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By Loshaun Dixon

A total of 30 illegal fire-
arms that were handed 
over by ex-gang mem-
bers last year have been 
destroyed, - witnessed by 
high-ranking police of-
ficers and defence force 
personnel - ensuring that 
they will not return to the 
streets.
The weapons were de-
stroyed at the defence 
force base at Camp 
Springfield, after thor-
ough investigations, hav-
ing been handed over by 
ex-gang members anony-
mously via a third party, 
under the government’s 
Peace Initiative. 

Commissioner of Police 
Hilroy Brandy, speaking 
ahead of the destroying, 
debunked rumours that 
the firearms had been 
back on the streets, and 
noted that destroying 
them ensures they don’t 
return.
“Once we did our inves-
tigations, we promised 
all the weapons would 
be destroyed. One other 
firearm was taken off 

the street earlier this year 
which was also a part of 
the peace initiative. We 
will destroy them this 
afternoon. So contrary to 
the Facebook post that 
some of these weapons 
are back on the street, 
you are here to witness 
that all 30 firearms will be 
destroyed this afternoon, 
and to assure you that 
none of the firearms are 
back on our streets.”
Brandy said despite the 
surrender of the weap-
ons, police officers will 
not ease in their efforts 
to keep the streets of St. 
Kitts and Nevis safe.
 “We are still continuing to 
make sure our streets and 
our homes are safe from 
illegal firearms. We have 
taken seven firearms off 
the streets so far for this 
year. Notwithstanding we 
are in the pandemic, po-
lice are still out searching 
and doing stop and search, 
in order to recover anyone 
with an illegal firearm.”
The weapons ranged from 
.25 calibre, .380, 9mm 
calibre, .40, to one 12 
gauge single shot shotgun 
and an AK assault rifle.

Last year, ex-gang mem-
bers in St. Kitts and Nevis 
handed over 30 illegal 
firearms to the police via 
an undisclosed third party. 
Police unveiled those fire-
arms during a press con-
ference with the media on 
August 13, 2019.
Brandy at that time said 
that since February 2019, 
groups in the federation 
have been part of the 
Peace Initiative, in which 
there have been several 
significant outcomes with 
regard to the easing of the 
gang culture in St. Kitts 
and Nevis.

He said working with a 
third party, the former 
gang members turned in 
the firearms, and that to 
date, the police had re-
ceived 30 firearms and 
73 rounds of assorted 
ammunition.

“Such an exercise has 
never happened in the 
history of the police force 
in our country. These 
weapons will undergo a 
process and will subse-
quently be destroyed.” 

LOCAL NewS

Commissioner of Police Hilroy Brandy standing near to the surrendered firearms.

Police destroy 

surrendered 

firearms
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Dr. Harris lauded some outstanding 
citizens outside of St. Kitts and  

Nevis who have been doing  
outstanding work overseas.

LOCAL NewS

PM Harris sells SKN  
development to diaspora

By Loshaun Dixon

In a message to Kittitians 
and Nevisians living 
in the diaspora, Prime 
Minister Dr. Timothy 
Harris implored those 
citizens to contribute their 
expertise and skills to na-
tional development. 
Speaking at the St. Kitts 
and Nevis Diaspora 
Virtual Conference, Dr. 
Harris said that in the 
past, the remittances that 
the diaspora would have 
sent home at regular inter-
vals helped many in the 
Federation, and called for 
a different type of help in 
2020.
“The packages and bar-
rels at Christmas were ea-
gerly anticipated. As our 
country grew its domestic 
economy and the lives of 
our people improved, the 
contributions of you in 

the diaspora continued to 
change with the needs of 
our people at home. We 
are poised at our present 
state of economic and 
social development to 
transition again to another 
level of development, and 
your help in building our 
St. Kitts and Nevis as a 
Garden of Eden will be 
much appreciated.
He continued, “As we 
look to build that spring-
board for the next chapter 
of our development and 
advancement, we call 
on you and invite you 
to remit your expertise, 
talents, knowledge and 
networks to assist our 
continuing efforts to im-
prove St. Kitts and Nevis 
on every developmental 
indicator.”
He hailed the achieve-
ments of Kittitians and 
Nevisians overseas, with 

them excelling in varying 
sectors.
“We at home have wit-
nessed with much pride 
and admiration how 
you, our people in the 

diaspora, have achieved 
and excelled in artistry, 
international business, 
technology, medicine, 
scholastic and scientific 
research (including cli-
mate change), politics and 
diplomacy. 
“We have citizens hold-
ing senior and important 
positions and posts in 

multinational corpora-
tions, foreign govern-
ments, international 
bodies, universities, and 
even the entertainment 
capital of the world … 
Hollywood. We will 

count on your support and 
advice as we develop our 
country.”
He said those were the 
expertise talents and 
world experiences that 
the Federation should 
harness. 
“In so doing, we hope to 
solidify our position as 

one of the best places to 
live, and also as the best 
run and best managed 
small island state any-
where in the world.”
Dr. Harris lauded some 

outstanding citizens out-
side of St. Kitts and Nevis 
who have been doing out-
standing work overseas.
“Let me commend sev-
eral of our citizens abroad 
who have been providing 
ideas and support in our 
efforts of nation building. 
I recognize Dr. Everson 
Hull, who is helping us 

develop our policies and 
programs for pay for 
performance in St. Kitts 
and Nevis. I commend 
Dr. Frank Laws, who has 
been helping us with the 
development of an App 
to be used in the fight 
against COVID-19, and 
to enhance our contact 
tracing capability. He is 
also assisting in the build-
out of a state-of-the-art 
Cardiac Unit at our JNF 
Hospital. 
“I point to Dr. Cliff Baird 
in Canada for work on 
policies relating to the 
Cannabis Industry. And 
I thank Nurse Sylvia 
Garnette and many others 
for holding up our Nation 
before God. All your care-
ful considerations and en-
couragement play a role 
in shaping the develop-
ment of our blessed land 
of St. Kitts and Nevis.”

Implores overseas nationals for support
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Isolation versus insulation

EDitorial

eDITORIAL

Here is what we know for sure. There has not been any deaths directly 
linked to covid-19, there have not been any known community 
infections; all cases have been imported.  All nineteen cases have 
recovered or are recovering.  The borders have been open to persons 
who are entitled to come here, and they have been coming in all the time.  
What we have done thus far has worked extremely well. Kudos to all!

Two weeks ago, schools reopened and, although students have not been 
100% compliant, thank God things have been kept under control.  This 
stands in stark contrast to many countries.

Amidst much controversy, the authorities have guardedly tested our state 
of readiness for further relaxation by granting permission for promoters 
to have crowd engagements.  We wait to see the results of these 
experiments, whether there will be spikes in infections like we have seen 
elsewhere in the world. But so good so far, we have heard on none.  But 
in preparation, our health workers have been placed on high alert and our 
health facilities have been augmented.

The next step is the opening of the ports to commercial travel, and we 
are on the verge of doing so amidst intense preparatory work.  We have 
every reason to believe that this too will be as well managed as the other 
phases, and we wish this phase every success. No more smuggling in of 
undocumented persons please!

The truth is, our borders cannot stay closed forever, nor can we exist in 
a very restricted bubble to the exclusion of the rest of the world.  That is 
why we support the proposed re-opening of our borders, and agree with 

the protocols to be implemented. In fact, we have more confidence in a 
cautious re-opening than in the proposed bubbles which have their own 
fragility and susceptibility to the predicted second covid wave, that some 
countries are already dealing with. 

Control of corona comes down to one major thing: action by individual 
citizens.  The government will and must continue to do its legislative 
and enforcement work, but each and every citizen must do his or her part 
whether being watched or not. 

So it bears repeating: wash/sanitise your hands often, wear masks when 
in public spaces and maintain social distancing. 

Hygiene and common sense, that’s the most effective treatment of the 
new norm. Let us continue to embrace it. 

Let us isolate as necessary, but re-integrate for our survival.  
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Two cruise ships docked at Port Zante (File Photo)

LOCAL NewSNewS

Royal Caribbean cruise ships  
further delayed

By Loshaun Dixon

The two Royal Caribbean 
cruise ships that were 
scheduled to safe harbour 
at Port Zante have had 
further delays after miss-
ing the latest set dates to 
arrive in Basseterre.
The St. Kitts Tourism 
Authority (SKTA) had 
announced that The 

Royal Caribbean Cruise 
Line had agreed to shift 
their arrival dates of 
their two vessels to safe 
harbour in St. Kitts, to 
the end of September, 
with the Vision of the 
Seas to arrive on the 
26th of September, and 
the replacement of the 
Rhapsody of the Seas 
with the Brilliance of the 
Seas, to arrive on the 27th 
of September, 2020.
The St. Kitts Tourism 
Authority has since an-
nounced, however, that 
the cruise ships would not 
be making the previously 
announced dates.
“As per update on the 

“Safe Harbouring” for the 
Royal Caribbean Group 
Vessels, Vision of the Seas 
and Brilliance of the Seas, 
on Monday September 
7th 2020, the vessels will 
not dock at Port Zante on 
Saturday, September 26th 
and Sunday, September 
27th, 2020.”
The SKTA gave a ra-
tionale for the safe har-

bouring being delayed, 
indicating that it was due 
to challenges faced by 
Royal Caribbean. 
“Royal Caribbean Group 
has advised that they have 
experienced technical 
challenges with their lay-
up operations. They were 
in the process of connect-
ing the Vision of the Seas 
and Brilliance of the Seas 
in St. Maarten, however 
due to the vessels being 
of different classes, the 
connection was not as 
successful as they had 
anticipated. This connec-
tion unfortunately caused 
damage to the power 
cables and they now have 
to replace the cables. As a 

result, the vessels will not 
be coming as planned this 
(last) weekend.”
No date has been an-
nounced for the safe har-
bouring, but the St. Kitts 
Tourism Authority has 
promised to keep stake-
holders updated on the 
Safe Harbouring of both 
vessels as per the Royal 
Caribbean Group.

Last month the ships were 
set to arrive in Basseterre 
on August 19, but those 
plans were shelved as 
the authorities here were 
ensuring that everything 
was fully in order to fa-
cilitate the arrivals.
“The arrival of the 
Rhapsody of the Seas 
and ‘Vision of the Seas’ 
has been delayed, as the 
health team continues to 
ensure that all the require-
ments are fulfilled before 
permission for entry is 
granted, Prime Minister 
Dr. Timothy Harris had 
announced on his weekly 
“Leadership Matters” 
series.

. 

The SKTA gave a rationale for the safe harbouring being 
delayed, indicating that it was due to challenges faced by 

Royal Caribbean. 
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By Loshaun Dixon

A four percent increase 
over 2019 results has 
been recognized in the na-
tional pass rate for candi-
dates who sat Caribbean 
Secondary Education 
Certificate (CSEC) ex-
aminations, while the 
Caribbean Advanced 
Proficiency Examination 
(CAPE) saw a pass rate 
of over 90 percent.
Minister of Education 
Jonel Powell, announc-
ing the statistics from the 
preliminary results on 
Monday, revealed that 
the national pass rate for 
CSEC was 84.03% as 
against 80.37% in 2019, 
while the CAPE pass rate 
was 90.48% - up from 
84.98% in 2019.
Powell said there were 
candidates that are seek-
ing to challenge, using 
CXC’s query and review 
process, therefore the 
preliminary results will 
be impacted.
He said the announce-
ment of results was the 
most anticipated event in 
the Ministry’s academic 
year. 
“Ministry officials, prin-
cipals, teachers, private 
tutors, candidates and 
parents are usually cau-
tiously optimistic await-
ing this defining moment 

with bated breaths.” 
The Education Minister 
indicated that 2020 has 
been an extraordinarily 
exceptional year, and 
noted that despite the 
unprecedented impact of 
COVID-19 in the educa-
tion sector, it is yet to be 
supported with its em-
pirical data.
“We are all highly cog-
nizant of the single most 
important fact - that this 
pandemic has disrupted 
every facet of our lives 
and has left permanent 
scars and an unfillable 
gap within our learning 
space.
“The premature closing 
of schools resulted in the 
non-completion of SBAs 
and other Moderation ex-
ercises along with CXC’s 
additional requirements 
for this year’s examina-
tions - the source of great 
anxiety.”
Powell said that the min-
istry’s intervention to 
request permission from 
the task force for exam 
candidates to return to get 
institutions to complete 
all requirements, allevi-
ated much of the anxiety 
experienced.
“Anxiety experienced 
was also heightened 
with CXCs highly de-
bated decision to offer 

a modified approach to 
2020 exams with only 
two components.”
He congratulated all the 
candidates who skillfully 
navigated new norms 
under which the exams 
were written.
CSEC SPECIFIC
Powell revealed that 
the Federation entered 
1762 candidates to write 
CSEC examinations in 
32 subject areas, an in-
crease of 101 candidates 
over 2019.
He said 1327 wrote ex-
ams is St. Kitts, with 742 
being private candidates, 
and 585 registered across 
the seven secondary in-
stitutions. In Nevis, there 
were 435 candidates with 
185 being school candi-
dates, while 250 regis-
tered privately. 
The federation recorded 
6342 subject entries for 
CSEC examinations. 
“Although 6342 entries 
were recorded from the 
1762 candidates, 6079 
were actually reported 
by the CXC as being 
sat - 1464 in Nevis and 
4615 in St. Kitts. The fall 
out of 263 was due to 
absenteeism.”
Addressing passing 

grades for CSEC, Powell 
said St. Kitts and Nevis 
recorded 5109 acceptable 
grades, some 818 more 
than last year. 
“Secondary schools in 
St Kitts returned 3143 
acceptable grades while 
those in Nevis recorded 
1012. Private candidates 
in St. Kitts attained 724 
passing grades with 230 
in Nevis. Washington 
Archibald High School 
amassed the highest ac-
ceptable grades being 829 
from 999 entries among 
schools in St. Kitts, 
while the Charlestown 
Secondary emerged as 
the school with the high-
est acceptable grades, 
some 568 from 642 en-
tries in Nevis.”
He said of the 5109 ac-
ceptable grades returned 
for CSEC examinations 
4155 were obtained by 
school candidates and 
954 by private registrants 
for a national pass rate 
of 84.03% as against 
80.37% in 2019.
“We are pleased to report 
an increase in our nation-
al pass rate this year over 
last year.”
Powell announced that 
they recorded a national 
pass rate of 86.32% for 
English A which drew 
700 acceptable grades 
from 811. 

“This is a slight increase 
over 2019 which realized 
84.1%. There was, how-
ever, a marked decrease 
in English B, which 
scored 49 acceptable 
grades from 69 entries 
when compared to 61 
acceptable grades from 
71 entries recorded in 
2019.”
He said Mathematics 
returned 573 acceptable 
grades from 832 en-
tries with a pass rate of 
60.46%, showing a mod-
est increase over 51.06% 
in 2019.
Principles of Business, 
Office Administration, 
EDPM, Physical 
Education and 
Information Technology 
continued to be popular 
subject choices, nation-
ally returning remarkable 
accepted grades and a na-
tional pass rate of over 90 
% in each discipline 
CAPE STATISTICS
Powell said 470 were en-
tered to write CAPE this 
year in 27 subject areas 
across five centres in the 
Clarence Fitzroy Bryant 
College (CFBC), CFBC 
Adult and Continuing 
Education, Her Majesty’s 
Prison, Nevis Sixth Form 
and Nevis Private.
He said 47 CAPE units 
were attempted - 24 

unit-1s and 23 unit-2s - 
along with general edu-
cation courses.
In St Kitts, 341 wrote 
exams from 25 subjects, 
58 of whom were private 
candidates. Nevis record-
ed 129 candidates writing 
CAPE examinations in 
27 areas. 122 were reg-
istered at Nevis 6th Form 
College while seven were 
private.1607 were sat 
from the registered 1744 
by CAPE candidates in 
St. Kitts and Nevis.”
Of the 47 CAPE units 
written, 40 units returned 
acceptable grades with 
grades for five units still 
outstanding - French 
and Spanish Units 
one and two and Pure 
Mathematics unit 1.
He also detailed the 
acceptable grades for 
CAPE subjects. 
“CFBC returned 919 
out of 1011 subject en-
tries. CFBC Adult and 
Continuing Education 
obtained 61 of 67 entries. 
Her Majesty’s Prison 
amassed 28 out of 31. 
Nevis 6th Form 441 out 
of 492 entries and Nevis 
Private returned five ac-
ceptable grades from 6 
entries.”
Powell said based on 
the preliminary statistics 
provided, the Ministry of 

National Pass 
Rates up for 

CSEC and CAPE 
exams Education Ministry pleased 

with performances

Minister of  
Education  

Jonel Powell
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Education was pleased to 
announce that the CAPE 
candidates returned a na-
tional pass rate of 90.48 
% 
“We are cognizant of the 
issues around in ungraded 
results here in Saint Kitts 
and Nevis and throughout 
the region, and would al-
low the query and review 
process to work. CXC has 
committed to rectifying 
those issues which can 
be resolved and provid-
ing updated results to all 
Ministries of Education.”
He noted the award of 
ungraded to any candi-
date could be attributed to 
multiple reasons.
“No internal assessment 
or samples received, 
paper component not 
received, internal as-
sessment and paper 
component not received, 
records and samples re-
ceived but inadvertently 
overlooked.”
Dr Trisha Esdaile, 
Assistant Secretary in the 
Ministry of Education, 
said the year had been 
challenging.
“COVID-19 has had a 
significant impact on edu-
cation systems and, as a 
result, a significant impact 
on the result in the learn-
ing of our children in the 
education system.”
She said around the 
Caribbean when they 
begin to look at CXC re-
sults, there are concerns. 
“Here in St. Kitts and 
Nevis we will be look-
ing into those legitimate 
cases where there may 
be reasonable cause for 
concern.”
She noted her satisfac-
tion in the performance of 
St. Kitts and Nevis in the 
exams.
“Overwhelmingly, I do 
believe St. Kitts and 
Nevis has done well this 
year. When I look at the 
results, I see a trend in the 
secondary schools where 
some schools, despite 
the challenges, would 
still have entered a sig-
nificant large number of 
students, and this is to be 
commended 

“When we look at results, 
one of the things we pay 
attention to is the actual 
cohort. It is not just the 
number of students en-
tered, but the number of 
students registered and 
attending, the number of 
students in that particular 
form against the number 
of students who register 
for examinations.”

Dr. Esdaile said they were 
seeing an upward trend in 
students being given an 
opportunity.

“For those principals who 
would have persevered 
and stuck with that trend 
of making that oppor-
tunity available despite 
challenges, I commend 
them.”
She said the increase in 
Math grades has been 
significant.

“I recognize we are see-
ing an increase in Math 
this year. I think there 
was a 10 percent increase 
this year on 2019, and 
that is commendable, 
because throughout the 
region and throughout 
the world, education in 
Mathematics continues to 
be a challenge.”
Commenting on the ex-
ams structure with stu-
dents only required to do a 
School Based Assessment 
and a multiple-choice 
paper, Dr. Esdaile said 
it does not compromise 
the legitimacy of the 
Assessment results.
“The structure of an exam 
can change without a 
loss of reliability or va-
lidity. CXC would have 
invested a significant time 
in making the paper one 
very robust in its ability to 
assess a student’s knowl-
edge and understanding 
of concepts. We are used 
to a particular style of ex-
aminations, but a change 
does not make it any less 
valid.
The final exam results 
will be announced in the 
coming weeks.

Continued from page 6
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PM pitches Taiwan to UN General  
Assembly

Hails WHO’s work during 
the pandemic

He pointed out that Taiwan had shown 
exemplary management of the  

pandemic within its own borders, 

By Loshaun Dixon

In his presentation to 
the General Debate of 
the 75th Session of the 
United Nations General 
Assembly, Prime Minister 
of St. Kitts and Nevis, Dr. 
Timothy Harris, called for 
the inclusion of Taiwan to 
the international forum.
“The Republic of China 
(Taiwan) remains a valu-
able partner for peace, 
prosperity and develop-
ment, with the fullest 
respect for the rule of 
international law. Taiwan 
has stayed true to its 
longstanding traditions, 
and has remained a true 
partner in the fight against 
COVID-19,” Dr. Harris 
said.
He pointed out that 
Taiwan had shown ex-
emplary management of 
the pandemic within its 
own borders, and he had 
been impressed by their 
willingness to help vul-
nerable states all around 

the world. 
“Taiwan has assisted 
many states in combat-
ing this unprecedented 

health pandemic by send-
ing more than 51 million 
surgical masks, as well as 
other medical equipment, 
to more than 80 countries. 
“In our view, the inter-
national community has 
been deprived of the gift 
of true partnership offered 
by the 23.5 million people 
of Taiwan. My hope is 
that Taiwan can be in-
cluded in the UN system, 
particularly the WHO – 
its meetings, mechanisms 
and activities, thereby 
improving the global 
response and resources 
available to address 

transboundary crises 
such as the COVID-19 
pandemic.”
Dr. Harris said the exclu-

sion of Taiwan with its 
experience, expertise and 
resources leaves a partial 
vacuum in the global re-
sponse to COVID-19. 
“The World Health 
Organization can only 
benefit from the inclusion 
of such a worthy member.  
Equally, the existence of 
the antiquated embargo 
against Cuba, in our view, 
flies against the spirit 
of global partnerships, 
which we desire in the 
future.  At this time more 
than ever, vulnerable 
Nations must be free to 
access Cuba’s expertise 

in health and a myriad 
of other areas of global 
concern.”
Dr. Harris also hailed the 

work of the World Health 
Organization and the in-
ternational community, 
that have bound together 
in global solidarity to de-
feat the pandemic. 
“I must congratu-
late the World Health 
Organization for its 
stewardship of the global 
response to fighting the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
We as CARICOM states 
reaffirm our support for 
the WHO framework 
“Access to COVID-19 
Tools Accelerator 
(ACT-A).”  

He said the global col-
laborative framework 
provides a solid global 
response to defeat the 
pandemic by the rapid 
development, scale-up 
and equitable distribution 
of COVID-19 vaccines, 
therapeutics and diagnos-
tics, underpinned by the 
strengthening of health 
systems.
“Instead of nationalism, 
we need global coopera-
tion in the fight to defeat 
COVID-19. We com-
mend the ‘all of society’ 
approach that has worked 
so very well in the context 
of St. Kitts and Nevis.  
Every stakeholder group 
has played their role in 
combating COVID-19 
here in St. Kitts and 
Nevis.  The world needs 
all Nations, large and 
small, to work together 
for mutual success. “
Dr. Harris added that 
strengthening global soli-
darity and cooperation 
must be paramount for 

the United Nations.  
“The United Nations cre-
ates the perfect environ-
ment to marry collective 
action and solidarity with 
multilateralism. We wel-
come the UN 2020 Future 
Possibilities Report, 
which provides a good 
guide on how govern-
ments can make certain 
changes to their econo-
mies now. However, there 
must be much more dia-
logue and commitment if 
we are to experience real 
change.

“The gravity of the pan-
demic has been laid out 
in several United Nations 
resolutions on COVID-19 
– and while we take action 
on them all in the General 
Assembly Hall, let us re-
member and commit to 
what they are all about, 
while remembering at the 
same time that we all rise 
on the same tide!”
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By Loshaun Dixon

The fate of the East 
Basseterre Constituency 
is getting closer to an 
outcome as High Court 
Judge, Justice Trevor 
Ward QC, is set to reopen 
ballot boxes, thus en-
abling the rejected ballots 
of that constituency to be 
re-examined. 
Ian ‘Patches’ Liburd 
of the Peoples Action 
Movement was the in-
cumbent of that constitu-
ency, and lost the June 5 
election by 24 votes, with 
98 ballots being rejected.
Today, Friday October 
2nd, 2020, has been des-
ignated by the court for 
official inspection of the 
boxes in an order made by 
Justice Warde last Friday. 
Arguments in the case 
were previously heard, 
with the former govern-
ment minister’s legal team 

led by Douglas Mendes 
SC, arguing that the con-
stituency was robbed of 
the representative they 
voted for.
Liburd this week ex-
pressed “profound grati-

tude” to all who have 
conveyed to their best 
wishes and kind advice. 
He said his silence on the 
matter was to invest faith 
in the judicial system 
“It is my fervent view that 
if it is the will of God when 
Justice Trevor Warde QC 
perfects his order for the 
production and inspection 

of the 98 rejected ballots 
come Friday October 2, 
then and only then, it will 
be determined whether 
the person sitting in par-
liament was duly elected 
by a majority of voters in 
Constituency One.

Senior Counsel Anthony 
Astaphan, appearing for 
Dr. Geoffrey Hanley, who 
was announced as the 
winner of the constitu-
ency in those elections, 
argued that for scrutiny, 
the ballots that are being 
objected to must be isolat-
ed, and each ballot should 
constitute a separate trial.

The Labour Party said 
that Dr. Hanley’s legal 
team is confident based 
on the evidence given by 
witnesses in the matter, 
that the results will not 
change.

In Liburd’s petition, he 
claims that officials were 
in breach of section 91(2)
(b) of the Act
and the affected electors’ 
right to vote.
“The First Respondent 
rejected the ballot papers 
of a number of voters for 
reasons other than that 

they were not marked for 
any candidate, or they 
were ballots on which 
votes had been given for 
more candidates than 
there were seats to be 
filled, or that they were 
ballots upon which there 
was any writing or mark 
by which the voter could 
be identified.”
The petition said that 
of the 98 rejected bal-
lot papers, the Returning 
Officer rejected a total of 
22 ballot papers either on 
the ground that they were 
not marked for any can-
didate, or on the ground 
that they had been given 
for more candidates than 
there were seats.
“Of the remaining ballot 
papers, 8 were rejected 
on the basis that a tick 
instead of an X was used 
to signify the voter’s 
choice; 3 were rejected 
on the basis that they had 
double crosses in the box 

next to Your Petitioner’s 
name; 15 had an X over 
the party symbol of the 
hat, which is the People’s 
Action Movement party 
symbol, the party which 
your Petitioner repre-
sented in the election; 21 
had an X with an append-
age, whether a longarm or 
leg; 10 had circles drawn 
around the symbol of the 
hat, which is as afore-
mentioned the People’s 
Action Movement party 
symbol, the party which 
your Petitioner represent-
ed in the election; and 3 
had markings in a single 
box.”
If successful at the court, 
Liburd’s victory would 
see Team Unity increase 
their elected members of 
parliament to 10 to the 
Labour Party’s one, while 
failure would see Hanley 
continue to represent the 
constituency on the oppo-
sition benches.

Constituency One on knife’s edge as 
Judge’s decisions draw closer

Ian ‘Patches’ Liburd Dr. Geoffrey Hanley

Arguments in the case were previously 
heard, with the former government minis-

ter’s legal team led by Douglas Mendes SC, 
arguing that the constituency was robbed 

of the representative they voted for.
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From l-r: Lady Mary Simmonds, Sir Kennedy Simmonds, PM Dr. Timothy Harris, Ambassador Tom Lee, Mrs Lee and  
Education Minister Jonel Powell. The scholarship awardees are in the back row.
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Taiwan Scholarship Award Ceremony Held
14 Nationals off to further studies

By Petra Mc Sheene

This past Wednesday, 14 
persons were awarded 
scholarships to further 
their studies at various 
universities in Taiwan. 
The ceremony, held at 
Marshall’s Restaurant, 
was attended by Prime 
Minister Dr. Timothy 
Harris,  H.E. Ambassador 
Tom Lee and his wife, 
Minister of Education 
Jonel Powell, National 
Hero Dr. Sir Kennedy 
Simmonds and Lady 
Mary Simmonds, along 
with officials from the 
Ministry of Education 
and Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs.

In giving brief remarks, 
Ambassador Lee pointed 
out that although the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
had “turned the world up-
side down”, the people of 
Taiwan were now physi-
cally attending school 
and work, so students 
who will be travelling 
should rest assured.
Minister of Education 
Jonel Powell congratu-
lated the successful 

awardees, and expressed 
that it was an amazing 
opportunity for them. 
He informed them that 
although they would be 
a long way from home 
and at times would miss 
home, COVID-19 has 
taught us how to use tech-
nology more wisely. 

“Taiwan is a beautiful 
country full of culture, 
entertainment, sighting, 
full opportunities, and I 
would like to encourage 
all students to take full 
advantage of the opportu-
nity. Yes, you are going to 
study and we expect you 
to excel, but at the same 
time, we hope that you 
partake in the local cul-
ture to learn more about 
Taiwan,” Powell told the 
awardees.

Prime Minister Harris 
stated that the group go-
ing to Taiwan this year 
would be his most eco-
nomical. He pointed out 
that looking back 37 
years ago when the leader 
said that the Republic of 
China, Taiwan, would be 
an important country with 

which we want to estab-
lish diplomatic relations, 
I am certain that they are 
seeing the future in which 
it evolved. 
“I want us to com-
mend Dr. Sir Kennedy 
Simmonds on seeing way 
back then… for having 
the vision of the future 
to have established dip-
lomatic relations with 
the Republic of China,” 
Prime Minister Harris 
reflected. 
The 14 scholarship 
awardees are: Rondell 
Williams, Marquan 
O’Loughlin, Tawanna 
Collins, Jahdel Allen, 
Dylan Jacobs, Chris 
Tyson, Cilia Davis, 
Jacinth Hunkins, Jaleel 
Browne, Nigel Langley 
Jr., Selwyn Liburd, Kelso 
Clarke, Yitzak Bass and 
Mandisa Greene. 

The students will be 
studying for a number 
of years in areas such 
as Tropical Agriculture, 
Mechanical Engineering, 
International Business 
and Trade and Computer 
Science and Information 
Engineering. 
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BASSETERRE, St. 
Kitts — The borders of 
St. Kitts and Nevis will 
be opened on October 
31, but it will be done in 
a phased approach, says 
Chief Medical Officer, 
Dr. Hazel Laws, dur-
ing the Prime Minister’s 
October 1 Monthly Press 
Conference.
Dr. Laws said that St. Kitts 
and Nevis will look at 
other countries that have 
gone before it with respect 
to the management of the 
COVID-19 Pandemic and 
have picked out the best 
practices.
In phase one, all inbound 
travellers to the Federation 
will fall into two catego-
ries, said Dr. Laws.
“The first category will 
be those coming in from 
territories within the 
Caribbean Community 
(CARICOM) Bubble,” 
she said. “Based on 
what was released by 
CARICOM recently, these 
islands include Anguilla, 
Antigua and Barbuda, 
Barbados, Dominica, 
Grenada, Monserrat, Saint 
Lucia and St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines.”
Dr. Laws said the situa-
tion remains very fluid 
and dynamic; therefore, 
the Ministry of Health and 
the Health Emergency 
Operations Centre 
(HEOC) will monitor the 
COVID-19 Pandemic sta-
tus within these territories 
on a daily and ongoing 
basis.
The Chief Medical Officer 
stated that in the second 
category, travellers from 
outside of the CARICOM 
Bubble would have some 
level of risk of exposure to 

the virus.
She noted that those 
coming in from the 
CARICOM Bubble who 
have been in the ap-
proved island for at least 
the previous 21 days and 
have provided a negative 
PCR, will be subjected to 
screening at the Robert L. 
Bradshaw International 
Airport.
“Once you are asymp-
tomatic, meaning without 
symptoms, you would be 
then allowed to integrate 
into the Federation with-
out a period of confine-
ment or quarantine,” said 
Dr. Laws. “You have all 
the options of accommo-
dation open to you.
“For travellers com-
ing from outside of the 
CARICOM Bubble, 
there will be a number 
of COVID-19-approved 
accommodation options 
open for them,” said Dr. 
Laws. “These include 
the government desig-
nated facilities, the pre-
approved or certified sites 
and the option of one of 
the local franchise hotels.”
Dr. Laws said inbound 
travellers will be confined 
to their accommodation 
site with access to an ap-
proved package of servic-
es in a Bubble for the first 
seven days of their stay or 
less.
“We are told that persons 
coming in from our source 
markets remain here on 
an average of four to five 
days,” she said. “So once 
you come in you remain 
in the confinement of the 
hotel or the accommoda-
tion. You will be allowed 
to partake and access the 
preapproved package of 

services within that hotel 
setting.”
If a person’s stay is more 
than seven days, they 
will be subjected to serial 
testing.
“On day seven you will be 
tested and if your RTPCR 
test comes back as nega-
tive and if your stay is 
longer than seven days, 
you can also have access 
to a selective menu of ex-
cursions and tourist desti-
nations,” said Dr. Laws. 
“You can access that by 
going to the tour desk and 
making an appointment 
from a selective menu 
of excursions and tourist 
destination sites within the 
island.”
Dr. Laws said that if a 
person is coming in from 
a territory within the 
Bubble, it is important that 
the person would have 
been in that country for at 
least 21 days.
“If you are coming into St. 
Kitts and Nevis from an 
island within the Bubble, 
but you were in transit in 
another country outside 
of the Bubble, you will be 
subjected to that 14 day 
period of confinement,” 
she said.
Dr. Laws said that in the 
phased approach, the 
number of hotels that will 
be allowed to take in tour-
ists from the hotspots “can 
be expanded in the second 
phase and the number 
of excursions and tourist 
destination sites that will 
be open to the high risk 
traveller can be expanded 
in the second phase of our 
opening.”
In terms of the ex-
perience an inbound 

passenger would have in 
relation to Customs and 
Immigration, Dr. Laws 
said that infrastructural 
work has started at the 
airport.
“The whole aim is to 
make the incoming pro-
cess seamless,” she said. 
“Once you have disem-
barked the aircraft, there 
will be an area where you 
can sit and wait and then 
you would be shunted 
into the newly designed 

Health Desk/Station at 
the airport. After leaving 
the Health Station, after 
you have checked through 
and been deemed asymp-
tomatic, then you will be 
channelled to the immi-
gration counters.”

“The immigration officers 
will be well protected with 
sneeze guards. They will 
be properly attired in ap-
propriate PPE to interact 

with the incoming pas-
senger,” said Dr. Laws. 
“After you would have 
left Immigration then 
you would go downstairs 
to Customs. Again, in-
frastructural changes are 
being done at the airport 
to protect the frontline 
workers. All the necessary 
changes are being made to 
make the process for the 
inbound air traveller to be 
as seamless as possible.”

Phased approach 
planned on October 

31 when borders  
reopen

Chief Medical Officer Dr. Hazel Laws
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Brantley warns 
non-compliant 

businesses

He noted that some businesses chose to stay 
away for the compulsory exercises.

By Loshaun Dixon

Tourism-dependent busi-
nesses in Nevis who 
failed to participate in 
training programs ahead 
of the reopening the bor-
ders may be barred from 
participating in the sector.
Premier of Nevis Mark 
Brantley said the Ministry 
of Tourism, the Nevis 
Tourism Authority, and 
the Ministry of Health 
have all coordinated and 
provided some training, 
as they anticipate the re-
opening of borders, ho-

tels and other established 
business, during this 
month.
He explained that phase 
one of the training hap-
pened early last month, 
with more than 1500 tour-
ism sector workers, and 
phase two was a train the 
trainer program that took 
place in mid- September 
(14-18).
He said there were 294 
participants trained, with 
every tourism entity rep-
resented by two to four 
employees 
“The persons trained in 
this Train the Trainer 
phase are expected to go 

back to their respective 
establishment and train 
their colleagues.”
He noted that some busi-
nesses chose to stay 
away for the compulsory 
exercises.
“Some entities, I regret, 
chose not to participate 
in the training, and I am 
to advise them that this 
training is compulsory 
for them to operate in the 
COVID-19 environment, 
especially when the bor-
ders reopen.

He warned business own-
ers that they are risking 
their opportunity for their 
establishments to raise 
funds.
“Some entities and indi-
viduals decided that they 
would not participate in 
the training. I want to 
emphasize that the train-
ing was mandatory, and 
if you chose not to partici-
pate you are jeopardizing 
your business, and your 
ability to function once 
borders reopen.
“We are all in this to-
gether, and I encourage 
those out there to do what 
is necessary and do what 
is responsible, and ensure 

that their entities are ready 
for business in this new 
COVID environment.”
He also addressed what 
will happen to those that 
did not participate and 
want to open.
“I anticipate that persons 
will try to do that. That is 
why we have the compli-
ance unit and taskforce 
who will have to go 
around, inspect, and give 
a passing grade.”
He reiterated that non-
compliant companies and 

individuals will be shut 
down. 
“If individuals are not 
prepared to be COVID-
compliant, then they will 
not be allowed to operate, 
and we will have to get 
the police and taskforce to 
shut them down.”
Brantley was also confi-
dent in the protocols that 
have been put in place to 
ensure that the borders 
can be reopened and the 
island remains open.
Although October was 
given as the month for 
the reopening, no date has 
been announced.
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By Petra Mc Sheene

In an address to the na-
tion on World Tourism 
Day, Minister of Tourism 
Lindsay Grant pointed 
out that as St. Kitts and 
Nevis looks forward to 
the return of visitors to 
the federation, it is recog-
nized that tourism is one 
of the fastest growing and 
most resilient socio-eco-
nomic sectors of the time. 
World Tourism Day is 
celebrated worldwide on 
September 27 each year. 
The tourism sector was 
one of the most affected 
areas, due to the pan-
demic COVID-19, with 
restrictions on travel re-
sulting in job losses, sal-
ary cuts, and closure of 
small businesses.
“As we look at our tour-
ism product, we realize 
that St. Kitts and Nevis 
is well positioned to take 
advantage of travellers’ 
demand for safe, new ex-
periences centred around 
nature, history, local cul-
ture and locally-made 
products,” Grant pointed 
out.  
He further stated that the 
history and culture of 

St. Kitts and Nevis have 
allowed tourism to pro-
vide jobs and careers for 
citizens and residents, 
as they provide truly au-
thentic experiences and 
added value for  visitors. 
He pointed out that when 
borders are opened “we 
cannot afford to close 
them again.”
“Therefore it is essential 
to follow the health and 
safety protocols of hand-
washing, sanitizing, so-
cial distancing and mask 
wearing, as we again 
welcome visitors to our 
shores.” 
Minister Grant stated that 
2020 has been designated 
as the year of Tourism 
and rural development. 
“A renewed focus on 
the benefits of tourism 
to rural communities is 
timely and important, as 
tourism can be a lifeline 
for many rural commu-
nities, the women, and 
the youth living there,” 
Grant stated, in reference 
to the theme of this year’s 
World Tourism Day.
He added that the gov-
ernment has launched 
two important initiatives: 
a community building 

virtual workshop and a 
backyard garden com-
petition. He pointed that 
the workshop began on 
September 22 and will 
continue to November 
12.
“It is a three-phased 
workshop that includes 
both online and in-person 
sessions, and focuses on 
training women to devel-
op and own community 
tourism-based businesses. 
At the end of the training, 
participants will receive 
certificates and tool-kits 
that will contain informa-
tion and material to assist 
these new entrepreneurs 
with creating their own 
businesses.”
Grant informed the nation 
that the backyard garden 
competition will be held 
in partnership with the 
Ministry of Agriculture, 
and concentrates on pro-
moting the significance of 
food security. The compe-
tition is open to everyone 
by registering with the 
Ministry of Agriculture. 

“The competition starts 
on October 31 and final 
judging will take place on 
Feb. 21, 2021.” 

renewed 

focus on 

sector’s 
benefits 

World Tourism Day 
Recognized
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Team Unity to address Protection of 
Employment Act provisions

BASSETERRE, St. Kitts 
— In an effort to protect 
the interests of employ-
ees and further safeguard 
the stronger and safer 
future for all, the Team 
Unity Administration 
has committed to revis-
iting the Protection of 
Employment Act to ad-
dress several matters, in 
particular as they relate to 
the Severance Payments 
Fund.
The Protection of 
Employment Act was 
originally passed in 
1986. It was revised in 
2002 and is now known 
as the Protection of 
Employment Act Chapter 
18.27. The Act “makes 
certain provisions in re-
spect of termination of 
employment; the estab-
lishment of a Severance 
Payments Fund; payment 
of severance payments 
to employees; and for 
other related or incidental 
matters.”

Prime Minister Dr. the 
Honourable Timothy 
Harris, while speaking at 

his monthly press con-
ference on October 1, 
indicated that the review 
of the Act will look at 
matters pertaining to “the 
sustainability of the Fund, 
eliminating abuses, ratio-
nalization of pay-outs and 
recalibration of the Fund 
in the context of emer-
gencies and pandemics.”

Prime Minister Harris 
said they are currently 
awaiting the input from 
the other participants on 
the National Tripartite 
Committee – specifically 
the Chamber of Industry 
and Commerce and the 
workers’ representatives.

Dr. Harris said the Team 
Unity Administration 
inherited a Severance 
Payments Fund which 
had been in the red, re-
sulting in hundreds of 
former employees dissat-
isfied with lengthy delays 
in receiving payments.
“We have been address-
ing these issues in a 

careful manner so as not 
to further haemorrhage 
the Severance Fund. 
Additionally, to correct 
errors and neglect of the 
former administration my 
government has procured 
the services of an actuary 
to make determinations 
on how the financial vi-
ability of the Fund can 
be sustained to protect 
employees in the future. 
We await that study and 
subsequent discussion by 
the tripartite committee,” 
added Prime Minister 
Harris.

Earlier this year, the 
Government injected EC 
$11.1 million to cover 
the cost of COVID-19-
related redundancies and 
long service payments.

As of September 22, the 
Department of Labour 
had received a total of 
1,800 claims. To date, 
425 of those claims have 
been processed at a value 
of $7.3 million.

Prime Minister of St. 
Kitts and Nevis, Dr. 
the Hon. Timothy 

Harris, committed to 
revisiting the  
Protection of  

Employment Act.
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BASSETERRE, St. 
Kitts — The September 
disbursement of the 
COVID-19 stimulus 
payment was chan-
nelled to those persons 
who remain laid off or 
unemployed and as such 
would need it most.
“The decision was large-
ly made based on the 
government’s desire to 
assist those who are most 
vulnerable as reflected 
by information from 
the St. Christopher and 
Nevis Social Security 
Board,” explained 
Prime Minister Dr. the 
Honourable Timothy 
Harris.
“When Social Security 

went through its data 
[it] reflected that the 
unemployment in some 
sectors had been signifi-
cantly improved as more 
and more persons got 
into the job market,” said 
Dr. Harris.
“… I want to emphasize 
that the intention of the 
policy is not to exclude 
any qualified person. 
Manufacturing is back 
out, retail and wholesale 
are back out, agriculture 
is back out, construction 
is back out, and the bus-
es are back out full time. 
If we look at it, the only 
sector that is left in a 
substantially closed way 
is the hotel and related 
sector so that is why they 

would become the most 
significant beneficiary 
group.”
It was emphasized that 
the payment is only for 
the month of September. 
However, other stimulus 
initiatives have been ex-
tended for another three 
months for those who 
qualify. These include 
the waiver of payments 
for water bills and a cor-
poration tax reduction.
The Prime Minister not-
ed that while revenues 
were reduced for the 
government as well as 
for social security it was 
important to assist in a 
prudent way.

September stimulus payments went 
to those who needed it most
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UNDP, Caribbean gov-
ernments collaborate 
on COVID-19 response 
programme 
As the world contin-
ues to grapple with 
the COVID-19 pan-
demic, the United 
Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) has 
taken steps to help the 
region manage the crisis 
more effectively. The de-
velopmental organisation 
has collaboratively been 
working with the govern-
ments of the Caribbean 
to develop a COVID-19 
Response programme de-
signed to help the restart 
the region’s economies. 
The initiative, entitled 
“eFUTURE is now. Jobs. 
Businesses. Lives.”, rec-
ognizes that for many 
countries in the Eastern 
Caribbean, the impact of 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
will reinforce existing 
social and economic vul-
nerabilities. The UNDP 
programme seeks to 
provide relevant support 
and resources to address 
vulnerabilities. 
Resident Representative 
a.i. for UNDP in 
Barbados and the Eastern 
Caribbean, Mr. Ugo 
Blanco commented on 
the programme, stating, 
“UNDP’s response pro-
gramme combines urgent 
action with quick results, 
strategic planning, data 
analytics and long-term 
impact. An urgent re-
sponse should not be the 
only answer to tackle the 
pandemic.  An effective 
response must be driven 
by solidarity, science 
and human rights, whilst 
focusing on the most vul-
nerable people.”
The programme con-
sists of three main pil-
lars: ‘addressing the 

socio-economic impacts 
of COVID-19’ (Pillar 1), 
‘inclusive and multi-sec-
toral crisis management 
and response’ (Pillar 
2) and ‘resilient health 
systems to respond to 
COVID-19, including 
health procurement sup-
port’ (Pillar 3).
Thus far, each pillar of the 
programme has achieved 
a number of milestones. 
One such milestone 
under Pillar 1 includes 
the completion of the 
Human and Economic 
Assessment of Impact 
(HEAT) Report series, 
conducted by the United 
Nations Sub-Regional 
Team in Barbados and 
the Eastern Caribbean. 
The report series formed 
part of the combined of-
fer from the UN system 
to support countries in 
their response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
Coordinated by the United 
Nations Development 
Programme, UNICEF 
and UN Women, the pub-
lications model a number 
of possible impacts on 
economic growth, pov-
erty and government fi-
nances and identifies and 
examines a range of rel-
evant interventions and 
strategic recommenda-
tions needed to promote 
relief and resilience in the 
Caribbean.
Additionally, in keep-
ing with pillar 2 objec-
tives, UNDP has thus 
far provided Micro, 
Small and Medium-sized 
Enterprises (MSMEs) 
in the various territories 
with grant support to-
talling US$134,000 — 
“This funding is intended 
to help these businesses 
digitize their operations 
to better thrive in this 
new highly technological 
age,” stated Blanco. He 

further added, “some ter-
ritories have also received 
technical support to help 
improve their capacity to 
produce PPE, stimulating 
both the manufacturing 
industry and improving 
the capacity of the health-
care system.” 

UNDP has also been 
working with govern-
ments and key stakehold-
ers to provide support for 
many of essential servic-
es and frontline workers 
under Pillar 3, by sourc-
ing high-quality personal 
protective equipment 
(PPE) and other neces-
sary healthcare tools. 
“The goal is to enable 
governments to effec-
tively respond to their 
respective nations’ needs, 
by helping them over-
come the severe disrup-
tions in the global supply 
chain for key healthcare 
and ancillary supplies 
and equipment crucial 
to the crisis response,” 
commented Blanco. 
“UNDP’s extensive lo-
gistics experience in the 
health sector procurement 
helps to ensure quality as-
surance, products from 
reputable suppliers and 
manufacturers, as well as 
efficient, timely and cost-
effective procurement.”
For more information on 
the COVID-19 response 
programme, ‘eFuture is 
now’, visit bb.undp.org.

For media queries please 
contact Shani Leacock, 
shani.leacock@undp.org 

UNDP, Caribbean governments  
collaborate on COVID-19  

response programme 

PrESS rElEaSE
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 Anique Ward, a sec-
ond-year student at the 
Clarence Fitzroy Bryant 
College (CFBC), placed 
first in the age 17-19 cat-
egory of 2020 ECCB/

RSS ARU Creative 
Youth Art Competition. 
The ECCB/RSS ARU 
Creative Youth Art 
Competition, hosted 

and sponsored by the 
Eastern Caribbean 
Central Bank (ECCB) 
and the Regional 
Security System Asset 
Recovery Unit (RSS 

ARU), is part of the 
ECCB’s Community 
Outreach Program. The 
program is aimed at 
encouraging critical and 
innovative thinking and 

raising the awareness of 
secondary school and 
community college stu-
dents in the ECCU on 
issues of economic and 
social development.
Anique will be award-
ed a student grant 
of EC$3,000.00 and 
CFBC will receive 
a development grant 
of EC$2,000.00. 
Additionally, Ms. 
Rozna Rogers will re-
ceive EC$700.00 for 
her efforts in mentoring 
Anique which resulted 
in this commendable 
achievement. Anique’s 
piece was dubbed 
“Cultural Awareness: 
Keeping Our Culture 
Alive”. Her piece de-
picted eight characters 
assembling to celebrate 
and embrace their differ-
ent cultures in the form 
of a dance. The charac-
ters represent each of the 
countries of the Eastern 
Caribbean Currency 

Union.
When asked how she felt 
about winning, Anique 
responded that she “felt 
great.” She indicated 
that “it took a lot of hard 
work and dedication due 
to the new normal posed 
by the Corona virus but I 
am extremely grateful to 
have this skill.”
Also placing in the com-
petition for the age 17-
19 category was Odama 
Tiffany Prince of the 
Basseterre High School, 
who placed second and 
Khadijah Halliday of 
the Sir Arthur Lewis 
Community College, 
Saint Lucia, who placed 
third.
The Clarence Fitzroy 
Bryant College congrat-
ulates Anique and the 
other winners on their 
achievement!

CFBC Wins ECCB/RSS ARU Creative Youth Art Competition
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Steps to Christ
Ellen G. White Writings

Chapter 3—Repentance

How shall a man be just 
with God? How shall 
the sinner be made righ-
teous? It is only through 
Christ that we can be 
brought into harmony 
with God, with holiness; 
but how are we to come 
to Christ? Many are ask-
ing the same question as 
did the multitude on the 
Day of Pentecost, when, 
convicted of sin, they 
cried out, “What shall 
we do?” The first word 
of Peter’s answer was, 
“Repent.” Acts 2:37, 38. 
At another time, shortly 
after, he said, “Repent, 
... and be converted, that 
your sins may be blotted 
out.” Acts 3:19. 

Repentance includes sor-
row for sin and a turning 
away from it. We shall 
not renounce sin unless 
we see its sinfulness; until 
we turn away from it in 
heart, there will be no real 
change in the life. 

There are many who fail 
to understand the true 
nature of repentance. 
Multitudes sorrow that 
they have sinned and 
even make an outward 
reformation because they 
fear that their wrongdo-
ing will bring suffering 
upon themselves. But this 
is not repentance in the 
Bible sense. They lament 
the suffering rather than 
the sin. Such was the grief 
of Esau when he saw that 
the birthright was lost 
to him forever. Balaam, 
terrified by the angel 
standing in his pathway 
with drawn sword, ac-
knowledged his guilt lest 
he should lose his life; 
but there was no genuine 
repentance for sin, no 
conversion of purpose, no 
abhorrence of evil. Judas 
Iscariot, after betraying 
his Lord, exclaimed, “I 
have sinned in that I have 
betrayed the innocent 

blood.” Matthew 27:4. 

The confession was 
forced from his guilty 
soul by an awful sense of 
condemnation and a fear-
ful looking for of judg-
ment. The consequences 
that were to result to him 
filled him with terror, but 
there was no deep, heart-
breaking grief in his soul, 
that he had betrayed the 
spotless Son of God and 
denied the Holy One of 
Israel. Pharaoh, when 
suffering under the judg-
ments of God, acknowl-
edged his sin in order to 
escape further punish-
ment, but returned to his 
defiance of Heaven as 
soon as the plagues were 
stayed. These all lament-
ed the results of sin, but 
did not sorrow for the sin 
itself. 

But when the heart yields 
to the influence of the 
Spirit of God, the con-
science will be quick-
ened, and the sinner will 
discern something of the 
depth and sacredness 
of God’s holy law, the 
foundation of His gov-
ernment in heaven and 
on earth. The “Light, 
which lighteth every 
man that cometh into the 
world,” illumines the se-
cret chambers of the soul, 
and the hidden things of 
darkness are made mani-
fest. John 1:9. Conviction 
takes hold upon the mind 
and heart. The sinner has 
a sense of the righteous-
ness of Jehovah and feels 
the terror of appearing, 
in his own guilt and un-
cleanness, before the 
Searcher of hearts. He 
sees the love of God, the 
beauty of holiness, the 
joy of purity; he longs 
to be cleansed and to be 
restored to communion 
with Heaven. 

The prayer of David after 
his fall, illustrates the na-
ture of true sorrow for sin. 
His repentance was sin-
cere and deep. There was 
no effort to palliate his 
guilt; no desire to escape 
the judgment threatened, 
inspired his prayer. David 
saw the enormity of his 
transgression; he saw the 
defilement of his soul; he 
loathed his sin. It was not 
for pardon only that he 
prayed, but for purity of 
heart. He longed for the 
joy of holiness—to be 
restored to harmony and 
communion with God. 
This was the language of 
his soul: 

“Blessed is he whose 
transgression is forgiven,
whose sin is covered.
Blessed is the man unto 
whom the Lord
imputeth not iniquity,
And in whose spirit there 
is no guile.” Psalm 32:1, 
2. 

“Have mercy upon me, O 
God, according to
Thy loving-kindness:
According unto the mul-
titude of Thy tender
mercies blot out my 
transgressions....
For I acknowledge my 
transgressions: and my
sin is ever before me....
Purge me with hyssop, 
and I shall be clean:
wash me, and I shall be 
whiter than snow....
Create in me a clean 
heart, O God;
And renew a right spirit 
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within me.
Cast me not away from 
Thy presence;
And take not Thy Holy 
Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy 
of Thy salvation;
And uphold me with Thy 
free spirit....
Deliver me from blood-
guiltiness, O God, Thou
God of my salvation:
And my tongue shall sing 
aloud of Thy
righteousness.” Psalm 
51:1-14. 

A repentance such as 
this, is beyond the reach 
of our own power to ac-
complish; it is obtained 
only from Christ, who 
ascended up on high and 
has given gifts unto men. 

Just here is a point on 
which many may err, and 
hence they fail of receiv-
ing the help that Christ 
desires to give them. 
They think that they can-
not come to Christ unless 
they first repent, and that 
repentance prepares for 
the forgiveness of their 
sins. It is true that repen-
tance does precede the 
forgiveness of sins; for 
it is only the broken and 
contrite heart that will feel 
the need of a Saviour. But 
must the sinner wait till 
he has repented before 
he can come to Jesus? Is 
repentance to be made an 
obstacle between the sin-
ner and the Saviour? 
The Bible does not teach 
that the sinner must re-
pent before he can heed 
the invitation of Christ, 
“Come unto Me, all ye 
that labor and are heavy-
laden, and I will give you 
rest.” Matthew 11:28. It is 
the virtue that goes forth 
from Christ, that leads to 
genuine repentance. Peter 
made the matter clear 
in his statement to the 
Israelites when he said, 
“Him hath God exalted 
with His right hand to be 
a Prince and a Saviour, 

for to give repentance to 
Israel, and forgiveness of 
sins.” Acts 5:31. We can 
no more repent without 
the Spirit of Christ to 
awaken the conscience 
than we can be pardoned 
without Christ. 
Christ is the source of 
every right impulse. He is 
the only one that can im-
plant in the heart enmity 
against sin. Every desire 
for truth and purity, every 
conviction of our own 
sinfulness, is an evidence 
that His Spirit is moving 
upon our hearts. 
Jesus has said, “I, if I be 
lifted up from the earth, 
will draw all men unto 
Me.” John 12:32. Christ 
must be revealed to the 
sinner as the Saviour dy-
ing for the sins of the 
world; and as we behold 
the Lamb of God upon the 
cross of Calvary, the mys-
tery of redemption begins 
to unfold to our minds 
and the goodness of God 
leads us to repentance. In 
dying for sinners, Christ 
manifested a love that is 
incomprehensible; and 
as the sinner beholds this 
love, it softens the heart, 
impresses the mind, and 
inspires contrition in the 
soul. 
It is true that men some-
times become ashamed 
of their sinful ways, and 
give up some of their evil 
habits, before they are 
conscious that they are 
being drawn to Christ. 
But whenever they make 
an effort to reform, from a 
sincere desire to do right, 
it is the power of Christ 
that is drawing them. An 
influence of which they 
are unconscious works 
upon the soul, and the 
conscience is quickened, 
and the outward life is 
amended. And as Christ 
draws them to look upon 
His cross, to behold Him 
whom their sins have 
pierced, the command-
ment comes home to the 
conscience. The wick-
edness of their life, the 
deep-seated sin of the 
soul, is revealed to them. 
They begin to compre-
hend something of the 
righteousness of Christ, 
and exclaim, “What is 
sin, that it should require 
such a sacrifice for the 
redemption of its victim? 

Was all this love, all this 
suffering, all this humili-
ation, demanded, that we 
might not perish, but have 
everlasting life?” 
The sinner may resist 
this love, may refuse to 
be drawn to Christ; but 
if he does not resist he 
will be drawn to Jesus; a 
knowledge of the plan of 
salvation will lead him 
to the foot of the cross in 
repentance for his sins, 
which have caused the 
sufferings of God’s dear 
Son. 
The same divine mind 
that is working upon the 
things of nature is speak-
ing to the hearts of men 
and creating an inexpress-
ible craving for some-
thing they have not. The 
things of the world cannot 
satisfy their longing. The 
Spirit of God is plead-
ing with them to seek for 
those things that alone 
can give peace and rest—
the grace of Christ, the 
joy of holiness. Through 
influences seen and un-
seen, our Saviour is con-
stantly at work to attract 
the minds of men from 
the unsatisfying pleasures 
of sin to the infinite bless-
ings that may be theirs in 
Him. To all these souls, 
who are vainly seeking 
to drink from the broken 
cisterns of this world, 
the divine message is ad-
dressed, “Let him that is 
athirst come. And who-
soever will, let him take 
the water of life freely.” 
Revelation 22:17. 
You who in heart long for 
something better than this 
world can give, recognize 
this longing as the voice 
of God to your soul. Ask 
Him to give you repen-
tance, to reveal Christ to 
you in His infinite love, 
in His perfect purity. In 
the Saviour’s life the prin-
ciples of God’s law—love 
to God and man—were 
perfectly exemplified. 
Benevolence, unselfish 
love, was the life of His 
soul. It is as we behold 
Him, as the light from our 
Saviour falls upon us, that 
we see the sinfulness of 
our own hearts. 
We may have flat-
tered ourselves, as did 
Nicodemus, that our life 
has been upright, that our 

moral character is cor-
rect, and think that we 
need not humble the heart 
before God, like the com-
mon sinner: but when the 
light from Christ shines 
into our souls, we shall 
see how impure we are; 
we shall discern the self-
ishness of motive, the en-
mity against God, that has 
defiled every act of life. 
Then we shall know that 
our own righteousness is 
indeed as filthy rags, and 
that the blood of Christ 
alone can cleanse us from 
the defilement of sin, and 
renew our hearts in His 
own likeness. 
One ray of the glory of 
God, one gleam of the pu-
rity of Christ, penetrating 
the soul, makes every spot 
of defilement painfully 
distinct, and lays bare 
the deformity and defects 
of the human character. 
It makes apparent the 
unhallowed desires, the 
infidelity of the heart, the 
impurity of the lips. The 
sinner’s acts of disloyalty 

in making void the law 
of God, are exposed to 
his sight, and his spirit 
is stricken and afflicted 
under the searching influ-
ence of the Spirit of God. 
He loathes himself as he 
views the pure, spotless 
character of Christ. 
When the prophet Daniel 
beheld the glory sur-
rounding the heavenly 
messenger that was sent 
unto him, he was over-
whelmed with a sense of 
his own weakness and 
imperfection. Describing 
the effect of the wonder-
ful scene, he says, “There 
remained no strength in 
me: for my comeliness 
was turned in me into 
corruption, and I retained 
no strength.” Daniel 10:8. 
The soul thus touched 
will hate its selfishness, 
abhor its self-love, and 
will seek, through Christ’s 
righteousness, for the 
purity of heart that is in 
harmony with the law of 
God and the character of 
Christ. 

Paul says that as “touch-
ing the righteousness 
which is in the law”—as 
far as outward acts were 
concerned—he was 
“blameless” (Philippians 
3:6); but when the spiritu-
al character of the law was 
discerned, he saw himself 
a sinner. Judged by the 
letter of the law as men 
apply it to the outward 
life, he had abstained 
from sin; but when he 
looked into the depths of 
its holy precepts, and saw 
himself as God saw him, 
he bowed in humiliation 
and confessed his guilt. 
He says, “I was alive 
without the law once: but 
when the commandment 
came, sin revived, and I 
died.” Romans 7:9. When 
he saw the spiritual nature 
of the law, sin appeared in 
its true hideousness, and 
his self-esteem was gone. 
Copyright © 2020 by 
Ellen G. White. All Rights 
Reserved.
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St. Kitts and Nevis to reopen 
borders on October 31

By Loshaun Dixon

The date for the reopen-
ing of the borders in St. 
Kitts and Nevis has been 
designated as October 
31, 2020, Prime Minister 
Dr. Timothy Harris has 
announced.
Dr. Harris made the 
announcement at his 
monthly press confer-
ence Thursday, where he 
said that having consulted 
with critical stakeholders 
regarding their readiness, 
and taking into account 
national preparedness 
and awareness of the risk 
of COVID-19, the gov-
ernment will open the 
borders to the rest of the 
world.
Dr Harris said that 
Chairman of the St. 
Christopher Air and 
Sea Ports Authority 
(SCASPA), Damion 
Hobson, has advised 
that works at RLB 
International Airport 
commenced Monday 
September 28. 
“The contractor, Bailey 
Project Management, has 
advised SCASPA that 
work will be completed 
not later than October 
26. The first phase of 
the work addresses the 
welcome centre on the 

ramp in front of the ar-
rivals area, converting the 
VIP lounge to a medical 
screening area, and con-
structing sneeze guards 
on the counters.”
Dr. Harris said he con-
sulted with health experts, 
and they have been work-
ing with SCASPA on 
plans to retrofit the airport 
for passenger movement 
in a manner that mini-
mizes risk of COVID-19 
infection to frontline 
workers at the airport.
He emphasized that St. 
Kitts and Nevis is con-
sidered a low risk travel 
destination and has come 
a long way in the manage-
ment of the COVID-19.
“In preparation for the 
imminent opening of 
our borders, we have 
insisted that our citizens 
and residents comply 
with all health protocols, 
especially the wearing of 
masks in public, frequent 
hand washing, physical 
and social distancing, and 
we would have to remind 
people they must avoid 
large crowds and con-
gested areas. 
“These habits must be-
come second nature 
as we work to protect 
ourselves, our families, 

our friends and loved 
ones. Given that all our 
COVID-19 cases were 
travel-related or imported 
cases, strict compliance 
with the health protocols 
is the only way to contain 
the spread of the virus, 
minimizing any strain on 
our small health system, 
and loss of employment 
and productivity due to 
quarantine isolation or 
hospitalization.”
Dr. Harris said the gov-
ernment committed that 
they shall open the bor-
ders in late October on 
the assumption that the 
critical stakeholders such 
as the St. Christopher Air 
and Sea Ports Authority, 
hotel operators and the 
Ministry of Tourism, are 
preparing themselves for 
the reopening.
“I am advised by the 
Tourism Authority that 
3,458 workers in hotels, 
hospitality and transport 
sub-sectors have been 
exposed to training, as to 
the new norms for living 
and working safely in a 
COVID-19 environment. 
The prime minister in-
dicated that the borders 
reopening was not just 
for tourists or hoteliers, 
but to allow nationals 
and residents abroad the 

opportunity to return 
home to their families, 
jobs and communities in 
more regular and predict-
able way.
“We also will allow hotels 
to open for visitors and 
other guests and work 
for our people moreover. 
This is a most significant 
development...we have 
learned from the experi-
ence of others over the 
last six months. We have 
faithfully been taking 
the advice of the World 
Health Organization, 
PAHO, CARPHA and 
our own health experts.
“We can with the sup-
port of all, take the major 
step to open our economy 
fully, and we can now do 
so while minimizing risk 
to our country.”
Chief Medical Officer Dr. 
Hazel Laws explained 
some of the protocols 
that travelers would have 
to adhere to, noting that 
the Federation is taking 
best practices from other 
countries that would have 
opened before. She said 
in opening the borders 
on October 31, they are 
going to take a phased 
approach.
In Phase one, all in-
bound travelers to the 

Federation will fall into 
two categories.
The first category will 
be those coming in 
from territories within 
the Caribbean bubble. 
Travelers from outside 
the CARICOM bubble 
would be the second 
category.
“If you are coming from 
a territory outside the 
CARICOM bubble, you 
would then have a risk of 
exposure to the virus.
“If you are coming in 
from the CARICOM 
bubble and have been in 
one of those territories 
for at least 21 days, and 
once you have provided 
us with a negative PCR 
test, you will be subjected 
to screening at our airport 
and once you are not as-
ymptomatic, you will be 
allowed to integrate into 
the federation without a 
period of confinement or 
quarantine.”
She explained the process 
for those from outside the 
bubble
“If you are coming from 
outside the bubble, there 
will be a number of 
COVID-19-approved 
accommodation op-
tions open to you. These 

include the government-
designated facilities 
already in use, it also in-
cludes the pre-approved 
or certified sites, of which 
there is appropriate se-
curity facilities, and you 
also have the option of 
one of the local franchise 
hotels.”
Dr. Laws said inbound 
travelers would be con-
fined to their accommo-
dation site, with access 
to an approved package 
of services in a bubble 
for the first seven days of 
their stay or less.

“If your duration is over 
seven days, you will be 
subjected to serial testing, 
and on Day 7 you will 
be tested, and if your RT 
PCR test comes back as 
negative and your stay is 
longer than 7 days, you 
can have access to a selec-
tive menu of excursions 
and tourist destinations.”
She said the number of 
hotels allowed to take in 
tourists from the hotspots 
can be expanded in the 
second phase, and the 
number of excursions and 
tourist destination sites to 
the high-risk traveler can 
be expanded in the sec-
ond phase.

Work being done at the Airport for the reopening 
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Eastern  
Caribbean 

Bank  
approves 
six-month 
mortgage 

moratorium

BASSETERRE, St. Kitts — During his 
monthly press conference on October 1, 
Prime Minister of St. Kitts and Nevis, 
Dr. the Honourable Timothy Harris, 
commended the Eastern Caribbean 
Central Bank (ECCB) and the Eastern 
Caribbean Currency Union (ECCU) 
Bankers Association for extending its 
six month mortgage moratorium.
So far, 2,137 persons in St. Kitts and 
Nevis have applied and been approved 
for the moratorium on mortgages val-
ued at $455.6 million, said the Prime 
Minister.
The Prime Minister highlighted that 
this moratorium which was on the re-
payments of loans (principal and inter-
est) ended on September 30 but will be 
extended for another six month period 
starting October 1.
He further highlighted that “In addition 
to the deferral of payments, a waiver 
of late fees and charges will be appli-
cable to qualified customers during this 
period.”

“Going forward the loan repayment de-
ferral programme (moratorium) will be 
based on an assessment of the financial 
condition of customers,” said the Prime 
Minister with responsibility for Finance.

“Each member bank will advise its cus-
tomers of the details and processes for 
the support programme,” he said.
A moratorium period is a time during 
the loan term when the borrower is not 
required to make any repayment.
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Department of 
Environment 

focus on  

single-use 
plastics ban

BASSETERRE, St. Kitts –- The 
Department of Environment is focusing 
on banning the use of single-use plastics 
in St. Kitts and Nevis to reduce pollution 
and the demand for plastic production.
“The conversation has started with 
regards to the banning of single-use 
plastics and it is a conversation that 
must continue,” said the Minister of 
Environment, the Honourable Eric 
Evelyn, during the September 29 edition 
of ‘Leadership Matters.’
He commented on Caribbean islands 
that have banned the use of single-use 
plastics, noting that St. Kitts and Nevis 
must act now.
“St. Kitts and Nevis must take this very 
seriously and we must move expedi-
tiously to ensure that very soon we will 
have single-use plastics banned,” said 
Hon. Evelyn. “It will be done in stages; 
this will have to be in a phased approach. 
The Department of Environment will 
have consultations with the various 
stakeholders; we will have to do a lot 
of public relations to have everyone on 
board.”
Minister Evelyn said that plastics cause 
major damage on land and the marine 
environment. Reflecting on the Annual 
Coastal Clean-up organized by the 
Department of Environment, the min-
ister indicated that in 2019, participants 
for the clean-up in St. Kitts collected 
2,353 plastic pieces, 1,341 plastic bottles 
and 1,252 plastic bottle caps. Similarly, 
in Nevis, 2,285 plastic bottles, 1,841 
plastic bottle caps and 717 plastic pieces 
were collected.
The minister stressed the need and im-
portance of paying great attention to the 
beaches, as the cleanliness of the beach 
environment is beneficial to all.
“There is a lot of garbage at our beaches 
that end up in the sea, and it is bad for 
marine life. The marine life consumes 
the plastics and they get into the food 
chain. We in turn ingest those micro 
plastics and these can lead to cancer,” 
concluded Hon. Evelyn.
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Bermuda  
Police to 

Vote On  
Covid-19  
austerity  

Pay Cut.

HAMILTON, Bermuda–September 
29th, 2020–The Bermuda government 
announced yesterday that after many 
weeks of negotiations it has reached 
agreement in principle with the Bermuda 
Police Association (BPA) for the Police 
participate in the austerity measures pro-
gram for a 12-month period.
However the Police will still receive the 
cost of living increase of 2.5% for fiscal 
2017/18 and 2.0% for 2018/19 which is 
in line with the agreements reached with 
all other Public Officers.
The Minister for the Cabinet Office, the 
Hon. Wayne Furbert said, “The success-
ful negotiation of the new agreement is 
the latest step in an ongoing effort by 
the Bermuda Government to establish 
effective relationships with our Union 
partners.
“This outcome is reflective of the strong 
collaborative relationship that is evolv-
ing.  It also highlights that these Officers, 
like public officers in other sectors, have 
a willingness and desire to support the 
community during these trying eco-
nomic times.
“The Government is also particularly 
pleased as conclusion of these negotia-
tions will see the first new Conditions of 
Service Order for the Police since 2002.
“The Government is grateful to the 
teams which were engaged in the delib-
erations over the several month period 
and looks forward to working with the 
other uniformed services unions.”
While everything appears to be hunky-
dory according to the government press 
statement, Bermuda’s daily newspaper, 
The Royal Gazette reported today that 
the deal is not yet final until it passes a 
vote by the police officers. It appears 
from comments by Royal Gazette read-
ers that negotiations with correctional 
officers and firefighters are still pending.
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