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LK Hewlett 

A teacher at the 
Washington Archibald 
High School was on 
Wednesday (Jan 27) 
found guilty of the inde-
cent assault of a 15-year-
old female student. 

Hilton Bonaparte, a 
native of Trinidad who 
lives with his family at 
new Road, was a 
Principles of Business 
teacher at the school 
before he was placed on 
suspension after being 
charged with the crime. 

According to the details 
of the case, in March 
2014, Bonaparte picked 
up the teen from her 
home one night and 
drove her to Frigate Bay, 
claiming he wanted to 
talk to her. After the 
encounter the teen com-
plained to her sister that 
Bonaparte had sexually 
assaulted her and the 
matter eventually wound 
up in the hands of the 
police. 

The virtual complainant 
was one of a handful of 
prosecution witnesses 
when the case began 
Monday (Jan 25). 

The jury’s verdict was 
unanimous. 

Bonaparte, who was rep-
resented by Dr. Henry 
Browne QC and associ-

ates, will be sentenced on 
February 22. He remains 
out on bail until the sen-

By LK Hewlett 

A frightening level of 
gunplay in St. Kitts and 
Nevis over the course of 
5 days has left two young 
men dead and five others 
hospitalized. 

The first shooting inci-
dent took place in Nevis 
Saturday afternoon (Jan 
23) at around 1:30 out-
side a Spanish bar called 
Teddyz, next to Stanley’s 
supermarket on the 
island main road in 
Church Ground. 

Police reported that, 

“ T w o  
males, one 52 years of 
age and the other 36, 
were shot by an 
assailant…The assailant 
fired several gunshots at 
the victims, striking them 
multiple times.” 

The men were rushed to 
the Alexandra Hospital, 
one reportedly nursing a 
wound to his posterior. 

24 hours later, (Sunday, 
Jan 24), churchgoers and 
residents (including 
young children) near 
where Thibou Avenue 
and Central Street con-

nect were forced to scat-
ter when bullets began 
raining on a group of 
young men on the block. 
According to information 
received, a black Toyota 
Sentra drove up to the 
group, stopped and per-
sons inside the vehicle 
opened fire from the 
front and back passenger 
doors, fatally striking 24-
year-old Hassan Edwards 

of New Ponds Site 
and seriously injuring 
two others. The injured 
men were taken to the 
JNF hospital for treat-
ment. It was also report-
ed that a young boy was 
grazed on the arm by a 
bullet, however police 
have not confirmed that 
information. 

Several hours later the 
gun-slinging moved to 

the neighboring 
community of Lime 
Kiln, St. Johnston 
Village. 

One resident said at 
9:48pm she heard 
approximately 7 succes-
sive gunshots followed 
by an eighth shot a few 
seconds after. 

Cameron Rouse, said to 
be in his early 20s, was in 

his back yard when a gun 
man entered the partially 
fenced property and 
unloaded several shots. 
He was reportedly struck 
in the back of his shoul-
der. EMS turned up sev-
eral minutes later and 
technicians were seen 
administering immediate 
care to the young man on 

Two dead, five injured in multiple shootings
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Teacher found guilty of indecent 
assault of a student 

Hassan Edwards gunned down in 
McKnight

Shooting scene in Mansion Cameron Rouse, seriously injured in 
his yard in Lime Kiln

Phoenix Southwell, charged 
with the attempted murder on 
Rouse
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By LK Hewlett 

Between 2005 and 2015, 
the government of St. 
Kitts issued/sold 10,777 
primary passports 
through its Citizenship 
By Investment program. 

This information was 
revealed by Prime 
Minister Dr. Timothy 
Harris during Tuesday’s 
(Jan 26) session of the 
National Assembly. 

“It has been an onerous 
task to locate passport 
records prior to June 
2005…The Ministry of 
National Security has 
been in touch with the 
company responsible for 
the supply of passports 
and the development, 
deployment, mainte-
nance, and support for 
the machine readable 
passport system. As a 
result of this, we are in a 
position to account to the 
people and country on 
the number of passports 
issued to economic citi-
zens or primary passports 
issued under the CBI 
progam,” he explained. 

In 2005 only six such 
passports were issued, in 
2006- 19; 2007- 75; 
2008- 202; 2009-292; 
2010- 664; 2011- 1092; 
2012-1758; 2013- 2044; 
2014- 2329; and in 2015- 
2296. 

PM Harris said nationals 
from 127 countries 
across the globe had been 
beneficiaries of passports 
through the economic 
citizenship program, 

however more so nation-
als from Asia and 
Europe. He added that 
the number of passports 
issued to any one country 
ranged from 1 to 2272. 

“That is the data for a 
very long time the coun-
try had been asking 
about, and the demand 
had become huge in the 
context of the fact that in 
2014 the last administra-
tion let the country down 

and let the cit-
izens down,” 
the Prime 
Minister said, 
reminding of 
the May 2014 
FinCEN advi-
sory by the US 
T r e a s u r y  
D e p a r t m e n t  
which charged 
that the Denzil 
Douglas- led 
administration 
was “allow-

ing” illicit actors to par-
ticipate in the CBI 
scheme. He also referred 
to Canada withdrawing 
its visa-free access to St. 
Kitts-Nevis citizens 
entering that country 
with SKN passports in 
November 2014, citing 
serious border security 
concerns with who was 
entering Canada using 
passports gained through 
the economic citizenship 
program. 

“In the context of these 
exposures by the govern-

ment of Canada and the 
government of the 
United States of 
America, it was clear that 
the reckless way in 
which the past adminis-
tration managed the citi-
zenship program, had 
created trouble for us in 
the international commu-
nity.” 

Dr. Harris pledged that 
his Team Unity govern-
ment would not, by 
course of its actions, 
bring the country or its 
travel document into dis-
repute or jeopardy.

Over 10,700 St. Kitts-Nevis economic 
passports issued in 10 years

INCREDIBLE REAL ESTATE DEALS 
BELOW MARKET PRICE. 

 
A LOCAL LICENSED REAL ESTATE COMPANY IN  

ST. KITTS HAS SOME DISTRESSED PROPERTY DEALS 
BEING OFFERED IN ST. KITTS THAT THE OWNERS ARE 

WILLING TO SELL WAY UNDER MARKET PRICES. 
 

IF YOU WANT A DEAL ON REAL ESTATE IN ST. KITTS THIS IS IT!!!!! 
 

INTERESTED PERSONS WOULD NEED TO EMAIL TO: 
OKSANA AT: observnv@sisterisles.kn AND SPECIFY THAT 

YOU ARE INTERESTED IN THIS AD ON DISTRESSED 
PROPERTY BUYS.  BE SURE WHEN YOU REPLY TO 

INCLUDE YOUR HOME LANDLINE, WORK NUMBER, ALL 
CELL NUMBERS AND THE EMAIL ADDRESS TO CONTACT YOU. 

 
IF YOU LIVE OUTSIDE OF THE USA, CANADA, OR ST. KITTS 

AND NEVIS, PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR SKYPE ADDRESS. 
 

SOME OF THESE PROPERTIES ALSO INCLUDE PROPER-
TIES THAT QUALIFY FOR CITIZENSHIP IN ST. KITTS AND 

NEVIS IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN THAT OPTION. 
 

THIS REAL ESTATE COMPANY IS CURRENTLY RUNNING 
A SPECIAL OFFER WHERE IF YOU PURCHASE A PROP-

ERTY BECAUSE YOU WANT TO GET CITIZENSHIP IN  
ST.  KITTS AND NEVIS, YOUR LEGAL CIU CITIZENSHIP 
FEES WOULD BE PAID IF YOU BRING A COPY OF THIS 

AD BEFORE YOU BUY. 
 

THIS WILL SAVE YOU 1000’S OF DOLLARS IN LEGAL FEES. 



The Prime Minister recently announced that the federation’s jobs are for 
citizens and residents first. This announcement has come after the 
Minister of Labour & Social Security allegedly instructed that illegal but 
working immigrants are not to be covered by Social Security.  Bravo to 
both ministers, but how?  So this week, we offer an explanation and 
some suggestions. 

A work permit is a bond that restricts an immigrant to work with/for a par-
ticular employer. It is formal permission that is granted to the employer to 
employ the worker, rather than permission for the worker to search for 
work.  The permission is stamped in the passport of the worker, but bears 
no reference to the employer.  Nevis issues a picture id card to the work-
er, St Kitts does not. 

The work permit is non-refundable and not transferable, neither from 
employer to employer nor from island to island.  It is cancelled when the 
worker and the employer ‘fall out”.  It is illegal for the employee to be 
charged for the work permit, it must be paid for in full by the employer, 
who incidentally has no right to hold the passport of the worker.  So if an 
employer gets permission in January to hire an immigrant, but the 
arrangement breaks down in February, the employer loses all his money 
and the previously legal immigrant becomes illegal once again. Worse, 
the Employer will have to restart the process all over again at full annu-
al costs. 

It is alleged that the work permits are a big business for some 
entrepreneurs.  It is also alleged that the hiring of illegal workers is an 
effective cost cutting measure, especially if social security is not payable 
for them as this translates to an immediate saving of 9%. Besides, they 
are illegal and easily exploited, so they produce more bricks with less 
straw.  Added to this, all the risk resides with the worker, who, if caught, 
is deported while little penalty is applied to the employer.   

Further, despite the assurances to OECS & CARICOM, self application 
is not contemplated under the law but is allegedly only allowed in Nevis.   

We suggest that the government needs to review the structure of work 
permits; to survey its labour market to develop local capacity and to 
guide skill importation.  When Cabinets – local and federal - are approv-
ing projects, there must be a protectionist clause attached to the permis-
sion (notwithstanding WTO).  Companies must not be allowed to down-
grade managerial positions when they are forced to go local either.  And 
finally, citizens and residents need to step up to the plate, offer better 
customer service and enhanced loyalty in the workplace.  Too many of 
our nationals seem to feel that the Federation owes us a living without us 
having to working for it.
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By Jermine Abel 

Whether the newly 
passed fisheries legisla-
tion will hurt or help 
local fishermen was the 
subject of debate when 
the government bill 
was tabled in the 
National Assembly on 
Tuesday (Jan 26). 

The Fisheries, 
Aquaculture and 
Marine Resources Bill 
of 2015, which the gov-
ernment says seeks to 
protect the Federation’s 
interest in the fishing 
sector both locally and 
internationally, was 
however passed with-
out objection after sever-
al hours of debate. 

During the first sitting of 
Parliament for 2016, the 
Bill had its second and 
third readings before it 
was passed into law, hav-
ing been introduced in 
November 2015. 

Minister of Agriculture 
and Fisheries, Hon. 
Eugene Hamilton during 
his presentation argued 
that the amendments will 
correct “intricacies” that 
have arisen in the fishing 
sector over the last sever-
al years that legislators 
before him did not fore-
see. 

He pointed to the estab-
lishment of a committee 
to oversee licensing of 
fishing vessels in the 
Federation and screening 
of international ships 
seeking to fly the flag of 
St. Kitts and Nevis, as 
some of the changes 
coming under the new 
piece of legislation.  

The amendments also 
cater for the development 
of an Appeals Committee 
and the establishment of 

a Fisheries, Aquaculture 
and Marine Advisory 
Council. 

“These are important 
institutions based on this 
new Act, which had not 
been there before... in the 
governance structure,” 
Minister Hamilton said. 

The National Assembly 
was reminded by the 
Minister on the reason 
for the amendments, 
pointing to an interna-
tional fisheries meeting 
in 2014 where controver-
sy arose over conflicting 
seafood import export 
data relating to conch 
caught in St. Kitts-Nevis 
waters. 

Against that backdrop, 
the Minister stressed that 
the legislation was need-
ed to protect local fisher-
men and ensure that all 
ships were properly doc-
umented. 

Additionally, Hamilton 
noted, government 
would ensure that fish 
caught and marketed 
from the Federation are 
in compliance with local 
and international laws. 

 “We must have this leg-
islation in order that we 
can identify those ves-
sels- have them properly 
registered- so that they 
can have access to what-
ever benefits (that) are 
being offered in the state 
of St. Kitts and Nevis.” 

Attorney General and 
Minister of Legal Affairs, 
Vincent Byron Jr lent 
support to the Bill saying 
the amendments provides 

for an improved system 
of monitoring and con-
trolling vessels, even 
when they are not in the 
federation’s territorial 
waters 

He iformed that the 
enactment of the amend-
ments would see the 
1984 Fisheries Act being 
repealed. 

 “As I understand it, the 
goal of the Ministry for 
Marine Resources is to 
extend the scope of the 
current legislative frame-
work in relation to our 
fishing industry. In that 
regard, the bill is intend-
ed to address various 

challenges faced by the 
fisheries sector.” 

Opposition Senator, 
Nigel Carty questioned 
the validity of several of 
the committees to be 
established when the law 
becomes operational. 

 “This piece of legisla-
tion seems to have been 
modified, customized 
with a view to creating a 
number of boards...When 

one looks at the 
Development Fund 
Board outlined in Section 
16.2, one wonders 
whether some of these 
Boards and Committees 
have been put together 
solely to provide space to 
fit people.” 

Further, Carty expressed 
his view that the govern-
ment did not hold consul-
tation with the requisite 
parties in the fishing sec-
tor who will be directly 
affected. He called for 
more inclusion of local 
fisher folk on the various 
committees. 

 “From what I see from 
running through this 

entire piece of legisla-
tion, one doesn’t get the 
idea or certainly the 
impression that the local 
fishing community has 
been on board, and has 
been included as an 
important part of the 
mechanism for decision 
making with respect to 
the plans for the sector,” 
he said. 

In July 2015, the govern-
ment held one of a num-

ber of public consulta-
tions with fishermen on 
the new legislation, 
where Permanent 
Secretary in the Ministry 
of Agriculture, Alistair 
Edwards explained that 
the government had rec-
ognized the need for a 
comprehensive system 
that ensures sustainable 
management of the 
Federation’s maritime 
resources. He stated that 
this must be done in 
compliance with interna-
tional regulation.  

Another source of con-
tention Carty pointed 
out, was how easily fish-
ermen could inadvertent-

ly end up breaching the 
new laws, resulting in 
heavy fines or jail time. 

Minister Hamilton in his 
presentation on the bill, 
said that there will be 
several prohibition com-
ing on stream when the 
law comes into effect, 
including penalties for 
persons found “tamper-
ing with or the destruc-

tion of property in the 
fisheries water, whether 
in our water or our ships 
plying their trade” and 
“prohibition for the sale 
of adulterated and conta-
minated fish”. 

Other key amendments 
to the Fisheries Act are 
the mandatory registra-
tion for all fishermen 
plying their trade, penal-
ties for international 
ships flying the 
Federation’s flag that 
break local or interna-
tional laws, increased 
monitoring to protect 
from over fishing, and 
addressing conflict of 
interest.
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Debate wages over new fisheries legislation



 

LK Hewlett 

Prime Minister and 
Minister of Finance Hon. 
Dr. Timothy Ha rris has 
informed that the VAT 
discount day in 
December 2015 yielded 
the highest sales since its 
inception. 

“In 2015, one VAT day, it 
has recorded so far, just 
under $41 million. The 
Inland Revenue 
Department has said 
there is still outstanding 
sales information that is 
to be submitted to the 
department by the busi-
ness entities approved for 
participation,” PM Harris 
informed during parlia-
ment on Tuesday (Jan 
26). 

“The single VAT day 
brought sales of the high-
est record in the history 
of the application of the 
discounted VAT rate …” 

He said even in cases 
where there were two 
VAT days sales amassed 
did not reach the level it 
had last year. According 
to the Prime Minister, 
this speaks to the vibran-
cy within the economy 
and “the able fiscal man-
agement of the country 
by the Team Unity 
administration”. 

In 2011 there was one 
VAT day where con-
sumers paid 7%- sales 
totaled $13 million, 
according to Inland 
Revenue Department 
data. In 2012, with two 
VAT days in December 
where consumers paid 

5%, $26 million in sales 
was recorded. 2013 saw 
two VAT days at 5% 
totaling $37 million; and 
in 2014 they totaled $40 
million. 

Of the 83 participating 
businesses, 23 were in 
Nevis, which accounted 
for just under $11mil in 
sales. 

The government 
announced last year that 
it would only give one 
VAT discount day, 
December 18, unlike the 
two days the previous 
administration gave in 
recent years. On that day, 
goods were sold at 5% 
Value Added Tax instead 
of the standard 17%. 
Services did not attract 
the discount. 

Pm Harris pointed out 
the objective of the VAT 
discount day was to 
enhance the business 
environment by fostering 
localized consumer 
spending. 

In December many of the 
larger retailers offered 
additional discounts to 
coincide with the VAT 
Day, which saw more 
people buying bigger 
ticket items such as 
household furniture and 
appliances, and construc-
tion material. As VAT 
was removed from food 
in April 2015, supermar-
kets were not flooded 
with shoppers like they 
had on previous VAT 
days. 

Car dealerships sold a 
record number of vehi-

cles- 230 (175 in St. Kitts 
and 55 in Nevis) com-
pared to 155 vehicles 
sold on the 2014 VAT 
day. 

“These are all indictors 
that people have more 
disposable income and 
are able to do more,” the 
PM said. 

The reduction in VAT 
means that the govern-
ment will have to recoup 
forgone revenue. PM 
Harris explained it is 
expected that what was 
lost on VAT day would 
be recovered through 
increased corporate and 
sales tax of businesses 
from the increased rev-
enue generated on that 
day. 

“The improved volume 
of activity usually gener-
ated at this particular 
point in the lives of busi-
nesses would reflect 
itself in a spin off,” he 
said. 

PM Harris was proud of 
the fact that the forgone 
revenue for the 2015 
VAT day was only 
$41,000. In 2011 the 
government had forgone 
just over $1mil on the 
reduced VAT day, about 
$3mil in 2012, in 2013- 
$3.8mil, and around 
$4mil in 2014, he report-
ed. 

“This is remarkable. 
We’ve had the best sales 
on record in the history 
of reduced VAT days and 
we have saved the coun-
try revenues comparative 
to the other years.” 
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PM Harris: 2015 was best 
VAT discount day ever



Jermine Abel 

Prime Minister, Dr. the 
Hon. Timothy Harris has 
disclosed that the gov-
ernment will be making a 
concerted effort to have 
the National Housing 
Policy brought to the 
public’s domain by the 
end of February. 

The topic of government 
housing was raised by 
several callers to the gov-
ernment’s weekly live 
radio program ‘Working 
for You’, where the 
prime minister was 
Wednesday’s (Jan 27) 
guest. One woman asked 
about the distribution of 
houses built just before 
the elections in Halfway 
Tree. 

“In the matter of housing, 
I will hope to get this 
matter addressed in a 
quick way,” Dr. Harris 
said. 

“The Minister of 
Housing is charged with 
the responsibility of 

bringing a policy paper 
to the Cabinet, so that we 
could make a determina-
tion not just on this par-
ticular case (Halfway 
Tree) in which you refer-
enced...but generally the 
housing policy of Team 
Unity, and we will unfold 
that.” 

Dr. Harris indicated that 
efforts will be made to 
have the process move in 
a more robust manner, so 
that the government can 
meet their stipulated 
deadline 

“We will want to unfold 
that within the next 
month or so, and I will 
ensure that the Ministry 
of Housing moves with 
deliberate speed and 
thoughtfulness to ensure 
that we are in a position 
to meet that particular 
timeframe.” 

According to the Prime 
Minister, 2016 would be 
a year of action and the 
start of “Team Unity’s 
housing program”. 

To this end, he pointed 
out that the new policy 
will be a comprehensive 
plan that looks into dis-
tributing lands to quali-
fied individuals at a 
reduced cost, so they can 
construct houses instead 
of being dependant on 
the state-owned National 
Housing Corporation 
(NHC). 

“We shall be comprehen-
sive, it shall not be just 
about NHC building 
homes, it will also be 
about how the govern-
ment incentivizes indi-
viduals to build their own 
homes. How can we for 
example, by making 
lands available at give-
away prices, ensure that 
those individuals who 
can are able to acquire 
land and then move on to 
the next stage in terms of 
advancing the property 
development?” 

One month before the 
February 2015 elections, 
however, a then opposi-
tion Team Unity pledged 

if it formed the govern-
ment, it would construct 
and/or facilitate the own-
ership of 2000 homes in 
its first term of office. 

Thus far the government 
has only continued or 
completed housing pro-
jects started under the 
previous administration, 
although plans are being 
rolled out in terms of the 
construction of apart-
ment-type housing in 
East Basseterre. 
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National Housing Policy to be drafted within weeks 
Gov’t plugs land distribution over building homes

 

VACANCY 
 
The Bank of Nevis Limited invitesapplications from suitably qualified persons to fill a position of: 
 

Senior Recoveries Officer 
 

 

KEY RESPONSIIBLITIES 
Duties include, but are not limited to: 

 Preparation of correspondences to delinquent loan customers, internal and external 
counsels and collection agencies 

 Prepare demand letters/loan and current account delinquent letters 
 Prepare reports for Loans Committee 
 Liaise with external collection organisations 
 Audit delinquent accounts considered to be uncollectible to ensure maximum efforts 

have been taken before assigning ‘bad debt’ status to account 
 Prepare proposals for restructured loans 
 Make Court Appearances 

 
SKILLS AND ATTRIBUTES REQUIRED: 

 General Knowledge of banking systems 
 Understanding of the internal and external banking environment 
 Good knowledge of lending guidelines 
 Good understanding of security taking and documentation 
 People management skills 
 Good communication skills with ability to effectively communicate with professionals 

(accountants, attorneys at law and appraisers) 
 Organisational skills 
 Self- motivated 

 
QUALIFICATIONS NEEDED: 

 At least 5 years experience in practical lending to included retail and domestic credit 
 Formal credit training and domestic banking experience 

 

 
 

All applications must be submitted byFebruary 12th2016: - 
 

The Human Resource Manager 
The Bank of Nevis Limited 
P O Box 450, Main Street  
Charlestown, Nevis 
Tel: 869-469-5564,Fax: 869-469-1039, Email: info@thebankofnevis.co m or sbyron@thebankofnevis.com 

THE BANK OF NEVIS LIMITED 



By Jermine Abel 

Staff at the JNFnHospital 
will soon have to clock 
time cards as the govern-
ment implements a 

stricter ‘pay for work 
done’ policy in the face 
of widespread absen-
teeism. 

This revelation_came 
from Minister of State in 
the Ministry of Health, 
Hon. Wendy Phipps 
when_The Observer 
asked about claims that 
Emergency Medical 
Technicians (EMT) at 
JNF_are complaining 
that they are being forced 
to work twelve or more 
hour shifts_per day with 
no compensation. 

The Minister_explained 
that it was not a matter of 
shortage of manpower, it 
was a case where_per-
sons working on shifts 
would not show up for 
work, forcing those on 
the_previous shift to 
have to stay on as their 
posts, such as EMTs, 
could not be left_un-
manned. 

“We have had a_number 

of problems at the J N 
France Hospital and at 
some of our other_satel-
lite posts...especially 
when it relates to our 
shift workers. There 
has_been a tenancy 
where people work an 8 
hour shift and then sud-
denly you get a_call from 
the person to relieve that 
individual saying ‘I can’t 
make it in to_work.” 

She said even_though 
persons are on salary a 
new clocking system will 
be used to monitor_per-
sons who are working 
and those absent, and 
payments will be 
made_accordingly. 

Staffers will not_be able 
to sign in or clock time 
cards for coworkers as 
the new system will be_a 
biometric one. 

“Every shift 
worker_within the health 
system, even if you are 
going to be paid a month-
ly salary,_you will also 
be paid on a system of 
using a clock, a biometric 
clock that is. In_other 
words, it means you can-
not sign in your friend 
when he or she does 
not_turn up for work.”  

She pointed out_that this 
system is already institut-

ed at several private sec-
tor entities_around the 
federation.   

“We are basically_con-
vinced that that is the 
only resort that we have 
left to make sure that 
the_money earned in 
terms of taxes is not 

going to waste on 
employees who 
figure_that their employ-
ment in the civil service 
is just a job.” 

Absenteeism has_been 
an issue plaguing the 
public sector on a whole 
for many years, 
Minister_Phipps said. 

As a matter of_fact, the 
Minister of Health has a 
pilot project to deal with 

productivity and_perfor-
mance. In our case it was 
called Human Resources 
to Health; that_particular 
project will be focusing 
on the same issues that I 
iterated - which_has to 
do with issues of absen-
teeism or poor work 
ethic.” 

When asked if there_was 
any correlation between 
the Jan 17 accident 
involving an ambulance 

and a church_bus in 
Sandy Point and the pos-
sibility that the driver 
had been working 
a_twelve hour shift, she 
shied away from making 
any such connection. 

“When the ambu-
lance_was travelling to 
the country to pick up a 
patient on site, had the 
individual_driving the 
ambulance and the 
accompanying technician 
said to the matron, 
‘sorry,_my shift is over’, 
then what would have 
happened to that individ-
ual and then_perhaps we 
would have had a differ-
ent conversation right 
now.” 

n order to ensure_there is 
adequate Emergency 
Medical staff, the 
Minister explained, the 
government has_recruit-
ed back into the civil ser-
vice part time, one senior 
EMT officer and 
has_recently trained 
more than 12 new EMT 
personnel who would 
soon be placed at_health 
institutions in the federa-
tion, the Minister 
revealed. 

Minister of State for 
Health, Hon. Wendy 
Phipps 

C M Y K

The St. Kitts-Nevis Observer. Friday January 29, 2016Page 8

Gov’t to use time clocks to monitor 
hours of work for JNF staff

Now Hiring" 

 
Hiring: Bar manager with 3 years experience. 8 

years bar service.  
Restaurant manager 3 years experience.  

Assistant food and beverage manager with 6 
years experience.  

6 years prior, in 5* or 4* service a plus.  
Email:adisajjoseph@gmail.com

  Advisory from 

The St. Kitts-Nevis Observer... 
BEWARE THE SCAMMERS! 

Beware of correspondence which 
purports to make you rich overnight.  

DO NOT give out ANY  
information concerning your  

credit card, bank account, phone 
number or even your address.



C M Y K
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Another of the stalwarts 
and great champions of 
the Test match era has 
called - rather was forced 
- to call time on his great 
career that spanned over 
two decades.  

To true connoisseurs of 
  real, attritional  Test 
match cricket at its best, 
this is an irreparable loss, 
the end of a golden 
era....Shall we see the 
likes of him ever again? 
No ... They simply don’t 
make Test match cham-
pions of Shiv’s ilk these 
days!  Hearing news of 
the  Tiger’s retirement 
brought a lump in the 
throat to this reader, and 
I’m sure, the same sink-
ing feeling must have 
enveloped  scores of 
Shiv’s fans half-way 
across the cricketing 
world, here in India. The 
reality of Shiv’s depar-
ture from Test cricket is 
yet to sink in fully... that 
the champion 
from    Guyana and the 
greater Caribbean has 
been denied a proper 
send-off befitting his 
immense stature, and that 
Shiv has walked into the 
cricketing  sunset, never 
to be seen again wielding 

the willow on the inter-
national stage.  

Words don’t come easily 
on such occasions. 
Words fail us mere mor-
tals who follow the 
nuances and intricacies 
of Test match cricket at 
its riveting best,  when 
cricketing immortals like 
Shiv fade away into the 
oblivion .... Only memo-
ries remain, of their pro-
found achievements and 
immense contribution to 
the game. Are we likely 
to see another such crick-
eting great again, who 
carried immense talent so 
easily on his slight shoul-
ders, who upheld the 
highest moral  principles 
of sportsmanship 
even  whilst he played it 
aggressively, to the core 
of his cricketing fiber 
and soul. No. Cricket in 
this age is no more about 
‘real’ Test match players 
who played the 
game  passionately, for 
the  sheer, unadulterated 
bliss it brought them and 
to the cricketing audi-
ence at large. It’s become 
a hugely commercial-
ized, abbreviated 
and diluted version of its 
golden past.   

What were my lasting 
memories of Shiv, the 
lad from Unity village, 
Guyana? Those etched 
indelibly - seem so dis-
tant in memory, now that 
his retirement has put 
Test  cricketing timeline 
in proper perspective   - 
 are the infinite battles he 
fought so valorously, 
many a time in the com-
pany of the sublime 
genius of the “Prince” of 
the  Caribbean, nay, 
world cricket, Brian 
Lara. Or with only the 
tail-enders, or the late 
middle-order for compa-
ny at the other end; while 
he faced, head-on,  the 
full wrath of the unceas-
ing  pace barrage (or 
spiteful spin from cham-
pion spinners that made 
the ball spit like a 
cobra  at the striker’s 
end), taking blows to his 
body,  and none-too-
rare  racist jibes and 
sledging,  with unparal-
leled resolve and clarity 
of mind, in circum-
stances  that always 
seemed insurmountable 
for a team that was on 
terminal and rapid 
decline - and way  well 
past its golden age - for 
the majority of his career. 

No one particular innings 
can be singled out in this 
unending saga of his 
immense batting contri-
bution against seemingly 
impossible odds    to his 
team. All  of them were 
gems in their own right, 
and together they make a 
garland of great, ‘in-the-
trenches’  Test match 
innings.    

However, his 118 against 
old foe Australia at 
Kingston in 2008 stands 
out like a beacon for the 
sheer never-say-die spirit 

of the man, his immense 
courage to soldier 
on  after being dealt a 
sickening blow to 
his  head by Brett Lee. 
And, who can forget 
his    104 -  again versus 
Australia - at St. John’s , 
Antigua, when he crafted 
a brilliant, back-to-the-
wall 104, and along with 
Ramnaresh Sarwan, won 
the day for his  team. Or, 
his 69-ball century at the 
Bourda Oval, 
Georgetown  -  against 
who else but the 
Aussies  - was a rare, 

incandescent gem of an 
innings  that was con-
jured up under very try-
ing    circumstances 
against a champion 
bowling  side. This 
innings of pure 
c o u n t e r -
attacking  genius  was a 
very  rare insight onto 
the cricketing mind of a 
champion batsman who 
was more often seen 
through his career try-
ing to salvage his 
team’s precarious bat-
ting  position. A coura-
geous  captain of a 
ship that was in eternal 
batting doldrums. And   
what a champion he 
was for the West Indian 
team for over two 
decades.  

It’s very  unlikely, nay, 
impossible, that we 

shall see the likes of him 
again on the world crick-
eting   stage, for he was 
one of a rare breed of 
cricketers that they don’t 
make anymore. Here’s 
wishing Shiv a long and 
happy life post-retire-
ment. You have given us 
fans enough cricketing 
memories to last a life-
time. So long, Shiv.  

PVS Sudhakar Rao 

Hyderabad 

INDIA

So long, Shiv.......



LK Hewlett 

The island’s main med-
ical institution, the 
Joseph N France 
Hospital, is racking up 
tens of millions in expen-
diture each year but only 
recouping a small frac-
tion in revenue. 

According to Minister of 
Health Hon. Eugene 
Hamilton, in 2014 the 
hospital took in EC $3 
million despite being 
allocated over $20 mil-
lion for expenditure. 

“In 2014 JNF only col-
lected $3 million; expen-
diture in the $25million 
range but the revenue 
earned in 2014 is only $3 
million.” 

He said of the $29 mil 
that has been allocated 
for recurrent expenditure 
for health in 2016, JNF 
will consume “the lion’s 
share” of $25 mil or 86% 
of the entire health bud-
get. 

The previous govern-
ment also allocated $29.2 
million to the Ministry of 
Health for recurrent 
expenditure for 2015, 
although it was not 
revealed the revenue 
generated by the hospital 
for that year. 

Although state-owned 
health facilities are not 
expected to be profitable 
entities, Minister 
Hamilton said the use of 
modern technology 
which allows for pay-
ment for services using 
credit, debit cards and 
health insurance cards, 
must be utilized to 
recoup more revenue. 

“I expect you who are the 
hospital executive to 
fully utilize inherent 
applications to carry out 
stricter accountability of 
the people’s money and 
property.” 

He continued, “I issue 
this challenge to manage-
ment to do now what it 
takes to ensure the hospi-
tal recovers its costs. I 
challenge all of us to rec-

ommend and put the 
right people and mea-
sures in place to carry out 
expert inventory man-

agement, utilization 
tracking and supervision 
of the practices of doc-
tors and nurses and tech-
nicians.” 

This includes monitoring 
how much medication is 
dispensed to individuals 
and the prescribing 
habits of doctors. 

With the donation of 
$130,000 worth of com-
puter equipment from the 
Taiwanese government, 

Hamilton charged the 
administrators of JNF to 
utilize the move to com-
puterized health informa-
tion system to become 
more effective and effi-
cient at cost forecasting, 
cost tracking, cost con-
tainment and the overall 
planning and manage-
ment of the resources. 

“The hospital manage-
ment information system 
is expected to meet the 
critical and long overdue 

need to track the invento-
ry, deployment and use 
of assets and the associ-
ated costs. Cost is impor-
tant in all of this. This 
donation in some 
respects, marks an incep-
tion point in the optimal 
resource, cost forecasting 
and the utilization, track-
ing and cost containment 

mechanisms.” 

Hamilton said adminis-
trative costs for the JNF, 
which is a secondary 
level medical institution, 
is extremely high for a 
small hospital serving a 
small population. The 
government would focus 
more on education and 
prevention he said, 
instead of expending 
more for treatment. 

“Ours is a small institu-
tion with limited 
resources and so too our 
nation is small with lim-
ited resources. We cannot 
spend all our resources 
on chronic diseases and 
injuries. My government 
therefore, in the 2016 
budget and in the future, 
will invest more in health 
promotion and preven-
tion because they are 
much cheaper than the 
cost of the cure. 

“Therefore JNF hospital 
will continue to offer a 
full range of specialty 
prevention and diagnos-
tic treatment services 
expected in a secondary 
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LK Hewlett 

The Basseterre High 
School on Tuesday 
morning (Jan 
26) held a spe-
cial assembly 
marking a 
very sad occa-
sion, the sud-
den death of 
one of its 
youngest stu-
dent. 

A New Road 
family was 
plunged into 
grief Monday 
when 12-year-
old Roshana 
A r c h i b a l d  
T u c k e t t  
passed away 
at the JNF 
Hospital. 

According to 
a friend of the family, the 
teen’s mother came home 
late last week to find her 
collapsed in the house, 
with swelling around her 
eyes. She was warded in 

intensive care as doctors 
struggled to figure out 
what had caused her 
mysterious condition. 

The teen was eventually 
put on life support after 
her condition rapidly 
deteriorated, and after 
her vital signs crashed a 
couple of times Monday 
morning, doctors were 

unable to revive her. 

Roshana, a student of 
1G4 along with her twin 

brother, was 
described as a 
fun-loving, ener-
getic young girl 
with many 
friends. 

Classmates paid 
tribute in various 
ways during the 
tear-jerking cere-
mony, and stu-
dents were asked 
to wear blue, 
R o s h a n a ’ s  
favorite color, for 
mufti day on 
Friday. 

The family has 
not yet finalized 
funeral arrange-
ments for the 
young girl. 

The Observer extends 
sincere condolences to 
the family and friends of 
Roshana Archibald 
Tuckett.
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BHS holds special assembly 
for deceased student

 
 

ORGANISATION OF EASTERN CARIBBEAN STATES  
VACANCIES 

 
 
Applications are invited from interested and suitably 
qualified nationals of OECS and Caribbean Community 
(CARICOM) Member States to fill the position of Senior 
Programme Manager in the OECS Commission, with 
assigned duty station in Saint Lucia.  
 
The Senior Programme Manager will also work in 
close collaboration with Divisional Directors, Heads of 
Units, and Programme and Project teams of the 
Commission, in ensuring successful and transparent 
implementation of the Work Programming and Resource 
Mobilisation initiatives of the Commission. 
  
Applicants can obtain further details from www.oecs.org 
or URL address: http://www.oecs.org/about-the-
oecs/who-we-are/job-opportunities.  
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By Jermine Abel 

An eight goal thriller between ELCO 
Limited St. Peters and SOL Island 
Auto Conaree on Tuesday (Jan 27) at 
Warner Park Football Stadium saw 
both teams sharing a point. 

Double strikes from St. Peters’ Dionis 
Stevens (3rd & 20th minute) and 
Conaree’s Glenroy Samuel (11th & 
65th minute) were the mainstay for 
their teams as they earned a 4-4 draw. 

In the lone game Tuesday evening, St. 
Peter’s took the lead in the 3rd minute 
after Dionis Steven struck; Conaree 
would equalize eight minutes later 
through Samuels. 

However, St. Peter’s jumped ahead 2-1 
in the 16th minute when Tijhaun Isaac 
netted what would soon be followed by 
Stevens’ strike in the 20th minute. 

Wazim Howe and Errol O’Loughlin 
would soon pull things back for 
Conaree when they scored in the 30th 
and 34th minutes respectively, to send 

their team into the halftime break 
locked at 3-3. 

Samuels would push Conaree ahead 4-
3, but Imron Ponteen rescued St. 
Peter’s with an  87th minute goal. 

Meanwhile action from the weekend 
saw Winners Circle Newtown United 
trouncing Rivers of Living 8-0, on the 
back of an Ian “Rumpy” Lake hat trick 
 (8th, 41st & 45th minute) on Saturday 
(Jan 23rd). 

He gained support from Yohannes 
Mitcham in the 65th minute, while 
Carlos Bertie’s 82nd & 90th minute 
double inflicted salt in the wounds of 
the   Rivers team. Tamal Osbourne in 
the 80th and Vidal Hendrickson’s goal 
in the 85th minute was the icing on the 
cake. 

Second placed Flow 4G Cayon 
Rockets was held to a 1-1 draw by S. L 
Horsford St. Pauls United. Both teams 
launched early attacks on the goals, 
registering multiple near misses in the 
opening minutes. 

Kevin Benjamin opened the scoring 
for Cayon in the 17th minute. Not long 
after, Cayon failed to capitalize on a 
free kick to increase their lead when 
the strike was stopped by the goal-
keeper. A second free kick just before 
the half went sailing over the goal post 
as the two top teams ended the first 
half 1-0. 

The second half saw equally physical 
and fast-paced play. A strike from 
Terence Ward in the 58th minute was 
deflected off  a Cayon defender’s hand 
into the net to give St. Pauls an equal-
izing goal. 

St. Pauls took a second swipe at the 
goal 20 minutes later with a superb 
header that was called offside. 

Scores from Sunday: Rams Village 
Superstars 4-0 Bath United 

Kimaree Rogers in the 40th (penalty) 
& 71st minute, own goal by Davidson 
Jarvis of Bath United in the 81st 
minute and Giovannie Lake 85th 
minute. 

Fast Cash SPD United 1- 1 Hobson 
Enterprises Garden Hotspurs 

Sheldon Richards in the 62nd minute 
for Fast Cash SPD and Shaquille Adam 
85th minute for Hobson Enterprises 
Garden Hotspurs. 

Upcoming action: Saturday (Jan 30), 
Rivers of Living Water takes on Elco 
Limited St. Peters from 5:30pm, fol-
lowed by H.E Garden Hotspurs bat-
tling SOL Island Auto Conaree from 
8:00pm. 

On Sunday at Warner Park (Jan 31st) 
from 4:30pm, Bath United plays Lime 
4G Cayon Rockets and at 7:00pm 
Winners Circle Newtown United bat-
tles Rams Village Superstars. On 
Tuesday (Feb 2) Fast Cash SPD United 
comes up against S.L. Horsford St. 
Pauls United at 7:00pm.

Race for Football Premier League glory 
intensifies



By Jermine Abel 

On the back of Fire and 
Rescue Services report-
ing an increase in the 
number of fires in 2015, 
the department received 
a timely donation of two 
brand new state-of-the-
art fire tenders to aid in 
its fire fighting capabili-
ty. 

On Thursday (Jan 28), 
the keys to the two ten-
ders, HME Incorporated 
1871 Series with the 
Rosenbauer lift and a 
7400 Series 
International, were hand-
ed over to Fire Chief 
Everett O’garro by 
Permanent Secretary in 
the Ministry of National 
Security, Osmond Petty. 

O’garro said the commis-
sioning of the vehicles 
comes at an opportune 
time for his agency, since 
it fits into their fleet 
renewal initiative which 
commenced in 2010. 

“This initiative which 
has received the full sup-
port of the present gov-
ernment as part of a mas-
ter plan that is geared 
towards enhancing and 
improving the overall 
effectiveness and effi-
ciency of the Fire and 
Rescue Services.” 

According to the Fire 
Chief, the vehicles were 

built to the highest stan-
dard by Rosenbauer 
America, a company out 
of Minneapolis, 
Minnesota  and South 
Dakota, with an office in 
Trinidad. 

The Observer under-
stands that the two fire 
tenders were procured at 
the cost of approximately 
EC$2 million. 

“This very important 
acquisition is the govern-
ment’s ability to provide 
first grade service to our 
communities. The invest-
ment not only improves 
our response capabilities 

but will also assist us in 
keeping pace with the 
advances in the overall 
developments that are 
taking place in our fast 
growing Federation,” 
O’Garro said 

The tenders, one of 
which will be based in 
Sandy Point and the 
other at the Basseterre 
headquarters, possess 
multiple capabilities 
including an extinguish-
ing medium capability of 
1,500 gallons of water 
and 250 gallons of sec-
ondary media liquids. 

“In fact, due to the alarm-
ing increase in bushfires 
that we have been 
responding to over the 
last two years, the type 
32 brush patrol which is 

destined for the Sandy 
Point zone was specifi-
cally designed with a 
wild land interface. This 
gives it the capabilities to 
undertake   the operation 
in very tough terrain, 
while at the same time 
maintaining municipal 
capabilities,” O’garro 
explained. 

PS Petty explained that 
the acquisition of the 
new   appliances forms 
part of the process of 
replacing the old fire ten-
ders the Fire Services has 
on hand. 

He boasted of the new 
advances that these state-
of-the-art vehicles brings 
to the overall develop-
ment that is taking place 
in St. Kitts and Nevis. 

“We have new develop-
ments coming on stream 
in many parts of the 
country and so our fire 
services must be in a 
position to respond 
quickly and efficiently.” 

This is the second time in 
eleven months, Petty 
noted that they have 
handed over a new fire 
appliance to the 
Department. 

O’garro told The 
Observer that the addi-
tion of the two fire ten-
ders brings their fleet to 
12, explaining that the 
one stationed at Sandy 
Point will be replaced, 
with one at Tabernacle, 
one in Nevis and four in 
Basseterre. 

An additional five are 
currently at their munici-
pal locations such as the 
airports. 

Representatives of 
Rosenbauer and Indicom 
both thanked the leaders 
for their continued part-
nership in procuring the 
tenders, a partnership 
that spans some 16 years. 
  

The Fire Services is cur-
rently replacing several 
of its old tenders that 
have been in use for over 
26 years, while others 
will be used as backup 
tankers.

C M Y K
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Fire & Rescue acquires two new 
state-of-the-art fire tenders

Fire Chief O’Garro accepts keys to new fire trucks  from Osmond Petty, 
Permanent Secretary in National Security Ministry
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the spot before taking 
him to JNF hospital. 

The young man’s father 
was at the scene as well 
as a sister; both were vis-
ibly distraught. Cameron 
underwent emergency 
surgery and remains 
warded. 

Wednesday morning 
(Jan 27) broke with the 
news of yet another 
shooting, this time in the 
rural village of Mansion. 

The victim was 25-year-
old Lanzelle O’loughlin 
aka “Done Bless”, origi-
nally from Cayon but 
who resided in 
Molineux. 

According to reports 
reaching The Observer, 
around 7am as the young 
man was walking along 
the turnoff from the 
island main road oppo-
site the Moravian 
Church, an armed male 
exited an abandoned lot 
and started firing at the 
young man. The victim 
was hit several times in 

the chest and fell to the 
ground. A vehicle parked 
behind the young man 
was struck several times. 
One of its front windows 
shattered. Persons on the 
scene tried to stop the 
bleeding before a resi-
dent took the injured 
man to the Mary Charles 
Hospital in Molineux in 
a pickup, where he was 
pronounced dead. 

These shootings come 
days after Minister of 
National Security, Prime 
Minister Hon. Timothy 
Harris told the nation on 
Jan 19 that the ministry 
is “encouraged” by the 
results of the police 
force’s six-point crime 
reduction plan. 

“One challenge which 
we face is the high level 
of retaliatory violence in 
the society.  The Police 
and law enforcement 
agents must perform bet-
ter in 2016 than they did 
in 2015. I salute those 
who went beyond the 
call of duty and pledge 
our fullest support.  We 
commend the Police on 
the production and 

implementation of the 6 
Point Action Plan to curb 
violent crime and we are 
encouraged by the 
results obtained to date.” 

He recently indicated 
that yet another policing 
plan will soon be made 
public, the “2016-2019 
Strategic Plan”. 

By Wednesday night 
Police informed it had 
made arrests in the Lime 
Kiln and Mansion shoot-
ings. 

Phoenix Grant Ryhs 
Southwell of Jones 
Street, Fortlands was 
arrested and charged 
(Jan 27) for the offence 
of Attempted Murder in 
the Lime Kiln case and a 
male has been arrested 
on suspicion of the mur-
der of Lanzelle 
O’loughlin. 

As at publication, the 
individual had not been 
charged, however he 
remains in policy cus-
tody.

Two dead, five injured in multiple 
shootings

From page 2



By Jermine Abel 

The Tourism Authority is 
cracking down on taxi 
drivers plying their trade 
at ports of entry into St. 
Kitts to adhere to proper 
procedures. 

In a recent advisory 
issued by the Tourism 
Authority, effective 1st 
February, 2016, taxi dri-
vers plying their trade at 
checkpoints in Port 
Zante, the RLB 
International Airport and 
the Deep Water Port must 
show some form of  iden-
tification, notably drivers 

or taxi operators Id, 
and their 2016 decal 
issued by the St 
Kitts Tourism 
Authority must be 
displayed on the 
vehicles. 

Additionally, all 
drivers must be 
dressed in their taxi 
associations’ uni-
form or the compa-
nies with which 
they work, while 
vehicles must be 
marked with a T, TA 
or GT license plate. 
Any driver without any 
of the listed items will be 
barred from entering any 
of the tourist locations, 
says Marketing Manager 
at the St. Kitts Tourism 

Authority, Saju Ng’alla. 

Speaking with The 
Observer, he explained 
that this is being done to 
standardize the opera-
tions for the taxi and tour 

operators. 

“It is nothing new; it is 
just that we are enforcing 
it now,” Ng’alla said. 

He noted that as part of 

their policies 
the Authority 
must manage 
all tourist areas 
around St. 
Kitts, including 
Black Rocks 
and Port Zante. 

Asked if there 
is any penalty 
to be instituted 
for persons fail-
ing to adhere to 
the rules, he 
could not pro-
vide any at the 
time of the 

interview, only pointing 
out that all drivers will be 
barred from operating in 
tourist zones. 

“There are penalties bar-

ring from them operating 
at tourist attractions such 
as Black Rocks, Port 
Zante, the RLB Airport, 
so they must adhere to 
the rules.” 

To this end, he said mon-
itoring will be done by 
police officers, security 
guards and persons who 
can do screening at these 
facilities. 

Just recently, Minister of 
Tourism the Hon. 
Lindsay Grant had 
explained that changes 
needed to be made in the 
way taxi and tour opera-
tors function at Port 
Zante and other tourist 
destinations around the 
island. 

C M Y K
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LK Hewlett 

Former Prime Minister Dr. Denzil 
Douglas has given the present PM and 
his Unity administration a resounding 
grade “F” for their “incompetence” at 
crime fighting. 

“They are not serious about fighting 
crime. The whole system of the admin-
istration of justice and policing has bro-
ken down in St. Kitts and Nevis. 

“For some reason, the Prime Minister, 
who is the Minister of National 
Security seems incompetent in deter-
mining how to tackle the crime issue.” 

Dr. Douglas told The Observer when 
Unity was in opposition, they had all 
the answers to the admittedly growing 

crime problem in the federation, how-
ever have not delivered since taking 
office. 

“It was the opposition who made peo-
ple believe that we of the government 
then, were responsible for the high 
level of crime because we were not 
doing the right thing. I don’t know if 
you remember there was a lot of argu-
ment that I was responsible as the 
prime minister, that I was being called 
the Crime Minister, government was 
responsible, there was a shortage of 
resources, there was a shortage of that, 
a shortage of this. 

“Now they realize that it’s a serious 
problem and it’s one thing to say ‘put 
us in, we have the solution’ and then 
now realize that they are incompetent,” 
he said. 

He said it was part of the whole princi-
ple of deception that the opposition 

used to get into government. 

Dr. Douglas, who now leads the oppo-
sition, said the government has the 
criminal justice system in shambles, 
with no appointed Commissioner of 
Police for almost a year now and no 
Director of Public Prosecutions for sev-
eral months. 

“The criminal justice system is critical 
in the overall strategic plan to fight 
crime,” he said, adding that after the 
negative comments PM Dr. Timothy 
Harris and Attorney General Vincent 
Byron made about the previous DPP, 
how did they expect anyone would 
want to take the position. 

“The government is not serious about 
fighting crime, because if it was serious 
you would not have removed the DPP 
in the way that he was removed without 
having someone to replace him or at 
least the process was already in train to 

replace him. It’s only in the last shower 
of rain before [Acting DPP 
Arudranauth Gossai] left you have an 
advertisement saying they are looking 
for a DPP.” 

The employment of a special counsel 
out of Antigua to assist in the prosecu-
tion office was questioned by Dr. 
Douglas. 

“Why a special counsel? It looks as if 
someone is just trying to give a friend a 
job. That is not the solution that we 
want to assist in fighting crime at the 
criminal justice level. We want to make 
sure that at all levels, at all agencies 
there is support being provided in the 
overall strategic plan and policy of 
fighting crime here in St. Kitts and 
Nevis.” 

Dr. Douglas opined that the problem of 
crime is multifaceted in terms of cause 
and also in terms of solution, saying his 
administration brought in more equip-
ment, more resources, a new Police 
Commissioner, provided training, and 
solicited the assistance of foreign agen-
cies abroad, along with support from 
friendly nations around the world. 

“Crime is really a serious multifaceted 
problem; a lot of it is socially oriented, 
and economically and financially ori-
ented. It’s one of the socio-economic 
challenges that every nation is experi-
encing. 

“We continue to say to our people that 
fighting crime is an issue for all of us, 
not just the government not just the 
police, it’s all of us.” 

He said the people are however tired of 
the government’s mantra that they 
inherited the crime problem, as by now 
they should have been able to observe 
and assess and make determined deci-
sions to arrest the problem.
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Dr. Douglas: PM, Unity get an ‘F’ in crime fighting
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Basseterre, St. Kitts, January 27, 
2016 (RSCNPF):   Officers of the 
Sandy Point Police Station have arrest-
ed and charged three men in relation to 
Burglaries in the Sandy Point area.  

Arrested,   charged and cautioned   are 
Jason Liddie of Haynes Smith Village, 
Allan Williams of Farms Site, Sandy 
Point and Jaron Francis of Farms Site, 
Sandy Point.   Liddie was arrested and 
charged on a warrant in the first 
instance for the offence 
burglary.  Williams was arrested and 
charged for the offence of unlawful 
possession and Francis was arrested 
and charged for the offence of receiv-
ing. 

Officers were able to bring charges 
against the three as a result of a search 
executed on a  residence at Farm’s Site, 
Sandy Point, on Saturday (January 23) 
for controlled drugs, arms and ammuni-
tion as well as stolen goods.  A number 
of electronic devices including cell 
phones and televisions were found  and 
were seized by the Police.  

Some of the items were positively iden-
tified by the owners who were victims 
of home burglaries and in one case the 
location was a church.  

The arrest of Liddie, Williams and 
Francis has brought closure in two bur-
glary cases. 

The investigating Officer at the Sandy 
Point Police station said, “the marking 
of property and keeping of serial num-
bers for electronic equipment and other 
personal property was beneficial to the 
investigation and tying the stolen items 
to incidents that were reported. It 
helped tremendously in bringing the 
case to closure.”

BURGLARY RING BROKEN, THREE CHARGED 
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24 January 2016 

Zika is a mosquito-borne virus that is 
new to the Americas. Since Brazil report-
ed the first cases of local transmission of 
the virus in May 2015, it has spread to 21 
countries and territories* of the Americas 
(as of 23 January 2016). 

There are two main reasons for the 
virus’s rapid spread: (1) the population of 
the Americas had not previously been 
exposed to Zika and therefore lacks 
immunity, and (2) Aedes mosquitoes—
the main vector for Zika transmission—
are present in all the region’s countries 
except Canada and continental Chile. 

PAHO anticipates that Zika virus will 
continue to spread and will likely reach 
all countries and territories of the region 
where Aedes mosquitoes are found. 

The most effective forms of prevention 
are (1) reducing mosquito populations by 
eliminating their potential breeding sites, 
especially containers and other items 
(such as discarded tires) that can collect 
water in and around households; and (2) 
using personal protection measures to 
prevent mosquito bites (see also recom-
mendations below). 

The role of Aedes mosquitoes in trans-
mitting Zika is documented and well 

understood, while evidence about other 
transmission routes is limited. Zika has 
been isolated in human semen, and one 
case of possible person-to-person sexual 
transmission has been described. 
However, more evidence is needed to 
confirm whether sexual contact is a 
means of Zika transmission. 

Zika can be transmitted through blood, 
but this an infrequent mechanism. 
Standard precautions that are already in 
place for ensuring safe blood donations 
and transfusions should be followed. 

Evidence on mother-to-child transmis-
sion of Zika during pregnancy or child-

birth is also limited. Research is current-
ly under way to generate more evidence 
regarding perinatal transmission and to 
better understand how the virus affects 
babies. 

There is currently no evidence that Zika 
can be transmitted to babies through 
breast milk. Mothers in areas with Zika 
circulation should follow PAHO/WHO 
recommendations on breastfeeding 
(exclusive breastfeeding for the first 6 
months, followed by continued breast-
feeding with complementary foods up to 
2 years or beyond). 

Other PAHO recommendations: 

To prevent or slow the spread of Zika 
virus and reduce its impact, PAHO rec-
ommends the following: 

Mosquito populations should be reduced 
and controlled by eliminating 
breeding sites. Containers that 
can hold even small amounts of 
water where mosquitoes can 
breed, such as buckets, flower 
pots or tires, should be emptied, 
cleaned or covered to prevent 
mosquitoes from breeding in 
them. This will also help to con-
trol dengue and chikungunya, 
which are also transmitted by 
Aedes mosquitoes. Other mea-
sures include using larvicide to 
treat standing waters. 

All people living in or visiting areas with 
Aedes mosquitoes should pro-
tect themselves from mosquito 
bites by using insect repellent; 
wearing clothes (preferably 
light-colored) that cover as 
much of the body as possible; 
using physical barriers such as 
screens, closed doors and win-
dows; and sleeping under mos-
quito nets, especially during the 
day when Aedes mosquitoes are 
most active. 

Pregnant women should be especially 
careful to avoid mosquito bites. 
Although Zika typically causes 
only mild symptoms, outbreaks 
in Brazil have coincided with a 
marked increase in micro-
cephaly—or unusually small 
head size—in newborns. 
Women planning to travel to 
areas where Zika is circulating 
should consult a healthcare 
provider before traveling and 
upon return. Women who 
believe they have been exposed 
to Zika virus should consult with 
their healthcare provider for 
close monitoring of their preg-
nancy. Any decision to defer 
pregnancy is an individual one 
between a woman, her partner 
and her healthcare provider. 

PAHO is working with its member coun-
tries to strengthen vector-control, com-
municate the risks of Zika and promote 
prevention, and establish or improve sur-
veillance of both Zika virus infections 
and suspected complications, such as 
microcephaly, Guillain-Barre syndrome, 
and other autoimmune and neurological 
disorders.

PAHO Statement on Zika Virus 
Transmission and Prevention



Basseterre, St. Kitts, 
January 26, 
2016  (SKNIS)—
Members of the St. Kitts 
Christian Council and the 
St. Kitts Evangelical 
Association met on 
Monday January 25, 
2016, with the Minister 
of Ecclesiastical Affairs 
in the Government of 
National Unity, the 
Honourable Premier of 
Nevis, Vance Amory at 
G o v e r n m e n t  
Headquarters. 

Premier Amory 

expressed to the church 
leaders a proposal for 
greater involvement of 
the churches in the 
schools in giving moral 
and spiritual instruction 
by way of having chap-
lains in the schools. He 
also expressed a desire 
for greater collaboration 
between the churches 
and the Government. 

 

Premier Amory is of the 
view that spiritual and 
moral instruction in the 

schools can help 
to engender 
among our 
young people a 
greater respect 
for life and 
inculcate in 
them values 
such as forgive-
ness, tolerance 
and compassion. 

The church lead-
ers shared con-
cern about the 
spate of violent 
crime gripping 
the country and 

said that they were impressed to hear the call 

by Prime Minister Dr. 
the Honourable 
Timothy Harris in his 
New Year’s Day 
address for the convo-
cation of a National 
Week of Prayer. The 
National Week of 
Prayer is tentatively set 
to be held in February 
and the set date will be 
announced shortly. 

Other matters that were 
discussed included the 
identification of a 
national burial site as 
the Springfield ceme-
tery was almost con-
sumed, and other peri-

ods of prayer throughout 
the year to facilitate heal-
ing and peace in the 
country.
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BUSY NEVIS BEACHSIDE RESTAURANT

                            NOW HIRING
Bartenders, Waiters/Waitresses

Food Runner/Expediter
Line Cooks /Prep Cook

Dishwashers & Retail Sales Person
Call 662-8799 –Maria for more and appointments

Serious Inquires only

St. Kitts Christian Council and St. Kitts Evangelical 
Association meet with Government  

to discuss matters of national concern

Honourable Premier Vance Amory meeting with 
St. Christian Council and St. Kitts Evangelical 
Association
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Oualie Realty Ltd, doing business as Coldwell Banker St Kitts-Nevis Realty, 
is looking for real estate sales agents to join our growing and dynamic 
company for our Nevis office. The ideal candidate will have a good grasp 
of the English Language and access to their own vehicle. The ideal 
candidate must also have an outgoing personality. Prior sales experience 
would be an asset but is not required. This is not a salaried position. 
Income is strictly based on sales and rental commissions. 

Persons interested in this position are kindly asked to email their 
application letter and resume to info@coldwellbankerstkittsnevis.com 
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NEVIS - Land for Sale 
Clifton Estate 

760-0482/663-6296

NEVIS - fully furnished 2 bed, 2 bath 
apt., cable TV and water at Paradise 

Estates. 760-0482/663-6296

NEVIS - fully furnished 2 bed, 
1 bath apt. in Jessup. 
760-0482/663-6296.

WANTED One (1) Farm Attendant 
@ Low Ground Egg Farm 

Contact#469 3478 

NEVIS  For sale: 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom 
2 storey house in Charlestown 
call 762-7030 for information

CLASSIFIED AD SPACE FOR 
RENT CALL 469-5907

WANTED Two (2) Painters with 2 
years Experience. Call Strong Joint 
Construction 469 -1420/ 660 -9017

LIQUOR LICENCES ORDI-
NANCE, 1996 

        SCHEDULE A 

To the Magistrate District “C”To the 
Superintendent of Police 

I,  JOHN CORNELIUS Now 
Residing in St. CHARLESTOWN, 
Street in the town or Village of 
PROSPECT in the ST.PARISH do 
hereby give you notice That it is my 
intention to apply on 3rd  Day of 
JANUARY 2017 next to the District 
Magistrate At CHARLESTOWN for 
a RETAIL LIQUOR Licence in 
respect of my\ Premises in MAIN 
Street in CHARLESTOW 

Date 27th day of JANUARY 2017 
 

 Signed D.Jeffers 

 

BAMBOO SHACK 
WANTED One (1) Bartender (Female)  

     Five (5) yrs Experience.  
Call 669/4560 

          Wanted 
An Assistant Manger 

@The Gin Trap 
Please Call 469-8230 

        Wanted.  
Full time Pizza Maker. Full time 

Waitress Yachtsman Grill.  
469-1382 

       Wanted 
1 Kitchen Assistant. With 

2 years Experience.  
Call 663-4609 

   WANTED  
  DANIEL DECK One (1) Helper 

469-5265 /469 5265

       NOW HIRING 
Bar, Food & Beverage And  

Restaurant Manager adis-
ajjoseph@gmail.com 

Call: 12687257028 

          Wanted 
One (1) Painter (Spray Paint)  

With Five (5) years Experience 
Call 665-9523 / 667-8237 

RODNEY’S RENTAL SERVICES 

Seeking for One (1) Cleaner 

Call 663 -1644

Classified space for rent 
Call 469-5907

  Advisory 
from 

The St. Kitts-
Nevis 

Observer... 
BEWARE THE 
SCAMMERS! 
Beware of cor-
respondence 

which purports 
to make you rich 

overnight.  
DO NOT give 

out ANY  
information 

concerning your  
credit card, 

bank account, 
phone number 
or even your 

address.

Classified space for rent 
Call 469-5907
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