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Kittitians and Nevisians 
are expressing fear and 
outrage as bodies con-
tinue to pile up in the 
once quiet communities. 

The carnage started 
January 24 with a drive-
by shooting after 1pm in 
McKnight that left 24-
year-old Hassan 
Edwards of New Ponds 
Site dead and two other 
men injured. 

Three days later on Jan 
27 Lanzelle O’loughlin, 
aka Done Bless, a 25-
year-old Cayon man 
who resided in 
Molineux, was gunned 
down in Mansion 
around 7am. 

48 hours after, (Jan 29) 
Wade “Grammy” Phipps 
was liming under a tent 
in front of Ottleys play 
field on the island main 
road when a vehicle 
drove up at a around 
7:50pm and pumped 

several shots into the 
unsuspecting man. 
Reports are that Phipps, 
a resident of Christ 
Church, was struck four 
times in the head and 
twice in other parts of 
his upper body. 

The vehicle used for the 
drive-by was reportedly 
found in Whites 
Mountain area the next 
day. 

The next day (Jan 30) 
the gunplay moved to 
Nevis. An early morning 
shooting near the Rams 
junction was at first 
thought to be victimless; 
however a few hours 
after someone walking 
through the nearby Bath 
Cemetery came upon a 
body. 

The victim, reportedly 
with a gunshot wound to 
the head, was identified 
as Asim “Wassie” Parris 
of Stoney Grove. Parris 
was one of three men 
out on bail for the 2008 
murder of Leon 
Westerman. 

On Sunday (Jan 31) the 
body of Devon Percival, 
28, of Stapleton Village, 
was found in Ogees vil-
lage, after being missing 
for a few days. 
Decomposition had 

begun to set in, as pic-
tures showed a swollen 
body, indicating he had 
likely died shortly after 
he disappeared. An 
autopsy confirmed death 
was due to gunshot 
injuries. 

These latest killings 
bring the murder toll to 
6 thus far this year. By 
this time last year there 
were four murders 
recorded, indicating a 
50% increase. 

The unrelenting shoot-
ing murders have led 
police to implement 
measures in an attempt 
to stem the gun vio-
lence. 

A statement from the 
Police High command 
was issued Sunday 
evening (Jan31) inform-
ing that the successive 
murders prompted a 
strategic meeting of the 
Police High Command 
to “explore all options 
available” to stem the 
problem. 

“…With immediate 
effect all leave for police 
officers has been can-
celled, with those on 
leave having been 
recalled for duty.” 

This is to have maxi-

mum personnel deploy-
ment. 

Additionally, 24-hour 
vehicular patrol nation-
wide has been effected 
and the public was 
advised they would see 
an increase in stop and 
search operations on the 
roads. Defense Force 
and Customs 
Enforcement will also 
join the ‘all boots to the 
ground’ operations. 

“In addition, oofficers 
assigned to the various 
stations across the 
Federation will walk the 
beat; they will be out 
and about in the commu-
nities they serve.  Their 
presence will be felt.  In 
order to do this, we have 
suspended training at 
the Police Training 
Centre, and the recruits 
will be integrated into 
the station staff in 
administrative support 
roles, to allow for the 
full deployment of the 
officers.” 

The populace was 
reminded of its civic 
duty in the fight against 
crime. 

“One critical element to 
the success of the police 
service in reducing 
crime is the support and 
the assistance of you the 
citizens and residents of 
our Federation.    

“We remind the public 
that aiding and abetting 
criminals and criminal 
activity is a crime. 
Persons found to be 
assisting these individu-
als will be dealt with 
severely as provided for 
under the laws.” 

This comes one day 
after Prime Minister and 
Minister of National 
Security issued his own 
call for an end to the 
bloodshed and violence. 

H said with persons 
known to be involved in 
drugs, guns and violence 
would certainly follow, 
and those persons must 
be encouraged to give 
up that life. 

“This engagement in 
lawless…it is destroying 
families, it’s destroying 
communities; eventually 
if we don’t curb it, it 
destroys our country, 
and so we have to nip it 
in the bud.”

top l-r Devon Percival, Asim Parris; bottom l-rnWade Phipps, Hassan Edwards, Lanzelle O’loughlin
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Darren “Dabo” 
Hendrickson walked out 
of court a free man on 
Wednesday (Feb 3) after 
a jury found him not 
guilty of attempted mur-
der. 

Hendrickson, a supervi-
sor at his father’s hard-
ware store, Builder’s 
Paradise, was charged 
with shooting Guyanese 
national Wayne Jeffrey, 
an employee, in the face 
on March 23, 2013. The 
incident took place at the 
establishment during 
working hours. 
Hendrickson was 
released on bail after 
being charged. 

The trial began Monday, 
February 1; Dr. Henry 
Browne, Marissa 
Hobson-Newman, and 
Ogrenville Browne rep-
resented the defendant 
and Dane Hamilton QC 
led the prosecution. 

The Prosecution called 
11 witnesses, most of 
which were police offi-
cers who reported to the 
scene and handled the 
investigation. As the vir-

tual complainant was not 
present at trial, having 
left the country in 2013 
shortly after being dis-
charged from the hospi-
tal, the prosecution’s key 
evidence came from the 
only eyewitness to the 
shooting, a fellow 
employee. 

The eye witness testified 
that Hendrickson shot 
Jeffrey in the face after a 
minor altercation. He 
told the jury that just 
after 4pm on the day in 
question, he and three 
other employees, Jeffrey 
included, returned to the 
depot after making deliv-
eries around the island, 
and they began offload-
ing lumber from the 
truck. 

He said when it was just 
himself and Jeffrey, 
Hendrickson came up to 
them and said no one was 
supposed to offload any-
thing from the truck to 
put back into stock until 
he had checked them. 
Soon after Hendrickson 
and Jeffrey were putting 
their hands in each 
other’s face and he saw 
Jeffrey chuck 
Hendrickson. 

He said Hendrickson 
asked Jeffrey, “Wayne 
wa you chuck me for? 
You want me shoot 
you?” Then Hendrickson 
lifted his shirt, took 
something out and he 
heard a shot, and Jeffrey 
fell to the ground bleed-
ing, he said. Hendrickson 
then hoisted his shirt and 
put something back in his 
waist, he testified. 

Hendrickson took the 
stand in his defense on 
Tuesday, claiming 
Jeffrey attacked him and 
“he had to make a deci-
sion”. He also claimed 
the shooting was an acci-
dent”. 

The defendant said he 
told Jeffrey and the other 

employee that they knew 
better than to put materi-
al back in stock before he 
checked it and that he’d 
spoken to them about it 
before. He said Jeffrey 
came towards him and 
started arguing with him. 
He smelled alcohol on 
his breath, he said. He 
said Jeffrey grabbed him 
by the shirt, took a “cut-
ter” out of his pocket and 
tried to cut him. 

Hendrickson said he 
knocked the cutter of 
Jeffrey’s hand, telling 
him, “Boy remember I 
have a gun on me.” He 
turned and was about to 
walk away to inform his 
father when Jeffrey tried 
to cut him with the cutter 
and he knocked it away. 

QC Hamilton challenged 
the apparent conflicting 
testimony, asking him 
how many times did he 
knock the cutter out of 

the victim’s hand. 

Hendrickson claimed 
Jeffrey tried to grab his 
gun out of its holster on 
his waist. He also testi-
fied that he kept a bullet 
chambered and the safety 
of the gun on. 

A struggle ensued and as 
they were bent over 
“ w r a n g l i n g ” ,  
Hendrickson said he got 
control of the gun and his 
finger “got caught in the 
trigger”. The gun went 
off striking Jeffrey in the 
right cheek, he said. 

The eye witness said he 
did not see any wran-
gling between the two 
men, or Hendrickson 
telling Jeffrey to ‘take it 
easy’ as the defendant 
claimed, and he was 
standing just in back of 
Hendrickson. 

According to responding 

officers, one shell was 
found at the scene, and 
Hendrickson turned over 
the weapon. Another 
officer testified that 
Hendrickson was the 
holder of a valid firearm 
license and the serial 
number on the gun 
retrieved matched what 
they had on file. 

QC Hamilton in his clos-
ing arguments told the 
jury that based on the 
nature of the injury and 
the account of the eye 
witness, Hendrickson 
had intended to kill 
Jeffrey. 

The jury deliberated for 
two hours, considering 
also the lesser charged of 
wounding with intent to 
cause grievous bodily 
harm. 

They returned a unani-
mous not guilty verdict 
on attempted murder but 
were split on the alterna-
tive charge. After being 
sent back to deliberate by 
trial Judge Justice 
Marlene Carter, they 
returned a unanimous 
verdict of not guilty on 
the second count as well.

“Dabo” Hendrickson walks on attempted 
murder charge

Defendant claimed he “accidentally” shot 
employee in self defense
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Doing business as usual 
The world has been ranked according to the ease of doing business and we are 
towards the bottom of the list. The government is aware of this but has done very 
little to correct it. In fact, some of the policies and laws that have been imple-
mented and enacted in themselves contribute to this very low ranking.   

Raising capital, especially for a local entrepreneur is one such example.  If you 
apply for a business loan, the banks apply a debt to service ratio of up to 40%.  
That is, if you are paying more than 40% of your income or salary for debt ser-
vicing, then you are considered too high a risk for a loan. That’s fine, but the catch 
is that your credit card limits in full are sometimes used to determine that ratio 
regardless of how well you have managed your cards. To be fair, some banks do 
take that into account but many do not.  We need a standard across all banks.  

Another factor is the gymnastics involved in establishing your business.  A busi-
ness licence is required, as well as registration with Social Security.  Sometimes 
incorporation is required and sometimes work permits are needed.  A bank 
account and utilities are absolutely essential.  We are not arguing that these 
licences are unnecessary, but rather that the processes involved can be more 
streamlined and easier to comprehend.  There is no central registry, no data shar-
ing. Each entity has its own requirements for its own original documents, many 
of which require notarisation and not just authentication. We are left to wonder 
why a lawyer is considered more truthful than we are, especially in light of recent 
revelations.  

Slip up on your social security obligations and face fines of greater than 60% pa. 
on the unpaid amount.  Some argue that this is intended to scare businesses into 
the straight and narrow path, but alas, it hasn’t always done so, and sometimes 
drives businesses underground.  

On top of all these, is very poor customer service.  Consider the experience of 
having to wait for the return of the CSR from lunch because no-one else was there 
to deal with your issue.  Then after being called into the service area, having to 
stand there and wait again while the said customer service representative - who 
called you in, in the first place - completed a telephone enquiry.   It is difficult to 
assess whether this was worse than doing banking during your only available 
time, lunch hour, when most of the banking staff has been sent to lunch, and then 
being shut out of the bank by 2 p.m.  

If we are to improve our ranking and attract the investors and entrepreneurs, we 
really must re-assess ourselves and do better.
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P e r f o r m a n c e - b a s e d  
incentives have become a 
major driving force in 
influencing productivity 
and work effort across 
organizations both in the 
private and public sec-
tors.  What was once a 
well-entrenched practice 
in profit-maximizing pri-
vate sector entities is 
increasingly being adopt-
ed in modified form 
among many public sec-
tor organizations. The 
U.S. Federal Office of 
Personnel Management 
has led the way in pro-
mulgating carefully 
defined regulatory guide-
lines that focus on per-
formance in meeting an 
organization’s goals and 
mission objectives. The 
OECD has adopted per-
formance-based guide-
lines as an appropriate 
policy tool for the gover-
nance of its member 
states. These incentive-
driven award structures 
are also being imple-
mented by the Canadian 
Federal Government.   

Enhanced efficiencies 
are critically important 
for thrusting organiza-
tions to a new perfor-
mance level that 
improves the prospects 
of fulfilling the strategic 
vision of the organiza-
tion.  By weaning itself 
away from a chronic 
dependence on the State, 
the Unity Government 
has been very deliberate 
and careful in the design 
of an organizational 
structure that is well-suit-
ed to meeting the chal-
lenges of today’s more 
competitive business 
environment.   

In order to retain a com-
petitive advantage over 
our peers every effort 
must now be directed 
towards enhancing our 
work effort.  This is best 
accomplished through 
the design of a perfor-
mance based incentive 
and reward structure that 
motivates each employ-
ee, each office, each 
Department and each 
Ministry to perform at 
optimal levels in the pur-
suit of the goals set forth 
in the Nation’s Prosperity 
Agenda.  These enhanced 
efficiencies are critically 
important for thrusting 
St.Kitts and Nevis to a 
new and higher perfor-
mance plateau. 

Recognizing and reward-
ing the outstanding per-
formance of individuals 
or groups who play a 
leading role in achieving 
pre-established goals and 
mission objectives can 
serve as a powerful 
incentive that provides 
an environment that fos-
ters the creation of new 
ideas and superior work   
effort.   Clearly defined 
pre-specified rewards 
enhance an individual’s 
self-worth, leading to a 
more productive work 
force and organization. 
These incentives and 
commensurate rewards 
serve as an important 
retention tool that miti-
gates the very damaging 
effects of the human cap-
ital flight that for over 
two generations has 
denied the Nation access 
to a large share of the 
home-grown talent that is 
critically important to 
enhancing its productivi-
ty and efficiency. 

Enhanced levels of pro-
ductivity reduces the cost 
of production and with it 

lower rates of inflation in 
the delivery of goods and 
services.  For the private 
sector, doing more for 
less reduces operating 
costs and by so doing 
directly impacts the bot-
tom line, improving the 
profitability of the orga-
nization and, in turn, the 
financial returns to share-
holders.  For the public 
sector, a more productive 
and efficient civil ser-
vice, reduces cost, 
reduces the rate of 
growth of government 
expenditures, reduces the 
Nation’s inclination 
towards higher budget 
deficits and the attendant 
crippling effects of a run-
away cumulative public 
debt.  The latter benefits 
are reflected in a lower 
cost of financing the pub-
lic debt, freeing up funds 
that are critically needed 
for providing the full 
range of other public ser-
vices.  The combined 
effect of the lower cost of 
doing business in both 
the public and private 
sector reduces the gener-
al rate of inflation and, 
by definition, increases 
the “real” [i.e. Inflation–
adjusted] value and 
growth of the Nation’s 
economy. 

Over the past few years, 
many of us have receiv-
ing an increasing number 
of requests for complet-
ing customer surveys.  
There is increased inter-
est in knowing whether 
or not the consumers 
who we serve are satis-
fied with the goods and 
services that are being 
purchased.  These sur-
veys are being driven by 
the highly competitive 
environment in which 
both the public and pri-
vate sector now operates.  
A more productive and 

more efficient work force 
means both an increase 
in the volume and quality 
of the goods and services 
that the Nation produces.  
This is accomplished at 
lower unit prices that 
provide benefits to all 
citizens, making us better 
off.  

St.Kitts and Nevis is 
solidifying its place as an 
economic and financial 
leader in the CARICOM 
region, and is well poised 
for advancing to the next 
higher stage of the eco-
nomic development lad-
der.  Despite the protract-
ed global economic 
slowdown, St.Kitts and 
Nevis now stands close 
to the head of the region-
al class with respect to 
economic growth, 
exports per capita and net 
inflows of foreign direct 
investment as percentage 
share of GDP.  Our abili-
ty to sustain our perfor-
mance rankings is 
increasingly being threat-
ened by new competitive 
forces.   Despite our  
strong performance, our 
Prime Minister, Dr. the 
Hon Timothy Harris is 
justifiably concerned 
about the Nation’s pro-
ductivity and has rightly 
revealed his intent to 
establish an incentive-
driven Pay-for-
Performance program. 

So far, the Unity 
Government is off to a 
good start by designing a 
performance structure 
that focuses on mission 
objectives.   The 2016 
budget provides consid-
erable detail in defining 
the goals of each of the 
major Offices, the major 
Departments and 
Ministries that adminis-
ter the affairs of govern-
ment.  There is a clear 

definition of expected 
results.  The very 
detailed work that has 
already been done in the 
2016 budget may be 
operationalized and 
enhanced by the intro-
duction of an additional 
step that clearly defines a 
performance reward pay-
out structure that recog-
nizes and rewards out-
standing individual and 
group performance at 
alternative achievement 

levels. 

The anticipated direct 
benefits to employees 
who will be incentivized 
by the Plan may take var-
ied forms.  They may 
include — pre-estab-
lished performance-
based cash awards, time-
off from work and other 
forms of recognition.  
The adoption of this new 
approach does not neces-
sarily imply an increase 
in budget appropriations.  
At the outset, a pilot pro-
gram may be considered 
that carves out a modest 
allocation of funds from 
existing programs.  It is 
also anticipated that the 
overall lower cost of 
doing business will free 
up funds, a portion of 
which may be used for 
funding the program. 
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A trusted friend of mine 
emailed last Saturday to 
say, that there is a serious 
disquiet in Nevis, because 
of a rumor that former 
Prime Minister Dr. Denzil 
Douglas is purchasing the 
Observer Newspaper. 
Another confidant of 
mine, while chatting on 
whatsapp on Thursday 
morning, informed me of 
the same rumor, but went 
further to say that he 
heard that the ex pm had 
an evaluation done and 
made an offer. I told him 
that indeed Dr. Douglas 
toured the observer facili-
ty last Saturday. 

For full disclosure, let me 
state here that I did have a 
telephone conversation 
with Ex Prime Minister 
Dr. Douglas two weeks 
ago. The first such con-
versation, in over 4 years. 
Many of the misunder-
standings between us 
were cleared up and put 
to rest during that conser-
vation. 

I was also informed by 
one of my best friends 
that the ex prime minister 
lamented to him how 
close he and I were and 

wondered how we had 
gotten so far apart and 
that he wowed to repair 
the relationship at all 
cost. 

Former Prime Minister 
Dr. Douglas is a St. Pauls 
man, a descendant of the 
Francis family and so am 
I. My father George 
McDonald Francis, 
changed his name to 
George  McDonald 
Williams when he was an 
adult. He did that, so that 
he could carry his father’s 
last name. My grand-
mother Laura Francis and 
Bradshaw’s mother Mary 
Francis were first 
cousins. 

All these rumors of Dr. 
Douglas buying the 
observer are distractions 
from the real stories. 

Have you thought about 
this? Have you wondered 
why a key Nevis 
Politician was not as 
forceful as he should 
have been during the 
more than two years of 
the no confidence motion 
stand off? You must have 
wondered why as leader 
he did not do more? 

Well this politician who 
sometimes goes by the 

name Picco Williams was 
in discussion with 
Douglas for a position in 
his government and was 
using a lie that he was try-
ing to get $40 million 
from Douglas for Nevis. 
This Picco guy is a traitor, 
a power hungry show off, 
an arrogant sneaker. 

He knows that I will 
never support him again 
so this lie about Denzil 
buying the observer was 
to spread so that Nevis 
people would stop sup-
porting the observer and 
the observer would fold 
up. 

He is also carrying out a 
vicious whisper cam-
paign against Vance, 
telling people that Vance 
prevented him from get-
ting another ministry. He 
is also saying that it is 
because of Vance why 
Nevis did not get $40 mil-
lion last year. You 
remember that 
Charlestown Accord? 
Picco must have gotten 
the figures mixed up. The 
$40 million was what he 

discussed with Douglas 
plus a ministry. 

If you all think that this is 
not the truth ask Denzil 
Douglas. 

A power hungry man 
walking up and down try-
ing to ‘dis’ Vance, so that 
he could be Premier. 

I have a warning for those 
of you who believe his 
foolishness. He sits in the 
same cabinet with Vance, 
in the same parliament as 
Vance. If he wanted to 
push any of the things 
that he is trying to con-
vince you that Vance did 

not do for Nevis, why has 
he not done them? 

Vance Amory has been 
tried, tested, and he has 
proven to be true. A Nevis 
Patriot. Vance loves 
Nevis and Nevis’ people. 
Let me state here, 
Observer or no Observer, 
I will be fighting for 
Vance. Whether my rela-
tionship with Douglas is 
repaired or not, there is 
one thing that is constant, 
and that is, I am a sup-
porter of Vance and I will 
continue to fight for him. 
That other fella has 
proven that he is selfish, 
cunning, cannot be trust-

ed, and is very greedy. If 
he trouble me again, well 
all will hear from me. 
Nevis people stick with 
Vance as your leader. 

And for Denzil Douglas 
and his tour of the 
Observer, he has not 
made known his inten-
tions to me. If he plans to 
buy the Observer or just 
give his cousin a helping 
hand, I am not sure. 

Which, ever one it is, I 
will accept it. When a 
man is drowning and 
someone throws him a 
life raft, he accepts it and 
rows to safety, so that bar-
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Staff Writer  

After exciting matchups 
in Premier League foot-
ball action this week, two 
teams are now tied at the 
top of the table while 
other teams are making a 
push to the summit. 

On Tuesday (Feb 2), 
Bath United failed to 
show up for their 
encounter against   Flow 
4G Cayon Rockets, 
hence giving Cayon a ‘3-
0 victory’ and   pushing 
that team to the top of the 
league tied with Winners 
Circle Newtown United 
on 27 points. 

Meanwhile, S. L. 
Horsford St. Pauls 
United has moved to 
within five points of the 
league leaders when they 
defeated Fast Cash SPD 
United 4-1 on Tuesday. 

Strikes from Daryl 
Challenger and Keithroy 
Freeman put St. Pauls 
United up 2-0 inside the 
first 10 minutes of the 
game.       

Joash Leader and 
Terrance Ward also net-
ted for St. Pauls in the 
50th and 89th minute 
respectivley, while Sean 
Liburd’s 58th minute 
strike was the lone con-

solation for SPD United. 

Action from over the 
weekend saw   Yanick 
Harris’ hattrick helping 
ELCO Limited St. 
Peter’s thump listless 
Rivers of Living Water 8- 
0 on Saturday (Jan 30) at 
Warner Park football sta-
dium. 

Harris’ goals came in 
the  12th, 52nd and 63rd 
minute of the game; also 
scoring for St. Peter’s 
were Kevin Benjamin 
(37th & 74th minute), 
Imron Ponteen (29th 
minute) and Kadeem 
Rawlins (70th minute). 

In the second match of a 
doubleheader on 
Saturday, SOL Island 
Auto Conaree edged pass 
Hobson Enterprises 
Garden Hotspurs   1-0 to 
remain in touching dis-
tance of the league lead-
ers. 

Wazim Howe scored in 
the 92nd minute in a 
match that saw a large 
number of goal scoring 
opportunities being cre-
ated by both 
teams.�                            

On Sunday (Jan 31) 
Rams Village Superstars 

played a superb game of 
football to hold Winners 
Circle Newtown United 
to a 2-2 draw. 

Goal scorers in that game 
were Joseph Wilkes in 
the 18th minute and 
Stephen Clarke 39th 
minute for Superstars, 
while Orlando Mitchum 
(25th minute) and Carlos 
Bertie (28th minute) net-
ted for Newtown United. 

Upcoming league action:  

Upcoming league action: 
  On Saturday (Feb 6) 
Fast Cash SPD will chal-
lenge Bath United from 

5:30 and from 8:00pm at 
top of the table clash will 
see FLOW 4G Cayon 
Rockets squaring off 
against Winners Circle 
Newtown United, at the 
Warner Park Football 
Stadium. 

�Doubleheader Sunday 
(Feb 6) action will see 
Rivers of Living Water 
facing  SOL. Island Auto 
Conaree from 4:30, and 
H. E. Garden Hotspurs 
taking on  S. L. Horsford 
St. Pauls United at 
7:00pm. 

Tuesday night (Feb 8) 
will see ELCO Limited 
St. Peter’s  lock horns 
with Rams Village 
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Major shakeup in Premier League points 
table, Cayon and Newtown tied

Winners Circle celebrate after scoring against Fast Cash SPD



By Staff Writer 

Newly appointed 
Governor of the Eastern 
Caribbean Central Bank 
(ECCB), Timothy 

Antoine has outlined that 
under his tenure the bank 
will work with govern-
ments of the subregion to 
create jobs, as one of the 

pillars for the institution 
going forward. 

Antoine, who is the third 
person to hold the capac-
ity of Governor of the 

ECCB, told a media con-
ference on Monday (Feb 
1), that one of their main 
focuses is to have single 
digit unemployment in 
the region. 

“That may mean five or 
six percent...In other 
countries like the United 
States it’s around five 
percent, whatever that 
level is, we want to see 
people employed.” 

He noted that there are 
concerns about the 
region’s youths, where 
there is a need for them 
to be educated and have 

gainful employment. 

“We understand that if 
we don’t reach out to our 
youths and gainfully 
employed them or edu-
cate them and provide 
them with opportunities, 
we are going to lose a 
generation to a great peril 
and so we must look at 
the issue of employ-
ment.” 

By Staff Writer 

The decomposing body 
of twenty-eight-year old 
Devon Javid Percival- 
Payne, a resident of 
Bayfords, St. Peter’s was 
discovered early Sunday 
(Jan 31) in Ogees 
Village, with visible gun-
shot wounds to the upper 
body. 

Information obtained by 
The Observer states that 
a search conducted by 
relatives of the decease 
located the body after he 
was reported  missing to 
police on Friday (Jan 29) 
by his mother Laverne 
Percival after he had not 
been seen or heard from 
for a few days. 

When this publication 

arrived on scene, police 
had cordoned off a 
grassy section on the 
mountain side of the 
main road between 
Stapleton Village and 
Ogees from where a pun-
gent scent was emanat-
ing. 

The grief stricken mother 
was inconsolable at the 
scene, where family 
members were prevented 
from entering the area 
where the body lay until 
the officers had finished 
processing the scene. 

The Observer was told 
by persons at the scene 
that this incident may 
have occurred in the wee 
hours of Thursday morn-
ing (Jan 28) after the vic-
tim would have left a 
party in the Stapleton 
community. 

A source informed that 

Percival may have been 
shot at 12:30 am as resi-
dents reported hearing 
gunshots ring out in the 
peaceful Ogees village 
community. 

The source informed, “I 
recall hearing approxi-

mately 10 shots...because 
we hear seven then there 
was a break and then 3 
more after. I was waiting 
to hear the police siren or 
ambulance come, but 
then I thought it was 
bombs.” 

This brings the number of homicides for the year 

C M Y K
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Missing man found shot to 
death in Ogees area

  Advisory from 

The St. Kitts-Nevis Observer... 
BEWARE THE SCAMMERS! 

Beware of correspondence which 
purports to make you rich overnight.  

DO NOT give out ANY  
information concerning your  

credit card, bank account, phone 
number or even your address.

INCREDIBLE REAL ESTATE DEALS 
BELOW MARKET PRICE. 

 
A LOCAL LICENSED REAL ESTATE COMPANY IN  

ST. KITTS HAS SOME DISTRESSED PROPERTY DEALS 
BEING OFFERED IN ST. KITTS THAT THE OWNERS ARE 

WILLING TO SELL WAY UNDER MARKET PRICES. 
 

IF YOU WANT A DEAL ON REAL ESTATE IN ST. KITTS THIS IS IT!!!!! 
 

INTERESTED PERSONS WOULD NEED TO EMAIL TO: 
OKSANA AT: observnv@sisterisles.kn AND SPECIFY THAT 

YOU ARE INTERESTED IN THIS AD ON DISTRESSED 
PROPERTY BUYS.  BE SURE WHEN YOU REPLY TO 

INCLUDE YOUR HOME LANDLINE, WORK NUMBER, ALL 
CELL NUMBERS AND THE EMAIL ADDRESS TO CONTACT YOU. 

 
IF YOU LIVE OUTSIDE OF THE USA, CANADA, OR ST. KITTS 

AND NEVIS, PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR SKYPE ADDRESS. 
 

SOME OF THESE PROPERTIES ALSO INCLUDE PROPER-
TIES THAT QUALIFY FOR CITIZENSHIP IN ST. KITTS AND 

NEVIS IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN THAT OPTION. 
 

THIS REAL ESTATE COMPANY IS CURRENTLY RUNNING 
A SPECIAL OFFER WHERE IF YOU PURCHASE A PROP-

ERTY BECAUSE YOU WANT TO GET CITIZENSHIP IN  
ST.  KITTS AND NEVIS, YOUR LEGAL CIU CITIZENSHIP 
FEES WOULD BE PAID IF YOU BRING A COPY OF THIS 

AD BEFORE YOU BUY. 
 

THIS WILL SAVE YOU 1000’S OF DOLLARS IN LEGAL FEES. 

Creating employment key to 
regional growth says Antoine
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Staff Writer 

A recent announcement 
by the US Center for 
Disease Control (CDC) 
that the mosquito-borne 
Zika virus is being trans-
mitted sexually remains 
“inconclusive”, accord-
ing to the local Chief 
Medical Officer (CMO) 
Dr. Patrick Martin. 

Speaking with The 
Observer on Wednesday 
(Feb 3), he explained that 
it is too early for any pro-
nouncement on the mat-
ter, as it is still being 
thoroughly investigat-
ed by the relevant author-
ities. 

“It is being investigated 
more by the CDC and we 
await a more conclusive 
information,” Dr. Martin 
said. 

On Tuesday (Feb 2) a 
Texan, who returned to 
the United States after 
travelling to Venezuela, 
tested positive for the 
virus. It was later 
revealed that the person 
had sexual contact with 
an individual who 

showed symptoms of the 
virus. 

This comes on the back 
of guidelines and warn-
ings issued by regional 
and international health 
agencies for women to 
postpone pregnancy until 
the current spread of the 
virus is contained. 

Health officials have 
talked of a link between 
babies in Brazil being 
born with small heads 
(microcephaly) and preg-
nant women whocon-
tracted the Zika virus 

The Chief Medical 
Officer did inform on 
Wednesday that there are 
currently no cases of the 
virus in St. Kitts and 
Nevis, however, neces-
sary steps must be taken 
to prevent the harbouring 
of the aedes aegypti mos-
quitoes in and around 
 homes. 

Just recently the United 
States and Canada issued 
advisories to their nation-
als about travelling to the 
Caribbean, South and 
Central America, where 

the mosquito virus is 
highly present. 

The Observer under-
stands that a number of 
tourists have cancelled 
their trips to the region. 

According to the CDC 
currently, the Zika virus 
is found in thirty coun-
tries from South America 
all the way to Africa, 
including several in the 
Caribbean- Barbados, 
Puerto Rico, Costa Rica, 
Curacao, Dominican 
Republic, French 
Guiana, Guadeloupe, 
Guyana, Haití, Jamaica, 
Martinique, Saint 
Maarten, and U.S. Virgin 
Islands. 

The Pan American 
Health Organization 
(PAHO) has issued a 
number of preventative 
measures to protect 
against the bite of the 
mosquito and their 
breeding grounds. 

“The most effective 
forms of prevention are 
(1) reducing mosquito 
populations by eliminat-
ing their potential breed-

ing sites, especially con-
tainers and other items 
(such as discarded tires) 
that can collect water in 
and around households; 
and (2) using personal 
protection measures to 
prevent mosquito bites.” 

Statistics have shown 
that there are over 2500 
confirmed cases of the 
virus in the region, with a 
further 400,000 plus sus-
pected cases.   

CMO says reports on Zika being an 
STD still inconclusive
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Zika virus impacting Caribbean tourism

 
 

VACANCY 
 

Applications are invited from suitably qualified persons for the position of 
Inventory Clerk, General Office, TDC Nevis Ltd.  Duties include but are not 
limited to, spot checks, stock count, verifications and data entry. 

 
Requirements: 
Applicants must therefore possess at minimum: 
 A CXC/GCE level of education including passes in English and Mathematics 
 Excellent computer literacy skills inclusive of Microsoft Excel 
 The ability to pay attention to details 
 Excellent communication skills. 
 Good organizational skills.   
 The ability to work with minimal supervision as part of a team 

 
*Experience in a similar or related field will be an asset. 
 
Applications should be received before February 20th, 2016 and should be 
sent to:  
 
 
   The Managing Director 
   General Office, TDC Nevis Ltd 
   Pinney’s Industrial Site 
   NEVIS 

 
 

By LK Hewlett 

The Caribbean Tourism 
Organization (CTO) says 
the presence of the Zika 
virus in the region is 
already impacting the 
tourism sector. 

The mosquito-born Zika 
virus is now being inves-
tigated by the US’ Centre 
for Disease Control and 
other international health 
agencies to determine if 
it is being transmitted 
sexually. Researchers are 
already linking the virus 
to the birth defect micro-
cephaly in Brazil, which 
instigated the travel advi-
sories by the US and 
Canada. 

The CTO says the uncon-
firmed linkages has 
caused uncertainty and 
confusion among the 
traveling public and 
could lead to panic. The 
organization said while it 
is aware of the concerns 
persons may have, they 
should not panic or can-
cel their Caribbean travel 
plans. 

“Concerns have been 
raised about a condition 
known as microcephaly 
and its effects on 
the unborn children 
of pregnant 
women. However, 
the World Health 
O r g a n i z a t i o n  
(WHO) itself has 
stated several times 
that it has no proof 
of a link between 
Zika and micro-
cephaly. 

“It’s too early to 
tell but all indica-
tions are that there 
are very few can-
cellations as a 
result of Zika… 
However, as 
always, we advise 
you to travel sensi-
bly and to take the 
necessary precau-
tions to protect 
yourself against 
insect bites, including 
mosquito bites, in very 
much the same way you 
would on any holiday in 
any tropical country.” 

With regard any impact 
negative ZIKA-related 

news coverage might be 
causing to the region’s 
tourism this year, the 

CTO pointed out that 
WHO has not issued any 
travel advisories to 
affected countries. Also 
highlighted was the fact 
that only approximately 
200 suspected cases have 
been reported in the 

Caribbean’s over 30 ter-
ritories, and most of the 
persons who contracted 

the virus have already 
recovered. The CTO 
assured it would continue 
to monitor the situation 
and advise accordingly. 

“We take the health and 
safety of our guests very 

seriously. Based on the 
evidence, we firmly 
believe that the Zika 

virus does not pose an 
extraordinary threat to 
visitors to the Caribbean. 
We will continue to 
closely monitor develop-
ments and if fresh evi-
dence emerges that sug-
gests otherwise we will 

advise accordingly. 

“In the meantime, the 
CTO and the 
Caribbean Hotel & 
T o u r i s m  
A s s o c i a t i o n  
(CHTA) remain in 
close contact with 
the Caribbean 
Public Health 
A g e n c y  
(CARPHA) to 
monitor and 
research the Zika 
cases in the 
Caribbean and to 
communicate pre-
vention and control 
measures to resi-
dents and visitors, 
while the health 
authorities in our 
member countries 
are taking the nec-
essary steps to limit 
the number of new 
cases.” 

Major cruise lines have 
started waiving penalties 
for pregnant women and 
those traveling with them 
who postpone or cancel 
trips which include the 
Caribbean and other Zika 
affected areas.



LK Hewlett 

Sandy Pointer Junie 
“Scrape” Hodge, the 
new Superintendent 
of Prisons, says 
there is nothing 
amiss why Her 
Majesty’s Prison has 
been closed. 

In a brief ceremony 
at Her Majesty’s 
Prison Tuesday (Feb 
2) Acting 
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  
Asheil Connor 
handed over the 
prison keys to 
Hodge. 

Hodge is best 
known as the 
People’s Action 
Movement candi-
date for 
Constituency #6 in 
the 2010 general 
elections. He had for 
a number of years 
worked with police 
on particular pro-
grams. 

The ceremony was 
officiated by 
P e r m a n e n t  
Secretary in the 
Ministry of National 
Security, Osmond 
Petty. 

Connor, who proceeded 
on retirement leave, was 
appointed Acting 
Superintendent early in 
2015 when then 
Superintendent Franklin 
“Weatherman” Dorset 
retired. 

Hodge’s first act as the 
Head of Prisons was to 
announce that with 
immediate effect HMP 

will be closed for 21 
days [until Feb 22]. No 
explanation was given to 
the public for the closure 
at the time. 

The Observer spoke with 
the Superintendent sub-
sequent to the announce-

ment, who confirmed 
rumors that intense 
search operations are 
underway at the prison. 

He said however, it 
was nothing out of 
the ordinary and part 
of the transitioning 
process. 

“We have closed 
down the prison just 
to have a smooth 
transition and of 
course, in order to 
have a smooth tran-
sition you have to 
carry out certain 
operations,” he said. 

He declined to speak 
to what the opera-
tions had turned up, 
saying only that they 
are “ongoing”. 

“At the end of the 
operations I would 
be in a position to 
say what is what,” 
Hodge said. Sources 
have however indi-
cated that cell 
phones are among 
some of the illicit 
items recovered dur-
ing the searches. 

Hodge also clarified 
that the prison is 

only closed to visitors, as 
attorneys continue to 
have access to inmates, 
as well as the instructors 
who teach academic 
classes. 

The Superintendent said 
some of the inmates have 
already taken and passed 
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Nothing amiss with closure 
of HMP says new Prison 

Superintendent
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LK Hewlett 

A contingent of represen-
tatives from the US’ 
Transportation Security 
Administration (TSA) 
will over the next few 
days be inspecting the 
Robert L. Bradshaw 
International Airport in 
St. Kitts and the Vance 

Amory International 
Airport on Nevis. 

The TSA was created in 
November 2011, follow-
ing the terrorist attacks 
on the US on September 
11. TSA agents are most-
ly visible on US airports 
conducting passenger 
screening and other secu-
rity mechanisms. 

While in the federation 
the team will meet with 

US air carrier representa-
tives and conduct air car-
rier inspections for air-
lines flying directly into 
the US. 

The Observer under-
stands these types of 
inspections are conduct-
ed on a routine basis to 
ensure security recom-
mendations and practices 
are being adhered to.

TSA inspecting RLB, Vance 
Amory Airports

LK Hewlett 

Trinidadian native, 
Esan Granderson 
Esquire has been 
appointed Acting 
Director of Public 
Prosecutions for 3 
month term. 

The young attorney was 
employed as a Crown 
Counsel in the Ministry 
of Justice and Legal 
Affairs for less than two 
years. 

Granderson took up the 
post on February 1st 
and has already sat in on 
a High Court trial this 
week, although he did 
not advance the case. 

Attorney General and 
Minister of Justice and 
Legal Affairs Hon. 
Vincent Byron Jr. con-
firmed Granderson’s 
appointment during an 
interview with The 
Observer this week, 
adding that his tenure 
expires at the end of 
March. 

AG Byron said a number 

of persons have applied 
for the DPP position and 
they will soon start the 
interview process. 

“He was a Crown 
Counsel in the AG’s 
Chambers but he moves 
to Acting DPP while we 
complete our interviews 
and confirm a permanent 
DPP,” he explained, as 
the Ministry seeks to 
bring the Crown’s prose-
cution staff back up to 
full compliment. 

Travers Sinanan departed 

the DPP position in 
September 2015, follow-
ing a legal battle with the 
AG which was eventual-
ly settled behind closed 
doors. A former Crown 
Counsel in the AG’s 
Chambers Arudranauth 
Gossai was appointed as 
Acting DPP from 
October 1; he opted not 
to continue in the role 
after his contract expired 
December 31. 

The January criminal 
assizes began January 19 
with just two Crown 
Counsel and Special 
Counsel Dane Hamilton 
QC. 

Assistant Commission of 
Police Vaughan 
Henderson, who was 
called to bar November 
2014, will be heading to 
the DPP’s office as a 
Crown Counsel. 

AG Byron says 
Henderson is making the 
transition, however he 
was not in a position to 
say how far along the 
process of having him 

Crown Counsel bumped 
up to Acting DPP



LK Hewlett 

It was a hectic day Monday, February 
1, as new Governor of the Eastern 
Caribbean Central Bank, Timothy 
Antoine, officially reported to work at 
the bank’s headquarters in St. Kitts. 

Antoine spent most of the day meeting 
with the ECCB staff, outlining his 
expectations and plan of action for the 
region’s monetary regulatory authority. 
The newly appointed ECCB Governor 
also paid a courtesy call on St. Kitts-
Nevis Prime Minister Hon. Dr. 
Timothy Harris. 

In the afternoon he engaged regional 
media practitioners. He was introduced 
by ECCU Monetary Council Chairman 
Hon. Victor Banks, Chief Minister of 
Anguilla. 

“I believe that Governor Antoine is fit 
to take on the responsibility…His state-
ment to the staff and management 
today gives me great promise that he 
will carry out that function to the bet-
terment of the Eastern Caribbean 
Central Bank and the region as a 
whole,” he said. 

“I know that the staff, based on their 
response to the very comprehensive 
vision that he presented, are hopeful 
that the future of the Bank will be tak-
ing us in the direction that could pro-
vide effective leadership for the 
region.” 

Hon. Banks said the ECCB has had a 
transformational and catalytic role to 
play in the region, and although a lot of 
work has been done “there’s still a lot 
more work to do”. He believes 
Governor Antoine, who comes to the 
post with vast experience in leadership 

a n d  
f i n a n c e ,  
will bring 
a new style 
of leadership as the ECCB charters 
challenging waters during this mile-
stone period in its history. 

Antoine shared the new vision for “the 
new era” at the ECCB for the next five 
years of his term. 

He listed the strategic priorities as 
financial stability for banks and non 
banks in the region; fiscal and debt sus-
tainability, growth, competitiveness 
and employment; and enhancing orga-
nizational effectiveness. 

The new Governor has high expecta-
tions for the staff as they have similar 
expectations of him, he said. He sees 
great opportunity for the ECCB and 
will hold staff accountable for carrying 
out the necessary work as they contin-
ue to improve the institution’s service 
to the people of the region.
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Timothy Antoine takes up ECCB 
Governor’s mantle

(Above)ECCU Monetary Council 
Chairman Hon. Victor Banks, Chief 
Minister of Anguilla introduces 
Grenadian Timothy Antoine as the 
new Governor of the Easter 
Caribbean Central Bank 
 
(Top Right)Governor Antoine shares 
his vision for the ECCB with staff at 
the St. Kitts Headquarters
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Bridge construction at 
Colquhouns Estate will 

open up new lands, says 
Nevis Housing and Lands 

Minister
Chairman of the Nevis 
Housing and Land 
D e v e l o p m e n t  
Corporation (NHLDC) 
Hon. Alexis Jeffers 
expressed satisfaction 
with the construction of a 
bridge at Colquhouns 
Estate which is ear-
marked for completion 
later this month. 

Mr. Jeffers who is also 
the Minister responsible 
for Housing and Lands in 
the Nevis Island 
Administration (NIA) 
told the Department of 
Information recently, 
that the project, which 
would grant ease of 
access to lands in the 
area, is a collaborative 
one between the NIA and 
the private land develop-
ers. 

The Minister also 

explained that the project 
is a critical one for the 
area. He said the ghaut 
which carries a large vol-
ume of water during 
inclement weather goes 
as far as Fort Ashby and 
empties into the ocean. 

“Persons who are famil-
iar with the water that 
goes down this ghaut 
would understand the 
size of bridge that was 
needed here and the 
amount of water that 
flows through this area… 

“So this [project] was a 
must and it has been an 
effort that I believe, will 
bear fruit in the sense 
that we would have alle-
viated major challenges 
that will not be encoun-
tered in the foreseeable 
future. I am happy with 
the turn out of the project 

thus far with some more 
work to be done but of 
course so far so good,” 
he said. 

According to Minister 
Jeffers, the cost of the 
project to the administra-
tion would have been a 
prohibitive and an 
impossible undertaking 
if it were tackled without 
the assistance of others. 

“Because we sell land at 
a concessionary rate at 
the corporation, it would 
have been difficult to 
recoup enough monies 
from the sales to build 
this bridge which is sig-
nificant in cost. 

“So we partnered with 
the developer Leighton 
Thomas who is doing 

Continued on page 16 



An “all hands on deck” 
approach to address the 
recent upsurge of antiso-
cial activity in St. Kitts 
and Nevis has brought a 
renewed sense of com-
mitment from members 
of the joint security 
forces. 

Assistant Commissioner 
of Police (ACP) respon-
sible for crime, Ian 
Queeley, made the state-
ment while appearing on 
this week’s edition of 
“Working for You.”   He 
was joined on the pro-
gramme by other mem-
bers of the High 
Command of the Royal 
St. Christopher and 
Nevis Police Force, 
including Acting 
Commissioner, Stafford 
Liburd, and Permanent 
Secretary in the Ministry 
of National Security, 
Osmond Petty. 

Queeley said joint opera-
tions between members 
of the Royal St. 
Christopher and Nevis 
Police Force, the St. 
Kitts-Nevis Defence 
Force (SKNDF) and Her 
Majesty’s Customs and 
Excise Department are 
taking place. He said the 
geographical location of 
the islands and limited 
resources result in a chal-
lenge to adequately 
secure the borders. 
However, efforts are 
focused on preventing 
contraband from entering 

the twin-island federa-
tion. 

“We have seen the rein-
troduction to service of 
the Coast Guard cutter 
‘Stalwart” which has 
given us some more cov-
erage by sea,” he said. 
“We‘ve also seen that the 
Customs and Excise 
Department has stepped 
up their vigilance in 
terms of surveillance and 
so all of those are some 
of the initiatives that 
have been ongoing …” 

Stop and search opera-
tions have also increased 
over the past days. 

“In many instances your 
normal routine of life, 
traveling about, may be 
interrupted by constant 
searching and vehicular 

checkpoints and that is 
because we are intending 
to seek out those criminal 
elements from wherever 
they are hiding,” Mr. 

Queeley said. 

In order to secure ade-
quate manpower to exe-
cute the necessary opera-
tions, all personnel have 
been recalled from vaca-
tion leave and rest days 
have been restricted. The 
police also submitted 
documents to the 
Government outlining 
legislative changes to 
curb crime. The assistant 
commissioner of police 
used the possession of an 
illegal firearm as an 
example. 

“In Barbados, if you are 
caught with a gun, prison 
is automatic,” he said, 
noting that it sends a 
strong message to per-
sons with malintentions 

Queeley added that dis-
cussions have been held 
with international law 
enforcement agencies 

including the United 
States’ Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) and 
the Regional Security 
System (RSS) about 
ways they can assist local 
efforts. The High 
Command has held meet-
ings with various ranks 
within the RSCNPF, 
from gazetted officers to 
constables, to encourage 
feedback and maintain 
good morale. Town hall 
meetings will be held to 
allow members of the 
community to interact 
with the police leader-
ship. 

“We are trying to 
approach this very 
wholesomely, from all 
angles and we are look-
ing forward and we are 
saying with confidence 
that we can and we will 
make certain that this, 
our beloved country, 
returns to a state of nor-
malcy,” ACP Queeley 
stated. 

some villa/condo type 
development about a 
quarter mile up from us 
in a private/public part-
nership and put our 
resources together to 

bring this bridge to 
fruition,” Mr. Jeffers 
explained. 

The Minister stated that 
the administration owns 
two acres of land across 
the bridge and in recent 
months it had made those 
lands available to per-
sons in the Cotton 
Ground and Barnes 
Ghaut villages who are 
desirous of purchasing 
land in the area. 

“This certainly made it 
easier for at least the 
developer at the top to 
proceed with his devel-
opment and also it has 
made it possible for us to 

make the two acres of 
land available. 

“So I believe about six to 
seven persons would be 
able to own a piece of 
those two acres there and 
build themselves a dream 
home at some point in 
the future,” he said. 

He said he was pleased 
with the work that had 
been accomplished so far 
despite the November 
rains which had ham-
pered work at the start of 
the project. However, he 
expressed hope that the 
February completion was 
on target with the con-
struction of retaining 

walls and smoothing out 
the road. 

A concrete road which 
will link the bridge to the 
Barnes Ghaut area will 
be constructed in the pro-
ject’s second phase. 

The contractor for the 
first phase of the project 
is Mr. Calvert Herbert of 
Cotton Ground and the 
Minister expressed satis-
faction with the signifi-
cant work he has done in 
constructing the bridge 
to specification in a time-
ly manner, despite the 
challenges faced. 
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ACP QUEELEY CONFIDENT OF SUCCESS 
OF ONGOING SECURITY OPERATIONS 

KAW Management Services (Caribbean) Ltd, will be
offering Anti-Money Laundering Exam Preparation
Classes commencing February 19th, 2016.  These sessions
will provide persons with the core concepts needed to sit
any AML Specialist Exam as our classes are a fast, easy
and an inexpensive way for you to kick start your career
in Anti-Money Laundering.

Contact us at training@kawmanagement.com or call (268)
460-0900/01 or 469-1526 or 662-4641 for further details.

NOTICE

Acting Commissioner Liburd (left) and Assistant Commissioner Queeley 
appeared on this week's edition of Working for You.

From page 2

Bridge construction at Colquhouns Estate will 
open up new lands, says Nevis Housing and 

Lands Minister
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Tourism officials say 
only a few tourists have 
cancelled trips to 
Barbados as a result of 
concerns about the Zika 
virus. 

However, the Ministry of 
Tourism and other stake-
holders in the industry 
are working on preventa-
tive measures to ensure 
the eradication of the 
Aedes aegypti mosquito, 

which transmits 
the virus. 

Minister of 
Tourism and 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
T r a n s p o r t  
Richard Sealy 
said that with 
three confirmed 
cases in the 
island, the gov-
ernment was tak-
ing a number of 
steps to ensure 

the safety of Barbadians 
and visitors alike. 

He said there will also be 
a national awareness 
campaign and his min-

istry, as well as the 
Ministry of Health, the 
Caribbean Tourism 
Organization, the 
Barbados Hotel and 
Tourism Authority and 
the Caribbean Public 
Health Agency would be 
working together. 

Sealy was adamant that 
there is a need for a sus-
tained programme to 
eliminate the Aedes 
aegypti mosquito “once 

and for all”. 

“For as long as I can 
remember, as soon as the 
rain came in or a few 
people [contracted] 
dengue the fogging 
machines came out and 
when it died down the 
fogging machine was 
packed up again. That 
doesn’t really make any 
sense…The point is that 
a sustained campaign 
along with education 

awareness and preven-
tion should be used,” he 
stressed. 

The tourism minister 
added that his office 
would continue to moni-
tor the situation and pro-
vide any relevant infor-
mation that was needed 
to global airlines, tour 
operators and travel 
agents to ensure that they 
get the most up-to-date 
advice on Zika.

W i t h  
Va len t ine ’s  
Day just 
around the 
corner, the 
TripAdvisor 
travel com-
munity and 
booking site 
h a s  
a n n o u n c e d  
the winners 
of its 
Tr a v e l l e r s ’ 
Choice awards for 
romantic hotels. 

Based on millions of 
reviews and opinions 
from travellers over the 
past year, Bucuti & Tara 
Beach Resort at Palm-
Eagle Beach, Aruba, 
took the top spot, earning 
the title of the most 
romantic hotel in the 
world. 

The adults-only ocean-
front resort has two 
restaurants, an infinity 
pool and spa, among 
other attractions. 

As one enthusiastic 
reviewer wrote: “From 
the moment I arrive to 
the time I leave I am in 
heaven. The staff, the 
grounds, the beach and 
everything in between 
couldn’t be better.” 

The winning Aruba 
resort pipped a very dif-
ferent property to the 
post, with the old world 
charm of the 10-room 
Old Rectory Hotel in 
Devon, England, secur-
ing second place world-
wide, as well as the top 
spot in Europe. 

The Caribbean fared well 
in the world rankings 

with Coco Plum Island 
Resort on Coco Plum 
Cay in Belize taking sev-
enth place. 

The adults-only, all-
inclusive resort caters to 
those seeking a romantic 
private island getaway 
and features fourteen 
oceanfront cabanas and a 
variety of recreational 
options. 

Joining the Caribbean in 
bagging two places on 
the list were Greece, with 
resorts taking the fourth 
and sixth spots, and The 
Maldives, with proper-
ties judged the fifth and 
eighth most romantic in 
the world. 

Resorts in Australia, 
Thailand and Fiji round-
ed off the top 10. 

Unlike any other hotel 
honours, TripAdvisor 
Travellers’ Choice win-
ners are based on mil-
lions of reviews and 
opinions from travellers 
around the world. 

Award winners are deter-
mined using an algo-
rithm that takes into 
account the quantity and 
quality of reviews from 
travellers on TripAdvisor 

gathered over a 
12-month peri-
od, with empha-
sis placed on 
reviews marked 
as a couples 
stay. 

“ T r a v e l l e r s  
looking to enjoy 
a relaxing get-
away with their 
special someone 
can confidently 

book these award-win-
ning properties that con-
sistently win over the 
hearts of their guests,” 
said Barbara Messing, 
chief marketing officer 
for TripAdvisor. 

“From outstanding ser-
vice, to lavish amenities 
and stunning surround-
ings, it’s easy to see why 
these hotels are beloved 
by travellers around the 
world.” 

Travellers’ Choice top 10 
most romantic hotels in 
the world: 

1. Bucuti & Tara Beach 
Resort Aruba – Palm-
Eagle Beach, Aruba�2. 
The Old Rectory Hotel – 
Martinhoe, UK�3. 
Spicers Vineyards Estate 
– Pokolbin, Australia�4. 
Anastasis Apartments – 
Imerovigli, Greece�5. 
Komandoo Maldives 
Island Resort – 
Maldives�6. Lindos Blu 
– Lindos, Greece�7. 
Coco Plum Island Resort 
– Coco Plum Cay, 
Belize�8. Baros 
Maldives – Baros Island, 
Maldives�9. The Place 
Luxury Boutique Villas – 
Ko Tao, Thailand�10. 
Tokoriki Island Resort – 
Tokoriki Island, Fiji
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Barbados tourism not badly 
affected by Zika virus concerns

BARBADOS IS REPORTING NO MAJOR CANCELLA-
TIONS IN VISITOR BOOKINGS OVER ZIKA FEARS.

Aruba resort is Travellers’ 
Choice most romantic 

hotel in the world



A US$200 million eco-
friendly, high-end luxury 
resort development has 
been unveiled in the 
Bahamas. 

Prime Minister and 
Minister of Finance 
Perry Christie said the 
resort on Children’s Bay 
Cay and Williams Cay, 
situated 15 minutes off 
the northern coast of 
Barraterre, Exuma, will 
add to the economic and 
social development of 
the Exumas, and will be 
another bright spot in the 
archipelago of Islands. 

The owner of the project, 
Dona Bertarelli, is a 
member of a prominent 
Swiss family. 

“Among its benefits is 
the high-end branding 
affiliated with a promi-
nent European family; 
and diversification of the 
tourism industry in the 
form of a 5-star experi-
ence for high net worth 
individuals,” Christie 
said during the signing of 
a Heads of Agreement 
between the Government 
of The Bahamas and sis-
ter companies CB 

Commander Limited and 
CH Amiral Limited on 
Monday. 

He explained that 
Children’s Bay Cay will 
be developed into an 
exclusive five-star ultra-
luxurious resort and golf 
club and will feature a 
boutique 50-pavilion 

room hotel; five over-
the-water pavilions; five 
estate homes; a club 

house comprising a 
restaurant boutique 
library, screening room, 
bar and lounges; a beach 
club; spa, gym and 
Pilates centre; a marina 

village with restaurants 
and small cinema com-
plex; a nature and envi-

ronment centre; a man-
aged marine park; and a 
20-slip marina that will 
accommodate vessels up 
to 120 feet. 

“As a further demonstra-
tion of the developer’s 
respect for the environ-
ment, a nature park is 
planned for the uninhab-
ited Windsock Cay, 
which lies about a quar-
ter of a mile off 
Children’s Bay Cay,” he 

added. 

Williams Cay will be a 
private section of the 
resort and will contain an 
ecological oriented 18-
hole golf course designed 
by Tom Fazio. 

“The Cay will have 15-
20 villas; the over-the-
water pavilions; a wel-
come center; a villa 
owner club house; nature 
trails; biking and jogging 
trails; and seaplane and 
helipad facilities,” 
Christie explained. “A 
bridge will link 
Children’s Bay Cay and 
Williams Cay.” 

He noted that the archi-
tecture would take into 
consideration the topog-
raphy and the natural 
environment, as well as a 
pavilion-style resort 
which will be easier to 
blend into the natural 
environment of The 
Bahamas. 

Christie  stressed that 
most of the natural land-
scaping would remain 
intact and unspoiled. 

“As with all project 
developments, the find-
ings of environmental 
impact assessment study 
and the accompanying 
management plan will be 
strictly adhered to and 
closely monitored 
through joint efforts of 
the developer and gov-
ernment,” the prime min-
ister noted. 

Christie said that for the 
benefit of both Exumians 

and the resort, the 
Developer will construct 
and fully outfit a medical 
clinic, police station and 
a fire station at 
Barraterre, which will be 
transferred to 
Government and staffed 
and maintained by the 
relevant agencies. Also 
planned for development 
on acquired private land 
at Barraterre is the pro-
ject’s back-of-house 
facility, a solar farm, sup-
port services and a resi-
dential subdivision for 
resort employees. 

“The direct impact of the 
development will result 
in a significant increase 
in business activities for 
Bahamians in the areas 
of small aircraft services, 
boat and ferry services, 
food, beverage, hard-
ware, material suppliers, 
fuel suppliers, security 
services, brokerage, 
freight and logistics busi-
nesses, maintenance, 
waste and refuse disposal 
services, construction 
industry wide contractors 
and intra-island trans-
portation,” the prime 
minister said, adding that 
the developer would train 
and support local 
Exumian farmers for the 
supply of fruits and veg-
etables to the resort. 

The project is expected 
to employ between 350 
and 400 Bahamians for 
construction works over 
a five-year period.

The St. Kitts-Nevis Observer. Friday February 5th, 2016 Page 19

Agreement signed for $200 million 
luxury resort in the Bahamas

PRIME MINISTER PERRY CHRISTIE (CENTRE), DEVELOPER DONA 
BERTARELLI (RIGHT) AND OTHER OFFICIALS AT THE SIGNING CER-
EMONY. (PHOTO: BIS/PETER RAMSAY)



Guyana will be serious-
ly pushing the country as 
a  tourist destination this 
year. 

M o r e  
than  GUY$280  million 
(US$1.4 million)  has 
been allocated to pro-
mote tourism develop-

ment, preserve cultural 
identity and economic 
prosperity, based on the 
2016 National Budget 
recently presented by 

Finance Minister 
Winston Jordan. That 
amount includes 211 
indigenous grants which 
will fund eco- tourism 
projects and build village 
economies, catered espe-
cially for the 
50th  Independence cele-
brations. 

“We’ve got a good year 
ahead of us. Of course 
because it’s the 
50th anniversary and we 
expect anywhere up to 
15,000 visitors coming 
just in the month of 
May,”  Minister of 
Telecommunications and 
Tourism, Catherine 
Hughes said. 

A Bed and Breakfast pro-
gramme is to be imple-
mented, but will be 
inspected prior to deter-
mine whether the homes 
meet the requirements 
before they are approved 
for public usage. The 

programme is currently 
being advertised to 
accommodate the thou-
sands of visitors expect-
ed. People with extra 
accommodation in their 
home have been encour-
aged to open them up to 
visitors as several hotels 
are already booked to 
capacity for that period. 

“One of the things that 
we are doing right now is 
ensuring that some of the 
smaller hotels that may 
not be so popular, we’re 
working with them to see 
what availability they 
have and what recom-
mendations, training we 
could provide for them to 
up their standards a bit so 
that more visitors would 
be willing to stay at those 
hotels also,” 
Minister Hughes added. 

Jordan said in his Budget 
presentation that the 
Government will develop 

an operational plan to 
realize the intent of the 
recently revised National 
Tourism Policy. This will 
lay a foundation for 
tourism development and 
ensure collaboration 
between Government 
and all stakeholders. 

“It will focus on areas 
such as bird watching, 
eco-tourism, adventure 
tourism, wildlife watch-
ing, community based 
tourism, sports fishing, 
sports tourism, yachting 
and cruise visits, enter-
tainment and events and 
h e r i t a g e / c u l t u r a l  
tourism,” he said. 

“This policy and opera-
tional plan will empha-
size the role of tourism in 
providing jobs and eco-
nomic growth through-
out Guyana, but especial-
ly in the hinterlands.”

C M Y K
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Guyana predicts good 
year for tourism sector

KAIETEUR FALLS IS ONE OF GUYANA’S BIGGEST ATTRACTIONS.



United States Customs 
and Border Protection 
(CBP) officers at 
Miami’s seaport arrest-
ed a wanted man for an 
alleged kidnapping 
when he arrived on a 
cruise ship from 
Jamaica. 

“This particular man 
was wanted in connec-
tion with a warrant 
from South Carolina 
with first-degree assault 
and battery as well as 
kidnapping charges. He 
was turned over to the 
local police department 
for processing and will 
be returned to South 
Carolina to answer for 
his alleged actions,” 
said Miami Seaport 
Port Director Dylan 
DeFrancisci. 

Meantime, a man who 
arrived by air from 
Jamaica, and another 
who flew in from the 

US Virgin Islands 
(USVI) were also taken 
into custody by CPB 
officers on charges of 
felony narcotics posses-
sion and intimidation of 
witnesses. 

The two unrelated trav-
ellers were Ryan Pett, 
38, of Coons Rapid, 
Minnesota and Trevor 
Brown, 57, of 
Pittsburgh. 

Pett, who had arrived 
from St. Thomas, 
USVI, was arrested for 
felony narcotics posses-
sion charges, while 
Brown was held on 
intimidation of witness-
es or victims (including 
stalking) charges, when 
he flew in from 
Montego Bay. 

“While our primary 
mission is anti-terror-
ism, our Customs and 
Border Protection offi-

cers are also committed 
to working with state 
and local law enforce-
ment agencies in an 
effort to apprehend 
wanted fugitives,” said 
Patti Fitzpatrick, CBP 
Area Port Director in 
Charlotte. 

“These arrests demon-
strate vigilance and 
dedication exercised 
every day by CBP offi-
cers to secure our 
homeland and safe-
guard our citizens.” 

CBP officers verified 
the identities of both 
subjects, confirmed that 
the warrants are active, 
and turned them over to 
the Charlotte 
Mecklenburg Police 
Department for extradi-

An “alien-looking” crea-
ture likened to “some-
thing out of a sci-fi hor-
ror film” has caused a stir 
in the Grenadine island 
of Carriacou. 

The fishy story began 
when the strange-looking 
specimen was caught in 
the port of Windward, 
reportedly giving some 
seasoned fishermen quite 
a fright. 

The foot-long fish report-
edly had humanoid 
“feet” complete with 
toes, which allowed it to 
walk across the ocean 
floor, a “perfect human 
nose,” wings and scales. 

And the apparent hybrid, 
whether fish or fowl, had 
disbelieving fishermen 
stumped. 

One islander said 
“Everyone crowded 
round to look – nobody 
had ever seen anything 
like it. 

“Quite a few people were 
pretty scared and thought 
it looked like something 
out of a sci-fi horror 
film.” 

Veteran fisherman Hope 

McLawrence, 74, who 
found himself eyeball to 
eyeball with the “alien” 
creature when he hauled 
in his nets, admitted he 
was baffled. 

He said the foot-long 
beast had two feet with 
toes, no fin, a long bone 
on its back and “a perfect 
human nose immediately 
above its mouth.” 

“I have never discovered 
anything like this before. 
The wings and tail look 
extremely complicated,” 
he noted. 

McLawrence, a master 
fisherman with more 
than fifty years’ experi-
ence in the industry, 
added: “By the look of 
the creature it cannot 
swim but apparently 
walks on the sea bed. 

“This has shocked me to 
a considerable extent 
since I never thought that 
a creature like this even 
existed, much less in the 
harbour of these shallow, 
friendly waters. 

“This is like a mystery 
and breathes a chill with 
this discovery,” he indi-
cated. 

The attention-grabbing 
creature is believed to be 
a frogfish, an ambush 
predator that can eat 
almost anything that will 
fit into its mouth, which 
can expand to 12 times 
its normal size to accom-
modate prey such as fish, 
crabs and shrimp, as well 
as other frogfish. 

Frogfish, a type of 

anglerfish, are masters of 
disguise and have a tex-
tured exterior that aids in 
their camouflage. They 
vary in colour and often 
have unique spines or 
bumps that change with 
their surroundings. 

Their amazing ability to 
camouflage themselves 
serves as protection from 
predators and may 
explain why they have 
not been spotted by 
Carriacou fishermen 
before. 

Unlike the Carriacou dis-
covery, however, frog-
fish do not have scales. 

According to the 
Professional Association 
of Diving Instructors 
(PADI), frogfish lack a 
swim bladder and use 
their modified pectoral 
fins to walk or run across 
the seafloor. 

They can be found in 
tropical and subtropical 
oceans and seas off the 
coasts of the Americas, 
Africa, Asia and 
Australia.

C M Y K
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Walking fish with human features 
baffles fishermen in Carriacou

WHILE IT HAS SCALES, THE FISH (SHOWN UPSIDE DOWN) ALSO HAS 
TWO STRANGE FEET, COMPLETE WITH TOES. (PHOTO: THE 
SUN/WESSEX NEWS)

Alleged kidnapper nabbed in US on 
cruise ship from Jamaica

  Advisory from 

The St. Kitts-Nevis Observer... 
BEWARE THE SCAMMERS! 

Beware of correspondence which 
purports to make you rich overnight.  

DO NOT give out ANY  
information concerning your  

credit card, bank account, phone 
number or even your address.
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NEVIS - Land for Sale 
Clifton Estate 

760-0482/663-6296

NEVIS - fully furnished 2 bed, 2 bath 
apt., cable TV and water at Paradise 

Estates. 760-0482/663-6296

NEVIS - fully furnished 2 bed, 
1 bath apt. in Jessup. 
760-0482/663-6296.

WANTED One (1) Farm Attendant 
@ Low Ground Egg Farm 

Contact#469 3478 

NEVIS  For sale: 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom 
2 storey house in Charlestown 
call 762-7030 for information

CLASSIFIED AD SPACE FOR 
RENT CALL 469-5907

WANTED Two (2) Painters with 2 
years Experience. Call Strong Joint 
Construction 469 -1420/ 660 -9017

LIQUOR LICENCES ORDI-

NANCE, 1996 

        SCHEDULE A 

To the Magistrate District “C”To the 

Superintendent of Police 

I,  JOHN CORNELIUS Now 

Residing in St. CHARLESTOWN, 

Street in the town or Village of 

PROSPECT in the ST.PARISH do 

hereby give you notice That it is my 

intention to apply on 3rd  Day of 

JANUARY 2017 next to the District 

Magistrate At CHARLESTOWN for 

a RETAIL LIQUOR Licence in 

respect of my\ Premises in MAIN 

Street in CHARLESTOW 

Date 27

th

 day of JANUARY 2017 

 

 Signed D.Jeffers 

 

BAMBOO SHACK 
WANTED One (1) Bartender (Female)  

     Five (5) yrs Experience.  
Call 669/4560 

          Wanted 
An Assistant Manger 

@The Gin Trap 
Please Call 469-8230 

        Wanted.  
Full time Pizza Maker. Full time 

Waitress Yachtsman Grill.  
469-1382 

WANTED 
Isabella Snackette & Bar One (1) 

Waitress  Call: 667 - 8431

   WANTED  
  DANIEL DECK One (1) Helper 

469-5265 /469 5265

          Wanted 
One (1) Painter (Spray Paint)  

With Five (5) years Experience 
Call 665-9523 / 667-8237 

      WANTED 
Tour Guides/ Drivers. St. Kitts 

Call 766 - 8357 

  Advisory 
from 

The St. Kitts-
Nevis 

Observer... 
BEWARE THE 
SCAMMERS! 
Beware of cor-
respondence 

which purports 
to make you rich 

overnight.  
DO NOT give 

out ANY  
information 

concerning your  
credit card, 

bank account, 
phone number 
or even your 

address.

Land for Sale  

½ Acre Land @ Horatio Heights Spectacular 
ViewContact: 469-1710/663-4507 

          HOUSE FOR RENT - One (3) 
Bedrooms (2) Bathrooms 

FurnishedOne (3) Bedrooms (1) 
Bathroom UnfurnishedSerious 

Inquires only call 469-5723/664-3077 

       Wanted 
1 Kitchen Assistant. With 

2 years Experience.  
Call 663-4609 
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