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By LK Hewlett 

A shooting at the opposi-
tion Jamaica Labour 
Party’s 2016 campaign 
launch in Sam Sharpe 
Square, Montego Bay 
Sunday night (Feb 7) has 
left three persons dead 
and two injured. 

Jamaica, with a popula-
tion of over 2.7 million, 
is in full campaign mode 
as the country prepares 
for a February 25 general 
election. 

Several hundred support-
ers were gathered at the 
Square when around 
10pm as JLP Leader, for-
mer Prime Minister 
Andrew Holness was 
giving the feature 
speech, gunshots erupted 
in the crowd. 

Police reported that 5 
persons were shot; two 
males died at the scene, 
one of which was 22 
years old, and a next suc-
cumbed to injuries later 
that night. 

A police statement 
informed that the shoot-
ing was the result of a 
dispute among a few per-

sons at the rally, and no 
gunshots were fired in 

the direction of the stage. The Jamaica Gleaner 
reported JLP  General 
Secretary, Dr Horace 
Chang as saying he 
would not speculate to 
motive in the MoBay 
shooting. 

“I am going to allow the 
police to investigate and 
come up with their own 

findings. We have to take 
a responsible approach. 
We can’t allow ourselves 
to inflame an already bad 
situation,” Chang is 
quoted as saying. 

Not long after the inci-
dent Holness took to 
social media condemning 
the violence and express-

ing condolences to the 
families of those killed 
and injured. 

In a statement issued by 
the JLP, Holness referred 
to the shooting as a “ter-
rorist-like attack”. 

“This terrorist-like attack 
is not just an attack on a 
political meeting, it is an 
attack on our democracy. 
We cannot be deterred by 
this…our resolve still 
remains,” he said, adding 
that the country needs a 
strong government to 
deal with crime. 

The ruling Portia 
Simpson Miller-led 
People’s National Party 
(PNP) has also con-
demned the fatal shoot-
ing. 

PNP campaign 
spokesperson Delano 
Franklyn is quoted in the 
Jamaica Gleaner as say-
ing, 

“We extend our deepest 
sympathies to the injured 
and the families of the 
killed and wounded. It is 
doubly alarming in view 
of the appeal by Prime 
Minister and Party 
President Portia Simpson 
Miller for peace and 
calm during this election 
period.” 

At a PNP meeting one 
week prior, Prime 
Minister Simpson Miller 
had called for “peace and 
calm” during the election 

Three dead, two injured in Jamaica 
opposition rally shooting
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The launch of the 
National Manufacturing 
Competitive Council this 
week is expected to bring 
stakeholders together to 
move the local manufac-
turing sector forward. 

The NMCC was imple-
mented Thursday (Feb 
11) and is comprised of 
11 members from the pri-
vate and public sector 
involved in the manufac-
turing industry. These 
include government min-

istries such as 
International Trade; 
Planning, Finance, and 
SKIPA, along with 
NGOs- the 
Manufacturing Council, 
Chamber of Industry and 
Commerce, and CFB 
College. 

One of the key objectives 
of this Council is to 
advance the National 
Manufacturing Strategy 
2014-2020 by effecting 
the recommendations 
outlined in the plan to 

build greater capacity in 
the sector. The over-arch-
ing goals of this strategy 
are among others, to real-
ize growth in the manu-
facturing sector’s contri-
bution to GDP by 2.5% 
by 2020, and to create 
150 new jobs in manu-
facturing by 2015 and 
500 additional jobs by 
2020. 

Minister of International 
Trade, Industry and 
Commerce Hon Lindsay 
Grant, addressing the 

launch ceremony 
Thursday, said the estab-
lishment of the Council 
is a significant milestone 
for industry stakeholders. 

“Today’s event is a sig-
nificant milestone in the 
advancement of manu-
facturing in St. Kitts and 
Nevis, led by the manu-
facturing division of the 
Chamber of Industry and 
Commerce, with the full 
support of my Ministry,” 
he said, emphasizing that 

the launch of the NMCC 
is a “strong demonstra-
tion of the partnership 
between the government 
and the private sector”. 

“Let me once again reaf-
firm this government’s 
commitment and support 
to the manufacturing sec-
tor and look forward to 
further growth and devel-
opment in the sector.” 

Manufacturing Council 
Chairman Keithly Phillip 

said that with the indus-
try being at a critical 
juncture in national 
development, the imple-
mentation of a bipartisan 
forum of private and 
public sector organiza-
tions is an encouraging 
sign of the government’s 
commitment to manufac-
turers. 

“As a manufacturing 
council, we are opti-
mistic that this effort will 
auger well, not only for 
the manufacturing sector, 
but for the federation as a 
whole; therefore we 
pledge our full commit-
ment to the National 
M a n u f a c t u r i n g  
Competitive Council in 
its implementation of the 
policies, tactics, goals, 
and objectives of the 
National Manufacturing 
Strategy.” 

The manufacturing sec-
tor contributes approxi-
mately 8% to the nation’s 
GDP and employs over 
2000 persons, 95% of 
which are women.

National Manufacturing Competitive Council launched

Manufacturing Council Chairman Keithly Phillip; Andrew Satney,Trade Policy Advisor in the Ministry of International Trade; 
Minister of International Trade, Industry and Commerce Hon Lindsay Grant; Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Trade Charleton 
Edwards; Damion Hobson, Chamber of Industry and Commerce president.

Cross-section of manufacturing sector stakeholders
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What is trauma? A trau-
matic eventor trauma, is 
an experience that caus-
es physical, emotional, 
psychological distress or 
harm, and is usually per-
ceived and experienced 
as a threat to one's safety 
or to the stability of 
one's world 
(MedlinePlus Medical 
E n c y c l o p e d i a ) . T h e  
unfortunate experience 
of being raped, assault-
ed, shot at, trapped in a 
burning building, or wit-
nessing the tragicdeath 
of a loved one,can all be 
described as traumatic. 
These events are often 
sudden, unexpected, and 
upsetting, and leave peo-
ple feeling‘traumatized’ 
or suffering symptoms of 
severe emotional dis-
tress. Victims may feel 
shocked/confused, pan-
icked, jittery, emotional, 
and unable to concen-
trate. Later symptoms 
may include sadness, 
anxiety, loss of appetite, 
sleep disturbances 
(nightmares or thoughts 
‘popping up’ of event), 
loss of motivation, hope-
lessness, irritability, and 
social withdrawal.   

Children who experience 
trauma may also show 
symptoms, includingsad-
ness, confusion, clingi-
ness, fear or being alone, 
lowered appetite or inter-
est in usual activities 
(such as playing), and 
poor school perfor-
mance.   

These symptoms, though 
uncomfortable, are nor-
mal reactions to trauma 
and may continue for-
days, weeks, or months, 
depending on the severi-
ty of the incident.  
Fortunately, coping 
strategies can be used to 
easetraumatic stress and 
help personsfeel more 
‘like themselves’ in a 
shorter time span. Below 
are some suggestions for 
coping with trauma: 

Coping with Trauma 

* Express yourself- Let 
out your feelings to 
someone you trust, e.g 
friend, family member, 
counsellor.  Talking 
about a traumatic event 
allows you to process the 
experience and release 
pent-up tension.  Writing 
out your feelings is also a 
good outlet. 

* Get support from posi-

tive people around you – 
spend time with those 
you love, especially per-
sons who can strengthen 
you and lift your spirit 
during this difficult time. 

• Take care of your self -  
Try to keep a regular 
sleep/eating schedule, 
even though it may be 
difficult. If it is challeng-
ing to fall/stay asleep, 
consider visiting your 
doctor for medication to 
help you rest.  A well-
rested and nourished 
mind/body helps you to 
fight off stress.Limit the 
use of caffeine, alcohol 
and other drugs – these 
can heighten feelings of 
anxiety/depression, and 
create dependence. 

* Keep yourself safe – is 
there anything you can 
do to help yourself feel 
more secure/safe? e.g 
changing your route, 
installing locks, having 
someone stay with you? 
Make needed changes to 
enhance your sense of 
security – this will give 
you a greater feeling of 
control and lessen feel-
ings of fear, anxiety, and 
helplessness. 

* Request help if needed 
– don’t be afraid to ask 
for help or support from 
family, friends, or loved 
ones, as you focus on 
taking care of you.  Take 
time off if needed, but do 
try to return to a normal 
routine as soon as you 
feel able to.  

* Partake in activities 
that soothe and relax you 
– e.g watching a 
favourite show, listening 
to music,talking to a 
friend,going to the 
beach, or worshipping at 
Church.  Enjoyable 
activities may help 
lessen anxiety and 
depression, while 
encouraging relaxation 
and healing. 

* Try to keep things in 

perspective – while 
unfortunate events do 
occur, remember that 
there are many good 
things about life and 
many good people 
around you. Focus on 
the positive- take any 
lessons learned from 
the experience and 
focus on moving for-
ward with a spirit to 
overcome.  

Helping Children 

o Be reassuring.  
Comfort children andlet 
them know and that you 
will do your best to pro-
tect them. Offer extra 
support andaffectionat 
this time.   

o If possible, find age-
appropriate ways to 
explain the incident. For 
example, in explaining 
violence, “sometimes 
people get angry at each 
other and try to hurt each 
other..”Knowledge can 
help children ‘sort out’ 
what happened and feel 
more in control. 

o Offer opportunities for 
children to talkabout 
their feelings, or express 
themselves through writ-
ing or art.   

o Be patient and under-
standing. Children who 
experience trauma may 
revert to younger behav-
iours, such as refusing to 
sleep alone, or bedwet-
ting. These symptoms 
are temporary and will 
likely ease with recov-
ery.   

o Limit media exposure. 
Avoid exposing the child 
to graphic pictures, 
videos, news stories, and 
even conversations about 
the event, which may not 
be age-appropriate and 
serve to re-tramautize the 
child.  

o Help childrenfeel safe. 
Put things in place to 
increase children’s sense 
of safety (e.greinforcing 
security at home, or get-
ting a ‘lift’ to school 
instead of walking 
alone), which will help 
to lower anxiety and pro-
mote recovery.  

Submitted, Jeweleen 
M a n n e r s - Wo o d l e y                 
Counsellor, Counselling 
Centre 

 

February is a busy month within the Federation. It is black history 
month, it is the anniversary month of two of the premier institutions 
in the country; i.e. the Social Security Board (38 years) and National 
Bank Ltd (45 years).  It is also the month when history was decided 
– not made – in the sense that the Labour Party became finalised at 
four consecutive terms in Government versus a possible five and 
counting.   Four consecutive terms in office (or 20 years) will be 
hard to beat in a modern day democracy! 

Forty five, thirty eight, twenty years are remarkable achievements in 
and of themselves, and we offer congratulations to all institutions on 
such milestones; but we have to ask the question about whether 
there has been progress in those years or whether there has merely 
been maintenance of the status quo.  Has the leadership been living 
one year over and over or have we risen, have we sought, have we 
conquered new challenges; broadened our horizons or merely gone 
with the local and international flow? 

Dr. Douglas was in charge of a political party in Government for 20 
of the 33 years of Independence.  Mr. Amory, as Premier, was also 
in charge of Nevis for 17 years, (14 in the first instance and has 
been returned for another 3 so far).  Only two persons have ever 
headed Social Security over its lifetime, the incumbent for twenty 
years or more than half of its existence.   One of the handful of 
persons who have ever headed National Bank served in that capacity 
for nearly 29 years, (again more than half the life of the Bank),  and 
left long after he should have exited the labour market.  

February is also the month of the Elections fiasco. Enough said. 

Time will tell what mark has been left on history; whether in 
February or in another month. 

Meanwhile, the USA has had three presidents: Clinton, Bush and 
Obama.  Great Britain has seen four  Prime Ministers  Major, Blair, 
Brown and Cameron.  Canada has had four, namely Chretien, 
Martin, Harper and Trudeau. Arguably, these three countries have 
seen renewal and refreshing. 

We are aware that change can either be progressive or regressive 
and that it’s a thin line between stability and stagnation. We hope to 
God that what we have witnessed is more of stability with progress 
and less of stagnation with regression! 

DEALING WITH TRAUMA



The workload of our own 
Executive officers is 
functionally not very dif-
ferent from that which 
most Executive Officers 
perform. They are 
expected to demonstrate 
a capacity for leading 
large organizations. The 
Premier has a successful 
record of administering a 
large enterprise. He has 
done so for more than 15 
years, transforming the 
face of Nevis along the 
way. What matters here 
and everywhere else is 
his ability to delegate the 
operations of the enter-
prise to very effective 
Managers who adminis-
ter the day-to-day affairs 
of the reporting divisions 
to ensure that the trains 
run on time.  

In many large organiza-
tions this delegated 
authority falls to the 
Chief Operating Officer 
and below him or her a 
solid cadre of Office 
Directors. In our system, 
this job is being very 
effectively done by a 
very professional team of 
Permanent Secretaries. 
This very sensible alloca-
tion of responsibilities 
frees up the Deputy 
Premier to traverse the 
capitals of the world 

developing consular rela-
tionships in far-flung 
places, negotiating new 
airline services, drum-
ming up support for geot-
hermal energy and mar-
keting St. Kitts and 
Nevis to the rest of the 
world at high-level  
Ministerial Meetings in 
places like Malta.  

These are the meetings 
that are held around the 
world with Foreign 
Ministers in attendance. 
The seat for St. Kitts and 
Nevis should not be 
vacant when every other 
Foreign Minister is pre-
sent from the more than 
190 Nations of the world. 

Should the name of St. 
Kitts and Nevis be 
marked absent? What 
excuse should St. Kitts 
Nevis offer for his 
absence? Should he send 
a Permanent Secretary to 
occupy a seat that is des-
ignated for the Foreign 
Minister? Protocol will 
not allow this. 

The Honorable Premier 
is not expected to be at 
the Social Security 
Office in Basseterre 
every day. He is the 
leader of the Island of 
Nevis.  He is expected to 

lead not to administer the 
day-to-day affairs of a 
local office. He is expect-
ed to have the best per-
son available in the coun-
try who will manage the 
Social Security Fund.  
Then every week or 
every two weeks he is 
expected to hold a regu-
lar meeting of the 
Department heads of his 
Ministry; and in a 
Cabinet-style setting 
each Manager or 
Director reports to the 
team in his presence 
what is happening in 
their respective 
Departments. The entire 
body openly shares expe-
riences and addresses 
issues in their respective 
Departments.  

The Premier reconciles 
differences and indicates 
his preferences. He is the 
leader of his island in the 
same way that PM Harris 
leads the country or 
Obama leads the USA.  
As President, Obama has 
probably never-ever set 
foot in a number of 
Departments in his 
sprawling bureaucracy.  
Tim Cook, the CEO of 
Apple, has probably 
never set foot in many 
countries that are large 
purchases of his products 

and in which APPLE has 
major divisions. 

Everywhere, organiza-
tions place a high market 
value on leadership talent 
and rewards them 
because of their value to 
the organization.  As the 
Nation adopts a fresh 
start, every effort must be 
made to recognize and 

reward all of our out-
standing leaders and 

those among the rank and 
file who outperform their 
peers.  Only by so doing 
will we ever be able be 
able to lift the perfor-
mance of the entire coun-
try, improve and reward 
its productivity, provid-
ing a basis for an escape 
from the U.S. $20,000 
per capita income bucket 
in which we have been 
trapped. 
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The Duties and Responsibilities of 
Executive Officers

Everson W. Hull, Ph.D. 
ECON

INCREDIBLE REAL ESTATE DEALS 
BELOW MARKET PRICE. 

 
A LOCAL LICENSED REAL ESTATE COMPANY IN  

ST. KITTS HAS SOME DISTRESSED PROPERTY DEALS 
BEING OFFERED IN ST. KITTS THAT THE OWNERS ARE 

WILLING TO SELL WAY UNDER MARKET PRICES. 
 

IF YOU WANT A DEAL ON REAL ESTATE IN ST. KITTS THIS IS IT!!!!! 
 

INTERESTED PERSONS WOULD NEED TO EMAIL TO: 
OKSANA AT: observnv@sisterisles.kn AND SPECIFY THAT 

YOU ARE INTERESTED IN THIS AD ON DISTRESSED 
PROPERTY BUYS.  BE SURE WHEN YOU REPLY TO 

INCLUDE YOUR HOME LANDLINE, WORK NUMBER, ALL 
CELL NUMBERS AND THE EMAIL ADDRESS TO CONTACT YOU. 

 
IF YOU LIVE OUTSIDE OF THE USA, CANADA, OR ST. KITTS 

AND NEVIS, PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR SKYPE ADDRESS. 
 

SOME OF THESE PROPERTIES ALSO INCLUDE PROPER-
TIES THAT QUALIFY FOR CITIZENSHIP IN ST. KITTS AND 

NEVIS IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN THAT OPTION. 
 

THIS REAL ESTATE COMPANY IS CURRENTLY RUNNING 
A SPECIAL OFFER WHERE IF YOU PURCHASE A PROP-

ERTY BECAUSE YOU WANT TO GET CITIZENSHIP IN  
ST.  KITTS AND NEVIS, YOUR LEGAL CIU CITIZENSHIP 
FEES WOULD BE PAID IF YOU BRING A COPY OF THIS 

AD BEFORE YOU BUY. 
 

THIS WILL SAVE YOU 1000’S OF DOLLARS IN LEGAL FEES. 

  Advisory from 

The St. Kitts-Nevis Observer... 
BEWARE THE SCAMMERS! 

Beware of correspondence which 
purports to make you rich overnight.  

DO NOT give out ANY  
information concerning your  

credit card, bank account, phone 
number or even your address.



 Let me begin by congratulating on their 
appointment the new Commissioner of 
Police Ian Queeley and his High 
Command. They inherit a monumental 
but not insurmountable task. I wish 
them every and early success.  

Our country faces a serious crisis that 
could reverse all the advances that have 
been made in the past 50 years.  

We stand to lose more than a half of one 
per cent of our population through 
homicide in ten years. If that is not a cri-
sis I don’t know what is. It is the equiv-
alent of the United  States losing one 
and a half million of its residents to mur-
der in ten years.  

As you know I have very recently writ-
ten a book entitled  Breaking the Cycle 
- Politics, Constitutional Change and 
Governance in St. Kitts and Nevis. My 
book contains a chapter headed The 
Social Contract in which I discuss the 
issue of violent crime and its impact on 
our community. I list 20 underlying fac-
tors which have contributed in varying 
degrees to the alarming increase in vio-
lent crime. I will in this interview refer 
to some of these factors but I prefer to 
focus on the solutions.  

I am confident that the new police High 

Command will redouble past efforts. I 
recognize the efforts that are being made 
to improve the response of law enforce-
ment to the crisis. However that alone 
will not solve it. There must be a uni-
fied, national effort to reverse the mis-
trust of the police that is prevalent in the 
communities. Unless that happens the 
police will, whatever resources are pro-
vided them, continue to fight crime with 
one hand tied behind their back.  

The appalling prison conditions are 
another factor. As my legal colleague 
Emile Ferdinand QC said on one of your 
programmes the prison is a university of 
crime.  

The political culture also contributes. 
The problem of violent crime should not 
be politicized. It has been to too great an 
extent. That should not continue. The 
political parties should jointly recognize 
and commit to addressing the crisis. The 
police need this type of support.  

But improved policing, better prisons 
and less politics would not be enough in 
the long term. We must address the 
aggression and lack of discipline which 

prevail. These result in part from the 
negative attitudes which have evolved 
and which we see reflected on a daily 
basis on our streets and in our institu-
tions. These attitudes have been exacer-
bated by the tribal politics.  

We have to do a much better job at par-
enting and educating our children. Too 
many children are being brought up by 
television and video games and without 
role models while their so called parents 
go merrily about their business leaving 
the society to have to mop up the prob-
lem they create. Are you surprised that 
young men who have been brought up 
in this way find security in their peers in 
gangs?  

The way in which our people react to 
each other is also a contributing factor. 
Parents disrespecting and verbally 
assaulting teachers is the norm. The par-
ent/child relationship is too often vio-
lent. The other day a mother passed by 
me with her child who was being dis-
obedient.  

The mother shouted “ A bet a bus you 
head.” That child will grow up thinking 

that violence is the way to resolve dis-
putes and to impose discipline. It is all 
too prevalent conduct. The young men 
have taken the aggression, social disor-
der and verbal violence they grow up 
seeing on a daily basis to another level 
using guns.  

The changes in attitude which are an 
essential ingredient of the solution will 
not come easily. It will take time but the 
society must start collectively and with-
out further delay to address them. We 
have the wherewithal to do so but we 
need the will and the leadership. I refer 
not only to political leadership but lead-
ership within Civil Society which must 
play a key role in the solution. Too many 
members of Civil Society are enjoying 
their cushy lives and are afraid to talk 
out and act on social issues. They should 
appreciate that their lives will no longer 
be so cushy if they become penned into 
their homes by fear of violent crime.  

The time has come for our society to 
drop the politics from and to unify in 
addressing the deep and serious issues 
we face.  
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COMMENTS BY CHARLES  
CRIME- 10th February 2016.



LK Hewlett 

“Those of you in manu-
facturing know the cost 
of electricity is killing 
us,” laments the chair-
man of the National 
Manufacturing Council. 

Keithly Phillip was at the 
time addressing 
Thursday’s (Feb 11) 
launch of the National 
M a n u f a c t u r i n g  
Competitive Council. 

“It’s killing us, and we 
look forward to any 
assistance that we can get 
in helping to lessen the 
cost of electricity. One 
would hope that with the 
cost of oil going down by 
leaps and bounds that we 
will see some sort of 
reflection on our bills.” 

As at February 10 the 
price of oil was down to 
US$28.36 per barrel, 
compared to roughly $54 
in February 2015, and 
$104 in February 2014. 

This outcry from the sec-
tor, which is heavily 
reliant on energy to pro-
duce its goods, is nothing 

new. 

In 2014 then Council 
Chairman Linkon 
Maynard said the high 
cost of energy could 
undermine expansion in 
the manufacturing sector. 

The Minister responsible 
for International Trade, 
Industry and Commerce, 
Hon. Lindsay Grant said 
Thursday that the gov-
ernment is exploring all 
means possible to pro-
vide electricity to the 
sector at a competitive 
price. 

As additional assistance 
to the sector with respect 
to lowering its energy 
costs, Hon. Grant pointed 
out that the government 
had removed Customs 
Duty on Green Energy 
products “to encourage 
sector investment in 
equipment and hardware 
to reduce fossil fuel ener-
gy in daily operations”. 

“As Minister responsible 
for the continued devel-
opment of the manufac-
turing sector, I can assure 
you on behalf of the gov-

ernment of the federa-
tion, that we pledge to do 
all that is possible to 
achieve sustainability 
and improvement to the 
sector…” 

He said however, that the 
sector, one of the major 
contributors to the local 
economy, must make 
every effort to reduce 
production costs by mak-
ing necessary operational 
adjustments. 

While global oil prices 
continue to fall, the cost 
of fossil fuel-generated 
electricity remains high 
in the Caribbean. 

In St. Kitts, the commer-
cial sector, for the first 50 
kwh/kilovolt-amperes 
pays 80 cents per unit. 
For the next 75 per 
kwh/kva it is 76 cents per 
unit; for the next 100 
kwh/kva it is 72 cents per 
unit, and for all units 
exceeding 250 kwh/kva 
it is 65cents per unit. 
There is also a demand 
charge for every kva of 
demand, or part thereof, 
of $15 per kva.
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“Electricity costs killing us”, 
says manufacturing sector 

NOTICE



By Staff Writer 

A very small number of 
ex-police officers have 
signaled their intentions 
to return and serve the 
law enforcement agency 
during this prevailing 
crime situation. 

This is according to 
Permanent Secretary in 
the Ministry of National 
Security, Osmond Petty 
on Wednesday (Feb 10), 
while responding to a 
question posted by an 
officer during a meeting 
with the High Command 
and rank and file, and 
officials from the 

Ministry of National 
Security. 

“To be honest the num-
ber of past police who 
want to come back to 
work, that is, go in the 
station and work, is very 
limited.” 

This comes as the law 
enforcement agency in 
2015, sought to have 
more retired officers 
rejoin the force, while 
having others submit rec-
ommendations on possi-
ble plans to effectively 
address the current crime 
problem. 

The then High Command 
late last year met with 
several retired officers at 
the Police Training 

Complex to garner feed-
back on those plans. 

While Commissioner of 
Police Ian Queeley, then 
an Assistant 
Commissioner of Police, 
explained that a number 
of persons had expressed 
their willingness to 
return to active service, 
according to PS Petty, the 
offer was made, however 
not many of them were 
willing to return and 
work. 

“We have three who 
would have just had 
approval to rejoin that we 
are going to take back,” 
Petty informed, “and two 
in the process for 
approval, to try and free 
up a few more police 

positions.” 

C u r r e n t l y  
the police 
force has 
just over 
450 officers 
on its books. 
Several new 
recruits are 
in training 
and are 
expected to 
g r a d u a t e  
their course 
in the com-
ing weeks to 
join the 
ranks.

C M Y K
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Retired police officers not willing to return and serve

Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of National 
Security, Osmond Petty
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Each year our Caribbean 
countries celebrate with 
great pride and joy their 
independence. We stand 
through ceremonies and 
listen to our leaders 
speak about the impor-
tance of democracy and 
the values on which our 
nations were founded. 
We hear of promises of a 
new era, one in which 
our people are empow-
ered, one which is filled 
with social and economic 
opportunities.  

I listen to such speeches 
with great amusement. 
Beyond the traditional 
fanfare, military parades, 
and knighting cere-
monies, are we truly 
operating as free people?  

One doesn’t need to put 
on investigative specta-
cles to see constant 
reports across the region 
of alleged corruption, 
payoffs, and cronyism. 
Self-interest continues to 
drive many of our politi-
cal leaders. From the 
halls of the United 
Nations, where a former 
Antiguan ambassador 
was arrested, to our local 
Parliaments where we 
hear of tax money being 
directed to individuals 

and companies with 
direct or indirect ties to 
the same 
Parliamentarians, I ask: 
What is this new era we 
as a people are being 
promised?  In which 
direction do you wish to 
see our region and people 
move? 

For many decades, the 
governments within the 
Caribbean Community 
have been operating with 
little accountability to the 
people who voted them 
into office and on whose 
behalf they were sup-
posed to act.  How often 
have we had to put up 
with broken promises?  
How often have we seen 
elected officials act in 
ways that clearly contra-
vene the spirit and mean-
ing of our Constitutions?  
How often have we seen 
the cries of the weak and 
disadvantaged among us 
go blatantly unnoticed by 
those who took oats to 
protect the vulnerable?   

But as troubling of these 
errors and omissions in 
our systems of govern-
ments and governance 
are, perhaps the most 
frustrating aspect of life 
and living in our parts of 

the world is the opaque 
law-passing procedures 
in existence in all of our 
countries.  That actuality 
frustrates this writer 
because, after all, our 
system of laws is proba-
bly the most important 
single factor that could 
spell doom or gloom for 
our small and highly sus-
ceptible island states. 

By comparison, in 
almost all western coun-
tries, governments are 
obliged to provide infor-
mation to their citizens, 
under freedom of infor-
mation acts. With the 
exception of national 
security matters, United 
States’ politicians are 
compelled to provide 
their diary and account 
for their whereabouts 
every day. The Act’s tag 
line is “the law the keeps 
citizens in the know 
about their government.” 
The US government, in 
2014 received over 
700,000 requests from 
citizens for information. 
Where does this require-
ment exist in the 
Caribbean?  How easy is 
it to get information on 
the activities of our gov-
ernments and politi-
cians?  After all, govern-

ment ministers and some 
of our leaders travel 
overseas on taxpayer 
funded trips and we the 
people are hardly in the 
know with respect to the 
purpose of the trips and 
the outcomes. Yet, we 
live in truly democratic 
societies where our free-
doms are guaranteed and 
protected!     

Moreover, in the Eastern 
Caribbean, not only do 
we lack such basic demo-
cratic principles, but the 
laws being passed by our 
Parliaments rarely 
encompass consultation.  
Why has that situation 
been allowed to perpetu-
ate for so many years?  
Have we the people 
become so disillusioned 
that we are now condi-
tioned to accept any and 
all things done in our 
names by our politicians? 

Where are the 
Parliaments’ websites 
showing what is being 
discussed and what has 

passed in the Lower and 
Upper Houses that will 
soon become the laws 
of the land? Why, in the 
OECS, for example, do 
we find out about bank-
ing acts and the likes 
only after they are 
passed? Where are the 
sensitization workshops 
and town hall meetings 
to flesh out details per-
taining to matters of 
national concerns that are 
soon to become major 
policies or laws that will 
affect our entire coun-
tries and peoples? 

Clearly, when we as seri-
ous and responsible peo-
ple of the Caribbean 
reflect carefully on the 
lack of accountability of 
our politicians and those 
in leadership positions in 
society; the absence of 
any meaningful consulta-
tion with the people 
before major pieces of 
legislations are brought 
before, debated in, and 
passed by our various 
Parliaments; and our 
inability, by law, to 
access information on all 
of the things our govern-
ments claim to do in our 
name and on our behalf, 
one rudimentary ques-
tions pops up: Are we 
really free?  

As we celebrate our 
political independence 
and as other countries 
within the Caribbean 
Community do likewise, 
let us take some time off 
for sober reflections on 
all aspects of our daily 
experiences.  Let us 
examine ourselves in a 
sincere manner and ask 
whether or not we are 
satisfied with the direc-
tions in which our coun-
tries are heading.  Let us 
ponder about the future 
of our children and 
grandchildren and the 
kind of environments we 
are leaving for them to 
shape their own future. 

And while we do all 
these things with the ulti-
mate goal of creating “a 
new era” for ourselves 
and our countries let us 
all accept and appreciate 
that to be really free 
means not only indepen-
dence from a colonial 
power, but freedom for 
all people to know what 
their leaders are doing in 
our names and on our 
behalf!  

ARE WE REALLY FREE? 
By: Brian M. Francis (Ph.D) 

Senior Lecturer - Department of Economics - University of the West IndiesCave Hill 
Campusbrian.francis@cavehill.uwi.edu 



By Staff Writer 

The St. Kitts-Nevis gov-
ernment is currently in 
negotiations with the 
local arm of the 
PetroCaribe- Pedevesa 
(PDVSA)- to have the 
interest on its debt to the 
Venezuelan oil alliance 
discharged. 

Minister of Energy, the 
Hon. Ian ‘Patches’ 
Liburd confirmed this to 
The Observer in a recent 
interview, also inform-
ing of ongoing talks to 
develop a payment 
scheme for the outstand-
ing debt the federation 
has racked up for fuel 
from the Bolivarian 
Republic of Venezuela. 

“We are in consultation 
with the representative 
for PDVSA, which is a 
local company. We are 
looking at a proposal 
from them in terms of 
liquidating that debt 
over a period of time.” 

St. Kitts amassed a stag-
gering debt of US$83 
million for fuel under 
the PetroCaribe agree-

ment. It was only 
recently announced 
that $16 million of 
that amount was due, 
however, the Minister 
could not confirm if 
that was pai 

He said it is impor-
tant for the 
Administration to 
clear this debt, since 
the local company 
that deals with the 
payment for 
PetroCaribe also 
lends a hand in the 
development of St. 
Kitts and Nevis. 

“PDVSA pays on our 
behalf to Venezuela, 
so when we pay this 
debt, we pay it into 
the local company 
and it then rolls out 
into our social devel-
opment.” 

The Finance 
Ministry, according 
to Minister Liburd, is 
the department 
focusing on having 
the interest on the 
debt forgiven and 

also to pay any 
o u t s t a n d i n g  
amounts over a 
period of time. 

“I am not at liber-
ty to say what the 
period of time 
is,” he however 
stated 

Shortly after 
assuming office 
in 2015, the gov-
ernment had dis-
closed that the 
Federation was 
highly indebted 
to the PDVSA. 

Even with nego-
tiations ongoing, 
the Federation’s 
political leaders 
are keeping a 
close eye on the 
change in parlia-
mentary power in 
Venezuela, as 
talks have shifted 
to reviewing or 
discontinuing the 
p r o g r a m m e ,  
which sees 
C a r i b b e a n  
P e t r o C a r i b e  

member states being 
sold oil at a discounted 
price. 

Venezuelan lawmaker, 
Elia Matta recently told 
media in Venezuela that 
he is not fully in support 
of the closure of the sub-
sidized programme, but 
it cannot all be business 
as usual. 

“We cannot sacrifice our 
population in order to 
benefit others...that 
agreement needs to be 
reviewed very careful-
ly,” Matta told Fox 
News Latino. 

The local government 
continues to take steps to 
alleviate the 
Federation’s oil depen-
dency. 

The government in 2015 
signed a contract with 
Teranov to carry out a 
pilot project for geother-
mal exploration on St. 
Kitts in the hopes of 
transitioning to renew-
able energy as the 
island’s main source of 
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SKN moves to get interest on PetroCaribe 
debt discharged

Minister of Energy, Ian ‘Patches’ Liburd, all smiles with 
Venezuelan President Nicholas Maduro 



LK Hewlett 

The newly implemented 
scale of fees for defense 
attorneys assigned capi-
tal cases is more than 
fair, says Attorney 
General Vincent Byron 
Jr. 

A large cross section of 
the federation’s defense 
lawyers are refusing to 
accept capital case 
assignments in objection 
to the fees the govern-
ment has now started 
paying. The fees are con-
siderably less than what 
the lawyers charge 
clients for cases such as 
murder and manslaugh-
ter. 

According to this new 
schedule of fees the gov-
ernment will pay lawyers 
with less than ten call 
years $10,000 for mur-
der cases going to trial, 
and $15,000 for attor-
neys with ten or more 
call years. 

The lawyers also con-
tend that they were not 
consulted on the matter, 
in addition to the fees not 
being adequate for the 
amount of work they are 

required to put in for 
these cases. 

The Attorney General 
told The Observer this is 
not accurate since he had 
met with the Bar Council 
in the latter part of 2015 
and the fee scale was on 
the agenda. 

Before arriving at the 
figures, Byron said, they 
had looked at other prac-
tices in the jurisdictions 
in the region including 
Guyana, Barbados, 
Trinidad, and Belize. 

In some of these jurisdic-
tions, he said, the whole 
concept of state appoint-
ed lawyers is done pro 
bono- denoting work 
undertaken for the public 
good without charge, 
especially legal work for 
a client who cannot 
afford representation 

When compared to other 
jurisdictions where the 
state pays court-appoint-
ed attorneys, lawyers in 
St. Kitts-Nevis are 
among the highest paid, 
the AG stated. 

Byron said the govern-
ment is looking to take 

the matter to parliament 
to establish legislation 
relating to this issue. 

He also stressed that he 
did not wish to engage in 
a public back and forth 
with the lawyers. 

A government source 
had indicated to this pub-
lication prior to the scale 
of fees being implement-
ed that some lawyers’ 
bills were “exorbitant” 
and ranged from several 
hundred thousand to in 
excess of one million 
dollars for a few cases. 

As the issue is being 
considered for legisla-
tion, it remains under 
review, AG Byron said. 

In the meantime, the 
stalemate between the 
Ministry and the defense 
lawyers remain and at in 
at least one case, a 
date cannot to be set for 
a  particular murder trial 
due to the lawyers’ posi-
tion of not providing 
court appointed repre-
sentation until the matter 
is resolved.
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AG Byron: Lawyers paid a fair 
share for capital assignments
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C M Y K

Eric Mackenzie-Lamb 

 

Open almost any newspaper these days, 

or turn on the TV, and there you see it-

images of endless lines of desperate 

refugees whose sole worldly posses-

sions are those carried on their backs. 

Dazed, hollow-eyed children, many 

still too young to fully comprehend the 

horrors of Syria’s civil war and its col-

lateral human cost. Behind them, where 

there was once a home, a life, and a 

future, there are now only collapsed 

buildings pockmarked by shells and 

bullet holes, decomposing bodies in the 

streets, and, in many besieged areas, an 

almost total lack of vital medicines, 

food, water, electricity, or basic sani-

tary facilities. But the most saddening 

aspect is that, despite efforts by so 

many, including the United Nations, 

human rights monitors, and multiple 

relief organizations, there seems to be 

no end in sight to this human tragedy. 

 

But the Syria which I knew back in 

2009, when I first explored the country 

by motorcycle, was very different. And, 

as paradoxical as it may seem, it was 

still one of the Middle East’s safest 

countries for any visitor, whether 

Christian, Jew, Buddhist, Alawite, 

Shiite or Sunni.  Crime was almost 

non-existent, largely due to the inordi-

nately harsh and often arbitrary punish-

ments meted out by the 

Assad regime, including long terms of 

imprisonment, even death, sometimes 

for even the pettiest of crimes. Simply 

put, Big Brother was always watching 

you. But for most foreign visitors, these 

stark realities remained conveniently 

hidden from view. For the handful of 

tourists who did come, mostly to learn 

first hand about some of the world’s 

most ancient and fascinating cultural 

sites, the Syrian Arab Republic, as it 

was then formally known, was a truly 

unique and off the beaten track destina-

tion.  

To get here, I had traversed the alps 

from Switzerland to Italy, crossed the 

Ionian Sea by ferry to Greece, and con-

tinued eastward into Turkey. The trip, 

even at a fast pace, had taken just under 

a week. 

My first crossing into Syria was from 

near the southern Turkish city of 

Antakya, then across a long stretch of 

no man’s land, before finally arriving at 

the first Syrian border post. (On the 

way, it was impossible not to notice 

those gigantic roadside posters of 

President Bashar al-Assad and his late 

father and predecessor, Hafez.) I was 

definitely in Syria 

As things turned out, though, I almost 

didn’t make it further.  My first experi-

ence in Syria may seem amusing now, 

but it definitely wasn’t so at the time. In 

fact, it was even somewhat scary. There 

are certain risks, I often remind myself, 

of going to a country-any country-with 

an authoritarian regime. Above all, you 

must follow a golden rule: stay out of 

trouble, and watch what you say. And 

to whom you say it.  

When I handed my St Kitts Nevis pass-

port to the immigration officer, he 

looked at it with a puzzled expression, 

thumbed through its pages, even turned 

it upside down. Then, after what 

seemed an eternity, he asked me in his 

fragmented English: “Mister, excuse 

me. But what country you are from?” 

 

“St Christopher and Nevis”, I replied, 

taking care to pronounce the words 

slowly and carefully. 

He looked at me with an even more 

mystified expression. “Where is that?” 

“The Caribbean, sir. It’s a rather small 

country”, I added, lamely. 

“Oh! Cuba?” 

“No, sir. Nowhere near Cuba” 

FOND MEMORIES OF A SYRIA WHICH IS NO MORE
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Palmyra, 2009. Two friends taking a break in the Syrian desert



“Then where?” 

But before I had a chance to answer, 

another officer signaled me to step out 

of the line. I was holding everyone else 

up, he explained politely in his broken 

English. Come back later, he said, 

when the rush hour was over. 

Despondent, not knowing what to do 

next, I started walking back, still carry-

ing my helmet and passport, to the 

 beginning of the queue.  

Just then, I felt someone tug at my 

sleeve. “Can I help you with any-

thing?” 

The gentleman who was so kindly 

offering me assistance turned out to be 

a Syrian diplomat stationed in Ankara 

who was returning home for a family 

wedding. Not only that, his English was 

almost immaculate. “What seems to be 

the problem?” he asked. 

“Well, I’m not quite sure. For some rea-

son, the immigration officials can’t find 

my country”. I handed him my pass-

port. 

He examined the document for a brief 

moment, and then smiled. “St Kitts and 
Nevis! My my , you’re certainly a long 

way from home. And on a motorcycle, 

no less. Lovely place, St Kitts.” 

“Do you know it?” I asked, astonished. 

“My wife and I visited it by cruise ship 

a few years ago. Never got to Nevis, 

though. Pity. 

He pulled out a small notebook from 

his pocket, scribbled something on a 

slip of paper, and then told me to follow 

him back to the head of the line. “Just 

wait behind me and let me do the talk-

ing” 

And that’s how it happened. The diplo-

mat, who was obviously known by the 

border authorities, handed the same 

officer my passport again and showed 

him the slip of paper. Almost immedi-

ately, the immigration officer nodded in 

understanding, punched some figures 

into his computer keyboard, and then, 

In just under two minutes, my passport 

had been stamped and returned to me.  

“Welcome to Syria!” 

I thanked the diplomat profusely and 

asked him what the problem had been. 

He laughed. 

“I’m sorry to say, our country isn’t 

quite up to speed when it comes to cer-

tain technologies” he explained as he 

got into his car. “At this border cross-

ing, the computer database is outdated, 

still only in Arabic script. From my 

own observations, most of the officers 

here have only a marginal understand-

ing of the Latin alphabet. Sure, they can 

recognize the cover design of passports 

from the United States, Canada, 

Britain, Japan, and most other major 

countries. But you can be sure that 

none of them had ever seen a passport 

from St Kitts and Nevis before. So, not 

being certain which country it was 

issued by, the officer didn’t 

know what to enter in the database. But 

once he saw its name, which I’d written 

in Arabic, he found it almost immedi-

C M Y K
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By Staff Writer 

N e w l y a p p o i n t e d  
Commissioner of Police, 
Ian Queeley has sent a 
stern warning to rank and 
file of the Royal St. 
Christopher and Nevis 
Police Force that all�dis-
ciplinary infractions will 
be dealt with, and it will 
not be business as usual 
going forward. 

This disclosure came as 
the Top Cop made his 
first speech to the mem-
bers of the police force on 
Wednesday (Feb 10), as 
the new High Command 
was ‘introduced’,having 
been formally announced 
the night before. 

Queeley who is a 32 year 
veteran of the law 
enforcement agency said 
that changes will be 
brought to the police 
force, pointing out that 
some will be more 
“immediate” than others. 

“It s not and will not be 
business as usual. All will 
be held accountable for 
their actions...I have con-
ceptualized a framework 
within which disciplinary 
infractions will be dealt 
with.” 

These changes, according 
to Queeley, are being put 
forward to allow ranks of 
the force to perform at 
their “optimum”. 

The new CoP disclosed 
that he will be leading 
from the front and 
intends to be visible and 
transparent in all his 
undertakings. 

To this end, he disclosed 
that he is hopeful of cre-
ating an environment 
where ranks can “excel” 
so they can work and 
contribute. 

“The effort and emphasis 
will be placed on team. 
We will be operating as a 
team and we would hope 
to respect each other’s 
views. We may differ at 
times but at the end the 
best result is what we 
want for the police force 
and the country. 

The Commissioner and 
other members of the 
Police High Command 
were selected after a 
number of weeks of rig-
orous interviews, before 
their names were submit-
ted to the Police Service 
Commissioner and 
assented to be confirmed 

by the Governor General. 

Expressing his gratitude 
for the accession to the 
head the Force, Queeley 
said “this is a momentous 
event in my career”. 

“I am part of a national 
organization that is mak-
ing the dream of a more 
effective and successful 
police force a reality.” 

He thanked the Minister 
of National Security, Dr. 
Timothy Harris, the 
Permanent Secretary, 
  Osmond Petty and the 
panel of interviewers for 
recommending him.  

“I am grateful for the 
recognition of my 
achievements. most of 
these opportunities�were 
afforded to me since I am 
serving this nation.” 

Against that backdrop, he 
disclosed that the new 
responsibility awarded to 
him will not be taken 
lightly as he prepares to 
operate with boldness. 

“I have always operated 
on principles and extreme 
professionalism and will 
continue to do so.”

By Lk Hewlett 

Former Superintendent 
Merclyn Hughes is 
among three new 
Assistant Commissioners 
joining the newly 
appointed Commissioner 
of Police Ian Queeley 
enlisted to lead the fight 
against crime in St. Kitts 
and Nevis. 

This is the second his-
toric appointment for 
Hughes, being the first 
female officer to ascend 
to the post of 
Superintendent [May 
2013] and now the first 
to hold an ACP position. 

Prime Minister Dr. 
Timothy Harris, who 
holds the National 
Security portfolio, 
informed the public via 
national address Tuesday 
(Feb 10) that Ian Queeley 
had been appointed 
Commissioner of Police, 
former Superintendent 
Hilroy Brandy- Nevis’ 
top cop- is the new 
Deputy Commissioner, 
and Hughes, Andre 
Mitchell- former Head of 
the Criminal 

Investigation Unit; and 
Terrence James –former 
Acting Commandant of 
the Police Training 
School- have been 
appointed Assistant 
Commissioners. 

Veteran officer Hughes, 
PM Harris said, has bro-
ken the glass ceiling and 
should serve as inspira-
tion to local and regional 
females in the Police 
Force. She has responsi-
bility for Administration, 

Resources, Technology 
and Intelligence 
Directorate. 

James brings over 29 
years of policing exper-
tise to the top ranks; he 
has responsibility for 
Operations Directorate. 

25-year veteran Mitchell 
has responsibility for 
crime. 

DCP Brandy comes with 
35 years of police service 

and specialist experience 
in Crime Scene 
Investigation and 
Management, and inves-
tigative practice in 
Financial and Anti-
money laundering mat-
ters. He has responsibili-
ty for the Service 
I m p r o v e m e n t  
Directorate. 

CoP Queeley has overall 
responsibility for police 
matters. 

“The new Police High 
Command team has been 
carefully selected 
because they are, at this 
time, the very best polic-
ing hope of our nation 
and are the most capable 
of taking on an exacting 
individual and collective 
challenge. It is time for 
our local talent to bloom 
and do positive things for 
our nation,” Dr. Harris 
said. 

�“All of these officers 

are well qualified and 
have received extensive 
local, regional and inter-
national training 
throughout their policing 
careers in law enforce-
ment. Their breadth of 
skills, knowledge and 
specialist areas comple-
ment each other and pro-
vide us with a robust 
leadership team.” 

C M Y K
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VACANCY 

     Administrative Assistant at a Law Firm 

Kindly submit our resume to P.O. Box 1200 

           Main Street, Charlestown, Nevis or 

            dandrearowe@gmail.com 

        Deadline Monday Feb 17, 2016 

 

First female ACP among new Police 
High Command

l-r  Newly appointed 
Assistant 
Commissioners of 
Police Merclyn Hughes, 
Terrence James and 
Andre Mitchell

CoP Queeley: It will not be business as usual
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Ian Queeley is the new 
Commissioner of Police

By LK Hewlett 

Decorated career police 
officer Ian Queeley, for-
merly an Assistant 
Commissioner, has been 
appointed Commissioner 
of Police for St. Kitts and 
Nevis. 

Queeley’s appointment 
as Top Cop was 
announced Tuesday 
evening (Feb 9) during a 
national address by 
Prime Minister and 
Minister of National 
Security Hon. Dr. 
Timothy Harris. 

Commissioner Ian 
Queeley comes highly 
qualified in terms of aca-
demics and policing 
experience, PM Harris 

pointed out. 

“Ian Queeley has been a 
police officer for 30 
years; 15 of which have 
been at the strategic 
management and execu-
tive levels. He has had a 
well-rounded career hav-
ing spent 13 years work-
ing in the drug squad.   
He has also spent 3 years 
on secondment to the 
Central Liaison Office of 
the Regional Security 
System (RSS) as a 
Permanent Instructor 
where he had special 
responsibilities for 
Physical Training, 
Weapon Training and 
Internal Security.  He has 
two degrees and profes-
sional training from the 
best policing institu-

tions.” 

Queeley’s appointment 
comes 11 months after 
former CoP CG Walwyn 
resigned; former Deputy 
Commissioner Stafford 
Liburd was appointed 
Acting Commissioner in 
April 2015. Liburd is on 
pre-retirement leave, 
having served the Force 
for over 40 years. 

CoP Queeley leads a 
‘brand new’ Police High 
Command as PM Harris 
also announced the 
appointments of Hilroy 
Brandy as Deputy 
Commissioner, and 
Terrence James, Andre 
Mitchell and Merclyn 
Hughes as Assistant 
Commissioners. PM 
Harris made it clear that 
much is expected of the 
new Commissioner and 
those under his com-
mand. 

“So Mr. Queeley, Mr. 
Brandy, Mr. James, Mr. 
Mitchell and Miss 
Hughes welcome to your 
new challenge and the 
nation’s highest expecta-
tions. Welcome to the 
rights and responsibili-
ties of your elevated 
roles. 

“You must be tireless in 
ensuring that words, 
policies and strategies 
are converted into crime 
reduction. It is your 
responsibility for making 
our communities safer 
for citizens, residents, 
businesses and 
tourists…What our 
nation needs above all 
else from our Police 
Force is that long await-
ed, sustainable and tangi-
ble change of profession-
al, lawful and positive 
action as you serve the 
public.”  

The new High Command 
team will be placed on a 
12-month probationary 
period and will be held to 
account for their individ-
ual and collective perfor-
mance, the Prime 
Minister stated, adding 
that Cabinet will be mon-
itoring their actions.

Hilroy Brandy Second 
in Command

New Commissioner of Police Ian Queeley

PM Dr. Timothy Harris congratulates new Deputy 
Commissioner Hilroy Brandy



By Staff Writer 

Three of the fourteen 
illegal immigrants that 
arrived in the Federation 
by boat in January have 
been sent out of St. Kitts 
and Nevis, according to 
Inspector Jacqueline 
Brown of the 
I m m i g r a t i o n  
Department. 

While at a meeting 
between Police and 
Prime Minister Dr. 
Timothy Harris on Feb 
10, Inspector Brown 
informed out that the 
three were placed on a 
flight out of St. Kitts on 
Wednesday (Feb 10).   

“Recently, we have had a 
couple of persons going 
out, [those] persons who 
came in on the boat, three 
would have left.” 

  

While she did not dis-
close the names of the 
deportees, The Observer 
understands they were 
Mora Ando, Williams 
Felix and Feliz Felix. 

On January 14, 2016, a 
boat,   MV Miss Over’, 
containing immigrants 
from Haiti and the 
Dominican Republic 
arrived in St. Kitts ille-
gally at the Newtown 
Bay area. 

The boat captain 
Wensley George a native 
of Dominica was caught, 
along with two of the 
immigrants. George was 
found guilty on two 
charges in relation to the 
incident: (1)  Knowingly 
assisting Francess Pyton 
who has not been permit-
ted to enter the 
Federation. He was fined 
EC$2000.00 forthwith.   
(2)  Knowingly assisting 
 Edma Toto who has not 

been permitted to enter 
the Federation. He was 
fined EC$2000.00 forth-
with.  A total of EC$4000 
was to be paid forthwith 
and he was to remain in 
Police custody pending 
deportation. 

The Observer under-
stands that soon after, the 
fines were paid and 
George was deported. 

The police force and the 
Immigration Department 
are continuing with their 
investigations to locate 
the other illegal immi-
grants. 

Meanwhile, Brown dis-
closed that Immigration 
has begun random walk-
throughs of business 
places on Port Zante as 
part of their clamp-down 
on undocumented immi-
grants working in the 
Federation. 

Not giving any specific 
figure, the Inspector 

revealed that they have 
seen a large number of 
individuals applying for 
status regularization at 
the Department of 
National Security 

She explained that the 
immigration process to 
remove individuals from 
the country is a slow and 
tedious task, noting that 
it “involves more than 
just the Immigration 
Department”. 

“It is a slow process and 
it is not just up to the 18 
persons at Immigration 
to get it done. With all of 
us together- because 
immigration is under 
police, and with informa-

tion coming in, we could 
get much more done.” 

Inspector Brown com-
mended the police force 
and the Coast Guard for 
their efforts and assis-
tance. 

“Whenever we need 
assistance and we call 
upon them (Coast Guard) 
they are there to assist.” 

Permanent Secretary in 
the Ministry of National 
Security, Osmond Petty 
informed that the entire 
immigration structure is 
“under review”. 

“In due course we will 
address those issues,” he 

said. 

Shortly after assuming 
office in February 2015, 
Prime Minister and 
Minister of National 
Security, Dr. Timothy 
Harris indicated that the 
government would be 
tightening up on foreign 
nationals overstaying 
their time and also on 
undocumented immi-
grant workers. 

His government, like 
their predecessors, insti-
tuted an amnesty period 
for foreign nationals to 
regularize their status 
and waived fees for oth-
ers that were in arrears. 
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The St. Kitts-Nevis Observer. Friday February 12th, 2016Page 16

Illegal immigrants deported, 
others still wanted

 
Notice Of Lost Insurance Policy 

National Caribbean Insurance Company Limited 
 

The Life insurance policy # 53183 
For the life of Ronald W. Huggins has been effectively lost. 

Anyone knowing the whereabouts of said policy should contact  
             National Caribbean Insurance Police at Basseterre, St. 

Kitts at 465 - 2694 
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LK Hewlett 

Prime Minister Dr. 
Timothy Harris is being 
accused of backpedaling 
on the issue of appoint-
ing a Commissioner of 
Police, after saying in the 
face of escalating violent 
crimes that it was not a 
priority for his govern-
ment. 

PM Harris announced the 
new leadership of the 
Police Force on Tuesday 
(Feb 9) - Ian Queeley has 
been appointed 
Commissioner of Police, 
Hilroy Brandy-Deputy 
Commissioner; and 
Merclyn Hughes, Andre 
Mitchell and Terrence 
James have been 
appointed Assistant 
Commissioners. 

The Opposition Labour 
Party commended the 
new High Command 
however slammed PM 
Harris for only now mak-
ing the appointment of 
Commissioner. The 
opposition claimed that 
after almost 11 months 
without someone being 
appointed to the substan-
tive post, and Dr. Harris 

saying other countries 
had Acting Police 
Commissioners over a 
number of years, the 
appointment of CoP was 
done because of public 
pressure arising from the 

6 murders and other 
shootings recorded in 
January. 

PM Harris said his views 
with respect to ‘posi-
tion’, that the rank was 

not important, is well 
known. He admitted 
however that rank is in 
fact relevant to organiza-
tional life, but a person’s 
rank does not stop them 
from performing and 
doing what they ought to 
do. 

“I understand and do 
appreciate that leadership 
does matter and that 
leadership is important to 
any organization , and in 
that regard our security 
forces are no different,” 
he said Wednesday when 
he along with other 

Ministry of National 
Security officials met 
with the rank and file of 
the Police Force. 

“Leadership then must 
make a difference…and 
leadership must work to 
deliver, and in the con-
text of the police what 
we are anticipating is that 
the new leadership that 
has been recently 
appointed and empow-
ered, they will work in 
the context of the strate-
gic plan, the six point 
plan and all the other ini-
tiatives to deliver a more 

peaceful and safe St. 
Kitts and Nevis.” 

Highlighting the fact that 
police are paid to keep 
the country safe by keep-
ing crime to minimal lev-
els, he said enlisting a 
new High Command is 
just one of the many 
facets of the Unity gov-
ernment’s efforts to 
restore the peace, securi-
ty and safety “which 
every citizen and every 
resident of St Kitts and 
Nevis deserves”. 

Dr. Harris said the gov-
ernment is committed to 
reversing the upwardly 
trending incidence of 
violent crime and homi-
cide. 

“When we reflect on the 
statistics for crime in the 
country for the last ten 
years plus, the country 
has not had a good time, 
particularly as it relates 
to violent crimes, homi-
cides, the use of guns 
etcetera and so we came 
to office with a commit-
ment that we had to 
reverse that and we have 
to get that trending 
downward.” 

Getting the homicide rate 
back to single digits or 
none at all like “the good 
old days” is something 
the government believes 
can be realized. 

“.. but it requires that all 
the arms engaged in law 
enforcement must make 
a determined effort to 
stand in support of jus-
tice and to stand for law 
and order,” urged the 
Prime Minister.
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PM Harris explains appointing a Police 
Commissioner Opposition claims public 

pressure forced the PM’s hand
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ful time in Syria.” he said. And then 

he was gone. Only at that point did I 

realize how incredibly fortunate I’d 

been. 

Eventually, and over the next five 

weeks, my two-wheeled exploration 

of Syria took me to Aleppo, Homs, 

Damascus, Deir ez Zour, and Raqqua, 

among others. Unlike the diplomat 

and his comfortable air conditioned 

 Audi, I was constantly exposed to the 

elements, especially when the wind 

picked up and the desert sand started 

streaking across the road. But then, 

that’s what motorcycle riding is all 

about. And the BMW Cruiser, in the 

four years I’d owned it, had never 

once let me down. It even had a name. 

A sheep herder, whom I’d met a cou-

ple of years earlier during a trip to 

Morocco, had pointed to the machine, 

laughed, and said “al Hajar”.   Later, 

I learned that Hajar was Arabic for 

nomad, or gypsy. I eventually had the 

words painted, in Arabic script, on 

one side of the Cruiser’s fuel tank.  I 

soon learned that a simple gesture like 

this served to “break the ice” and con-

sequently brought me much goodwill, 

even from total strangers.  

In fact, everywhere I went in Syria-

whether in major cities or in rural 

areas-the people I met invariably 

turned out to be friendly and always 

willing to help. In Damascus, for 

example, I had stopped to ask a local 

taxi driver direction to a certain hotel. 

Without a moment’s hesitation, he 

instructed me to follow him and then 

proceeded to guide me along winding 

streets and through narrow, twisting 

alleys, until we finally arrived at my 

destination. To my astonishment, 

when I offered to pay him, he refused 

to accept any money. “You are a visi-

tor to our country”, he explained. 

“And you have come all that way on 

only a motorcycle! It is our duty to 

help. In sha’ Allah”. I will never for-

get that.  

Then there was the occasion, about a 

week later, when I was abruptly 

pulled over at a police checkpoint on 

the road between Damascus and Deir 

ez Zour, on my way to the eastern 

desert. Needless to say, I was immedi-

ately worried. Was this a routine stop, 

or had I unknowingly broken some 

law? Or were they simply  looking for 

bribes? I would soon find out. 

As it turned out, none of the above. 

One of the police officers had spotted 

the boat horn mounted on the motor-

cycle’s front fender (which I’d 

installed as a precaution against 

camels and other animals I might 

encounter, especially at night) and 

just wanted to hear it in action; I 

obliged them with a few shrill blasts. 

The half dozen or so paramilitary 

police officers each armed to the teeth 

and cradling a fearsome-looking 

Kalashnikov, laughed, giggled, and 

clapped their hands like a bunch of 

delighted school children. Then they 

gave me a thumbs-up signal and 

waved me on my way. Whew! 

But the absolute highlight of my trip 

to Syria turned out to be the ancient 

city of Palmyra. And by arriving just 

before sunset, I realized, I couldn’t 

have hoped for a more dramatic first 

introduction.  

 

A designated UNESCO World 

Heritage site, Palmyra is located 

halfway between Damascus and the 

Euphrates River. It was once a major 

transit point on the ancient Silk Road. 

It’s also a palm fringed oasis in the 

middle of the desert -you’d expect to 

see it as s backdrop to a film 

like Lawrence of Arabia-with an 

amazing history going back to more 

than two thousand years before 

Christ.  

Palmyra-then known as Tadmur-was 

originally founded by a former gener-

al of Alexander the Great and became 

known as the Seleucid kingdom.  It 

fell to the Romans during the First and 

Second centuries AD, who renamed it 

the City of Palms. In AD 129, Hadrian 

became the first Roman emperor to 

visit Palmyra. It so impressed him that 

he declared it a free city.  

Then, in AD 212, the emperor 

Caracalla (whose own mother was 

Syrian) declared Palmyra an official 

colony of Rome. This meant that its 

inhabitants would no longer have to 

pay imperial taxes, and had the same 

rights as Roman citizens. Thus began 

the city’s golden era, primarily as a 

major trading route between China, 

India, and Europe. Many of Its inhab-

itants became wealthy beyond their 

dreams, and, in an effort to curry even 

more favors from Rome, they spent 

lavishly on building ornate temples, 

 colonnades, statues, roads, and any-

thing else which they thought would 

embellish what was then the eastern-

most outpost of the Roman empire. 

Little did they know-or did Rome, for 

that matter- how much was about to 

change. 

Enter Queen Zenobia. 

Even for the most imaginative 

Hollywood screenwriter, it would be 

difficult to portray the character of 

one of history’s most amazing 

women. Zenobia was the second wife 

of Odainat, who had been appointed 

by the emperor Valerian as supreme 

governor of Palmyra and its surround-

ing territories. Not long after, howev-

er, Odainat died under mysterious cir-

cumstances, and Zenobia, without 

first consulting Rome, promptly 

appointed herself in his place. This 

infuriated the powers in Rome, who 

strongly suspected that Zenobia had 

been involved in plotting her own 

husband’s death. They flatly refused 

to recognize her self-declared status. 

 As it turned out, this was a serious 

underestimation on their part. Rather 

than bow to the powers of Rome, 

Zenobia promptly declared Palmyra’s 

independence and its immediate 

secession from the empire. And when 

Rome sent out its armies to forcefully 

remove her, Zenobia’s forces inflicted 
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By Kenneth Williams 
 
The Honorable Mark A G 
Brantley, Foreign 
Minister for St. Kitts and 
Nevis, Deputy Premier 
and Minister of Tourism 
in Nevis, 
operates a successful Law 
practice, one he inherited 
from my good friend, and 
national hero, the first 
premier of Nevis, the late 
Dr. Simeon Daniel. 
 
Brantley, is a graduate of 
the University of the West 
Indies with a Bachelor of 
Law Degree, and a Legal 
Education Certificate. 
He also holds a Bachelor 
of Civil Law from Oxford 
University. 
 

Following the Concern 
Citizen Movement’s 
defeat in the 2006 Nevis 
Island election, party 
leader Vance Amory, 
defying loud calls for the 
nomination of Colin 
Tyrell by the CCM on the 
opposition bench. Amory 
choose Mark Brantley 
instead. 
 
When CCM lost the 2011 
elections and fraud was 
suspected, many party 
supporters and well wish-
ers encouraged the CCM 
to challenge the results. 
They did. Ensuing court 
challenges resulted in the 
2013 fresh elections. 
 
CCM’s amalgamation 
with PAM and The 

People’s Labor Party 
resulted in a Unity win in 
the February 2015 federal 
elections.  
 
Wide spectrums of the 
CCM hierarchy have 
been marching their way 
to Vance Amory begging 
him to stay for at least 
one more term. Some 
have even asked for him 
to make at least one 
more  run in the Federal 
elections due four years 
from now. 
The Honorable Mark A G 
Brantley has a different 
view. He said that Vance 
promised to turn the 
Premiership over to him 
after two years of the 
CCM Government. Three 
years have passed. 

 
If the Honorable Mark A 
G Brantley were to tell 
you that he has difficulty 
in meeting with or speak-
ing with the Hon Vance 
Amory, would you 
believe him? Would you 
question how could that 
be when the two of them 
sit in two different cabi-
nets each week? They sit 
in the Federal Cabinet on 
Mondays and the Nevis 
Island Cabinet on 
Wednesdays. This is 
every week. 
 
Do you think that it could 
be true that Vance Amory 
gave the go ahead for St. 
Kitts to develop 
Geothermal when Nevis 
has a more advanced pro-

gram and that studies 
show more volcanic 
activities in Nevis than in 
St. Kitts? Or, do you 
think that Vance Amory 
told the Minister of 
Finance in St. Kitts to 
send less Money to 
Nevis? 
 
If any of the questions 
above have a yes answer, 
do you think that the Hon. 
Mark A G Brantley would 
sit quiet and not say any-
thing about these things 
weather in our out of the 
cabinet? 
 
The Hon. Mark A G 
Brantley is a lawyer by 
training. Let us be the 
devil’s advocate and let 
us say maybe, perhaps the 

Hon Mark A G Brantley 
intends to end his career 
as a judge. If that is the 
case, well he could be in a 
hurry to have Vance leave 
as Premier so that he 
could become Premier if 
there is another CCM 
term. Someone men-
tioned that he may have 
said that he only wanted 
to serve two terms in 
Government.  
 
Keeping with Hon Mark 
A G Brantley’s supposed 
ambition, he would have 
to become Premier fol-
lowing the 2018 elec-
tions. 
Brantley could retire 
from the Federal adminis-

Here Is How The Barley Grows, Mark A G Brantley

Continued on page 23



tration collect a pension, retire from the 
Nevis Island Administration, collect a 
pension and from the court and also col-
lect a pension. Three pensions at tax 
payers expense. Why would a rich man 
want to be so heavily reliant on the pub-
lic purse. If he has so much money then 
he should have done as Mayor 
Bloomberg did in New York, accept 
only $1 per year as a salary. Mr. 
Brantley as rich as he is, could collect 
the salary in St. Kitts and give it to the 
Red Cross or some needy cause in 
Nevis. 
This man went to school all the way to 
university at Nevisians expense. Do you 
think that he should have three pensions 
at Nevisians expense? 
 
All these lies on Vance Amory are 
designed to poison peoples mind against 
Vance but it will not work. Picco 
Williams Need to wait his turn. One 
cannot anoint himself as leader, this is a 
democracy, leaders are chosen.  

 
People are not taking this sitting down, 
these are serious times. This is not time 
for a showoff, self centered arrogant 
greedy Primer. 
 
Did you notice that during budget day in 
St. Kitts how Mark Brantley moved 
from his regular seat and sat right 
behind the Prime Minister? Someone 
said it was so that ZIZ while focused on 
the Prime Minister would also catch 
him. 
 
Nevis needs to continue with a humble 
leader. Vance needs to stay on. Nevis 
needs humble Vance to ride the storms 
ahead. 
 
Notice readers that I put my name to my 
article and that I admit that my compa-
nies own money, that I spend a lot of 
time in the Dominican Republic. I used 
to be accused of having many women 
but for sure I only have one now. 
Picco Williams, I challenge you to do 
the same. Put your correct name to your 

How The Barley Grows
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Cocolospm. Need one sales 
clerk for fashion boutique. 

call 667-9122

NEVIS - fully furnished 2 bed, 2 bath 
apt., cable TV and water at Paradise 

Estates. 760-0482/663-6296

NEVIS - fully furnished 2 bed, 
1 bath apt. in Jessup. 
760-0482/663-6296.

Marina Beauty Salon. Need one Nail 
Technician at least 3yrs experience.  

Call 763-3224

BAMBOO SHACK 
WANTED One (1) Bartender (Female)  

     Five (5) yrs Experience.  
Call 669/4560 

WANTED 
Isabella Snackette & Bar One (1) 

Waitress  Call: 667 - 8431

   WANTED  
  DANIEL DECK One (1) Helper 

469-5265 /469 5265

          Wanted 
One (1) Painter (Spray Paint)  

With Five (5) years Experience 
Call 665-9523 / 667-8237 

          HOUSE FOR RENT - One (3) 
Bedrooms (2) Bathrooms 

FurnishedOne (3) Bedrooms (1) 
Bathroom UnfurnishedSerious 

Inquires only call 469-5723/664-3077 

WANTED - 1 Experience House 
Cleaner. Works well with little 

or no supervision. Call 662-7482

Eric Construction Services 
Is seeking one  specialize steel man.  

Interested persons please  
call 669 - 5891 or 469 - 7753. 

G&N Landscaping & Maintenance 
ServicesIn Bath Village needs 

1 Landscaper. Interested persons 
please call 667 - 5871 

Sonia Bar & Snackette at the Ferry 
Terminal. Needs one Bartender with 

three years experience. 
Interested persons please  

call 764 - 8338 

Sarah Barber Shop 
wants two barbers with three years or 

more experience. 
Interested persons please  

call 665 - 8610

Chamaco Barber 
needs two barbers with 

 5 years experience.Interested persons 
please call 669 - 5909

Horizon View Farm at New River 
Estateis looking for a Farm Attendant 

with minimum knowledge  
of farming. Contact:  664-9299 

from Page  22



an unthinkable and humiliating defeat 

upon them. Not content with preserv-

ing the status quo, she then went on to 

invade Egypt. (Interestingly, Zenobia 

claimed to be a descendant of 

Cleopatra). 

It wasn’t until AD 271 that Emperor 

Aurelian’s forces managed to besiege 

Palmyra and finally crush its rebel-

lious defenders. True to form, and 

unyielding to the end, Zenobia dis-

guised herself as a man and managed 

to escape through the surrounding 

Roman lines riding a galloping camel. 

She was eventually captured while 

attempting to cross the Euphrates 

River in a small straw boat. 

But Zenobia’s amazing story doesn’t 

end here. Once again, Hollywood 

would be hard pressed to come up 

with a matching finale. 

Emperor Aurelian ordered Zenobia to 

be brought to Rome as a living trophy 

of war. A woman of formidable beau-

ty and intellect, as well as a brilliant 

military strategist equal to any of the 

Emperor’s own male generals, she 

was paraded through the streets-but, 

perhaps in grudging recognition of her 

former stature -in gold chains. Later 

freed, she married a Roman senator 

and spent the remainder of her life in 

the comfort of his home in Tivoli, an 

aristocratic suburb of Rome. 

Zenobia’s capture marked the begin-

ning of the end for Palmyra’s golden 

era. An attempted rebellion by her 

loyalists about a year later resulted in 

a brutal defeat for them, and a torch-

ing of Palmyra by the Roman forces. 

In the Sixth century, its ruins where 

later fortified to become a military 

post. But, as it turned out, to no avail.  

In 634 AD, Palmyra fell to Muslim 

forces, who then proceeded to rein-

force the temple of Bel and to build a 

hilltop castle. Despite their efforts, 

earthquakes and violent sandstorms 

eventually forced its abandonment. 

 Amazingly, Palmyra remained unin-

habited, virtually forgotten by the out-

side world, for the next thousand 

years-until, in 1678, two adventurous 

English merchants from Aleppo stum-

bled upon the site and reported their 

find.  

The first excavations of Palmyra’s 

hidden treasures were undertaken in 

1751, followed soon after by 

painstakingly detailed drawings 

which, when they were published, 

caused a sensation throughout the 

world’s archaeological community. 

From the late 18th century on, and 

right through the 19th, Palmyra 

enjoyed a modest renaissance and a 

steady stream of adventurous visitors. 

Small merchants and traders could 

once again be found in the ancient 

city, this time selling not camels, 

goats, Kashmiri carpets, or Chinese 

silk, but souvenirs and kebabs to 

tourists.  

But the first serious scientific studies 

of Palmyra didn’t begin until the early 

1920’s, predominantly by German 

archaeologists. By 1929, France had 

also become involved. Although inter-

rupted by World War II, research was 

soon resumed and continued without 

interruption until a tragic event which, 

not only for its inhabitants but the 

world itself, would change Palmyra 

forever.  

In early 2015, the Islamic State, or 

ISIL, overran Palmyra in yet another 

victory for its extremist forces. This 

would now provide them a strategic 

foothold only 130 miles from 

Damascus, and which they hold to this 

day. Instantly, an average influx of a 

hundred and fifty thousand tourists a 

year became zero. Khaled-el-Asaad, 

82 years old, a gentle and learned 

local resident who had bravely chosen 

to remain in Palmyra to try to protect 

its priceless antiquities-and whom I 

remember once meeting-was behead-

ed by ISIS in the public square and his 

decapitated body hung from a lamp 

pole. Other residents accused of apos-

tasy, or of simply being nonbelievers, 

were tied to ancient columns, explo-

sives placed at their feet, and then 

blown up along with those same 

columns. Other stories are simply 

too horrible to recount here. As for 

Palmyra’s priceless heritage, satel-

lite imagery has confirmed that large 

areas of the main archaeological 

sites have now been reduced to rub-

ble. And the destruction continues. 

As for myself, I can only be eternal-

ly grateful that I had the opportunity 

to see what future generations never 

will. And to al Hajar for getting me 

safely back home. Timing, as they 

say, is everything.  

For me, that has a very special mean-

ing. 
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Islamic state propaganda image showing its destruction of the Baalshamin 
Temple, Palmyra
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