
C M Y K

Issue #1112 St. Kitts’ water problems could worsen for 2016...PG7

$2.00Friday, Jan 22nd, 2016

Credit conditions tighten
in the ECCU...PG7...PG2

Wingrove "Parrot"
George sent on
leave...PG8

Page 13



Graduates of the
Investigative Interview
Course 1/2016 held from
February 01 to 12 at the
Police Training Complex
have been challenged to
make a meaningful dif-
ference in reducing crime
in St. Kitts and Nevis.
Permanent Secretary in
the Ministry of National
Security, Osmond Petty,
told the 14 police officers
and two officers of Her
Majesty’s Customs and
Excise Department that
an important facet of the
Crime Directorate of the
Royal St. Christopher

and Nevis Police Force is
to increase the solvency
rate of homicides and
violent crimes by at least
15 percent by 2019.
“Where do you fit there,
because we expect you to
assist in [improving] that
solvency rate?” he ques-
tioned. “We expect all of
the persons who have
had training in investiga-
tion to move towards that
solvency rate.”
Mr. Petty added that par-
ticipants should be able
to identify problems ear-
lier and create a list of

potential sus-
pects. There’s
also an expec-
tation for an
increase in the
number and
quality of
a c t i o n a b l e
intel l igence
packages on
crime. To gain
the additional
intelligence,
the permanent
secretary said
all persons

interviewed by the
Criminal Investigations
Department (CID) and
those arrested for crimes
should be subject to
intelligence interviews.
Persons who have served
their time and are leaving
the prison system should
also be subjected to exit
intelligence interviews
he suggested.
“We want to see results,”
Mr. Petty emphasized.
“We don’t want this (the
training) to be an acade-
mic exercise. We want to
see you out there investi-
gating. … An important

indicator that we will
judge the Crime
Directorate by … is the
[number] of cases
solved. We want to see

proper case files, we
want to see intelligence
logs and you don’t get
intelligence logs just by
interviewing the sus-

pects.”
Permanent Secretary
Petty pledged
Government’s commit-
ment to empower the
men and women of the
police force and said in
return they are looking
for the officers to add
value to the procedures
and processes in the
agency.
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LK Hewlett
The alarming trend of
armed home invasions
continues, this time the
intruders struck a home
in Frigate Bay.
According to informa-
tion reaching The
Observer, the occupants
of a home in the upscale
neighborhood were
roused from sleep
around 3am Tuesday
(Feb 16) by the presence
of intruders.
The two intruders were
wearing black clothing,
had their faces covered
and were brandishing

guns.
A female occupant of the
home was tied up and the
men took cash and other
items from the home
before escaping. No one
was hurt during the inci-
dent.
Police have listed the
incident as a burglary
and in a report Thursday,
made no mention of the
assailants being armed
or that one of the resi-
dents was tied up.
“The burglars stole one
television, three cell
phones, one laptop and a
sum of cash then made

their escape. The scene
was processed by inves-
tigators from the
Criminal Investigations
Department and the
Crime Scene Unit,” the
release informed.
Both St. Kitts and Nevis
have been hit by a rash
of similar crimes, with
the robbers targeting for-
eign nationals and more
affluent homes. In some
cases homeowners have
been beaten and sexually
assaulted. Armed intrud-
ers have even broken
into the home of a local
magistrate one night
while she and her family
were asleep.

Another armed 
home invasion



Staff writer
Three second half goals
from ELCO Limited St.
Peter’s on Tuesday (Feb
16) were enough to help
them mop up third place
Flow 4G Cayon Rockets
3-1, and keep their sea-
son alive.
Playing on a chilly
evening before a small
crowd, Javiem
Blanchette drilled home
a powerfully taken free
kick just outside of the
30 yard box, to open the
scoring for Cayon.
Blanchette blasted his
strike between an ill pre-
pared wall before it devi-

ated from the out-
stretched goalkeeper.
However, that would be
the only goal of the night
for Cayon as the St.
Peter’s team upped the
tempo in the second half
with Dionis Stephens
scoring in the 49th
minute, Imron Ponteen in
the 53rd, and Tyquan
Terrell in the 56th minute
to give their team victo-
ry.
St. Peters now moves to
20 points tied with fifth
place Rams Village
Superstars, while Cayon
suffered their second
consecutive loss in as
many weeks to remain in

third place with 27
points.
Meanwhile, Winners
Circle Newtown United
is the first team to quali-
fy for both the Easter
Cup and the Final Four
playoffs with five match-
es remaining. This comes
after they saw off Fast
Cash SPD on Sunday
(Feb 14) 2-0 at Warner
Park Football stadium.
Ian “Rumpy” Lake
scored a double in the
game as his team
remains on top with 33
points, four points ahead
of second place SOL
Island Auto Conaree.

Also on Sunday, Hobson
Enterprises Garden
Hotspurs and Bath
United played to a 1-1
draw, with Tiran Hanley
scoring a penalty in the
69th minute to give
Spurs the lead before
Jeangardy Petit-frere
equalized in the 70th
minute for Bath United.
Other action from the
weekend:
Rams Village Superstars

thumped Rivers of
Living Water 6-1.
Scoring for Rams Village
Superstars were G’Vanue
Amory with a double in
the 7th & 28th minute,
Giovanni Lake in the 9th
& 31st minute, Joseph
Wilkes at the 44th
minute mark and
Kimaree Rogers wrap-
ping it up in the 82nd
minute.
Ricky Tyson netted the

sole goal for Rivers of
Living Water in the 76th
minute.
SOL Island Auto
Conaree and S. L.
Horsford St. Pauls
United played to a 0-0
draw.
No Premier League
matches are scheduled
for this weekend owing
to the Sugar Boys per-
forming national duties
on Sunday (Feb 21) in a

By LK Hewlett
De-risking of the
Caribbean’s local banks
is one of the biggest
threats to the region’s
economies, says incom-
ing CARICOM
Chairman, Belizean
Prime Minister Dean
Barrow.
Barrow, who hosted the
27th Intercessional
Meeting of the
Conference of Heads of
Government of
the  Caribbean
Community  in Belize
Feb 16-17, highlighted
the grim situation facing
the region’s banking sec-
tor during his presenta-
tion at the Feb 15 open-
ing ceremony.
The Caribbean’s banking
system remains under
threat of losing corre-
spondent banking rela-
tionships with the US
and Europe, a develop-
ment Barrow said has
“absolutely cataclysmic
ramifications” for CARI-

COM member states.
“I am talking about of
course, the phenomenon
of so called de-risking.
Under pressure from
their regulatory authori-
ties in Europe and espe-
cially the US, banks in
those jurisdictions have
been closing their corre-
spondent relations with
our indigenous financial
institutions. This
deprives our banks of the
ability to keep US
deposits, do wire trans-
fers, facilitate credit card
settlements for their local
clients and our economy.
“The implications of this
for our international
trade, for our remit-
tances, for our structures
of production, consump-
tion and investment are
so obvious as to require
little further elabora-
tion,” he said.
In an environment where
the value of the region’s
imports and exports
taken together equals or

exceeds GDP, any cut-
ting off of trade and
remittance flows consti-
tutes “a clear and present
and compendious dan-
ger”, the PM stressed.
In order to possibly avoid
the “catastrophe” that
could take over the
CARICOM, Barrow
called for the region to
address the issue on a
united front, making the
CARICOM a large play-

er as opposed to individ-
ual miniscule territories
as it relates to economies
of scale.
When asked about the
stability of the region’s
banking system at a
recent press conference
in St. Kitts, Easter
Caribbean Central Bank
Governor Timothy
Antoine said the banks
remain stable. He how-
ever stressed the need for

the banks to understand
the importance of mak-
ing necessary adjust-
ments to satisfy interna-
tional financial reporting
standards in order to
maintain correspondent
banking relationships
with the US and other
advanced countries.
“If a commercial bank
does not have a corre-
sponding bank relation-
ship, it is nothing more
than a savings and loan
association…It’s not
cheap for our banks,
especially the smaller
ones, but you can’t be a
bank with corresponding
bank relations, so they
are going to have to
make an assessment of
the conditions and they
are going to have to
decide how best are we
going to survive these
times, because these
international pressures
are not going away, if
anything, they are
increasing,” the
Governor said.

St. Kitts-Nevis Prime
Minister and Minister of
Finance Dr. Timothy
Harris assures that the
federation’s banking sys-
tem is standing firm
under the scrutiny of
international correspond-
ing banking policies.
He said the federation’s
leading indigenous bank,
one of the strongest in
the region, maintains a
robust system of con-
trols.
Banks across the region
have seen hikes in their
operating costs as they
implement requisite poli-
cies and procedures to
become compliant with
the US’ Foreign Account
Tax Compliance Act
(FATCA) and the
Organization for
Economic Co-operation
and Development
(OECD) Common
Standard on Reporting
and Due Diligence for
Financial Account
Information (CRS).
Penalties for non-compli-
ance with these extrater-
ritorial regulations
include the potential loss
of correspondent banking
relationships with the US
and other OECD mem-
bers.
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Many years ago, while visiting the Holy Land, I heard the word
Cactus being used in reference to nationals who were born and grew
up in Israel.  The idea was that they understood all situations and all
intricacies associated with their homeland.   
A few days ago, His Excellency Sir Tapley Seaton, in his lecture to
the Nevis Historical & Conservation Society, explained how knowl-
edge of culture helps to shape legislation and vice versa.
Sociologists highlight the value of Indigenous Technical Knowledge.
It beats book knowledge.  It is like being illiterate yet street smart. 
Some, most, have derived great pleasure and have high hopes at the
settling and structure of the High Command of the Royal St.
Christopher & Nevis Police Force. Ian Queeley, Hilroy Brandy,
Terrence James, Andre Mitchell, Merclyn Hughes; cactus all, born
and bred in and of the culture, and equipped with indigenous knowl-
edge. They should do well, if they are allowed to do their policing
undisturbed. 
We must congratulate the Prime Minister and his Cabinet on going
local. We feel that even though the last substantive Top Cop knew
policing, he lacked the culture, the local know-how and know-who;
and certainly was not cactus.  Besides, he was more politician than
police. He probably didn’t know it but was doomed to failure. What
did he know that our intensely trained men and women – who are
now at the helm - did not know?   
Our Constitution ensures that we entrust the governance of our land
to local people.   Most, if not all our schools, which nurture tomor-
row’s leaders are headed, by locals.  Most of our business places are
locally run, and fairly successfully too. So really, why not our police
force? The glaring exception to this is the hotel sector where that
glass ceiling has not yet been broken.  Pay attention, Dr Harris! 
And so we wish the Commissioner and his team every success in re-
creating a country where peace abounds.  It will not be easy, and it
will not be overnight, but we remain confident that it has to be. Our
future depends on it.  So if you know it, tell them.  If you saw it, tell
them.  Let us all coalesce around them as they strive to make us safe. 
May God Almighty order their steps.
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Editorial 
CACTUS Fifteen years ago

Kenneth Williams,
owner editor of the
Observer, asked me if I
would like to write for
his newspaper.  Ever
since then I have made
my diverse, irregular,
and I trust occasionally
useful, contributions to
his and other media out-
lets.  I am grateful to
him and to those of SKN
Vibes who have almost
always published what-
ever I have sent in.  I
have always been con-
cerned for the present
and future welfare of
Nevis.  This has two
linked components, the
people and the environ-
ment.
Matthew, Chapter 6,
verse 34 reads:
‘Be not therefore anx-
ious for the morrow:  for
the morrow will be anx-
ious for itself.
Sufficient, unto the day,
is the evil thereof.’
This may be guidance
towards living a good
Christian life, but it is no
precept for dealing with
environmental matters,
for which is required
proper forward planning
based upon the scientific
experience, forecasts
and knowledge of appro-
priate experts. 
Politicians, usually tak-
ing a short view, call for
development, but this
always changes the envi-
ronment, rarely benefi-
cially.  No one here can
think of any economic
activity to replace
tourism, and the con-
struction and other bene-
fits it brings. That is why
it is critical to the wel-
fare of our children and
grandchildren, that our
countryside, our beaches
and our marine life and
environment are kept in
first class condition.
Apart from being unde-
sirable in many ways,
destruction and degrada-
tion of the environment
is, perhaps unexpectedly
to some, very expensive.
If Four Seasons had
been well advised and
built the breakwater at
the beginning, instead of
years later after colossal
wave damage, it is prob-
able that the total three
years’ closure would
have been much less,
with corresponding
advantage to the people
of Nevis.
In March 2000 I wrote

about the then intended
development at Pinneys
and the need for an
Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA).  I
quote from that article
‘…Minister Guishard

says that the massive
Pinneys Resort
Development Project
will not be implemented
by the American
Financiers who signed
an agreement with the
Administration over a
year ago, and that the
NIA is now dealing with
another group of
financiers… The agree-
ment with the original
financiers was kept
secret, no EIA was made
and placed in the public
domain and so no one is
in a position to assess
the pros and cons.  No
one can know what con-
ditions to impose…
Here it appears that deci-
sions are made follow-
ing no more than a
developer’s outline
application, and then
perhaps to avoid criti-
cism all details are kept
secret’.
We have come some
way since then, in that
an EIA and its report is
now claimed to be a nec-
essary step towards any
larger development.
However I get the
impression that if the
politicians have decided
that they want a particu-
lar scheme, then whatev-
er an EIA may say, noth-
ing shall stand in the
way of that develop-
ment.  This means that
the EIA is simply treated
as a formal procedure
which does not need to
be critiqued before per-
mission is granted.  If
this is the case then deci-
sions may be made with-
out proper consideration
of the harm to the envi-

ronment and the recom-
mended ways of limiting
or eliminating that dam-
age.
What is the situation
today?
The beachfront and land
available for develop-
ment at Pinneys Estate
remains as bush.  A num-
ber of condominiums
have been permitted and
built in the Cotton
Ground area of Pinneys
Beach.  They are proba-
bly set back a sufficient
distance from high water
mark to comply with the
law, but the sea is igno-
rant of the law and may
have other ideas.
Over in St. James’
Planning Permission
was given for the HTRIP
Candy Resort Villa
Development and is pro-
ceeding. Mrs. Anne Bass
and the Nevis Historical
and Conservation
Society are unhappy
about this Citizenship by
Investment programme
development, of a num-
ber of three storey
blocks concentrated into
a small, four acre site
between the Island Road
and the sea.  In this they
are not alone.  The Prime
Minister has expressed
concern about the vari-
ous apartment blocks
built in inappropriate
places, which when
built, may not be used or
fully used and form a
blight upon the land-
scape.
Mrs. Bass may be
known to many as the
owner of Tower Hill
Estate, and for being
better funded than the
rest of us.  It may not be
as well appreciated that
she is a considerable
Nevis philanthropist,
with a strong desire to
preserve our environ-
ment and to provide tar-
geted scholarships.
Indeed, making use of
experts, she proposed a
coral reef restoration
scheme at Long Haul
Bay.  This was, in late
2014 and early 2015,
viewed with enthusiasm
by Nevis politicians,
Brantley and Jeffers and
PS Eric Evelyn:
‘This represents signifi-
cant hope for our lovely
island.  We must pursue
the planned project to be
a part of the effort to
restore damaged coral

Matthew 6 v. 34
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The more I think about
this, the more I am con-
vinced that Nevis is fac-
ing such a political
dilemna, it may take the
proverbial Philadelphia
lawyer to sort us out!
I once read a document
attributed to Rusty
Liburd that supported the
appointment of our first
Prime Minister to be
appointed Governor
General, following the
term of Sir Edmund
Lawrence. In retrospect,
appointment to this pres-
tigious position may very
well have afforded him
the time, if not the dispo-
sition, to ponder over
some notable inclusions
in our Constitution. Note
the nationally divisive
and potentially destruc-
tive Section 113, and
exclusion of a clause to
ensure that no one simul-
taneously sits in the
Local Assembly in Nevis
and the National
Assembly. Since Sir
Kennedy took St. Kits
and Nevis into
Independence, one has to
assume that he approved
the final draft of our
Constitution.
These omissions and
commissions remind me
of the Act of Penitence in
my Church’s Book of
Common Prayer
acknowledging that we
have sinned against one
another in thought, word
and deed and asks the
Lord’s forgiveness not
only for those sins com-
mitted but also for those
things that we have left
undoneOur Constitution
should not be permitting
the same person to sit
simultaneously in the

National Assembly and
the Nevis Island
Assembly; this does not
lend itself to efficient
representation of con-
stituents in either St.
Kitts or Nevis. Since
there is no allowance in
the Federal Constitution
for a St. Kitts equivalent
of the Nevis Island
Assembly, unfortunately
our Federal Government
is in fact a de facto St.
Kitts government. When
it suits the purpose of
some Nevisian politi-
cians and political par-
ties, they go to extreme
lengths to discourage
Nevisians from voting in
Federal elections but
when there is the oppor-
tunity to promote them-
selves, both in terms of
money and prestige, the
unsuspecting and naïve
Nevisian electorate is
railroaded to the polls. 
This situation has gone
from the ridiculous to the
sublime! Government
Ministers in the Nevis
Island Administration are
presently Federal
Government Ministers;
therefore, the same indi-
vidual sits simultaneous-
ly in the Nevis Island
Administration’s Cabinet
and the Federal
Government’s Cabinet.
How can we have a situ-
ation where our
Government Ministers in
Nevis park their vehicles
on the Charlestown pier
or board the Seabridge
and head to Basseterre to
go to work? It boggles
the mind!
To make the ridiculous,
ludicrous is the fact that
the Premier of Nevis is
responsible for more than

one (1) portfolio in the
Federal Government,
including one called
Ministry of Nevis
Affairs. How can a
Premier of Nevis hold a
Federal Cabinet portfolio
called Ministry of Nevis
Affairs? My seven (7)
year old grandson would
look at me and say, “are
you kidding me?”! Why
after thirty-two (32)
years into Independence
is there a Ministry of
Nevis Affairs in
Basseterre. It begs the
question, is Nevis’
Administration being
conducted from an office
on Church Street,
Basseterre? The Deputy
Premier, Nevis heads the
Ministry of Foreign
Affairs; again, it begs the
question, what time is
devoted to the welfare of
Nevis by these two (2)
most senior members of
the NIA? 
What is being suggested
to us? Do we close down
the NIA and run the
affairs of Nevis from
Basseterre? Aren’t these
the same folks that have
repeatedly advocated the
increase of powers for
the people of Nevis or
even the extreme case of
separation from the rest
of the nation? Don’t
know about the rest of
you but I’m terribly con-
fused! 
This may be the greatest
example of an abandon-
ment of duty since King
Edward Vlll abdicated
the British Throne in 10
December 1936. At least
the throne was taken over
by King George Vl;
where and who is Nevis’

King George? The
Constitution has this
country in a right royal
mess
Can you imagine the
Governor of New York
State travelling from his
office in Albany, New
York to Washington D.C.
to participate in the U.S.

Cabinet or the Premier of
Ontario, Canada leaving
Queen’s Park, Toronto,
the provincial capital to
participate in Justin
Trudeau’s Federal
Cabinet in Ottawa! My
Antiguan friend would
tell me, “nutten t’all go
so”!

Let’s get the record
straight! Since 1983,
more than one Premier
and other Cabinet mem-
bers in the Nevis Island
Assembly, from both
political parties, have not
only represented us at
both levels of
Government but some
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By Kenneth Williams
The strength of a leader
is reflected on how well
he or she performs under
pressure.
There are two recent
incidences when Vance
Amory showed superb
leadership under pres-
sure.
One year ago, during the
count of the general elec-
tion results, Supervisor
of Elections Wingrove
George, stopped giving
out the elections results
and walked out, Premier
Amory called into the

radio station and called
for calm. “I am asking
everyone to remain calm
and also the supervisor of
elections to return to his
post,” Amory said in the
wee hours of February
17, 2015.
In a more dramatic situa-
tion after the 2011 Nevis
Island elections swearing
in ceremony at Grove
Park, thousands of
Nevisians converged
around Grove Park.
Their intentions were to
stop the swearing in of
what they considered to
be an illegal Nevis

Reformation Party
Government. The
Presence of then Prime
Minister Denzil Douglas
further inflamed the situ-
ation. Nevisians were out
for blood. They were
angry.
As they set out to pull off
the gates to Grove Park
with the intention to
flood the Park, bearing in
mind that there were
more persons outside
protesting than there
were inside, Vance
Amory spoke up. “Let up
go away from this
place,” Amory said stern-

ly.
He got into his vehicle
and drove off and the
crowd followed him. A
confrontation, which
could have ended with
deaths and many injuries,
was averted, because of
the respect that the peo-
ple of Nevis has for
Vance Amory.
“How a leader deals with
pressure will tell you
much about who they are
as a person. Their reac-
tion to pressure will
reveal the strength of
their character and con-

viction, what and whom
they value, and whether
or not they can be trust-
ed. The reality is most
people buckle under
pressure. Only a few
handle pressure well, and
even fewer possess the
qualities to be able to
thrive on pressure,”
according to Mike Myatt
in a recent article.
Those that are conspiring
to send him home must
learn from his humility,
decency, love for people,
honesty and love for
Nevis.

Mark Brantley needs to
learn from Vance Amory.
Learn to be humble,
learn to genuinely love
people and Nevis. If you
are patient, maybe your
turn MIGHT come, but
for now, the country
needs Vance.
As time moves on and
the Labour Party steps up
its game, Prime Minister
Harris will continue to
need Vance’s sound
advice and levelness of
spirit. His maturity sends
calm to the entire legisla-
ture. The country needs
Vance as the Barley

COMMENTARY
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By LK Hewlett
Commercial banks in the
Eastern Caribbean
Currency Union (ECCU)
have not increased lend-
ing despite a decrease in
the savings deposits
interest rate since May
2015.
Coming out of the
February 12th ECCU
Monetary Council meet-
ing, it was reported that
based on the Eastern
Caribbean Central Bank
Governor’s Report on
Monetary and Credit
Conditions in the ECCU,
“credit conditions are
estimated to have tight-
ened”.
“…excess reserves of
commercial banks con-
tinued to expand. By
contrast, credit condi-
tions are estimated to
have tightened based on
an increase in the weight-
ed average interest rates
spread.
“Domestic credit fell by
4.4 per cent during the
first nine months of

2015, in contrast to an
increase of 1.0 per cent in
the comparable period of
2014. The decline in

domestic credit was pri-
marily attributed to a
lower extension of credit

to the private sector of
$319.8m or 2.6 per cent,”
states the communiqué
from the 84th meeting of

the Monetary Council.
In April 2015, former

Monetary Council
Chairman Dr. Ralph
Gonsalves, Prime
Minister of St. Vincent

and the Grenadines, said
despite the fact that the
banks had excess liquidi-
ty, credit declined by 4.5
per cent in 2014.
Declining credit to the

private sector, he said,
made economic recovery
slower.
As a means of mitigation
the Council introduced a
decrease in the minimum
savings deposit interest
from 3% to 2%, in an
effort to lower banks’
costs and spur them to
start lending more to the
private sector.
The issue of financing
for private sector, partic-
ularly small businesses,
was raised at a recent
press engagement with
ECCB Governor
Timothy Antoine.
The Governor said the
regime currently in place
for small business sup-
port needed to be looked,
considering that sector
hires almost 50% of the
region’s work force.
“Therefore as an impor-
tant policy we have to
ensure that we give the
requisite support to small
business development;
that means special
financing, which you
would not necessarily get
from some of our com-
mercial banks.”

Antoine explained he
was not saying the ECCB
is going to provide
financing for the small
businesses, but would
leverage its influence to
get higher growth, higher
employment and higher
development.
The call for credit for the
private sector was also
voiced by Satney,Trade
Policy Advisor in the
local Ministry of
International Trade.
Speaking on behalf of
manufacturers in St.
Kitts-Nevis last week,
Satney advocated for the
rreactivation of access to
export credit, which he
said is a facility enjoyed
by other manufacturers
and exporters in the
Caribbean.
“I think it’s only our
Central Bank that does
not have that facility at
this point. We’ve heard
numerous cries from the
manufacturing sector to
get it back in place so
they can have some
working capital in hand
while they generate and
ship their exports.”
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By Staff Writer
Things could get worse
for water consumers in
St. Kitts this year as
experts predict a possible
intensifying of drought
conditions in the coming
months, compared to
what was expe-
rienced in 2015.
“The forecast is
for the first half
of the year to be
the same as that
of last year or
worse, and if
we are to get
the same
amount of rain
as we did in
2015 our situa-
tion will be
worse that it was last
year,” says Water
Services Manager,
Dennison Paul.
St. Kitts and Nevis is one
of a number of countries
in the region that was
recently placed under
drought watch by the
Caribbean Emergency
Disaster Management
Agency (CDEMA), and
the Water Department is
reporting that full scale

water rationing may
shortly resume.
In their report issued
recently, CDEMA said
the drought problem
remains a “major con-
cern for many countries”
owing to the low levels

of rain in the dry and wet
seasons last year.
CDEMA in their release
pointed out that the long
term outlook for beyond
March will see a “peak
in the strength of El
Niño” resulting in much
drier conditions.
“This may lead to
drought concerns
towards the end of the
Caribbean dry season

that is May 31, 2016. A
drought watch is there-
fore issued for the
Bahamas and southwest
Belize during this peri-
od.”
Paul welcomed the move
by CDEMA, noting that

the region has
been affected by
drought over the
last several
years largely
due to climate
change.
“It has been
going on in
recent times
because the
impact of cli-
mate change has
been ever pre-

sent with us in the past
five years. We have been
experiencing periods of
drought in the region,
and St. Kitts and Nevis
has not been impacted
severely but further
down the chain of
islands down south- St.
Lucia, Grenada.”
He suggested that citi-

St. Kitts’ water problems
could worsen for 2016 INCREDIBLE REAL ESTATE DEALS

BELOW MARKET PRICE.

A LOCAL LICENSED REAL ESTATE COMPANY IN 
ST. KITTS HAS SOME DISTRESSED PROPERTY DEALS
BEING OFFERED IN ST. KITTS THAT THE OWNERS ARE

WILLING TO SELL WAY UNDER MARKET PRICES.

IF YOU WANT A DEAL ON REAL ESTATE IN ST. KITTS THIS IS IT!!!!!

INTERESTED PERSONS WOULD NEED TO EMAIL TO:
OKSANA AT: observnv@sisterisles.kn AND SPECIFY THAT
YOU ARE INTERESTED IN THIS AD ON DISTRESSED
PROPERTY BUYS.  BE SURE WHEN YOU REPLY TO

INCLUDE YOUR HOME LANDLINE, WORK NUMBER, ALL
CELL NUMBERS AND THE EMAIL ADDRESS TO CONTACT YOU.

IF YOU LIVE OUTSIDE OF THE USA, CANADA, OR ST. KITTS
AND NEVIS, PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR SKYPE ADDRESS.

SOME OF THESE PROPERTIES ALSO INCLUDE PROPER-
TIES THAT QUALIFY FOR CITIZENSHIP IN ST. KITTS AND

NEVIS IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN THAT OPTION.

THIS REAL ESTATE COMPANY IS CURRENTLY RUNNING
A SPECIAL OFFER WHERE IF YOU PURCHASE A PROP-
ERTY BECAUSE YOU WANT TO GET CITIZENSHIP IN 
ST.  KITTS AND NEVIS, YOUR LEGAL CIU CITIZENSHIP
FEES WOULD BE PAID IF YOU BRING A COPY OF THIS

AD BEFORE YOU BUY.

THIS WILL SAVE YOU 1000’S OF DOLLARS IN LEGAL FEES. 

ECCB Headquarters

Continued on page 21



LK Hewlett
A young man from St. Pauls went home
to his family Thursday (Feb 18) thanks
to the efforts of his defense attorney
who secured his acquittal on an attempt-
ed murder charge.
Deshawn Leader went on trial Monday
(Feb 15) for attempting to murder St.
Vincent native Rohan Hamilton in
November of 2012. This is the second
time Leader has been tried for the
offence, the first trial in June 2014 hav-
ing resulted in a hung jury.
On this occasion the Crown added an
alternate lesser charge of Shooting at
With Intent to cause grievous bodily
harm.
Chesley Hamilton once again defended
Leader, coming up against Dane
Hamilton QC for the Prosecution.

The Prosecution called 5 witnesses,
including the virtual complainant, who
was the first to testify on Monday. He
gave an account of Leader coming to
his home in the hills of Belmont Estate
one night and trying to shoot him. He
testified that Leader lay in wait outside
his home and after firing two shots at
him and missing, the attempt to finish
him off moved inside the home where
he said the defendant fired another two
shots.
The VC said he fought for his life and in
the tousle he managed to get the gun
away from Leader by hitting him with a
piece of pipe. Claiming that the defen-
dant then ran from the scene, the VC
said he took the weapon to the St. Pauls
police station and reported the incident.
The Defense called two witnesses, the
defendant and the Chief of Staff of the
JNF hospital.

On Tuesday Leader told the jury that he
went to the VC’s house to collect money
owed to him. He claimed it was the VC
who had a gun and tried to shoot him;
alleging the VC had bought the gun for
$1500 instead of using the money to
repay him the $1900 he’d borrowed.
Dr. Cameron Wilkinson presented the
medical record of Leader’s injuries to
his head, back and hand.
Both the defense and prosecution deliv-
ered their closing arguments on
Wednesday.
High Court Judge Justice Marlene
Carter summed up the case Thursday
morning and after deliberating for two
hours, the jury returned a 10-2 verdict
of not guilty on the attempted murder
charge. They retired for another hour to
deliberate on the Shooting at With
Intent charge and returned a verdict of
11-1 not guilty.

LOCAL NEWS
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Strong defense gets young man acquitted of attempted murder

Noted defense lawyer Chesley
Hamilton

By LK Hewlett
Wingroave “Parrot” George, who
gained infamy for the election scandals
as former Supervisor of Elections, has
been sent on leave from his govern-
ment job pending investigation.
The leave did not stem from alleged
malfeasance in office surrounding the
2015 election however, but relate to his
performance as a Probation Officer in
the Ministry of Social Development.
On February 3 the Public Service
Commission wrote to George sum-
moning him to a meeting on February
11 to discuss allegations that he had
castigated a Minister of government
using vulgar language via Whatsapp

Wingrove
“Parrot”

George sent
on leave

Continued From 15



By Staff writer
Secretary-General of
C A R I C O M ,
Ambassador Irwin
LaRocque wants region-
al leaders to take action
to stymie criminal activ-
ity which can damage
the region’s reputation
as being a safe and
secure society.
Speaking at the opening
of the Twenty-Seventh
Intercessional Meeting
of Heads of Government
in Belmopan, Belize, on
Tuesday (Feb. 15)
LaRocque said all mem-
ber states are affected to
some degree by the con-
tinued violence which
threatens citizen securi-
ty, societies and regional
economies.
To this end, the regional
leaders are moving to
update the necessary
framework to have
regional security
become part of integra-
tion treaties.
“As we move to

enshrine security as a
fourth pillar of integra-
tion into our treaty, it is
important that we
demonstrate our resolve
by formalizing the
regional legal frame-
work and  supporting
institutional infrastruc-
ture that would have us
fight the menace of
crime.”
This was one of a num-

ber of topics discussed
at the regional meeting
with a view of coming
up with a systematic
plan to assist member
states with major prob-
lems.
St. Kitts and Nevis has
been troubled in recent
times by the upsurge in
violent crimes.
In January alone, the

Federation recorded
some six homicides and
a number of attempted
murder incidents, along
with armed inva-
sions of homes of
foreigners living
in St. Kitts and
Nevis.
This comes on the
back of over 30
homicides on
record for 2015.
Prime Minister
and Minister of
National Security
Dr. the Hon.
Timothy Harris
recently informed
that his govern-
ment will leave no
stone unturned
and spare no
resource to fight
the epidemic of
gun crime.
He met recently
with the police
force and
unveiled a new
High Command for that
law enforcement
agency, while pointing

out that it is their
responsibility to lead the
charge against crime.

While announcing the
new makeup of the High
Command and the New

Commissioner of Police
on Tuesday (Feb 9), Dr.
Harris noted that crime
over the last decade has
been trending in the
wrong direction and
during his tenure in
office government will
seek to have that
reversed.

“When we
reflect on the sta-
tistics for crime
in the country for
the last ten years
plus, the country
has not had a
good time, par-
ticularly as it
relates to violent
crimes, homi-
cides, the use of
guns etcetera and
so we came to
office with a
commitment that
we had to reverse
that and we have
to get that trend-
ing downward.”
Commissioner of
Police, Ian
Queeley and
members of the
Police High
Command will
implement and
continue a num-

ber of crime-fighting
and reduction strategies
that have been approved

Caricom Secretary General
Ambassador Irvin LaRocque

CARICOM Secretary-General calls for region
to do more to fight crime

“all member
states are
affected to

some degree by
the continued

violence which
threatens

citizen security,
societies and

regional
economies.”

C M Y K
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Court Approval of
Barbados First Plan
On December 02, 2015,
the Barbados High Court
concludedthat the
Barbados First Plan to
restructure CLICO is
“most advantageous to the
interests of policyhold-
ers”. Despite vigorous
opposition from the
ECCU Governments, who
believe that the Plan is dis-
criminatory and requires
examination by an inde-
pendent expert, the judge
ordered that theJudicial
Manager and Government
of Barbados may proceed
to implement that Plan.
The Barbados First Plan
involves the transfer to a
new insurer of the liabili-
ties related to CLICO’s
Barbados policyholders,
together with a portion of
CLICO’s assets, including
real estate in
B a r b a d o s . T h e
Government of Barbados
is to provide financial sup-
port to the new insurer in

order to recapitalize the
shortfall in assets for
CLICO’s Barbados tradi-
tional policyholders, and
the restructuring of
Barbados EFPA policies.
In order to effect the
Barbados First Plan, it will
be necessary to value both
CIL’s assets and liabili-
ties,and identify the value
of segments of those lia-
bilities such as Barbados
policyholder liabilities.
This is a complex and
problematic exercise,
made even more so when
it involves an insolvent
insurer and an illiquid
market for real estate
assets.  
The ECCU Governments
are concerned that, if not
conducted with the proper
expertise, care and safe-
guards, and if the interests
of ECCU policyholders
are not given due regard,
the Barbados First Plancan
leave ECCU policyhold-
ers worse off.
Fair and transparent

implementation of
Barbados First Plan
The ECCU Governments
have called upon Mr
Patrick Toppin and
Deloitte Consulting to
provide clear evidence and
assurance that the
Barbados First Plan is
being implemented fairly
and transparently, and that
processes and oversight
are in place to ensure that
the Barbados First Plan
will not prejudice ECCU
policyholders in any way.
The ECCU Governments
have urgently sought the
following from Mr Toppin
and Deloitte Consulting:
That they provide full and
timely transparencyas to
the execution of, and deci-
sions made as part of, the
Barbados First Plan;
That theyenable represen-
tatives of the ECCU
Governments and the
other ECCU judicial man-
agers to provide indepen-
dentand timely oversight

to ensure that the interests
of ECCU policyholders
are properly protected at
each stage of the restruc-
turing process, and that
they ensure openness and
co-operation in this
process;
An explanation of the
process being used to
value and divide assets
and liabilities to ensure
fairness and transparency
to ECCU policyholders,
particularly as to the fair
and accurate value assets
and liabilities;
The identity of all persons
engaged to provide expert
opinion in the process, and
evidence of their indepen-
dence, qualifications and
experience;
Release the full valuations
of assets and liabilities
and, if such information is
commercial in confidence,
provide these to the
ECCU Governments and
other ECCU judicial man-
agers for analysis;
The terms of arrange-
ments being made to
ensure that ECCU
Policyholders share in any
increase in value of CIL’s
assets proposed to be

transferred to the new
insurer, as undertaken dur-
ing the Court proceedings;
Confirmation that all poli-
cy data necessary to value
liabilities, including laps-
es, are up to date and accu-
rate; 
Confirm that arrange-
ments are in place to
ensure the protracted cost
of the Judicial
Management arising from
the implementation of the
Barbados First Plan, and
the costs of implementing
the plan,are not funded,
directly or indirectly, by
ECCU policyholders;
Confirmation from
Deloitte Consulting that,
as the Barbados Judicial
Manager appointed to
manage the entire compa-
ny,it isacting in the best
interests of ECCU policy-
holders in the conduct of
the Barbados First restruc-
ture, and generally in the
judicial management;
Confirmation as to what
liabilities other than
ECCU policyholder liabil-
ities will remain with
CLICO after Barbados
First is executed;

Information on what they
propose to do with CLICO
following finalization of
Barbados First; and
Confirmation that ECCU
policyholders will receive
a proportion of CLICO’s
assets located in Barbados
commensurate with the
percentage of CLICO’s
liabilities that they repre-
sent.
Accountability for use of
Premiums
The ECCU Governments
are aware that, although
CLICO was insolvent
before Mr Toppin /
Deloitte Consulting were
appointed as judicial man-
agers, premiums paid in
good faith by policyhold-
ershave been used to pay
CLICO’s expenses,
including the fees of the
Judicial Manager, annuity
payments, claims, and
CLICO’s expenses.  This
includes premiums paid as
contributions for annuity
and other savings/invest-
ment policies where
CLICO’s policy terms
make it clear that CLICO
is under an obligation to
invest those funds on
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Golf enthusiasts from the
UK, United States and
Canada enjoyed the lush
natural beauty and warm
hospitality of St. Kitts &
Nevis during the Sixth

Annual St. Kitts-Nevis
Admiral’s Cup Pro-Am
Tournament.  The tourna-
ment was recently held
on both islands of the
Federation from

February 8 – 10, 2016,
and included teams of
PGA club professionals,
golf media and amateur
golfers.  

“As you have come to
realize by now, golf
tourism is a very impor-
tant element of our over-
all strategy to grow stay-
over to the destina-
tion.  Hosting PGA Golf
Club Professionals and
their guests is helping us
to build awareness for St.
Kitts & Nevis as a world-
class, twin-island golf
destination within this
affluent target niche
demographic,” said the
Hon. Lindsey F.P. Grant,
Minister of Tourism,
International Trade
Industry and Commerce.
“And with the operation
of two courses currently,
and two more champi-
onship courses scheduled
to open at Kittitian Hill
and Christophe Harbour,

we are in an excellent
position to expand our
golf tourism market.
Kicking off the tourna-
ment activities, the visit-
ing golfers and their
guests were treated to a

Super Bowl dinner on the
southeast peninsula at
Carambola Beach Club.
They also experienced
dining at the Fisherman’s
Wharf Seasfood & Grill
and the Spice Mill
Restaurant.
The golf media - which
included Dennis Sliver
of CBS Sports Radio and
Adam Stanley of the
Canadian Golf Media -
also visited the northern
side of the island, where
they received a preview
of Irie Fields golf course,
at Kittitian Hill
and   Christopher
Harbour to learn about
the development of the
Tom Fazio designed 18-
hole championship golf,
projected to be one of the
best courses – if not the

best – in the Caribbean.
This was to give them a
firsthand look at the
emerging golf product to
establish the twin island
federation as an emerg-
ing golf destination.

Refreshments and local
food served on the vari-
ous holes at the Royal St.
Kitts Golf Course and
Four Seasons, Nevis,
throughout the Admiral’s
Cup tournament, added
to the festive atmosphere
of friendly competition
that permeated through-
out the event.   Shore
Excursions, relaxing on
the beach and indulging
in spa treatments were
popular activities for
non-golfing guests. 
Travel to Nevis for tour-
nament play on the Four
Seasons Resort golf
course, demonstrated
how easy it is to play golf
on between both
islands.   The closing
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Minister of Tourism, International Trade, Industry and Commerce the  Hon.
Lindsey F.P. Grant, along with the CEO of the St. Kitts Tourism Authority,
Racquel Brown, congratulate some of the Hole Winners of the 2016 Admiral
Cup Tournament.

The Sixth Annual St. Kitts-NevisAdmiral’s Cup Pro-AmTournament Comes to aSuccessful End.

Continued on page 13
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Awards Gala provided
the visitors, many of
whom were returning
guests, with an exciting

glimpse of the island’s
culture with masquer-
ades, steel pan music and
Carnival girls. 

Many guests remarked
upon the welcoming peo-
ple and scenic natural
landscape of the twin-
island destination.   All

players and guests
enjoyed the hospitality
and renowned service of
the St. Kitts Marriott
Resort & Royal Beach

Casino and the Royal St.
Kitts Hotel. 
The Admiral’s Cup Pro-
Am is managed by the St.

Kitts Tourism Authority,
and supported by the
Ministry of Sports,
Brinley Gold Shipwreck
Rum, Carib Breweries,
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E-Government portal
launched, all SKN information

can be found online
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By Staff Writer
A new public-private

sector partnership has
seen the launch of the
Unity administration’s
E-Governance project,
which allows persons
worldwide to access
government information,
forms and other data
online.
Speaking at the launch
on Thursday (Feb 18),
Prime Minister, Dr. the
Hon. Timothy Harris
explained that the occa-
sion marked a significant
period for his adminis-
tration, as it
d e m o n s t r a t e s
their account-
ability, trans-
parency and
modernization
of government.
“The launch of
this particular
portal reflects
something sig-
nificant on the
type of govern-
ment we wish to
be- a govern-
ment that is
open, a govern-
ment that is transparent,
a government that is
committed to give the
give the best quality ser-
vice to the citizens and
residents of St. Kitts and
Nevis...and significantly
the launch today  will
certainly help us to
enhance the delivery of a
variety of services and
provide information to
the global community
with regards to the
development of St. Kitts
and Nevis.”

Sensitive information
relating to areas such as
health and national secu-
rity will not be available
through the portal.
He suggested that the e-
Governance platform
will assist in building a
foundation for informa-
tion to be shared with the
people both locally and
internationally.
According to Dr. Harris,
this will aid in elevating
St. Kitts and Nevis in
dealing with major
financial institutions,
including the

International Monetary
Fund (IMF) while
putting the country in a
position to make doing
business much easier.
“International organiza-
tions such as the IMF,
the United Nations as
well as foreign financial
bodies look to e-gover-
nance and ICT as a mea-
sure of a progressive and
truly democratic govern-
ment...Upon taking
office we were ranked
90th out of 197 nations

by the UN, and we were
ranked much lower when
it comes to e-participa-
tion...It is also going to
impact positively on our
ability to do business
with the rest of the
world.”
Against that backdrop,
he disclosed that under
the previous administra-
tion there was no strate-
gic location for any of
the government’s busi-
ness, since there were
numerous websites for
the various data and
departments including
National Security data,
which the Prime
Minister pointed out was
not in keeping with best
practices.
Minister of Information
Technology and
Communication, the
Hon. Vincent Byron said
this new venture will
assist the government in
achieving a number of
the promises that were

made in its
manifesto.
“In gov-
e r n m e n t
we recog-
nized that
it was crit-
ical for us
to improve
and bolster
the work
that was
b e i n g
done...we
needed to
change the
way e-

governance worked; to
deliver services to, and
for the people.”
Private Sector entity,
Open Interactive and
their technicians along
with representatives
from Mendix, developed
the project which links
all government agencies
to one server.
All information can now
be accessed at
www.gov.kn

By LK Hewlett
“It has been an outstanding
year from where we’ve
come from and what we’ve
been able to accom-
plish ,” says Prime
Minister Dr. Timothy
Harris of his Team
Unity’s first year in
office this February.
A long list of activi-
ties has been under-
way over the past
week to celebrate the
new government’s
first anniversary,
including church ser-
vices, town hall meet-
ings, fun days in con-
stituencies and open
day at constituency
offices.
The government has
outlined 47 notable
achievements over
the past 11 months,
chief of which PM
Harris told The Observer
were the payment of $16 mil
to former sugar workers,
constructing a temporary
school to get the Basseterre
High School staff and stu-
dents off the shift system,
$25 million to the Nevis
Island Administration for
budgetary support and the
removal of VAT from food
and educational items, med-
ication and funeral expenses.
“What has been critically
important is that in a short
time not only have we been
able to deal with the transi-
tion issues, but we have kept
the government and country
growing on a splendid path,”
he said, noting the 6.6%
growth in 2015, one of the
highest in the hemisphere.
Important to the administra-
tion is that the fulfillment of
campaign promises has
meant policy adjustments
that have redound to the ben-
efit of the people as a collec-
tive and not just to some
individuals.
PH Harris was proud of the
fact that his team had “res-

cued” the Citizenship By
Investment and restored the
good reputation of the coun-
try’s passport. Reporting on
the number of passports sold

under the CBI was another
accomplishment, Dr. Harris
said, as this had never been
done by the previous admin-
istration, and was a clear
indication of Unity’s com-
mitment to transparency and
accountability in public
office.
The accomplishments did
come without obstacles, as
the PM cited the politicizing
of the civil service, the low
morale of the police force
and the dark cloud of inter-
national fallouts between the
government of St. Kitts and
Nevis and those of several
advanced countries, which
Dr. Harris said was created
by the Dr. Denzil Douglas-
led administration.
“We met a government
which was very dysfunction-
al and we have worked very
hard over the last year to
reenergize the civil service
proper and the public sector
so that we can now get
more.”
Deputy Prime Minister Hon.
Shawn Richards has
undoubtedly had the most

public hurdles to overcome
upon taking office. Although
the Minister had been a par-
liamentarian for 10 years
prior to the last election, this

is his first stint in
government.

“It has been a
year that I can
look back on with
a sense of grati-
tude, accomplish-
ment and satisfac-
tion,” he told The
Observer.
“The year past
has seen many
achievements on
behalf of the peo-
ple of St. Kitts
and Nevis. All cit-
izens have been
positively impact-
ed by our poli-
cies.”
Minister Richards
had to host

CARIFTA Games, CPL and
Carnival all within the first
few months in office, with
the previous two events not
being budgeted for by the
outgoing administration.
Having inherited the BHS
displacement issues, he had a
new facility constructed in a
matter of months to house
the staff and students until a
new permanent facility can
be built. He has also ensured
the lighting of the Sandy
Point play field in his con-
stituency and identified land
for the construction of a new
municipal courthouse, police
station and fire station out-
post.
Both the Prime Minister and
Deputy issued thanks to the
people of the federation on
behalf of Team Unity for
reposing confidence in the
new administration to chart
the way forward for St. Kitts
and Nevis.
PM Harris assures that Team
Unity has many plans for the
future and will roll these out
as time goes by. One that is
expected to be of keen inter-

Unity celebrates its first
year in Office

We’ve accomplished much in
a short time, touts PM
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message.
The allegation claimed
the strong language was
sent in response to a
broadcast Christmas
message from Hon. Mark
Brantley on December
25, 2015.
Human Resource
Management issued
George a letter dated
February 12 informing
that he was to “proceed
on leave from duty, with
immediate effect, pend-
ing an investigation into
reports of your non-
and/or poor performance
of your duty as a
Probation Officer”.
The Observer under-

stands the leave is with
pay but was unable to
verify this with the rele-
vant officials.
An opposition supporter
told The Observer that
this is merely a “witch
hunt” since George’s
response was a private
message and unrelated to
his job.
“After all the song and
dance about investiga-
tion and charging people
for election misconduct,
they can’t find anything
on him so they come
with this from last year to
get him out of the civil
service. What does the
phone message have to
do with his performance
as a Probation Officer? It
is no surprise that they
bring it now to coincide

with the election busi-
ness last year,” she stat-
ed.
The present government
accused George of col-
luding with the then rul-
ing Labour Party in
attempts to gerrymander
the elections and keep
Team Unity out of office.
On Feb 16, 2015 voters
went to the polls, only to
have George, as the
Supervisor of Elections,
stop the ballot count and
disappear from the
Electoral office to parts
unknown. The electorate
remained in limbo until
late the next day when,
without giving the ballot
results for the various
constituencies, he
announced the tri-party
Unity coalition had
defeated the Labour/

from Page 8

By Staff Writer
Minister of Education
the Hon. Shawn Richards
has cleared the air on the
government’s REACH
program after the
O p p o s i t i o n
claimed the finan-
cial assistance
program was
stopped and stu-
dents have been
left in a lurch.
The SIDF funded
p r o g r a m
R e c o g n i z i n g
E v e r y o n e ’ s
Ability to Climb
Higher (REACH)
was launched in August
2014 to provide scholar-
ships, grants and stipends
to secondary and tertiary
school graduates to
advance their education
or pursue vocational and
professional training.
Since the government of
National Unity took
office in 2015 a number
of projects and other pro-
grams funded through
the SIDF have come
under the microscope.  
According to Richards,
the program is on hold
pending the outcome of a
review by a body estab-
lished by the govern-
ment, before the Cabinet
makes a final decision on
the way forward.
“The REACH Program
was discussed by the
Cabinet on more than
one occasion. We have
had concerns expressed

by various persons about
the REACH Program.
We have had the good
and we have had the bad
relative to the REACH
Program…

“The REACH program
was being funded by
SIDF. We are also aware
of the fact that since the
change of Administration
we have, for the most
part. halted all of the
transactions, all of the
work being done by
SIDF, and so the
REACH program was
affected as a result of
that.”
Minister Richards, while
a guest on the govern-
ment’s weekly radio pro-
gram ‘Working for You’
on Wednesday (Feb 17),
acknowledged that the
program assisted a num-
ber of students to attend
various tertiary institu-
tions around the island,
pointing out that since
the delay he had asked
that all students be
allowed to sit their exam-
inations regardless if
they were able to meet
the financial require-

ments.
“...What we have said to
the Registrar of CFBC is
to ensure that all students
are able to register before

their exams et
cetera, regardless
as to whether or
not they are in a
financial position
to pay, so that
there shouldn’t be
any student not
being able to
undertake exams
because of the
fact that the
REACH Program
has been halted at
this particular

point in time while the
Government makes a
decision as to the conti-
nuity of the program.”
Richards said his
Ministry even went so
far as to speak with the
Ministry of Finance to
get advice to determine if
it is in a position in the
interim to meet the cost
of the REACH Program.
“I also know that the
Interim Board for SIDF
has been looking at that
particular program to see
if in the interim anything
can be done to assist the
students,” he further
informed.
The Education Minister
disclosed that the move
was taken out of an abun-
dance of caution since
the government is doing
a review of the program,
as is the case with other
ongoing initiatives.

REACH program under
review by government

Wingrove “Parrot” George sent on leave
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behalf of policyholders.By
contrast, the Judicial
Managers of BAICO have
held all premiums in trust
for those policyholders
that paid them.
The ECCU Governments
have repeatedly expressed
our objection and serious
concerns about this prac-
tice, which the Judicial
Manager has repeatedly
dismissed.
Mr Toppin and Deloitte
Consulting must be pub-
licly accountable to, and
transparent with, CLICO’s
policyholders as to how
the premiums they have
paid have been used.
The ECCU Governments

call upon Mr Toppin and
Deloitte Consulting to
clearly inform
Policyholders what the
Judicial Manager has done
with premiums paid to
CLICO since the company
went into judicial manage-
ment in April 2011, until
November 30, 2014,the
date from which the JM
announced he would hold
new premiums in trust.  In
particular, the Judicial
Managers must make it
clear the extent to which
their fees have been met
out of policyholder premi-
ums, and how any con-
flict of interest arising
from this have been man-
aged.
Further, the Judicial
Managers must prove they

have acted in good faith in
the use of these premiums,
particularly in light of this
apparent conflict of inter-
est.
Conclusion
The ECCU Governments
look forward to Mr Toppin
and Deloitte Consulting
providing evidence and
assurance of fairness,
transparency and account-
ability to ECCU policy-
holders on the above mat-
ters as a matter of urgency.
Issued by the
Governments of the
Eastern Caribbean
Currency Union
February18, 2016
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zens and residents should
take this opportunity to
make the necessary
adjustments to conserve
water in the best way
possible, since the situa-
tion is expected to get
worse before any sub-
stantial rainfall comes.
With the Federation
experiencing severe
drought-like conditions
in 2015, the Water
Department had institut-
ed a period of water
rationing, starting with a
few areas in and around
Basseterre, then expand-
ing to encompass the
entire island. It was

eased in December fol-
lowing a period of
increased rainfall.
The Water Manager
informed that the
Department may have to
resort to that in the com-
ing weeks to ensure that
the supply in St. Kitts
remains constant.
The bad news continues
as the region may face
additional problems as a
result of drought.
CDEMA is warning that
following the dry period,
there is a higher risk of a
prolonged period of rain-
fall from La Niña that

could result in flooding.
“The national water man-
agement authorities con-
tinue to lead at the
national level and the
Caribbean Water and
Wastewater Association
(CWWA) is on alert and
planning for future
actions.”
The federal government
recently outlined a num-
ber of initiatives to be
implemented to alleviate
the water shortage prob-
lem, including drilling
additional wells and
reverse osmosis or
desalination.
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St. Kitts’ water problems could
worsen for 2016
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reefs.’  AND
‘I am excited about the
project and look forward
to my Ministry collabo-
rating with you’. AND
‘The reefs are critical to
our island life, our fish
stock, our diving, our
tourism product, our eco
system’.
And then, perhaps
regardless of these senti-
ments came the HTRIP
Candy Villa develop-
ment.  Mrs. Bass instead
of being able to pursue a
positive reef restoration
project, finds that a
development has been

allowed in the same area,
which may cause further
damage to those reefs.
Legal action is now tak-
ing place to decide what
should be done. 
Everyone should under-
stand that coral reefs
form a natural barrier
against the sea and a
nursery for fish.  That an
effective reef has to be
comprised of live
healthy coral.  That such
a reef can only remain
live in clear unpolluted
sea water.  That water
run offs from the land,
may bear silt, pesticide
and toxic residues, or
algae forming nutrients,
all of which kill coral.
Dead coral breaks up.

Damaged or absent reefs
allow the sea to pene-
trate and waves to erode
our land.  An expert
ecologist, a Doctor of
Science in
Environmental Health
from Harvard will testify
on behalf of Mrs. Bass
about the developers’
EIA.  This testimony
will include: ‘The origi-
nal EIA prepared for the
Candy development
itself states that “… The
natural environment (of
the Site) is characterized
by terrestrial and marine
conditions…. (and) this
EIA will consider only
the terrestrial aspects of
the project site as the
marine components will
be investigated in a sub-
sequent environmental
study”.  [However]  A
subsequent EIA of the

marine components has
not been done, yet con-
struction activities have
begun…  The Project
Master Plan 21st July
2014, was significantly
revised in the plans
approved by the Nevis
Planning Department on
April 7th 2015.  To my
understanding no updat-
ed or amended EIA was
done for the revised pro-
ject…  The Waste Water
Report in the EIA Report
for the 2014 Master Plan
provided insufficient
details to evaluate these
concerns (density of
housing, closeness to
coast, lack of considera-
tion of ground water
impacts and flow) and is
not relevant to the cur-
rent development
plans… the EIA does not
address potential

impacts to the coastal
aquifer or near shore
waters from surface
drainage…  no drainage
report or plan was pro-
vided for the approved
project plan’.
So there you have it.  No
doubt the Developers
will tell the Court that
they have gone some
distance into the project
and they should not be
asked to stop now, and
Mrs. Bass will say that in
the absence of a
promised marine EIA
and a change in the
plans, a development
which should not have
been allowed in the
absence of this assess-
ment should be stopped
and sorted out.
Whatever happens at
Court, it is clear that any

concentrated develop-
ment concreting over
much land gives rise to a
greater and faster waste
water run off.  Some of
this will go into the
Ghaut on the Northern
boundary and will first
be caught in a little pond
of stagnant water near
the shoreline, and may
thus form a breeding
ground for the Zika virus
carrying mosquito.
It is also clear that
Matthew 6. V. 34 offers
no protection to our
valuable coral reefs, and
it is sad that for their
struggling welfare they
have to look to legal
action brought by a pub-
lic spirited citizen
against elements of our
Government and a
developer whose identity
is uncertain.

Matthew 6 v. 34
From page 4



actually held Federal
Ministerial positions.
This needs to stop! If,
and this is a BIG if, the
representatives who have
been caught in this
anomalous mess are
being paid by both juris-
dictions, may God help
us all!! The people of St.
Kitts and Nevis need to
stop and ask themselves
whether this insufferable
situation is in our best
interest. There needs to
be separate candidates
contesting the different
Assemblies.
Where are the self-
anointed Muhammad
Alis of Nevis’ political
commentary? They can-
not be so punch drunk to
be unaware of this non-
sense or does their
silence imply accep-
tance! Where are Nevis’
walking Constitutional
authorities? Where are
the Nolans, the Trotts
and the Lawrences
among others? They
have made a reputation
articulating political and
social injustices, real and
perceived, with regards
to St. Kitts and Nevis.

Then there is the
Washington professor
who sang for his supper,
delivering innumerable
newspaper lectures and
tutorials in seemingly
making a case for
Section 113? Where is
he? Can find him circling
Washington D.C. on the
Beltway from his subur-
ban home to the offices
of the OAS! Suddenly, as
far as they are all con-
cerned, like the hymn
writer says, “It is well

with my Soul!”
The irony is, the only
solution to any “Nevis”
problem within this
nation by these political
anachronisms had always
been to invoke the unfor-
tunate Section 113. Their
lack of response to the
present political situation
is so silent, it is thunder-
ously deafening! Let me
quote Fidel Castro and
say that history will not
absolve them!
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NEVIS - Land for Sale
Clifton Estate

760-0482/663-6296

NEVIS - fully furnished 2 bed, 2 bath
apt., cable TV and water at Paradise

Estates. 760-0482/663-6296

NEVIS - fully furnished 2 bed,
1 bath apt. in Jessup.
760-0482/663-6296.

WANTED One (1) Farm Attendant
@ Low Ground Egg Farm

Contact#469 3478

WANTED - 1 Experience House
Cleaner. Works well with little

or no supervision. Call 662-7482

NEVIS  For sale: 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom
2 storey house in Charlestown
call 762-7030 for information

CLASSIFIED AD SPACE FOR
RENT CALL 469-5907

WANTED Two (2) Painters with 2
years Experience. Call Strong Joint
Construction 469 -1420/ 660 -9017

FATBOY
One Person Needed For

Line Fishing At Night
Contact 662-5310

Carlos Construction needs a mason for
laying block work and form work.

Interested persons please call 660 - 8151
Tropic Engineering Ltd is seeking a

Installation and Maintenance Technician.
Must have 5 years experience.

Please send resumes by March 10th to tropi-
cengineering@gmail.com

Dan Backhoe Trucking & Redi-Mix Ltd
seeking: Mechanic and Truck Driver with 3

- 5 years experience. 
Call: 469-5423 / 662-4053 or visit our

office located at Long Point, Nevis. 

Powerful spiritual healer mother king mir-
acle worker solves all problems reunites

lovers overpowers all obstacles calls
enemies by name call now free reading

704-771-3565

Dishwasher Wanted
Yachtsman Grill 469-1382

Must also help with basic food preparation
Team player and positive attitude is a must!

WANTED
Isabella Snackette & Bar One (1)

Waitress Call: 667 - 8431

HOUSE FOR RENT - One (3)
Bedrooms (2) Bathrooms

FurnishedOne (3) Bedrooms (1)
Bathroom UnfurnishedSerious

Inquires only call 469-5723/664-3077

Marina Beauty Salon. Need one Nail
Technician at least 3yrs experience. 

Call 763-3224

G&N Landscaping & Maintenance
ServicesIn Bath Village needs

1 Landscaper. Interested persons
please call 667 - 5871

Eric Construction Services
Is seeking one  specialize steel man. 

Interested persons please 
call 669 - 5891 or 469 - 7753.

Chamaco Barber
needs two barbers with

5 years experience.Interested persons
please call 669 - 5909

Sonia Bar & Snackette at the Ferry
Terminal. Needs one Bartender with

three years experience.
Interested persons please 

call 764 - 8338

Sarah Barber Shop
wants two barbers with three years or

more experience.
Interested persons please 

call 665 - 8610

Cocolospm. Need one sales
clerk for fashion boutique.

call 667-9122

Notes from the Desk of Alford Tyrell
From page 5
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