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G E O R G E T O W N ,
Guyana – Oil explo-
ration efforts have inten-
sified following the dis-
covery of commercial
quantities of oil in
Guyana’s Maritime
Zone.
Esso Exploration and
Production Guyana Ltd.
(EEPGL) has com-
menced a meteorological
and oceanographic sur-
vey in the Stabroek
Block, scheduled to be
completed during May
2018.

And March 9 will see the
commencement of seis-
mic surveys within the
Canje block for a period
of six months.
Minister of Natural
Resources Raphael
Trotman told the
National Assembly that
there is growing interest
in Guyana’s hydrocar-
bons, and as such, Exxon
Mobil will also under-
take further exploratory
drilling of another well.
“The time has never been
as propitious for petrole-

um exploration, as the
low prices have led to a
high availability, at good
prices, of specialized
skills, exploratory rigs
and equipment, all of
which make exploration
very encouraging,” he
said.
The Ministry of Natural
Resources will be plac-
ing significant emphasis
on capacity building dur-
ing 2016, with the devel-
opment of a framework
for a Petroleum Agency
and the conceptualiza-
tion of an institute in col-

laboration with the
Education Ministry.
I n t e r n a t i o n a l

Development partners
have signaled a willing-
ness to train young

Guyanese to assume
responsibility to lead the
petroleum industry in the
decades ahead.
Anticipating the finances
that will be garnered
from the oil sector, a
Sovereign Wealth Fund
will be developed. This
will protect the economy
from the volatile nature
of mineral revenues, and
help grow and modernize
the sustainable non-
extractive sectors of the
economy.

Oil exploration activities in Guyana waters intensify

S T .
J O H N ’ S ,
Antigua –
The Office
of National

Drug and
M o n e y
Laundering
C o n t r o l
P o l i c y
( O N D C P )
is on the
hunt for two

“dangerous” men being
sought in connection
with a major drug bust
earlier this month.
On the wanted list are
Dominican-born Darion
Anthony Nicholas, 37,
and 39-year-old
Jamaican Vincent
Anthony Anglin who
have been linked to the
discovery of ammuni-

tion and almost EC$10
million (US$3.7 mil-
lion) in drugs.
“Both men are consid-
ered to be armed and
dangerous, and any
sighting must be imme-
diately reported to the
ONDCP,” a statement
issued by the ONDCP
said.

The two found them-
selves on the radar of
law enforcement
authorities following
investigations into
the ammo and drug haul
on February 15.
In the early hours of
that day, officers from
the ONDCP conducted
an operation that result-
ed in the seizure of

approximately 2,493
pounds of Jamaican
cannabis, 50 rounds of
9-mm ammunition, and
a small vessel.
The drugs had an esti-
mated wholesale value
of EC$9,975,000
(US$3.69 million).

Dominican, Jamaican wanted in Antigua
after multi-million-dollar drug haul

Jamaican Vincent Anthony Anglin (Top
Left) And Dominican-Born Darion
Anthony Nicholas (Bottom Left) Are
Wanted In Connection With The Drug
Haul (Main Photo) Made By The
Ondcp Just Over A Week Ago. (Photo:
From Pics Provided By ONDCP)



BASSETERRE, St. Kitts
–  Local authorities have
confirmed that there are
no suspected cases or lab
confirmed cases of the
Zika virus in St. Kitts
and Nevis.
“I am pleased to report
that in St. Kitts and
Nevis as of Saturday’s
date, there are no sus-

pected cases of Zika, nei-
ther are there any lab
confirmed cases of the
Zika virus,” Minister of
State Senator Wendy
Phipps said.
“Essentially, the symp-
toms of the Zika virus
are similar to that of the
flu and perhaps similar to
those of the chikungun-
ya, which the region

would have been con-
fronted by primarily in
2015.”
Phipps reinforced the
fact that visitors were
free to come to the
Federation, since there
was no risk of contract-
ing the illness.
“Visitors to St. Kitts and

Nevis should not be
afraid to travel to St.
Kitts and Nevis for that
matter,” Senator Phipps
said.   “We have put out
regular advisories on that
score.   We have done
quite a bit of work in col-
laboration with the
Ministry of Tourism to
give assurances to our
visitors.”
The aedes aegypti mos-
quito is capable of trans-
mitting yellow fever,
denque fever, chikungy-
na and the Zika virus.
The Minister of State
outlined the measures
being taken to reduce the
risk of Zika coming to
the Federation.
“St. Kitts and Nevis, in
terms of our prepared-
ness, is fairly well-
advanced in terms of our
mosquito-breeding con-
trol programme, in terms
of elimination of those
sites and that is being
done mainly by the pub-

lic health department –
fogging, as well as the
harvesting of the mos-
quito larvae with the
intention of elimination,”
Senator Phipps said, not-
ing that the general pub-
lic has been encouraged
to take part in mosquito
elimination.
“Via such simple mea-
sures as the elimination
of mosquito breeding
sites, such as collections
of water in old tires,
cans, other receptacles or
even simple unassuming
receptacles, like the
saucers found at the base
of flowerpots.   There is
evidence to suggest that
the mosquito larvae can
begin to develop in as
small a quantity of water
as a teaspoonful, so
every precaution has to
be taken.”
“There are other precau-
tions that can be taken,
such as the use of mos-
quito repellant, wearing
of long sleeve clothing

etc.”
Ms. Phipps noted that
should the virus come to
the Federation, the
Ministry of Health would
be concerned about the
health and wellness of
residents which could
result in loss of produc-
tivity at work, which she
said experts estimate
cause an average absence
of four days.
Owing to the economic
impact of Zika, the
World Bank has provid-
ed US$150 million in
financing for Latin
America and the
Caribbean Region to
help combat the Zika
virus outbreak.   The
World Bank also
released initial economic
impact projections, not-
ing that the Zika virus is
expected to reduce the
region’s 2016 economic
output by $3.5 billion, or
0.06 percent of gross
domestic product.

By Staff Reporter
A recently passed
amendment to Income
Tax legislation will more
money going into state
coffers.   Passed in the
National Assembly last
Thursday (February 18,
2016) the  Income Tax
(Amendment) Bill could
see taxes paid by local
companies on behalf of
overseas businesses jump
by 50 percent, with the
withholding tax rate

moving from 10 to 15
percent.
The Government says
that the new 15 percent
ceiling for the tax is in
keeping with the range
set by CARICOM.
Currently local compa-
nies that make payments
to overseas businesses
for franchise fees, profits
or services, etcetera are
required to ‘withhold’ 10
percent of the payment,

which is paid to the
Inland Revenue.
Will the withholding of a
larger percentage of pay-
ments cause overseas
businesses to rethink
operating, offering fran-
chises or services in the
Federation?    Financial
experts who spoke with
the Observer do not think
so.
“They will likely just
increase their fees and

costs so that their net
receipts are unaffected,”
one financial consultant
said.
According to the
National Audit Report of
2014, Withholding Tax
collected at the rate of 10
percent amounted to
$6,674,260.
Among the tweaks to the
language of the legisla-
tion passed last week, is
the insertion of a clause

that specifies that the tax
is payable on amounts
accrued irrespective of
whether the payments are
actually paid out.
“They are designed to
remove loopholes in the
tax system, broaden the
tax base, simplify the
process of determining
taxpayer obligations and
modernizing the laws to
meet regional and inter-
national standards,”
Prime Minister Dr.

Timothy Harris said of
the amendments.
“We are certain that these
changes will provide
greater clarity for busi-
nesses to meet their tax
obligations,” he told the
National Assembly,
emphasizing that they
were not new taxes.
“We are certain that these
changes will provide
greater clarity for busi-
nesses to meet their tax
obligations.”
According to the Prime
Minister the amendments
are part of the govern-
ment’s efforts to provide
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A little over a year ago, Scotland voted in a secession referendum
to remain in the United Kingdom. The question was decided when
over 85% of the population voted, with 55% saying stay and 45%
voting to go. The No votes won. 

Now the entire United Kingdom will be voting in June in a referen-
dum on whether to remain in the European Union. The campaign
started long ago, both sides led by private sector interests.
Recently, to bolster his position and as a conciliatory measure to
him, Prime Minister Cameron was able to negotiate a deal with the
European Union which wants the United Kingdom to stay.  This
deal, gained at a two-day meeting in Brussels gives the United
kingdom “special status” within the Union,  tackles concerns over
migrants getting “something for nothing” from the benefit system
and exempts Britain from the Union’s drive for “ever closer union”.
Equal, we say, but still separate. 

The First Minister of Scotland has reserved the right to ask
Scotland another secession question if the UK votes to leave the
European Union. Her argument is that if the United Kingdom
secedes from the existing arrangement in Europe, the “mother
country” would have changed and Scotland deserves to again say
what it wants. There is a lot at stake. 

To the people of St Kitts – Nevis, especially Nevis, this is dejá-vu
all over again. It seems that the innate desire of a people to self-
determination is a strong one that doesn’t ever go away.  It is asso-
ciated with a feeling of maturity and capability. It is not selfishness,
but rather an assertion of who you are as a person and as a peo-
ple. That is why children leave home when they grow up, even if
they return later.   

The European Union has signaled that it doesn’t want the
United Kingdom to leave, not by re-asserting its “rights”, but by
yielding a little. Is this a variation of ‘fair share”?  The interesting
aspect of this overture is not only that the Union listened, but it took
overt action. 

If ever the Federation returns to the state where Section 113 is ever
invoked again, these episodes with Scotland, United Kingdom and
the European Union hold valuable lessons for strengthening any
resultant arrangement.  Let us pay attention to them and not just to
the drama being played out in the political arena in the United
States. 
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Editorial 
Dejá-dejá-vu A recent case out of the

Eastern Caribbean
Supreme Court demon-
strates how money in a
joint account can belong
to surviving account
holder in the event of the
death of the other
account holder through
the rule of survivorship,
which applies to joint
tenancies. The case goes
further to show how
even though a survivor
of a joint tenancy can be
beneficially entitled to
monies left in a bank
account, there are
instances when the sur-
viving account holder is
not always beneficially
entitled (as owner) to the
funds. A court may
accept evidence to show
that at the time the joint
account was made, the
intention was not to ben-
efit the joint account
holder, but merely to
allow him/ her to render
personal services that
would necessitate access
to the funds, for example
to shop or pay bills on
behalf of the principal
account holder. 

In Falby v. Primus, the
High Court was asked to
resolve a dispute
between two account
holders who claimed to
be entitled to money left
in the account when the
third account holder and
primary depositor died.
On his death, JF left a
balance of approximate-
ly $20,000.00 in an
account, which was
jointly held with his wife
CF, and VP, his caretak-
er. CF claimed to be the
rightful or beneficial
owner of the funds,
which VP had withdrawn
and deposited into her
personal account in the
same bank. VP, of
course, refuted her
claim.

The facts are interesting,
but not unusual.

JF and CF were married
and had operated a joint
account, which con-
tained mostly his pen-
sion and national insur-
ance payments. In 1994,
CF migrated to North
America and did not
return to the island until
after her husband’s death
almost two decades later.
The court accepted as a
fact that VP cohabited
with JF as his common
law spouse and caretaker
for most of that time. In
2002, her infant grand-
son joined the family and
lived with them. JF treat-

ed the boy as his child
and bought him shares in
a local financial institu-
tion.

While VP lived with JF,
she worked with him in
the shop and she assisted
him with his banking
business by taking his
signed forms to the bank.
He suffered a heart
attack and was hospital-
ized. VP continued to
live with him and take
care of him. In August
2004 he travelled to the
bank and instructed the
bank to add VP as an
account holder. He then
advised her to go to the
Bank and sign some doc-
uments. He told her “if
you don’t go you will
lose”. She obeyed, even
though as she later testi-
fied in court that she was
not aware of CF’s name
on the account. However
she understood him to
mean “if she did not go
to the Bank to sign the
documents, she would
not get the money, but if
she did it would be hers”. 

Much weight appears to
have been given to the
instructions from JF for
VP to go to the bank,
coming as it did after her
cohabitation with him

for about a decade, and
two months after his
heart attack and hospital-
ization. His health
notwithstanding, he trav-
elled to the bank and
instructed that VP be
added to the account.
The court found that this
evidenced a clear inten-
tion by JF, the primary
owner and depositor, for
VP to own the funds.

In reviewing the authori-
ties, the court cited
established authorities
such as National
Provincial Bank Limited
v. Bishop and others
[1964] 1 Ch, 460 and
Privy Council decision
Helga Stoeckert v. Megie
Geddes (Executrix of the
estate of Paul Geddes)
No. 56 of 2003 out of
Jamaica. 

In arriving at its deci-
sion, the court reaffirmed
the following principles:

A Joint and/or account
between two or more
persons renders all such
joint holders beneficially
entitled to the entire
funds standing in the
account. Therefore on
the death on one account
holder, the remaining
holder is beneficially
entitled (legal owner) to
the funds.

Where a person is bene-
ficially entitled to funds
held in a joint account
and he/she withdraws all
or any part of it, any
property he buys or
accounts he/she opens
are owned by him/her
only. The opposite is true
as well: where one is not
the beneficial/legal
owner and withdraws the
money, the rights of the
legal owner can be
asserted to claim any
bank account or property
that the money is invest-
ed in.

Where it can be proven
that primary account
holder and depositor of
the funds requested and
approved the addition of
another account holder
because of an agreement
or arrangement between
the joint account holders
for a specific purpose,
such as to facilitate pay-
ments, purchases or
owing to a position of
trust between the parties,
then the additional
accountholder(s) may
not also be beneficially
entitled to the funds.
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Shelley Isles

Shelley Isles is a 
legal practitioner and
commentator living in
St. Kitts-Nevis. This
article is provided as
general information

and is not intended for
legal advice. Persons

are strongly encouraged
to seek legal advice on
their specific matters.
For comments or ques-
tion on this article,

email me at
shelleyisles@hotmail.com



By Staff Reporter
The Teachers Unions are
at loggerheads with the
Ministry of Education
over its failure to consult
with them before chang-
ing the dates of the
Easter Vacation.
Originally scheduled to
run from April 1st to
18th, the break has been
moved to March 24th
through April 11th.
Despite a meeting with
the Minister and Ministry
officials on Monday, the
St. Kitts Teachers Union
and the Nevis Teachers
Union came away unhap-
py what transpired.
The Observer has learned
that tensions were
heightened at the meet-
ing as the situation was
discussed.   Reports are
that the Minister of
Education Shawn
Richards said that a letter
from the Nevis Teachers
Union was reasoned, and
clearly and calmly spelt
out their concerns about
the change of dates and
the lack of consultation.
However, he is said to
have expressed his disap-
pointment that the letter
from the St. Kitts Union
was antagonistic and
accusatory, and he did
not understand why it
had taken that tone when
he was in regular com-
munication with Union
officials.
Some of the exchanges
are said to have been
heated, with the Minister
indicating more than
once that if tempers were
not quelled, he would
end the meeting.

“Regrettably, no resolu-
tion was reached as the
Unions   became   out-
raged   with   comments
that   Ministry officials
used to define the rela-
tionship between the
Unions and the
Ministry,” The St. Kitts
Teachers Union said in a
statement issued on
Wednesday morning.
“The   Ministry   officials
clearly   stated   that   any
consultation   with   the
Unions  is  a mere  cour-
tesy and   the Ministry
does  not  have  to  con-
sult  the  Unions  on  any
matter.   “This   defining
statement   has   caused
an  erosion  of  trust  and
seriously breached the
relationship between the
Unions and the
Ministry.”
The SKTU statement
came the morning after
Ministry of Education
issued a statement indi-
cating that the Minister
had apologized to the
Unions, acknowledging
that the Ministry did not
consult with them and
assuring that appropriate
measures were being
explored towards “the
enhancement of commu-
nication channels”
between the Ministry and
the Teachers’ Unions.
“In his apology Minister
Richards expressed his
regret as well as that of
the Ministry of
Education’s administra-
tion, at the inconve-
nience that the change in
date may have caused to
the teachers’ unions, the
faculty and staff at all
schools as well as parents
and students,” the state-

ment reads.
Minister Richards said
Thursday however, that
the comment about con-
sultation that had so
incensed the Union rep-
resentatives, had come
from one Ministry offi-
cial.
“Yes, during the meeting,
one person, one person
from the Ministry of
Education made a state-
ment about consulting
with the Union is only a
courtesy.   Only one offi-
cial from the Ministry of
Education made that
statement.   During the
meeting the issue was
raised, and I said that
look I am willing to have
a separate meeting to dis-
cuss this particular issue
because time was against
me...so I opened the door
to the Union to discuss
that particular statement
that was made...that invi-
tation is still open to the
Union.  I am still willing
to consult with the Union
on any matter pertaining
to teachers,” he said.
Richards said the recom-
mendation to change the
dates of the vacation had
been made to him by
Education officials in
January.   It was pointed
out to him that the way
the vacation had been
originally scheduled,
school would resume for
four days after the four-
day Easter weekend, and
then holidays would
begin the following
week.
“It was felt to have a
smoother transition, that
it would be best for
school to close the

Thursday before Good
Friday...and you proceed
straight into the Easter
Vacation.”
The Minister said that the
suggestion sounded rea-
sonable and he gave it
the nod. 
He acknowledges that
the memo issued on the
7th of January giving the
vacation dates from
2015-2018 did not give
an explanation for the
change of dates for this
year’s Easter Vacation.
“During the meeting that
was held on Monday I
explained all of that tot
the representatives to the
Teachers Unions.  I apol-
ogized on behalf of the
Ministry of Education for
not consulting with the
Unions.   I told them
absolutely no ill will was
meant.”
According to the
Minister, teachers (and
parents) who have made
plans based on the origi-
nal vacation dates can
write to the Ministry
about their circumstances

and special consideration
will be made.
Richards said that state-
ments by the Union sug-
gesting the Ministry the
vacation break matter
was one of a series of
instances where the
Ministry had shown its
unwillingness to consult
the Union were “unfair.”
“The  lack  of  consulta-
tion   is   clearly seen   in
this   particular   matter
and  the  premature  and
unfortunate   suspension
and  closure  of  the  lap-
top   and   REACH pro-
grammes.   Such  suspen-
sion   without   consulta-
tion   is   very unfortu-
nate.     These   pro-
grammes   were   impor-
tant  to  the development
of our students and pro-
vided well needed sup-
port for   their   educa-
tion,” the SKTU noted in
its statement.
Thursday, the Minister
challenged the inference,
pointing out that early in
his tenure he had assisted
the Union in a long-
standing bid to acquire

land for its Secretariat.
He said the Union had
also turned to him about
having a teacher second-
ed to the Secretariat,
something which he said
he had also taken to
Cabinet, and which was
being worked on.
“We will see that particu-
lar matter coming to an
end and that hopefully
the person would be sec-
onded to the Union.”
He said also that the
Union had received the
Ministry’s full support
for its teacher develop-
ment forums last year. 
Additionally he pointed
out that the SKTU had
been consulted on all
aspects of the relocation
of the Basseterre High
School since he took up
the post as Education
Minister: the end of the
shift system, the location
of the temporary site and
the selection of the mod-
ular buildings used.
“Even now as we’re in
the process of determin-
ing a permanent site for
the Basseterre High
School the Union was
consulted.”
The Minister maintains
that his door remains
open to the Unions.
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“Teachers Unions and Ministry Lock Horns
Over Easter Vacation Changes”

  Advisory from
The St. Kitts-Nevis Observer...
BEWARE THE SCAMMERS!
Beware of correspondence which
purports to make you rich overnight.

DO NOT give out ANY 
information concerning your 

credit card, bank account, phone
number or even your address.



The Bank of England is
preparing a contingency
plan for the aftermath
of Britain’s referendum
on European Union
membership, Governor
Mark Carney said
Tuesday. But he said
the central bank will
not predict the likely
outcome or economic
consequences of a vote
to leave.
Carney acknowledged
that uncertainty about
the outcome was
fuelling instability for
the pound, as the
opposing sides in the
EU debate traded alle-
gations about the eco-
nomic impact of leav-
ing, a prospect known
as Brexit.
The heads of almost
200 firms warned in a
letter to  The
Times newspaper that a
British vote to leave the
EU in a June 23 refer-
endum would “deter
investment, threaten
jobs and put the econo-

my at risk”.
Signatories included
CEOs at over a third of
the FSTE 100 firms,
among them Bob
Dudley of BP, Royal
Dutch Shell’s CEO Ben
van Beurden and
Burberry CEO
Christopher Bailey.
The chiefs of Heathrow
and Gatwick airports
also signed, but there
were some notable
absentees, including the
bosses of retailer Tesco
and Barclays bank.
The letter was organ-
ised with the support of
Prime Minister David
Cameron’s office.
Cameron said Tuesday
that a vote for Brexit
would cause “big
uncertainty for busi-
nesses”.
“If you leave, you
spend two years dis-
cussing the arrange-
ments for leaving,”

throwing Britain’s trade
agreements into limbo.
London Mayor Boris
Johnson, one of the

most prominent backers
of a “leave” vote, said
many business leaders
had also warned in the

past of dire conse-
quences if Britain did
not join the euro single
currency. Britain kept

the pound, and avoided
much of the turmoil in
the eurozone in recent
years.
Carney told
Parliament’s Treasury
Committee that central
bank policymakers
were “not making a
judgement about the
potential outcome of
the referendum ... or an
assessment of the
potential consequences
of a leave vote”.
He said he would give
details of the bank’s
contingency planning at
a committee hearing on
March 8.
The looming June 23
vote has caused jitters
for Britain’s pound,
which hit a seven-year
low of US$1.4058
Monday before rallying
to just above US$1.41.
Carney noted there had
been an increase in
demand for protection
against falls in the
pound.
He said the currency’s
volatility has “spiked to
levels consistent with
around the height of the
Scottish referendum”
on independence in

Bank Of England Preparing Contingency
Plans For EU Vote

Governor of the Bank of England Mark Carney.
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By Staff Writer
A sweeping search over
a 21-day closure of Her
Majesty’s Prison uncov-
ered more than 200
items considered con-
traband, newly appoint-
ed Superintendent of
Prisons Junie Hodge
has revealed.
Mr. Hodge said prison
officials confiscated
125 cellular phones,
eight pounds of mari-
juana, 160
lighters, sev-
eral ice picks
and batteries. 
Hodge com-
mended the
PERT team
searchers  led
by Chief
Harris and
Sergeant Isaac
who, he said,
‘did a very
good job.

‘The exercise
in my opinion
bear fruits, so
that we are in a better
position from here
onward  as to how we
govern the facility so that
we can limit the number
of illegal stuff coming
into the prison,” Hodge
declared.
He  said the operation
was carried out based on
intelligence gathered  by
officers at the prison
The seized contraband
was shown to reporters at
the prison. Hodge said
following the search,
prison officials will take
new measures to prevent

future gatherings of con-
traband items.
“We are searching for a
full body scan machine
that can be placed at the
entrance of the prison,’
He said. ‘Once there is
any electrical (or) metal-
lic item, the buzzer will
go off.”
Once the system is in
place, everyone who
enters the prison will be
scanned - including the

prisons superintendent,
Hodge said.
Another new measure
will prevent individuals
from passing items to
prisoners at the gate, he
said. Visitors must now
enter the prison with the
items which will be
checked at the entrance
in their presence
Asked by The Observer,
if the investigation had
found any
officer involved in smug-
gling items to the
inmates, Hodge would
neither deny nor confirm.

He only stated that inves-
tigations are ongoing.
“As long as an officer is
found to be culpable of
undermining the lawful
presence here in the
prison, that person would
be taken into custody
with the necessary
amount of information
that would allow us to
charge that person,’‘ he
said. ‘First disciplinary,
so that he or she can be
dismissed or put on sus-

pension so
that he or she
may be
c h a r g e d
criminally.”
It was also
revealed that
rum was dis-
covered in
the posses-
sion of pris-
oners. The
O b s e r v e r
sought clari-
fication on
how alcohol
made its way
into the facil-

ity. The Superintendent
said  the inmates would
have a relative  or friend
throw it over the wall.
While no arrests have
been made, Hodge said
new CCTV cameras
would be installed at
strategic points on the
wall to catch future trans-
gressions.
Hodge  warned that  any
individual found leaving
illegal items at the facili-
ty or tossing them over
prison walls  is engaging
in a criminal act.

“When one would have
given one of these resi-
dents here at Her
Majesty’s Prison any
illegal substance that
ought not to be in the
prison, it is an offense —
a criminal offense,’ he

said.
‘We can consider you
giving one of the resi-
dents one of these cell
phones that you are aid-
ing and abetting this indi-
vidual from escaping
lawful custody.”  

Regarding the confisca-
tion of mobile phones
and sim cards, Hodge
said they are being inves-
tigated with the telecom-
munications company.
He also said several
items were turned over to
police for one of several
ongoing investigations. 
HMP was re-opened to
the public on Tuesday
(Feb 23) by the new
Superintendent after he
took office this month.

Large cache of contraband found in HMP,
changes to be implemented
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INCREDIBLE REAL ESTATE DEALS
BELOW MARKET PRICE.

A LOCAL LICENSED REAL ESTATE COMPANY IN 
ST. KITTS HAS SOME DISTRESSED PROPERTY DEALS
BEING OFFERED IN ST. KITTS THAT THE OWNERS ARE

WILLING TO SELL WAY UNDER MARKET PRICES.

IF YOU WANT A DEAL ON REAL ESTATE IN ST. KITTS THIS IS IT!!!!!

INTERESTED PERSONS WOULD NEED TO EMAIL TO:
OKSANA AT: observnv@sisterisles.kn AND SPECIFY THAT
YOU ARE INTERESTED IN THIS AD ON DISTRESSED
PROPERTY BUYS.  BE SURE WHEN YOU REPLY TO

INCLUDE YOUR HOME LANDLINE, WORK NUMBER, ALL
CELL NUMBERS AND THE EMAIL ADDRESS TO CONTACT YOU.

IF YOU LIVE OUTSIDE OF THE USA, CANADA, OR ST. KITTS
AND NEVIS, PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR SKYPE ADDRESS.

SOME OF THESE PROPERTIES ALSO INCLUDE PROPER-
TIES THAT QUALIFY FOR CITIZENSHIP IN ST. KITTS AND

NEVIS IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN THAT OPTION.

THIS REAL ESTATE COMPANY IS CURRENTLY RUNNING
A SPECIAL OFFER WHERE IF YOU PURCHASE A PROP-
ERTY BECAUSE YOU WANT TO GET CITIZENSHIP IN 
ST.  KITTS AND NEVIS, YOUR LEGAL CIU CITIZENSHIP
FEES WOULD BE PAID IF YOU BRING A COPY OF THIS

AD BEFORE YOU BUY.

THIS WILL SAVE YOU 1000’S OF DOLLARS IN LEGAL FEES. 



B R I D G E T O W N ,
Barbados – Caribbean
governments have been
urged to speed up legal
and regulatory reform
amid predictions of slow-
er economic growth for
the region, following last
year’s mixed fortunes.
The advice came from
the Caribbean
Development Bank
(CDB) which said that
overall growth remained
sluggish.
In its annual review of
the performance of
regional Borrowing
Member Countries
(BMCs), the Bank said
the global economic dif-
ficulties of 2015, includ-
ing the slowdown in
China and its effect on
markets elsewhere, had
an overall negative
impact on the region.
The vulnerability caused
by a heavy reliance on
overseas markets, as well
as the impact of natural
disasters such as storms
and drought particularly
in Dominica and The
Bahamas, stymied

growth. In some BMCs,
the reduction in
Correspondent Banking
Relationships (CBRs)
threatened the financial
systems and real
economies.
Recovery in the regional
tourism market contin-
ued last year with most
destinations seeing
increases in visitor
arrivals; and many
reported higher numbers
of the more lucrative
stay-over visitors. Along
with these positive
trends, there was an
uptick in tourism-related
construction. As a result,
Grenada, St. Kitts and
Nevis, and the Turks and
Caicos Islands (TCI)
each experienced growth
of more than four per
cent. For some of the
larger countries, such as
The Bahamas and
Barbados, the positive
tourism impact on
growth was more mod-
est.
At the same time, the
region’s five major com-
modity exporters –
Belize, Guyana, Haiti,

Suriname and Trinidad
and Tobago – had lower
growth than in 2014 as
commodity prices fell.
Significantly, Trinidad
and Tobago grew by just

0.2 per cent. The main
reason was a decline in
petroleum output, as
falling oil prices led to a
cut back in some
exploratory activities;
some oil and gas fields
matured; and there were
prolonged periods of
maintenance activity.
LNG output also fell.
The CDB noted that job-
lessness within the
region remained high.
“Many BMCs for which
2015 labour force data
were available continued
to experience double-
digit rates of unemploy-
ment. On the other hand,
unemployment fell in
Jamaica, Belize and also
in Barbados, despite that
country experiencing
public sector layoffs and
constrained employment
creation in the private
sector,” it said.
In the area of trade per-
formance, the region’s
biggest oil and gas
exporter, Trinidad and
Tobago saw its surplus in
2014 become a deficit in
2015. Suriname’s deficit
deteriorated on the back

of weaker oil and gold
prices. These movements
also lowered the value of
Guyana’s exports, but the
trade deficit narrowed
due to a reduced import
bill.
The non-oil producing
BMCs saw reductions in
their import bills.
The CDB said that with
high debt servicing
remaining a big chal-
lenge for a number of
countries, some contin-
ued to see improved per-
formances.
In its overall assessment,
CDB said that a number
of global uncertainties
will continue to impact
the Region. It’s project-
ing the region will grow
by just 0.3 per cent in
2016, but noted that this
growth rate was insuffi-
cient to address employ-
ment, equality and pover-
ty reduction issues. The
Bank said higher rates of
economic growth are
needed, as well as other
measures.
CDB suggested that its
BMCs need to be

Dynamic, Export-orient-
ed, Competitive,
Inclusive, Diverse and
E n v i r o n m e n t a l l y -
resilient economies
(DECIDE), in order to
achieve rates of growth
on a par with other fast
growing developing
countries.
“This will require that
BMCs focus on private
sector led growth; devel-
oping educated and flexi-
ble workforces, regional
integration to maximise
gains; governments
becoming business facili-
tators and efficient regu-
lators; and the region
achieving a high level of
energy security,” it said.
“CDB’s 2015/2016
research programme –
looking at poverty; help-
ing MSMEs; and
improving port opera-
tions – will identify a
number of policy actions
that could advance the
region’s sustainable
growth agenda. In addi-
tion, CDB will continue
to work with its BMCs to
address the other mea-
sures identified, helping
them towards DECIDE.”
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CDB predicts slower economic growth for region

CDB President Dr. Warren Smith (Left) Addressing The Bank’s Annual Media Conference. 
At his Left Is Director Of Economics Dr. Justin Ram.

  Advisory from
The St. Kitts-Nevis Observer...
BEWARE THE SCAMMERS!
Beware of correspondence which
purports to make you rich overnight.

DO NOT give out ANY 
information concerning your 

credit card, bank account, phone
number or even your address.



Puma ambassadors,
which include Jamaican
athletes Asafa Powell
and Usain Bolt, helped
the international athletics
brand increase sales by
double-digits, according
to its newly released year
end results.
It signals the continued
importance of local talent
and international celebri-
ty to the global company.
“The partnerships with
Puma’s most elite ambas-
sadors - the World’s
fastest man Usain Bolt,
star striker Sergio
Aguero, Golfstar Rickie
Fowler, Arsenal Football
Club, Borussia
Dortmund, the Jamaican
and Cuban Olympic

Federations, multi-plat-
inum recording artiste,
designer and entrepre-
neur Rihanna, and more -
have played a major role
in increasing the brand
heat and sell-through for
Puma in 2015,” said
Puma CEO Bjorn Gulden
in statements accompa-
nying the financials.
YEAR OF SOLID
SALES
The company expects
sales to rise further dur-
ing the summer
Olympics based on the
expected increased brand
exposure.
“With major improve-
ments in the product
offering, improved

sourcing and higher
investments in market-
ing, Puma is confident
that 2016 will be a year
of solid sales growth
with an initial improve-
ment of profitability,”
said Gulden, adding that
the company expects
earnings before interest
and taxation for the full-
year 2016 to range
between €115 million
and €125 million, with
net earnings forecast to
improve corresponding-
ly.
“We look forward to a
great sports year with the
Olympic Games in Rio,
Copa America in the
United States and the
UEFA Euro 2016 in
France. We feel we are

well prepared with better
products, more and better
marketing and an even
closer cooperation with
our retailers,” he said.

Group sales increased 14
per cent to €3.4 billion
over 12 months ending
December 2015 but its
net earnings dipped from
€64.1 million to €37.1

million year on year. In
late 2014, the company
launched its largest
advertising campaign to
date dubbed ‘Forever
Faster’, led by Bolt and
Barbadian pop star
Rihanna. The campaign
seeks to position Puma as
the ‘Fastest Sports
Brand’ in the world.
In 2015, Puma developed
a completely new
‘Forever Faster’ store
concept for its own retail
stores. This concept was
first introduced at the
group headquarters in
Herzogenaurach and then
in 14 additional locations
during the year. Puma
said the new store con-
cept optimises the pre-
sentation of its products
and related technologies.
“In December 2015, we
extended our roster of
world-class athletes in
our Running and
Training category
through a new endorse-
ment partnership with
Canadian sprint sensa-
tion Andre De Grasse,
which followed a number
of other signings, includ-
ing Asafa Powell and
Jenna Prandini,” the

C M Y K
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Bolt’s Celebrity Continues To Pay Off For Puma

In this October 7, 2015 photo, Jamaica’s sprint star
Usain Bolt plays a mini football match against
Dario Benedetto of Argentina, who plays for the
America team in the Mexican league, during a pro-
motional event for Puma at a department store in
Mexico City.



Apple Inc will tell a fed-
eral judge this week in
legal papers that its fight
with the FBI over access-
ing a locked and encrypt-
ed iPhone should be
kicked to Congress,
rather than decided by
courts, The Associated
Press has learned.
Apple will also argue
that the Obama adminis-
tration’s request to help it
hack into an iPhone in
the federal investigation
of the San Bernardino
attack is improper under
an 18th century law, the
1789 All Writs Act,
which has been used to
compel companies to
provide assistance to law
enforcement.
A lead attorney for
Apple, Theodore J.
Boutrous Jr, previewed
for the AP some of the
company’s upcoming
arguments in the case.
Apple’s chief executive,
Tim Cook, has also hint-
ed at the company’s
courtroom strategy.
Apple’s effort would
move the contentious
policy debate between
digital privacy rights and

national security inter-
ests to Congress, where
Apple — one of the
world’s most respected
technology companies
— wields considerably
more influence. Apple
spent nearly US$5 mil-
lion lobbying Congress
last year, mostly on tax
and copyright issues.
Key lawmakers have
been openly divided
about whether the gov-
ernment’s demands in the
case go too far.
Magistrate Judge Sheri
Pym in California
ordered Apple last week
to create specialised soft-
ware to help the FBI
hack into a locked, coun-
ty-issued iPhone used by
a gunman in the mass
shootings last December
in San Bernardino,
California. Syed Farook
and his wife, Tashfeen
Malik, killed 14 people
at an office holiday party
in an attack at least part-
ly inspired by the Islamic
State group.
“The government is real-
ly seeking to push the
courts to do what they
haven’t been able to per-

suade Congress to do,”
Boutrous said in an AP
interview. “That’s to give
it more broad, sweeping
authority to help the
Department of Justice
hack into
devices, to have
a backdoor into
devices, and the
law simply
does not pro-
vide that
authority.”
White House
s p o k e s m a n ,
Josh Earnest,
this week dis-
puted that
C o n g r e s s
should settle
the issue and
called the gov-
e r n m e n t ’ s
request narrow.
Earnest said the
m a g i s t r a t e
judge “came down in
favour of our law
enforcement” after eval-
uating arguments by
Apple and the FBI.
Apple hasn’t yet made
any filings in the case
because the Justice
Department asked the
magistrate to rule before
Apple had an opportunity
to object.

“Sending complicated
things to Congress is
often not the surest way
to get a quick answer,”
Earnest said. “In fact,
even asking some of the

most basic questions of
Congress sometimes
does not ensure a quick
answer.”
Apple intends to argue
that the 1789 law has
never been used to com-
pel a company to write
software to help the gov-
e r n m e n t .
Michael Zweiback, the
former chief of the
cybercrimes section of
the U.S. Attorney’s
Office in Los Angeles,
said it was highly unusu-
al for the US to ask
Apple to give the FBI
specialised software that

would weaken the digital
locks on the iPhone.
“There’s a significant
legal question as to
whether the All Writs Act

can be used to
order a compa-
ny to create
something that
may not
p r e s e n t l y
e x i s t , ”
Z w e i b a c k
said. He said
as a former
prosecutor he
was sympa-
thetic to the
government’s
case, but he
d e s c r i b e d
Apple’s argu-
ments as
strong and
said the issue
has broad
implications.

“We are not the only
ones who are asking for
encryption keys,” he
said. “The Chinese gov-
ernment has made simi-
lar demands upon them,
the European Union has
made similar demands
upon them, so the impli-
cations are really not
even national. They’re
international in scope.”
Another expert, Mark
Bartholomew, a profes-
sor specialising in cyber-
law at SUNY Buffalo,
said Apple may have a
compelling case arguing

that it would be unfair to
force it to make its
devices less secure,
though it’s not clear
whether courts would
agree that Congress
should decide the matter.
“When you’re requiring
a private entity not just to
unlock something, or not
just to show you some-
thing, but to actually
change their design —
then you start getting into
different grounds,”
Bartholomew said. “It
makes the stakes higher.
It makes us, I think, more
sympathetic to what
Apple is arguing for. It
seems more violative of
Apple’s independence.”
The US has used the All
Writs Act at least three
times — most recently in
1980 — to compel a
phone company to pro-
vide a list of dialled num-
bers, but in those cases
the technology and tools
already existed, said
Jennifer Granick, an
attorney and director of
civil liberties and the
Stanford Center for
Internet and Society.
“This is a terrorism
investigation that’s
solved. We know who
did it,” Granick said.
“What happens so often
is we do something that’s
justified for terrorism,
but it’s going to get used
in regular, run-of-the-
mill cases.”

Basseterre, St.
Kitts, (RSC-
NPF): A com-
bined search
operation by the
Special Services
Unit (SSU), the
Anti-Drug Unit
and the St. Kitts
and Nevis
Defence Force
resulted in the
seizure of a
.40mm pistol
and a magazine
with  matching
.40mm ammuni-
tion. 
The search oper-
ation in Ottley’s
Village around
6.30pm on Tuesday
(February 23) resulted

in the stop and search of
a group of young

men.  A seven-
teen (17) year
old male within
the group was
discovered to
have on his per-
son the illegal
firearm and
ammunition. 
He was arrested

and interviewed
in the presence
of his mother.
Charges would
be forthcoming. 

This brings to
three (3) the
number of illegal
f i r e a r m s
removed from

our communities so far
in 2016.
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Apple: Congress, Not Courts, Must Decide iPhone Access

ILLEGAL FIREARM SEIZED
DURING STOP AND SEARCH

IN OTTLEY’S



B R I D G E T O W N ,Barbados – Antigua &Barbuda has beenwarned that it could findit increasingly difficult toaccess grant funding.
The warning comes fromthe President of theCaribbean DevelopmentBank (CDB) Dr. WarrenSmith who explained thatthe challenge for Antiguaand Barbuda lies with itsper capita income.
“Antigua and Barbuda,because of their level ofper capita income fallsinto that category ofcountries which don’treally benefit from grantproceeds,” Dr. Smith toldCaribbean News Service(CNS).
“Antigua and Barbudahas sort of slipped under

the fence as far as theUK-CIF is concerned.What it means howeveris that because of theimminent graduation forAntigua and Barbudathat they will have toutilise their share of theCIF money before theend of this year.
“We are going to beworking closely with theGovernment of Antiguato ensure that they findthe appropriate pipelineto be able to move thoseresources; that is ourintent,” Dr. Smith added.
The UK-CIF (UK-Caribbean InfrastructureFund) is a £300 initiativeannounced by BritishPrime Minister DavidCameron during his visitto Jamaica in September2015.

The fund will be admin-istered by the CDB, whohave set-up a dedicatedteam to run it.
There are nine beneficia-ry countries: Jamaica;Guyana; Belize;Dominica; Grenada; StLucia; Antigua &Barbuda; St Vincent &The Grenadines, andMontserrat.
Priority projects are like-ly to be in: roads;bridges; water supply &treatment; sea and riverdefences; ports and solidwaste management.
In addition, there will bean extra £30 million tostrengthen hospital infra-structure, and £30 mil-lion to improve the man-agement of publicfinances.

REGIONAL NEWS

Grant Funding Available;
But For Antigua & Barbuda
The Well Runs DrySpace
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THE Trinidad unit of
Anglo-Dutch oil and gas
giant Royal Dutch Shell
(Shell) is letting go of 50
employees and 30 con-
tractors from the compa-
ny’s Point Lisas lubri-
cants division, Trinidad-
based Shell chairman
Luis Prado was quoted
as saying in an e-mail to
employees on Tuesday.
“For a number of years,
we have implemented
many measures to try to
improve and sustain the
plant’s ability to be more
competitive in the

Caribbean lubricants
m a r k e t .
“However, after doing a
significant regional port-
folio review, we have
made the difficult deci-
sion to close the Point
Lisas plant,” he said.
Prado added: “I am sorry
to say this decision will
impact approximately 50
Shell employees and
about 30 contractors.”
The plant will cease
operations in June and
will be sold as an indus-
trial facility, Prado said.
He reportedly told

employees the decision
was independent of the
global BG-Shell US$70
billion merger complet-
ed last week.
His assurance, however,
suggests there is room
for more job cuts at the
company, as Shell said
in December it would
cut about 2,800 jobs
globally to meet a pledge
of reducing operating
costs by US$3.5 billion
following its takeover of
BG Group plc.

Shell to close Pt Lisas
plant: 80 affected
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CARACAS, Venezuela – Venezuelan
opposition legislator José Manuel
Olivares has added his voice to claims
that the country has under-reported
hundreds of thousands of cases of the
Zika virus currently sweeping the
region.
Olivares assertion joins similar con-
cerns shared by everyone from mem-
bers of the local medical fraternity to
the health minister of neighbouring
Colombia.
“I hope that President Nicolas Maduro
will not continue putting policy and
ideology before the health and life of
Venezuelans,” said Olivares, who also
claims that the socialist country lacks
the necessary supplies to effectively
combat the outbreak.
Olivares, chair of the subcommittee on
health in Venezuela’s National
Assembly, estimates that between
400,000 and 500,000 Venezuelans have
contracted the Zika virus.
He recently visited Washington to
appeal for aid from the World Health
Organization (WHO).
“What we did was provide continuity
to the declaration of the humanitarian
health crisis that the Venezuelan
Parliament made,” he told Infobae.
“This declaration seeks to solve the
health crisis in the country, marking a
roadmap to seek solutions to the deep
crisis of health, lack of medicines,
increases in the levels of maternal mor-
tality, cancer mortality, and child mor-
tality.”
Last month, Venezuela’s
Pharmaceutical Federation declared a
“humanitarian emergency,” announc-
ing that 150 drugs were completely
unavailable nationwide.
Some pharmacies had even resorted to
selling veterinary medications to peo-
ple as a last resort, they said.
On February 12, the government con-
firmed three deaths related to Zika
while also noting an increase in the rare
Guillain-Barré syndrome.
President Maduro said officials only
confirmed 319 cases of Zika, but doc-
tors have monitored 5,221 suspected
cases since February 8. At that time,
doctors documented 21 deaths related
to the syndrome.
Olivares accused the government of
lying.
“In its first statement about Zika, the
government says it has only 3,000 sus-
pected cases and acknowledges 255
cases of the Guillain-Barré syndrome,”
he said.
“When one reviews the literature, you
realize that one in 1,000 to 2,000 cases
of Zika developed the syndrome. That
is the statistic.
“This means the numbers don’t add up.
This is a big lie from the government
because if you have 255 Guillain-Barré
cases you cannot have 3,000 suspected
cases of Zika. You have to have at least

250,000…
“From November to the first week of
February there were almost 360,000
cases of fever. We do not know why.
They are extras and different from
those expected these months. We main-
tain that there are 400,000 to 500,000
cases of Zika in Venezuela.”
His statements echoed concerns
expressed by Colombian Health
Minister Alejandro Gaviria, who
claimed that Venezuela has hidden hun-
dreds of thousands of Zika cases,
which could cause major problems for
the other South and Central American
countries fighting the disease.
Gaviria insists the socialist country is
the weakest link in the fight because
officials have “no systematic reporting

of the data.” The lack of data worries
Colombian officials because the coun-
tries share borders.
The Norte de Santandar province of
Colombia, which shares a border with
Venezuela, has the highest number of
Zika cases in Colombia. It also has the
largest amount of pregnant women
with the virus.
“This is a serious problem,” Gaviria
said.
In Venezuela, the local medical com-
munity has demanded that officials
publish all statistics on the Zika virus.
The publication of epidemic lists
ceased last year.
“The Ministry of Health must be the
first to issue warnings about the exis-

tence of a public health threat; they
cannot be the last one to speak,” said
Jose Oletta, former health minister who
now works with the Network to Defend
National Epidemiology.
“We already have a weakened health
care system, which tends to make these
problems spread more rapidly. Add to
that the lack of information and it’s a
perfect storm.”
Meanwhile, the Venezuelan Society of
Public Health claimed surveys from
non-governmental organizations dis-
covered “a rise of acute fever in the
past six months that could correspond
to 400,000 cases of Zika.”
China recently confirmed its first Zika
case after a 34-year-old man returned
from Venezuela.

Venezuela government accused of Zika virus cover-up



east london
Hayley Matthews and
Britney Cooper fash-
ioned half-centuries but
it was Deandra Dottin’s
five-wicket haul which
undermined South Africa
Women and fired West
Indies Women to a 16-

run victory in the open-
ing One-Day
International yesterday.
Opting to bat first at
Buffalo Park, the
Caribbean side rattled up
214 for seven off their 50
overs with opener
Matthews hitting 56 and

middle order
batsman Britney
Cooper finish-
ing unbeaten on
5 5 .
Dottin laid the
groundwork for
her fine all-
rounder perfor-
mance with a

busy 28, while
S h e m a i n e
Campbell chipped
in with 26.
Leg-spinner Dane
van Niekerk (two
for 25), seamer
Shabnim Ismail

(two for 40) and leg-
spinner Sune Luus (two
for 50) all finished with
two wickets each.
In reply, the hosts were
cruising at 82 for two in
the 23rd over until Dottin
intervened with a devas-
tating spell of five for 34
to send the innings crash-
ing to 198 all out off 48.5
overs.
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DOTTIN DELIVERS

B R I D G E T O W N ,
Barbados – The
Citizenship By
Investment (CBI)
Programmes, which are
now operating in five
Eastern Caribbean coun-
tries, could be viewed as
both a blessing and a
challenge.
The persistent decline in
foreign direct investment
caused by the world
financial crisis has been
cited by at least one
country as the grounds
for deciding to initiate a
CBI programme.
But the President of the
Caribbean Development
Bank (CDB), Dr. Warren
Smith, told Caribbean
News Service (CNS),
“the challenge for small
countries in this business
is the complexities of the
due diligence that’s
required to ensure that
you don’t become part
and parcel of internation-
al criminal networks.

Small countries don’t
have as easy access to the
types of investigatory
and due diligence mecha-
nisms that larger coun-
tries would have.
“It doesn’t mean howev-
er that it is not possible
for countries of our size
to be able to develop
relationships that would
enable them to be able to
access that information,”
Dr. Smith said.
The programmes in the
Caribbean have set off
alarm bells in the United
States because there is
concern that Iranian
nationals could be buy-
ing citizenship and using
these passports to travel
to the US or make invest-
ments which violate US
sanctions. This forced St
Kitts to exclude Iranians
from purchasing citizen-
ship under its pro-
gramme.
The UK has similar con-
cerns because the citi-

zens of Dominica, being
a Commonwealth coun-
try, get special privileges
in the UK.
The sale of citizenship
has also put in jeopardy
the ability of citizens of
these Caribbean coun-
tries to travel to over 100
countries without having
to get a visa.
Dr. Smith still believes
that Citizenship By
Investment is a legiti-
mate activity for
Caribbean countries to be
involved in.
And he said the CDB has
had informal discussions
with some of its
Borrowing Member
Countries (BMCs) who
are either currently active
in or are desirous of get-
ting involved in this kind
of business.
“The nature of the dis-
cussions has been along
the lines of technical
assistance to help them to

get an understanding of
what they need to do;
what are the critical fac-
tors that they need to
address; what are the

mechanisms and the link-
ages that they need to
develop in order for them
to be able to operate
effectively in that space

without getting them-
selves into difficulties as
has happened from time
to time in some of our
countries,” Dr. Smith

For Caribbean Countries, Citizenship By Investment Is
Both A Blessing And A Challenge

Runs and wickets
in 1st ODI:
Deandra Dottin

Seattle
Trinidad and Tobago
international Joevin Jones
made his debut for new
club Seattle Sounders,
playing the entire 90 min-
utes, as the Americans
opened their competitive
season with a 2-2 draw
against Mexico’s Club
America as the CONCA-
CAF Champions League
resumed on Tuesday
night. 
Before 40,000 Seattle
fans, Jones was playing
his first Sounders match
since transferring from
the Chicago Fire.
Although having to wear
gloves to deal with the
cold, Jones looked very
solid all night and got
special mention from
Seattle goalie Stefan

F r e i .  
“He (Joevin Jones)
played well. He is a very,
very good player and a
great addition for us,” 
Frei said. “He knows
when to go forward and
he has good pace. He is
also a good defender.
He can shuttle players out
wide and if they take it
out wide he still has the
pace to catch up and then
close it down.
Frei continued: “I am
really happy he is on the
squad. Like I said, it is
going to take us a little bit
of time to gel for all of us
again and get into the
rhythm of things but I’m
happy for all of the guys
in front of me.”
In a topsy turvy affair,
Mexican international
Oribe Peralta scored the
equaliser in the 70th

minute to earn defending
champions America a 2-2
draw with the Seattle
Sounders in the first leg
of their quarter-final at
CenturyLink Field on
Tuesday night.
Carlos Darwin Quintero
also netted for the
Mexican powerhouses in
the 45th minute, nullify-
ing a brace by United
States international Clint
Dempsey (44th, 52nd) in
a lively and entertaining
e n c o u n t e r .
Peralta, the 2013 CON-
CACAF Player of the
Year, stabbed home a
right-wing feed from
Rubens Sambueza at the
edge of the six-box to
record a vital away goal.
Quintero and Peralta each
scored their 21st SSCL
goal as they moved with-
in four of the all-time

leader, Santos Laguna’s
Javier Orozco, who net-
ted an overwhelming
majority of those goals
with Cruz Azul.
Both teams had early
close encounters.
In the 12th minute,
Sounders forward Jordan
Morris, making his pro
debut, forced Club
America goalkeeper
Hugo Gonzalez to swat
away his effort from an
Andreas Ivanschitz cor-
ner kick.
Club America came close
in the 27th minute, with
Rubens Sambueza ram-
ming a shot off the cross-
b a r .
Just as the opening half
was coming to a close,
each side found the back
of the net.
Dempsey put the hosts
ahead in the 44th minute,

curling a 25-yard free
kick around a four-
man wall and past
goalkeeper Gonzalez
into the upper right
corner. It was
Dempsey’s first
SCCL goal of his
c a r e e r .
The Aguilas did not
waste any time retali-
ating as they caught
Seattle napping.
Quintero latched onto
Sambueza’s long ball,
got a step on defender
Brad Evans and beat
goalkeeper Frei to the
near right post in the
45th minute.
Dempsey again gave the
Sounders to a 2-1 advan-
tage seven minutes after
the break, heading home
an Ivanschitz corner from
seven-yards out.
Frei kept the game dead-

locked in the 88th minute
by knocking away a
Paolo Goltz free kick.
The second leg will be
played next Wednesday at
the Estadio Azteca in
Mexico.

Good Sounders debut for Joevin Jones

Closed down: Club America
forward Oribe Peralta, left,
has a shot on goal deflected
by Seattle Sounders defend-
er Tyrone Mears during the
first half of their CONCA-
CAF Champions League
quarter-final, Tuesday, in
Seattle, Washington, USA.
Photo: AP
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PORT OF SPAIN,
Trinidad – CNC3
Television says it had no
intention of misleading
the public when it edited
a video showing the
arrest of one of its televi-
sion hosts last week.
“Since its inception,
CNC3 News has always
upheld the highest stan-
dards of journalism, and
we recommit ourselves
to those,” the television
station said in a state-
ment.
“We wish to make it
clear that at no point did
CNC3 intend to deliber-
ately mislead the public
in our reporting on the
arrest of (Ian) Alleyne,”
it added.
Over the last weekend,
the Media Association of

Trinidad and Tobago
(MATT) said in a state-
ment that CNC3’s exclu-
sion of certain utterances
by Alleyne from its tele-
cast of the incident had
misled the public, and
had been a breach of
basic journalistic ethics.
MATT’s statement said
the full tape was only
aired by a rival station.
Alleyne, who hosts the
show, “Crime Watch”
was arrested last Tuesday
by Inspector Roger
Alexander, who also
hosts a television show
“Beyond the Tape” on a
rival television station
after Alleyne had been
ordered to leave a crime
scene in Chaguanas in
Central Trinidad.
Alleyne is due to re-

appear in court later this
month on charges related
to the incident and over
the weekend he said he
had filed a complaint
with the authorities
alleging police brutality.
In the statement, CNC3
said that “In our desire to
abide by the provisions
of the
Telecommunicat ions
Act, we removed offen-
sive material from the
video of the arrest of Mr
Alleyne which was now
lawfully fit to be pub-
lished in a newscast.
“In hindsight, we recog-
nise that we should have
also publicly indicated
that an obscenity was
used. If any of our view-
ers were misled, we
unreservedly apologise,”
CNC3 said.

Host of Crime Watch Ian Alleyne

Television Apologises For
“Doctoring” Arrest Tape
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B R I D G E T O W N ,
Barbados – The
Caribbean Development
Bank (CDB) said while
some regional countries
might find it “prudent” to
abolish some taxes, it
would advise a different
approach.
“What we are advocating
at the Caribbean
Development Bank is
that we have sustainable
fiscal balances,” Dr.
Justin Ram, Director of
Economics at the CDB
said a press conference
held here on Wednesday.
“That means that govern-
ments need to efficiently
collect revenue and they
need to be very prudent
in the way they spend
those revenues and target
that expenditure where it
is most required. For
some territories it might
be prudent for them to
remove or reduce some

levels of taxes.”
In January this year,

Antigua and Barbuda
Prime Minister Gaston
Browne announced that

effective April, personal
income tax will be abol-
ished in its entirety.

The Prime Minster who
made the announcement
in his presentation of the
2016 Budget said this
was a promise made to
the people of Antigua
and Barbuda during the
election campaign.
“Abolishing Personal
Income Tax is an impor-
tant reform. Not only will
it put more money in the
pockets of the people, so
that they can save or
spend more for the bene-
fit of the economy as
whole, it will help to re-
establish our country as
one of the most competi-
tive in the Caribbean and
beyond.”
He said with the elimina-
tion of the income tax,
EC$30 million will be
back in the pockets of the
people.
But Dr. Ram said the
removal of personal

income tax is not one
size that fits all across the
region.
“Certainly I don’t think
that we should be even
advocating that. What I
really want to advocate
here is that governments
need to focus on efficient
collection of revenues
and those include tax and
non-tax revenues and
look at prudent expendi-
ture of those revenues,
targeted where govern-
ments and where society
can get the best for their
money,” he said.
“We’re advocating for
fiscal consolidation and
the reduction of debt to
GDP ratio. We believe
that that will provide the
environment that brings
stability and lead inter-
nally to an environment
that encourages greater
private sector invest-
ment.”

C M Y K
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CDB Would Not Advise Abolishing Personal Income Tax

Director of Economics at the CDB Dr. Justin Ram (left) 
and CDB President Dr. Warren Smith

It was a proud moment
for teenager Shian
Brathwaite who made his
umpiring debut recently
when Wanderers and
Pickwick juniors played
in the ongoing Barbados
Cricket Supplies-spon-
sored Barbados Cricket
Association’s Under-13
Cricket Competition.
Perhaps one of the
youngest if not the
youngest umpire in
Barbados at age 16,
Brathwaite told Barbados
TODAY he was hoping
for a call after passing
the umpires course last
year and when he finally
got the call to officiate
his first match he became
a bit anxious but was
grateful for the opportu-
nity.
“From when I was
younger I always fancy
being an umpire. I just

like doing everything an
umpire has to do. So
when I got older I asked
my coach Trevor Alleyne
if I could umpire and he
advised me to do it and
so far I am loving it,” he
said.
A happy-looking
Brathwaite graced
Foursquare Oval cricket
ground in St Phillip
around noon in his
capacity as a umpire
beside the owner of
Barbados Cricket Suplies
Leslie Reifer who is also
a First Class umpire at
the regional level.
The fifth-form
Combermere student
explained he felt a bit
nervous during his first
over but became more
relaxed thanks to words
of encouragement from
Reifer who he looks up
to and with whom he was

pleased to umpire.
“He told me not to
worry about any-
thing, don’t hustle
and just enjoy
myself.
“It was a pleasure
to walk out on to
the field with Mr
Reifer seeing him
on television
umpiring first class
games made me
happy to be offici-
ating my first game
with him. I also
look up to him because
like myself he did the
(umpires) course young
and therefore we have
something in common,”
said the former Hilda
Skeene pupil.
It seems umpiring isn’t
the only thing Brathwaite
has his eyes set on. He
told Barbados TODAY of

his intention to one day
represent West Indies as
an opening batsman.
Currently a member of
the Barbados under-17
cricket team, Brathwaite
revealed that sometime
this year he will make his
debut for Wanderers, a
club that has some West
Indies players in the line-

up including captain
Jason Holder.
The talented right handed
opener who already has
nine centuries in his
young career with four of
those being for
Combermere, will join
his uncle Shawn
Armstrong at Wanderers.

“My intention is to
make the Barbados
senior team at age
eighteen or nineteen
and I am working
towards that. Cricket is
my main focus. I am
just doing umpiring in
my free time and it
actually helps me with
my cricket in terms of
knowing the rules,”
said Brathwaite, who
once captained
Combermere’s under-
13 and 15 teams.
The young lad from
Bayfield, St Phillip
said he did not intend
to lose sight of his
goals and would con-

tinue to chart his course
and hopefully one day
join an elite list of inter-
national cricketers from
his school such as the
great Sir Wesley Hall,
current West Indies Test
vice-captain and opening
batsman Kraigg
Brathwaite along with
all-rounder Carlos
Brathwaite and many

Howzat, Shian!

BRADES, Montserrat –
Authorities of the
Montserrat Volcano
Observatory (MVO) are
investigating and moni-
toring a sink hole in the
area of North West Bluff,
on the north coast of this
island, about 12 kilome-
tres from the Soufrière
Hills Volcano.

The Observatory said
during a routine heli-
copter flight to a GPS
station recently, authori-
ties discovered the circu-
lar sinkhole, which is
said to be approximately
five metres in diameter
and 20 to 30 metres deep.
“A ground collapse has
generated a vertical pit,

at least 30 metres deep. It
is five metres across at
the top and has near-ver-
tical sides, although it
narrows to about one
metre towards the base.
It is thought to have
formed within the last
month, when we last
overflew this area. Initial
investigations from the
ground revealed the pres-

ence of small amounts of
steam rising from the
sinkhole. However, no
obvious signs of a high-
temperature heat source
could be detected with a
thermal camera,” said
MVO officials
Residents, particularly
livestock farmers have
been warned not to ven-

ture to the
area as
there’s sig-
n i f i c a n t
c r a c k i n g
around the
edge of the
sinkhole.
The MVO team said it is
“deploying several
instruments in the area to

monitor for further activ-
ity.”
These include a SPIDER

Sink Hole Discovered On Montserrat
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While Caribbean tourism
took a giant stride for-
ward in 2015, Dominica
took a step back.
Figures released last
week by the Barbados-
based Caribbean Tourism
Organization (CTO)
revealed that Dominica
was one of only five of
30 countries whose
tourism arrival numbers
were worse last year than
in 2014. The others are
Antigua & Barbuda,
Bermuda, Martinique
and Suriname. In addi-
tion, cruise numbers for
the year were down 2.5
per cent to 279,341 vis-
its. 
The 0.3 per cent drop in
stayover arrvals - 48,154
tourists– was for January
to July and did not take
into consideration the
devastating hit that the
country took from
Tropical Storm Erika and
the subsequent decision
to cancel the World
Creole Music Festival.
This means the situation
is expected to be even
more grim when the final
numbers are revealed.
The minister of tourism
Robert Tonge did not
comment on the coun-
try's performance, telling
The Sun that he would

issue a press release,
which had not been
received up until press
time.
However, hotelier
Athie Martin said
the numbers were
not surprising.
"What is being
revealed blatantly
is the overall
inability of the
management group
of the country to
have a strategy that
can be executed.
So whether its's
storm recovery, or
Black Sigatoka, or
s t i m u l a t i n g
arrivals, or whether
it's the young peo-
ple that you are just
shoveling through
universal education
– it's like shovelling
through and at the end
you fall in a pit," Martin
told The Sun. " So the
evidence is there is no
body in control."
The environmentalist
held little hope for a
quick recovery, pointing
to glaring signs of the
scars left by TS Erika as
proof that the situation is
hopeless. 
"You had a storm nearly
six months ago and when
you drive around the

country you can still see
the effects of the storm –
and this is a main thor-

oughfare. There is no
evidence there is a plan." 
Martin complained that
the Roosevelt Skerrit
government was placing
less and less attention on
tourism or other sectors
and was putting all its
hopes in "the least com-
mon denominator", the
sale of passports and
whatever assets the coun-
try still has.
"They have made the sale
of the country the means
to finance the country,"

he said. "It's like a snake
eating itself and in the
end there is no snake

left."
He spoke of tourism and
the country on a whole
being stuck "on a road to
nowhere" and of a coun-
try feeding on itself with
very little left to eat. 
The fall in tourism num-

bers, he suggested, was
symptomatic of the
malaise that has gripped

the country.
"It goes beyond the
notion of a failed
state, it's a disap-
peared state. So it's
a place on the map
but not a country.
In the end, it's not
even a place that
people will want to
come to."
Martin said in
order to improve
arrivals, the prod-
uct must improve.
He spoke of a poor
health care system,
failing agriculture,
diminishing exper-
tise and a lack of
interest in the

development of the
island's human resources. 
Unless these and many
other issues that face the
country are resolved,
tourism will go nowhere
fast, he concluded.
"What's next? There's no
shortcut. If we have to

make this place attractive
for people to come and
have an experience, we
have to make it attractive
to those of us who live
here. For us to think of a
hospitality industry that
is different from whoever
lives here you're making
the same mistakes," he
said.
Martin recommended
protection of the environ-
ment and the country's
natural resources, insist-
ing that "we must protect
our rivers in the same
way Barbados protects
its beaches."
But he was worried that
nothing of note would be
done to remedy the ailing
tourism industry, fearing
that when the numbers
are released at this time
next year, they will show
more of the same, with
the country taking anoth-
er step back.
"I no longer put it on
incompetence, I put it to
a total lack of caring," he
said. "A total lack of car-
ing, which leads to some-
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Grim 2015 tourism figures
Dominica's among five Caribbean countries where
tourism arrivals were worst in 2015 than 2014. 

And that's before TS Erika

Two tourists look at one of the two Trafalgar waterfalls 

PORT OF SPAIN,
Trinidad – The United
States has added Trinidad
and Tobago to the travel
alert list of more than 30
countries in the region in
which the mosquito
borne Zika virus has
been detected.
However, health minister
Terrence Deyalsingh
says his ministry was
dealing with the Zika
virus very seriously.
So far there has been one
confirmed case of the
virus here.
According to
Deyalsingh, two addi-
tional blood samples are
being tested for the Zika
virus, but the results have
not are not yet known.
With the publication of a
new list, the US Centre
for Disease Control
(CDC) announced that it

was investigating 14 new
reports of sexual trans-
mission of the Zika virus,
which included several
pregnant women.
The CDC also stated that
people who were having
sex use condoms because
of reports that the virus
could be sexually trans-
mitted.

Several Caribbean
Community (CARI-
COM) countries, includ-
ing Barbados, Jamaica,
Guyana and Suriname
have all recorded cases
of the virus which the
World Health
Organisation (WHO)
declared an international
public health emergency.

Trinidad & Tobago Placed
On US Zika Advisory List
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Antigua & Barbuda
may no longer have to
fear being placed on a
US Priority Watch List
after the Antigua based
company at the centre
of the dispute shut
down its website and
ceased sales.
A group of major
Hollywood studios and
technology partners
last week had asked
the US government to
intervene to stop the
Antigua based firm
SlySoft selling its Blu-
ray ripping software
AnyDVD.

The firms seeking to
have the US put pres-
sure on the country
included, Warner Bros,
Disney, Microsoft and
Intel.
Torrent Freak reports
earlier this month,
AACS LA, the decryp-
tion licensing outfit,
reminded the US
Government about the
unauthorized activities
of SlySoft.
SlySoft is reportedly
known for selling vari-
ous copyright protec-
tion circumvention
tools including the

popular AnyDVD soft-
ware, of which it sold
tens of thousands of
copies over the years.
In 2014 AACS-LA won
a court case against the
software manufacturer
in Antigua, where a
local court found
SlySoft owner
Giancarlo Bettini
guilty of six charges
under the 2003
Copyright Act and
ordered him to pay a
fine of $5,000 per
offense. Failure to pay
would result in six
months in jail for each

offense.
However, despite the
win for AACS, reports

are not much changed.
SlySoft’s owner imme-
diately filed an appeal,
which effectively put
the convictions on
hold. Meanwhile,
AnyDVD remained
widely available.

This changed yester-
day when the site’s
domain’s main name-
servers were removed.

Initially, it was unclear
what triggered the
downtime, but yester-
day SlySoft put up a
brief statement con-
firming that legal
problems are the cause.

Torrent Freak says
while there’s no confir-
mation on the exact
reason for the sudden
shutdown, it’s not
unlikely that AACS-
LA’s pressure on the
United States Trade
Representative had a
significant impact.

In its request, the
licensing company
asks the US govern-
ment to place Antigua
on its copyright
Priority Watch List,
effectively escalating
it into an “international
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Antiguan firm Slysoft ceases operations
as US pressure builds
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Bitt rolls onto scene
C O M M E R C I A L
BANKS IN Barbados
have been warned not to
ignore the growing use of
digital bitcoin currency
in the local market.

Gabriel Abed and Oliver
Gale, the young co-
founders of Bitt Inc., the

company issuing digital
bitcoins, the electronic
alternative currency to
cash, said local banks
were not keen to join the
movement though the
company’s operation had
received the blessing of
the Central Bank of
Barbados and the

Financial Services
Commission (FSC).

The two pioneers
launched the company on
Monday night during a
function at the Buzo
Osteria Italiana, The
Pavillion, Hastings,
Christ Church.

The men behind the
launch of the Bitt elec-
tronic currency in
Barbados are
Trinidadian investor
Peter George (left),
Oliver Gale (centre)
chief financial officer
and co-founder and
Gabriel Abed, the com-
pany’s chief executive
officer and co-founder.
(Picture by Maurice
Giles.)

Photo Caption: AN
artist’s impressions of the
Hyatt hotel on Lower
Bay Street, The City.
(GP)

The AMBER light is on,
awaiting the green for
construction of a multi-
story Hyatt hotel on
Lower Bay Street that

will transform the
Bridgetown landscape.

One of the principals
involved in the project,
businessman Mark
Maloney, said yesterday
the developers were
“working on the
Government’s regulatory
processes” and “hopeful-

ly, any day now we will
be able to get the go”.

The near 200-room
hotel/condominium com-
plex with restaurant, con-
ference facilities and
shops, is to go up on a
prime site that formerly
housed the Harbour
Police Station and Detco

Motors, on “the finest
beach in Barbados”,
according to Maloney.

It will give Barbados its
first downtown hotel and
Maloney anticipates it
will help to bring life
back to The City.

Hyatt ‘any day now’

REUTERS, 

BRASILIA – World
Health Organisation
(WHO) Director General
Margaret Chan said on
Tuesday Brazil is
doing a good job
tackling the Zika
virus and ensuring
that the Olympic
games it will host in
August will be safe
for athletes and vis-
itors.

Chan said Brazil’s
government is
doing all it can to
mobilise Brazilian
society in fighting
the “formidable”
Aedes mosquito
that transmits the
virus that has
spread rapidly
through the
Americas since last
year.

“I want to reassure you
that the government is
working very closely
with the international
Olympic movement,
with the local organising
committee, supported by
the WHO, to make sure
we have a very good
work plan to target the
mosquito, and to make
sure that people who will
come here either as visi-
tors or athletes will get
the maximum protection
they need,” Chan said.

“I am confident the gov-
ernment can do it,” she

told reporters after meet-
ing with Brazilian
President Dilma
Rousseff.

The virus has been linked

in Brazil to an alarming
surge in the birth of
babies with abnormally
small heads, a condition
known as microcephaly,
and other neurological
disorders.

Brazil’s Health Ministry
said on Tuesday that the
number of confirmed and
suspected cases of micro-
cephaly has risen to 4
690 from 4 443 a week
earlier. Of these, the
number of confirmed
cases climbed to 583
from 508 a week earlier.

Brazil considers most of
the cases of micro-

cephaly to be related to
Zika, though the link
between the virus and the
birth defects has not been
scientifically established.
The WHO declared the
Zika outbreak, which has

spread to more
than 30 coun-
tries, an inter-
national health
emergency on
February 1.

B r a z i l i a n
authorities are
scrambling to
contain the out-
break which
threatens to
keep visitors
from attending
the Olympic
Games in Rio
de Janeiro five
months from
now.

With no cure or vaccine
for Zika, the only way to
deal with the virus at pre-
sent is to reduce the pop-
ulation of the Aedes mos-
quito that also carries the
dengue and Chikungunya
viruses.

Chan said Brazil has
been very transparent in
sharing information on
the virus with the rest of
the world, and taking a
leadership role in collab-
orating with other coun-
tries in the research and
development of diagnos-
tic tools and a vaccine.

She praised Rousseff’s

leadership in mobilising
the whole of Brazilian
society, including the
army, the private sector
and religious leaders, in a
campaign to eradicate the

mosquito’s breeding
places in urban areas.

“The Zika virus is very
tricky. We should expect
to see more cases. We

should expect this to be a
long journey, but the
government commitment
led by President Rousseff
is commendable,” she
said. “Based on what I
have seen here, I can tell
you: the mosquito is dif-
ficult, but it cannot beat
Brazil,” Chan said.
(Reuters)

WHO: Brazil will be safe for Olympics



CASTRIES – Invest
Saint Lucia (ISL) has
projected a flow of
US$1.5 billion in invest-
ment projects in Saint
Lucia by the year 2020. 

The island’s lone nation-
al investment company
said it also plans to create
8000 jobs by that time.

ISL last year recorded
US$168 million worth of
investments, out of
which US $124 was
attributed to foreign
investment.

Also last year, the com-
pany helped Saint Lucia
welcome 2 914 transient
jobs and 577 permanent

ones that were directly
attributed to investments.
Some 277 of the perma-
nent jobs created last
year by ISL went to
tourism, while 183 went
to infrastructure and 117
to the private commercial
sector.

This year, ISL projects
investment flows of US
$331 million and 2 200
jobs. Among new invest-
ments expected this year
are chicken processing
facilities, a pasta and
ramen processing facili-
ty, a flour mill, an insu-
lated concrete farm fac-
tory, a dining and enter-
tainment centre, two 4-
star developments, a 5-
star hotel development

and another development
that straddles both the
tourism and infrastruc-
ture sectors.

Several developments
that started last year are
also due for completion
this year, including
hotels and commercial
centres.

Apart from several hotel
and commercial proper-
ties under construction in
the north of the island,
ongoing projects also
include the Six Senses
Residences at Freedom
Bay and a hotel project
being undertaken in the
Anse La Raye/Canaries
area by The Boka Group.

REGIONAL NEWS
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So where a person’s
name is added by a pri-
mary owner to facilitate
her ability to access his
funds while travelling
overseas for the purpose
of the primary account
holder’s business, or to
help a shut-in person pay
bills, she was not found

to be beneficially enti-
tled to the money.
Likewise, a person in a
position of trust in rela-
tion to their principal
such as an employee,
assistant or caregiver
may also be held, to be
not beneficially entitled
to the funds.

So we see in this case,
there is a presumption

that monies in a joint
account are legally
owned by the surviving
account holder on the
death of the other.
However the presump-
tion can be rebutted if
there is clear evidence
that the intent in adding
another person was for
administrative conve-
nience, not for them to
be an owner.

From page 4
THAT MONEY IS MINE!!

St Lucia expecting massive investment to 2020

Castries, St Lucia
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NEVIS - Land for Sale
Clifton Estate

760-0482/663-6296

NEVIS - fully furnished 2 bed,
1 bath apt. in Jessup.
760-0482/663-6296.

CLASSIFIED AD SPACE FOR
RENT CALL 469-5907

FATBOY
One Person Needed For
Line Fishing At Night
Contact 662-5310

Carlos Construction needs a Mason
for laying block work and form work.
Interested persons please call 660 - 8151

Tropic Engineering Ltd is seeking a
Installation and Maintenance Technician.

Must have 5 years experience.
Please send resumes by March 10th to 

tropicengineering@gmail.com

Dan Backhoe Trucking & Redi-Mix Ltd
seeking: Mechanic and Truck Driver with 3

- 5 years experience. 
Call: 469-5423 / 662-4053 or visit our

office located at Long Point, Nevis. 

Powerful spiritual healer mother king mir-
acle worker solves all problems reunites

lovers overpowers all obstacles calls
enemies by name call now free reading

704-771-3565

Dishwasher Wanted
Yachtsman Grill 469-1382

Must also help with basic food preparation
Team player and positive attitude is a must!

WANTED
Isabella Snackette & Bar 

One (1) Waitress Call: 667 - 8431

HOUSE FOR RENT - One (3) Bedrooms 
(2) Bathrooms Furnished, One (3)

Bedrooms (1) Bathroom Unfurnished
Serious Inquires only 

call 469-5723/664-3077

Marina Beauty Salon. Need one Nail
Technician at least 3yrs experience. 

Call 763-3224

G&N Landscaping & Maintenance
ServicesIn Bath Village needs

1 Landscaper. Interested persons
please call 667 - 5871

Eric Construction Services
Is seeking one  specialize steel man. 

Interested persons please 
call 669 - 5891 or 469 - 7753.

Chamaco Barber
needs two barbers with

5 years experience. Interested
persons please call 669 - 5909

Sonia Bar & Snackette at the Ferry
Terminal. Needs one Bartender with

three years experience.
Interested persons please 

call 764 - 8338

Sarah Barber Shop
wants two barbers with three years or

more experience.
Interested persons please 

call 665 - 8610

Cocolospm. Need one sales
clerk for fashion boutique.

call 667-9122

Forbes Scooter Rental
needs one handyman.

Interested persons please call
1 869 663 - 8357

Dominque Construction
Needs 1 Carpenter/Joiner
Specialize in Furniture

5 Years experience. Call 665-2400

Horizon View Farm at New River
Estateis looking for a Farm Attendant

with minimum knowledge 
of farming. Contact:  664-9299

Minister of Education Issues Apology on Behalf of
Ministry of Education Regarding Change in Easter

Vacation Dates
(EMU) – St. Kitts, February 23, 2016: Minister of Education, Hon.

Shawn K. Richards, has issued an apology to the respective St. Kitts
and Nevis Teachers’ Unions as a result of any inconvenience caused by

changes in the date for the Easter vacation break for schools.
The vacation, originally planned for April 01-18, was rescheduled to

March 24 – April 11. 
In his apology Minister Richards expressed his regret as well as that
of the Ministry of Education’s administration, at the inconvenience
that the change in date may have caused to the teachers’ unions, the
faculty and staff at all schools as well as parents and students.  He
emphasized the Ministry’s commitment to addressing the needs of

teachers and assured that appropriate measures are being explored
towards the enhancement of communication channels between the

Ministry and the St. Kitts and Nevis Teachers’ Unions.  
He expressed, “Our priority is to maintain the respect of the teachers
who work diligently in our schools for the betterment of our country’s
children and the Teachers’ Unions in St. Kitts and Nevis which repre-

sents these teachers.” 
Minister Richards conveyed the Ministry’s continued support for

these institutions.
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