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By Staff Writer

The decomposing
body of  17-year-old
Tyrique Duncan
missing since last
Sunday, was discov-
ered on Thursday
afternoon (Mar. 10)
in the Hermitage
area, four days after
he went missing.

A s s i s t a n t
Commissioner of
Police with respon-
sibility for
Operations ,
Terrance James, told
members of  the
media gathered  at
the scene that the
teen’s body was dis-
covered after police
officers received a
tip from an anony-
mous caller. 

“Some anonymous
caller called the
Police Headquarters
and gave us the
information and we
acted upon it right
away and were able to
come straight away to
the scene.”

He said shortly after 12
noon the partially
decomposed body of the
Spooners resident was
discovered down  the

main road at Hermitage
Estate.

Several officers cor-
doned off the vicinity
where the body was
found until the crime
scene team arrived to
process the area.

According to a source,
the body was discovered
with multiple gunshot
wounds, to which James
had indicated that evi-
dence were found to
support that speculation.

“At present the crime

scene persons have
processed the crime
scene and some empty
casings were found and
other things of  eviden-
tial  value were also
found and taken into
police custody.”

When The Observer
arrived on scene,
screams of anguish rang
throughout area, where a
number of family mem-
bers and friends had
gather, a short distance
from where Duncan’s
body was found.

Reports circulated via
social media that the
teen’s head was severed
but the ACP could not
confirm that specula-
tion, since he did not see
the body.

ACP James explained
that the District Medical
Officer, Dr. Garfield
Alexander pronounced
the teen dead on the on
scene.”

The teen was last scene
on Sunday (Mar. 6) by
his grandmother with
whom he lived.

Duncan’s mother had
raised the alarm after
calls to his mobile
phone went directly to
voicemail, an unusual
occurrence. 

“My mother called me
and said she had not
seen Tyrique and that
she cannot make contact
with him on his phone. I
then tried calling him on
his cell phone and found
that it was turned off,”
the mother had told
local media entity
SKNVibes.

LOCAL NEWS

Bullet riddled body of missing teen found in Hermitage Estate
The St. Kitts-Nevis Observer. Friday March 11, 2016 Page 3

  Advisory from
The St. Kitts-Nevis Observer...
BEWARE THE SCAMMERS!
Beware of correspondence which
purports to make you rich overnight.

DO NOT give out ANY 
information concerning your 

credit card, bank account, phone
number or even your address.



There is a feeding frenzy in the Unites States of America as they,
the civilised world prepares for elections which are due in 7
months.  The Grand Old Party, Republicans, seem to have been
infected by the cannibalism virus to a greater extent than the
Democrats. 

As if the internecine warfare isn’t enough, the Supreme Court has
once again been asked to determine what defines an American and
who is therefore eligible to run for president.  The Court refused to
disenfranchise any of the candidates.  Our guess is that the Court
knew that the real American must come from what the neo-
Americans refer to as First Nation.

Amidst this frenzy, one hears of absurdly high sums of money being
spent on campaigning just for the right to contest the prize.  Some
of the figures called amount to almost the GDP of some countries.
We cannot imagine what would have been happening if there was-
n’t campaign financing laws in place.

Donald Trump, despite his contrived hair and structured mouth, is
the front runner for the Republicans.  He isn’t the winner yet
because there are more against him than there are for him.

But the more is too divided to matter.  And nobody wants to yield,
not even Carson.  And the more they fight against him, the more
outrageous his comments, the more zealot groups like KKK
endorse him, the more he seems to win.

Meanwhile, Clinton (Mrs) is attempting to make history as the first
woman president, the first first-lady to contest and win the
Presidency and, if she wins, America will have its first first-man.
She seemed to have been a shoo-in in the early stages of the con-
test, but is now in a not-so-dog-fight with a septuagenarian, Bernie. 

All of this dirty linen is available on television, twenty four hours a
day, seven days a week.

There are many who feel that the Presidency will be contested
between Trump and Clinton, and that Clinton will win.  At least, the
behaviour of mainstream high profile Republicans seems to sug-
gest this.

We do not know.  What we know is that this is war, and all appears
to be fair in war. 

Personally, may the best woman win.
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Let me follow up on my
last submission and pull
some more notes from my
desk.

I am always of the view
that anyone who works
should be compensated
and as a result tried my
best not to get involved
in the ongoing “double
salary” discussions
regarding our two (2)
Nevis government
Ministers who sit in the
Federal Cabinet. The
Constitutional loophole
is there and they simply
leaped right through it.
My view on the matter is
simply this. Since our
Constitution permits it,
until we sit down like a
mature people and cor-
rect these initial imper-
fections, ranting and
raving will solve noth-
ing. What this situation
does, is to prevent these
members from (a)
effectively performing
their duties as represen-
tatives of their respec-
tive constituencies in
Nevis and (b) oversee-
ing the proper adminis-
tration of their respective
Ministries in the Nevis
Island Administration
(NIA). As a conse-
quence, both the people
of Nevis and the people
of St. Kitts are being
shortchanged. Nevis and
Nevisians cannot get the
level of service that is
required from them and
Kittitians are literally
shortchanged; they are
stuck with paying them a
salary which is greater
than what they are paid
in Nevis, for running a
couple of St. Kitts
Ministries. Suffice to
say, I find this not only
unconscionable but con-
temptuous and disre-
spectful, to say the least!
What did the Mighty
Sparrow say? We like it
so!

This present breed of
politicians will not be
inclined to correct the
situation. Why? They
have all to lose by any
constitutional amend-
ments. So please do not
hold your collective
breaths or we will all die
from self-afflicted
asphyxiation. 

Can you imagine our
Nevis politicians trying
to convince us that each
and every one of them
should only represent us
at one level of
Government? I wonder

how many of them will!

Constituents need to
engage with representa-
tives on a regular basis
and as such representa-
tives should make them-
selves available to their
constituents on a regular
basis. As a consequence,
a Constituency
Allowance is paid to our
elected representatives to
ensure that the needs and
problems of constituents
are properly addressed. I
find that this particular
allowance is so abused, it
is a scandal. This
allowance has always
been meant, I think, to
hire someone for a few

hours a week, rent a
space with a phone and
desk to accommodate the
meeting of an elected
representative with its
constituents. Just two (2)
weeks ago one evening, I
realized that the repre-
sentative for St. George’s
was meeting his con-
stituents in the Public
Market at Market Shop,
Gingerland. Not good
enough at all. My first
thought was, where is the
Constituency Office! I
went checking again and
found that the St.
George’s representative
has been representing the
constituency since 1987.
I must give the late
Malcolm Guishard some
credit for being the only
representative that I can
think of, during the peri-
od when he was Leader
of the Opposition in the
National Assembly, who
has ever opened an office
in his constituency over
the last thirty (30) years.
It is assumed again that if
the constituency
allowance is not used for
the express purpose of
running an office for the
benefit of the con-
stituents, it ends up to the
benefit of the elected
representative.

Everybody knows that
inflation causes the price
of goods and services to
increase so the present

Constituency Allowance
of $2000.00 per month,
that is $24,000.00 per
year would have been
much less twenty (20) or
thirty (30) years ago.
Then again, those prices
of goods and services
were also much less and
our representatives
should still have been
able to set up an office. I
would dearly love to
know what percentage of
the people you meet on
the sidewalks of
Charlestown have a take-
home pay that is equal to
or greater than a repre-
sentative’s annual
C o n s t i t u e n c y
Allowance! Please be
reminded that this is an
allowance, not a
salary! Let’s go fur-
ther; if that representa-
tive spends a full five
(5) year term in the
Assembly, that seven
(7) year old grandson
of mine would use his
Primary School Math
and tell me that’s
$120,000.00 in
C o n s t i t u e n c y

Allowance for one (1)
term in office! Since
there are no offices in
our constituencies, I
repeat that it has to be
assumed that it is never
used for the benefit of
constituents. But it gets
unbelievably more
amazing; suppose this
member represents his
constituency at both lev-
els of Government, his
Constituency Allowance
now doubles to
$240,000.00 for one (1)
term in office. That is
$10,000.00 short of a
Quarter Million
Dollars paid by both lev-
els of government to run
the same constituency
office over the five (5)
years that has never been
set up in the first place!
Unbelievable!

No wonder the people on
the sidewalks keep
mumbling about “double
salary”. If they only
knew that a Minister in
Nevis gets $8000.00 a
month and the one in St.
Kitts gets $11,000.00 a
month! 

Now this is the real eye-
opener! Constituents are
taxed in order that funds
become available to rep-
resentatives so that they
can meet with their con-
stituents to discuss and
attempt to solve at least
some of their problems.
How ironic! 

Notes from the desk of Alford Tyrell
….. Of playing with the minds of people. Part 11.

“I find this not only
unconscionable but
contemptuous and
disrespectful, to say

the least!”



By LR Liburd
St. Kitts-Nevis Observer

Following the recent
appointment of member
of the Police High
Command, a distin-
guished member of the
legal fraternity has called
on the Federation’s
Prime Minister to discon-
tinue the practice of
politicising rather than
professionalising the
Police Force and adhere
to the constitutional
responsibilities of the
Police Service
Commission and the
Public Service
Commission.

This is the view of    Emile
Ferdinand, who in a
commentary aired on a
local radio station
explained that the Police
Service Commission and
the Public Service
Commission constitu-
tional purpose is to pro-
tect the Police Force and
the Civil Service, respec-
tively, from partisan
political victimisation,
favouritism, patronage
and manipulation.

Ferdinand quoted the
Constitution and opined
that contrary to its ideals,
the political culture in St.
Kitts and Nevis appears
inclined to regard politi-
cal control of appoint-
ments to the Police
Service and to the Civil
Service as a prize of vic-
tory at the polls.

“This,” he stressed, “is
not in keeping with the
principles in our
Constitution which are
designed to yield a pro-
fessional Police Force
and a non-partisan Civil

Service. Disregard of
constitutional principles
manifests itself too often
in the appointment to
PSCs, and thence into the
public service itself by
the PSCs, of partisan
political operatives.” 

The Queen’s Counsel
explained that whether
appointed by the
Governor-General in his
own deliberate judgment
or upon recommendation
of the Prime Minister,
persons appointed to the
Service Commissions
should be individuals in
whom there is a high
degree of national con-
sensus that they will be
capable individuals who
are motivated by a desire
to see the Police Force
and the Civil Service
properly staffed and
operating efficiently and
impartially for the public
good. 

“If appointees to Service
Commissions only have
support from the govern-
ing political party or par-
ties, and no support from
the Opposition or from
NGO’s, national consen-
sus in their capabilities
will likely be lacking,”
he added.

He pointed out that it is
the Commissions which
are supposed to decide
who gets hired and fired
in the Police Force and
the Civil Service and not
the politicians. 

From this backdrop,
Ferdinand said, “Here in
St. Kitts and Nevis there
has been under the previ-
ous Labour/NRP

Government, and contin-
ues to be under the new
Team Unity Coalition, a
constitutionally improper
practice of the Prime
Minister being asked to
indicate whether he
approves of particular
individuals being pro-
moted to police ranks
below that of Deputy
Chief of Police.  This
practice, carried out by
both PM Douglas and
PM Harris, is wrong and
ought to stop. It politicis-
es rather than profession-
alises the Police Force.  

“The Constitution only
permits the Prime
Minister to veto appoint-
ments to the posts of
Chief of Police and
Deputy Chief (now
referred to as
Commissioner of Police
and Deputy
Commissioner of
Police). If it was permis-
sible for the Prime
Minister to have veto
powers, re: any lower
ranks, the Constitution
would have so stated.”

He noted that at this time
when the need to reduce
crime must be a national
priority, practices which
promote professionalism
in the Police Force
should be followed, and
those which tend to
politicisation of the
Force ought to cease. 

“To this end, PM Harris
ought to break with the
practice of his predeces-
sor, which he has so far
carried on, of involving
himself in approving or
disapproving of intended
promotions within the
Police Force below the
rank of Deputy

C o m m i s s i o n e r , ”
Ferdinand advised.

He spoke to other
reforms in both the
Public Service and the
Police Force and clearly
stated that the commen-
tary was not in any way
criticising the individuals
who were recently
appointed to the Police
High Command, adding:
“I have known
Commissioner Queeley
and some of the other
newly-appointed officers
for many years, and I
have every confidence
that they will give their
all and seek to make a

difference. But it is not
just up to the new Police
High Command to
reduce crime. Their
efforts will only succeed
if they receive support
from the lower ranks and
the general public, and
no interference by politi-
cians in staffing and
operational matters.”

Former Minister of
National Security in the
Labour Party
Government, Dwyer
Astaphan was the first to
respond to Ferdinand’s
commentary. He publicly
endorsed what the
Queen’s Counsel said.

In his response, former
Prime Minister the Rt.
Hon. Dr. Denzil Douglas
said when he took office
in July 1995, the Royal
St. Christopher and
Nevis Police Force was
in tatters and that there
existed high politicisa-
tion of the lawmaking
body with untrained offi-
cers. He also said that for
the first two years while
in office, there were no
policies for promotion
and vacancies in the
Force.

The Opposition leader
claimed he was able to
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By LR Liburd
St. Kitts-Nevis Observer

Veteran journalist and
Publisher/Editor-in-Chief
of The St. Kitts-Nevis
Observer, Kenneth
Williams is of the view
that the Government of
National Unity has been
selective in its dissemina-
tion of information to
media houses.

This view comes in the
wake of the Editor of The
Observer being accused
of speaking badly of the
government while she

was among a six-member
panel of journalist on
Winn FM’s ‘Inside the
News’ programme on
Saturday (Jan. 9, 2016).

On that programme, jour-
nalists were asked to
share with members of
the public their top sto-
ries covered in 2015 and
the challenges they faced.
However, coming out of
the discussion was the
difficulty media practi-
tioners were experiencing
in acquiring information
of public interest from
most government depart-

ments, the private sector
and the Royal St.
Christopher and Nevis
Police Force.

Also coming out of that
discussion was that the
social media are compet-
ing with mainstream
media. It was highlighted
by all members on the
panel that one of those
outlets was regularly pro-
vided specific and some-
times classified govern-
ment information that do
not reach mainstream
media. But if they do, it is
long after that particular

social media outlet had
published them.

According to an article
penned by SKNVibes’
Editor-in-Chief, the
owner or owners of that
outlet operate from
behind the curtain and
that a large number of
articles published on its
page with information
that could have only been
provided by someone
close to the government.

On Saturday (Mar. 5)
Williams called in to
Winn FM’s ‘Inside the
News’ programme to
share his version on the
issue.

He told the moderator
that management of The
Observer was accused of
speaking badly about the
government on the
January 9th airing of that
programme, and that he
knew what the issue was
about.  

“I know the issue that

was being discussed at
the time. It had to do with
whether or not the gov-
ernment is indeed giving
the independent media
houses news on time and
that whether or not one
particular...I don’t even
know what to call it,
because it is not a media
house so to speak, online
website or whatever it is,
through a plan seems to
have inside tracks to get
government informa-
tion.”

The publisher then point-
ed to a statement made by
Prime Minister Dr. the
Hon. Timothy Harris
whose response to the
issue in question failed to
fulfil his expectation.

“What was very disap-
pointing to me is that
when the Prime Minister
was approached on it, he
instead of giving the rep-
resentatives of the media
who spoke to him,
instead of giving them
some kind of satisfaction
or some undertaking to
look into it, said, ‘Well, I
am not going to get angry
with somebody who is
writing good about the
government.’”

Williams inferred that
based on the Prime
Minister’s response to the
issue, he projected the
character of one who eas-
ily forgets the past. 

Observer Publisher accuses
Government of being bias towards
mainstream media houses
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Canadian, United States,
French and
European Customs offi-
cers will
soon watch for St. Kitts
and Nevis passport hold-
ers anyone to enter their
countries and require
them to apply for an
entry visa.

These developments
resulted from recent inci-
dents during which ter-
rorists on the watch list
have been apprehended
while attempting to
enter Canada, the United
States and France using
St. Kitts and Nevis pass-
ports.  Such activities
have even thrown suspi-
cion on legitimate St.
Kitts and Nevis citizens
and could restrict their
entry into the affected
countries.

Canadian, US and
French authorities have
targeted the St. Kitts and
Nevis citizen-by-invest-
ment program, eyeing
changes that will have
devastating and long-
lasting effects not only
on the program but on St.
Kitts and Nevis citizens. 

In December, 2015, the
US Congress passed leg-
islation creating excep-
tions to the Visa Waiver
Program and the
Terrorist Travel
Prevention Act. The leg-
islation launches new
restrictions to the visa
application process to
tighten regulation and
acceptance of secondary
passports. The legislation
would also raise suspi-
cion about anyone hold-
ing a St. Kitts and Nevis
Passport.

While targeting Middle
East-based infiltrators
and terrorists from Iran,
Iraq and Syria, the
changes will slow-down
and increase scrutiny of
visa applicants holding
passports from all coun-
tries issuing citizen-by-
investment (CBI) pass-
ports.

The true goals of the Visa
Waiver Program
Improvement and
Terrorist Travel
Prevention Act became
clear when on Jan. 16 the
United States and
European nations lifted
oil and financial sanc-
tions on Iran. At that
time, with financial sanc-
tions no longer necessary
the focus changed to ter-

rorism.

Government spokesper-
sons now “officially”
claim the legislation is to
target infiltrators and ter-
rorists. Their underlying
goal is to throttle back on
the ever-growing income
to CIP programs, pass-
port mills and passport
s c h e m e s
whose income is now esti
mated at $2 billion a
year and is expected to
increase to $4 billion a
year.

In its 2015 decision US
legislators created excep-
tions to the Visa Waiver
Program and the
Terrorist Travel
Prevention Act. The leg-
islation launches new
restrictions to the visa
application process to
tighten regulation and
acceptance of secondary
passports. 

The legislation dramati-
cally increases regulato-
ry powers of US govern-
ment agencies, including
the US Immigration and
N a t u r a l i z a t i o n
Department, Homeland
Security and the Treasury
Department. In effect it
gives such agencies carte
blanche to scrutinize visa
applications, tighten
entry requirements, limit
foreign national’s
entrance into the United
States, and even appre-
hend visa applicants it
suspects obtained their
passports to evade sanc-
tions, launder money or
participate in terrorist-
backed activities.  

The passage of the legis-
lation will have many
detrimental end-results
including:

1) Tighten regulations on
and use of CBI passports
to apply for entry visas; 

2) Dramatically delay or
even halt the issuance of
US entry visas to foreign
nationals holding CBI
passports; and

3) Wide-spread econom-
ic consequences for
countries that obtain
large incomes from the
issuance of CBI pass-
ports. 

The effort to control visa
waiver programs and
CBI passports gained
prominence in May 2012
when Canadian authori-
ties uncovered an immi-

gration scam enabling
foreign nationals to apply
and be approved for the
Federal Permanent
Residency Program
without ever establishing
residence Canada. At that
time participants and
their associates were
charged with defrauding
immigration regulations.
Two years later the gov-
ernment closed down its
Federal Permanent
Residency Program and
at the same time initiated
efforts to limit accep-
tance of CBI passports
and documents.

At the same time, the
Canadian government
tightened up on its accep-
tance of passports issued
by foreign governments
as part of their residency-
by-investment programs.
One of the first countries
it spotlighted during its
crackdown was St. Kitts
and Nevis.

US and Canadian author-
ities attribute their recent
crackdown on CIB pass-
port holders are due to
“national security con-
cerns,” and evidence that
some passport holders
are connected to terrorist
organizations.

The Observer reported
concerns about Canada’s
restrictions prohibiting
the use of St. Kitts and
Nevis passports in earlier
issues this year. 

The knee-jerk responses
in 2014 by Canada and in
2015 by the US govern-
ment are due to concerns
over what they perceive
as a threat of other gov-
ernments to create citi-
zenship-by-residency
programs to bolster flag-
ging economies, while
substantially lowering
qualification require-
ments. Critics base their
complaints on the basis
some CIB programs do
not have residency
requirements or require a
presence in the country
and there is a lack due
diligence.

The St. Kitts and Nevis
CIP program began in
1984 under the
Citizenship Act, Part II,
Section 3 (5). It is the
oldest CIP program in
the world, establishing of
stringent financial and
residence requirements.
Since then there have
been many imitators
which have ignored

many of its require-
ments:

* Be of outstanding char-
acter; 

* Hold no criminal
record;

* Have excellent health;

* Have a high personal
net worth;

* Make an investment in
a government-approved
real estate development,
or contribute to the Sugar
Industry Diversification
Foundation.

During the 32 years since
St. Kitts established this
program, four additional
Caribbean nations and
dozens of other countries
have established similar
programs. Their govern-
ments view the US legis-
lation as an effort to
slow-down or even halt
their issuance of sec-
ondary passports.  

While actual data docu-
menting total revenue
from CIP participation is
unavailable, reliable

sources estimate its
annual income to be
more than $2 billion—
this amount is expected
to increase as turmoil
increases in the Middle
East.

In 2012, the existence
of a loophole in Canada’s
Visa Waiver Program
became evident when
Canadian authorities
charged three partners in
an immigration consul-
tancy firm were arrested
in a scheme to defraud
immigration authorities
by assisting residency
applicants whose paper-
work showed they were
residents and never
moved to Canada.

In 2014, Canadian
authorities ended that
program, which motivat-
ed schemers to obtain
passports in four
Caribbean countries:
Antigua and Barbuda;
Dominica, Grenada;  St.
Kitts and Nevis. St. Kitts
and Nevis launched its
CIP program 30 years
ago during an economic
downturn and offered

immediate citizenship to
immigrant investors.

Subsequent discoveries
of other attempts by
Iranians and Syrians
to use SKN passports to
enter the United States
and France have resulted
in the present
turmoil. Canada has been
approached to lift its
sanctions, without agree-
ment; France has con-
sulted with other
European nations and it
is likely the EU will soon
issue new regulations.

According to a
report, Global
Citizenship: Planning for
S u s t a i n a b l e
Growth, commissioned
by Arton Capital and the
World Economic Forum,
Caribbean destinations
with CBI programs are
competitive due to
greater stability, security,
tax efficiency, ease of
travel, higher standard of
living, increased options
for children’s education
and investment opportu-

Entry Visas Mulled: Canadian, US, French,
EU Officials Monitor SKN Passport Holders
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INCREDIBLE REAL ESTATE DEALS
BELOW MARKET PRICE.

A LOCAL LICENSED REAL ESTATE COMPANY IN 
ST. KITTS HAS SOME DISTRESSED PROPERTY DEALS
BEING OFFERED IN ST. KITTS THAT THE OWNERS ARE

WILLING TO SELL WAY UNDER MARKET PRICES.

IF YOU WANT A DEAL ON REAL ESTATE IN ST. KITTS THIS IS IT!!!!!

INTERESTED PERSONS WOULD NEED TO EMAIL TO:
OKSANA AT: observnv@sisterisles.kn AND SPECIFY THAT
YOU ARE INTERESTED IN THIS AD ON DISTRESSED
PROPERTY BUYS.  BE SURE WHEN YOU REPLY TO

INCLUDE YOUR HOME LANDLINE, WORK NUMBER, ALL
CELL NUMBERS AND THE EMAIL ADDRESS TO CONTACT YOU.

IF YOU LIVE OUTSIDE OF THE USA, CANADA, OR ST. KITTS
AND NEVIS, PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR SKYPE ADDRESS.

SOME OF THESE PROPERTIES ALSO INCLUDE PROPER-
TIES THAT QUALIFY FOR CITIZENSHIP IN ST. KITTS AND

NEVIS IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN THAT OPTION.

THIS REAL ESTATE COMPANY IS CURRENTLY RUNNING
A SPECIAL OFFER WHERE IF YOU PURCHASE A PROP-
ERTY BECAUSE YOU WANT TO GET CITIZENSHIP IN 
ST.  KITTS AND NEVIS, YOUR LEGAL CIU CITIZENSHIP
FEES WOULD BE PAID IF YOU BRING A COPY OF THIS

AD BEFORE YOU BUY.

THIS WILL SAVE YOU 1000’S OF DOLLARS IN LEGAL FEES. 

Continued on page 22



By LR Liburd
St. Kitts-Nevis Observer

Two male residents of
Crab Hill, Sandy Point,
who are current inmates
of Her Majesty’s Prison,
had their 2010 armed
robbery charges dropped
when they appeared in th
Basseterre High Court
before Her Ladyship
Justice Marlene Carter on
Monday (Mar. 7).

Elroy ‘Stannie’ Williams
and Junior ‘Cue’ Sobratie
were charged sometime
in 2011 for allegedly car-
rying out an armed rob-
bery at the Sandy Point
Branch of the St. Kitts-
Nevis-Anguilla Trading

and Development Co.
Ltd. (TDC) on Friday,
29th October 2010.

The case was called up
for a progress report and
without providing an
explanation the Acting
Director of Public
Prosecutions entered a
nolle prosequi for both
accused. 

Nolle prosequi is defined
as “a request by a prose-
cutor in a criminal action
that the prosecution of
the case cease, either on
some or all of the counts
or with respect to some or
all of the defendants”.

The duo has now taken
the count to three whose

charges were dropped in
the robbery case.

The first was former
Senior Supervisor of the
Sandy Point TDC
Branch, Leslian ‘Sexman
’ Daniel also of Sandy,
who was charged on
Friday, 4th February
2011 for allegedly collab-
orating with Williams
and Sobratie to rob the
business entity.

He had appeared in court
sometime in January this
year and a nolle prosequi
was also entered for him.

It was reported that short-
ly after 3:00 p.m. on the
day in question, two
armed men had entered

the Sandy Point TDC
Branch and robbed the
entity of an undisclosed
sum of money before
making good their escape
while police were in hot
pursuit.

At the time when the
armed robbery charges
were preferred against
Williams and Sobratie,
both of them were on
remand at Her Majesty’s
Prison on charges of rob-

bing 17 tourists (includ-
ing a baby) who were
aboard a tour bus on their
way to visit the
Brimstone Hill National
Park on Sunday,
14th November 2010.

Basseterre—Options to
reduce and relieve debt in
Caribbean countries will

be discussed April 21
during the Caribbean
Development Roundtable

(CDR) sponsored by The
Economic Commission
for Latin America and the

Caribbean (ECLAC).

The roundtable, the com-
mission’s fourth meeting
in Basseterre, will be fol-
lowed April 22 by the
Caribbean Development
and Cooperation
Council’s 26th session,
during which members
will take stock of the out-
comes of the CDR meet-
ings and review the
implementation of the
work programme for the
ECLAC sub-regional
headquarters for the
Caribbean for 2018-

2019.

During the meetings,
senior level policy-mak-
ers will discuss the
Caribbean’s debt obliga-
tions and consider solu-
tions to eliminate the cur-
rent debt overhang.
Officials representing
Caribbean governments,
the United Nations,
regional civil society
organizations, academia,
regional development
institutions and interna-
tional development part-
ners will participate in

the discussions.

The CDCC was created
as a permanent subsidiary
body of ECLAC to pro-
mote the economic and
social development of
ECLAC member States
and associate members.
ECLAC Caribbean acts
as the secretariat of the
CDCC.  Regular sessions
of ministers are held
every two years, with a
meeting of the
Monitoring Committee
convened during the
intervening year.
Transmission of relevant
reports and decisions of
the CDCC are sent for
ratification at the biennial
sessions of ECLAC.

LOCAL NEWS
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By Staff Writer

Education officials in
Nevis are urging parents
to encourage their chil-
dren to do more reading.

The push came following
the recent victory by the
Hrishikesh Srinivasan of
the Maude Crosse
Preparatory School at the
7th Annual OECS
Reading competition in
Dominica. Education
Officer with
Responsibility for
Literacy Terres Dore said
parents must set
an example for their chil-
dren to become more
proficient at reading.

“One of the things I
would like parents to
understand is that if they
are involved in reading,
they can set that positive
example for their chil-
dren - it goes a long
way,” the educator noted.
“Because it is ok to tell a
child go and pick up a
book, go and read, but if
the child is not seeing the
parent reading, the child
may not develop that

love for it.”

She said parents can start
with a small period of
reading on a daily
basis with their children.
Like an acorn, that can
grow into a long-term
love for books, she
declared.

“If it means that they
spend 5, 10 or 15 min-
utes reading daily with
their children... it will
have a great impact on a
child’s life. Children
look for examples.  if
they are going to listen
they will also look for the
example,” she added.

The Department of
Education is working
closely with schools to
address deficiencies such
as reading within the sys-
tem. Emphasis is on the
long-term results that can
come from parents work-
ing with their children.

The educator also said,
“The Department is
working closely with
teachers to address any
issues that they have in
relation to reading, and

having the students be at
the highest level in terms
of their reading capaci-
ty.” To this end, she
wants parents with chil-
dren in primary or high
school to give more sup-
port to the various insti-
tutions and the
Department of Education
in St. Kitts and Nevis.

Asked about the recent
victory by Hrishikesh
Srinivasan, she said the
Department of Education
is proud to have had the
Nevisian-based student
represent the
Federation in the compe-
tition.

“We have some excellent
readers in our school,
and so, that gives us hope
that it is not a loss cause
and it is something that
can achieve as long as we
keep at it. Going forward
I want to see us working
together (St. Kitts and
Nevis,” she stated.

Dore said the victory
shows that teachers are
working with all students
to build strong indepen-

dent readers. The fact
that the winning student
is a boy may inspire
other male students to
become motivated and
find the love for reading.

“Usually you would find
girls who would emerge
at the top of these com-
petition,” she said.  We
have had a boy before,
prior to  Hrishikesh, and
so we are hopeful that it
would do something for
our boys to get them
steamed, get them under-
standing that they too can
love reading to propel
themselves in their acad-
emics.”

Srinivasan defeated five
other students from the
OECS to win a Kindle
Tablet and $5,000.

He amassed 697 points to
defeat his nearest rival
Shekinah Campbell of St

Vincent and the
Grenadines with (691)
points who won herself
$3000.00, Jazz Dias of
Antigua and Barbuda
placed third with 688
points and won
$2000.00.

C M Y K
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BASSETERRE, ST.
KITTS - The University
of the West Indies, Mona
Campus in Jamaica has
announced the promo-
tion of Senior Lecturer in
the Department of
Government, Faculty of
Social Sciences, Dr.
Jessica Byron-Reid to the
rank of Professor.

Byron-Reid, who is from
Nevis, completed a BA
in French and Spanish at
The UWI, Cave Hill
Campus, Barbados, fol-
lowed by a postgraduate
Diploma in International
Relations from The
UWI, St Augustine
Campus, Trinidad &
Tobago. She went on to
complete her Doctor of
Philosophy (PhD) degree
in Political Science
(International Relations)
at the University of
Geneva, Switzerland.

Dr. Byron-Reid is a high-
ly respected academic
who has made a pro-
found contribution to her
field in the area of
regionalism as well as on
foreign policy and diplo-
macy of small develop-
ing states in the
Caribbean. Her work is

recognized across
the English,
French, Spanish
and Dutch-speak-
ing Caribbean,
and further afield.

Her scholarly pro-
file is character-
ized by consistent,
high calibre
research and
scholarly produc-
tivity; active ser-
vice to her disci-
pline and related
scholarly and pro-
fessional commu-
nities, and perfor-
mance and
promise relative
to service to The
University of the
West Indies, to the
Caribbean and to
the international
community.

Her scholarship
covers several
disciplinary cate-
g o r i e s :
I n t e r n a t i o n a l
R e l a t i o n s ,
Security Studies
and Caribbean
Area studies. She
has a distin-
guished record of publi-
cation and research, with

53 current or forthcom-
ing publications pub-

lished in three
different lan-
guages, which
include 16 refer-
eed journal arti-
cles, 13 book
chapters, three
book reviews
and seven tech-
nical reports,
among other
publications. In
recognition of
her outstanding
record, she was
recipient of the
P r i n c i p a l ’ s
Award for best
research publi-
cation in 2008
and is recipient
of the Principal’s
Award for Most
O u t s t a n d i n g
Researcher in
the UWI Mona
Faculty of Social
Sciences for
2015.

As an academic,
Dr Byron-Reid
has redeveloped
and taught sever-
al core courses
and electives in
the International
Relations under-

graduate degree pro-
gramme as well as three
courses in the Master’s
degree programme in
International Relations.
She led the development
of the Department’s
offerings on Latin
American comparative
politics.

In addition, Dr Byron-
Reid was instrumental in
the development and
coordination of the joint-
ly taught BSc/MSc pro-
gram in Politics and
I n t e r n a t i o n a l
Cooperation, delivered in
partnership with the
Universities of Bordeaux
1V and Antilles-Guyane
(Martinique). Launched
in 2007, this program has
recruited nine cohorts of
approximately 60 stu-
dents and has fostered
scholarly exchanges
among the staff of the
three institutions. As a
result, Dr Byron was
awarded the Chevalier de
L’Ordre Nationale du
Merite by the
Government of France
for her role in the devel-
opment and coordination
of this programme.

In her contribution to
University life Dr. Byron
has played a leading
administrative role in
curriculum development,
program reviews, depart-
mental and graduate

research seminars as well
as scholarly collabora-
tion with international
and regional partners.
She has mentored and
supervised more than 50
local, regional and inter-
national students and
managed the administra-
tive portfolio of the
department in the capaci-
ties of Unit Coordinator
for International
Relations, Graduate
Coordinator for the
department as well as
head of the Department
of Government from
2010 – 2013 and UWI
Coordinator for the MSc
Programme in Politics
and International
Cooperation. She is cur-
rently seconded to
SALISES Mona as a
Senior Research Fellow
and serves as
Coordinator for the
SALISES M.Phil/PhD
programme.

Dr Byron has enhanced
the reputation of the
UWI by serving on sev-
eral national, regional
and international
boards/committees and
has produced technical
reports that have been
critical to the advance-
ment of Caribbean
regionalism as well as
Caribbean and Latin
American/Caribbean and
European relations. More
specifically, She has
served on consultancy
teams that produced
technical reports for the
Caribbean Regional
Negotiating machinery,
the OECS Secretariat,
ECLAC/CDCC, the
UNDP, the International
Centre for Trade and sus-
tainable Development,
the Commonwealth
Secretariat and One
World Action.

She has been invited to
present at international
projects and programmes
such as the UN Special
Committee on
Decolonization, the
SIDS Unit of the UN
Department for
Economic and Social
Affairs and the
ACP/CARIFORUM. Dr
Byron has also served on
the PSOJ Trade
Committee and on the
Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and Foreign
Trade JTAT
Comm i t t e e . J e s s i c a
Byron completed a BA in
French and Spanish at
The UWI, Cave Hill
Campus, Barbados, fol-
lowed by a postgraduate
Diploma in International

Relations from The
UWI, St Augustine
Campus, Trinidad &
Tobago. She went on to
complete her Doctor of
Philosophy (PhD) degree
in Political Science
(International Relations)
at the University of
Geneva, Switzerland.

She is a highly respected
academic who has made
a profound contribution
to her field in the area of
regionalism as well as on
foreign policy and diplo-
macy of small develop-
ing states in the
Caribbean. Her work is
recognized across the
English, French, Spanish
and Dutch-speaking
Caribbean, and further
afield.

Dr. Byron-Reid’s schol-
arly profile is character-
ized by consistent, high
calibre research and
scholarly productivity;
active service to her dis-
cipline and related schol-
arly and professional
communities, and perfor-
mance and promise rela-
tive to service to The
University of the West
Indies, to the Caribbean
and to the international
community.

As an academic, Dr
Byron has redeveloped
and taught several core
courses and electives in
the International
Relations undergraduate
degree program as well
as three courses in the
Master’s degree pro-
gramme in International
Relations. She led the
development of the
Department’s offerings
on Latin American com-
parative politics.

In her contribution to
University life Dr.
Byron-Reid has played a
leading administrative
role in curriculum devel-
opment, program
reviews, departmental
and graduate research
seminars as well as
scholarly collaboration
with international and
regional partners. She
has mentored and super-
vised more than 50 local,
regional and internation-
al students and managed
the administrative port-
folio of the department in
the capacities of Unit
Coordinator for
International Relations,
Graduate Coordinator for
the department as well as
head of the Department
of Government from
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By Monique Washington 

The Ministry of Tourism
is in the middle of a con-
troversy brewing
between taxi association
members and Funky
Monkey tours over who
can operate on
the island, with
Nevis taxi dri-
vers threaten-
ing to go on
strike if the
matter is not
resolved.

The Observer
contacted Mr.
Carl Williams
at the Ministry
of Tourism on
Wednesday, who indicat-
ed they are investigating
the matter.

“We are doing our inves-
tigation…we have spo-
ken to the police and
other persons but we
haven’t made a decision
as yet,” Williams said.

A Feb. 23 letter notified
the Permanent Secretary
of the Ministry of
Tourism, that drivers

with the Nevis Taxi
Association, Queen City
Taxi Association and
Lime Beach Tours will
strike if Greg Slagon,
owner of the Funky
Monkey, keeps operat-
ing.

“Funky Monkey is using
private number plates
and tour guides that are
not certified or have
required work permits
needed for employment
on Nevis,” the letter said.
“It is mandatory that
Nevisian-born taxi oper-
ators are certified by the
Ministry and must use a
‘T’ number plate to oper-
ate tours. If the Funky
Monkey tour operation is
not stopped immediately
the association and legal

tour operators will strike
and voice concerns to the
media.”

Carvelle Jeffers, presi-
dent of the Nevis Taxi
Association told The
Observer on Wednesday

that taxi com-
panies will go
ahead with
plans to strike
and “are not
b a c k i n g
down.” 

“It is not the
tourism indus-
try we want to
hurt, we just
want the

Ministry of Tourism to
level the playing field,”
Carvelle said. “Taxi
operators must pay a
$200 fee and pass a
Ministry of Tourism
training course to obtain
a license. After the
license has been issued
they must obtain a ‘T’
number plate.”

Carvelle explained the
strike was postponed as
they await word from the

LOCAL NEWS
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in Funky Monkey dispute
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Map of Jordan.

AMMAN, JORDAN: In our previous
article, I described my unforgettable visit
to the archaeological site of Palmyra in
the Syrian desert-a hidden gem of history
which, sadly, may never again be seen in
its original splendor. But now, it’s time to
move on to yet another birthplace of
humanity’s many amazing stories: the
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan.

From Palmyra, I had driven southwest,
spent a night in Damascus, and then,
starting off just before dawn in an effort
to avoid the midday desert heat, had con-
tinued to the Jordanian border. Unlike my
first entry into Syria from Turkey, for-

malities here took less than three min-
utes.

“Good morning, sir. What is the purpose
of your visit?”

“Tourism. I’m planning to visit the Dead
Sea and some historic places along the
River Jordan. And, if time permits,
Petra.”

The immigration officer glanced down at
the BMW and suddenly smiled. That’s
when I realized that he’d noticed the
Arabic script I’d painted on its fuel tank.

“Al hajar! A perfect name for such a
beautiful motorcycle.”

He  proceeded to issue me a thirty day
visitor’s visa, then handed me back my
passport. Not a single question about the
whereabouts on the planet of St Kitts and
Nevis. Whew!

Almost immediately, I noticed that
Jordan was another world compared to
the Syria I’d just come from. Roads here
were well maintained, buildings looked
clean, even the sheep and goats I saw
seemed better fed and much healthier
looking. Gone, thankfully, were those
giant intimidating statues and posters of
the Assad dynasty which had so often
interrupted one’s view of an otherwise
magnificent desert landscape. Something
else had changed, too. Here, although
there seemed to be many more cars on
the road than in Syria,  everyone

appeared to be driving at a safe and mod-
erate speed-and, amazingly, with no tail-
gating! (As any motorcyclist will tell
you, that’s one of the most dangerous
aspects of being on two wheels).  I soon
realized why. With the frequent number
of police vehicles I soon spotted along
the roadside, you could be sure that there
were plenty of speed traps ahead. No,
thank you.

A few hours later, I’d finally arrived at
my destination for the night: the leg-
endary Dead Sea. By good fortune, it was
still mid afternoon, so I was able to pull
over to the side of the road and take sev-
eral images of the scene below me.  

To give you some perspective, this first
picture was taken from standard sea level
altitude.

After descending to the coast: the BMW’s
altimeter showing 1,100 feet below sea
level.

The Dead Sea

Dead Sea coastline. Note the salt
deposits which, according to scientists,

indicate recent changes of water level
attributable to climate change and glob-
al warming.

In yet another stroke of good luck, I man-
aged to get a room at the Movenpick
resort, which, as I soon discovered,
turned out to be one of the most unusual
places I’ve ever stayed in. Movenpick
(the German word for seagull) is the
brand name of an upscale Swiss hotel
chain which, in fact, is even more world
famous for its ice cream. The fact that
you can find one of their properties over-
looking the shores of the Dead Sea, thou-
sands of miles from their headquarters in
Zurich, was, to me at least, something
that I’d least expected. And when it came
to imaginative design-well, they’d actu-
ally created an entire replica of a Kasbah,
complete with winding alleyways, clas-
sic Arabic arches, cobblestoned walk-
ways, and clay water fountains. I could
have easily imagined myself back  in
Tangier. And for any international travel-
er contemplating something completely
different, just imagine enjoying a Swiss
cheese fondue by the Dead Sea.

One of Movenpick’s many vending
machines in Jordan, this one at a rural
petrol station. Their ice cream is
immensely popular here.

The next morning, after a great breakfast
and a delicious cappuccino, I decided to
make my way down the hotel’s wooden
staircase and follow it to the water’s
edge. 

And saw this:

Bathers in the Dead Sea. According to
these Spanish tourists, the combination
of water (with 27 percent salinity), low
atmospheric pressure (1,100 feet below
sea level), and cloying mud removes
unwanted skin blemishes and even
stretch marks. Who would have known?

About an hour later, packed and ready to
go, I finally climbed back onto al
Hajar and set off to see for myself what
is considered to be one of the world’s
most important religious sites-Bethany
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CHARLESTOWN, NEVIS –In a brief
ceremony held on March 3 at its Nevis
office, 9 staff members of the St. Kitts-Nevis-
Anguilla National Bank Limited were
awarded for their long service.  The Branch
was opened in April 1975.

The Ceremony, which formed a part of the
Bank’s 45th Anniversary celebrations, was
attended by Board Chair, Mr. Howard
McEachrane and CEO, Ms. Dawne
Williams.  Also in attendance were Board
Members, Mr. Theodore Hobson and Dr.
Cardell Rawlins as well as Senior
Executives, Mrs. Bernice Grante-Kelly and
Mrs. Jacqueline Hewlett. 

Receiving awards were, Mrs. Sherming
Lewis,  Ms. Roslyn Mills, Mr. Joel Moving,
Mrs. Petronella Wade, Mrs. Myrthlyn
Loncke, Mr. Rupert Challenger, Mrs.
Ermine Morris, Mrs. Voretta Bailey and Mr.
Purcell Ferguson.

In presenting her welcome remarks Branch
Manager, Mrs. Sherming Lewis compli-
mented her staff for their hard work over the

years and made special mention that they
should feel honoured that they had con-
tributed to the success of the largest Bank
in the OECS.  

Chairman McEachrane also thanked the
staff for their dedication and hard work and
emphasized the need for continued commit-
ment particularly in these tough economic

times.  Mr. McEachrane mentioned that it
was quite remarkable that some members of
staff  had served the institution for over 25
years.  “This speaks to commitment on your

part” he stated, “and of this you should be
proud”.  The longest-serving member of staff
at the Branch is Mr. Purcell Furguson, who

By Jáedee S.K. Caines

State-owned ZIZ Radio celebrated its
55th anniversary on Saturday [March
5].

The celebrations, which were low-key,
featured an Open House and live radio
giveaways on March 5 and a church
service at the Antioch Baptist Church
on March 6.

The company’s Acting General
Manager, Vere Galloway, in comment-
ing on the milestone, said “55 years of
any broadcast house is a tremendous
achievement in my book and I hope in
many person’s book as well.”

National Bank Awards 9 Long-Serving Employees of the Nevis Branch

ZIZ Radio Turns
55, Company
Heads Proud of

Accomplishments

Continued on page 18
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By Jáedee S.K. Caines

Last week, Senior Minister
within the Nevis Island
Administration [NIA] respon-
sible for Public Utilities, the
Hon. Alexis Jeffers
announced, via television, that
electricity consumers on Nevis
were now paying less money
to the state owned electricity
company, NEVLEC.

Min. Jeffers touted the
Concerned Citizens
Movement [CCM]-led gov-
ernment for the 5 cent reduction,
describing it as “dramatic” as con-
sumers who paid 22 cents per kilowatt
hour would now be paying 17 cents per
kilowatt hour.

But Opposition Senator and Former
Minister responsible for Public
Utilities, the Hon. Carlisle Powell says
the reduction comes “too little too
late.”

“They campaigned on that and refused
to pass on the savings even when the
price of oil reached $28 a barrel,”
Powell said in an interview with The
Observer, adding that “They promised
lower rates in 90 days and it took them

over 900 days, no, over 1000 days.”

When asked to respond to Senator
Powell’s comment, Minister Jeffers
said “I was pretty explanatory in my
speech.” 

With the reduced payment announce-
ment, more praise has come in for
Senior Minister Jeffers who has been
described by some nationals as “the
hardest working minister in the NIA”
but Senator Powell and Federal
Parliamentarian Hon. Patrice Nisbett
have criticized the term.

Powell commented, “Working hard
doing what? He is the Minister of
Housing for over three years now. NRP
built more houses in Cherry Gardens
than he has built in the whole island of
Nevis.”

Similar words were uttered by Nisbett
during a recent broadcast of “On
Target” on Choice Radio.

In his continued critique of Minister
Jeffers, Powell asked “What is the
sense of working hard and not showing
positive results?” adding that “Hardest
working is also relative…in the land of
the blind the one eye man is still king
so maybe the hopeful few think that his
low achievements [are] better than the
no achievements of the others.”

This week, the NIA’s Junior Minister
responsible for Public Utilities Hon.
Troy Liburd dedicated the popular “On
The Mark” Programme on VON Radio
to discussing Minister Jeffers’
announcement.

In addition to praising his CCM-led
government for the initiative, Liburd
reminded that his team was working to
further reduce energy payments with
the planned introduction of Geothermal
Energy and Waste to Energy.

According to the NIA’s records, in
January 2013, “the company
[NEVLEC] owed its suppliers approxi-
mately EC$7.8 million for fuel.”

“Customers including the Nevis Island
Administration owed NEVLEC some
EC$21,776,494,” according to Minister
Jeffers.

Today,”It means therefore, that we
have been able to remove a debt of
some EC$7.8 million met three years
ago, to a situation where NEVLEC is
now current and meeting its obligations
to its suppliers in a timely and satisfac-
tory manner. This is a significant
accomplishment and one worthy of
commendation,” Minister Jeffers said.

C M Y K
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St. Kitts and
Nevis – With over
a quarter century
of experience,
Charles Morton
has been appointed
by Scotiabank to
lead its Corporate
& Commercial
Banking team in St
Kitts and Nevis.

The new Senior
Manager & Team
Lead for Corporate
& Commercial
Banking started
his career as a
Consumer Credit
Interview Clerk at
Scotiabank in
September 1987
and has worked his
way up through the
bank since then.

He has also served
as Accounting
Officer, Teller
S u p e r v i s o r ,
Assistant Manager for
Service and Support and
Branch Manager of the
Bird Rock and Nevis
branches. Before his pro-
motion, Morton worked
as Relationship Manager

for Corporate &
Commercial Banking.

In his new position,
Morton will manage the
daily operations of the
Corporate and

C o m m e r c i a l
Banking unit,
ensuring that the
banking needs of
the bank’s largest
business clients
are met.

Scotiabank St.
Kitts and Nevis
Country Manager
Dave Ramsumair
welcomed the
appointment, stat-
ing:

“Scotiabank is
committed to
offering the best
possible service to
our commercial
clients which is
why having some-
one with Charles’
experience and
expertise at the
head of this team is
so important. We
know he will bring
his dedication to

service and knowledge to
bear on this new role,
just as he has done in his
previous posts. Charles is
very well known in the
banking sector within the
Federation.”

Scotiabank Appoints New
Corporate & Commercial Head
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Ministry of Tourism.

Randy Jeffers, the owner of Lime
Tours, voiced his displeasure on social
media last week. His involvement
became personal he stated when Slagon
contacted their agent and “bashed”
Limes Tours.

Jeffers wrote on social media that dur-
ing the incident Slagon, “told the agent
Lime Tours is sh*t and crap compared
to his F M Tours.”

Jeffers said that Lime used tour guides
from both Nevis Taxi Association and
Queen Taxi association.

“These taxi men have to take a course
through Ministry of Tourism to get cer-
tified before they can go on the road to
operate tours for our taxi service,”
Jeffers explained. “I actually had to lay
off one driver because the police said
the driver is not certified to be on the
road. We now learning that none of FM
tour guides have even taken a course
with the Ministry and are conducting
tours every day,” he alleges in his post-
ing.

Funky Monkey owner Greg Slagon
lashed at Jeffers in an email response to
The Observer.

Slagon said he is “aware of the misin-
formation, baseless and slanderous
allegations recently asserted by Mr.
Randy Jeffers and his taxi driver asso-
ciates.”

Slagon said the Funky Monkey is a reg-
istered business that has been actively
in operation for eight years. “We have a
physical location on the Island Main
Road in Nelson Spring, own substantial
equipment, pay our taxes as specified
and our expertly trained staff is either
citizens, residents or employees with
work permits,” he told The Observer.

Slagon further explained that the reason
his vehicles carry ‘P’ plates is because
they were provided to them initially. He
said Funky Monkey offers three-and-a-
half hour off-road island tours, and his
business accounts for only 5% of tours
given on the island, while the vast
majority, are done by other companies.

“Our guests take a Funky Monkey tour
because they want to, they seek us out
for the opportunity to explore Nevis
from an off road perspective,” Slagon
concluded.

C M Y K
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Taxi Drivers Threaten
to strike in Funky
Monkey dispute

From page 11



LOCAL NEWS

By Jáedee S.K. Caines 

A group of young people
on Nevis have joined the
rest of the world in
observing World
Rotaract Week 2016.

World Rotaract Week,
which runs from March 7
to 14, puts the spotlight
on the March 13 obser-
vance of World Rotaract
Day.

The Rotary club of
Nevis, led by President
Latoya Jones began its
activities on Sunday
[March 6] with a church

service at the St. Paul’s
Anglican Church. 

On Monday [March 7],
members read stories to
children of the
Charlestown Preschool.
That activity was fol-
lowed on Tuesday
[March 8] by a visit to
the Flamboyant Nursing
Home. 

On Wednesday [March
9], they were featured on

VON Radio’s “On the
Mark” show.

Other activities that form
part of World Rotaract
Week 2016 are the
mounting of an
Information Booth at the
Memorial Square on
Friday, a beach clean up
exercise on Saturday and
a beach picnic on
Sunday.

The proposal of estab-
lishing a “World Rotaract
Day”, to be celebrated
annually by all
Rotaractors, was present-
ed to Rotary

International by DRR
1989-90 of D.2420,
Turkey, Rtr. Derya SEN-
SOY, on February 23,
1990.

Following a Rotary
Convention in Mexico in
June 1991, the Board of
Directors of RI approved
the proposal as a project
to be implemented. 

According to the organi-
sation’s social media

account, “in 1993, due to
the 25th anniversary of

the Rotaract Program,
World Rotaract Day was

extended to
W o r l d
R o t a r a c t
Week (the
second week
of March)”.

The Rotaract
Club of
Nevis was
established
on the 19th
of December
2015 and
o f f i c i a l l y
became char-
tered by
R o t a r y
International
on February
3rd of 2016.
It is spon-

sored by the Rotary Club
of Liamigua.

C M Y K
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Nevisians Join Worldwide Observance of Rotaract Week 2016

Members of the Rotaract Club of Nevis follow-
ing worship at the St. Paul’s Anglican Church

Member of Rotaract Club of Nevis
engages preschool children

Rotaract Club of Nevis reads to preschool children



By Staff Writer

Minister of Tourism, the
Hon. Lindsay Grant says
the government is clamp-
ing down on the contin-
ued distribution of wrist-
bands with the names of
business places at Port
Zante.

The disclosure came fol-
lowing a heated exchange
between several busi-
ness owners at the port on
grievances that have been
voiced by tourists from
cruise ships.  

A guest on WINN FM
radio program, ‘Voices’
on Wednesday (Mar. 5),
Mr. Grant said the deci-
sion taken by his Ministry

and the Tourism Authority
is to correct a wrong tak-
ing place at one of the
ports of entry.

“What the Ministry of
Tourism and the St. Kitts
Tourism Authority is say-

ing is what you are doing
is absolutely wrong and
you must cease and desist
from doing it further, he
declared.”

He noted that if the mer-
chants continue to distrib-

ute the bands with false
advertising it would be at
their peril, since the gov-
ernment will bring new
legislation to the National
Assembly to combat
solicitation of tourists at
the port.

“If you continue to do it,
you fall on your peril”

Grant said. ‘You have
been given ample notice,
you have been given
ample opportunities - so if
you feel that it is your
right to continue then con-
tinue, and when the law
comes down on you you
will have to suffer what
you have to suffer.”

Several Indian business
owners on Port Zante
have voiced their dissatis-
faction witht the govern-
ment’s refusal to allow
them to use taxi operators
to advertise their busi-
nesses, when they do not

take out spots in cruise
magazines like the bigger
establishments.

Manager of Royal Gems
Rajesh admitted that he
uses the taxi operators to
advertise his businesses
via the wristbands and in
return they are paid a
commission.

He claims it is letsthe
money circulate locally
when giving business to
the operators.

However, Grant, reiterat-
ed that “we are saying that
it is wrong”, pointing out
that if they are patriotic
then they should give out
blank bands with only the
names of the tour opera-
tors, so that the tourist can
be easily identified.

“I am almost certain that
you would not buy thou-
sands of bands without

your name being printed
on them because that is
not your modus operan-
di,” Granted said.

Chief Executive Officer
of the St. Kitts Tourism
Authority, Raquel Brown
has criticized merchants
for the false advertising
used, pointing to one
occassion where a tourist
was directed to her to
report the sale of a fake
pearl necklace by one of
the stores.

“The issue is not about
solicitation, this is about
advertising and what gov-
erns advertising as a taxi
tour operator or tour com-
panies, under the pre-
scribed areas on St. Kitts
and Nevis,” she said.

“As it speaks to the bands,
the issue is that there is

information that is placed
on the bands that is come
and get your free pearls -
come see Vini...(or) it
would either say Royal
Gems…”

“The issue as it speaks to
the bands has false adver-
tising on there since they
are not real pearls.”

The Tourism Ministry and
the Merchants held a
meeting on Tuesday (
March 8) to discuss what
to do to correct the prob-
lem. 

“ZIZ, over the years, was
able to hold its own,
keeping up with technol-
ogy and all of the chal-
lenges facing the broad-
cast industry then and
now,” Galloway
explained.

He also thanked the com-
pany’s “clients and cus-
tomers” stating that “If it

was not for them, the
road to 55 years would
not have been easy.”

Meantime, Chairman of
the company’s Board of
Directors Douglas
Wattley said their past
and present employees
had helped to lead ZIZ to
this milestone.

“It is to their credit that

over the years they have
fulfilled their roles,” he
said during an interview
on ZIZ Television. 

Those roles, according to
Chairman Wattley, “have
always been stated to be
the dissemination of
information, the enter-
tainment of a population,
and also the education of
a nation.”
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Tourism Ministry puts stop to wristband operation on Port Zante

ZIZ Radio Turns 55, Company Heads
Proud of Accomplishments

from page 13

Port Zante
Basseterre, St. Kitts
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By Monique Washington

Magistrate Yasmine
Clarke on Thursday pre-
sented a summation of an
inquest into the shooting
of a 17-year-old youth by
an off-duty police officer
at a local club to five
jurors who immediately
handed down a “not-
guilty verdict.”

Magistrate Clarke’s sum-
mation came after the
jurors stood by during a
lengthy inquest that went
on week-after-week. An
inquest was ordered to
meet Federation laws say-
ing all deaths which occur
unnaturally must have an
inquest performed.

The jurors were consider-
ing murder charges for an
off-duty police officer in
the shooting death of 17-
year-old Philo Wallace, an
upcoming Nevisian crick-
eter. Wallace attended a
party last October at
Enrique’s night club in
Charlestown. It is alleged
that an altercation
between him and an off
duty officer ensued.
Young Wallace was then

shot in the night club in
his chest by the officer
and ran towards the exit.
He was rushed to the
Alexander hospital where
he later succumbed to his
injuries.

Philo would have cele-
brated his 18th birthday
Sunday, but his father
Hugh ‘Raffie’ Wallace,
who was hoping for a
guilty verdict, said now he
will not have anything to
celebrate.

Wallace said he felt the
verdict handed down
Thursday by the jurors
was “heartless.”

Wallace, who spoke to
The Observer hours
before anyone knew the
jury had decided on a ver-
dict, said he had hoped for
the best. 

Five months after his
son’s death, the distraught
father is left to celebrate
Philo’s 18th birthday
alone on Sunday. He said,
“I plan to go over to his
grave and paint it.”

Wallace said it took a very

long time to complete the
inquest. He said the whole
process was an ordeal and
now that the not-guilty
decision has been deliv-
ered, he is even more frus-
trated. 

“This has been very frus-
trating for me, Wallace
said. “But I bet if the situ-
ation was the other way
around it would have been
over and done with a long
time ago.”

No announcement was
made in advance to any of
Wallace’s family before
the verdict was read.

Wallace told The
Observer he feels “terrible
and awful.”

“Not one soul informed
me,” he said. “Hector
called me to say he was
sorry. That man got set
free. Nothing, he got
away.”

Wallace said that he sat in
the court for every session
of the inquest and heard
all the testimony.

“I was in the court, I sat in

the court and waited for
the jurors to return with
that verdict,” Wallace
said. “They are heartless.
But there is a God, what it
will be it will be, today for
me tomorrow for you.”

Attorney Dr. Henry
Brown was not on the
island and does not know
about the verdict. Wallace
said he will await Brown’s
return to find out what he
recommends as the next
step.

Hyacinth Forbes, Philo
Wallace’s aunt told The
Observer she received a
phone call to inform her
of the jury’s decision.

“I am in shock, but trust
me it ain’t finished there,”
she said.

In November then Acting
Director of Public
P r o s e c u t i o n s ,
Arudranauth Gossai
requested to the

Magistrate court a coro-
ner’s inquest into the
death of Philo Wallace

“Today they set a man
free for murder, I guess
they were saying he is
right in his actions,”
Wallace concluded.

Jury acquits off-duty policeman in shooting;
father calls their verdict “heartless”

Hugh ‘Raffie’ Wallace



2010 – 2013 and UWI
Coordinator for the MSc
Programme in Politics
and International
Cooperation. She is cur-
rently seconded to
SALISES Mona as a
Senior Research Fellow
and serves as
Coordinator for the
SALISES M.Phil/PhD
programme.

She has enhanced the
reputation of the UWI by
serving on several
national, regional and
i n t e r n a t i o n a l
boards/committees and
has produced several
technical reports that
have been critical to the
advancement of
Caribbean regionalism as

well as Caribbean and
L a t i n
American/Caribbean and
European relations. More
specifically, Dr. Byron-
Reid has served on con-
sultancy teams that pro-
duced technical reports
for the Caribbean
Regional Negotiating
machinery, the OECS
S e c r e t a r i a t ,
ECLAC/CDCC, the
UNDP, the International
Centre for Trade and sus-
tainable Development,
the Commonwealth
Secretariat and One
World Action.

She has been invited to
present at international
projects and programs
such as the UN Special
Committee on

Decolonization, the
SIDS Unit of the UN
Department for
Economic and Social
Affairs and the
ACP/CARIFORUM. She
has also served on the
PSOJ Trade Committee
and on the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and
Foreign Trade JTAT
Committee.

She completed a BA in
French and Spanish at
The UWI, Cave Hill
Campus, Barbados, fol-
lowed by a postgraduate
Diploma in International
Relations from The
UWI, St Augustine
Campus, Trinidad &
Tobago. She went on to
complete her Doctor of
Philosophy (PhD) degree

in Political Science
(International Relations)
at the University of
Geneva, Switzerland.

Dr. Byron-Reid is a high-
ly respected academic
who has made a pro-
found contribution to her
field in the area of
regionalism as well as on
foreign policy and diplo-
macy of small develop-
ing states in the
Caribbean. Her work is
recognized across the
English, French, Spanish
and Dutch-speaking
Caribbean, and further
afield.

As an academic, Dr
Byron-Reid has redevel-
oped and taught several
core courses and elec-
tives in the International
Relations undergraduate
degree programme as
well as three courses in
the Master’s degree pro-
gram in International
Relations. She led the
development of the
Department’s offerings
on Latin American com-
parative politics.

In her contribution to
University life she has
played a leading admin-
istrative role in curricu-
lum development, pro-
gramme reviews, depart-
mental and graduate
research seminars as well
as scholarly collabora-
tion with international
and regional partners.
She has mentored and
supervised more than 50
local, regional and inter-
national students and
managed the administra-
tive portfolio of the
department in the capaci-
ties of Unit Coordinator
for International
Relations, Graduate
Coordinator for the
department as well as
head of the Department
of Government from
2010 – 2013 and UWI
Coordinator for the MSc
Programme in Politics
and International
Cooperation. She is cur-
rently seconded to
SALISES Mona as a
Senior Research Fellow
and serves as
Coordinator for the
SALISES M.Phil/PhD
programme.

Dr Byron-Reid has
enhanced the reputation
of the UWI by serving on
several national, regional
and international
boards/committees and
has produced several
technical reports that
have been critical to the
advancement of

Caribbean regionalism as
well as Caribbean and
L a t i n
American/Caribbean and
European relations. More
specifically, Dr. Byron
has served on consultan-
cy teams that produced
technical reports for the
Caribbean Regional
Negotiating machinery,
the OECS Secretariat,
ECLAC/CDCC, the
UNDP, the International
Centre for Trade and sus-
tainable Development,
the Commonwealth
Secretariat and One
World Action.

She has been invited to
present at international
projects and programmes
such as the UN Special
Committee on
Decolonization, the
SIDS Unit of the UN
Department for
Economic and Social
Affairs and the
ACP/CARIFORUM. She
has also served on the
PSOJ Trade Committee
and on the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and
Foreign Trade JTAT
Committee.

She completed a BA in
French and Spanish at
The UWI, Cave Hill
Campus, Barbados, fol-
lowed by a postgraduate
Diploma in International
Relations from The
UWI, St Augustine
Campus, Trinidad &
Tobago. She went on to
complete her Doctor of
Philosophy (PhD) degree
in Political Science
(International Relations)
at the University of
Geneva, Switzerland. 

Dr Byron-Reid has rede-
veloped and taught sev-
eral core courses and
electives in the
International Relations
undergraduate degree
programme as well as
three courses in the
Master’s degree pro-
gramme in International
Relations. She led the
development of the
Department’s offerings
on Latin American com-
parative politics.

In her contribution to
University life she has
played a leading admin-
istrative role in curricu-
lum development, pro-
gramme reviews, depart-
mental and graduate
research seminars as well
as scholarly collabora-
tion with international
and regional partners.
She has mentored and
supervised more than 50
local, regional and inter-

national students and
managed the administra-
tive portfolio of the
department in the capaci-
ties of Unit Coordinator
for International
Relations, Graduate
Coordinator for the
department as well as
head of the Department
of Government from
2010 – 2013 and UWI
Coordinator for the MSc
Programme in Politics
and International
Cooperation. She is cur-
rently seconded to
SALISES Mona as a
Senior Research Fellow
and serves as
Coordinator for the
SALISES M.Phil/PhD
programme.

She has enhanced the
reputation of the UWI by
serving on several
national, regional and
i n t e r n a t i o n a l
boards/committees and
has produced several
technical reports that
have been critical to the
advancement of
Caribbean regionalism as
well as Caribbean and
L a t i n
American/Caribbean and
European relations. More
specifically, Dr. Byron-
Reid has served on con-
sultancy teams that pro-
duced technical reports
for the Caribbean
Regional Negotiating
machinery, the OECS
S e c r e t a r i a t ,
ECLAC/CDCC, the
UNDP, the International
Centre for Trade and sus-
tainable Development,
the Commonwealth
Secretariat and One
World Action.

She has been invited to
present at international
projects and programs
such as the UN Special
Committee on
Decolonization, the
SIDS Unit of the UN
Department for
Economic and Social
Affairs and the
ACP/CARIFORUM. Dr
Byron-Reid has also
served on the PSOJ
Trade Committee and on
the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and Foreign
Trade JTAT Committee.

The St. Kitts-Nevis
Labour Party congrat-
ulates Dr. Byron-Reid
on this outstanding
achievement, which
coincides with celebra-
tions to mark the 100th
Birthday of the
Federation’s First
Premier, First National
Hero and Father of
Independence.
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Nevisian Jessica Byron-Reid promoted to UWI Professor
From page 10
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By Staff Writer

St. Kitts and Nevis
Football Association
(SKNFA) will soon com-
plete a technical center
for several operations
after the organization on
Saturday, March 5,
signed a US$600,000
contract for the comple-
tion of the second phase
of the major project.

Media representatives
and Club officials toured
the completed Phase-1 of
the project, which
according to SKNFA,
will house the Referees
Association, visiting
teams, match officials, a
gym for players and a
conference facility.

President of the local
Association, Anthony

J o h n s o n
explained
that the
body has
b e e n
e n g a g e d
in a num-
ber of pro-
jects over
the years
to develop
the sport
locally, and the develop-
ment of the center is one
of the highlights.

“For us the goal project
is a very important devel-
opment as far as the sport
of football is concerned,
here in St. Kitts and
Nevis,” Mr. Johnson
said.

He commended all par-
ticipants of the project
including Contractor

Lennox Warner and his
company, Lennox
Warner and Partners
Building Contractor.

Warner also came in for
praise from FIFA’s repre-
sentative at the signing
Howard Mackintosh.

Mr. Mackintosh said the
goal project program was
designed to assist mem-
ber association in estab-
lishing homes for their

various associations,
adding that the contractor
carried out a good job in
the first phase.

“We have had an excel-
lent relationship on phase
one and we are continu-
ing with the Consultant
and the contractor based
on their good work,” he
said.

He pointed out that the
association has an
administrative home but
not a technical facility.
This will change when
the project is completed
in eight months, he
added.  

“Part of the reason why
FIFA is so supportive of
the SKNFA is because
they have been doing
well as a member associ-
ation and performing at
all levels,” he said.  “I am
happy to be here and
happy to be supportive of
all the opportunities
being pursued.”

The second phase of the
goal project will see the
completion of the entire

facility and the develop-
ment of a field that will
be used for training and
technical work.

According to head of the
local Goal project
Committee Cornelius
Williams, each of the two
phases of the project,
FIFA had allocated
US$500,000 towards the
completion of the facili-
ty.

He noted that the com-
pound including the two
storied structure is
approximately 15,000
square feet, while the
facility is constructed on
5.7 acres of land space.

execute the Police
D e v e l o p m e n t
Programme which was
jointly financed by the
British Government and
the Government of St.
Kitts and Nevis in
response to the state of
affairs in the Police
Force at the time.

He explained that the
Force, then led by
B r i t i s h - b o r n
Commissioner Reynolds
and a team of advisors,
had put a structure in
place to respond to alle-
gations of promotion not
been properly made. 

“A proper structure was
put in place that allowed
for vacancies to be
advertised in the Force.
There was an open sys-
tem of application for
promotion starting with
an interview and writing
an examination.
Following a process, rec-
ommendations by the
Personnel Manager to
the Minister of National
Security via the
Permanent Secretary
were made for promo-
tions were made.” 

Dr. Douglas pointed out
that there was no need
for him to interfere
because it was at the end
of the process and the
recommendation was
finalised and then sent to
the Police Service
Commission or the
Public Service
Commission, depending

on the rank, and then to
the Governor-General to
make the appointment.

He however pointed
accusing fingers at
Josephine Huggins for
the state of affairs in rela-
tion to promotion in the
Police Force.

“We had tremendous dif-
ficulty, even after the
Cabinet had approved it.
In fact, sitting as the
Chairman of the Public
Service Commission and
the Police Service
Commission at that time
was Josephine Huggins,
who is now the Cabinet
Secretary. She basically
carried out a one man
campaign. Even the
Governor-General got
involved, and when I sat
with him to discuss the
matter he told me he was
not in favour of delegat-
ing his responsibility to
the Commissioner of
Police. What was her
claim, that we wanted to
give a white man from
England the job that the
Governor-General and
the Public Service
Commission and the
Police Service
Commission had been
responsible for. 

“She did not realise that a
white man was only
going to be in the job for
three to four years then it
would be headed by all
local black people.
Because of her stubborn
resistance and because of
the refusal of those in
authority above the

Commissioner to dele-
gate their responsibility
to the Commissioner of
Police, naturally it never
happened.

“That is why today any
matter that has to go to
the Public Service
Commission has to be
approved by the Minister
of National Security
without the minister
however, at least this
minister when I was
there, getting involved in
any direct discussion to
prevent a recommenda-
tion of appointment and
promotion that was com-
ing through the system.” 

In a national address via
radio and television on
Tuesday (Feb. 9), Prime
Minister Harris
announced the appoint-
ments of Ian Queeley as
Commissioner of Police
and four Superintendents
to Assistant
Commissioners.

The five appointees are
now members of the new
Police High Command
but they all have been
placed on a 12-month
probation.

However, since the airing
of Queen’s Counsel
Ferdinand’s commentary
on Monday (Feb. 22) and
Dr. Douglas’ response
some three days later, the
nation is yet to hear from
the sitting Prime
Minister or any Minister
of the Government of
National Unity on this
issue.

FIFA, SKNFA sign contract for Phase 2 of Goal Project
Page 21

Queen’s Counsel’s Commentary ruffles
feathers in the political arena

From page 5
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beyond the Jordan. This is the place,
according to the gospels of Matthew,
Mark, and Luke, where Jesus himself
was baptized by John the Baptist, and
from where he began his trek into the
wilderness to fast for forty days and forty
nights. It’s also believed to be where the
first five apostles met, and from where
the prophet Elijah ascended to heaven in
a chariot. A UNESCO World Heritage
Site, Bethany was visited by the late
Pope John Paul II in March, 2006, when
he officially declared the site’s authentic-
ity. As can well be imagined, the site is
visited by countless thousands of people,
of many diverse religious beliefs,
throughout the year.

The Baptism Site. Only discovered after
the peace treaty between Jordan and
Israel was implemented in 1994, which
allowed archaeologists to pursue their
investigations. Even then, there were
doubts as to the exact location, since the
River Jordan’s watercourse was two hun-
dred meters away. But then, in 2003, dur-
ing exceptionally heavy rains, the origi-
nal watercourse reappeared. All doubts
were put aside.

While walking back from the river
towards the baptism site, I saw another
escorted shuttle bus pull up. About a
dozen passengers of various ages, mostly
men and all clad in identical T-shirts,
descended and began making their way
along the pathway in a single, orderly

file. Although obviously excited, most
spoke among themselves in subdued
whispers. Arriving at the platform across
from the baptism site, each individual
made the sign of the cross. From that
point on, the atmosphere was instantly
transformed, filled with excitement and
the endless clicking of cameras. It was
then that I noticed JEWS FOR JESUS
imprinted on the front of their shirts.

After a few minutes, I got into a casual
conversation with a couple of them.
Ephraim (“Just call me Eph”),a friendly
young American in his mid-thirties, told
me that he was a high school teacher in
suburban Long Island, near New York
City. He’d joined several others from his
religious group to make what, to them,
must have represented the trip of a life-
time.

I asked him about their itinerary. Were
they planning to continue across the
River Jordan into the occupied territories
and on to Bethlehem? And to other holy
sites in Israel?

He shook his head sadly. “ I wish.”

“It’s not safe,” added David, one of his
companions. “At least, not for us.” 

I looked at him in astonishment. “What
do you mean?”

Eph and David went on to explain that, in
the eyes of a small minority of ultra-
Orthodox Jews inside Israel, a born Jew
converting to Christianity (or Islam), no
matter where he or she was from, was
considered the ultimate betrayal of faith.
There had even been a number assaults
on such converts in the past, David said.
Even killings. In any case, he added, their
return tickets to New York were on
Jordanian Airways, direct from Amman.

For me, hearing something like this was
totally unexpected. But, as a journalist,
it’s not my place to make a judgement
one way or another, only to recount what

was told to me. Whether based on fact or
not, I still found the event deeply disturb-
ing, and still do. 

The Middle East is indeed a complex part
of the world. And becoming more so, it
seems, by the day. 

The Chapel of the Jordan River.

The interior of the Greek Orthodox
Church on the River Jordan, Bethany.

The River Jordan at Bethany, about a
hundred yards from where Jesus is
believed to have been baptized. On the
opposite bank, less than twenty feet away,
Israeli-occupied Palestine. The baptism
site can only be reached by escorted shut-
tle bus and constitutes the narrowest
physical-and least militarized-border
between Israel and any Arab country.

Northwest Jordan, looking toward the
Sea of Galilee, with  Israel in the dis-
tance.  Syria’s Golan Heights (presently
monitored by United Nations peacekeep-
ers) on the right. 

Three friends in the desert.

* All images,except map, by the
author.

In our next article: al Hajar’s voyage
continues to the mysterious and magi-
cal city of Petra.
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My Two-Wheeled Pilgrimage To The Holy Land
From page 12

nities. 

Immigrant Investor
Programs abound, even
the US has its EB-5 Visa
program requiring appli-
cants to invest $500,000
to $1 million and
requires at least 10 jobs
to be created or pre-
served to become eligible
for a green card. Similar
programs exist for a
handful of countries that
are either highly devel-
oped or provide legal and
tax advantages. A few of
the leading countries
include Australia,
Belgium, Cypress,
Malta, New Zealand, the
United Kingdom.

Several thousand people
spend more than $2 bil-
lion to add a second or
even third passport,
according to
Christian Kalin, a citi-
zenship and immigration
expert with Henley &
Partners. He is the author
of the Global Residence
& Citizenship
Handbook, editor and co-
author of the Switzerland
Business & Investment
Handbook and numerous
other publications.

“In today’s globalized
world, visa restrictions
play an important role in
controlling the move-
ment of foreign nationals
a c r o s s
borders,” Kalin told

the Observer. “Almost
all countries now require
visas from certain non-
nationals who wish to
enter their territory. Visa
requirements are also an
expression of the rela-
tionships between indi-
vidual nations and gener-
ally reflect the relations
and status of a country
within the international
community of nations.

“Visa restrictions are
imposed by countries to
control the crossing of
their borders. Almost all
countries now require
visas from certain non-
citizens who wish to
enter (or leave) their ter-
ritory.”

Kalin explains, “a visa
does not guarantee entry,
however. It merely indi-
cates that your passport
and visa application have
been reviewed by a con-
sular officer at an
embassy or consulate of
the country you wish to
enter, and that the officer
has determined that you
are generally eligible to
enter the country for a
specific purpose.

“A visa allows you to
travel to the destination
country as far as the port
of entry (airport, seaport
or land border crossing)
and ask the immigration
officer to allow you to
enter the country. In most
countries the immigra-

tion officer has the
authority to permit you to
enter. He or she usually
also decides how long
you can stay for any par-
ticular visit.”

It is important to find out
before travelling whether
you need a visa to enter
your destination or tran-
sit country. According to
Henley & Partners, St.
Kitts ranks number 32 in
an overview of selected
countries issuing CBI
documents. A St.
Kitts passport permits the
holder to enter 132 coun-
tries Canada is no longer
on that list and Brazil
was recently added.

CBI programmes

have recently been
i m p l e m e n t e d
by many cash-strapped
countries to bolster their
coffers. In 2015, new
programmes were intro-
duced in Antigua and
Barbuda, Grenada,
Malta, the Netherlands
and Spain. These coun-
tries allow direct citizen-
ship by investment or
routes to citizenship for
wealthy investors.

Countries offering CBI
programs include, but are
not limited to: Antigua
and Barbuda, Belgium,
Bulgaria, Cyprus,
Dominica, Grenada,
Malta, the Netherlands,
Portugal, Russia, Spain
and St. Kitts and Nevis.

Entry Visas Mulled: Canadian, US, French, EU Officials Monitor SKN Passport Holders
From page 7
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“What the Prime Minister needs to bear
in mind is that for 22 months when he
was in opposition trying to get a No
Confidence Motion, it was the same
media houses that were giving him their
time, giving him space in the paper.
And, in fact, the government ought to
be responsible enough to share informa-
tion properly with the media; make sure
that the media have proper access and
make sure that when it gets out it gets
out to everybody and not to one person
running with something and put it out
there...”

To lend further credence to his view on
the sharing of information, Williams
provided an example.

“When the Canadian Prime Minister
visited St. Kitts-Nevis, I knew before he
came that he was coming. I knew where
he was and where he was staying. In
fact, I sent a message to Premier Amory
indicating that I know, but he didn’t
respond. I could have done a story but,
to be responsible, the Canadian Prime
Minister was visiting on a private vaca-
tion and I knew that if we were to do a
story then all eyes would be on the

Prime Minister and we refrained from
doing anything.”

The Editor-in-Chief reminded the mod-
erator and listeners to the programme of
the many pictures posted on the Internet
by a particular social media outlet
showing the different places visited by
the Canadian Prime Minister and his
family.

“That to me is very irresponsible report-
ing,” He emphasised. “And the thing is
that I don’t see many of us going with
stethoscopes, but all kinds of people are

coming into the field saying they are
journalists and the government is basi-
cally catering to them and giving them
information as if they are the media.”

Williams reiterated that for almost two
years mainstream media houses had
given Prime Minister Harris and Team
Unity a voice on the issue of the No
Confidence Motion, adding that “for 22
hard months when I made The Observer
every week there was an editorial, every
week there were comments, every week
there were stories, and all of a sudden
now we are no longer useful”.
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NEVIS - Land for Sale
Clifton Estate

760-0482/663-6296

NEVIS - fully furnished 2 bed,
1 bath apt. in Jessup.
760-0482/663-6296.

The Pink Daisy Salon & Spa is
looking for a honest reliable certified

Esthetician capable of Waxing, Facials, and
Nails. Must have transport. Interested person
call 766-7465/763-9647 to set up an interview

Powerful spiritual healer mother king
miracle worker solves all problems

reunites lovers overpowers all obstacles
calls enemies by name call now free

reading 704-771-3565

ZACARIAS LANDSCAPING
WANTED Two (2) Workers with
Three (3) Years Experience

Call: 667 - 9914

WANTED One (1) Finishing
Carpenter with Five (5) Years
Experience Call Simmons’
Construction 869-766 - 1894

Forbes Scooter Rental
Needs one (1) Handyman.

Interested persons please call
1 869 663 - 8357

Dominque Construction
Needs 1 Carpenter/Joiner
Specialize in Furniture

5 Years experience. Call 665-2400

Observer Publisher accuses Government of being bias towards mainstream media houses

EMPLOYMENT  EMPLOYMENT  EMPLOYMENT  EMPLOYMENT  EMPLOYMENT  EMPLOYMENT  EMPLOYMENT  EMPLOYMENT

REAL ESTATE  GENERAL  REAL ESTATE  GENERAL  REAL ESTATE  GENERAL  REAL ESTATE  GEN-
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has been in
the institu-
ion’s employ

for 37 years.  At a recently
held Banquet held in honour
of staff, Mr. Rupert

Challenger was awarded as
Employee of the Year for the
Nevis Branch.

The awardees were quite
pleased with their rewards

and pledged their continued
commitment.  Employees
were also grateful that man-
agement at the highest level
took the time to be present at
this ceremony.  

National Bank is proud of its
staff and pledges to continue
to serve the communities of
St. Kitts and Nevis with the
highest distinction.

National Bank
Awards 9 Long-
Serving Employees
of the Nevis Branch

From page 13



By Staff Writer

Kieran Powell couldn’t
quite make it to the major
leagues in baseball, but
it’s no matter. He is
returning to a favorite
Caribbean sport — crick-
et. 

The 26-year-old Powell
was selected in the 13-
man squad to play in the
next two rounds of the
Professional Cricket
League 4-day tourna-
ment.  This softened the
disappointment the ath-
lete experienced when
his bid to become a
major league baseball
player didn‘t quite make
the grade.

According to a statement
from the Leeward Island
Cricket Association
(LICA) on Monday
(Mar.8), Powell’s selec-
tion was the only change
to the squad currently
struggling in the compe-
tition. He replaces
injured Nelson Boland in
the training squad.

The hard hitting left-
handed opening batsman,
who played 21 test
matches for the West

Indies, is
expected to
be picked in
the final
p l a y i n g
eleven for
9th round
e n c o u n t e r
against table
toppers the
G u y a n a
Jaguars in
A n t i g u a ,
b e g i n n i n g
today (Mar.
11).

Powell, who
last repre-
sented West
Indies in
June 2014,
left cricket
to take up
professional
b a s e b a l l ,
where he
had a num-
ber of tryouts with sever-
al prominent teams,
including the Los
Angeles Dodgers,
according to Cricinfo.

“An opportunity came
about after a few discrep-
ancies with the West
Indies Cricket Board
and I decided to take
some time off from

cricket. Some footage of
me playing cricket was
seen by the LA
Dodgers.” Powell said,
during a recent media
conference.

During that meeting he
described his bid to join
the league as a once in a
lifetime opportunity,
which he was hoping to

grab with both hands.

One disappointed scout
was quoted by media in
the United States as say-
ing that “he sucks...and is
not worthy.”

Powell says he will focus
his attention to playing
domestic cricket with the
hope of regaining a place
in the regional team.

He made his debut  for
the West Indies One-day
lineup in 2009 before
gaining his Test cap in
2011 against India. To
date he has scored three
test match centuries and
seven ODI 50’s.

Below is the full squad
for the 9th and 10th
rounds of matches:

Nkrumah Bonner
(Captain), Orlando
Peters (Vice
Captain), Keacy
Carty, Rahkeem
Cornwall, Daron
C r u i c k s h a n k ,
Colin Hamer,
Jahmar Hamilton
(WKP), Montcin
Hodge, Alzarri
Joseph, Jeremiah
Louis, Kieran
Powell, Jacques
Taylor, Gavin
Tonge.

TEAM MAN-
AGEMENT

Hugh Gore – Team
Manager &
Mentor

R e g i n a l d
Benjamin – Head
Coach

Alister James – Physio &
Trainer

MATCH SCHEDULE

9th Round- 11th to 14th
Mar - LI Hurricanes vs
Guyana Jaguars –
SVRCG, Antigua

10th Round- 18th to 21st
Mar - LI Hurricanes vs
Barbados Pride – Warner
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Kieran Powell returns to cricket after failed baseball tryouts


