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By LR Liburd
St. Kitts-Nevis Observer

The voting process to
elect two Deputy Leaders
of the People’s Action
Movement (PAM) had
ended in controversy as
the Parliamentary
Representative for
Constituency Eight, the
Hon. Eugene Hamilton,
had reportedly lost his
position but the results
were subsequently not
officially declared.

Information reaching The
Observer states that
Hamilton was ousted by
new kid on the block
Vernon Connor who had
contested against Dr.
Douglas in the February
2015 and lost.

It was learnt that in pre-
vious elections held by
the political party, mem-
bers would have been
given one ballot to cast
their votes to elect two
Co-Deputy Leaders, but
last week at the Caucus
they received two ballots
to do so and, based on the
number count, it was
believed that some of
them voted twice for the
same nominee.

Speaking on Freedom
FM’s ‘Issues’Wednesday
(Apr. 13), Chairperson of
the St. Kitts-Nevis
Labour Party and
Parliamentary Rep-
resentative for Central
Basseterre, the Hon.
Marcella Liburd claimed
that deceit exists in PAM

and they wanted to get
the rid of Hamilton.

“...What you got there is
that they got rid of
Eugene Hamilton who
has been with PAM from
time immemorial. He
used to be the campaign
manager of Sidney
Morris. He came around
and he was the candidate.
He lost and he won, and
now what you have is a
coup by Shawn Richards
and Lindsay Grant and
the rest to get rid of
Eugene Hamilton as one
of the Deputy Leaders of
PAM. There is no trust
among them.”

Liburd also claimed that
a source told her
Hamilton was perceived

to be too close to Team
Unity.

“At the very start of all
this, he was too close to
Unity so they have to get
the rid of him.”

She opined that it is
wrong to remove a sitting
Parliamentary Rep-
resentation who has won
his seat and replace him
as Deputy Leader with
“someone who just come
and someone who ran in
the same election and
lost his deposit”.

Liburd said if the politi-
cal party intends to
replace a sitting
Parliamentarian who is
also the Leader of
Government Business in
the House with someone

who has lost his deposit
in the last election, “then
something is not
smelling good about
Unity”.

The politician also
claimed that Connor is an
advisor to the party’s
Leader and the decision
to oust Hamilton “is not
going down too well with
the people in the Cayon
community, because they
see it is not only being
disrespectful to Eugene

Hamilton and embarrass-
ing to him, but they see it
as disrespectful to them
who voted for him”.

She reminded that at the
last election Hamilton
had gotten the same
amount of votes as
Richards and it had taken
the Chairman’s vote
which made the latter
Leader of the party, “but
now they have made sure
that he is out of the way
because they do not trust

him”.

However, contrary to
Liburd’s statement of
Hamilton no longer
holds the position of
Deputy Leader, the
party’s Leader, Hon.
Shawn Richards, told
WINN FM that there has
been no change and he
confirmed that there was
indeed a controversy in
the election process.

“We had a Caucus and
Convention on Saturday
and Sunday of last week.
Indeed there was the vot-
ing process which would
have taken place to elect
the different administra-
tive officers for the party.
The position of Deputy
Political Leader, it is the
only position in the party
which requires two per-
sons. There were some
discrepancies with the
voting process of the
Deputy Political Leaders
and as such, is that it
been looked into. Until
there is a determination
on that there has been no
change.”

Efforts by this media
house to contact
Hamilton for a comment
were futile.
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Hon. Eugene Hamilton Vernon Connor

NOTICE
Any next of kin of the late MRS. HOSSELLA
BROWNE, of Boyds, St. Kitts who died on the
27th February, 2012, are requested to contact the
Attorney General’s Chambers, Government
Headquarters, Church Street, Basseterre, St.
Kitts on or before June 14th, 2016.

Controversy looms over PAM’s Election for Deputy Leadership



Panama made history in 1914 when the canal opened and
changed the world. It took ten years to build and was the second
attempt to shorten shipping routes.

In 2016, Panama is again making world changing history with the
disclosure (some say leak) of documents that prove some high
profile persons are hiding huge amounts of wealth there. No sur-
prises here; that is what certain banks and firms are about. The
world changing news is that this wealth was undeclared, unknown
and almost certainly untaxed. Infact, it appears that the owners
took great care that it was unknown, undetected and untraceable.
Little wonder that the O’Hallaran’s of this world took refuge in
Panama!

But what is the big deal? The big deal is that many of these per-
sons have amassed wealth far beyond reasonable explanations
and far beyond their normal salaries. Further, many of them had
pledged, by virtue of their office, to declare all of their wealth as a
condition of holding that office. We now know that they are
strangers to the truth.

While there has been no disclosure of any national or citizen of the
Federation in the revelations so far, we wouldn’t be surprised if
some become revealed later. Such hiding of wealth dovetails
neatly with the no-birth-place passports that had to be recently
recalled, and even with the apparent huge expenditure around
election time. It would be interesting to compare a list of no birth-
place passport holders with re-issued passports to see if there are
any differences.

The even bigger deal is that this money has remained hidden for
so long. How was it possible to resist the regulatory measures
that the G7 has been applying to our financial institutions (both
local and international)? How is it possible that Panama hasn’t
been blacklisted by the OECD. How come these depositors did-
n’t have to report their deposits to Uncle Sam? Clearly there is a
double standard here. We are not convinced that the only pur-
pose to this leak is mere disclosure; we believe there is more.

Maybe the whistle-blower became greedy. Maybe he found reli-
gion. Maybe he and the other law partners fell out. There are a
million maybes. Whatever his reason, we thank him/her/them,
and await the full revelation, the novel and the movie.

This is real Hollywood style intrigue.

COMMENTARY
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Editorial
Johnny O’

On Wednesday, 23rd
March, 2016, the UWI
Open Campus in St.
Kitts hosted a presenta-
tion and discussion enti-
tled ‘Fetal Alcohol
Spectrum Disorder’
(FASD), in which past
Resident tutor and Head
of the UWI Open
Campus, Mrs. Olivia
Edgecombe-Howell, led
a conversationon the
abovementioned topic,
engaging persons in a
riveting discussionon the
causes and permanent
impacts of this disorder
to both individual and
society.

In short, FASD refers to
several diseases with
which a child may be
born, if the mother
drinks alcohol while she
is pregnant. These dis-
esases may affect the
child’s physical func-
tioning, as well as their
intellectual and higher
order functioning (how
they think, reason, learn,
remember etc). While
there has been no defini-
tive answer on the
amount of alcohol an
expectant mother has to
drink before posing a
risk to her unborn child,
the evidence is clear that
the risk for development
of FASD is present
ONLY if a mother
drinks.

The audience was intro-
duced to the broad spec-
trum of challenges and
lifelong problems that
can result from FASD
including:-

Fetal Alcohol
Syndrome(FAS) which
manifests with obvious
facial and physical
symptoms (such as a
small head size) that
clearly identify persons
afflicted with the direst
condition in the
Spectrum;

Alcohol Related Neuro-
developmental Disorders
(ARND) – a range of
conditions relating to
neurological impair-
ments; cognitive and
intellectual functioning;
emotional problems;
impaired social function-
ing etc. Mrs. Howell
highlighted the fact that
while ARND is not char-
acterized by the obvious
physiological symptoms
typical of FAS, the
impacts can be equally

devastating;

Alcohol Related Birth
Defects (ARBD) and;

Fetal Alcohol Effects
(FAE) were also men-
tioned as noteworthy dis-
orders in the Spectrum;

A synopsis of some of
the main points dis-
cussed is presented
here:-

Impact of FASD on
Physical and Mental
Health:

A child who may have
been exposed to alcohol
in utero, and who is diag-
nosed with FASD, is
more likely to present
with a variety of physical
and mental health issues,
such as poor immune
functioning. He/she
would more likely be at
risk of developing respi-
ratory infections and
increased risk of
seizures, among other
things.

Individuals with FASD
have a hard time learn-
ing, controlling behavior,
remembering learnt
behavior, thinking things
through, reasoning and
understanding the conse-
quences of their actions.

Children and adults with
FASD are more likely to
suffer neglect, abuse,
domestic violence and
stigmatization. They can
find themselves living in
extremely chaotic situa-
tions that could trigger or
exacerbate complex psy-
chological and emotional
trauma, as well as judi-
cial and legal issues.

FASD commonly sparks

co-occurring mental
health issues including
conduct disorders, oppo-
sitional defiant disorders,
anxiety disorders, adjust-
ment disorders, sleep
disorders and depression.

Impact of FASD on
Society:

FASD can result in a
range of anti-social
behavioursthat can affect
the rights and needs of
countless citizens.
Regrettably, for those
persons afflicted with
FASD, seldom, if ever,
are they able to grasp the
relationship between
their negative actions
and the effects of mem-
bers of the wider society.
In sum, an individual
with a FASD may be
unaware of the lasting
consequences of his/her
behavior and where
he/she has violated the
rights, space, privacy
and/or trust of another
individual.

There are serious cost
implications for manag-
ing FASD. By way of
example, Mrs. Howell
gave indicative figures
from a number of devel-
oped countries that are
opting to commit sub-
stantial economic
resources to address
physical, social, intellec-
tual, cognitive and legal
lifelong challenges of the
disease. She cited a
rough average of Cdn
$800,000.00 per individ-
ual in Canada. The abili-
ty of small island states
with limited budgets to
afford the financial and
other resources for the
maintenance of one
FASD individual over
his/her lifetime is sober-
ing at least, and mind
boggling at best.

Individuals diagnosed
with FASD are at high
risk for school failure.
This situation can bear
negatively on the pro-
ductivity of potentially
skilled citizens, and gen-
erally on social outputs.

Obtaining the earliest
possible accurate diag-
nosis is mandatory. This
need was emphasized
repeatedly throughout
the presentation. For
instance, during the dis-
cussion, it was noted that
where there has been no
official diagnosis of

Publisher/Editor-in-Chief: Kenneth Williams
General Manager: Julio Rosario

St. Kitts Nevis
POB 657, Cayon Street #1 Observer Plaza, Observer Drive
Basseterre, St. Kitts, W.I. Charlestown, Nevis, W.I.
Tel.: (869) 466-4994 Tel.: (869) 469-5907
Fax: (869) 466-4995 Fax: (869) 469-5891
Email:observsk@sisterisles.kn Email: observnv@sisterisles.kn

Website: newstkittsnevisobserver.com
Editorial Policy: The Observer reserves the right to edit, rewrite, summarise
or reject any unsolicited material. We will assume that all letters addressed to
The Observer or its staff are intended for publication unless otherwise stated.
Letter writers are required to sign their names and are asked to include a tele-
phone number to allow verification. Views expressed in letters, commentaries
or personal columns do not necessarily represent the viewpoint of this news-
paper. Limit submissions to 1000 words

“I Am Too Young to Drink”
A discussion on the devastating impacts of
alcohol consumption on a developing fetus

Continued on page 22

“LifeLines is a monthly
column dedicated to
addressing issues of
mental, behavioural,
and social health. The
column is written by
professionals in the
field of social work,
mental health, and

community medicine.”



By LR Liburd
St. Kitts-Nevis Observer

The political landscape
in St. Kitts and Nevis is
heating up as Minister of
Public Infrastructure the
Hon. Ian ‘Patches’
Liburd is calling on Team
Unity supporters not to
be fooled by criticisms
emanating from some
talk show hosts.

“Do not be fooled by
some of those we hear on
the talk shows; even
those who host you own
talk shows. Some of
them, they come across
like they holier than
thou. I know one who
believes he is the expert
on the economy and
social issues and expert
in law and government.
No, no let me correct that
because he is a lawyer
and was in government.
But when you hear him
talking, you ask yourself
if he got a three-year syn-
drome because he was in
government.”

Liburd was at the time
addressing delegates and
supporters of the
People’s Action Move-
ment as well as invitees
to the political party’s
51st Annual National
Convention held on
Sunday (Apr. 10).

It is widely believed that
Liburd’s remarks were in
response to criticism
made by former Minister
of National Security in
the Labour Party
Government, Dwyer
Astaphan.

Astaphan, a co-founder
of Operation Rescue and
co-host of the watchdog
body’s weekly radio pro-
gramme - The Operating
Room - aired on Winn

FM, last week Tuesday
(Apr. 5) pointed to Team
Unity’s February 2015
Manifesto and highlight-
ed some of the 193
promises the leader and
contesting candidates
made to the nation
should they be elected
into office.

Astaphan said he had
voted for a change and
had accepted the promis-
es and undertakings that
Team Unity’s Manifesto
embraced.

Quoting page five of the
Manifesto, Astaphan said
it states: “It is time for
our people to reclaim our
country from the tenta-
cles of a corrupt, out-
moded and self-centered
regime.” He said he had
bought into that “but as
far as I am concerned,
until and unless I can see
proof that thorough
investigations have been
done and revelations are
being made to the public
and justice pursued if and
where necessary, then I’ll
have to say that we still
have not reclaimed our
country 13 months later”.

During his address, some
members of the audience
asked Liburd to whom he
was referring and in
response he said, “He get
a big lump sum gratuity.
He secured a contract for
hundreds of thousands of
dollars from Douglas and
he still getting a fat pen-
sion. You work out who
he be.

“The point I am making
my family, do not be
fooled by some of them
who all of a sudden they
ain’t got what they want
so they criticising Team
Unity that they claim
they support. They criti-
cising Team Unity
because they ain’t get
what they want and they
still say that they sup-
porting Team Unity.
They want change the
government, they want
change the Prime
Minister but they still
support Team Unity. And
when some people talk-
ing about they get rid of
Simmonds and they get
rid of Douglas and they
could get rid of Timmy,
what nonsense they talk-
ing?”

Following his resignation
as a Government
Minister, Astaphan had
co-founded Operation
Rescue. And while he
had vociferously criti-
cised former Prime Min-
ister the Rt. Hon. Dr.
Denzil Douglas, he was
publicly known as a key
supporter of the tri-party
coalition Team Unity.

However, Minister
Liburd’s address suggest-
ed that the Dr. Harris-led
Government is not inter-
ested in what Astaphan

and his Operation Rescue
are doing in the twin-
island Federation.

“We don’t need no oper-
ation to rescue us, so we
don’t want no operation
to rescue us! The people
of St Kitts and Nevis did
just that on the 16th of
February 2015 and save
us from tyranny and dic-
tatorship under Douglas.
The people saved us after
20 years of disarray in
this country, then how on
earth can we turn around
in 13 months?

“We can’t turn that
around in 13 months, no!
There can never be a
quick fix to the problems
we inherited my family,
so we don’t want no
operation to rescue us,
that operation was done
on February 16th last
year. So I want to say like
Gene Hamilton and like
Reverend Jesse Jackson,
let us keep hope alive.”

In addition to quoting
page five of Team
Unity’s Manifesto,
Astaphan also highlight-
ed a number of other
promises, including non-
politicisation of the
Royal St. Christopher
and Nevis Police Force.

“At page nine of the
Manifesto, they say that
they would depoliticise
the Police Force. Now,
here is my opinion!
When I heard that the
Police High Command
was present at the
Church Service to mark
the First Anniversary of
the Team Unity Victory, I
wondered why the Police
High Command was
there. It is a political cel-
ebration!”
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Current and past Government Ministers engage in War of Words

Dwyer Astaphan
Co-Founder Operation Rescue

Hon. Ian ‘Patches’ Liburd
Minister of Public Infrastructure

Continued on page 23



International funding
organizations should
consider a wider devel-
opment approach to meet
the needs of small island
development states
according to a letter co-
authored by Prime
Minister the Honourable
Dr. Timothy Harris and
Dr. David P. Doyle,
Ambassador of St. Kitts
and Nevis to the United
Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural
O r g a n i z a t i o n
(UNESCO). The letter
was published in all of
The Financial Times’
International editions –
Europe, USA and Asia –
on March 30th and on
www.ft.com on March
29th.

The co-authors, in their
letter titled “New
approach to funding is
required for small island
developing states,” call
for a fresh approach to
the way in which levels
of official development
assistance or ODA fund-
ing are determined and
distributed to Small
Island Developing States

(SIDS).

“A revised set of SIDS
development funding cri-
teria are needed,” write
the co-authors, who add
that, “Key indicators
used by multilateral and
bilateral donors should
integrate the wider devel-
opment needs of SIDS,
notably economic vul-
nerability and natural
hazards. ‘Structural
gaps’ should be identi-
fied – beyond per capita
income – embracing
poverty, investment and
savings, productivity and
innovation, infrastruc-
ture, education, health,
fiscality, gender and the
environment.”

The structural gap
approach posited by the
Prime Minister and the
Ambassador of St. Kitts
and Nevis to UNESCO
argues against an over-
reliance on per capita
income, which is current-
ly the most important cri-
terion used in develop-
ment cooperation fund-
ing and an impediment to
securing ODA funding

and IMF loans.

Under the structural gap
approach, obstacles to
sustained growth (“struc-
tural gaps”) are duly rec-
ognized for their critical
impact on Small Island
Developing States. For
instance, a high-income
Sid may be beset by
developmental chal-
lenges that are out of its
control, such as a small
population size and vul-
nerability to droughts,
hurricanes and other
environmental shocks,
and would therefore
require special consider-
ation for continued assis-
tance at preferential
rates.

Dr. Harris and Dr. Doyle
lay out the case for this in
The Financial Times.
“SIDS are a special case
in funding terms, charac-
terised by vulnerability
linked to small size,
small populations, limit-
ed resources, remoteness
from the international
markets, and disec-
onomies of scale. The
damaging effects of nat-

ural hazards compound
these factors,” they write.

However, the per capita
income approach that is
in vogue looks at a “high
income: non-OECD”
SID like St. Kitts and
Nevis as having been
upgraded, through a
process called gradua-
tion, by the Organization
for Economic
Cooperation and
Development (OECD),

theWorld Bank and other
international organiza-
tions. Having graduated
to high-income level, the
Federation is no longer
eligible for the preferen-
tial borrowing rates it
previously had access to
when it was classified as
middle-income.

The co-authors state in
the Letter to the Editor
that persistent lending
shortfalls continue to

challenge growth
prospects for Small
Island Developing
States, which would
greatly benefit from a
fresh approach to ODA
funding. A fresh
approach, they state,
would make the potential
“to reduce debt, strength-
en institutional capacity,
galvanise ICT and infra-
structure investments and
mitigate climate change”
possible.
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INCREDIBLE REAL ESTATE DEALS
BELOW MARKET PRICE.

A LOCAL LICENSED REAL ESTATE COMPANY IN
ST. KITTS HAS SOME DISTRESSED PROPERTY DEALS
BEING OFFERED IN ST. KITTS THAT THE OWNERS ARE
WILLING TO SELL WAY UNDER MARKET PRICES.

IF YOU WANT A DEAL ON REAL ESTATE IN ST. KITTS THIS IS IT!!!!!

INTERESTED PERSONS WOULD NEED TO: CALL TOM
AT 1(869)-466-8972 OR 669-6923, AND SPECIFY THAT
YOU ARE INTERESTED IN THIS AD ON DISTRESSED
PROPERTY BUYS. BE SURE WHEN YOU REPLY TO
INCLUDE YOUR HOME LANDLINE, WORK NUMBER,
ALL CELL NUMBERS AND THE EMAIL ADDRESS TO

CONTACT YOU.

IF YOU LIVE OUTSIDE OF THE USA, CANADA, OR ST. KITTS
AND NEVIS, PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR SKYPE ADDRESS.

SOME OF THESE PROPERTIES ALSO INCLUDE PROPER-
TIES THAT QUALIFY FOR CITIZENSHIP IN ST. KITTS AND
NEVIS IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN THAT OPTION.

THIS REAL ESTATE COMPANY IS CURRENTLY RUNNING
A SPECIAL OFFER WHERE IF YOU PURCHASE A PROP-
ERTY BECAUSE YOU WANT TO GET CITIZENSHIP IN
ST. KITTS AND NEVIS, YOUR LEGAL CIU CITIZENSHIP
FEES WOULD BE PAID IF YOU BRING A COPY OF THIS

AD BEFORE YOU BUY.

THIS WILL SAVE YOU 1000’S OF DOLLARS IN LEGAL FEES.

SKN officials urge more balanced international
funding of small island nations



By Monique Washington

The Nevis Historic and
Conservation Society
received a new document
scanner as a donation by
Nevisian Ambassador
Dr. Everson Hull, St.
Kitts and Nevis represen-
tative to the Organization
of the American States
(OAS).

In a brief presentation
ceremony on Monday,
held at the Nelson
Museum at Bath Plains,
Hull and his wife gave an
Epson digital scanner to
the Nevis Historic and
Conservation Society.

Hull explained that dur-
ing a trip to the Hamilton
College in New York he
saw the scanner at work
and noted how important
it was in archiving and
preserving Nevis histori-
cal documents.

“It is very important in
terms of archiving and
preserving our very rich
history,” Hull explained.
“This is especially true
with Alexander
Hamilton. Americans are

becoming very inter-
ested in Alexander
Hamilton’s history.
The scanner will be
great to digitalize
manuscripts.”

Hull said a number
of historical displays
and even mini-plays
would be popular in
the future to encour-
age tourists to visit
the island. He pre-
dicted with the cur-
rent interest in histo-
ry and Alexander
Hamilton, such
exhibits would boost
tourism.

Carl Williams
Permanent Secretary
of Tourism thanked
Hull for his con-
tributing the printer
to the society.

“We are very pleased
with Dr. Hull’s gesture,”
Williams said. He
thanked Dr. Hull for his
commitment and sup-
port.

“One of the mandates for
NHCS is to research and
document the history of

the island and archive
this information,”
Williams explained.
“This piece of equipment
is very important to their
work.

The Permanent Secretary
in the Premier’s Ministry,

Wakely Daniel, was also
grateful for the contribu-
tion.

Devon Liburd, NHCS
president said the scan-
ner would be a very use-
ful piece of equipment.

“It is important to store
delicate and important
documents in the
archives so future gener-
ations will have the abili-
ty to research and use
historical information,”
Liburd explained. “It is

important for us to
make sure that what
we have is stored in
its natural form. The
archives here at
Nelson Museum are
important historical
artifacts and docu-
ments that are stored
at the museum so
they will be avail-
able to the general
public for their
research.”

Gail Dore, Acting
NHCS Curator of
Archives and
Collections told the
Observer on
Monday they had
documents dating
back as far as 1723.
She noted their pre-
vious scanner was
too small to scan
some of their
records.

“Now we will be able to
copy larger documents so
that when people come to
do research we can use
those scanned documents
instead of the original
that are very fragile,” she
said.
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From left to right: Mrs Hull, Ambassador to the OAS Dr. Everson Hull, Mr. Devon
Liburd NHCS President, Miss Gail Dore Acting NHCS Curator of Achives and

Collections and Mr. Wakely Daniel Permanent Secretary in the Premier’s Ministry

Scanner donation to aid Nevis Historical Society
in archiving and preserving data



By Monique Washington

The case against Delano
Browne, who is charged
with attempted robbery,
ended on Monday at the
High Court in
Charlestown, with a
hung jury, so another
trial will have to be
scheduled and the case
retried. After the verdict
was presented by the
jury’s foreman, Justice
Lorraine Williams dis-
charged Browne on bail
as his case will have to
be tried again by a differ-
ent jury at a future crimi-
nal assizes.

On Monday, the 12
member jury of seven
females and five males
deliberated for about
three hours. The jury was
divided on each of four
charges: On three counts
of attempted robbery,
nine (guilty), three (not
guilty); and on the count
of robbery, nine (guilty)
three (notguilty).

The trial concluded after
three days of testimony.
The prosecution brought
forward eight witnesses;
two virtual complaints,
Evelyn and Greg Salgon;
four police officers,
Constable Rohan

Laborde, Constable
Antiono Brown,
Constable Damian
Challenger and
Constable Keshawn
Charles; Ballistic
Specialist Derrick
Sankar; and Dr. Robert
George.

The prosecution led by
Dane Hamilton, Queen’s
Counsel (QC), based
their case on what is
defined as crucial evi-
dence. According to the
evidence brought forth,
Browne was accused,
along with another
unidentified person, for
attempting to rob a fami-

ly on May 1, 2013 at
Yachtmans Grill in
Cotton Ground. During
the attempted robbery,
the two robbers, who the
witnesses described as
one being tall and the
other short, were alleged-
ly shot with Salgon’s
licensed hand gun.The
robbers stole two shop-
ping bags from Evelyn
Salgon. The following
day, officers visited
Browne’s home in
Cotton Ground, where he
was found with a wound
to his right leg. He was
taken to the Alexander
Hospital where he had
emergency surgery and
one bullet was removed.

Browne was later
charged on three counts
of attempted robbery and
robbery. The bullet was
tested by a ballistic spe-
cialist who determined
that the bullet found in
Browne’s leg had “simi-
larities” to bullets test-
fired from Salgon’s gun.

In closing arguments on
Monday, Lead

Prosecutor Hamilton QC,
asked the jury to examine
the evidence presented
during the trial.

Lead Defense Dr. Henry
Browne QC, reminded
the jury the burden of
proof lies solely on the
state. He, however,
described the states’ case
as “sloppy and shaggy.”

“There is no evidence,”
Dr. Browne claimed.

“They can not prove
definitively that the bul-
let removed from Mr.
Browne’s leg belonged to
Salgon’s gun. The micro-
scope used was very old.
The prosecution must
prove its case beyond
reasonable doubt.”

Dr. Browne claimed his
client was “falsely
accused and asked the
jury to do what is right in
this case.”
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Delano Browne
To be re-tried

Hung jury in Delano Browne’s trial
Judge releases defendant on bail until case retried



By Monique Washington

Registration is open for chefs with a
valid food-handler’s permit to enter the
2016 Second Annual Pumpkin
Challenge sponsored by the St. Kitts
Tourism Authority, the Nevis Tourism
Authority, the St. Kitts Agriculture
Department and the Hotel and Tourism
Association. More than 30 hotels and
restaurants will participate in this
year’s competition.

Alphonso Clarke, Pumpkin Challenge
marketing officer and coordinator, told
the Observer registration forms are
available from the Ministry of Tourism
on Port Zante or at the Department of
Agriculture. There is no cost to register
for the competition.

April 22 will be the final day to enter
the competition. Contestants chosen for
the competition will be notified
between April 25 and 29.

“As long as pumpkin is the main ingre-
dient in the recipe, participants in the
Pumpkin Challenge can be creative and
use whatever combination of spices
they like in their recipes,” Clarke
explained.

Representatives from participating
restaurants will vote on the best recipe
using pumpkin. As an essential part of
the competition, the three finalists will
prepare their winning dishes on-site
during Restaurant Week.

Last year’s winner, Mrs. Maurine
Stapleton, won the breadfruit challenge
with her tasty breadfruit chowder.

According to Clarke, preliminaries
begin May 3, when applicants will sub-

mit their favorite pumpkin dish.
Judges will choose the best
recipes to narrow the field down
to three finalists, who will com-
pete July 13-24 during
Restaurant Week.

Clarke said prizes are still being
finalized. He confirmed the
winning dish will be featured in
participating restaurants during
Restaurant Week.

More than 40 restaurants and
hotels will participate in this
event. Some restaurants partici-
pating are Montpelier
Plantation and Beach, the
Varandah at Ocean Terrace Inn,
Mango at Four Seasons, Sprat
Net and Nisbetts’ Plantation and
Beach Club.

C M Y K
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Pumpkin Challenge competition open;
Winners decided during Restaurant Week

Pumpkin will be featured on the menu in participating restaurants for Restaurant Week July 13-24, 2016
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“Conserve water by
being careful with its use
and avoid the abuse of
water at a time when
there is a shortage,”
Prime Minister of St.
Kitts and Nevis, the
Honourable Dr. Timothy
Harris, urged on Tuesday
during ground-breaking
ceremonies for the
Mansion, Phillips,
Molineux Water Supply
Improvement Project in
Basseterre. He outlined
the importance of rectify-
ing the water shortage
and increasing the avail-
ability of water.

“We have provided over
$600,000 to the Water
Department to ensure
that within a matter of
weeks or a few months,
the water situation, as it
impacts the people of
Phillips, Molineux and
Bourryeau will be signif-
icantly improved,” Prime
Minister Harris
explained. “It is an
expenditure that the gov-
ernment is prepared to
make because we will
never count the dollars
while lives are being

inconvenienced.

The water situation in
Mansion, Phillips,
Molineux and Lodge was
peculiar, according to T.
Dennison Paul, Water
Services Department
(WSD) acting manag-
er/water engineer. He
explained that unlike the
other communities in the
Federation, the only
water available was from
surface water (river or
spring) sources.

Paul described this as
having “no redundancy”
and explained that this
made the area more vul-
nerable in the sense that
there was no alternative
source of water during
droughts, as was also the
case in the other commu-
nities of St. Kitts. Hence
the importance of water
supply improvements to
the area.

“We are now running 800
feet of four-inch in diam-
eter ductile iron pipe, all

the way to Phillips,” Paul
said. “When that water
gets to Phillips, it will
supply Phillips Village,
Molineux, Bourryeau
and Mansion. The other
aspects of this project
include chlorination. We
have to chlorinate that
water supply to improve
its quality to protect
human health. We will
also install a generator so
that in the event of an
electricity outage we
have standby generation,
so that the people in the

community do not suf-
fer.”

The WSD water engineer
revealed the project
includes an automatic
level control
system. This will cause
the pump to close off
once the tank at Phillips
becomes full.

Citing St. Peter’s as an
example, Prime Minister
Harris noted that each
particular water situation
in other communities
will be addressed.

“Those persons at Lodge,
particularly those in the
region above the school,
must remain assured that
just as we have moved
here to bring relief, relief
is intended to come to
those people on the upper
slope of Lodge; equally
those in the upper St.
Peter’s region,” Prime
Minister Harris said.
“Indeed, all residents in
high elevations become
vulnerable when there is
a water shortage. We
want to offer our regrets
for the inconvenience but

to say to you and assure
you that help is on its
way.”

Paul revealed another
$300,000 has been pro-
vided by the government
to increase the overall
supply of water. He noted
two wells are being
drilled north of the
Robert L. Bradshaw
(RLB) International
Airport by Ocean Earth
Technologies (OET) that
would provide an addi-
tional one million gallons
of water per day.

Florida, U.S.-based OET,
provides hydrogeology,
marine science, geotech-
nical investigations and
geophysical mapping.
The company’s previous
association with the
Federation was in 2009,
when it conducted a
hydro-geological survey
and provided a report
which gave a basis for
the completion of the
Water Resource
Management Plan and
Park Management Plan
for the Royal Basseterre
Valley National Park.
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Dennison Paul, WSD Acting Manager (r), gestures as he outlines the Water
Improvement Project to Prime Minister Harris and Minister responsible for Water,

Ian ‘Patches’ Liburd, while WSD staff look on.

Prime Minister urges residents:
Use water responsibly while improvements prioritized



The Inland Revenue
Department (IRD) is
undergoing a rebranding
process with the aim of
better serving St. Kitts
and Nevis nationals.

“Under the leadership of
the Government of
National Unity, the
Inland Revenue
Department has recog-
nized the need to
enhance the services of
the department to make it
easier for our customers
to interact with us,”
Edward Gift,
Comptroller of the Inland
Revenue Department
said on Wednesday’s edi-
tion of “Working for
You,” the government’s
radio and television pro-
gramme.

He explained the depart-
ment, “quietly reviewed
a lot of its operations and
procedures to make them
much more customer
based and friendly.”

Describing some of the
changes, Gift said, “we

have revamped a large
number of brochures to
make them much easier
to understand,” adding
that many of these
brochures have already
been published, are
available at the depart-
ment and will soon be
placed on the depart-
ment’s website.

A new radio programme
entitled “Inland Revenue
Tax Tips” has also been

launched on local radio
stations. According to
Gift, the programme is
aimed at ensuring that
each national is aware of
all of the services offered
by the IRD.

Gift said the IRD contin-
ues to depend on feed-
back from public. He
noted that the department
understands the need to
learn how to improve
from its customers.
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Edward Gift
Comptroller of Inland Revenue Department

Inland Revenue Department
rebranding to better
inform, serve the public



By Monique Washington

A suspicious fire that
burnt the interior and
walls of the Caribbean
Cove in Charlestown is

being investigated by the
police. The Charlestown
Fire Department res-
ponded to a fire at the
popular entertainment
spot after midnight on

Friday, April 8. The
establishment is closed
until the police investiga-
tion is completed and
repairs are made.

Charlestown Fire
StationOfficer David
Stapleton said they
responded the fire and
extinguished it immedi-
ately. He noted bar tops

and parts of the walls
burned. He was unable to
say how the fire started.

Caribbean Cove owner,
Deputy Premier of Nevis
Hon. Mark Brantley said
via social media the
police suspect foul play.

“Sadly, the police
became involved as the
stench of gasoline was
heavy at the property,”
Hon. Minister Brantley
explained. “It now seems
someone deliberately
tried to destroy the prop-

erty using gasoline and
setting it on fire.”

On Wednesday, the
Observer contacted Hon.
Minister Brantley. He
confirmed the establish-
ment had been damaged,
but had no idea when it
would be up and running
again.

“We will have to evaluate
the damages but we have
not done so as yet,” he
said.

Recent changes in gov-
ernment policies could
signal that St. Kitts and
Nevis citizens could soon
have visa-free travel to
Canada, according to
Hon. Mark Brantley, St.
Kitts and Nevis’Minister
of Foreign Affairs.

During a recent interview
to recap Diplomatic
Week 2016, Hon. Min-
ister Brantley touched on
the travel issue and said
the Federal government
is making a strong case
to restore the privilege
for citizens.

The first reason listed
was the change in gov-
ernment in Canada in
October 2015 which ush-
ered in Honourable
Justin Trudeau to the
Office of the Prime
Minister.

“The Trudeau
Administration has dem-
onstrated a more liberal
and inclusive approach to
policy matters,” Hon.
Minister Brantley said,
“including the removal
of visas for nationals of
Mexico wishing to travel
to Canada.”

“My argument is basic
perhaps,” Hon. Minister
Brantley explained. “If
you can allow 120 mil-
lion people in, what
problem do you have
with 50,000. …The truth
is as I said to someone,
you can take up every-
body in St. Kitts-Nevis,
land them in Canada and
nobody would notice.”

The foreign minister
described the imposition
of visa access to nation-
als as less of an immigra-
tion issue and more so “a
failure in diplomacy.” He
said a reason given by
the Canadian Govern-
ment to impose visa
restrictions was the
attempt by some nation-
als of Iran to use the St.
Kitts-Nevis citizenship
to avoid and evade sanc-
tions imposed on their
country.

“But guess what? The
world has changed since
then and Iran which used
to be a pariah, used to be
referred to as part of the
‘Axis of Evil’, Iran is no
longer that,” Hon. Min-
ster Brantley said. “And
the same powers that

used to castigate Iran are
now falling over them-
selves to invest in Iran
and do business in Iran
and so the sanctions have
been lifted and so it bol-
sters our argument that
the underlying rationale
for denying our people
visa free access to
Canada …has disap-
peared.”

Discussions between
representatives from St.
Kitts and Nevis and
Canada are expected to
intensify within the com-
ing weeks.

According to officials
from the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs, on Monday,
April 11, St. Kitts and
Nevis High Comm-

issioner to Canada, Her
Excellency Shirley
Skerritt-Andrew, pre-
sented her credentials to
Prime Minister Trudeau.
This opens the door for a
high level delegation to
visit the country and
engage in bilateral meet-
ings.

Minister Brantley app-

lauded Canadian High
Commissioner to
Barbados and the Eastern
Caribbean, Richard
Hanley, for his efforts to
advance mutual interests.
Prime Minister, Dr. the
Honourable Timothy
Harris, recently met with
the Canadian diplomat
and his staff during a
visit to Barbados.
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Continued on page 23

PM Harris (left) and Minister Brantley (right) flank Canadian PM Trudeau
during a recent visit to St. Kitts and Nevis.

Canada’s recent policy changes could signal
visa-free travel to Canada for SKN citizens

Police suspect arson, investigating suspicious
Caribbean Cove fire, Hon. Minister Brantley notified

Caribbean Cove
Interior and walls burnt



By LR Liburd
St. Kitts-Nevis Observer

Operation Rescue’s co-
founder Dwyer Astaphan
is adamant that his
watchdog body would
not be silenced and apart
from killing or maiming
him, no man or woman
could shut down, distract
or scare him from
expressing his con-
science.

He was at the time
(Tuesday, Apr. 13)
speaking on his watch-
dog body’s talk show
programme – ‘The
Operating Room’ – in
response to statements
directed at him by
Minister of Public
Infrastructure the Hon.
Ian ‘Patches’ Liburd.

While addressing atten-
dees at the People’s
Action Movement’s 51st
Annual National
Convention on Sunday
(Apr. 10), Liburd had
slammed Astaphan for
questioning some of the
unfulfilled promises
Team Unity made during
its election campaign.

He told members and
supporters of PAM not to
be fooled by some talk
show hosts who claim to
be supportive of Team
Unity but are now criti-
cising the Government
because they did not get
what they wanted.

“The point I am making
my family, do not be
fooled by some of them
who all of a sudden they
ain’t got what they want
so they criticising Team
Unity that they claim
they support. They criti-
cising Team Unity
because they ain’t get
what they want and they
still say that they sup-
porting Team Unity.
They want change the
government, they want
change the Prime
Minister but they still
support Team Uity. And
when some people talk-
ing about they get rid of
Simmonds and they get
rid of Douglas and they
could get rid of Timmy,
what nonsense they talk-
ing?”

In response, Astaphan
said: “The most ridicu-
lous part of this is that
some people seem to
believe that if you sup-
port a political party,
then you are not sup-

posed to question them...

“In the name of God and
country I stand and I will
speak, and if your skin is
thick, your skin thick. If
your skin thin, you will
bleed easily. I cannot be
defeated in this cause
because what I have and
what I need is my integri-
ty. I don’t have nothing
else and I don’t need
nothing else...and I
can’t lose that and I will
not lose that. I don’t
have anything to lose.”

The former Government
Minister noted that all
he is looking forward to
as a supporter of Team
Unity is good gover-
nance and explanations
for the unfulfilled
promises.

“What I am looking for
in return from whoever is
elected or even who I
don’t elect is good gover-
nance, fairness for every-
body, adhering to the
promises and where you
can explain to the people
why you can’t, where
you explain to the people
why you haven’t, and
keep updating the people
on the timetable of the
promises that you made.”

He reiterated some of the
things he spoke about in
the previous week and
provided an explanation
for one of the unfulfilled
promises.

“Last week I looked at a
number of things
promised in the Team
Unity Manifesto and I
expressed my opinion as
I usually do in a robust
manner. Of course, I am
well aware that a lot of
things you can’t do as
soon as you would like.

Some things you can’t do
in five or 10 years.

“Let me give an exam-
ple. The Team Unity said
they want to give five
hundred dollars to needy
families. There anticipa-
tion was that would come
from the SIDF fund.
When they went in they

found out that there was
more wind in the SIDF
bank account than cash.
So that is a promise you
cannot fulfil...not now
and in the near future.
That’s my perception of
it. So, give an explana-
tion to people so that
they will understand.
Have that conversation
so that you bring peo-
ple’s expectations to real-
ity and do not give peo-
ple the impression that
you are ignoring them or
misleading them. Now
having said that, do I
sound hostile to anybody
in government? I don’t
think so, but if I am I
have a right to be once I
am respectful, once it’s
not personal or anything
like that. But I am not
hostile!”

Astaphan said that last
week he was talking
about certain essentials
such as Integrity
Legislation, Freedom of
Information Legislation
and the Public Accounts
Committee.

“We had a Constitution
for 33 years and no gov-

ernment, thus far, has
seen it fit to mechanise
and mobilise through
legislation and regula-
tions a Public Accounts
Committee, and it is a
fundamental component
of the National Assembly
Elections Act and of
Parliamentary gover-
nance.

“I asked last week why is
it that 13 months is not
enough time to pass these
laws. Why after 13
months, now nearly 14,
have we still not seen at
least some reports on the
SIDF and on PEP and the
Electoral Office and
other State agencies, or
have seen the conse-
quences of such reports?
I am not saying by now
we should have seen all,
I’m saying by now we
should have seen some of
those.”

The politician turned
social activist said he has
the right to ask questions
and express his opinions,
but because of the stand
he has taken, some peo-
ple have accused him of
“wanting to run things
and to make decisions for
people or that I am upset.
That I am upset because I
am not getting what I
want, which is kind of
ridiculous, which is the
kind of argument
Douglas and them were
using”.

Astaphan however
admitted to being upset

but not for the reasons
stated by Minister
Liburd.

He spoke to a challenge
which all citizens of the
Federation should
embrace and pointed to
himself and a number of
others who at the forma-
tion of Operation Rescue
had fought to achieve.

“The challenge to all
right-thinking, respon-
sible and self-respect-
ing citizens is to build
and safeguard democra-
cy, and that challenge
continues. This effort is

being made not only by
me, not only by Washie
Archibald, not only by
Richard or people like
Terry Adams, Forrest the
calypsonian, Oliver
Spencer, Carlton Dupont,
Calvin Beech, Omowale
Mohammed and other
men and women who
have stood and being a
part of, who have led and
marched with Operation
Rescue when there was
no other game in town.
Not just by us! But that
challenge, the effort has
to be continued, and will
be, and is being contin-
ued by a broad sweep of
citizens and friends of
this country who want a
better society, a better
economy, better gover-
nance in this beloved
Federation of ours.

Astaphan categorically
stated that Operation
Rescue is not about him
but a movement for
change, a better economy
and better governance in
the Federation.

“So it’s not about me!
This is a movement for
change that will always
be relevant whether you

like it or not, whether
you think so or not.
Operation Rescue or the
concept and the work of
whatever you call it,
social activism must con-
tinue because we have
started something that
political party or politi-
cian can stop.”

He is of the view that
some citizens might feel
comfortable because
having gotten rid of the
Labour Party
Administration they
could relax because all is
fine and dandy and all
would be fine. “But you
could not be more
wrong. Democracy
requires vigilance and
democracy, as I said in an
article couple of years
ago, is a noisy thing.
Silence feeds totalitari-
anism, lack of question-
ing and challenge feeds
dictatorship and we had
20 years of it and no
more”.

Meanwhile, Richard
Caines, the co-founder of
Operation Rescue and
co-host of ‘The
Operating Room, fully
supports Astaphan.

He made this pronounce-
ment on last Tuesday’s
airing of the programme.

“Anything that
Honourable Dwyer said
here on this programme,
I stand by that myself.
And so I don’t want you
to think that it is just him
as some persons are say-
ing. We discuss what we
are going to be talking
about...we speak regular-
ly.”

He also told listeners to
the programme that he is
still a proud member of
PAM and that he has
great expectations of the
Team Unity Government
and he too intends to
keep it accountable for
their actions.

“The Government is
changed now for some
13 months. You could
never ever hear that
either Honourable
Dwyer or myself trying
to get on any board, want
to be appointed as any
consultant, want to be
appointed as anything.
That’s not our function;
we are here of our own
free will. What we say
we stand by and no
apologies for that,” the
past PAM Minister said.”
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Social Activists Dwyer Astaphan (L) and Richard Caines

Astaphan says no one can scare him
from expressing his conscience

“...Why after 13 months, now nearly
14, have we still not seen at least
some reports on the SIDF and on
PEP and the Electoral Office and

other State agencies...”



By Monique Washington

Three defendants pled
guilty as charged and one
pled not guilty on
Tuesday, April 5, when
they faced Her Ladyship
Lorraine Williams at the
High Court in
Charlestown.

Deon Walters, Gavin
Herbert and Shane
Shorter pled guilty as
charged, which could
result in one-third of a
sentence. Judge Williams
ordered a social inquiry
on all three criminals and
will decide their sen-
tences before the closing
of April criminal assizes.

In 2013, Walters and
Herbert were charged
with burglary, breaking
into a building and larce-
ny. Itasha Delisser and
Shorter were charged
with attempted murder,
wounding with intent and
burglary. Delisser pled
not guilty; the
Prosecution decided not

to continue the case and
she was dismissed.

During the April assizes,
a robbery and attempted
robbery case against
Delano Browne was the
only one the High Court
heard. In that case the
jury could not agree upon
an unanimous verdict,

which resulted in a hung
jury.

Five other cases remain
on the docket: Dexter
Somersall and Craig
Halliday, charged with
murder; Taj Taylor,
charged with unlawful
carnal knowledge;
Lawton Forbes, charged

with armed robbery;
PerryFredricks and
Roxanne Grant, charged
with rape and unlawful
carnal knowledge; and
Roosevelt Browne
charged with rape and
kidnaping. All cases will
be heard in upcoming
weeks. Court resumes
Monday, April 18 at 9am
at the High Court in
Charlestown.

By LR Liburd
St. Kitts-Nevis Observer

A man suspected of rap-
ing a young woman in

her Phillip’s Village
home on Monday (Apr.
4) was arrested and
charged on Tuesday
(Apr. 12) with the

offence.

A police report, which
gave the young man’s
name as Adrian Patrick

of Phillip’s Village, stat-
ed that he was arrested
and formally charged
with the offence of rape
following investigations

by officers of the Special
Victims Unit (SVU).

It however did not men-
tion anything about
charges for attempted
murder; an offence
which residents of that
village had accused the
young man of perpetrat-
ing.

Late last week, The
Observer received an
email from a concerned
resident of Phillip’s
Village who stated that
since reporting the inci-
dent on the day it
occurred “there was little
to no response from the
police in the area”.

The person also said,
“The people in the area
are very concerned.
Some even fear for their
kids life since the rapist
is now walking around
with his gun in his hip
from since the talk has
been out that he was the
one to brutalize the
young woman. Can you
please help by getting the
police or politicians to
respond...we are not all
monsters in Phillip’s
Village.”

After being aware of the
villagers’ concern, The

Observer contacted the
Commander of Division
‘B’, Superintendent
Lionel Moore, who
debunked the allegation
made about the police
and informed that they
had received a report on
the incident and officers
of the SVU were investi-
gating.

The Superintendent also
noted that the investiga-
tors were making
progress but he could not
at that time divulge addi-
tional information.

On receipt of the police
report, this media house
again contacted Moore to
find out if accused man
was on bail or remanded
to prison.

“We had arrested Patrick
on Saturday and he was
charged on Tuesday. I do
know that he’s still in
police custody but I can-
not say if he was remand-
ed to prison at this time,”
Moore said..

He however pointed out
that the accused man
would not be denied his
right to bail application
and a magistrate would
determine if he should be
remanded or not.
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Three defendants pled guilty in high court;
Five cases remain on docket

Police nab Phillip’s Village rape suspect

Adrian Patrick
Rape Accused
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Staff Writer

The Federation is doing well, com-
pared to other member countries of the
Organization of American States
(OAS), according to a study conducted
by Dr. Everson Hull, St. Kitts and
Nevis’ Permanent Representative to the
OAS.

The study, conducted by Dr. Hull, indi-
cates the Federation’s economy is in a
very strong state. Dr. Hull, a top econ-
omist in the region, encouraged by
what he has seen in recent times.

A recent study, conducted by the
Business Economist on the entire OAS
region, revealed the Federation’s econ-
omy is “on balance” relative to the
other 35 members states in the region.

“We are ahead of the class in terms of
our per capita exports, that is the level
of exports relative to size of the popu-
lation,” Dr. Hull commented. “We are
doing quite well, in fact, we are rated
very high in the OAS region in terms of
our exports out-pacing that of others.”

Dr. Hull commented on the economy
and other topics during a recent exclu-
sive interview with The Observer while
in the Federation for Diplomatic Week.
He said such data is important when
factoring in the size of the population
of St. Kitts and Nevis and the nation’s
economy.

Additionally, he shot down the notion
that the contraction in the global econ-
omy across the board is having an
impact on the Federation, stating that
St. Kitts and Nevis has been experienc-
ing net inflows as a percentage of the
Gross Domestic Product.

According to Dr. Hull, that has been
relatively high when compared to other
OAS states.

Further, the federation has had strong
performance in economic growth,
which was indicated by Prime Minister
Dr. Hon. Timothy Harris during his
year-end address, Dr. Hull said.

“It means that we are on the right
track.”

However, concerns were raised about
the level of the daily worker productiv-
ity.

To this end, the soft spoken Hull
explained he was instrumental in per-
suading the Prime Minister to imple-
ment a civil service compensation
scheme.

This was announced by Dr. Harris dur-
ing his budget address last December
as a means to push civil service
employees to meet their daily goals.

“The whole idea is civil servants are
not giving their best when it comes to
work, so you offer them an incentive,”
Dr. Hull said. “An incentive means a
cash award, possibly at the end of the
year, which will give them a mark-up
of, let us say 10 percent, on top of their
base.”

He disclosed it is intended to send a
signal to the entire staff, if you produce
at your best or go faster it will raise
productivity.

Against that backdrop, it was noted that
the same number of persons working
the same hours can produce a larger
volume of output to shift the supply of
all goods and services to the right.

“Whenever that happens, the rate of
inflation and the price level is going to
fall. And also as the base is falling it
has the effect of raising the GDP level
and per capita.”

In order to drive productivity, Dr. Hull
reiterated the need for an incentive
compensation.

Dr. Everson Hull
Permanent Representative to the Organization of American States

St. Kitts and Nevis’ economy
ahead of those in the OAS
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Staff Writer

A large number of well-
known regional and
international musicians
are slated to perform dur-
ing the June 23-25 stat-
ing of the 20th annual St.
Kitts Music Festival at
the Warner Park Football
Stadium. The festival
will be the biggest musi-
cal event held in the
Federation.

Featured performers will
be: Morgan Heritage,
The Original Bouyon,
Deanna, Leroy Sibbles,
The Original Burning
Flames, Marcia Griffiths,

Dexta Daps, El Mayor
Clasico and Kes The
Band.

Additional musicians
will include: popular
American rapper Curtis
James Jackson III (50
cent); Jamaican Reggae
powerhouses Tarrus
Riley and Damian ‘Jr.
Gong’ Marley; and R&B
group O’ Jays.

Tarrus Riley known for
slow catchy love songs
including, ‘Gimme
Likkle One Drop’ and
‘She’s Royal’ is no
stranger to Music
Festival, as he last

appeared at the event in
2014.

Curtis James Jackson III
aka (50 cent) is a house-
hold name in the region,
with the popular song,
‘Candy shop.’ He is cur-
rently locked in a Court
battle over a bankruptcy
case.

Minister of Tourism, the
Hon. Lindsay Grant,
speaking at the launching
on Friday (April 8) at
Palm Court Gardens,
explained the festival,
which started out as a
simple idea, has blos-
somed into an unmatched

event.

He pointed out
that over its
lifetime the
festival has
stayed true its
mode of enter-
tainment and
vision of being
a truly unique
event.

“To what was
the prevailing
trend towards
Jazz and Blues
throughout the
Caribbean,” the
Minister of
Tourism said.
“We wanted a
unique advan-
tage and creat-
ed a more
diverse formu-
la for a festival
in a period where Jazz
and Blues were very
much king.”

Grant noted when the
festival began in 1996 St.
Kitts entered unfamiliar
territory and the commit-
tee members were
strangers to staging such

a concept initiative.

“However, the members
of the organizing com-
mittee believed they
were capable and
empowered to rise to the
occasion. To date it has
grown into one of the
most renowned events in
the region,” Grant

explained.

“The St. Kitts
Music Festival
kicked off on
June 26, 1996,
affectionately
known at the
time as the
Shak Shak
Music Festival
when it burst
onto the festi-
val scene,”
Grant said.
“The grounds
of Carnival
V i l l a g e
became a melt-
ing pot of
thousands of
p e o p l e
indulged in the
c omm e n c e -
ment of the
first annual St.

Kitts Music Festival. The
massive crowd was visi-
bly bursting with eager
anticipation.”

“Now, 20 years later, the
St. Kitts Music Festival
is an annual premier
event on the worldwide
calendar,” Grant
stressed.
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Minister Grant: Music Festival has blossomed to an unmatched
event, 50 Cent, Dexta Daps, Morgan Heritage to perform
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Thirteen St. Kitts and
Nevis Defence Force
(SKNDF) graduates were
honoured on Thursday
during a parade at Camp
Springfield, at which
Prime Minister Dr. the
Honourable Timothy
Harris delivered the fea-

ture address. The recruits
were honoured at the
17th Recruit Passing-
Out Parade at Parade
Square in Basseterre.

The 13 Recruits, ranging
in age between 18- and
26-years old, marched

onto Parade Square and
were reviewed in and
inspection by His
Excellency the
Governor-General, Mr.
S.W. Tapley Seaton,
C.V.O., Q.C., J.P.

The presentation of cer-
tificates and awards to
the recruits followed the
address by the
Honourable Prime
Minister.

Eleven male and two
females who completed
the 20-week Basic
Military Course and
studied nine subject
areas:

Field Craft: Best
Student – WREC
(Woman Recruit)
Zonielle Maynard

Physical Fitness: Best
Student – REC Andrew
Herbert

Map Reading: Best
Student – WREC
Zonielle Maynard

Rifle Shot: Best Student
– REC Trevorn Henry

Skill at Arms: Best
Student – WREC
Zonielle Maynard

First Aid: Best Student –
WREC Zonielle

Maynard

Pistol Shot: Best Student
– REC Roosevelt Rose

Drills: Best Student –
WREC Zonielle
Maynard

M i l i t a r y
Knowledge: Best
Student – WREC
Zonielle Maynard

The two female recruits
who completed the train-
ing are graduating at the
top of the class. WREC
Zonielle Maynard is the
recipient of the Best
Overall Student
Award. WREC Naeijah

Dasent is ranked second
in the class. REC Troy
Lake, who came third, is
the recipient of the Most
Disciplined Student
Award.

A female, WREC Zenra
Ferdinand, was also the
best performing student
last year. Zenra
Ferdinand did not attend
last year’s passing out
ceremony because she
was studying at the
Colonel Ulric Pilgrim
Officer School in
Guyana, from which she
successfully completed
the year-long Standard
Officer Course.

By Monique Washington

The quiet village of
Rawlins Pasture was
stunned on early
Wednesday evening by
the sound of gunshots.

According to the police
report they are, “investi-
gating a shooting inci-
dent with intent that
occurred around
7:45p.m. Wednesday
(April 13) in the Rawlins
Pasture area in
Newcastle.

Investigations have
revealed that a group of
three persons pulled up
at a friend’s home for a
social call and upon exit-
ing their vehicle were
shot at by an unknown
assailant(s) driving by in

a vehicle. No one was
injured. The scene was
processed by the police.”

The Observer under-
stands that Analdo
Brown of Rawlins
Pasture, a resident of the
house shot at was at
home cutting someone’s
hair. A vehicle pulled up
and an occupant began
shooting into the house.
The young men in the
house ran and the vehicle
drove off.

The police are urging
anyone who saw any-
thing out of the ordinary
in the area last night to
“convey information to
the police. Residents are
encouraged to call any
Police Station or Crime
Stoppers at 1-800-

C M Y K
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Analdo Brown
Resident of the house shot at

Camp Springfield parade honours
13 Defence Force graduates

Police looking
for Rawlins
Pastureshooters

Dr. The Hon. Timothy Harris
Prime Minister
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Staff writer

The Federation continues
to see rebounding bene-
fits from hosting a local
Caribbean Premier
League T20 franchise
according to Richards
Berridge, Chief
Operations Officer of the
St. Kitts Patriots.

With the start of the 4th
edition of the league still
two months away, statis-
tics show that the econo-
my and the people of St.
Kitts and Nevis have
benefited tremendously
from the acquisition of
the Patriots last year.

On Wednesday (Apr. 13)
at a press conference at
the Yu Lounge to bowl
off the franchise’s mar-
keting and media cam-
paign for the 2016 tour-
nament, Berridge
explained that the 2015
tournament brought an
increase in revenue to the
local economy over
2014.

According to the CPL
report last year, “the total
direct impact of the 2015
CPL T20 Tournament on
the St. Kitts and Nevis
economy was US$11.3
million, an increase of 33
percent from 2014. The
tremendous tourism and
destination marketing
that takes place every
time our venue is tele-

vised around the
globe was valued
at US$5.3 mil-
lion in 2015.”

Since acquiring
rights to host
matches in the
tournament in
2014, the
Federation had
seen significant
revenue being
pumped back
into the econo-
my.

In 2014, the
Government has
reported over
US$20 million
returns were
seen in the econ-
omy from the
hosting of 10
matches in the
league.

Warner Park Cricket
Stadium will host only
four matches in this
year’s tournament; a sig-
nificant decrease from
the two previous year’s
that the tournament was
played in the Federation.

In 2014, St. Kitts-Nevis
hosted 10 matches, while
last year nine matches
were played locally.

Berridge noted that the
patriots broadcast of
matches has brought a
number of new tourism
interests to the

Federation.

Against that backdrop,
the government and the
organizers of the annual
Musical Festival are
using the CPL tourna-
ment as mean to push
advertising of the event
this year.

The former performance
analyst said it is using the
slogan come music stay
for cricket because it is
still relevant this year.

Meanwhile, action in the
St. Kitts and Nevis leg of

Buzz in the air as Patriots kicks off CPL T20 in the Federation

Continued on page 21



By LR Liburd
St. Kitts-Nevis Observer

Cricket is said to be the
life-blood of West
Indians and it is the only
sports discipline to which
almost all of its enthusi-
asts and fans are drawn
in support of teams from
the Caribbean region in
spite of race, colour,
creed and religion, as
well as the dismal perfor-
mance in Test matches
seen in the not too distant
past.

But have we ever won-
dered why the perfor-
mance of our senior play-
ers was so heavily criti-
cised by pundits world-
wide, when compared to

that of the earlier years
when the West Indies
were world champions?

I guess some of us do and
many others now under-
stand as truths are now
being revealed by some
of the senior players, past
and present, about the
many issues they had and
still have with the Dave
Cameron-led West Indies
Cricket Board (WICB).

The WICB was estab-
lished in the early 1920s
as the West Indies
Cricket Board of Control
but was subsequently
given its current name in
1996. This Board has
been a member of the
ICC since 1926 and was

led by 17 different
Presidents before Dave
Cameron took over the
leadership in 2013 and
re-elected to serve until
next year (2017).

Many people had com-
mented on his manage-
ment style, including
CARICOM Heads of
Government who had
called for his resignation
along with the other

Executives; a style that
had led to issues too
numerous to mention in
this article.

While a number of play-
ers had acted in defiance
to some of the WICB’s
arbitrary decisions, it
was not until the senior
male West Indies team
had won the 2016 ICC
Twenty20 World Cup
that the major issues
were globally revealed.

It was the team’s captain,
Darren Sammy, who
‘bell the cat’ and many
world renowned crick-
eters were in support of
his statements made fol-
lowing the win during
the post-match interview.

Sammy dedicated the
win to fans in the
Caribbean and the
Diaspora and was in high
praise of the manage-
ment team, a CARICOM
Head of Government and
the players, as he used
the opportunity to vent
his frustration over long-
standing issues with the
WICB.

The all-rounder declared
that his team “felt disre-
spected by the Board
coming into the tourna-
ment” and he sided with
the CARICOM Heads of
Government in their call
for the disbandment of
the President and
Executives of the WICB.

“I want to thank the
Heads of CARICOM.
Throughout this tourna-
ment they have been sup-
porting the team,”
Sammy said.

Sammy also extended a
special thank you to
Grenada’s Prime
Minister Dr. Keith
Mitchell while taking
another shot at the
Board.

“We have gotten emails,
we have gotten
calls…Prime Minister
Mitchell, I know what he

is trying to do and I real-
ly want to thank him. He
sent a very inspiring
email to the team this
morning and I am yet to
hear from our own
Cricket Board. That is
very disappointing!”

His gratitude and that of
his teammates were
extended to the Team
Manager, pointing out
another of the Board’s
weaknesses.

“We had a new Manager
in Rawl Lewis, who has
never managed a team
before. We had no uni-
forms, no printing...the
trouble he went through
to just get us in this uni-
form. I got to give credit
to the entire team here.”

Several hours after
Sammy’s statement, a
press release came out
from the WICB’s
Headquarters in Antigua
in which he was admon-
ished by President
Cameron.

Among those who were
in agreement with
Sammy was India’s leg-
endary all-rounder
Sachin Tendulkar who, in
a tweet, called on the
WICB to support the
team and address the
players’ concerns.

“WI players emerged
true champions overcom-
ing challenges on & off
the field. West Indian
Board should support
them & address their
concerns.”

Former West Indies cap-
tain Sir Vivian Richards
is also in agreement with
Sammy and had joined in
the call for the resigna-
tion of members on the
WICB.

“I don’t think Sammy
would be a liar. I think
Sammy is as honest as
they come, so it is going
to be quite interesting
going forward to see and
to hear exactly what
comes from the Board,”
Sir Vivian said.

Another former West
Indies captain,
Ramnaresh Sarwan is
also in support of Sammy
and had rebuked the
WICB for the manner in
which it continues to
handle the region’s top
professionals.

Speaking to the media in
Guyana, Sarwan noted
that there has always
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Darren Sammy
West Indies T20 Captain

Wycliffe ‘Dave’ Cameron
WICB President

NEVIS ELECTRICTIY COMPANY LTD
(NEVLEC)

VACANCY
The Nevis Electricity Co. Ltd (Nevlec) invites applications from suit-
ably qualified candidates to fill the position of IT OFFICER.
Principal Duties and Responsibilities
Maintain the network, servers, switches, fibre optic cable, workstations, printers, fax
machines and internet connection.
Ensure the proper functioning of the IT infrastructure.
Installs and maintains hardware and software
Administer the integrity of the network
Perform helpdesk assistance
Manage the authorization profiles

Qualification
Bachelor degree in Computer Science/Information Technology
Completed exams in Computers, Operating Systems, Network Protection and Safety
(Microsoft, CISCO etc.)

Additional Knowledge, Skills and Competencies
Strong computer skills
Good verbal and written communication skills
Good interpersonal skills.
Basic knowledge of management principles
Excellent organizational and supervisory skills
Motivated and analytical
Ability to work in a team

Remuneration
An attractive salary and benefits package is being offered.

Deadline
Application with Résumé, certified copies of certificates and two letters of reference
should be sent, on or before April 30, 2016, to:

The General Manager
Nevis Electricity Company Limited (Nevlec)
Charlestown
Nevis

Is the WICB President a Demagogue?



The 2016 Atlantic hurri-
cane season forecast
released Thursday from
Colorado State
University calls for the
number of named storms
and hurricanes to be near
historical averages.

A total of 12 named
storms, five hurricanes
and two major hurricane
are expected this season,
according to the forecast
prepared by CSU, which
is headed by Dr. Phil
Klotzbach in consulta-
tion with long-time hur-
ricane expert Dr. William
Gray.

This is close to the 30-

year average of 12
named storms, six hurri-
canes and three major
hurricanes. A major hur-

ricane is one that is Category 3 or stronger on the Saffir-Simpson Hurricane Wind Scale.

C M Y K

the tournament bowls off
June 30 with an
encounter between the
Patriots and the Warriors;
before the home side bat-
tles the Jamaica
Tallawahs on July 2, the
St. Lucia Zouks the fol-
lowing day and closes
out the tournament two
days later with a clash
against Barbados
Tridents at 7 p.m.

“It is my pleasure to con-
firm to the media that
plans are well underway
for the upcoming second
season,” Berridge told
the media. “There are a
number of new market-
ing initiatives which will
be executed between
now and our first match
scheduled against the
Guyana Amazon
Warriors June 30 June at
the Warner Park Cricket
Stadium.”

Tickets are now available
for several sections of the
stadium through online
purchase at SKN
Patriots.com, while the
others will be made pub-
lic soon.

According to Berridge,
“team investors are con-
fident we will do very
well in the upcoming
season and our team will
bring great pride to the
people of our beloved
Federation.”

Carlos Brawithe, Lendell
Simmons, Samuel
Badree and Evan Lewis,
are looking forward to
participating in the tour-
nament this year for the
Patriots.

Two representatives from
the Federation have been
selected for the fran-
chise, Kieran Powell,
who recently made his
return to regional Cricket
and Jeremiah Louis.

Buzz in the air as Patriots
kicks off CPL T20 in the
Federation
From page 19

Twelve Named Storms for the 2016 Huricane Season
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been issues with the Board and the
players but they were never been clear-
ly highlighted.

“I think over the years the West Indies
Board tend to do a lot of stuff and get
away with it, and during the period that
I have been playing we have strike a lot
in trying to highlight those areas and
nothing seems to be changing,”
Kaieteur News quoted him as saying.

He stated that the issue is not about
money but the treatment of players.

“I have experienced it; we have been in
numerous times where we negotiated
and I guarantee you, it is not about the
money. Chris Gayle, Dwayne Bravo
and Sammy all have big contracts with
teams in the Indian Premier League,
but I think it is an issue of principle as
well, because you don’t want to find
yourself in a situation where you under
sell your players and I think that is what
has been happening and the WICB
keep doing it over and over…and to try
to paint this picture that the players are
‘money hung’ and I strongly believe
that this is not the case.

“Even when we had strikes before,
it was something they were trying to
paint as well. They are just going to
cover-up their way of managing West
Indies cricket and they (WICB) don’t
want to accept that they have faults and
due to the fact they feel they are
untouchable…they are being very vin-
dictive towards players. I can go
through a whole list of players who
they done that to most recently -
Dwayne and Pollard.”

Sarwan also stated that it is not that the
players are lacking talent, but a situa-
tion where they do not have the right
people to manage WI cricket, adding

that “how long we don’t get that right I
don’t think our cricket will be able to
rise again. The first people to get blame
are the players because that is the prod-
uct you see on the field, but no one
knows what is happening behind the
scenes”.

Chris Gayle too had publicly endorsed
his captain’s criticism of the Board.

In an Instagram post, Gayle said he is
backing Sammy 100 percent and that a
shakeup is needed at both the WICB
and the West Indies Players
Association.

The Instagram reads: “I support and
backed him a 100% with his speech,
well said about WICB, WIPA needs to
be shaken up as well! The struggle is
real. Sammy retired from Test cricket
but I haven’t. However, I’m not eligible
for selection for Test and ODI, think we
played our last game for West Indies
2016-Hopefully 2017 the W.I fans can
see us again. Thank god for the prize
money because the match fee is a joke
what WIPA agreed to…so I’m donating
my match fees to Charity!”

Following Sammy’s criticism, Vice
President of the WICB and President of
the Windward Islands Cricket Board
Emmanuel Nanthan had announced
that the 16 players would share 100
percent of the prize money for winning
the Twenty20 World Cup totalling
US$1.6M in addition to the match fees
of US$1.2M and approximately
US$12,000 as part of the sponsorship
fees.

On hearing that announcement, many
cricket fans in the Federation claimed
that the players would not have gotten
that incentive if Sammy had not spoken
about the Board’s atrocities.

Dwayne Bravo also had his say.
According to International Business

Times, Bravo had launched a scathing
attack on the WICB calling its mem-
bers “most unprofessional”. He also
deemed Cameron “immature”, “small-
minded” and “arrogant”, and someone
who believes he is at war with his own
players.

“No I am not surprised (by Sammy’s
comments), we have had enough as
players. Too much times people come
down on the players, they questioned
our commitment, they questioned
whether we were really committed to
West Indies cricket or is it just the
money. A lot of people don’t under-
stand the things we go through as play-
ers dealing with our board. It’s the most
unprofessional board to me, Sammy
spoke from his heart. There is nothing
wrong with Sammy’s speech and I sup-
port Darren Sammy 100%”, Bravo
said, as quoted by ESPNCricinfo.

Bravo, who had a history of serious
issues with the WICB including when
he captained the team which pulled-out
in the middle of the ODI series against
India in 2014 over player-payment
issues, had not since been selected in
the ODI side. He was also removed as
captain of the regional Trinidad and
Tobago team in the domestic tourna-
ment.

Shortly after winning the World Cup,
ESPNCricinfo reported that he said the
Board refused to listen to what the
players have to say.

“It reached a point where we can’t take
it no more and that itself encouraged us
to go out there and win despite the chal-
lenges we have. Even our own Board
did not think we were going to win the
tournament. We are yet to hear from the
President, yet to hear from the CEO,
yet to hear from the Director of Cricket.
I mean how can you represent the
region, and the people who are sup-

posed to be your bosses and in charge
of you don’t even wish you well, don’t
even support you.

“So I was not surprised at Sammy’s
speech because he spoke from his
heart. And it’s something that the
Caribbean people need to understand,
we’re not happy with the way how our
cricket is being run.”

In a recent response to the debacle,
President Cameron said he was acting
in the best interest of WI cricket and
much of the criticism he received was
absurd and history would eventually
vindicate him.

Cameron also said that he is open to
meet with the players in order to find a
solution.

Since Cameron became President of the
WICB, the relationship between the
players and the governing body was
extremely strained. According to
reports, prior to Sammy’s outburst,
Gayle had publicly questioned the
Clive Lloyd-led Selection Panel’s deci-
sion to omit Bravo and Kieron Pollard
from the 50-over World Cup

This had led to Gayle being pulled-up
by the WICB Disciplinary Committee
even as the team was in the middle of
the World Cup campaign.

Following that issue and a number of
others, many fans have been asking if
President Wycliffe ‘Dave’Cameron is a
demagogue.

In an article headlined ‘Is Cameron a
law unto himself?’, Guyana Sports
Journalist Sean Devers wrote that
“Cameron comes over as a very arro-
gant and disrespectful individual who
loves his self importance without
understanding he is far less important
to West Indies cricket than the players”.

FASD to guide class-
room placement and/or
management, and where
there have been chronic
cognitive and behaviour-
al deficits, students may
be labeled ‘trouble-mak-
ers’ and ‘un-teachable’ in
the regular classroom
setting, thus placing
him/her on the fast track
towards school failure,
resulting in possible
impacts on communities
and society as a whole.

With all of the over-
whelming implications
for education and educa-
tion systems; health and
the health sectors; judi-
cial and legal systems;

parenting and parenting
effectiveness training;
professional training for
law enforcement offi-
cers, teachers, health pro-
fessionals, etc., due
attention must be given
to budget adjustments
and allocations across the
board, Mrs. Howell
opined. She emphasized
however, that on the
brighter side, there is
hope when considering
FASD.

While FASD is an irre-
versible condition, it is
100% PREVENTABLE.
It does not happen if a
pregnant mother (or
women considering
imminent pregnancy)
commit to abstaining

from alcohol consump-
tion shortly before and
during the full term of
pregnancy.

Furthermore, ongoing
research into brain func-
tioning, nutrition as well
as new and/or improved
strategies and technolo-
gies, is resulting in
remarkable progress in
handling the disease.

With awareness, educa-
tion, sensitivity training
and responsible actions
on everyone’s part, we
can indeed change the
dire consequences of
alcohol consumption on
the unborn fetus.
Changed perspectives
would lead to changed

behaviours on the part of
mothers, parents and the
wider society that would
lead to completely pre-
venting FASD from
occurring.

If a person is diagnosed
with FASD, the appropri-
ate interventions must be
systematically applied to
help improve quality of
life. Interventions could
include transition plan-
ning for persons moving
from one stage of devel-
opment to another, right
through to adulthood.
Accurate diagnosis is
mandatory, however, for
helpful strategies to be
employed. Good referral
resources, advocacy and
so forth for these individ-

uals, could contribute
greatly to the individual
living a functional and
productive life in society.

We were admonished to
recognize that every citi-
zen has a societal respon-
sibility to prevent FASD.
which only blights the
entire life of an unborn
child. By adjusting our
deeply entrenched cultur-
al attitudes to alcohol
consumption and recog-
nizing the possible harm-
ful impacts on the uterine
and continued develop-
ment of any affected
child, it is possible to
make great strides in
controlling and eventual-
ly eradicating FASD
wherever it exists in our

midst. As responsible cit-
izens, we can all make
healthful and helpful
choices based on accu-
rate information. We can
commit to sharing infor-
mation with persons who
may not have access to
resources to help them
make wise choices.
Finally, each of us has a
responsibility to ensure
that, as a society, we cre-
ate an environment in
which persons with
FASD have the ability to
function effectively in
our society that is home
to all.
Submitted
Michele de la Coudray-Blake
Director – Counselling
Ministry of Social
Development et al.

Is the WICB President a Demagogue?
From page 20

“I Am Too Young to Drink”
A discussion on the devastating impacts of alcohol consumption on a developing fetus

From page 4



Brantley said the fire department had
filed a report with the police. They are
investigating the fire, but its cause has
not been confirmed. He would not spec-
ulate whyanyone would want to burn
the Caribbean Cove, an establishment

that has been in operation for years.

Hon. Minister Brantley applauded the
citizen who saw the fire, contacted him
and 911. He also congratulated the effi-
ciency of the firefighters, who extin-
guished the fire and police officers who
arrived on the scene quickly.

“I wish to publicly thank the gentleman
who showed enough interest and empa-
thy to call me at that hour,” Hon.
Minister Brantley said. “I didn’t know
then, but he also called 911. I also
immediately called 911 after receiving
his call.”

“I am happy to say firefighters respond-
ed within minutes,” Hon. Minister
Brantley said.“Due to their rapid
response my property was saved from
being burnt to the ground. I publicly
thank them for their incredible perfor-
mance.”

CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS
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NEVIS - Land for Sale
Clifton Estate

760-0482/663-6296

Simmon’s Construction
Wanted two (2) finishing carpenters

with five (5) years or more experience.
Call: (869) 766-1894 for more info

BOOK YOUR SPACE NOW AND GET
IN ON THE BEST ADVERTISING
EVER OBSERVER CLASSIFIEDS

CALL 469-5907

BLACKHAT’S PLACE
(Restaurant and Bar)

Needs 1 helper.
Contact Blackhat at 869-469-1842

A.P woodworking is looking
for 2 experienced wood
workers. call: 668 3611

EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENTREAL ESTATE GENERAL REAL

Police suspect arson, investigating suspicious Caribbean Cove fire, Hon. Minister Brantley notified
From page 12

Enrique Bar is seeking a
Bartender with 4 years experience.

Please call: 664-0256

VACANCY
1 jeweler, must have minimum of 10
years experience. Must know how
to do filigree. Contact 469-5704

NEVIS - fully furnished 2 bed,
1 bath apt. in Jessup.
760-0482/663-6296.

He further spoke to the
length of time Team
Unity is in office and did
not pass the Freedom of
Information and Integrity
in Public Life Law and
Regulations as promised.

“Integrity in Public Life
and Freedom of
Information are essential

components of the trans-
parent and efficient gov-
ernance construct that we
are hoping for and that
we demand. It has taken
too long and I am won-
dering if there is any
enthusiasm for it.”

Astaphan proffered the
view that the leaders,

movers and shakers in
Team Unity need to
understand that people
would not sit and “be
submissive and let them
do the foolishness that
we worked so hard to get
rid of on the 16th of
February 2015. And if
they continue to act this
way, they are going to be

in for a big surprise”.

Meanwhile, Leader of
the People’s Action
Movement and Deputy
Prime Minister the Hon.
Shawn Richards has also
rejected Astaphan’s criti-
cisms.

Speaking with a reporter

of a local radio station
prior to the Convention,
said: “In my view, we
have kept a number a
number of our promises
to date, we intend to keep
just about all of the
promises we have
made.”

The Deputy Prime

Minister told the media
house that promises in
the Manifesto are intend-
ed to be fulfilled over
Team Unity’s five-year
term in office and that
the Government has done
well since elected in
February last year.

Current and past Government Ministers engage in War of WordsFrom page 5
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