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By LR Liburd
St. Kitts-Nevis
Observer

It is almost 14
months since the
tri-party coali-
tion Team Unity
came into office
following its
campaign vow
of providing a
“fresh start” and
a “fair share” to
all citizens and
residents of St.
Kitts and Nevis.

The proponents
of those vows
also made 193 promises,
some of which in reality
cannot be fulfilled in five
years much less 14
months. But they had
indicated that several
among them are on their
priority list and would
have been addressed
shortly after taking
office.

Former Labour Party
Government insider
Dwyer Astaphan had
recently voiced his dis-
pleasure over some of
Team Unity’s unfulfilled
priority promises stated
in its Manifesto, which
included Freedom of

Information and Integrity
in Public Life Law and
Regulations as well as
activating the Public
Accounts Committee.

By taking that action,
Astaphan was blasted by
Energy Minister Ian
‘Patches’ Liburd during
his address at the recent-
ly concluded People’s
Action Movement’s 51st
Annual Convention.

This and other recent
incidents have led many
people to conclude that
there might be a kink in
Team Unity’s armour,
knowing that Astaphan is
an ardent supporter of the

Government of National
Unity and he had can-
vassed heavily for its
candidates in last Year’s
General Elections.

The first incident that led
to this assumption is the
replacement of Clecton
Phillip as the Prime
Minister’s Press
Secretary. He, too, had
been an ardent supporter
of Team Unity. And in
addition to penning
numerous press releases
against the former
Administration, he had
taken to the airwaves on
talk shows in support of
the People’s Labour
Party, in particular, and

Team Unity, in general.

The reason given by the
Government for his
departure is that his con-
tract was only for one
year and that he might be
placed in another govern-
mental position or return
to the private sector.

TerryAdams was another
supporter who could
have been heard almost
every day on call-in pro-
grammes canvassing for
Team Unity. He was also
regularly seen and heard
on the platforms of
Operation Rescue, which
is co-founded by
Astaphan and Richard

Caines. But of late he has
been criticising the
Government on its
modus operandi as
Astaphan did.

In some quarters it is
believed that Adams did
not get what was
promised to him or what
he had expected, other
than being made a board
member.

The bombshell however
came when former
Chairman of the People’s
Action Movement,
Chesley Hamilton was a
guest on Freedom FM’s
‘Issues’ programme last
week Thursday (Apr.

14).

In response to
his thoughts on
t h e
Astaphan/Liburd
saga, Hamilton
said: “The com-
ments by Ian
Patches were
unfortunate I
be l ieve . . .very
unfortunate. If I
were to be part
of dealing with
something like
that, I would say,
‘Patches, I prefer
you make errors
of commission

rather than omission and
that is definitely an error
of commission. And
therefore, but, we don’t
need that fight and draw
back from it.’ I think that
Dwyer handled it well on
his show on Tuesday by
just giving Patches some
love. And I think that’s
the way to deal with
some of these things.”

Hamilton categorically
stated that he was in
agreement with
Astaphan’s comments on
wanting certain promises
fulfilled in short order.
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Dr. The Hon. Timothy Harris
Prime Minister

Clecton Phillip
Former Press Secretary to the Prime Minister

Dwyer Astaphan
Former Labour Party Government Inside

NOTICE
Any next of kin of the late MRS. HOSSELLA
BROWNE, of Boyds, St. Kitts who died on the
27th February, 2012, are requested to contact the
Attorney General’s Chambers, Government
Headquarters, Church Street, Basseterre, St.
Kitts on or before June 14th, 2016.

Is there a kink in Team Unity’s Armour?

Continued on page 22



We want to do our part in crime fighting by telling the
Police everything we know about the crimes we see
and the criminals who walk our streets; we really do.
But we are concerned about our safety.

We understand the promise and offer of confidentiali-
ty but cannot understand why the Police will tell the
press what the neighbor said he saw and heard -
sometimes with full description of the neighbour and
cardinal points – that led to the arrest of the perpetra-
tor (s). The Press seems all to happy to broadcast
these details for the world to hear. For the Press, this
is a scoop.

Later, after we have been “outed” and the perpetrator
has become a “suspect” and released, we become
targeted and the vicious cycle continues.

So we wish to offer some training first in English to the
Police, followed by some training in diplomacy. In fact
we call upon the Minister, who always encourages lis-
teners to tell, to implement that training in diplomacy
for our Police. In future we want to hear this “ …act-
ing on an anonymous tip, and with keen investiga-
tion…” and not “ … the neighbor called the Police and
upon arrival…”.

Here’s another thought. We cannot continue to pro-
tect underage youths who involve themselves in crim-
inal activity by not releasing their names. If their iden-
tities are to be kept secret, can you really expect the
proverbial village to help implement corrective mea-
sures? Besides, can you really try them in secret?
Better yet, shouldn’t they be publicly whipped for dou-
ble embarrassment and for the further embarrass-
ment of their parents?

Let us begin to nip this thing in the bud.

COMMENTARY
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Editorial
Diplomacy & crime fighting

By Monique Washington

Linton Forbes of
Hamilton has been
apprehended by the
Violent Crime Unit of
the Nevis Division
Police Force, charged
with murdering
Vincent “Vincie”
Ferlance on April 16,
which led to the subse-
quent charge of murder
on April 21.

In the most recent mur-
der, investigations led
police to the Hamilton
residence after the
Saturday morning shoot-
ing and on Monday
Forbes was taken into
custody for questioning
at the Charlestown
Police Station in Nevis.

“Vincie,” was a 20 year
old Bath Village resident.
According to the police
report Ferlance was
gunned down after 3 a.m.
on Saturday April 16 on
Pinney’s Beach.

When the shooting took
place there was a large
crowd in the area attend-
ing a fund-raising activi-
ty. Ferlance was shot
once in the chest, rushed
to the Alexandria
Hospital, where he later
died from the gunshot
wound.

Less than 48 hours after
Ferlance’s death,
Kishanda Clarke of
Government Road was
shot and wounded by a
drive-by shooter. Clarke
was shot while walking
on Stuart Williams Drive
on Sunday at around 8
p.m. He was transported
to the Alexandria
Hospital and admitted
with non-life threatening
wounds to his shoulder

and leg.

This shooting took place
three days after police
answered a report of
shots fired in Rawlins
Pasture. One suspect was
arrested in connection

with Clarke’s shooting
and a car was impounded
as a result of their inves-
tigations. They have
since charged Jelani
Howell and Kyle Tweed,
both of Bath Village
Nevis, with attempted
murder and shooting
with intent.

In the wake of 10 mur-
ders this year, five in St.
Kitts and five in Nevis,
the Premier of Nevis
Hon. Vance Armory
called out last week for
the “senseless acts of
violence to stop.” The
Premier was reacting to
recent murders that

recently took place in
Nevis and the appre-
hension of three sus-
pects.

“These senseless acts
of violence create ten-
sion and fear in the
whole community,”
Armory said. “Even
though it appears the
violence is targeted at
those who may be
involved in what may
be petty personal dis-
agreements, it is cause

for great concern that the
perpetrators of the vio-
lence and crime continue
to resort to the use of
guns to settle their argu-
ments.”

The Hon. Premier
appealed to persons com-
mitting the crimes to
“resolve and settle their
differences” by simply
talking it out and not
allowing revenge to
overcome them. He
emphasized with the use
of guns and other

weapons criminals will
only destroy each other.
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fear in the whole
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By Monique Washington

Shane Shorter was sen-
tenced on Tuesday to 16
years in prison for
wounding with intent and
burglary by Her Lady-
ship Justice Lorriane
Williams in High Court
in Charlestown. Itasha
Delisser, Shorter’s moth-
er, pled not guilty to
charges as an accessory
to the fact. Justice
Williams let her off with
a stern lecture.

Shorter was sentenced to
eight years for wounding
with intent and eight
years for burglary, both
sentences are to run con-
secutively.

In 2013, Ms. Samar
Haroun, a Medical
University of the
Americas student came
home from school to be
attacked by an intruder
hiding behind her door.
The man wrestled with
the student and when she
screamed for help,
stabbed her over a dozen
times. He stole his vic-
tim’s phone, beat speak-
ers and money, and
escaped through a nearby
window.

Ms. Haroun survived, but
10 days after her return
to Canada had a stroke
due to a clot from one of
her stab wounds. The
Observer understands
she receives injections
every day to overcome
her condition.

A police investigation

identified the perpetrator
as Shane Shorter, a
Jamaica national. He was
charged with attempted
murder, wounding with
intent and burglary.
Itasha Delisser was
charged with accessory
to the fact.

During the April 5

assizes, Shorter pled
guilty to wounding with
intent and burglary; but
pled not guilty to
attempted murder. Mrs.
Delisser pled not guilty
and the charge against
her was dropped.

Before Shorter was
sentenced, Justice
Williams took a
brief moment to
address Itasha
Delisser. Justice
Williams blamed her
for allowing her son
to get out-of-hand
and become a men-
ace to society.
Justice Williams
referred to the social
inquiry during
which family mem-
bers indicated
Shorter was “good
boy,” however,
according to the
social inquiry,
Shorter has never
attended church in
Nevis.

“And see what the
mother and sister
and cousins all say,”
Justice Williams
said. “If he was such

a good boy, where was
the good boy when he
broke into the home of
Ms. Haroun and stabbed
her so many times,”
Justice Williams said.
“You spoiled that boy
you as did the rest of

your family and now all
that he has done is to
bring shame and pain.”

Justice Williams ques-
tioned Mrs. Delisser’s
ability to help her son to
become a better person.

“You said you tried to
help, but you took your
money and bought him
cannabis,” Justice
Williams said. “Instead,
you should have taken
your money and tried to
get your son help. Spend
your money trying to get
him counselling. Try to
get him in drug rehab.
You tried to help and that
was the extent you tried
to help your son?…You
went as far as to try to get
him out of the country
after he committed this
crime. You created this
monster. And then you
want leniency for your
son? ”

“When you are in jail
serving your time take
some time to pray to God
a God I’m not even sure
that you know,” Justice
Williams concluded.

LOCAL NEWS
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Inset Top Left: Samar Haroun
Main: Samar in Hospital
Left: Lorraine Williams
Her Ladyship Justice in the
Charlestown High Court

Top: Shane Shorter
Below: Itasha Dellisser

Advisory from
The St. Kit ts-Nevis Observer...
BEWARE THE SCAMMERS!
Beware of correspo ndence which
purport s to make you rich overnight.

DO NOT give out ANY
info rmation concerni ng you r

credit card, bank acco unt, phone
number or even your address.

Judge tells mother, “You created this monster”
Shorter receives 16-year-sentence for wounding with intent, burglary



By Monique Washington

The dispute between the
Attorney Generals’ office
and defense attorneys in
the federation has caused
another murder case to
be postponed until the
November assizes.

On Monday, Dexter
Somersall and Craig
Halliday faced her
Ladyship Justice
Lorraine Williams to
answer to the charge of
murder for the second
time, this time without
their lawyers in court.
Defense attorneys
Chesley Hamilton and
Marsha Henderson, who

represented the two
defendants failed to show
up in court. The two
attorneys informed the
court that because of the
unresolved payment mat-
ter with the AG’s office
they will not appear in
court.

Hamilton previously
announced during the
January criminal assizes
in St. Kitts that he had
difficulties continuing in
the trial of Jabari Bart,
who was being retried for
murder. Hamilton
explained that his deci-
sion was due to the issue
with the AG’s office.
Hamilton represented

Bart in his first trail.

The disagreement over
payments began two
months ago when the
AG’s office notified
criminal defense attor-
neys that effective imme-
diately, lawyers with less
than 10 call years will be
paid $10,000 for cases
going to trail and
$15,000 for lawyers with
10 or more call years. If
the defendant pleads
guilty to a lesser charge,
as opposed to going to
trial for murder or
manslaughter, attorneys
will be paid $3,500, and
$6,500 on appeal.

At the time, defense
attorneys were vocal
maintaining a position of
not taking any cases until
the matter was settled.

In 2012, Somersall and
Halliday were charged
with the 2008 murder of
Leon Westerman from
Low Street Nevis. In
2014, Asim Parris of
Stoney Grove, Nevis was
also charged with
Halliday and Somersall
in the murder. The three
men were granted bail in
the sum of $350,000 in
July, 2015. In November,
the trio faced her
Ladyship Justice
Lorriane Williams, who
due to a technicality, the
men were freed, but
quickly rearrested on the
same charge upon leav-
ing the courthouse.
Somersall and Parris

were released on bail,
while Halliday was
charged in November of
2015 on a separate
offense. In January,
Parris was gunned down
and his body was recov-
ered in the Bath
Cemetery.

The Observer previously
spoke to defense attorney
Dr. Henry Browne
Queen’s Counsel (QC)
who represented Parris.
Dr. Browne said at that
time a dispute between
attorneys and the AG
over payments would not
affect this case. Dr.
Browne maintained the
Halliday and Somersall
case would be heard dur-
ing the April assizes.

“That’s an old one, that
will be seen,” Dr.
Browne explained. “We

took it on before. Once
we have already faced
the judge we accept the
assignments. We are just
not taking any new
assignments.”

The duo’s case has been
pushed ahead to the
November assizes.

In other court activity,
Roosevelt Browne, who
was charged with two
counts of rape on one
charge of kidnapping
also had his case tra-
versed to the November
assizes. Browne
appeared in court on
Monday but was not rep-
resented. Justice
Williams noted that
because the matter is so
serious he should receive
representation. Attorney
Robelto Hector has been
assigned to his case.
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INCREDIBLE REAL ESTATE DEALS
BELOW MARKET PRICE.

A LOCAL LICENSED REAL ESTATE COMPANY IN
ST. KITTS HAS SOME DISTRESSED PROPERTY DEALS
BEING OFFERED IN ST. KITTS THAT THE OWNERS ARE

WILLING TO SELL WAY UNDER MARKET PRICES.

IF YOU WANT A DEAL ON REAL ESTATE IN ST. KITTS THIS IS IT!!!!!

INTERESTED PERSONS WOULD NEED TO: CALL TOM
AT 1(869)-466-8972 OR 669-6923, AND SPECIFY THAT
YOU ARE INTERESTED IN THIS AD ON DISTRESSED
PROPERTY BUYS. BE SURE WHEN YOU REPLY TO
INCLUDE YOUR HOME LANDLINE, WORK NUMBER,
ALL CELL NUMBERS AND THE EMAIL ADDRESS TO

CONTACT YOU.

IF YOU LIVE OUTSIDE OF THE USA, CANADA, OR ST. KITTS
AND NEVIS, PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR SKYPE ADDRESS.

SOME OF THESE PROPERTIES ALSO INCLUDE PROPER-
TIES THAT QUALIFY FOR CITIZENSHIP IN ST. KITTS AND

NEVIS IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN THAT OPTION.

THIS REAL ESTATE COMPANY IS CURRENTLY RUNNING
A SPECIAL OFFER WHERE IF YOU PURCHASE A PROP-
ERTY BECAUSE YOU WANT TO GET CITIZENSHIP IN
ST. KITTS AND NEVIS, YOUR LEGAL CIU CITIZENSHIP
FEES WOULD BE PAID IF YOU BRING A COPY OF THIS

AD BEFORE YOU BUY.

THIS WILL SAVE YOU 1000’S OF DOLLARS IN LEGAL FEES.

AG, Defense Attorney dispute causes
murder cases to be postponed until November



By LR Liburd
St. Kitts-Nevis Observer

Thieves are on a rampage
in St. Kitts as just in a
matter of four days they
have burglarised one
home and two business
enterprises.

The first victim was for-
mer Minister of National
Security Dwyer
Astaphan, who reported
that his home was bur-
glarised either early

Saturday morning (Apr.
16) or the night before
while he and his son
were out of the house.

He said that on their
return home sometime
after 5:00 a.m., they had
found part of the house in
a dishevelled manner,
and on close examination
discovered that a 50-inch
flat screen TV, a 32-inch
TV, just under US$1,000,
a Japanese Samurai
Sword and a quantity of

personal items were
stolen.

Astaphan said he is offer-
ing an EC$5,000 reward
to anyone who could pro-
vide information leading
to the arrest of the perpe-
trator(s) and the return of
his stolen items.

The former minister said
he could be contacted at
662-4921 and that per-
sons do not have to be
afraid of their identities
being disclosed.

He however disclosed
that he has video footage
from the security system
erected at his residence
and the police would be
examining same in an
effort to identify the per-
petrator or perpetrators.

He is advising citizens
and resident of both
islands to not purchase
any of the stolen items if
they are approached, but
“to do the right thing”.

The second victim was
Harrington Bristol Sr.
whose business estab-
lishment at Kittstodart,
Admiral Enterprises, was
broken into and van-

dalised on Monday (Apr.
18).

Bristol said the establish-
ment was secured at
approximately 9:55 on
the previous night but on
arrival at about seven
o’clock the next morn-
ing, he had observed a
door to the side of the
building was open.

On entering the building,
the Managing Director
also found the door to his
office was open and the

cabinets ransacked as
well as furniture and
other items within in a
state of disarray. He then
made a thorough check
of other areas and dis-
covered about 20 items
were stolen, including
tools and security equip-
ment.

Bristol estimated his loss
at over $20,000 and
informed that thieves had
targeted his company on
three occasions since
moving to that location

some four years ago.

And on the following
night (Apr. 19), bandits
had broken into 10 con-
tainer stalls of The Food
Court in Bird Rock,
which was recently
established by Ram’s
Group of Companies.

No word has so far been
forthcoming on what
were stolen but The
Observer was told that
police are investigating.
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Dwyer Astaphan
Former Minister of National Security

Burglars are on the rampage in St. Kitts

Company – Deon and Associates- with extension to - The Hamilton Beach Villas and Spa
Position - Pool Attendant / Landscaper

Details of the Position are as follows;
• The Pool Attendant must have knowledge and experience of cleaning pools
• Must be able to apply the appropriate Chemicals when necessary
• Must be able to Clean the Pool Filters
• Clean the surroundings of the Pool
• Must be able to do landscaping as well.
Contact Information:

Email- info@thehamiltonnevis.com
Office – 1 869-469-5320
Cell – 1 869-662-8014



By Monique Washington

Berverson “BoBo” Mills
of Barnaby Village will
spend the next three
years in prison for burn-
ing down and destroying
over $10,000 worth of
his brothers’ property.

Mills appeared before
Magistrate Yasmine
Clarke on Tuesday to
answer to the charge of
causing malicious dam-
age and pled guilty as
charged.

According to the facts
presented in court, BoBo
and his brother, Julian
Mills, went fishing on
March 8. After the fish-
ing trip BoBo asked

Julian for $5 and Julian
gave him $10. In the
report, Julian said he
promised to give his
brother more money the
next day.

The report says that dur-
ing the night, when
Julian was on his way to
bed, he smelled smoke,
but did not pay any atten-
tion to it until he saw
flashing lights.

A shed, where Julian
keeps fishing gear and an
engine, was completely
destroyed by the fire.
Property valued at
$10,532 was reportedly
destroyed. BoBo later
admitted to the police he
burnt the shed.

He told the officer that
Julian was mistreating

him because when they
went fishing his brother
only gave him $5.

In court, Magistrate
Clarke asked Berverson
why he burnt the shed if
his brother promised to
give him money the fol-
lowing day. In response
Mills said, “He never
gives me any money.
That is what he always
does.”

Magistrate Clarke sen-
tenced Beverson to three
years in Her Majesty’s

Prison in St. Kitts.

In a similar case, Rickel
Mills faced Magistrate
Clarke for maliciously
destroying property and
theft. He pled guilty.

According to the facts
presented in court, on
April 6, Nicole Rogers of
Barnaby went to bed at
around 9 p.m. She heard
a noise, got up but did
not see anyone in the
house. She looked
around and noticed the
front door was broken

and food was missing.
She went outside and
saw Rickel Mills, who
was shirtless and he told
her he was coming from
the beach. Ms. Rogers
called the police, who
later told Mills they
would like to take him to
the station to ask some
questions but asked him
to put on the shirt which
was wrapped up under
his arm. When Mills
unraveled his shirt a
piece of ribs and bread
pudding fell out. The
police took him to the
station, where he was
charged.

In court, Magistrate
Clarke told Mills it
would have been better if
he told Rogers he was
hungry, “she might have
given you that same
piece of ribs and bread
pudding.” Magistrate
Clarke then convicted
and fined Mills $800 to
be paid in three months
or face three months in
prison.

“Do not go back into
anybody’s house to steal
their food. I will send
you to jail,” Magistrate
Clarke warned.
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Defendant burns down shed, gets three years in prison



By Monique Washington

Twenty unemployed and under-
employed women and youths on Nevis
are participating in tile-laying work-
shops taught by instructor Dennis
Thomas at the Ivor Walters Primary
School. The classes, which began on
April 4 and will end between April 27-
29, will teach students how to lay floor
tiles, wall tiles, and create decorative
designs.

The classes are hosted by the Social
Development, Social Services and
Gender Affairs departmentsto give
women and youth an opportunity to
learn a marketable skill and find jobs.

“These workshops will provide unem-
ployed and underemployed women
and youth with the skills to lay tile and
obtain construction work,” explained
Sandra Maynard, Director of Social
Services. “When students complete
the training my department will assist
students in finding them jobs.”

“We start students off with small
steps,” Maynard said. “We give them
the training and skills to obtain
employment. We are not going to look
for a job for them, but we will help.
We do not enable them we empower
them.”

Classes are held Monday through
Friday with 9 a.m. to noon classes for
youth and 3 to 5 p.m. classes for
adults. The training course will last for
three weeks and at the end they will
receive a certificate of completion.

“Students train in the practical parts of
laying tiles; proper alignment, both on
the floor and walls; and pattern
design,” explained Lorraine
Archibald, Coordinator of the Gender
Affairs Division. “In similar skills-
training programs many of the partici-
pants have gained full time employ-
ment.”

Archibald emphasized the importance
of having women employed in non-
traditional occupations and told the
Observer there are many benefits.

“One of the benefits from the program
is that it will raise the female labor

force participation rate,” Archibald
said.”This will have a positive impact
on the gross domestic product within
our economy. It builds a diverse team
and will benefit women who intend to
continue work after they reach retire-
ment age. The goal of this program is
to improve opportunities for women in
a non-traditional occupation with a
focus on challenging gender occupa-
tion stereotypes for females.”

Archibald said another goal is to make
it possible for women to obtain small
paid projects to earn an income at a
flexible time, so that they don’t have
to neglect their families.

“Most students say they enjoy the
training and hope for personal gain,”
Archibald said. “Some have projects
to do at home and will now have the

skills to do them. Some are grateful
because they have been looking for
another skill when they retire.”

Thomas, a tile expert from Florida, has
visited Nevis several times. During his
most-recent the instructor made and
offer to the Department of Social
Services to present tile-laying class-
es.The department offered free regis-
tration for the classes and received
applications from students in St. Kitts
and Nevis.

Thomas has been visiting Nevis for
five years and loves the island. He has
been working with the Cross Road
Community Church outreach program
helping with training
programs.Thomas donated hundreds
of dollars’ worth of tools to the Nevis
Island Administration.
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Workshops provide women with tile-laying skills,
employment opportunities

Sandra Maynard and Lorraine Archibald



Staff Writer

As part of its new hous-
ing drive, the
Government is moving to
distribute 86 houses
around St. Kitts.

Minister with Respon-
sibility for Housing the

Hon. Eugene Hamilton
said the houses will be
located in Ottley’s (19),
Green Acres (27), Pine
Gardens (28), Buckley’s
(6), and Taylor’s (6).

This disclosure was
made Wednesday at the
Prime Minister’s month-

ly media briefing when a
reporter asked him for an
update on the Housing
Policy.

Mr. Hamilton said he is
aware that there are
many people who “want
to be Ministers of gov-
ernment”. But unlike the
previous administration,
the distribution of the
new homes will be done
in a documented manner
to show transparency in
the process, he said.

“ I would just tell you
that next week we will be
distributing new hous-
es...those will be distrib-
uted in the next week or
two and we have events
planned to properly doc-
ument and show to the
public the transparency
in the distribution of
those houses,” he
declared.

He said the Ministry
takes seriously its
responsibility in the way
the housing policy is
being drafted. “Rather
than approaching it in an
adhoc fashion, we have

employed a committee
that has been working for
some months now,” he
added.

The new policy is still in
the drafting stage with
the Committee before it
reaches the Minister for
final authorization, con-
tradicting a plan laid out
earlier this year by Prime

Minister Dr. Timothy
Harris.

In January, during an
appearance on
the Government’s week-
ly radio ‘Working for
You’ Prime Minister Dr.
Hon. Timothy Harris
responded to a caller who
challenged the Minister
and his Ministry to

develop the Housing
Policy in the shortest
possible time.

“The Minister of
Housing is charged with
the responsibility of
bringing a policy paper
to the Cabinet, so that we
could make a determina-
tion not just on this par-
ticular case (Halfway
Tree) in which you refer-
enced...but generally the
housing policy of Team
Unity, and we will unfold
that,” Dr. Harris said.

“We will want to unfold
that within the next
month or so, and I will
ensure that the Ministry
of Housing moves with
deliberate speed and
thoughtfulness to ensure
that we are in a position
to meet that particular
timeframe.”

The Minister is hopeful
of having the policy
completed by next when
he delivers the houses to
its new owners, where he
said he expects to further
address the question of a
National Housing Policy.
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Over eighty houses to be distributed in the new week,
Housing policy still before committee

Hon. Eugene Hamilton
Minister of Housing
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By K. Quincy Parker
Nassau Guardian
Business Editor

WASHINGTON, USA
— The ranking member
of the House Foreign
Affairs Committee, Eliot
L. Engel, together with
Representative Ileana
Ros-Lehtinen, a former
chair of the committee,
have introduced biparti-
san legislation in the
United States Congress
to prioritize the US-
Caribbean relationship.

Among the expected out-
comes are ramped-up
efforts to improve citizen
security and reduce drug
trafficking; improve
energy security; and
increase access to
diverse, reliable, afford-
able and sustainable
power.

The bill, HR 4939, would
require the secretary of
state and the administra-
tor of the US Agency for
I n t e r n a t i o n a l
Development (USAID)
to submit to Congress a
multi-year strategy
focused on outreach to
the countries of the
Caribbean and diasporic

communities in
the US, improving
energy security,
countering vio-
lence, ramping up
diplomacy and
other priority
areas.

Requirements

The legislation
requires the State
Department and
USAID to:

• Identify agency
efforts to prioritize
US policy toward
the Caribbean;

• Outline an
approach to broad-
en outreach to the
Caribbean diasporic
communities in the
United States;

• Outline an approach to
partner with govern-
ments of the Caribbean
region to improve citizen
security and reduce drug
trafficking;

• Establish a comprehen-
sive, multi-year strategy
to improve energy secu-
rity and increase access
to diverse, reliable,
affordable and sustain-

able power;

• Outline an approach to
improve diplomatic
engagement with gov-
ernments of the
Caribbean region; and

• Develop an approach to
assisting Caribbean
countries in the diversifi-
cation of their
economies.

In addition, the bill
requires the Government
Accountability Office
(GAO) to produce two

key reports: an evalua-
tion of the Caribbean
Basin Security Initiative
(CBSI) and a breakdown
of CBSI assistance pro-
vided to each country;
and an evaluation of US
diplomatic engagement
with the Eastern
Caribbean.

Reasons

Engel, a Democrat, said
the bill makes it clear
that Congress will priori-
tize US-Caribbean rela-

tions for many
years to come,
while Ros-
Lehtinen, a
R e p u b l i c a n ,
asserted that the
US is “redou-
bling its efforts to
remain engaged
in the Caribbean
to enhance our
diplomatic and
economic ties”.

Engel said the
countries of the
Caribbean are
p r o f o u n d l y
important to the
United States,
and particularly
to the many
C a r i b b e a n -

American citizens in the
United States.

“With so many crises
around the globe that
demand US attention, we
can’t lose sight of our
long-term interests closer
to home but should
instead strengthen and
expand ties with our
Caribbean neighbors.
This legislation makes it
clear that Congress will
prioritize US-Caribbean
relations for many years
to come,” he said.

Meanwhile, Ros-
Lehtinen, noting that she
represents South Florida
and a large number of
individuals from the
Caribbean diaspora,
spoke to the “unique
importance of the
Caribbean and a strong
US-Caribbean relation-
ship”.

“Now that the Caribbean
should be less dependent
on a deteriorating
Venezuelan economy,
this bill will go a long
way in improving those
strategic relationships
and show the region that
the US is redoubling its
efforts to remain engaged
in the Caribbean to
enhance our diplomatic
and economic ties. It’s
also more important now
than ever that we
increase coordination
and cooperation on secu-
rity related issues, espe-
cially in conjunction with
our leaders at SOUTH-
COM,” Ros-Lehtinen
said.

Republished with per-
mission of the Nassau
Guardian
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US Representatives Eliot L. Engel (L) and Ileana Ros-Lehtinen

US lawmakers push for closer Caribbean ties



By Monique Washington

The Spanish community in St. Kitts
and Nevis opened the 2016 softball
season with six teams competing for
the annual Dominican Republic
Mother’s Day Softball Cup. The tour-

nament kicked off on April 17 with a
morning parade through Charlestown,
which began near Superfoods
Supermarket and finished at the Villa
Grounds. The second round of compe-
tition continues with a tournament
April 24 at 10 a.m. at the Villa Grounds

in Charlestown.

The league meets four times
per year, during the Dominican
Republic’s Independence, the
Dominican Republic’s Mother’s Day,
the Dominican Republic’s Father’s Day

and Christmas. Matches are played dur-
ing seven consecutive Sundays. Six
teams with 15 players are entered in the
competition, Cervecero, Chapiadore,
and Peluguevo, in St. Kitts; and Bravo
de Nevis, Astor de Nevis and Chamaco
Barber Shop, in Nevis. The tournament
runs May 17 to May 29.

On Sunday Bravo de Nevis won its
game with Cervecero; Astro de Nevis
won against Peluguevo; and Chamaco
barbershop won over Chapiadore.

“For five weeks the teams play against
each other,” Chamaco Calderon,
Softball Association president told the
Observer. “Three teams’ play in Nevis
and three teams play at the same time in
St Kitts.”

“At the end of five weeks the best four
teams face each other in the semifi-
nals,” Calderon said. “At the end only
two teams will face each other in the
May 29 finals. Each team has 15 play-
ers, the majority of our players are
Spanish but some local young men
have joined different teams. For the
past two years a team from St Kitts has
captured the championship.”

Calderon said the competition also acts
as a fund-raising activity. Spectators do
not pay admission to the competitions,
but money collected from the bar is
used to fund injured players.

Calderon pointed out that softball and
baseball are important to the
Dominican Republic’s culture.
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Dominican softball season games kick off annual competition



Staff Writer

Bands and service providers for the
2015/2016 Carnival season that are
waiting to be paid will have to wait a
bit longer, the government says.

Prime Minister Dr. Timothy Harris said
the funds are not available because
‘substantial sums of monies’ that were
set aside for payment had to be used to
liquidate the 2014 Carnival debt.

For weeks, labor leaders have com-
plained about the nonpayment for ser-
vices to make the Carnival successful.
At the same time, the opposition St.
Kitts-Nevis Labour party has joined in
wondering at the length of time to the
government to pay the bills.

Dr. Harris at his monthly press briefing
Wednesday, April 20, tried to clear up
the issue when a media representative
posed the question to him.

The Prime minister explained that
available funds were used to pay off the
2014 Carnival debt. Even though addi-
tional funds were allocated by the
Government of National Unity in the
2016 budget, the money ran short. He
said his government is now setting up a
mechanism within the Ministry of
Finance to correct the problem by mon-
itoring expenditures and providing reli-
able accounting and reporting.

The Government of national Unity had
budgeted $6.4 million fr recurrent
expenditures to cover the cost of
Carnival activities, The Observer
understands. This is the same adminis-

tration that criticized the SKNLP
for failing to pay bands in a time-
ly manner in the past. Dr. Harris
assured the press that the govern-
ment was committed to cover all
the expenses and will pay what is
owed.

Earlier this month, Minister of
Culture Shawn Richards had told
a local media agency that he
could not provide a date when
payment would be paid since
there is a process that must be
followed. A request for submis-
sion must be made to the Cabinet
and then submitted to the
Finance Ministry. He said the
submission has been made and it
must now go to the Cabinet.
Hopefully, he added, the govern-

ment will soon be in a position to make
payment.

Carnival Chairman Noah Mills got into
the act by telling reporters he had met
with the service providers and arrived
at a figure to cover the costs.

He added, ‘We would have gone
through and delivered Carnival for 75
percent of the original budget. We
would have then submitted a requisi-
tion to the Government requesting that
the monies be released to settle cash
prizes and incentives. That was done in
February where it was released after we
submitted it in January.’

As it stands, no official date has been
earmarked for the final payment to the
Carnival workers.

C M Y K
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WWhheerree hhaass tthhee mmoonniieess ffoorr CCaarrnniivvaall ggoonnee??
Government takes 2015 allocation to payoff 2014 debt

Dr. The Hon. Timothy Harris
Prime Minister



Reggae Plus TV is a
M u l t i - C u l t u r a l
Entertainment Television
program, which was
recently nominated for
the ‘Linkage Award
Show’ in the Digital
Media Category. 
Ronald Diedrick
Pres iden t /Execu t ive
Producer of Reggae
Plus TV‘s says its
approach has always

been to provide the view-
er with an authentic
Caribbean experience
from the comfort of their
home. “Our programs
cover news, artists,
prominent sports figures
and politicians that rein-
force positive views
within the Caribbean
community. Our program
currently airs on
Caribvision which can be
found on the Cablevision
Network,“ he said. 
The Reggae Plus audi-
ence is primarily
between 19 - 45 years of
age, and our program-
ming has become a
bridge between the

Reggae Plus TV has
a successful first
season on
Caribvision Network

PUNTA CANA,
Dominican Republic —
The Expedia group, one
of the world’s largest
online travel companies,
has reported a banner
year for the Dominican
Republic in 2015, with
the destination remaining
the top producing market
in the Caribbean.

Within the Caribbean
region as a whole, the
Dominican destination of
Punta Cana continues to
be the top producing
market in 2015, followed
by Puerto Rico, and
Aruba. Additional in-
demand destinations in

the Dominican Republic
with large rates of
growth in 2015 com-
pared to the year before
include:

• Santo Domingo with
more than 25 percent
growth

• Puerto Plata with more
than 30 percent growth
• Samana with 45 percent
growth

The United Sates was
once again the top pro-
ducing market for the
Dominican Republic
with an increase in
demand of more than 20
percent growth in 2015

compared to
2014. Canada
followed in sec-
ond with nearly
20 percent
growth year
over year and
Brazil in third
with nearly 30
percent growth.

Package book-
ings, transac-
tions that com-
bine compo-
nents like
flights and
hotel, continue
to shine in the
D o m i n i c a n
Republic gener-

ating much higher book-
ing windows of more
than 70 days and a length
of stay of an average 5.7
days.

“With a strong hospitali-
ty foundation and idyllic
beach weather, the
Dominican Republic
continues to be the most
popular Caribbean desti-
nation for travelers from
major markets like the
US, Canada and Brazil,”
said Demetrius Canton,
director of lodging part-
ner services for the
Caribbean, Expedia
group. “Expedia comple-
ments the island’s top-
notch tourism offering by
being a valued partner
and advisor to hotel part-
ners and offers Expedia’s

technology capabilities
and tools to help them
increase sales and their
bottom line.”

The Expedia group’s
market management
team is attending the
Dominican Annual
Tourist Exchange
(DATE), from April 19 -
21, 2016 in Punta Cana,
Dominican Republic.

Throughout the confer-
ence the team will liaise
with valued travel part-
ners to discuss the suc-
cesses in the region and
provide counsel on
increasing visibility and
demand using Expedia
group’s powerful tech-
nology and marketing
tools.

C M Y K
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A beach at Punta Cana in the Dominican Republic. 
Photo: Christopher T Cooper/Wikimedia/CC

Dominican Republic leads in 2015
Caribbean travel demand

Continued on page 17
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Staff Writer

After a year of criticism
from the opposition St.
Kitts-Nevis Labour Party
on establishing a Public
Accounts Committee,
the Government has dis-
missed the criticism,
claiming creating such a
committee is not its
responsibility. 

At the Prime Minister’s
monthly media briefing
Wednesday, April 20,

Attorney General
Vincent Byron respond-
ed to a reporter’s ques-
tion by stating it is not
the responsibility of the
Government to have
that committee estab-
lished. 

‘This falls under the
rules of Parliament and
it really falls to the
speaker to be able to set
up these committees,”
he said. “It is not the
role of the Executive to
do so. We wait on the
speaker to give us the
guidelines, rules and reg-
ulations.’

Opposition member of
Parliament and
Representative for
Constituency No. 3
Konris Maynard again
questioned the commit-
tee’s absence. Speaking
on his party’s weekly
radio program ‘Issues,’
he said if the
Government was to

establish the Parliamen-
tary Committees it would
give the opposition the
oversight to make sure
the Government of
National Unity would be
kept in check and would
prove the Government
was working in a trans-
parent and accountable
manner.

“You see this govern-
ment is only going to talk
transparency, they are
only going to talk
accountability, but they
never allow us the oppo-
sition to have those par-
ticular frameworks in
place to ensure we have a
well serving and mean-
ingful Government in
place,” he said. 

Mr. Byron said they are
waiting for an official
address from the speaker
of the National Assembly
on how to proceed with
the Public Accounts
Committee.

Vincent Byron
Attorney General

Government and
Opposition on different
paths with the Public
Accounts Committees
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By Michael Bascombe

NASSAU, Bahamas —
Olympic 400 metres
champion Kirani James
of Grenada kicked off
his 2016 season with a
world-leading time at
the Chris Brown
Bahamas Invitational
Meet at the Thomas A.
Robinson National
Stadium in Nassau on
Saturday.

James powered his way
across the finish line in
44.36 seconds, his sec-
ond fastest season’s
opener, and bettered the
previous world leader
and compatriot Bralon
Taplin’s 44.41.

“I think it’s a good time
for an opener. I think it’s
rather impressive,”
James said.

The London 2012
Olympic champion
rushed ahead of
American Tony McQuay
(45.34) and former
World and Olympic
champion Jeremy
Wariner of the United

States (45.55).

James admitted that it
was a difficult race since
it was the season debut
and it comes with chal-
lenges.

“It’s my first race, so
obviously hurting a bit,
getting the ‘ole oil’ out
of my system. But I am
just happy to be here to
compete in front of this
crowd,” he said.

“Thanks for everyone
for coming out. Thanks
for Chris Brown for
putting on this Meet. So,
I’m just happy to be out
here.”

“After I get back to
Alabama (training base),
we’ll look at the race
again, see what we could
build on and just try to
improve from there.

James’ preparations will
be tested later this month
when he competes in a
star-studded line-up at
the Drake Relays in Des
Moines, Iowa. He is
expected to face a line-

up which includes
Taplin and former World
and Olympic champion
LaShawn Merritt, who
ran a world-leading and
personal best of 19.78 in
the 200 metres here on
Saturday.

“I’m going to go to
Drake Relays. I think
LaShawn will be run-
ning there too, so hope-
fully we could put on
another good show,” he
s a i d .

However, James showed
no concerns about
Merritt’s half-lap perfor-
mance, noting their dif-
ferent approaches in get-
ting to Rio for the
Olympic Games this
summer.

“We don’t train together
so obviously we have
different plans for the
season as to how we’re
getting to Rio in peak
shape so that’s his plan
and that’s my plan and
we have to respect that.”

James is hoping to
defend the Olympic title

he first won four years
ago in London when he
became the first
Grenadian to win an
Olympic medal.

“Well that’s the plan.
The plan is always to
strive to be the best, so
we will just see how it
goes,” he said.

Men 20+ 400 Meter
Dash A
1. James, Kirani,
Grenada, 44.36
2. McQuay, Tony,
United States, 45.34
3. Wariner, Jeremy,
United States, 45.55
4. Quow, Renny,
Trinidad & Tobago,

4 6 . 4 6
5. Russell, Alonzo,
Bahamas, 46.48
6. Taylor, Angelo,
United States, 46.98
7. Cameron, Corey,
United States, 49.53
— Yusif, Rabah, Great
Britain, DNF

C M Y K
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Season debut is a work in progress,
says Grenada’s Kirani James

Kirani James at Saturday’s Chris Brown Bahamas Invitational Meet in
Nassau
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MONTREAL, Canada— Air Canada
has announced it will launch new sea-
sonal Air Canada rouge services
between Toronto-Port of Spain,
Trinidad and Tobago, along with
Montreal-Puerto Vallarta, Mexico;
Montreal-San José, Costa Rica;
Toronto Palm Springs, California.

The non-stop flights will give Canadian
travelers more competitively-priced
options when flying to sun destinations
beginning winter 2016-2017. Seats on
these four new routes are now available
for purchase.

“Air Canada is solidifying its position
in the Canadian leisure market by offer-
ing more flights to more sun destina-
tions during the 2016-2017 winter sea-
son. We are delighted to launch season-
al Air Canada rouge non-stop flights to
such popular vacation destinations as
Puerto Vallarta, Mexico and San José,
Costa Rica from Montreal as well as
Palm Springs, California and Port of
Spain, Trinidad and Tobago from
Toronto. Flights are timed to optimize
connectivity for travelers from all
across Quebec and Eastern Canada
looking to escape the Canadian winter,”
said Benjamin Smith, president, pas-
senger airlines at Air Canada.

Route Details:

Toronto-Port of Spain, Trinidad and
Tobago: Service begins December 21,
2016, subject to government approval,
with flight AC1880 and operates twice
weekly departing Toronto 09:00 on
Wednesday and Friday, arriving in Port

of Spain at 15:25. Return flight
AC1881 departs Port of Spain at 16:45
and arrives in Toronto at 21:35. Service
ends for the season on April 21, 2017.

Flights will be operated by Air Canada
rouge, Air Canada’s leisure carrier
using a 282-seat Boeing 767-300ER
aircraft offering a choice of premium
and economy cabins.

Flights are timed to offer convenient
connections to/from Newfoundland
and Labrador, Nova Scotia, New
Brunswick as well as Quebec City,
Montreal, Ottawa, Winnipeg,
Edmonton, Calgary and Vancouver,
U.S. cities including Boston,
Baltimore-Washington, Cleveland,
Newark, Las Vegas and international
destinations such as Delhi and Dubai.

younger and the older fans of
Caribbean/American Culture. Diedrick
further notes that his organization is
aggressively committed to growing the
viewership and believes in providing
an authentic Multi-Cultural experience.

Reggae Plus TV is available in St. Kitts
on: The Cable: Channel 73, and in

Nevis on: Caribbean Cable
Communications: Channel: 62, on
Saturday‘s at 7 pm and on Monday‘s at
10 pm. Please feel free to contact us at
the following number if you have any
questions. 347-207-5770 or email us at
reggaeplustv@gmail.com or you can
visit our website at www.reggae-
plustv.com. 
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Air Canada rouge gears up for winter 2016-2017
with new non-stop flights to Trinidad

Reggae Plus TV has
a successful first

season on
Caribvision Network

from page 14



By Caribbean News
Service

CNS – Cuban revolu-
tionary leader Fidel
Castro delivered a vale-
dictory speech on
Tuesday to the
Communist Party he put
in power a half-century
ago, telling party mem-
bers he would soon die
and exhorting them to
help his ideas survive.

“I’ll be 90 years old
soon,” Castro said in his
most extensive public
appearance in years.
“Soon I’ll be like all the
others. The time will
come for all of us, but the
ideas of the Cuban
Communists will remain
as proof on this planet
that if they are worked at
with fervor and dignity,
they can produce the
material and cultural
goods that human beings
need, and we need to
fight without truce to
obtain them.”

Castro spoke as the gov-
ernment announced that
his brother Raul will
retain the Cuban

Communist Party’s high-
est post alongside his
hardline second-in-com-
mand.

That announcement and
Fidel Castro’s speech
together delivered a
resounding message that
the island’s revolutionary
generation will remain in
control even as its mem-
bers age and die, rela-
tions with the United
States are normalised,
and popular dissatisfac-
tion grows over the coun-
try’s economic perfor-
mance.

Government news sites
said Raul Castro, 84,
would remain the party’s

first secretary and Jose
Ramon Machado Ventura
would hold the post of
second secretary for at
least part of a second
five-year term. Castro
currently is both presi-
dent and first secretary.
The decision means he
could hold a Communist
Party position at least as
powerful as the presiden-
cy even after stepping
down from the govern-
ment post in 2018.

- See more at:
http://www.stlucianew-
sonline.com/caribbean-
fidel-castro-tells-his-
c o u n t r y -
goodbye/#sthash.0JTk0L
te.dpuf
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CARIBBEAN: Fidel Castro
tells his country goodbye
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By Viona Alexander-Smith

ROAD TOWN, BVI —
Predictions for the 2016 Atlantic
Hurricane Season have been
released by several weather and
hurricane forecasting institu-
tions, with varying reports on
the activity level for the season.

Hurricane researchers at the
Colorado State University
(CSU), one of the main sources
of hurricane predictions, have
forecasted a near average 2016
Atlantic Hurricane Season.

The CSU forecast anticipates
the development of 12 named
storms for the Atlantic
Hurricane Season which begins
on June 1 and ends November 30.
Five of the 12 are expected to
become hurricanes and two predict-
ed to reach major hurricane strength
(category 3-4-5) with sustained
winds of 111 miles per hour or
greater.

In their report, the researchers men-
tioned two competing factors name-
ly, a weakening El Niño and the far
North Atlantic is quite cold, in
explaining the near average predic-
tion.

Research scientist in the CSU
Department of Atmospheric Science
and lead author of the report, Phil
Klotzbach, stated, “While shear
enhancing El Niño conditions are
likely to dissipate in the next sever-
al months, the far North Atlantic is
quite cold. These cold anomalies
tend to force atmospheric conditions
that are less conducive for Atlantic
hurricane formation and intensifica-
tion.”

While Colorado State University is
one of the main sources of hurricane
predictions, other weather and hurri-
cane research networks have
released varying predictions.

Global Weather Oscillations (GWO)
says the 2016 to 2017 Atlantic hurri-
cane season will be the strongest in
over four years and have predicted
the formation of 17 named storms,
nine hurricanes and four major hur-
ricanes.

Chief executive officer of GWO,
David Dilley, explained, “Unlike the
past three weak hurricane seasons
that were suppressed by hostile
atmospheric conditions and the 2015
El Niño — the next few years will
be in a ‘Climate Pulse Hurricane
Enhancement Cycle’ that will pro-
vide very favourable conditions for
development of Atlantic Basin tropi-
cal storms and hurricanes.”

An earlier prediction this month by
hurricane experts at the
Pennsylvania-based AccuWeather
called for the development of 14
named storms this season, with eight
predicted to be hurricanes and four
major hurricanes.

Although they have predicted 14
named storms, their hurricane fore-

casters have indicated that there is a
‘cold blob’, which is a large, anom-
alous area of colder-than-normal
sea-surface temperatures, located

east of Newfoundland and south of
Greenland, which may reduce the
development of storms this year.

AccuWeather’s lead hurri-
cane forecaster, Dan
Kottlowski, stated, “This area
of colder water started to
show up a few years ago and
has become larger and more
persistent during the past
couple of years. The big
question is whether we will
go into a La Niña, which is
what we’re anticipating right
now.”

Despite the varying predic-
tions, director of the
Department of Disaster
Management (DDM) in the
British Virgin Islands,
Sharleen DaBreo, has rein-
forced the message of pre-
paredness no matter how

many storms are predicted.

She said, “The number of storms

Conflicting 2016 hurricane season predictions by forecasters

Continued on page 21



The Rio Games will be
safe for athletes despite
concerns over polluted
water, the head of the
International Olympic
Committee said yester-
day.

Biologists said in 2014
that rivers leading into
Rio’s Guanabara bay
contained superbacteria
that are resistant to
antibiotics and can
cause urinary, gastroin-
testinal and pulmonary
infections. 

The cleaning of its pol-
luted waters was a key
part of Rio’s bid pledge
to host the Summer
Games and has long
been a goal of succes-
sive local governments.
“We are very confident
that the competition
area for the athletes will
offer safe and fair con-
ditions,” IOC president

Thomas Bach told
r e p o r t e r s .
“The city, the state and
the organising commit-
tee are undertaking
many efforts and what
we see now is that 60
per cent of the surface
is clean. Without the
Games it would be
zero.”

When Rio bid to host
the 2016 Olympics, the
city said it would cut
the amount of raw
sewage flowing into the
bay by 80 per cent but
has since confirmed it
will not meet that tar-
g e t .
“The last stretch is
always the most diffi-
cult one and also there
are challenges, but ...
we’re very confident
(they) will be excellent
Games,” Bach said.

MUMBAI

West Indies big-hitter
Kieron Pollard fired for
the first time in the new
Indian Premier League
season, blasting a cameo
to propel Mumbai
Indians to a comfortable
six-wicket victory over
Royal Challengers
Bangalore yesterday.
The right-hander, enter-
ing the game on the back
of scores of 1, 1 and 1 in
his last three IPL
innings, hit a typically
robust, unbeaten 40 off
19 deliveries as the hosts
chased down RCB’s 170
for seven with two overs
remaining in the contest
at the Wankhede
S t a d i u m .

Captain Rohit
Sharma top-scored
with 62 at the top
of the order while
Ambati Rayudu
chipped in with 31
and Englishman
Jos Buttler, a
quick-fire 28.
The victory was
the second for
Mumbai in five
outings and it left
them fourth on
four points while
RCB have now
lost two of three
games and lie
three from bottom.
Sent in, RCB suf-
fered from bats-
men getting starts
but failing to carry
on. Without star

West Indies opener
Chris Gayle who
returned to Jamaica for
the birth of his first
child, the visitors were
guided by Travis Head
who top-scored with 37
from 24 balls, captain
Virat Kohli who gath-
ered 33 from 30 deliver-
ies and South African
AB de Villiers, whose 29
came from 21 balls.
Kohli and de Villiers put
on 59 for the second
wicket but both fell in
the tenth over to left-arm
spinner Krunal Pandya.
Tottering on 99 for four
in the 14th over, the
innings was rescued by

Head and Sarfaraz Khan
(28) who put on a crucial
63 for the fifth wicket.
In reply, opener Parthiv
Patel fell cheaply for
five with the score on six
in the second over
before Rohit and
Rayudu stitched up the
innings in a 76-run sec-
ond-wicket stand to put
Mumbai on course for
v i c t o r y .
Both fell in the space of
16 balls to pave the way
for Pollard’s arrival at
109 for three in the 13th
o v e r .
The Trinidadian then
took control of the
innings, striking four
fours and three sixes and
anchoring successive
31-run stands for the
fourth wicket with
Buttler and for the fifth
wicket with Hardik
Pandya (two not out).
Pollard took two bound-
aries off Australian
seamer Shane Watson’s
third over — the 15th of
the innings — that cost
13 runs, and then clob-
bered two consecutive
sixes off the 17th over
bowled by medium
pacer Kane Richardson
that went for 14 runs.
With 14 runs required
for victory from three
overs, Pollard smashed a
six and two fours off the
18th over bowled by
Watson, to seal victory
for Mumbai.
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Kieron Pollard
Blasts Cameo

NEVIS ELECTRICTIY COMPANY LTD
(NEVLEC)

VACANCY
The Nevis Electricity Co. Ltd (Nevlec) invites applications from suit-
ably qualified candidates to fill the position of IT OFFICER.
Principal Duties and Responsibilities
Maintain the network, servers, switches, fibre optic cable, workstations, printers, fax
machines and internet connection.
Ensure the proper functioning of the IT infrastructure.
Installs and maintains hardware and software
Administer the integrity of the network
Perform helpdesk assistance 
Manage the authorization profiles 

Qualification
Bachelor degree in Computer Science/Information Technology  
Completed exams in Computers, Operating Systems, Network Protection and Safety
(Microsoft, CISCO etc.)

Additional Knowledge, Skills and Competencies
Strong computer skills
Good verbal and written communication skills
Good interpersonal skills.
Basic knowledge of management principles
Excellent organizational and supervisory skills
Motivated and analytical
Ability to work in a team

Remuneration
An attractive salary and benefits package is being offered.

Deadline
Application with Résumé, certified copies of certificates and two letters of reference
should be sent, on or before April 30, 2016, to:

The General Manager
Nevis Electricity Company Limited (Nevlec)
Charlestown
Nevis

Pollard blasts RCB bowlers in Mumbai win

IOC: Rio waters
will be safe



predicted is not signifi-
cant — preparedness
is, because all it takes
is for one storm to
make landfall and
wreak havoc in the BVI
and other Caribbean
islands. We are there-
fore encouraging per-
sons to be prepared by
familiarizing your-
selves with your busi-
ness continuity and
family emergency
plans, know where
your emergency shel-
ters are located and if
you do not have a plan,
now is the time to
develop one.”

The director of the
DDM added, “These
mixed predictions are a
clear indication of the
uncertainty that exists
when dealing with
‘Mother Nature’ and
these predictions
should only be viewed
as a guide for us to
understand what is
likely to happen and
prepare for the possi-
bilities.”

During last week’s
inaugural Hurricane
Hunter visit to the BVI,
director of the National
Hurricane Centre
(NHC) of the National

Oceanic and
A t m o s p h e r i c
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n
(NOAA), Dr Rick
Knabb stated that the
NHC 2016 predictions
are scheduled to be
issued in May but the
number of storms pre-
dicted does not matter.

Knabb said, “We have
to prepare the same
way every hurricane
season because no mat-
ter what the number of
storms and hurricanes
are throughout the sea-
son, all it takes is one
storm or hurricane to
come to your location
to make it a bad year
for you.”

The average number of
storms for the Atlantic
Hurricane season is 12.
The El Niño phenome-
non results in warmer
than normal ocean sur-
face temperatures in
the Equatorial Pacific
while La Niña is char-
acterised by cold ocean
temperatures in the
Equatorial Pacific. The
term, ‘Climate Pulse
H u r r i c a n e
Enhancement Cycle’
refers to a period of
very favourable condi-
tions for tropical
storms and hurricanes
to develop.

By Theresa Blackman

B R I D G E T O W N ,
Barbados (BGIS) —
Concern has been raised
over challenges faced by
Barbadian cricketers
who have applied to
financial institutions for
loans.

In a recent meeting with
minister of sports,
Stephen Lashley, the
Barbadian members of
the Under-19, Men’s and
Women’s West Indies
teams who recently won
the International Cricket
Council (ICC) World
T20 Championship tour-
nament, said they were
told by some banks “that
they do not consider a
professional cricketer as
someone who has a job”.

Lashley expressed con-
cern over the matter, and
stated that if we as a peo-

ple are serious about
cricket, then “now is the
time to concretise that in
a way that makes sense”,
and we must use “all of
the avenues available” to
bring some tangible ben-
efit to our cricketers.

He continued: “I really
believe that if we are
serious about cricket, and
we have spent quite a bit
of time over the last cou-
ple of weeks celebrating
our cricketers… then our
banks need to relook that
approach and not only in
relation to cricketers but
to our athletes who are
earning and who go out
there and represent their
countries.”

Emphasising that he was
not encouraging banks to
enter into loan arrange-
ments knowing that
applicants were unable to
pay, the sports minister

however stated that some
type of “dispensation”
must be carved out for
the cricketers.

He noted that our crick-
eters of international
repute are earning, and
should not be discrimi-
nated against in our
financial system purely
because they happened to
be cricketers or athletes.

“I would hope that our
banks are sufficiently
sophisticated enough to
be able to devise ways
and means to finding a
suitable solution to that
particular challenge,” he
underscored.

Lashley further stated
that he would be making
representation to govern-
ment, as well as eliciting
the support of the private
sector, in identifying “in
a tangible way” how the
country felt about the

outstanding achieve-
ments of the ICC
Champions.

Acknowledging that the
teams had worked
exceedingly hard, the
minister assured them

that they had his support,
and that he would
advance some of their
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s
through the efforts of
government and the pri-
vate sector.
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Conflicting 2016 hurricane
season predictions 
by forecasters

Minister of Culture, Sports and Youth, Stephen Lashley

From page 19
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Professional cricketers regarded as
not having a job by Barbados banks
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“We are very proud of
our legacy,” the release
said. “We cannot now in
good conscience stand
idly by and watch every-
thing that we fought so
hard to build and achieve
disappear right before
our eyes because of the
actions of inept Board
members and an incom-
petent Board.”

The Legends have pro-
posed the following:

Immediate resignation of
all current WICB direc-
tors. Establishment of an
interim board.

Formation of a new
board structure;

All sponsors of West
Indies cricket to make
good governance a con-
dition for financial sup-
port;

The ICC to understand
that the dysfunctional
management and poor
leadership of the WICB
are harming the game;
and

CARICOM to appoint
an independent auditor
to carry out a detailed
forensic audit of the
Board.

Meanwhile, according to
West Indies broadcaster
Samuel Crosskill, after
so many years of drama
between the current
players and the WICB,
one could understand
why the idea of dissolu-
tion was forwarded.

“Not I fully understand
the frustration being felt
by the players and the
Prime Minister of
Grenada, Dr. Keith
Mitchell, who is Head of
the CARICOM Sub-
committee on Cricket
and who is leading the
call for the dissolution of
the Board, even though
one of those members of

the Sub-committee on
Cricket, Gaston Browne
of Antigua/Barbuda, the
Prime Minister there,
does not agree with the
Committee’s call for the
dissolution of the Board,
neither do I,” Gaskill
said.

He explained that the
WICB is an incorporated
company; a private enti-
ty that is made up of
directors from the six
Territorial Boards –
Barbados, Guyana,
Jamaica, Trinidad and
Tobago, Leeward Islands
and Windward
Islands. “So I don’t think
they plan to dissolve

those as well.”

The broadcaster
explained that the panel
that recommended the
dissolution of the Board,
which was appointed by
the Sub-committee, had
used Sri Lanka Cricket
Board as an example. He
pointed out that with the
dissolution of that
Board, an interim com-
mittee was established in
its place but about a year
later that too was dis-
solved.

“But not only that!” he
exclaimed. “In Sri Lanka
the interim committee is
appointed by the govern-

ment through the Sports
Ministry. Now we don’t
want that in the
Caribbean. What we
want is better gover-
nance from the West
Indies Cricket Board as
has been recommended
by three different reports
into the running of West
Indies cricket.

“Now, if the committee
focuses on that, I think
they will have more suc-
cess than this call for
dissolving the Board. I
don’t see how it is going
to happen. It doesn’t
make any sense to me!”

CONTINUED  NEWS
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Parents who have children in gangs
were encouraged by Hon. Amory to
have them move away from a life of

crime and destruction.

“If parents or any persons in the com-
munity have information that their chil-
dren or any other persons in the com-

munity may be involved in committing
a crime or may have weapons, I can
only ask you to do the right thing and
report them to the police or get a
responsible trusted person to assist to

get this dealt with as quietly and effec-
tively possible,” Premier Armory con-
tinued. “Our country cannot take any
more of this crime and violence. Let us
stop it now.”

“The comments made by
Dwyer were that he
wanted certain things
done in short order, I
would second that
motion. I think that Team
Unity is spending its
goodwill almost inertia!
It needs to accelerate its
agenda, and I mean that.
The agenda for unity, the
agenda for change is not
just about change of per-
sonnel. It is not changing
the political directorate
in terms of the people
who make the decisions
down at Church Street. It
is changing a culture and
a dynamic which you say
it is the new wave. You
said, listen, we are going
to bring in an integrity
agenda, you are going to
bring (my phrase) a com-
mon sense revolution to
governance, and this
common sense revolu-
tion has to be a bottom-
house solution where
you have participatory
democracy. Well, I am
not seeing that! With the
greatest of respect, I am
not seeing it.”

Though the Attorney-at-
Law was high in praise
of the Government of
National Unity, he point-
ed to a number of flaws
in its form of gover-
nance.

“These guys are good,
they are good managers,
they are bright and they
are doing their best. And
they are managing the
economy...the macro
stuff, probably well.
They are paying their
bills, the economy is
doing well, the
growth...those sort of
macro stuff, yes is great,
but it is the micro stuff.
Apart from in power for
more than a year, still to
have a public meeting is
an indictment in my
book, in the common
sense revolution to me. 

“You had something like
a church service upon
Greenlands Park. I’m not
talking about that. The
Jamdown Manners, the
Cutie and the Dumpling
and them want to hear
you in a public meeting.
They are not on the
Internet and Facebook
and so on to hear that.
Your press conferences
are things where you
give the media press
releases. It’s a difference
between when you are
campaigning where you
are walking and you are
touching flesh and your
car window down, (but)
when you are in office
your window up and
your air condition on.
You don’t want that! I
should not have to turn

on my TV to see my
Representative, because I
know he has his con-
stituency meeting. But I
must be able to go out
there and hear him on a
platform speaking to me
and saying the things I
want to be able to hear.”

Hamilton also comment-
ed on statements made
by Prime Minister Dr. the
Hon. Timothy Harris at a
past press conference
when told that an indi-
vidual had requested
audience with him since
December last but was
denied.

At that press conference,
PM Harris berated the
individual, pointing out
that a bureaucratic sys-
tem is in place for per-
sons who want to see
him, but at the end of his
statements he requested a
contact number for the
person.

“I would put it this way.
What the Prime Minister
said last in that whole
episode of explanation,
what he said last he
should have said first,”
Hamilton said, adding
that media houses aired
and published what he
had first said, to which
they gave precedence,
and “when you do it that
way you sometimes mis-

communicate...and this is
what I think is happening
right now”.

In furtherance to his
accusation of “miscom-
munication”, Hamilton
casted blame on the
Government’s Com-
munication Unit and
questioned what the pre-
vious Press Secretary
was doing..

“My Government is mis-
communicating, it is mis-
communicating! Not that
this Government is not
performing, is not that it
is not doing well, but its
communication unit.
Where it was when
Clecton was there?”

He opined that although
the communication
process has somewhat
improved since his sister,
Valencia Grant, had
replaced Phillip as the
PM’s Press Secretary, the
problem still exists from
a layman’s perspective.

“I still believe that the
issue of communication
is not about press releas-
es, it is not about Internet
and Facebook and that
sort of thing alone, you
have to give the people,
the man on the street a
piece to walk with and
that he will take the mes-
sage into the shops so
that there would be a

one-on-one touch. You
got to be doing that. You
can’t tell me that you
could not have at least
three, four public meet-
ings and one before the
Budget, one at certain
anniversaries and things
like that throughout this
time where the people
come and see you and
hear you and feel you.

“Come from the people’s
business up there and
come down and touch
base with the people in a
one-and-one situation.
Don’t tell me about
Facebook and Internet
and Twitter and
Instagram, the people
who rabid behind you,
come day come night,
sun and rain, they were
there fighting on the air-
waves and public radio.
They don’t want no
appointment to see you,
they want to touch and
feel you, they want to
hear you...”

Hamilton is of the con-
viction that the elected
members of Team Unity
might live to regret their
actions at the next
General Elections if they
do not take the necessary
steps to correct them
sooner rather than later.

“That professional dis-
tance that they are

putting between them
and the people is going to
cost them at the end of
the day, because they are
the ones you are going to
come back to when time
to campaign again. It’s
not going to look gen-
uine; it’s going to look
wrong, it’s going to look
bad. I am simply saying
that is the level of mis-
communication and dis-
connect that is going on
right now and they have
to come back and feed
into that. Because, how
they got there was a
movement, arousal
called Team Unity,
demonstration, marches,
town halls, touching the
flesh of the people, and
you can’t go down
Church Street and then
just forget and dismantle
that whole organisation
and movement. The peo-
ple want to be part of the
thrust, part of the change,
part of the new agenda,
not by you giving them
something, they want to
be part of the empower-
ment for change.”

In addition to being a
past Chairman of the
People’s Action
Movement, Hamilton
had contested against Dr.
Harris in the 2000 and
2004 Elections for the
seat in St. Christopher
Seven.

Sir Garfield Sobers and other WI Cricket Legends call for dissolution of the WICB
From page 24

Three suspects apprehended for recent shootings
From page 4

Is there a kink in Team Unity’s Armour?
From page 3
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NEVIS - Land for Sale
Clifton Estate

760-0482/663-6296

Simmon’s Construction
Wanted two (2) finishing carpenters

with five (5) years or more experience. 
Call: (869) 766-1894 for more info

Busy Beachside Nevis
Restaurant, Help Wanted

Experience Bartenders, day shift
Call 662-8799 Gina

SALES CLERK WANTED
Please call: 664-6058 

A.P woodworking is looking
for 2 experienced wood
workers. call: 668 3611

EMPLOYMENT  EMPLOYMENT  EMPLOYMENT  EMPLOYMENT  EMPLOYMENT  EMPLOYMENTREAL ESTATE  GENERAL  REAL

Enrique Bar is seeking a
Bartender with 4 years experience.

Please call: 664-0256

VACANCY
1 jeweler, must have minimum of 10
years experience. Must know how
to do filigree. Contact 469-5704

NEVIS - fully furnished 2 bed,
1 bath apt. in Jessup.
760-0482/663-6296.

2 Lots of  land for immediate
sale located at Cades Bay 

Call Hastings Daniel
at 869-662-8146

Three bedroom two
bathroom house for
rent in Hamilton.

Call 765-0807 or 664-3077

Wanted 1 hair stylist
Call: 663-2486

“In Santa Domingo we
play baseball all the time,
it is very important to
us,” Calderon said.
“Every year many Santa
Domingo players, some
as young as 16, are
recruited to join major
baseball teams in the
states (United States). So
baseball gives us many
opportunities to make a
great life for ourselves

and our families.”

According to Calderon
the softball league began
in the Federation because
there wasn’t much to do
on Sunday.

“It was very boring, so
Spanish nationals decid-
ed to play softball on all
the holidays on which the
sport is played in Santo

Domingo,” Calderon
explained. “That was
five years ago and now
the tournaments are a big
event Spanish look for-
ward to on the island.”

Calderon said the lack of
equipment and a playing
field make it difficult to
play baseball.

“Our main goal is to

begin baseball but we do
not have the right equip-
ment,” Calderon said.
“Baseball requires a lot
of protective gear and a
much bigger field com-
pared to softball.”

Before a baseball league
can be started, Calderon
needs to get supporters
and approach sponsors to
get the league off the

ground. The league has
received help in Nevis
from Mrs. Hazel Brady-
Williams, the Junior
Minister responsible for
Sports.

“Mrs. Brandy-Williams
has been very kind,”
Calderon said. “She has
supported softball in
Nevis. When a softball
team traveled to Antigua

a couple of months ago
Mrs. Brandy-Williams
helped with that trip. She
has been very nice.”

Calderon pointed out that
Federation softball teams
have travelled to differ-
ent islands to compete in
regional events. His team
will travel to Monserrat
in a couple of months for
a softball competition.

Dominican softball season games kick off annual competitionFrom page 12

BOOK YOUR SPACE NOW AND GET
IN ON THE BEST ADVERTISING
EVER OBSERVER CLASSIFIEDS

CALL 469-5907



By LR Liburd
St. Kitts-Nevis Observer

Following numerous issues between
players and the Wycliffe ‘Dave’
Cameron-led West Indies Cricket
Board (WICB), which include finan-
cial woes and alleged mismanagement,
and in keeping with the recommenda-
tion of the CARICOM cricket review
panel, a number of legendary crick-
eters are calling for the dissolution of
the region’s governing body of the
sports discipline.

The panel was appointed in the wake
of the crisis that emerged following the
West Indies’ withdrawal from India’s
tour in October 2014 and its members
had also recommended the appointing
of an interim committee as part of the
structural reforms that would enable
the region’s cricket to “develop and
flourish”. 

According to an ESPN Sports Media
Ltd. report, converging under the
umbrella banner of Cricket Legends, a
number of cricketers met with
Grenada’s Prime Minister the Hon.
Keith Mitchell on Thursday (Apr. 14)
on that island where they decried the
Board’s “oligarchic structure” which
has remained “unchanged in attitude
and structure” for seven decades.

The Legends who met and held discus-
sions with PM Mitchell are Sir
Garfield Sobers, Vivian Richards and
Andy Roberts, while Charlie Griffith,
Desmond Haynes, Deryck Murray,
Roger Harper, former President of the
West Indies Players Association
Dinanath Ramnarine and Rudi
Webster, who wa the team manager
during the Clive Lloyd’s era, were all
guests at the meetingn.

A press release from the Legends said:
““During the last two decades, many
different presidents and CEOs have led
the West Indies Cricket Board (WICB)
and yet, its performance has declined
steadily with each passing year. 

“The Board is an oligarchic structure
that considers itself answerable to no
one but itself. It is one of the few sport-
ing institutions that have remained vir-
tually unchanged in attitude and struc-
ture in the last 70 years or more.”

The Legends agreed with the CARI-
COM panel’s view that the WICB was
accountable to various governments in
the Caribbean and that it could not
shield itself from such vehement oppo-
sition by calling itself a private body.
The y.

The release made reference to the
Australia and New Zealand Cricket
Boards, noting that they had over-
hauled their governance structure for
the better and that had been reflected
in their various teams prospering in all
forms of the game.

They also pointed out that the BCCI,
the most powerful cricketing board,
was under pressure from India’s
Supreme Court to open up to radical

reforms to its governance structure.

“Inexplicably, the WICB prefers to
maintain the status quo and yet, it
expects to get different results while it

continues to do the same things. We
believe that revival of West Indies
cricket will only happen when the
Board undergoes structural adjust-
ment, and when it improves the quali-

ty of its communication and leader-
ship, and upgrades the management of
key relationships,” the release said.

Following the CARICOM-appointed
review panel’s report in which it stated
that the Board was “obsolete”, the
WICB rejected the report saying that
none of the territory’s Cricket Boards,
their directors, clubs or representatives
was present at the reviewing process.
Therefore, the panel’s findings were
not supported by facts.

ESPN Sports Media Ltd. pointed out
that although some of these former
players have voiced opposition against
the WICB in the past two decades, this
is the first time they have formed a
united front of opposition.
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Sir Garfield Sobers and other WI Cricket Legends
call for dissolution of the WICB

Members of the West Indies Legends panel including Andy Roberts
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