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STOLEN ITEMSRECOVERED
Nevis police carried out a
raid this afternoon (Thursday
28) and discovered a number
of possibly stolen items in

and at the home of a Bath
Village Man. The Observer
was present at the
Charlestown Police Station

and saw police officers
offloading glass tables, air-
conditioning units, lamps,
alcohol and a sofa. At pre-

sent the police have not
revealed if anyone will be
charged with a crime.
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By LR Liburd
St. Kitts-Nevis Observer

Opposition Leader and
Leader of the St. Kitts-
Nevis Labour Party the
Rt. Hon. Dr. Denzil
Douglas has thrown out
a challenge to Prime
Minister Dr. the Hon.
Timothy Harris to pro-
duce evidence that he is
guilty of irregularities
while his party was in
government.

This challenge comes in
the face of accusations
made by PM Harris
while responding to
questions from the
media at his last monthly
press conference held
last Thursday (Apr. 21)
in the Parliamentary
Lounge at Government
Headquarters.

Dr. Harris had accused
the former Douglas-led
administration of indulg-

ing in a number of
improprieties including
sidebar deals.

“We have to be responsi-
ble, we have to find solu-
tions to crisis rather than
to bring the citizens, as it
were, headlong into cri-
sis. That is how this gov-
ernment has been acting.
And in the fullness of
time when we come to
you with situations after
situations, you will be
amazed at how much this
government has vested
to stabilise this country.

“Almost every major
project in which Douglas
administration was
involved has been a
problem child and we
have been attempting to
correct it. The last
administration made
sidebar deals, not just in
relation to the Conaree
playfield. The last
administration got with

investors and promised
private investors that
they were going to
nationalise private prop-
erty in St. Kitts and
Nevis for the benefit of a
private investor.”

The Prime Minister
stressed that those are
the kinds of arrange-
ments with which the
three-party coalition is
battling.

Dr. Douglas however
rubbished the allega-
tions, called for evidence
and also pointed accus-
ing fingers in Dr. Harris’
direction.

Speaking with a local
media house, the former
Prime Minister said,
“This is really ridicu-
lous! The Prime Minister
has been in office with a
unity concoction for the
last 14 months. After all
of his talk, why doesn’t

he produce evidence?
We are produced cred-
ible evidence in chal-
lenging him. We said
to him, and he cannot
deny it, that he used
one million dollars of
taxpayers’ money, a
highly irregular activi-
ty, and put that onto

his own house in
Tabernacle. Let him
point out any irregularity
that has been seen in the
administration that I left.

“There was a Public
Accounts Committee.
He was a member of the
Public Accounts
Committee until it was
dissolved when the elec-
tions took place in
February of 2015. I chal-
lenge him to bring any
matter that was subject
of any irregularity by my
government to the pub-
lic, to any Public
Account Committee or
any inquiry that he may
wish to have.”

Douglas reminded that
shortly after winning the

2010 General Elections
his government had
instituted a Public
Accounts Committee
which was headed by the
Hon. Mark Brantley.

He claimed that while in
opposition the Team
Unity Government had
promised to have him
jailed, but that could not
be done because there is
nothing to implicate him
in any illegal activity.

“They have said, one, the
government has changed
and Douglas would have
to run away, Douglas
would have to be in jail,
et cetera...I am here
walking freely.”

The Opposition Leader
also claimed after the
February 2015 Elections
he had left a number of
personal documents in
the Prime Minister’s
office and only recently
was in receipt of them,
adding that they were
scrutinised but nothing
was within to implicate

him in misgivings.

“ I want to emphasise it
was just two weeks ago,
or maybe three weeks
ago, when I was away
that my former secretary
was called to collect all
of the items I left in the
office of the Prime
Minister, which included
all of my private docu-
ments and papers which
I did not remove.

“He had gone through
them for 14 months,
brought in forensic peo-
ple to look at every piece
of document that was left
there. And three weeks
ago he returned them to
my home in Frigate
Bay.”

Dr. Douglas reiterated
his challenge to PM
Harris, stating: “I chal-
lenge you, bring evi-
dence of any irregularity
that was performed
under my administration.
The time for talking has
ended.”
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Advisory from
The St. Kitts- Nevis Observer...
BEWARE THE SCAMMERS!
Beware of corr espond ence which
purpo rts to make you rich overnigh t.

DO NOT give out ANY
infor matio n concer ning your

credit card , bank acco unt, phone
number or even your address.

The Rt. Hon. Dr. Denzil Douglas
Opposition Leader

NOTICE
Any next of kin of the late MRS. HOSSELLA
BROWNE, of Boyds, St. Kitts who died on the
27th February, 2012, are requested to contact the
Attorney General’s Chambers, Government
Headquarters, Church Street, Basseterre, St.
Kitts on or before June 14th, 2016.

Dr. Douglas challenges
PM Harris to produce
evidence of irregularities

Dr. The Hon. Timothy Harris
Prime Minister



The story is told of a child who was accustomed to seeing vil-
lagers withan amputated lower limb. He heard his parents refer
to these amputees as having “one foot”. One day, a double
amputee was passing, and the child shouted to his mother to
come see a man with “two one-foot”.

Operation Rescue is akin to that mother. They have agitated
the Douglas regime out of office and are now teaching Team
Unity and us about good governance. Sometimes parents get
a bit pushy, especially when they see and understand the unre-
alised but potential capability of the child. Astaphan, in particu-
lar, has been very vocal about his expectations and his timeline
for his expectations, based on pronouncements by a pre-gov-
ernment Team Unity. He has that right.

The cooler heads within Team Unity kept their cool, but the
newcomer has responseded to Astaphan. That response was
immature at worst and unfortunate at best. Rightly, it is a situa-
tion of a two one-foot man, but he is wrong in his approach.
Team Unity does not need rescue…yet, but it doesn’t help to
alienate and infuriate those who can offer a rescue. Operation
Rescue, with a combined six or so terms in government, has
the history and the experience to draw on in order to guide any
sitting government. This newcomer, with his razor thin margin
of victory may need “rescue” more so than any other in the
future.

The issue for us is whether we truly expect this band of men
and woman to enact some of the promised legislation.
Knowing what we know about the treatment of former politi-
cians/prime ministers, do we really expect today’s politician to
self-regulate through the integrity in office bill? It isn’t that we
disagree on the need for legislation such as this to be passed,
but they must be passed in the context of proper treatment for
former parliamentarians.

Operation Rescue must not be daunted by this hiccup. Indeed
they should learn from it. Use their experience to explain how
government should work and let us, the electorate advocate for
the elements of good governance that the country deserves. If
they do that, when they do that, then we would be truly rescued.

Meanwhile Team Unity needs to adjust their manifesto promis-
es based on the nation’s reality and keep us all informed. They
have been failing in this regard.
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Editorial
Showing Inexperience

By LR Liburd
St. Kitts-Nevis Observer

Opposition Leader the
Rt. Hon. Dr. Denzil
Douglas is no longer the
holder of a diplomatic
passport and this was
confirmed when he made
a personal statement
during Wednesday’s
(Apr. 27) sitting of the
National House of
Assembly.

Dr. Douglas indicated to
Members of the House
that he intended to clear
the air on a statement
that was made on air by
Foreign Affairs Minister
the Hon. Mark Brantley.

“As I have said privately
and publicly that there
was no truth to that par-
ticular matter and so I
want to give an explana-
tion. Because in April of
last year I submitted my
previous diplomatic
passport which I held
and asked for a new
diplomatic passport
according to the policy
which was being pursued
by my government in the
sense that former Heads
of State and Heads of
Government have
always had diplomatic
passports.

“I am told, Mr. Speaker,
that the application was
received by the Office of
the Prime Minister, that
the Prime Minister
requested to have and
sent to him from Foreign
Affairs the diplomatic
passport which was not
expired but which, of
course, indicated that I
was Prime Minister and
naturally had to be sub-
mitted for a new one to
be reissued.”

His explanation did not
sit well with Prime
Minister Dr. the Hon.
Timothy Harris, who

immediately objected to
the accusation, and that
had led to a heated
exchange of words on
the issue.

“Mr. Speaker, on a point
of order, in fairness let
me as he has done make

it clear that I requested
no such passport and no
such passport is docu-
mented as he to me,”
adding that “we cannot
take heresay in the
Parliament”.

Dr. Douglas responded
and the exchange contin-
ued which prompted the
Speaker of the House to
intervene.

Following his interven-
tion and based on the
Prime Minister’s denial
of having sent for the
application for reis-
suance of the diplomatic
passport, Dr. Douglas
said, “Mr. Speaker, again
as I said, I was told that
by the Permanent
Secretary of the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, who
received from me that
diplomatic passport. In
furtherance, he said to
me...” But this statement
was left hanging as the
cross talk continued.

And in response to Dr.

Harris’ comment, Dr.
Douglas said, “...Now if
the Prime Minister is
saying that the
Permanent Secretary is
lying, then I’ll under-
stand that. He is saying
that the Permanent
Secretary was lying to
me, Mr. Elvis Newton
who has deceased us.”

The Opposition
Leader reiterated that
he no longer holds a
diplomatic passport
and laid the blame
squarely on the shoul-
ders of Prime Minister
Harris.

“I am stating categori-
cally that I do not
have a diplomatic
passport issued by this
government since I
applied for one in
April of 2015. I have

not received any and so I
would wish to state cate-
gorically for the benefit
of the Minister of
Foreign Affairs, who is
not here, because maybe
he really does not know.
Maybe he really thinks I
have been granted one,
but I was not granted
one. And so I want to
make it clear to him and
also to those who listen-
ing and heard him and
those who questioned me
about it, I want to say
categorically that I have
not been granted a diplo-
matic passport because
the Prime Minister did
not grant it.”

Having the last say on
the matter, Prime
Minister Harris again
objected to Dr. Douglas’
statement, insinuating
that he is a liar and that
his claim was “unsub-
stantiated as it is and
relying on the hearsay,
and the person on whom
he is lying is not even
alive”.
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Dr. Douglas no longer holds
a Diplomatic Passport

“I am stating
categorically
that I do not
have a diplo-
matic passport
issued by this
government...

The Rt. Hon. Dr. Denzil Douglas
Opposition Leader

The Hon Timothy Harris
Prime Minister

The Hon. Mark Brantley
Foreign Affairs Minister



The Eastern Caribbean
Asset Management
Corporation Bill, 2016,
comprehensive legisla-
tion to regulate banking,
asset management and
strengthen Caribbean
financial systems, was
approved April 27 by the
National Assembly in
Basseterre. The bill had
its first reading on March
23, 2016.

Prime Minister Dr. the
Honourable Timothy
Harris, in his capacity as
Minister of Finance,
moved its second reading
in Parliament on April
27.

At the 81 meeting of the
Monetary Council of the
Eastern Caribbean
Central Bank (ECCB) on
Feb. 24, 2015, the
Council agreed that leg-
islative and regulatory
reforms were needed to
protect the Eastern
Caribbean Currency
Union (ECCU) banking
sector.

The Banking Act, No. 1
of 2015, which was
passed in the Parliament
last July, is a corollary of
that ECCB Monetary
Council meeting. So, too,

is the Eastern Caribbean
Asset Management
Corporation Act, 2016.

TheAct gives legal effect
to the February 2015
agreement establishing
the Eastern Caribbean
Asset Management
Corporation.

The stated purpose of the
Eastern Caribbean Asset
M a n a g e m e n t
Corporation is to “(a)

carry on the business of
asset management
including acquiring the
whole or any part of,
dealing with, managing,
and disposing of assets or
liabilities of approved
financial institutions in
an expeditious manner
and (b) act as the receiv-
er of a financial institu-
tion whenever appointed
by the Central Bank
under the Eastern
Caribbean Central Bank

Agreement or the
Banking Act.”

The ECCB Monetary
Council on Feb. 24, 2015
agreed to introduce
amendments to the afore-
mentioned Eastern

Caribbean Central
Bank Agreement as
part of a comprehen-
sive and integrated
strategy, in addition
to proposing the
implementation of
the Banking Bill and
the Eastern
Caribbean Asset
M a n a g e m e n t
C o r p o r a t i o n
Agreement and Bill.

“The member states
of the ECCU agreed
to arrange for the
enactment of the rel-
evant legislation that
would support the
Bank Resolution
Strategy aimed at
strengthening the
resilience of the
financial system in
the Currency
Union,” the

Honourable Prime
Minister said. “Member
Governments, including
the Government of St.
Kitts and Nevis, are also
committed to ensuring
that the legal framework

for addressing chal-
lenged banks is imple-
mented in all member
states in a timely man-
ner. Mr. Speaker, it is for
this reason that my
Government is proposing
the enactment of the
Eastern Caribbean Asset
M a n a g e m e n t
Corporation Bill, which
is intended to ensure that
the ECCB is placed in a
position to be better able
to respond appropriately
when situations arise and
thereby improve the
integrity and stability of
our financial system.”

The Monetary Council,
acting on the recommen-
dation of the Central
Bank, will determine
approved financial insti-
tutions based on certain
criteria, including being
licensed under the
Banking Act. The list of
approved financial insti-
tutions shall be published
by notice in the official
Gazette in each member
territory.
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Assembly Passes Eastern Caribbean Asset
Management Corporation Bill

Financial reforms regulate banking, asset management

2 Lots of land for immediate sale
Located at Cades Bay
Call Hastings Daniel

at 869-662-8146

Dr. The Hon. Timothy Harris
Prime Minister and Minister of Finance



By Monique Washington

Jelani Howell and Khyle
Tweed of Bath Village,
hoped Magistrate
Yasmine Clarke would
set them free on bail until
their court date, but the
magistrate denied bail
and they will sit in Her
Majesty’s Prison in St
Kitts until they apply for
bail at High Court.

Howell and Tweed were
charged on April 20 for
discharging a firearm on
Stuart Williams Drive.
They shot at Dylon
White and wounded
Kishanda Clarke, in an
attempt to commit mur-
der. Clarke was driven to
the Alexandria Hospital
and treated for non-life
threatening wounds to
his shoulder and leg and
hospitalized. He has
since been discharged.

Howell’s attorney Mickia
Mills told the court her
client has no convictions
as an adult. She noted

Howell was arrested as a
minor and his last
offence was five years
ago. She added that none
of his offences has ever
caused him to be
remanded.

Mills explained, as an
adult her client has been
“a very careful and law-
abiding young man, what
he is being accused of is
uncharacteristic of him.”
She commented that
Howell is a family per-
son and had been gain-
fully employed full time.

“Howell is obedient and
helpful at work,” the
attorney said. “He is very
promising and commit-
ted.”

Attorney S.D. Melonie
Hector, who represented
Tweed, told the court her
client is only 22-years-
old and has never had
any run-in with the law.
She reminded the court
that the charges to her
client are “just allega-

tions. My client comes
before the court unblem-
ished.”

Both attorneys assured
the court their clients
would be willing to be
placed on curfew, have
their travel documents
surrendered and have
sureties for the bail.

Prosecutor Steven Hector
quickly slammed the
attorneys’ pleas by
describing the actions of
the two defendants as
“serious offenses.”

The prosecutor noted the
crimes the defendants are
accused of are not

By Monique Washington

A nine-year- old student
was apprehended
Tuesday on Nevis while
trying to sell a dime bag
of weed to his fellow stu-
dents for $2.

Information coming
from the Public
Relations Office to the
Observer indicated the
name of the school or
students will not be
released to the public at
this time.

“Police, school officials
and the Department of
Social Services are
investigating an incident
of drugs found at a pri-
mary school,” according
to the police press
release issued on April
27. “The investigation
has revealed, that four
(4) student’s ages rang-
ing from six (6) to (9)
years old were found
with marijuana on the
school premises. The
investigation has
revealed that the nine (9)
year old made offer to
sell a dime bag of mari-

juana for two Dollars
E.C ($2.00) to the stu-
dents.”

The release states that a
dime bag of marijuana
was retrieved from the
student and seized by the
police.The students, in
the presence of their par-
ents, were interviewed
by the school guidance
counselor and a social
worker. Further inqu-

iries are to be carried out
by the Department of
Social Services.

The Observer was
informed by the an offi-
cer at Police Public
Relations Office that
because the juveniles
were not found with the
drugs at their homes
charges at this time could
not be laid on the par-
ents. “They could have
gotten the drugs from
anywhere.” They noted
that after the investiga-
tion is completed by the
police and social services
they will know what
actions to take.

The Observer was fur-
ther informed that two
male student of the
Charlestown Secondary
School were arrested on
Wednesday for using
marijuana on the school
compound. According to
a student of the school
the Army Forces
removed the two stu-
dents from the com-
pound and escorted them
to the Charlestown
Police Station.
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INCREDIBLE REAL ESTATE DEALS
BELOW MARKET PRICE.

A LOCAL LICENSED REAL ESTATE COMPANY IN
ST. KITTS HAS SOME DISTRESSED PROPERTY DEALS
BEING OFFERED IN ST. KITTS THAT THE OWNERS ARE

WILLING TO SELL WAY UNDER MARKET PRICES.

IF YOU WANT A DEAL ON REAL ESTATE IN ST. KITTS THIS IS IT!!!!!

INTERESTED PERSONS WOULD NEED TO: CALL TOM
AT 1(869)-466-8972 OR 669-6923, AND SPECIFY THAT
YOU ARE INTERESTED IN THIS AD ON DISTRESSED
PROPERTY BUYS. BE SURE WHEN YOU REPLY TO
INCLUDE YOUR HOME LANDLINE, WORK NUMBER,
ALL CELL NUMBERS AND THE EMAIL ADDRESS TO

CONTACT YOU.

IF YOU LIVE OUTSIDE OF THE USA, CANADA, OR ST. KITTS
AND NEVIS, PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR SKYPE ADDRESS.

SOME OF THESE PROPERTIES ALSO INCLUDE PROPER-
TIES THAT QUALIFY FOR CITIZENSHIP IN ST. KITTS AND

NEVIS IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN THAT OPTION.

THIS REAL ESTATE COMPANY IS CURRENTLY RUNNING
A SPECIAL OFFER WHERE IF YOU PURCHASE A PROP-
ERTY BECAUSE YOU WANT TO GET CITIZENSHIP IN
ST. KITTS AND NEVIS, YOUR LEGAL CIU CITIZENSHIP
FEES WOULD BE PAID IF YOU BRING A COPY OF THIS

AD BEFORE YOU BUY.

THIS WILL SAVE YOU 1000’S OF DOLLARS IN LEGAL FEES.

Kishanda Clarke

Magistrate Denies Bail
Weekend shooters
remanded to HMP

9 year-old gets caught
selling weed in school

Continued on page 22



Staff Writer

Long-due payments for
service and severance
pay is an area the
Government of National
Unity must face, said
Minister of Labour the
Hon. Vance Amory.

He made his remarks
after it was disclosed that
the government has paid
out more funding for
workers than it has col-
lected. He also noted
there are applicants that
have been on the waiting
list for more than five
years.

Mr. Amory raised con-
cern that a number of
applicants have made
complaints through their
attorneys after being on
the waiting list for up t
nine years. Amory said
the government is trying
to find out why those
payments were not made
in an attempt to keep the
claimants from taking the
government to court.

While he is concerned
about the possible court
actions, the Minister
said, “I want to assure
this honorable House that
we have already instruct-
ed the acting Labour
Commissioner and the
staff to look at these
claims that have been
made so we can find a
way of satisfying them.
Hopefully, we will not
have to go through the
process of mitigation, but
we can have an under-
standing from those peo-
ple whose claims were
put aside.”

In his address to the
National Assembly
on Wednesday, April 27,
Amory provided statis-
tics for 2010 to 2014,
revealing that the sever-
ance fund was left in the
red by over $6 million.

“Between those years,
the contribution to the
fund totaled
$29,934,235.54 — con-
tributions made by

employers and employ-
ees to the fund to cover
any incident claims for
severance benefits,” he
declared. “In that period,
the payments paid out of
the fund or made in
response to claims
totaled $36,896,016.29,
giving a negative over-
draft of $6,561,780.75.”

Contributions for the
period clearly show that

payments made to the
fund have not covered all

the claimants that qualify
for severance, he said.
This imbalance has also
affected the years 2015
and 2016 since funds are
in a current $500,000
overdraft. (The govern-
ment has seen a contribu-
tion of $10,877,737.93
for 2015 and up to April
2016, while claims and
payments total
$11,516,893.12, making
the overdraft of
$539,155.19).

Long Service gratuity
payments statistics pro-
vided by the Minister
showed that in 2014
there were 29 claims
amounting to
$755117.93. Las year

saw an increase in the
number of claims with
152 individuals applying
for $3,440,271.30. This
year, 29 claims have
been made, totaling
$716,901.72.

With the funds currently
in overdraft, the govern-
ment has over 60 out-
standing claims to fulfill
— 50 in St. Kitts totaling
$909,794.13 and 14 in
Nevis totaling
$475,370.56.

Because of the time
length of the claims,
Amory said people are
becoming impatient and
wondering why they
have not been paid.
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Government looking into outstanding Long Service
Gratuity and Severance Payment
More payments are being made than what is received

Hon. Vance Amory
Minister of Labour



By Monique Washington

A witness in the armed
robbery trial of Lawton
Forbes has refused to
give evidence and stalled
the prosecution’s case.
During the initial stages
of the trial, held in
Justice Lorraine
Williams courtroom,
Kieona Daniel, the first
witness for the prosecu-
tion was sentenced to
eight days in Her
Majesty’s Prison in St.
Kitts for contempt of
court.

In 2014, Forbes, a
Hamilton resident, was
charged with armed rob-
bery. It is alleged that he
robbed the X-Petrol gas
station in Camps Village,
Nevis, at gun point. The
matter was traversed
from the November high
court assizes. Forbes was
granted bail, but subse-
quently arrested and
charged for attempted
murder, possession of an
illegal firearm, posses-

sion of ammunition and
smuggling of an illegal
firearm into the
Federation.

On March 4, a shooting
incident occurred near
the Octagon Bar in

Charlestown. Forbes was
seen throwing a weapon
into the bushes, he was
stopped by the police in
the Ramsbury area and
charged.

On Monday, Forbes sat

in the accused box pre-
pared for his trail in the
courtroom of Justice
Williams. Kieona Daniel,
a former X-Petrol
employee, was the first
witness called by the
prosecution. Daniel
refused to answer simple
questions like, “Is your
name Kieona Daniel?”
and “Where do you
live?”

Justice Williams asked
Daniel if she was scared
or had been threatened.
She answered, “No.”

In 2014, Daniel gave a
statement to the police
and later testified at
Forbes’ Preliminary
Inquiry.

Justice Williams called a
recess in the trial while
she spoke with the attor-
neys in her chambers.
The prosecution, led by
Dane Hamilton, asked
the court to treat Daniel
as a hostile witness.

The trial resumed a few
minutes later and Justice
Williams warned Daniel
what the consequences

would be if she was treat-
ed as a hostile witness.
Daniel replied to the jus-
tice in a hostile way.

In accordance with pro-
visions set forth in
Section 51 of the
Criminal Procedures Act
Chap. 4.06., Justice
Williams charged Daniel
with contempt of court.

The case will resume
May 3 in High Court in
Charlestown after
Daniels’ incarceration
ends.
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Kieona Daniel
Charged with Contempt of Court

Forbes murder trial postponed
Witness charged with contempt of
court, sentenced to eight days in jail



A high profile marketing and
public relations campaign to
enhance awareness of the Four
Seasons Resort Estates
(FSRE) has been launched
with the announcement of
Miami-based Oberhausen
Marketing & Public Relations
(OMPR). According to a joint
announcement by the two
companies Oberhausen will be
FSRE’s agency of record.

“We chose Oberhausen
Marketing & Public Relations
for their straight-forward
approach, ability to hit the
ground running and strong
media relations in the real
estate, architecture and travel
industries,” said Eric Johnson,
FSRE Nevis director of sales
& marketing.

The Miami-based agency will provide
FSRE Nevis with public relations and
marketing counsel to enhance aware-
ness of the real estate development’s
residences available for sale and in
development. This includes the new
Villas at Pinney’s Beach, featuring
first-class amenities and Four Seasons
personalized service.

“FSRE Nevis is producing a very
sophisticated product in a highly desir-
able island sanctuary,” said Josh

Oberhausen, OMPR presi-
dent. “This arrangement
will give our firm the
opportunity to tell mean-
ingful stories and leverage
our media relationships
that cover the architecture,
design, development and
brokerage industries.”

FSRE Nevis has a selec-
tion of 79 stylish homes
located on a 350-acre
enclave. Each home fea-
tures a variety of features
including private pools,
spacious terraces and land-
scaped gardens. Estates
and villas are in eight dif-
ferent communities.
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LIQUOR LICENCES
ORDINANCE, 1996
SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District
To the Superintendent of Police

I, POOJAALWANI
Now Residing in Leeward Cove D2,
Street in the town or village of
FRIGATE BAY do hereby give you
notice that it is my intention to apply
on 1STDay of JULY, 2016 next to the
District Magistrate
At BASSETERRE for a RETAIL
LIQUOR Licence in respect of my
Premises in PORT ZANTE B9 in
UNIT 101, BASSETERRE, St. Kitts.
Date 21st day of APRIL 2016

Signed: Maria Lobova

Four Seasons Resort Estates Nevis names
marketing, public relations agency



Penalties will be
imposed on taxpayers
who file their taxes
after the due date, but
there are no conse-
quences for the late
payment of taxes if the
Tax Administration
and Procedures
(Amendment) Bill
2016 passes the
N a t i o n a l
Assembly. The amend-
ment had its first read-
ing on March 23, 2016.

Prime Minister Dr. the
Honourable Timothy
Harris, in his capacity
as Minister of Finance,
moved its second reading
in Parliament April 28.

The Tax Administration
and Procedures
(Amendment) Act, 2016
further amends Section
37 of the Tax
Administration and
Procedures Act, bringing
it into closer alignment
with the Value Added
Tax Act of 2010.

“Presently, the Tax
Administration and
Procedures Act (TAPA)

provides for the imposi-
tion of a penalty on tax-
payers who file their
taxes after the due date,
but there are no conse-
quences for the late pay-
ment of taxes,” Prime
Minister Harris said dur-
ing the National
Assembly. “This, howev-
er, is not the case in the
VAT Act. Penalties are
imposed for both late fil-
ings and late
payments. The amend-
ment that is being put
forward today is intended

to rectify this discrepan-
cy between both pieces
of legislation. The pro-
posed amendment that is
before this Honourable
House therefore seeks to
bring some consistency
in our tax legislation with
respect to the application
of penalties for the late
filing of tax returns and
the late payment of
taxes,” the Prime
Minister added.

The Tax Administration
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Staff Writer

The rain in Spain falls
mainly in the plain, but
it’s not falling in St. Kitts
and nevis. That’s why the
Department of
Agriculture in St. Kitts
has started implementing
measures to alleviate a
recurrence of drought
conditions that have
affected farmers in the
Federation since 2015.

Director of Agriculture
Melvin James in a recent
interview said his depart-
ment has launched a pro-
gram to build dams to
store water in order to
help the farmers.

Because the Federation’s
soil does not support
water storage, additional
measures must be taken
in order to protect the
water, Mr. James said.

“Our soil doesn’t take
readily to dams because
of the loam soil which
makes the water perco-
late easily,” he said. “We
got some impervious lin-
ers and built some dams
averaging close to a mil-
lion gallons of water.”
He defined the dams as
presently not adequate,
but said they will help.

He said his department is

urging farmers to harvest
water and to have pans
and drums to store water
in order to improve their
drops. It will also help
the agriculture industry
for farmers to use
timers when watering
plants since they will
keep a record and
minimize waste and
over-watering of the
plants.

The Federation was
damaged during the
drought when more
than 300 tons of
crops were lost
because of the weath-
er, he said.

“The big impact was
seen in the crop sec-
tor,” James declared.
“On average over the
last five or six years,
we produced some-
where around 1,100
metric tons of cops. This
year we did around 800
metric tons, which shows
we were down by a good
300 tons.”

Unlike crops, the live-
stock sector was not as
badly harmed. Farmers
can transport water to
their livestock and mini-
mize the damage.

“Livestock for a very
long time has not had
very reliable access to
potable water, so farmers
who are into livestock

already have to transport
water,” he stated. “In
some settings, we saw
animals that starved and
died, but it was not as
damaging as the crops.”

James called on farm-
ers to use drip irriga-
tion as part of their
strategy for greater
efficiency. He said
officials at the
A g r i c u l t u r e
Department keep in
contact with their coun-
terparts in the Water
sector in order to be
fair when sharing the
valuable commodity.

He also admitted
tourism and the hospi-
tality sector gets more
precedent when it
comes to sharing water.

He pointed out that the
Federal government
will continue to imple-
ment systems to assist
farmers and households
affected by the drought-
like conditions.
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Melvin James
Director of Agriculture

Agriculture sector
continues to recover from
drought-like conditions

“Livestock for a
very long time
has not had very
reliable access to
potable water, so
farmers who are
into livestock
already have to
transport
water...”



By LR Liburd
St. Kitts-Nevis Observer

Once again the con-
tentious issue of Land
for Debt Swap has raised
its head, as Prime
Minister Dr. the Hon.
Timothy Harris has stat-
ed that it was a sham per-
petrated by the then
Labour Party
Government.

“It was a sham and it
always was from day
one. It was a manipula-
tion of the books,
because when truth be
told and you go deeper,
who controls the bank?
The government...major-
ity shareholder! The
government says, well,
you take these debts off
your books, five hun-
dred, half a billion dol-
lars worth of debt just so
off the books.”

The Prime Minister made
this allegation, among
others, at his last month-
ly press conference when
asked by a media repre-
sentative for an update
on the Land for Debt

Swap issue.

He said the Land for
Debt Swap arrangement
was proving costly to his
administration instead of
assisting in alleviating
the huge debt burden St.
Kitts and Nevis is carry-
ing.

“This government is
receiving advice on how

best we will be able to
deal with the Land for
Debt Swap without creat-
ing difficult realities for
other institutions that
have become involved in
it.

“The reality of the debt is
such that one, it is here,
and two, it has entangled
a lot of institutions such

as the National Bank,
such as Social Security
and such as all of us. And
therefore faced with that
reality, if you look at the
National Bank’s perfor-
mance, one of the things
that perhaps you did not
know, is that with the
smart arithmetics and
accounting that played
out to get a success story

with the Land for Debt
Swap, was that the gov-
ernment was paying the
bank some 18 million
dollars. They tell you the
debt gone. They had
something the called a
dividend and instead of
the National Bank paying
the government a divi-
dend, it was that the gov-
ernment was paying

National Bank what it
called and purports to be
a dividend, costing this
country every year 18-
plus million dollars to
sustain that Land for
Debt Swap.”

Dr. Harris said that was
the reality the Team
Unity Government inher-
ited. “And that is why we
say we are giving reason-
able thought to these
things. That is why when
some people come and
they say hurry, hurry, you
all should have done do
that, they don’t know
because we didn’t come
and keep a song and
dance about this inheri-
tance.”

He charged that the
Labour Party
Government had estab-
lished a company to

“...Set up a company, and
you set up another com-
pany and you say you
company you owe the
debt; and the company
look to its shareholders
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(From Left) – The Rt. Hon. Dr. Denzil Douglas, Prime Minister Dr. the Hon. Timothy Harris
and Senator the Hon. Nigel Carty

Opposition responds to PM Harris’
allegations on Land for Debt Swap
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Staff Writer

That’s the warning issued to CARI-
COM members by the government of
Guyana when accepting monetary aid
from the Bolivarian Republic of
Venezuela.

In issuing the warning to St. Kitts and
Nevis, Guyana’s Minister of Foreign
Affairs the Hon. Carl Greening out-
lined his reasons for the warning when
he spoke to reporters at the recent
Economic Commission for Latin
America and the Caribbean Meeting in
St. Kitts.

While it is fine for CARICOM mem-
bers to have bilateral ties with nations
like Venezuela, they should beware of
the long-term effects of such agree-
ments.

Mr. Greening said it is a nation’s right
and even responsibility to improve
their cooperation with the international
community including Venezuela, it is
imperative not to let short-term finan-
cial problems blind them to the dangers
of the longer term.

He expressed concerned that
Venezuela’s financial blandishments
are causing that country to make
inroads into the CAROM region by
positioning its Naval forces in the
Caribbean sea. This movement of
troops has caused Venezuela to receive
heavy criticism, he added. He said
Guyana has had a longstanding border
dispute with Venezuela and accused the
country of giving gifts in order to buy
its way into many CARICOM coun-
tries.

After last year’s elections, political
leaders in the Federation approached
the Venezuelan government for assis-
tance to clear up funds owned to sugar
workers when the industry collapsed.

A controversy erupted over what cur-
rency the $16 million was in —E.C. or
the U.S. dollar. A report carried by the
Venezuelan network Telesur Television
said it was U.S. $16 million that was
donated to assist the sugar workers.

Political pundits have questioned the
move by Venezuela, noting the country
is currently suffering an economic cri-
sis. Greening said two decrees made by
the Nicolas maduro-led nation would

impact not only Guyana but St. Kitts,
nevis and other surrounding territories.

“Venezuela is laying claims and telling
its navy by force to exclude non-

Venezuelans from the exclusive eco-
nomic zone of those territories, running
all the way from St. Kitts and Nevis to
Grenada, Guyana and Suriname,” he
warned. “The Caribbean countries
have no option unless they are going to
sit by and allow Venezuela to invade
their territories.”

He said the Caribbean countries have
asked their experts in the Law of the
Sea and Maritime Space to examine the
matter, which they did, and concluded
this is ‘an illegal act perpetrated by the
Venezuelans.’

He also stated that the longstanding
international representative for his
country has declared that the region has
the full support of the Commonwealth
on this matter.

C M Y K
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Guyana’s Minister of Foreign Affairs the Hon. Carl Greening
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The Federation and other regional leaders urged to be
careful when entering deals with Venezuela



Staff Writer

P a r l i a m e n t a r y
Representative for
Constituency No. 3
Konris Maynard is again
criticizing the govern-
ment for an alleged lack
of vision and implemen-
tation of policy initia-
tives.

He made his critical
remarks in an interview
with The Observer,
claiming that while in
opposition the govern-
ment failed to develop
policy initiatives they
wanted to implement if
they won the election.
That was their mission
and rallying cry rather
than just planning to oust
then Prime Minister and
now opposition leader
Dr. Denzil Douglas, he
said.

Rep. Maynard noted that
the Coalition never took
the time to fully under-
stand how government
functions. As an exam-
ple, he pointed out that
the Coalition had a mis-
conception of how the
Labour Administration

carried out its policies in
construction of low
income homes and criti-
cized the administration
for policies that went into
affect in the housing sec-
tor.

Continuing his attack,
Mr. Maynard said, “They
thought that everything
was being run wild. And
that is why sometimes
they say experience
teaches true wisdom. On
the things that govern-
ment did to their policy
of victimization was to
cleanse the systems of
those people who under-
stand how the system
works.”

The first-time
Parliamentarian criti-
cized the government’s
position of sending home
key people who would
have important informa-
tion that could have been
shared in the transition
from the Labour
Government to Team
Unity Administration.
He claimed that amount-
ed to wanton victimiza-
tion by a government that
in the past criticized

labour.

“That is a major
difference that
the population
ought to see
between this
government and
when the St.
K i t t s - N e v i s
Labour Party
took power in
1995,” he
added. “They
did not immedi-
ately remove
everybody from
every important
position when
they got into
office. it was
important for us
to have that
i n s t i t u t i o n a l
memory trans-
ferred to per-
sons and allow
people the
breathing space
to move as they
please.

“We give the
example of the
P r i m e
Minister’s sec-
retary for our fourth
national hero, Sir

kennedy Simmons. She
was left in the new Prime
Minister’s office until
she was ready to leave.
Who could have more
sensitive information
than her? The govern-
ment did not do that.”

When the new govern-
ment took office, they

never bothered to learn
from any person who
would have left and that
caused them to mess up
on Carifta Games,
Carnival, the indepen-
dence celebration and the
Centopath remembrance,
Maynard charged. He
said the country is now
sounding their displea-

sure at government
incompetence to handle
its business.

The country is currently
at a standstill, said
Maynard, and is deceiv-
ing the people into
believing it is at the posi-
tion it was just over a
year ago.

C M Y K
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Konris Maynard
Parliamentary Representative for Constituency No. 3

MP Konris Maynard: Government was never
focused on policy initiatives
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GOVERNMENT OF SAINT KITTS AND NEVIS
INSTALLATION AND MAINTENANCE OF CCTV NETWORKS AROUND ST. KITTS AND NEVIS

REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST
1. Background
The Government of St. Kitts and Nevis (GSKN) is determined to make the Federation a safe place to live, visit, work and do business for all resi-
dents, visitors and the business community. the GSKN is committed to providing all the resources to support the efforts of the security forces as
they strive to maintain law and order in the Federation of St. Kitts and Nevis. More extensive use of technology, such as the expansion of Closed
Circuit Television (CCTV) networks throughout the Federation, is seen as a critical and very important development in the fight against crime.

2. Scope of the Works and Eligibility Criteria
The GSKN intends to procure the services of a firm to install CCTV networks around St. Kitts and Nevis according to specified requirements that
would be outlined in a detailed Scope of Works to be provided by GSKN.
The specific objectives of the assignment will be to:

(i) Outline an architecture for the deployment of a specified number of CCTV in locations to be identified;
(ii) Provide specifications for CCTV cameras and accessories (for monitoring, etc to support the architecture proposed;
(iii) Submit a bid for installation of the CCTV system and for maintenance over a three a year period.

The GSKN will arrange for purchase of the CCTV cameras and accessories through other resources based on the CCTV architecture and specifi-
cations provided by the selected firm. The selected firm will be contracted to install and maintain the CCTV system, as well as train locals to pro-
vide maintenance support after the end of the contractual period. A detailed Scope of Works Document will be provided. The selected firm will be
invited to indicate conditions under which it will perform the installation and maintenance assignment and these conditions will be considered and,
if satisfactory, accepted by GSKN before a contract can be signed.

The duration of the installation of the CCTV system is foreseen at 90 days after the cameras and accessories have been procured and the assign-
ment commences.

A firm shall be eligible to participate if:
(a) it is not bankrupt or insolvent or in the process of either, or in any analogous situation;
(b) it has not been found to have committed an offence concerning professional conduct;
(c) it has not been the subject of a judgment which has the force of res judicata for fraud, corruption, involvement in a

criminal organization or any other illegal activity detrimental to the GSKN’s interest;
(d) it is not guilty of misrepresentation in supplying information for EOIs such as this;
(e) it does not expose a conflict of interest.

3. Minimum Information Required
Cover Letter
Name and address of firm, business or organization
Date of establishment
Business profile including core area(s) of expertise and relevant experience (CCTV )
Proposed lead person, including relevant qualifications and experience; Engineering qualifications at the highest level would be an asset;
Profile of supporting staff
Other resources available for the assignment
Letters of commendation from at least three (3) previous clients.

4. Short Listing Criteria
The short listing criteria are as follows:
The lead person to be involved in the installation of the CCTV networks must possess at least a Bachelor’s Degree or equivalent certification in
engineering, computer networking, or other related discipline;
The firm or organization must have at least ten (10) years experience in security infrastructural installation activities, including CCTV;
The lead person and all supporting staff must be fluent in spoken English.

5. Submission of Expressions of Interest
Three hard copies of the Expressions of Interest, along with an electronic version, must be submitted to the physical address in Section 7. below
no later than 1400 hours on Friday, 19th May, 2016. The sealed envelope should include the name and address of the applicant/firm and shall
be clearly marked “ Expression of Interest- Installation and Maintenance of Closed Circuit Television Networks around St. Kitts and
Nevis.“ GSKN reserves the right to accept or reject late applications or to cancel the present invitation partially or in its entirety. It will not be
bound to assign any reason for not short-listing any applicant/firm and will not defray any costs incurred by any applicant/firm in the preparation
and submission of Expressions of Interest.

6. Selection Method
The submissions shall be assessed and compared, and the firms with the best qualified and experienced lead persons and supporting staff that
satisfy the criteria in Section 4 above shall be short listed. Short listed firms will be asked to submit a proposal utilizing a two (2) envelope system:
(i) technical proposal (outlining a proposed architecture and specifications for equipment) and (ii) financial proposal (based on Scope of Works-
Installation and Maintenance of CCTV Networks).

7. Request for Information
All information or requests for information must be submitted in English. Further information may be obtained from the address below between
0800 hours -1600 hours, Monday to Friday:

Mr. Osmond Petty
Permanent Secretary, Ministry of National Security
MNS Secretariat
Top Floor, Karibhana’s Building, LIVERPOOL ROW
BASSETERRE
St. Kitts and Nevis

Tel: (869) 467-1209
Fax: (869) 466-1896
Emails: osmond.petty@police.kn

osmond.petty@gmail.com
mohsskn@gmail.com
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By Monique Washington

Ten days after being
accused of committing
murder, Lawvington
Forbes stood before the
Magistrate Yasmine
Clarke, at the Magistrate
court in Charlestown and
asked to be released from
jail on bail.

Forbes was charged with
murder on April 20. On
the early morning of
April 16, 20-year-old
Vincey Ferlance was at a
popular restaurant on

Pinneys Beach.

Customers in the restau-
rant told the Observer
Ferlance was standing on
the far end of the estab-
lishment, which was
crowded with dancing
patrons. It is alleged
Forbes walked up to
Ferlance and started
shooting. Ferlance ran
out of the establishment
and fell to the ground.

One female bystander
was hit in the mouth by a
startled patron and lost a

tooth. Another patron
standing nearby com-
plained about hearing
problems caused by the
noise of the gun.
Ferlance was rushed to
the hospital, where he
later died from gunshot
wounds to his chest.

The police executed a
search warrant on
Forbes’ residence. He
was taken into custody
April 17 and charged
with murder April 20.
Forbes was remanded to
Her Majesty’s Prison in

S t .
Kitts.

On Tuesday, April 26,
Forbes stood in the wit-
ness box at the

Magistrate Court and
heard Magistrate
Yasmine Clarke say she
could not grant his bail.

“This court is not
allowed to grant you
bail,” Magistrate Clarke
said. “A decision will
have to be made at High

C M Y K
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Magistrate Court passes
Forbes bail decision to

High Court

Nevis Magistrate’s Court



LOCAL NEWS

By LR Liburd
St. Kitts-Nevis Observer

Two inmates of Her
Majesty’s Prison (HMP)
were on Thursday (Apr.
21) caught attempted to
smuggle a number of
prohibited items into the
correctional facility on
Cayon Street, Basseterre,
St. Kitts.

The two inmates, Travis
‘Shaggy’ Clarke of
Newcastle and Seleam
Chiverton of Pond Hill,
were charged with pos-
session of cannabis with
intent to supply, convey-
ing tobacco into Her
Majesty’s Prison and
conveying other prohibit-
ed articles including cel-
lular phones, portable
chargers and lighters.

According to a Senior
Warden, the two inmates
were among a group of
prisoners tasked to com-
plete a work assignment
outside of the facility.

“However, on their
return, vigilant officers at
the entrance to the prison

conducted a search of
their person and found
the prohibited items,” the
Warden said.

He also said that Clarke
is serving a six-year sen-
tence and Chiverton is
serving eight.

Chiverton was charged
with armed robbery,
which was committed on
April 4, 2013 in Clay
Ghaut, Nevis, while
Clarke had a similar
charge which was com-

mitted on September 20,
2014 in Newcastle.

This is not the first time
inmates of Her Majesty’s
Prison were caught with
contraband items.

Since his appointment as
Superintendent of
Prisons, former politician
Junie ‘Scrape’ Hodge
had imposed a 21-day
lockdown of the facility
in February this year,
where detailed searches
were conducted and a

large number of contra-
band items were report-

edly discovered within
the concrete walls,
wooden receptacles
and decks of playing
cards, as well as in
rubber slippers (drag-
gers).

Among the 250-plus
prohibited items found
were 125 cellular
phones, over eight
pounds of cannabis,
160 lighters and a
quantity of alcohol in
a plastic bottle.

Detailed searches
were also conducted
by Hodge’s predeces-
sor, Franklyn

‘Weatherman’ Dorset.

One such search was
done in collaboration
with members of the
Defence Force and the
Special Services Unit in
August 2011 and it was
reported that they
unearthed a Laptop,
improvised weapons,
cellular phones and a
quantity of cannabis.

Since heading HMP, it
was reported that Hodge
had beefed-up security,
including the replace-
ment of non-functioning
closed-circuit television
(CCTV), and he has
ensured that training is
ongoing.

C M Y K
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contraband items into prison

Travis ‘Shaggy’ Clarke (L) and Seleam Chiverton



By Monique Washington

Plans to fund five new
businesses owned and
operated by 18- to 35-
year-old entrepreneurs
have been announced on
Nevis by the Department
of Youth and Sports,
which will be funded by
the Sugar Industry
D i v e r s i f i c a t i o n
Foundation (SIDF).
“Empowering Young
Entrepreneurs (EYE)” is
an effort to end youth
unemployment on the
island.

SIDF will be funding the
program with almost
$750,000. Fifteen 18- to
35-years-old entrepre-
neurs will compete in

teams of three. The win-
ners will have an oppor-
tunity to start their own
business with a $75,000
business loan at zero per-
cent interest and a
monthly stipend of
$2,000 in the first year.

Speaking with the
Observer on Wednesday,
Stephan Joseph, who is
spear-heading the project
explained its importance.

“Youth unemployment is
a major issue here in the
Federation as well as
regionally and interna-
tionally,” Joseph
explained. “We see that
because of unemploy-
ment we have an increase
in crime and violence.

One way that we can fix
this issue is by creating
employment through
entrepreneurship.”

Joseph outlined the steps
that applicants will have
to take.

“First, all applicants
must return the applica-
tion form and authoriza-
tion form along with a
summary of their project
and what it is about,”
Joseph said. “Second,
they will have to present
a project sales pitch to a
five member board of
administrators. Third, the
board will select the five
best projects to be fund-
ed.”

“Once selected, team-
members are trained in
business management,
finance and management
principles,” said Joseph.
“After all of this is com-
pleted and the businesses
are ready to be started, a
mentor will be assigned.”

Joseph said a monthly
stipend has been added to
help financially aid the
new entrepreneurs.

“Sometimes getting your
business off the ground
can be very difficult,”
Joseph explained. “We
have added a monthly
stipend to the employees
of the business and it will
last up to one year. This
is totally separate from
the business loan.”

According to Joseph,
even though the program
has been launched, no
deadline date has been
set.

“Because we are target-
ing youth, some of them
are still in school and
currently sitting exams
so we don’t want to put
them under any other
stress,” Joseph said.

At the launch on Friday
in Charlestown, Jr.
Minister in Youth and
Sports Hon. Hazel
Brandy Williams told the
youths that the project
“will give you young
people the opportunity to
spread your wings, soar
and be as creative and
innovative as you can
with far fewer limita-
tions.”

“You have the power to
change the way we view
business and how we
implement them,” she
said.

“Nevisian youths lead,
not tomorrow but today.
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By LR Liburd
St. Kitts-Nevis Observer

Two male juveniles and
an adult were last week
arrested, charged and
subsequently placed on
bail for allegedly break-
ing into a number of
c o n t a i n e r - d e s i g n e d
eateries at RAM’S Food
Court in Bird Rock
between April 19 and
20.

According to a police
report, 19-year-old
Derrick Lashawn
Hendrickson, who hails
from Buckley’s Estate
but was residing at
Pond’s Estate,
Basseterre during the
alleged incidents, and

the two juveniles were
charged on six warrants
in the first instance for
building breaking with
intent and three war-
rants in the first instance
for building breaking
and larceny.

The trio appeared in the
Basseterre Magistrate
Court earlier this week
and were granted their
pre-trial liberty to the
tune of EC$50,000 each
with a number of condi-
tions.

They were placed on
curfew from 8:00 p.m.
to 6:00 a.m. and must
report to the Basseterre
Police Station every
Wednesday between

7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.
until their return to
court.

Following the trio’s
arrest, Assistant
Commissioner of Police
with responsibility for
the Crime Directorate
Andrea Mitchell said,
“We want to thank all
who assisted in whatev-
er way they did to bring
this case to this point. I
commend the CID for
their efforts, but it was
the partnership of all
that brought this arrest.”

On a visit to the RAM’S
Food Court, The
Observer spoke to an
employee of one of the
10 eateries who

recapped what tran-
spired on the day of the
break-ins.

“On the night of
Tuesday April 19, all the
business places were,
but on returning the next
morning we found that
all 10 of them were bro-
ken into. Some owners
had discovered many of
their items were miss-
ing.

“Nothing was missing
from where I am work-
ing but the place was
dirty with foam from a
fire extinguisher we
have here. It seems as if
the thieves had recog-
nised that we have a

RAM’S Food Court bandits on EC$150,000 bail

Continued on page 22

Derrick Lashawn Hendrickson



BELFAST, Northern
Ireland — To mark the
400th Anniversary of
Shakespeare’s death
(April 23), Terra Nova
Productions has re-
i m a g i n e d
Shakespeare’s final
play, The Tempest, as

part of the global cele-
bration, with Caribbean
nationals from St
Vincent and the
Grenadines, Saint Lucia
and Jamaica providing
the Caribbean influence
of dub poetry, illustra-
tion, reggae, carnival,

musical and dance
orchestrated perfor-
mances.

The project “Belfast
Tempest” is the result
of a unique intercultur-
al partnership between
the African Caribbean

S u p p o r t
O rg a n i s a t i o n
N o r t h e r n
I r e l a n d
( A C S O N I ) ,
Crescent Arts
C e n t r e ,
L i b r a r i e s
N o r t h e r n

Ireland and T13, featur-
ing a strong cast drawn
from across Northern
Ireland, for the largest
Shakespeare production
the capital city has ever
seen.

The production spans
150 years of history,
from Belfast’s 19th
century shipping great-
ness to its modern inter-
cultural future, set in
the huge T13 ware-
house at Titanic
Quarter.

Dr Christopher Stange,
Hon. Consul for St
Vincent and the
Grenadines to Northern
Ireland, who attended
the closing night per-
formance, said: “The
Belfast Tempest is a
true reflection of

William Shakespeare
and the multicultural-
ism of Northern
Ireland. The Caribbean
community continues to
deliver talent, vibrancy
and culture, melded
with existing traditions;
making our Caribbean
region proud.”

Funding for the produc-
tion was provided by
the Arts Council of
Northern Ireland,
Belfast City Council,
Halifax Foundation,
British Council and
Ulster Scots Agency.

Six performances took
place over four days
with a closing night
performance on the
anniversary of
Shakespeare’s death –
23rd April.
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(R-L): Vincentian Yolande Robertson Greene with
ACSONI cast for Belfast Tempest

Caribbean nationals star in Belfast
production of Shakespeare’s Tempest
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By K. Quincy Parker

Nassau Guardian
Business Editor

NASSAU, Bahamas —
The International
Monetary Fund (IMF)
has published its
Regional Economic
Outlook: Western
Hemisphere and recom-
mends that tourism
economies like The
Bahamas use what the
fund deems a “tourism
upswing” to push
through structural mea-
sures that would ensure
that tourists get value for
money from high-end
destinations.

Given that, in the
Caribbean, only in
Antigua and Barbuda is a
holiday more expensive
than The Bahamas, these
recommendations res-
onate in this jurisdiction.

The April 2016 Regional
Economic Outlook:
Western Hemisphere was
prepared by a team led
by Hamid Faruqee and S.
Pelin Berkmen. It reports
that economic activity in
Latin America and the
Caribbean has been hard
hit and is likely to con-
tract for the second con-
secutive year in 2016.

The regional recession,
however, masks the fact
that most countries con-
tinue to grow, modestly
but surely.

Developments and out-
look

According to the report,
the protracted period of
low commodity prices
continues to be
favourable for the
tourism-based countries
in the Caribbean.
Combined with steady
tourist inflows from the
United States –
Caribbean Tourism
Organization (CTO)
records show arrivals to
The Bahamas grew by
just under five percent
from 2014 to 2015, while
Barbados grew by
around 15 percent,
almost three times the
regional average – the
IMF said lower energy
prices have allowed a
significant reduction of
external imbalances.

Also, Faruqee, Berkmen
et al reported that fiscal
deficits in many
Caribbean countries have
also been reduced,
reflecting both higher
revenues — on the back

of stronger economic
activity — and delib-
erate adjustment
efforts. The Christie
Adm i n i s t r a t i o n ’s
introduction of the
value-added tax
(VAT), which has sig-
nificantly outper-
formed government’s
expectations, is one
such adjustment.

“Growth prospects
continue to be
favourable for the
t o u r i s m - b a s e d
economies. Tourist
arrivals have been on the
rise since early 2015 in
most countries, led by
Barbados, Grenada, St
Kitts and Nevis, and St
Lucia. These inflows are
expected to continue and
possibly expand as eco-
nomic activity in the ori-
gin countries gradually
gains strength,” the
report said.
In contrast, the IMF said
growth prospects are
deteriorating for com-
m o d i t y - b a s e d
economies.

“Overall, growth in the
Caribbean region is
expected to register
about 3.5 percent in 2016
and 2017. Immediate
downside risks from real
effective exchange rate
appreciation, further US
monetary policy tighten-
ing, and failure to con-
tain the zika virus epi-
demic outweigh the
upside risk related to cit-
izenship by investment
programs. Other risks
include potential tourist
diversion to Cuba and
natural disasters,” said
Faruqee and Berkmen.

Tourism policy

The report notes that
addressing fiscal vulner-
abilities remains an over-
arching objective for
most Caribbean coun-
tries. The Bahamas is
among a handful of
countries including
Grenada, Guyana, and
Haiti that have strength-
ened their overall fiscal
balances in 2015. In
addition, Jamaica final-
ized the buyback of
PetroCaribe debt,
instantly reducing its
debt by 10 percent of
GDP in 2015, and
Grenada successfully
completed a debt restruc-
turing operation, which
would lower its debt by
13 percent of GDP by
2017.

“Despite this progress,

public debt remains high,
particularly in tourism-
dependent economies.
These economies should
use the opportunity
offered by still
favourable external
financial conditions to
make significant inroads

toward ensuring debt
sustainability.

“In this regard, coun-
tries prone to natural
disasters should
explicitly consider the
costs associated with
these events in their
macroeconomic and
fiscal frameworks,
while their investment
in public infrastruc-
ture should aim at
improving the econo-
my’s resilience to dis-

asters,” the IMF said.

The authors advise
t o u r i s m - b a s e d
economies to take advan-
tage of the current
tourism upswing to push
through structural mea-
sures that would improve

the quality of the tourism
product while lowering
costs.

“Consumers already pay
a premium to holiday in
the Caribbean when
compared with beach-
goers in other parts of the
world. As measured in
the ‘Week-@-the-Beach’
index – borrowing from
The Economist’s Big
Mac Index – a typical
basket of goods and ser-
vices consumed during a
one-week beach holiday
costs about 50 percent
more in the Caribbean,
on average, than in some
destinations in Central
America or Cuba.

“For some Caribbean
countries classified as

‘high-end’ destinations,
where consumer price
elasticities are lower or
negligible, efforts are
needed to ensure that
product and service qual-
ity remain commensurate
with their high-end
brand. In lower-cost des-
tinations, where price
elasticities are greater, a
focus on lowering the
costs of energy, labour,
and transportation is
key,” Faruqee, Berkmen
et al said, pointing out
that the index does not
incorporate non-price
factors like tourist attrac-
tions or security issues.

Republished with per-
mission of the Nassau
Guardian
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CCTV in the establishment and they
used foam from the fire extinguisher
so as not to have their images cap-
tured.”

The employee said that was the sec-
ond time thieves had targeted the
Food Court since established in early
December last year.

The Observer was also told that the

two juveniles were employed at
RAM’S Cash and Carry in Bird Rock.

Shortly after the break-ins and larceny
were discovered, an image resembling
that of Hendrickson was circulating

on WhatsApp with a statement that
read: “One of the persons who robbed
the food court. If you know the person
or have information on the robbery
please contact CRIMESTOPPERS.”

RAM’S Food Court bandits on EC$150,000 bail
From page 19

in case of difficulties.
Well who are the share-
holders? The same share-
holders are the govern-
ment and the bank!

The allegation and com-
ments did not sit well
with the Leader of the
Opposition, the Rt. Hon.
Dr. Denzil Douglas, and
Senator Nigel Carty.

Responding to PM Harris
during an interview with
a local media house, Dr.
Douglas said, “That is
absolute nonsense! What
he doesn’t realise is that
the Land for Debt Swap
resulted in the creation of
a private company jointly
owned by the National
Bank and being managed
for development by the
board set aside between
these two entities, gov-
ernment and the National

Bank, that the land
would be made available
for development.

He categorically stated
that the land was neither
sold nor developed. “If
the land is not being
developed, it means then
there has to be an interest
being paid on that
amount of money that
was involved...,” he
added.

“The whole idea,” he
explained, “is once you
transfer the land to the
bank, it comes off the
book of the government,
but is not yet sold. Until
it is sold, there has to be
an interest paid, though
at a significant reduced
interest rate.

“What he needs to do is
to stop criticising the ini-
tiative and find ways of
putting that land to use so

that the land would be
effectively be transferred
and thus further reduce
the burden that it has on
the bank and with the
government. That is what
happened. He does not
understand that!”

Also speaking on the
matter was Senator
Carty, who declared
there was no surprise in
Dr. Harris’ response to
the question posed by the
reporter.

“When the land for Debt
Swap was being debated,
Team Unity walked out
of Parliament. I was very
disappointed but not real-
ly surprised that the kind
of response the Prime
Minister of the country
gave in response to the
question that was put
before him on the matter
of the Land for Debt

Swap.

“I think that the Prime
Minister and, of course,
his government have
been playing a trick with
the people for a very long
time. I think people are
now seeing through
them. It was that same
government while in
opposition, who neglect
staying in the Parliament,
and voted on the Bill
would have been able at
that time when it was
passed to prevent it from
passing. They allowed it
to pass, and now that
they have been in gov-
ernment and have been
telling people for the
longest while, telling
people while they were
in opposition, that one of
the first things they
would do is to repeal the
Land for Debt Swap
Act.”

The former Education
Minister claimed that
after being office since
February last year, the
Prime Minister is now
trying to hoodwink the
nation.

“After some 15 months
in government, what you
are getting is a cock and
bull story from the Prime
Minister of the country.”

Carty said the truth
should be told and
stressed that the govern-
ment does not intend to
repeal the Land for Debt
Swap Act.

“The Prime Minister
should tell the people the
truth about this matter.
And the truth about this
matter is that the govern-
ment does not intend,
never intend while they
were in opposition and
does not now intend

while they are in govern-
ment, to repeal the Land
for Debt Swap because
they understand econom-
ics.”

He inferred that the gov-
ernment understands
what the labour Party
Government did was a
very practical and realis-
tic approach to the issues
the nation faced at the
time and they also knew
exactly what they were
doing while in opposi-
tion.

“So, I was very disap-
pointed but at the same
time not surprised
because, knowing who
Timothy Harris is, this is
what he will continue to
do because he has very
little respect for the peo-
ple and their intelli-
gence,” Carty added.

Opposition responds to PM Harris’ allegations on Land for Debt Swap
From page 12

offences that happened “in the heat of
the moment,” but offences that must
have had thought behind them. He said
if the defendants were granted bail,
being placed on a curfew would not

deter the young men from committing
another crime.

In her judgement, Magistrate Clarke
noted both men were charged with a

“very serious offence.”

“Neither attorney can guarantee a simi-
lar offence will not be carried out,” the
magistrate said, “Bail denied.”

Magistrate Clarke told both men they
can apply for bail at the High Court, but
will be remanded until then.

Magistrate Denies Bail;Weekend shooters remanded to HMPFrom page 6
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NEVIS - Land for Sale
Clifton Estate

760-0482/663-6296

Simmon’s Construction
Wanted two (2) finishing carpenters

with five (5) years or more experience.
Call: (869) 766-1894 for more info

Busy Beachside Nevis
Restaurant, Help Wanted

Experience Bartenders, day shift
Call 662-8799 Gina

SALES CLERK WANTED
Please call: 664-6058

A.P woodworking is looking
for 2 experienced wood
workers. call: 668 3611

EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENTREAL ESTATE GENERAL REAL

Enrique Bar is seeking a
Bartender with 4 years experience.

Please call: 664-0256

VACANCY
1 jeweler, must have minimum of 10
years experience. Must know how
to do filigree. Contact 469-5704

NEVIS - fully furnished 2 bed,
1 bath apt. in Jessup.
760-0482/663-6296.

EEXXPPEERRIIEENNCCEEDD MMEECCHHAANNIICC WWAANNTTEEDD
Full-time position -  4x4, jet ski &
scooter repairs & maintenance

FFUUNNKKYY MMOONNKKEEYY TTOOUURRSS 666655--66004455

Three bedroom two
bathroom house for
rent in Hamilton.

Call 765-0807 or 664-3077

Rainbow Beauty Emporium
Wanted 1 hair stylist

Call: 663-2486

and Procedures
(Amendment) Act, 2016
adds a new subsection
(subsection 6) to Section
37 of the TAPA.  The
new subsection seeks to
deter taxpayers from
paying their taxes after
the due date, with the
introduction of a late
payment penalty equal to
10% of the owed

amount.  

Additionally, the Tax
Administration and
P r o c e d u r e s
(Amendment) Act, 2016
restores the penalty for a
person who files a return
late to the Inland
Revenue Department to 5
percent of the owed
amount.  This is a 50 per-
cent reduction from the

higher figure of 10 per-
cent, which had been
raised by the Douglas-led
administration from 5
percent in August 2014
and enacted into law by
the Tax Administration
and Procedures
(Amendment) Act, 2014.

The Tax Administration
and Procedures
(Amendment) Act, 2014

also introduced a
$100.00 late filing penal-
ty per month that
replaced a 1 percent late
filing penalty per month
“or part of the month
during which the failure
to file continues.”  The
Tax Administration and
P r o c e d u r e s
(Amendment) Act, 2014
also introduced, a
$1000.00 late filing

penalty per month “or
part thereof during which
the failure to file contin-
ues” for persons with tax
exemptions who failed to
file their returns on
time. The Tax
Administration and
P r o c e d u r e s
(Amendment) Act, 2016
leaves those two late fil-
ing penalties from 2014
in place.   

“We, of course, would
like every taxpayer to
adhere to the law by not
only filing their returns
on time, but paying their
taxes by the due date,”
the Honourable Prime
Minister said, adding, “It
is common practice for
provisions to be built into
the law to deter people
from paying late.”

Tax Amendment restores lower late filing penalty
From page 10

BOOK YOUR SPACE NOW AND GET
IN ON THE BEST ADVERTISING
EVER OBSERVER CLASSIFIEDS

CALL 469-5907



ST THOMAS, USVI — The US
Virgin Islands Department of Health
on Tuesday confirmed one additional
case of the zika virus on St Croix and
one in St Thomas. The total con-
firmed zika cases is now 16; 14 of
which are on St Croix and two on St.
Thomas.

“Today’s report shows that we must
continue to protect ourselves from
mosquito-borne illnesses,”
Commissioner Nominee, Dr Michelle
Davis stated in response to the updat-
ed report. “With Carnival, Jump Up,
Ironman-Triathalon, and so many
other outdoor events this week, it is
important to wear repellent and pro-
tective clothing.”

This advice is especially true for

pregnant women, as zika can be
passed to her unborn baby and can
cause serious birth defects in babies
of women who had zika virus while
pregnant.

“The Department of Health offers
free testing and services for pregnant
women to prevent zika infection and
prevent mosquitoes from living in
their homes,” explained Deputy
Commissioner Kimberly Jones.

The Department of Health will also
inspect the homes of pregnant women
for mosquitoes and mosquito larvae
and provide treatment, as needed in
the homes of those pregnant women
who receive testing.

Pregnant women are also eligible to

receive a free zika prevention kit
from 14 healthcare clinics across the
US Virgin Islands. The US Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention
recently delivered 750 kits to St
Croix, St John, and St Thomas. Each
kit includes educational materials in
English and Spanish, EPA-registered
insect repellent, permethrin spray
repellent for treating clothing, con-
doms to avoid sexual transmission of
zika, treatment tabs for preventing
mosquitoes from breeding in stand-
ing water, and a bed net.

Zika is spread to people primarily
through the bite of an infected Aedes
species mosquito. The most common
symptoms of zika are fever, rash,
joint pain, and conjunctivitis (red
eyes). The illness is usually mild with

symptoms lasting for several days to
a week after being bitten by an
infected mosquito. People usually
don’t get sick enough to go to the
hospital, and they very rarely die of
zika. For this reason, many people
might not realize they have been
infected.

People can take the following steps to
prevent getting Zika: wear long-
sleeved shirts and long pants, stay in
places with air conditioning and win-
dow and door screens to keep mos-
quitoes outside, use Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA)-registered
insect repellents with one of the fol-
lowing active ingredients: DEET,
picaridin, IR3535, oil of lemon euca-
lyptus, or para-menthane-diol.
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Two new zika cases confirmed in USVI
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