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St. Kitts and Nevis will
have a new Parliamen-
tary speaker this month
or early next month when
the National Assembly
meets. This is a result of
resignation of the current
speaker Franklin Brand
who resigned effective
April 30.

A government press
release issued Thursday
morning by Valencia
Grant, press secretary to
the Prime Minister states:

“The Federal Cabinet has
today announced with
regret that the Hon.
Franklin R. O. Brand,
Speaker of the National
Assembly, has resigned
his post due to health rea-
sons. It was noted by a
Cabinet spokesperson
that Mr. Brand had been
facing health challenges
for some time, which
resulted in the proceed-
ings of the National
Assembly being chaired
for some time by the
Deputy Speaker, Hon.
Senator Michael

Perkins.”

Sources close to Mr.
Brand told The Observer
he is a close friend of
Prime Minister Dr. The
Honourable Timothy
Harris. Immediately
before and after the
January 16 national elec-
tions, Mr. Brand was
thought to have lived at
the Brands Harbour View
home. It was Prime
Minister Dr. The Hon.
Timothy Harris who
nominated Mr. Brand to
be speaker last May
when the new parliament
first met.

The source could not say
the current state of the
Brand-Harris friendship.

Prime Minister Dr.
Timothy Harris was
quoted in Thursday
morning’s press release
commenting about Mr.
Brand’s departure, “One
can recall that the previ-
ous Denzil Douglas-led
regime brought our
Parliament into disre-
pute, thereby making it
the laughing stock of
CARICOM. This, as we
all know, resulted in our
sinking to the lowest ebb
in our history with the

travesty that took place
on Jan. 16, 2015 regard-
ing the hastily convened
Parliament, simply to
approve last-minute
boundary changes in
order to gain an electoral
advantage for an incum-
bent Government that
had fallen out of favour
with the electorate of this
Country.’’

Mr. Brand was elected
Speaker just under a year
ago.

Brand, a shrewd busi-
nessman, was a founding
member of The
Concerned Citizens
Movement and served as
Minister for Tourism and
Business in the first
CCM administration in

Nevis.

It is unclear if the current
Deputy Speaker, Senator
Micheal Perkins will
continue as deputy
speaker, or be elected
speaker and another sen-
ator/deputy speaker
elected when Parliament
meets.
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Hon Franklin R.O. Brand
Former Speaker of the House Resigns

NOTICE
Any next of kin of the late MRS. HOSSELLA
BROWNE, of Boyds, St. Kitts who died on the
27th February, 2012, are requested to contact the
Attorney General’s Chambers, Government
Headquarters, Church Street, Basseterre, St.
Kitts on or before June 14th, 2016.

Parliament Speaker’s resignation
leaves gap to be filled during next session

Franklin O. Brand steps down for health reasons



In Nevis, a young man was arrested for stealing. Based on the
items on exhibit by the Police, this was no ordinary petty stealing.
This was organised crime; grand theft. He was not the only thief,
as only two much of the stuff required muscle power beyond the
prowess of this young man (boy, really) and he required
transportation that was supplied by somebody(s). He even had
a house (more warehouse than dwelling house) with even the
front door of that house being stolen property. This was an
organised ring of thieves.

First off, we congratulate the RSKNPF for breaking up the ring.
That they have done so without incriminating any member of the
public is also great. We also congratulate the victims who
reported these matters to the police, knowing that they would
have to wait for a while for justice, if at all. (Someone jokingly said
that the police may have to conduct an auction sale to dispose of
some of the items, because some victims have already replaced
some of the stolen items. But that is a different story).

Secondly, we condemn anybody and everybody who ever bought
stuff from these guys, however much of a bargain it was. It is
actions like these that encouraged them to go bigger and bigger.
The old adage applies: the harbourer is worse than the thief.

The parents of this boy must be roundly condemned too. We
cannot accept that when the boy was living at home that the
parent(s) didn’t see the signs that this boy was engaged in bad
behaviour. We also refuse to believe that the parents didn’t visit
these boys, didn’t see the accumulation of stuff and didn’t
question them. But then, for some parents, their children can do
no wrong. In fact, just recently, a Judge cursed out a mother over
her parenting skills.

When the spate of stealing was happening, it became popular to
blame it on immigrants. Perhaps it was the easy option as we felt
that larceny on so grand a scale was alien to Nevis, and such
behaviour had to have been imported. After all, everybody in
Nevis knows everybody and is related to each other if the
ancestry is properly traced. Those Bath boys have put paid to
that notion, and the last vestige of the age of innocence is gone
forever.

We urge the police not to relax their vigilance. We expect more
arrests in this case. There is no ring that consists of one. More
persons are involved. Go find them.
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Editorial
Home-grown

Ours is a paradise,
nevertheless, as a middle
income country, in fact
the smallest independent
nation in the entire
Western Hemisphere,
our developmental
challenges are grave.
We, the people of the
Federation of St. Kitts
and Nevis exist without
the comfort of or the
reliance on any particular
natural resource for our
economic and social
development, except our
Human Capital. It is
critically important
therefore that as we seek
to advance our nation,
that not only the physical
health but equally the
mental health of our
asset base of merely
50,000 people, be a
priority. Due to the small
size of our country and
our population, it
becomes very necessary
that most, if not all, of
our citizens aid in the
development of our
nation. Hence, it is of
utmost importance that
we focus on mental
health issues to ensure
that our main resource,
our people, remain
psychologically intact.

St. Kitts and Nevis have
fought to uphold the
tradition of providing
universal healthcare to
all citizens and residents.
Nonetheless, through all
of its major
developmental strides,
the issue of mental health
is still a topic that needs
a great deal of debate and
discussion. In 2009, a
report prepared by the
World Health
Organization (WHO)
claimed that the country
spends only 1% of its
annual health budget on
treatment of
psychological disorders.
Consequently, the WHO
is of the view that the
lack of investment into a
proper mental health
infrastructure has
resulted in low rates of
mental illness reporting
and recording. Although
there has been some
effort to add to the
existing infrastructure,
for example, the Mental
Health Day Treatment
Centre which is
scheduled to open at
Lime Kiln later this year,
it is imperative that the
government invest more

into mental health as
soon as possible. This
investment should
include the training of
more mental health
professionals to deal
with the psychological
and psychiatric issues
that exist in the country.
After all, a proper mental
health and wellness
infrastructure will assist
in keeping the citizens
healthy enough to play
their role in the nation’s
development.

Another consequence of
the lack of investment, is
the limited knowledge
and education on mental
health issues amongst the
population. It is
sometimes seen as
‘taboo’ to openly discuss
psychological disorders
such as schizophrenia,
bipolar disorder and
depression. In fact, a
substantial amount of the
population still attribute
supernatural powers
(such as ‘obeah’) as the
root cause of many of
these mental illnesses.
This highlights the dire
need for mental health
awareness to be spread
amongst the citizenry.
Educating the country
about this serious topic
can be done through
forums such as the
classroom, town hall
meetings and the media.
Furthermore, children
should be socialized and
educated on issues
surrounding mental
health and wellness. This
is the only way to
directly address the
subject and make it
easier for future
generations to have open

and informed dis-
cussions without fear.
Additionally, these dis-
cussions can help people
educate themselves on
the real root causes of
mental health and also
the treatment options that
are available within the
country.

Mental health stigma
arises as a result of the
failure to tackle the
issues discussed above.
The citizens of our
beloved country should
play their role in
ensuring that there is an
end to this problem. This
can be done by educating
ourselves on mental
illnesses, which would in
the end decrease our
stigmatizing behaviours.
Kittitians and Nevisians
should also encourage
friends and family
members to use the
resources available to
seek help from mental
health professionals. If
we fail to confront
mental health issues,
psychological disorders
may end up becoming a
major health burden in
our little Federation.
This would mean that a
substantial amount of
money would have to be
spent to treat these
illness. Furthermore, it
can lead to a decrease in
the quality of life of our
human capital, which, as
stated before, is the most
important component in
ensuring that our
country’s development
continues. Therefore, the
time to confront mental
health issues in the
Federation is now. The
time to realize that
incidences of suicide
may result from
disorders such as
depression and
schizophrenia is now.
The time to invest in the
training of mental health
professionals is now. The
time to build our mental
health infrastructure is
now. This issue needs to
be tackled similarly to
physical diseases such as
cancer, HIV/AIDS and
diabetes. The use of
direct measures will
assist in raising
awareness on mental
health issues, which will
in the end, reduce the
disgusting stigma that
surrounds mentally ill
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Confronting Mental Health
Issues in St. Kitts & Nevis

– The time is now!

“LifeLines is a monthly
column dedicated to
addressing issues of
mental, behavioural,
and social health. The
column is written by
professionals in the
field of social work,
mental health, and

community medicine.”

Continued on page 22



By now my readers will
know that I like to use
provocative titles to get
them thinking and curi-
ous enough to read.
Today I want to remind
us of a man called Joseph
Walcott Parry who at the
ripe age of 35 years
became the first
Permanent Secretary for
Nevis when St. Kitts and
Nevis gained its indepen-
dence in 1983. It was
Mr. Parry who at 35
oversaw every ministry
in Nevis whether it was
related to physical plan-
ning, agriculture,
tourism, youth and
sports, culture, finance,
lands and housing,
labour, health, educa-
tion, issues related to the
police inter alia. It is
striking that in 1983
when Dr. Simeon Daniel
became the first Premier
of Nevis and had to
search for a man to look

over all of these critical
ministries that he didn’t
look for someone that
was close to 50 like him
but a man who was 35. It
is no surprise then that
this same Mr. Parry some
23 years later could also
rise to be Premier,
because at 35 he was
already overseeing the
various ministries of the
island.

I give this brief history
to show how backward
we have become in
Nevis almost 33 years
after independence.
Do we have any
Permanent Secretaries
who are 35 and
younger now? It
appears that in order to
become a Permanent
Secretary you have to be
close to 50 or over 50.
Have we become totally
untrusting of youth? Just
take a cursory look at our
civil service today. Are
we satisfied that in 1983
when a degree was so
hard to come by we
could have a 35 year old

being the only Permanent
Secretary and then 23
years after, when so
many folks have degrees
that we cannot count one
Permanent Secretary that
is 35 years old? I will be
the first to say that it
takes way more than a
degree to lead an organi-
zation and that there are
some people with

degrees and masters that
are not fit to lead an orga-
nization. Academic cer-
tification in itself is not
enough but the truth is
we have some people in
our civil service and in
statutory corporations
that contribute precious
little, yet are paid higher
than folks who are

young, qualified and full
of verve, vim and vision
to be in charge. It is a
travesty that we do not
use our youth well.

My father was the first
person to lead the Labour
Department in Nevis
when he was only 23
years old and then went
on to become General

Manager of the NHLDC
before he was 31. His
legacy in both organiza-
tions to this day is unim-
peachable but if someone
were to do the same
today, we would accuse
the government of being
crazy simply because the
person is young. I com-

mend very highly the
work of the former gov-
ernment in ensuring that
at least one young person
would be a representative
on each statutory board
in the country. It meant
that at 23, I was able to
sit on the board at the
Nevis Solid Waste
Management Authority
as its Deputy Chairman.
The experience and
lessons learned from
that 3 year stint have
been invaluable to me
in my learning continu-
um. I note that the pre-
sent government has
continued the trend
where young people sit
on the board of statuto-
ry corporations but it
appears that there are a
few exceptions. This
must change if we are to
be serious about transfer-
ring leadership to our
young people at an early
age.

It cannot be perceived
that youth is analogous to
being a disease or disas-
ter. We speak of political

victimization all the time
but there is also a vicious
cycle of age victimiza-
tion happening in the
civil service, the statuto-
ry corporations and the
private sector. I note that
some of my friends are in
the throes of forming the
Nevis Youth Council. As
a former Nevis Youth
Council PRO I want to
encourage the Youth
Council to engage gov-
ernment and others about
empowering youth by
appointing them to lead-
ership positions. Youth
are not empowered mere-
ly by sending them to
workshops on youth
activism and involve-
ment in St Kitts and
Nevis and around the
world. Youth must be
entrusted with opportuni-
ties to fill important
human resource potholes
in this country and equal-
ly youth must show the
equanimity and eager-
ness to earn such roles. I
am not advocating that
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“...We need to do a better job at
transferring power to the young

people. Just look around the world.
Almost everyone who is successful
in any industry or sport did so when

they were young...”

CHAPTER 2:12
“Have we forgotten Mr. Joseph W Parry?”

By Pastor Ron Daniel

Continued on page 22



By Monique Washington

Dwight “DADA” Dore
of Butlers, who was
charged with Allen
Broadbelt for house-
breaking and larceny in
November 2015, was
granted bail Tuesday

(May 10) at the
M a g i s t r a t e ' s
Court in
Cha r l e s t own .
Broadbelt was
remanded to Her
M a j e s t y ’ s
Prison.

Defence attorney
Mickia Mills,
who represented
‘Dada,’ told the
court it is the
first time her
client has been
before the court
for any criminal
charge. She
pointed out that

Dore was gainfully
employed by the Nevis
Island Administration
and Nisbetts Planation.

“Mr. Dore is a hardwork-
ing, trustworthy and
God-fearing man. He is a
postman and has been a

postman for many
years,” Mills said. “That
says he is a law-abiding
individual. A prolonged
detention will result in
permanent loss of his
jobs.”

Police Prosecutor
Steven Hector offered no
objections to Dore’s bail,
it was granted in the sum
of $5,000 with two
sureties.

Police Prosecutor Hector
asked the court for fur-
ther remand for
Broadbelt. He told the
court that next month the
prosecution will be ready
to proceed with some of
the charges the 20-year-
old’s charges at the mag-
istrate court. The prose-
cutor said more serious
offences will be brought
before the high court in
future assizes.
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Magistrate’s Court releases
Dore on $5,000 bail;

Broadbelt remanded to HMP
House-breaking, larceny
trial scheduled later

Dwight ‘DADA’ Dore



From Charterworld.com
By Eva Belanyiova

St Kitts and Nevis and
Christophe Harbour are
celebrating a record-
breaking year for supery-
acht traffic. The
2015/2016 Caribbean
season has seen the desti-
nation welcome almost
200 hundred yachts of
over 22 metres, with
87% vessels classified as
superyachts, measuring
30-metres and more.
This is a 20% growth
each year in large yacht
traffic in St Kitts and
Nevis for the fourth con-
secutive year.

“It has been a really
exciting season for

Christophe Harbour and
St Kitts and Nevis,” says
Aeneas Hollins, director
of yachting at The
Marina at Christophe
Harbour. “The number
of superyachts spending
time here has continued
to grow, with almost half
of them stopping over at
The Marina at
Christophe Harbour.
Yachts are staying
longer, making the most
of our state-of-the-art
facilities and yacht ser-
vices, as well as all that
St Kitts and Nevis have
to offer – friendly locals,
culture, incredible food
and stunning natural sur-
rounding. We are seeing
many of the yachts come
back and visit again

throughout the season.”

89% of superyachts com-
ing to the Federation
clear into St Kitts, which
shows an important shift
from past years and the
influence of their many
services, such as expedit-
ed VIP customs and
immigration services.

Christophe Harbour pro-
vides competitively
priced in-slip, duty-free
fuelling, state-of-the-art
marina facilities, provi-
sioning and concierge
services and YU Lounge,
the VIP private jet termi-
nal for guests to arrive
into, which makes St
Kitts the perfect Gateway
to the Caribbean, a fan-

tastic place to begin and
end charters in the
region.

Avoiding the overcrowd-
ing of more traditional
Caribbean superyacht
hubs, St Kitts and

Christophe Harbour pro-
vide an exclusive, five-
star location to embark
and disembark for
guests, as well as an
excellent place for
the crew to prepare for
charters. With islands
like St Barths, Anguilla,
Antigua, Barbuda and St
Maarten within easy
cruising distance, it is
easy to create the perfect
charter itinerary from St
Kitts. The construction
of the Customs House,
one of the principal
points of the marina vil-
lage, is progressing very
well and The Marina at
Christophe Harbour has
also recently seen the
installation of an innova-
tive fuel farm able to
deliver 125 US gallons of
duty-free fuel per minute
in slip to visiting yachts.
Developments such as
this at are not only
enhancing the superyacht
infrastructure on the
island, but also the
regional infrastructure,
and as a result, the num-
ber of luxury yachts and
superyachts spending
time in St Kitts and
Nevis will only continue
to grow.
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INCREDIBLE REAL ESTATE DEALS
BELOW MARKET PRICE.

A LOCAL LICENSED REAL ESTATE COMPANY IN
ST. KITTS HAS SOME DISTRESSED PROPERTY DEALS
BEING OFFERED IN ST. KITTS THAT THE OWNERS ARE
WILLING TO SELL WAY UNDER MARKET PRICES.

IF YOU WANT A DEAL ON REAL ESTATE IN ST. KITTS THIS IS IT!!!!!

INTERESTED PERSONS WOULD NEED TO: CALL TOM
AT 1(869)-466-8972 OR 669-6923, AND SPECIFY THAT
YOU ARE INTERESTED IN THIS AD ON DISTRESSED
PROPERTY BUYS. BE SURE WHEN YOU REPLY TO
INCLUDE YOUR HOME LANDLINE, WORK NUMBER,
ALL CELL NUMBERS AND THE EMAIL ADDRESS TO

CONTACT YOU.

IF YOU LIVE OUTSIDE OF THE USA, CANADA, OR ST. KITTS
AND NEVIS, PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR SKYPE ADDRESS.

SOME OF THESE PROPERTIES ALSO INCLUDE PROPER-
TIES THAT QUALIFY FOR CITIZENSHIP IN ST. KITTS AND
NEVIS IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN THAT OPTION.

THIS REAL ESTATE COMPANY IS CURRENTLY RUNNING
A SPECIAL OFFER WHERE IF YOU PURCHASE A PROP-
ERTY BECAUSE YOU WANT TO GET CITIZENSHIP IN
ST. KITTS AND NEVIS, YOUR LEGAL CIU CITIZENSHIP
FEES WOULD BE PAID IF YOU BRING A COPY OF THIS

AD BEFORE YOU BUY.

THIS WILL SAVE YOU 1000’S OF DOLLARS IN LEGAL FEES.

Record Breaking Year at Christophe Harbour



Staff Writer

The Government has
delayed its announce-
ment on the findings of a
recent Geothermal
Exploration in St. Kitts.

Findings were supposed

to be released during a
three-day CAROM
Energy Workshop in the
Federation. However,
Minister of Energy the
Hon. Ian Liburd said
deposits have been sent
overseas for testing and

another process must be
completed before the
results are made public.

Mr. Liburd said 80 per-
cent of the preliminary
studies and surveys have
been made, including

data acquisition and data
processing. He also
noted that data process-
ing is taking place at
several universities and
laboratories in France
and the U.S. When
reporters pressed him for
information on the find-
ings, he would not yield
except to say, ‘We are
not mindful to release
any information at this
point except to say they
are looking positive.”

Since taking office in
2015, the Team Unity
Administration has been
examining renewable
energy, focusing on
geothermal, wind and
solar energy. The gov-
ernment still owes a high
fuel bill to PetroCaribe.

Teranov, a Guadeloupe
company, had signed a
contract with the gov-
ernment to explore geot-

hermal with hopes of
producing an energy
program based on geot-
hermal energy by 2020.
He had told the press
earlier this year that the
findings would be made
available at the regional
geothermal workshop.
However, there still re-
mains the 20 percent
which represents the
final gravity survey that
must be completed.

‘After the final acquisi-
tion of the data, the final
processing would be
completed by July,” he
said. “We intend to
release them at the CAR-
ILEC renewable energy
form here in September.
I can say that things are
looking positive as we
speak.” As to the road
map for geothermal
energy, Liburd said if
positive results continue,

an agreement will be
signed between the gov-
ernment and the
Teranov. A joint venture
company would then be
created between Teranov
and St. Kitts Electrical
Co. Ltd. to manage the
project. The final step
would be the financing
stage to put agreements
in place and move into
financing.

Last July, the govern-
ment disclosed it was
looking at the 3,792-foot
dormant volcano at
Mount Liamuiga as the
place to develop a geot-
hermal base in St. Kitts.
If completed, the facility
will provide 24
megawatts of power per
hour to the electricity
grid. It is expected that
geothermal energy will
help lower the cost of
power to consumers.
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Hon. Ian Liburd
Minister of Energy

Geothermal findings to be released in September;
exploration only 80% complete



By LR Liburd
St. Kitts-Nevis Observer

Dissatisfaction over the modus
operandi of the three-party coalition
Team Unity Government was taken
to a new level on Monday morning
(May 9), as a lone placard-bearing
protester was seen traversing the
streets of downtown Basseterre
shouting “we need help”.

The protester, Curtis Crooke of
Constituency Three, told media oper-
atives that he was protesting over
wrongdoings, which he alleged are
being perpetrated by the government
against known and perceived Labour
Party supporters.

“My protest is the lot of wrongs that
is going on in my country. People are
getting fired left, right and center.
Things are not going right; the TUG
is pulling us in the wrong direction!
People must be free to speak, talk,
support who you want, because under
Labour Osbert De Suza was allowed
to march, Timothy was allowed to
march and we could go on and on.”

Crooke, who described himself as a
“one-man soldier”, declared that he
would continue his protest action
every Monday “once I am off and not
working”.

Displayed on one side of his two-face
placard were pictures of three indi-
viduals; one of whom was Prime
Minister Dr. the Hon. Timothy
Harris, while in opposition during a
protest march, bearing a placard that
read “No democracy no peace”.

As a police officer approached the
area where he was protesting at that
time, Crooke exposed that particular
section of his placard to declare his
right to protest, saying: “When he
was in opposition, Timothy Harris
used protest against the government
of the day. Therefore, as a citizen of
this country, I also have a right to
peacefully protest the wrongs he and
members of his Team Unity
Government have done and continue
to do to the people of this country.”

While in the vicinity of The Circus,
Crooke drew the attention of a num-
ber of tourists, among whom a few
had posed for photo shots with him.

In an invited comment, Parliamentary
Representative for Constituency
Two, the Hon. Konris Maynard told
The Observer that he supports
Crooke because every citizen and
resident in the Federation has a right
to protest.

“We live in a democratic country in
which anyone has the right to protest
what their particular feelings are.
They have that right of freedom of
speech and freedom of expression,
and those types of freedom should
never be taken away. So what we saw
emanating from the young man on

Monday was what
seemed to be a pent-up
set of frustration that
is growing in the
Federation, based on
the attitude and the
conduct of the govern-
ment we have in polit-
ical office now.”

Maynard stated that
there are many things
for which people could
protest and he made
reference to a recent
issue that occurred in
the Federal
Parliament.

C M Y K
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Curtis Crooke
Lone protester posing with tourist for picture

Lone man protests against
alleged wrongdoings by
Team Unity Administration
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By LR Liburd
St. Kitts-Nevis Observer

While a government
department and a politi-
cal activist have been
venting their displeasure
over what many termed
an inflammatory remark
that the Rt. Hon. Dr.
Denzil Douglas made
about a female, many of
his supporters are claim-
ing that it is a frivolous
matter.

This issue arose last
week Wednesday (May
4) when retired statisti-
cian and social commen-
tator Sylvine Henry had
challenged Dr. Douglas
to assist the three-party
coalition Team Unity
Administration rather
than criticise it.

The former Prime
Minister was at the time
a guest on Freedom FM’s
Issues programme,
where he was criticising
the government on its
economic policies.

Calling in to the pro-
gramme, Henry said: “I
heard him describing
the…what he perceived
as the declining state of
the economy. Now I
want to know if he does
not think he has any
obligation to help to pro-
mote growth in the econ-

omy. I don’t mean just by
criticising. After 20 years
in office, he has been in
close contact with the
developers and he should
be in a position to let
them know that, ‘Look,
what you are doing has
nothing to do with who is
in power; the important
thing is the country.’

“So I don’t understand
how we could be saying
the investors who are for-
eign are trying to shut
down their enterprise.
That, to me, seems to be
sabotage! So I want to
know what obligation
does he have as Leader
of the Opposition and a
supposed mature politi-
cian in promoting eco-
nomic growth in the
country.”

In response, Dr. Douglas
gave a synopsis of what
he did while in office and
claimed that three mem-
bers of his Cabinet were
bent on undermining his
efforts.

“When I was in office, I
was pursuing on behalf
of the government, the
Cabinet of our country
and our people, a particu-
lar economic develop-
ment strategy, well-laid
out, brought to the peo-
ple, presented as support
every year in the presen-

tation of the Budget and
the people continued to
endorse it.

“Harris, Condor,
Astaphan, who were part
of the government at dif-
ferent times, supported
those policies and then
they went out and began
a whole long period of
undermining and
destruction of that same
economic development
policy and programme.
They crafted their own.
They went to the people,
though deceptively so,
they went to the people.

The people have
responded. So what am I
now to do? I will craft if
I have the opportunity
again to lead this coun-
try, I will craft on behalf
of my colleagues the eco-
nomic development
strategy, but until then I
will criticize. I will criti-
cize and remind our peo-
ple where they were,
what they are promised
and where they are now.”

The Opposition Leader
emphatically stated that
he would continue to agi-
tate until he sees the
desired changes to the
government’s economic
policies.

“I will continue to call
upon the government to

make adjustments to its

present policies. It is the
duty and the well-being
of our people to ensure
that they put pressure on
the government to
change their policies.
Douglas alone is not
going to do it, because
everything for the last
three years was Douglas,
Douglas, Douglas,
Douglas. And every-
thing I was doing, I was
said to be wrong.
Sylvine herself criticised
it! Now she is saying the
same Douglas must come
out and go out to foreign
lands, woo investors to
come in as I did before.
What am I, a slave? Am I
a stupid slave or some-
thing? Sylvine, go and
bag your face as they
would say in St. Paul’s.”

The last remark is the
one that led to the contro-
versy, which saw

President of the
Caribbean Association of
Administrative Profes-
sionals and former
Chairperson of the
People’s Action
Movement, Cyndie
Demming calling on Dr.
Douglas to apologise to
Henry.

A senior official at the
Department of Gender
Affairs also called on
him not only to apologise
but to retract the remark,
calling it “a hateful and
sexist attack”.

However, in support of
her Leader, Chairperson
of the St. Kitts-Nevis
Labour Party the Hon.
Marcella Liburd is of the
view that Demming’s
call was personal and not
sanctioned by the
Caribbean organisation.

LOCAL NEWS

(Top) – The Rt. Hon. Dr. Denzil Douglas and Sylvine Henry
(Bottom) – Pollster Peter Wickham and former PAM Chairperson Cyndie Demming

Mixed reactions
on Dr. Douglas
telling Social
Activist to bag
her face

Continued on page 22
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By Monique Washington

Theodore Kelly, the last person to
work on the New River Estate while
it was an operational commercial
sugar plantation, will escort elemen-
tary school students and visitors on a
May 16, two-hour guided tour from
9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. The event is

part of World Museum Day
2016 with the theme
“Museums and Cultural
Landscapes,” celebrated by
museums around-the-
world.

The event will be sponsored
by the Nevis Historical and

Conservation Society (NHCS), part-
nering with the Ministry of Tourism
and Ministry of Agriculture. Kelly
will describe to guests how equip-
ment was used, activities on the plan-
tation and what it was like to work
there. New River Estate is the last
functioning sugar plantation on
Nevis. It dates back to the 1700s and
ceased operations in 1958.

The International Council of
Museums suggested the theme in an
effort to make “museums responsible
for their landscapes, asking them to
contribute knowledge and expertise
and take an active role in their man-
agement and upkeep. The primary
mission of museums is to oversee
heritage, whether it be inside or out-
side their walls. Their natural voca-
tion is to expand their mission and
implement their own activities in the
open field of cultural landscape and
heritage that surrounds them and for
which they can assume varying
degrees of responsibility.”

NHCS Executive Director Evelyn
Henville explained to the Observer
on Thursday why New River was
chosen for the tour.

“We highlighted the New River
Estate because the government has
put so much money into it,” Henville
said. “There is a new roof, the interi-
or of some of the buildings have been
refurbished, they have built a visi-
tor’s center and they have done a
great job in preserving our heritage
site and our Nevisian history.”

Henville described the plantation as a
“multifaceted site” which has the
largest farming association, and
serves as a historical site and a great
tourism product.

All primary schools teachers and stu-
dents and the general public are invit-
ed to attend the tour. Students will
have an opportunity to listen to dra-
matized original stories describing
activities on the estate.

As part of World Museum Day admis-
sion to both museums will be free.
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By Monique Washington

The first information
technology textbook
published in the Carib-
bean has been written by
Ricardo Neil, a lecturer
at the Clarence Fitzroy
Bryant College (CFBC)
and published by
Caribbean Educational
Publishers in Trinidad.

On Friday May 6, during
Atlantic International
University (AIU) pro-
ceedings Neil successful-
ly defended his thesis,
“Tertiary Level
Information Technology
Academic Advance-
ments: Through
Secondary Level
Competency Based
Approach.”

During the event at the
Ocean Terrace Inn in St.
Kitts, Neil received his
PhD. in Information
Technology and
Management. At the
same time he introduced
his new textbook
“Information Technology
in FOCUS for CSEC.” A
copy of Neil’s textbook
will be presented to
bookstores and 12
Federation high schools.

Neil is an assistant exam-
iner for the Caribbean
Examination Council
(CXC). He taught at the
Charlestown Secondary
School. Neil holds a
master’s degree in
Information and a bache-
lor’s degree in Computer
Information Systems.

The textbook totals more
than 800 pages, with a

glossary of more than
300 pages. Each text-
book includes a New
Electrically Erasable
Programmable Read-
Only Memory (NEEP-
ROM) pen drive cleverly
placed in a Credit card
Pen drive which contains
additional information on
the topic and a practice
test.

Neil’s textbook was
applauded by Hon.
Shawn Richards,
Minister of Education in
the Federal Government.
The minister congratulat-
ed Neil for his accom-
plishments and said the
new textbook will help
students. He said it has
the potential to transform
the Information
Technology teaching and
learning around the
region.

“This book is student
friendly with many color
illustrations, diagrams
and figures which will
appeal to the majority of
students who are visual
learners,” Hon. Richards
said. “The textbook also
has a resource storage
device, commonly
referred to as a credit
card pen drive, attached
to the back cover. This
will enable teachers and
students to easily access
Microsoft productivity
tools.”

CFBC President Kelvin
Daley congratulated Neil
on obtaining his doctor-
ate.

“I remember when I was
doing my thesis,

although mine was
300 pages, and
that’s the size of
just your glossary,”
Daley said. “It
took a lot of time
and sleepless
nights (for me) and
I am sure it took
Neil more time and
sleepless nights.
So, I want to con-
gratulate you on
your hard work.”

C a r i b b e a n
E d u c a t i o n
Publishers repre-
sentative Errol
B e n j a m i n
described the event
as a “momentous
o c c a s i o n . ”
Benjamin said his

interest is in literature,
but when he read Neil’s

book he was surprised at
how easy it was to read

and understand the 800-
page volume.

C M Y K
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By Monique Washington

The Royal St. Kitts and
Nevis Police Force is
training with the
Regional Security
System (RSS) in prepara-
tion to become an
accredited police force in
the region.

The police have received
many benefits since join-
ing the RSS 31 years ago,
Police Commissioner Ian
Queeley noted during a
Town Hall meeting in
Nevis at the Red Cross
Building in Charlestown.

“The Regional Security
System has contributed
much in terms of capaci-
ty-building to the devel-
opment of this organiza-
tion,” the commissioner
said. “The deputy direc-
tor is here because he is
leading the process by
which we intend, within
short order, to have all
member states of the
RSS accredited.”

He added that by becom-
ing an accredited organi-
zation the police force
will be more able to face
the day-to-day chal-
lenges involved in polic-

ing the Federation.

Assistant Commissioner
of Police, Terrence
James, told the Observer
on Wednesday it is very
important to become an
accredited force.

“Right now there are a
number of civil suits
against the police force,”
James said. “After we
become accredited the
officers will carry out

their duties according to
law. They will know
how to handle citizens in
the proper way.”

James pointed out human
rights are major topic
addressed during the
accreditation training.

“We have signed on to
the United Nations,”
James said. “They have
human rights standards.
Their guidelines include

placing beds in cells,
how to handle persons
when they are arrested,
gender discrimination
and provision of wheel-
chair ramps at each sta-
tion, things like that.”

James pointed out that
Barbados is the only
island in the Caribbean
with an accredited police
force. He said the SKN
police force has been

granted permission to use
the Barbados training
model. Due to this,
James said it should only
take the SKN Police
three years to be accred-
ited.

The RSS Training
Institute will facilitate
training sessions and
police officers will also
have to participate,
according to James.

Deputy Executive
Director of the RSS
Bertie Hinds of Barbados
will oversee the training
to make sure the correct
processes are followed.

The RSS was created due
to the need for a collec-
tive response to security
threats, which were
impacting the stability of
the region in the late 70’s
and 80’s.

In October, 1982, four
members of the
Organization of Eastern
Caribbean States (OECS)
(Antigua and Barbuda,
Dominica, St. Lucia and
St. Vincent and the
Grenadines) signed a
Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU)
with Barbados to provide
for mutual assistance on
request. St. Kitts and
Nevis joined in 1985.
RSS has requested that
all member states
become accredited.

Currently the Prime
Minister of St. Kitts and
Nevis and Minister in
charge of National
Security the Hon. Dr.
Timothy Harris serves as
the RSS chairperson.

C M Y K
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Ian Queeley
RSCNPF Police Commissioner

Terrence James
RSCNPF Assistant Commissioner of Police

SKN police force training to become an accredited force
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GOVERNMENT OF SAINT KITTS AND NEVIS
INSTALLATION AND MAINTENANCE OF CCTV NETWORKS AROUND ST. KITTS AND NEVIS

REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST
1. Background
The Government of St. Kitts and Nevis (GSKN) is determined to make the Federation a safe place to live, visit, work and do business for all resi-
dents, visitors and the business community. the GSKN is committed to providing all the resources to support the efforts of the security forces as
they strive to maintain law and order in the Federation of St. Kitts and Nevis. More extensive use of technology, such as the expansion of Closed
Circuit Television (CCTV) networks throughout the Federation, is seen as a critical and very important development in the fight against crime.

2. Scope of the Works and Eligibility Criteria
The GSKN intends to procure the services of a firm to install CCTV networks around St. Kitts and Nevis according to specified requirements that
would be outlined in a detailed Scope of Works to be provided by GSKN.
The specific objectives of the assignment will be to:

(i) Outline an architecture for the deployment of a specified number of CCTV in locations to be identified;
(ii) Provide specifications for CCTV cameras and accessories (for monitoring, etc to support the architecture proposed;
(iii) Submit a bid for installation of the CCTV system and for maintenance over a three a year period.

The GSKN will arrange for purchase of the CCTV cameras and accessories through other resources based on the CCTV architecture and specifi-
cations provided by the selected firm. The selected firm will be contracted to install and maintain the CCTV system, as well as train locals to pro-
vide maintenance support after the end of the contractual period. A detailed Scope of Works Document will be provided. The selected firm will be
invited to indicate conditions under which it will perform the installation and maintenance assignment and these conditions will be considered and,
if satisfactory, accepted by GSKN before a contract can be signed.

The duration of the installation of the CCTV system is foreseen at 90 days after the cameras and accessories have been procured and the assign-
ment commences.

A firm shall be eligible to participate if:
(a) it is not bankrupt or insolvent or in the process of either, or in any analogous situation;
(b) it has not been found to have committed an offence concerning professional conduct;
(c) it has not been the subject of a judgment which has the force of res judicata for fraud, corruption, involvement in a

criminal organization or any other illegal activity detrimental to the GSKN’s interest;
(d) it is not guilty of misrepresentation in supplying information for EOIs such as this;
(e) it does not expose a conflict of interest.

3. Minimum Information Required
Cover Letter
Name and address of firm, business or organization
Date of establishment
Business profile including core area(s) of expertise and relevant experience (CCTV )
Proposed lead person, including relevant qualifications and experience; Engineering qualifications at the highest level would be an asset;
Profile of supporting staff
Other resources available for the assignment
Letters of commendation from at least three (3) previous clients.

4. Short Listing Criteria
The short listing criteria are as follows:
The lead person to be involved in the installation of the CCTV networks must possess at least a Bachelor’s Degree or equivalent certification in
engineering, computer networking, or other related discipline;
The firm or organization must have at least ten (10) years experience in security infrastructural installation activities, including CCTV;
The lead person and all supporting staff must be fluent in spoken English.

5. Submission of Expressions of Interest
Three hard copies of the Expressions of Interest, along with an electronic version, must be submitted to the physical address in Section 7. below
no later than 1400 hours on Friday, 19th May, 2016. The sealed envelope should include the name and address of the applicant/firm and shall
be clearly marked “ Expression of Interest- Installation and Maintenance of Closed Circuit Television Networks around St. Kitts and
Nevis.“ GSKN reserves the right to accept or reject late applications or to cancel the present invitation partially or in its entirety. It will not be
bound to assign any reason for not short-listing any applicant/firm and will not defray any costs incurred by any applicant/firm in the preparation
and submission of Expressions of Interest.

6. Selection Method
The submissions shall be assessed and compared, and the firms with the best qualified and experienced lead persons and supporting staff that
satisfy the criteria in Section 4 above shall be short listed. Short listed firms will be asked to submit a proposal utilizing a two (2) envelope system:
(i) technical proposal (outlining a proposed architecture and specifications for equipment) and (ii) financial proposal (based on Scope of Works-
Installation and Maintenance of CCTV Networks).

7. Request for Information
All information or requests for information must be submitted in English. Further information may be obtained from the address below between
0800 hours -1600 hours, Monday to Friday:

Mr. Osmond Petty
Permanent Secretary, Ministry of National Security
MNS Secretariat
Top Floor, Karibhana’s Building, LIVERPOOL ROW
BASSETERRE
St. Kitts and Nevis

Tel: (869) 467-1209
Fax: (869) 466-1896
Emails: osmond.petty@police.kn

osmond.petty@gmail.com
mohsskn@gmail.com
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Staff Writer

A new cancer treatment
centre is being completed
at the northern section of
the private ward of the
Joseph N. France
Hospital as a point of
care and treatment for
cancer patients.
According to Junior
Minister of Health
Wendy Phipps, plans are
underway for the first
cancer patient to be
admitted by the end of
May or early June.

The treatment centre is
an effort to provide better
care for persons diag-
nosed with cancer,
Minister Phipps told a
news conference to
launch CIBC
FirstCaribbean bank’s
annual ‘Walk for the
Cure.’ She announced
oncologist Dr. Christabel
Pernas, a Cuban national,
has been hired as the first
step in this process.

At this point, Minister
Phipps indicated they are
staffing the facility.

“The facility is already in

the process of having
staff positions filled, an
oncologist is already here
and we are now dealing
with the recruitment of
nurses,” Minister Phipps
explained. “Local staff
capacity is being built by
training existing nurses,
as it relates to mixing

cocktail drugs to admin-
ister chemotherapy.”

The minister explained
the health facility is cur-
rently not in a position to
provide radiation treat-
ment for cancer patients.
She noted radiation treat-
ment is a very costly ven-
ture when factoring in

the cost of electricity and
equipment.

Against that backdrop,
she stated for this reason
an alliance was fostered
with the Cancer Centre in
Antigua and Barbuda,
where a number of local
patients seek treatment.

She pointed out there are
still other options in the
region outside of Antigua
and Barbuda that provide
a similar service includ-
ing, Trinidad, Puerto
Rico and Barbados.

“The intention is to at
least have something
basic here in St. Kitts and

Nevis,” Minister Phipps
explained. “We are at the
point where we are trying
to find the ethic of at
least five or six of the
better more effective
cancer therapy drugs as it
relates to oncology,
before we make a final
decision.”

In addition, the minister
revealed they are looking
to source drugs for can-
cer treatment at a
reduced cost and are
exploring new markets
for the medications.

“The Federation saw a
downward trend in the
number of new cancer
cases patients between
2010 and 2014,”
Minister of Health
Eugene Hamilton said.
“From 2004 to 2010
there were 371 new case
of cancer, excluding skin
cancer.”

India is one market being
explored; this would see
St. Kitts and Nevis join-
ing several other territo-
ries that obtain drugs
from the Asian market.

C M Y K
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Effort underway to open new cancer centre
First patient to be admitted within 45 days

Wendy Phipps
Junior Minister of Health
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By Monique Washington

Ann Bass, a homeowner
at Liburd Hill Village
Nevis attempted to halt
construction at the
Candy Resort Villa, but
after she took the Nevis
Island Administration
(NIA) to court, Justice
Lorriane Williams
reviewed her applica-
tion and rejected it
before it got to trial.

On Jan. 18, 2016, Bass,
a Liburd Hill property-
owner, had attorneys
Damian Kelsick and
Garth Wilkin, file an
application for judicial
review at the High Court
in Charlestown. A judi-
cial review is a court
proceeding in which a
judge reviews the law-
fulness of a decision or
action made by a public
body. Judicial reviews
challenge the way a
decision has been made,
rather than the rights
and wrongs of the con-
clusion reached.

In the application,
Kelsick and Wilkin
challenged the decision
the NIA Director of
Physical Planning and
the Development
Advisory Committee
made related to Candy
Resort.

The judicial review
came up for hearing on
Feb. 2, 2016.

The official court docu-
ments state that Anne
Bass applied for “leave
to apply for judicial
review, in particular to
obtain an order of cer-
tiorari to remove into
the high court and to
quash the decisions of
Director of Physical
Planning and the
Development Advisory
Committee granting per-
mission to the
Caribbean Development

Consultant Ltd to con-
struct a 17 building, 51
unit development with a
guard house, restaurant,
two parking lots, bad-
minton courts and a vol-
leyball site on 4.4 acres
of coastal land in Liburd
Hill referred to as the
HTRIP Candy Resort
Villa Development.”

Bass’s attorneys main-
tained that the Director
of Physical Planning
and the Development
advisory Committee
acted without jurisdic-
tion when they decided
in April 2015 to grant
permission to Caribbean
D e v e l o p m e n t
Consultant Ltd. to con-
struct Candy Resort
Villa Development
without an
Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) for
the materially revised
plans, as required by
law. “And because of
this the actions of the
Director of Physical
Planning should be null
because of their failure
to examine and take into
account the environ-
mental impact assess-
ment.”

Bass also asked the
court for the Caribbean
Development consultant
to provide a “complete
and proper” environ-
mental impact assess-
ment as required by the
Physical Planning
Department.

Her attorney further
requested the project be
stopped until the court
handed down its deci-
sion.

In response, Jean Dyer
and Cleone Stapleton
Simmonds, attorneys for
the Director of Physical
Planning and the
Development Advisory
Committee, submitted

the affidavit of the assis-
tant secretary in the
Ministry of
Communications, which
stated that the “The EIA
was undertaken for the
initial project which was
a larger project of 26
villas and 72 units. This
project was dense. I
according required the
developer to reduce the
size of the development.
I did not require the
developer to conduct a
new EIA because the
revised project was a
smaller project. They
acceded and reduced the
size of the develop-
ment.”

The project being con-
structed presently con-
sists of 17 buildings and
51 units which have
been reduced from the
original plan.

The lawyers for the
respondents also sub-
mitted that Bass, filed
an application for judi-
cial review on Jan. 18,
2016, nine months after
the decision of the
Director of Physical
Planning was made on
April 7, 2015 which
would cause her appli-
cation filing to be out-
side the limitation peri-
od prescribed be section
2 of the Public
Authority’s Protection
Act of St. Kitts and
Nevis.

“I have considered
counsel for the applicant
(Bass) submission on
this issue and in light of
the evidence authorities
and legislation I have
great difficulty in
accepting the submis-
sion,” Justice Williams
said.

In Her Ladyship Justice
Lorraine Williams’ deci-
sion the court noted that
the Bass judicial review

application is statute
barred under the act and
the applicant’s chal-
lenge is without merit.

“The respondents acted
within their jurisdiction
and authority and they
can rely on the protec-
tion of the six month
limitation for instituting
proceedings under the
Public Authorities
Protection Act,”
Williams said.

All parties were asked
to bear their own cost.
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Judge denies homeowner’s effort to
halt Candy Resort Villa construction
Lawsuit against NIA shut down



By a Staff Writer

The latter part of 2016 is
being eyed by Minister
of Health, Hon. Eugene
Hamilton as the period
when the government
will roll out the long
awaited National Health
Insurance scheme.

This comes as the pro-
gram is about to hit the
consultation stage before
the government can
make plans to implement
the scheme.

Addressing the media at
a press conference to
launch the CIBC
FirstCaribbean Breast
Cancer Partnership with
non-governmental orga-
nizations, “A Time 4
Us,” Minister Hamilton
said the names of two
additional consultants
were recently submitted
to him for approval to
join the team.

Those names, however,
will have to pass through
the Cabinet, where
approvals must be given
before they are added.

It is the responsibility of
the consultation team to
talk with key stakehold-
ers in St. Kitts and Nevis
to obtain their input
about drafting the policy,
which could take several
months.

“Providing that report
will guide the implemen-
tation of the pro-
gramme,” Minister
Hamilton explained. “I
anticipate the consulta-
tion will not take three
{to} four months. After
the four months consulta-
tion period and the pre-
sentation of that docu-
ment, it will be deter-
mined by Cabinet at what
point we start.”

The minister added, “My
preferred date would be

very late this year;
November-December,
but in all things, some-
times things do not go
according to plan.”

Since taking office last
year, Minister Hamilton,
and by extension, the
Government has been
discussing how to imple-
ment of the Health
Insurance Scheme.

According to the minis-
ter, this health scheme is
expected to cover per-
sons with pre-existing
conditions, citizens, chil-
dren and legal residents
of the Federation.

However, when a
reporter asked Minister
Hamilton to what extent
the government’s
Insurance Scheme will
cover someone with pre-
existing conditions, espe-
cially cancer, he pointed
out that because the
scheme is going through

a consultation process,
there is no guarantee
what the consultants and
stakeholders will recom-
mended.

To this end, the minister
is urging private sector
entities to have their
employees remain on
their current scheme,
rather than having them
holistically join the gov-
ernmental programme
when it comes on board.

“My preferred approach
would be to provide
incentives from the

Government to the pri-
vate sector to continue
coverage wherever pri-
vate sector partners are --
not to remove people
from the private sector
programme to put them
into some government
organized programme,”
Minister Hamilton com-
mented.

The minister disclosed
that when the new pro-
gramme comes on stream
it will not be a sweet-
heart programme. He
hopes the “private sector
keeps the Rolls Royce

programme.”

He said the government
insurance policy will be
available for those who
are not registered in a
private sector policy,
even though it is open to
everyone.

“There will be no
denial,” the minister said.
“Those with pre-existing
conditions will be includ-
ed. We intend to have
children that are going to
school and at risk every-
day enrolled in it as
well.”
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Year-end period under consideration
for National Health Scheme
Plans almost in consultation stage

Hon. Eugene Hamilton
Minister of Health
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Despite the recent spell
of wet weather that swept
across the Federation, the
Water Services
Department will not
relent on its water
rationing efforts, accord-
ing to Acting Manager at
the Department
Dennison Paul.

He said the recent rain-
fall did not improve the
situation that has affected
the Federation for nine
months with water levels
running to critically low
levels.

During that period the
Department of Water
instituted a rationing
period which saw
decreased amounts of
water being provided to
the various sections of
St. Kitts.

Rationing affected a
number of sectors in the
Federation from tourism
to agriculture.

Recently, Director of
Agriculture Melvin
James explained to The
Observer that drought-
like conditions still
affecting the Federation

severely affected the
crop arm of the agricul-
ture sector.

He told the Observer
that last year’s food pro-
duction dropped dramat-
ically, down 300 tons
due to the drought-like
conditions and the
rationing period.

During a recent inter-
view, Paul explained the
Water Department is
considering the life-sav-
ing commodity on a 24-
hour basis for the Music
Festival period, but they
will revert to the
rationing when the event
is completed.

“Sometime in June it
might be possible to lift
the rationing in some
parts of the island,” Paul
said. “There are areas
that are not adversely
affected like the...Sandy
Point in the West all the
way to Mansion in the
east, are showing dra-
matic improvements.”

“I think we can lift
rationing in a couple of
months, but it is unlikely
that rationing in
Basseterre and most

parts of the island will be
lifted,” he noted.

This comes on the heels
of comments made by
Minister with
Responsibility for Water,
Ian Liburd, who told a
recent sitting of the
National Assembly there
is hope in sight for the
Federation in terms of its
weather patterns.

“There is expected to be
large amounts of rainfall
in the coming months
before a dry spell -- fol-
lowed by a normal
weather pattern of rain-
fall,” Liburd disclosed.

Paul, like Minister
Liburd, gave the same
information on the water
pattern, but noted, “it is
expected to improve in
the latter portion of the
third and early fourth
quarter.”

Currently, water is being
rationed between 10 p.m.
to 5 a.m. on a daily basis,
Paul said.

However, some areas
have seen water services
reduced during the busy
periods of the day on
weekdays and weekends.

More rain forecast, but no immediate change
in Federation water rationing

Dennison Paul
Acting Manager of the Water Services Department

Advisory from
The St. K it ts-NevisObserver

BEWARE THE SCAMMERS!
Beware of corre spondence whic h purport s to make
you rich over nigh t. DO NOT give out ANY inf ormat ion
concer nin g your credit card, bank account, phone

number or even your addres s.



It’s that time of year again folks…
FAMILY BOOK FEUD TIME!!! The
Department of Education and the
School Librarians will present it annu-
ally Family Book Feud on Saturday
14th May, 6pm at NEPAC.

Warner’s One Stop in St. Kitts and the
Nevisian Association of South Florida
are both placing their support behind
the event again this year as main spon-
sors. Both of these organizations as
well as numerous other local business-
es have supported the event over the
years, through cash, prizes, time and

other resources, and are excited about
doing so this year.

This year families will represent eight
schools on the island to vie for the title
of Family Book Feud 2016 Champions.
The Charlestown Secondary, our reign-
ing Champion, is poised and ready to
defend their title.

The participants for this year are:

Charlestown Secondary – Vera Herbert
& Seamus O’Flaherty

Gingerland Secondary – Romigio

Powell Sr. & Nicoya Powell

Ivor Walters Primary – Timothy Fraser
Sr. & Timothy Fraser Jr.

Charlestown Primary – Shoya
Lawrence & Romigio Powell Jr.

St. Thomas’ Primary – Nadine Jeffers
& T’najhe Jeffers

Joycelyn Liburd Primary – Bernard
Liburd & Eldon Liburd

St. James Primary – Roshyll Jeffers &
Emma Johnson

The Department of Education, through
the school librarians, organizers of
family book feud, are looking forward
to the support of the entire Nevisian
community as they take up this endeav-
or, aimed at encouraging reading and
strengthening families. The School
librarians are encouraging all to get
their tickets from their schools before
Saturday night since presold tickets are
only $5 but on the night of the14th May
they will be sold at $10.00.

See you at NEPAC on the 14th May.
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St. Thomas’ Primary
Nadine Jeffers & T’najhe Jeffers

Joycelyn Liburd Primary
Bernard Liburd & Eldon Liburd

St. James Primary
Roshyll Jeffers & Emma Johnson

Maude Cross

Charlestown Secondary
Vera Herbert & Seamus O’Flaherty

Gingerland Secondary
Romigio Powell Sr. & Nicoya Powell

Ivor Walters Primary
Timothy Fraser Sr. & Timothy Fraser Jr.

Charlestown Primary
Shoya Lawrence & Romigio Powell Jr.



Charlestown, Nevis,
(THG News): The
Federation’s newest
media network, THG,
was officially launched
at Riviere House on
Government Road on
Monday, May 9. THG
can now be accessed at
www.thg-network.com.
The on demand network,
which features news,
shows, entertainment and
other online content, is
the brainchild of entre-
preneur and well known
media personality Mr.
Mervin Hanley. Hanley
previously worked as
Press Secretary to the
Premier of Nevis.

Speaking at the launch,
Hanley told the invited
guests, which included
Premier the Hon. Vance
Amory, Leader of the
Opposition the Hon.
Joseph Parry, business
leaders, media practition-
ers and friends and sup-
porters of THG, that he is
still “pinching himself”.

“I can’t believe that this
is reality. After many
challenges and rocky
roads, THG Network is
here. THG Network is at
your fingertips. We can
truly say that something
good is happening in
Nevis….and not only in
Nevis, but throughout the
entire Caribbean,”
Hanley explained.

Speaking to the global
reach of THG, Hanley

said: “And within the
Caribbean communities
of states and cities such
as New York, Florida,
Atlanta and Europe,
because what we are pro-
viding is a service that
will be ‘all things
Caribbean’ and a service
every Caribbean national
can appreciate and cele-
brate.”

Giving invited comments
were both Premier Hon.
VanceAmory and Leader
of the Opposition the
Hon. Joseph Parry.
Calling on his vast expe-
rience in financial mat-
ters, PremierAmory used
the opportunity to
admonish the manage-
ment of THG to use well
established business
practices to ensure effec-
tiveness and longevity.
Amory warned that the
media industry is very
competitive.

In his remarks, the Hon.
Joseph Parry observed
that Nevisians had
always been entrepre-
neurial, and that THG
had come at an appropri-
ate time. Labeling some
of what he sees on
American television as
“stupidness”, Parry
urged THG to be mindful
of the content it pro-
duces, and to seek
always to broaden and
deepen the democratic
process.

Also giving brief

remarks was close friend
of Hanley, and Legal
Advisor to the Nevis
Island Administration
(NIA) Mr. Collin Tyrell.

First Vice President in
charge of Production Mr.
Cory Tyson provided a
video demonstration out-
lining the shows now
available on the network.
They include “The
Mervin Hanley Show”,
“Out and About” hosted
by Shevanee Nisbett,
“Island Eatin’” hosted by
Patterson Flemming, and
“The Real Right
Unleashed” hosted by
Maurice ‘EK The Real
Right’ Flanders.

There will be three (3)
news cycles daily at 7am,
12 noon and 7pm.

The entire staff was
introduced at the launch.
It includes: Mervin
Hanley (CEO), Cory
Tyson (Executive Vice
President in charge of
production), Jaedee
Caines (Assistant Vice
President in charge of
Operations, Research
and Development),
Stevenson Manners
(Director of News),
Tristan Smithen and
Aquin Manners
(Production Assistants),
Irveeka Nisbett
(Executive Personal
Assistant), Tanika Thom
Fernandes and Kyla
Morton (Sales and
Marketing Executives),

and Melissa Cornelius,
Nykeisha Liburd and
Meredith Gumbs (Sales
Associates).

THG is located in the
Phoenix House, Second
Floor, Suite 103 on Jews
Street, Charlestown,
Nevis. Telephone: (869)

469 – 8447, email:
info@thg-network.com.

Jaedee Caines
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THG Website

Mervin Hanley
(THG CEO)



Governor of the Eastern
Caribbean Central Bank,
Timothy N. J. Antoine,
met with representatives
of the Germany-based
Savings Banks
Foundation for
I n t e r n a t i o n a l
Cooperation (SBFIC) on
3 May to discuss the start
of a project initiated to
strengthen the financial
sector and improve
access to financial ser-
vices in the ECCU.

The project is aimed at
improving access of
Micro, Small and
Medium Sized
Enterprises (MSMEs) to
financial services in the
ECCU and strengthening
their financial and busi-
ness literacy skills.

The GovernorÅfs meet-

ing with Nicole Brand
and Dr Jurgen Engel of
the SBFIC was the first
in a series of consulta-
tions with stakeholders at
the start of the two-year
orientation phase of the
project. Other members
the ECCB staff, who are
involved in the project,
and Telojo Valerie Onu,
Managing Director,
Quintessence Consulting
also attended the meet-
ing. During the discus-
sions, Governor Antoine
encouraged the SBFIC to
be cognisant of the
enabling environment
and appropriate legisla-
tion to facilitate small
business development
within the single eco-
nomic and financial
space. He also highlight-
ed the importance of

small business incubators
and the necessity for
national entrepreneurial
champions to spur pri-
vate sector development.

The Governor recon-
firmed the Central Bank's
commitment to assist
with leveraging this pro-
ject to ensure that
MSMEs gain practical
benefits within the con-
text of the single eco-
nomic and financial
space.

It is expected, that fol-
lowing the consultations
with stakeholders, the
SBFIC will identify a
local project counterpart
who would work closely
with the project manager
to implement the project.

She claimed to have been informed that
members of that organisation were
unaware of the issue and a number of
them are not pleased about what she
did.

The Parliamentarian stated that the
idiom, ‘Bag your face’, has been
around for eons and Dr. Douglas had
used it, like many people the world
over, to tell Mrs. Henry to “shut up”.

Pointing fingers at Mrs. Henry, Liburd
said, “Sylvine had insulted many peo-
ple, including Dr. Douglas. She had
also insulted me during a radio pro-
gramme on ZIZ when she called in and
said, ‘Don’t bother with Marcella, she
is only pretending to be a woman’But I
didn’t bother with her.”

She also claimed that Mrs. Henry had
been disrespectful to the Hon. Konris
Maynard when she said he had gone
into Parliament to become rich.

A number of persons had also taken
umbrage to Dr. Douglas’ remark but
chose not to comment on his response
to the call for him to assist the govern-
ment, while many others, who are obvi-
ously in support of Dr. Douglas, view
the statements made by the Gender
Affairs Department as political.

One individual requested, “Please let
me know or point out to me the part of
the remark which was sexist.” She also
asked, “What do you consider to be
sexist? Is sexist only relating to

females? Gender Affairs needs to
realise that gender goes for both male
and female. So when they pass terrible
remarks about Dr. Douglas that means
what?”

Another individual said, “How intrigu-
ing this can be sexist, what brutal com-
ment been made so it is considered to
be sexist? If you’ll stop play politics
and judge fair, that same woman owes
everyone in SKN an apology. You say
things and take it back...she thinks she
is always right.”

Barbadian Political Scientist and
Pollster Peter Wickham also viewed the
remark as inflammatory, but noted that
Dr. Douglas is not obligated to share
his knowledge and expertise with the
Team Unity Government.

Speaking with a local media house,
Wickham opined that it is not reason-
able for a government that got into
office on the basis of a programme to
rely on the Opposition for assistance in
bringing it to fruition.

“Certainly, Dr. Douglas’ role as Leader
of the Opposition is to provide a cri-
tique of the government in office to
ensure that that government adheres to
the programme and the promises it
made. But nowhere in that arrangement
in the context of our Westminster sys-
tem would a government in office be
expecting, and I certainly don’t think
that Team Unity is expecting, any assis-

tance from the Labour Administration
in pursuing its programme.”

Research on the idiom revealed that

“bag your face is an expression used for
someone to shut up and get from here”.
It also a “generalised insult” as well as
“you are repulsive”.

C M Y K

Mixed reactions on Dr. Douglas telling Social Activist to bag her face

ECCB Governor Holds Discussions with
SBFIC Representatives on Project to Strengthen

the Financial Sector and Improve Access
to Financial Services in the ECCU

persons.

It is often said that the
wealth of a nation lies
within its health. A
nation that has most of
its population

functioning on a proper
mental level is one that
will develop properly.
Let us therefore invest in
our country’s
development by ensuring
that our human capital is
mentally fit.

Submitted,

Davin Francis,

Case Manager, Ministry
of Social Development

Confronting Mental Health Issues
in St. Kitts & Nevis – The time is now!

From page 4

From page 11

youth be “given” anything because
they are young and bright but they
must by their commitment and perfor-
mance prove themselves worthy of this
investment.

After 33 years of independence, we
need to do a better job at transferring
power to the young people. Just look
around the world. Almost everyone
who is successful in any industry or
sport did so when they were young,
even Donald Trump. There is no time

like the present and the more time we
spend denying our youth the opportu-
nity means youth will either get deject-
ed and give perfunctory service or
leave to join another organization. To
quote my hero the late Rev. Dr Martin
Luther King Jr. “We have also come to
this hallowed spot to remind America
of the fierce urgency of Now. This is no
time to engage in the luxury of cooling
off or to take the tranquilizing drug of
gradualism. The tranquilizing drug of
gradualism has gotten us nowhere.
The time to empower our youth is
NOW!

CHAPTER 2:12
“Have we forgotten Mr. Joseph W Parry?”
From page 5
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Timothy Antoine
Governor of the Eastern Caribbean Central Bank
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NEVIS - Land for Sale
Clifton Estate

760-0482/663-6296

WANTED
Bakers with two (2)
years experience.

Call: 663 1622

EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENTREAL ESTATE GENERAL REAL ESTATE GENERAL REAL ESTATE

CLASSIFIED AD SPACE FOR
RENT CALL 469-5907

NEVIS - fully furnished 2 bed,
1 bath apt. in Jessup.
760-0482/663-6296.

Sangate Construction is
seeking a Trademan with

4 years experience
Call: 667-3533

“We can protest about
recently that in the
National Assembly, the
people’s House, the
Deputy Speaker refused
to hear a single word
from the Opposition on
a Bill to amend the
Income Tax legisla-
tion.”

The young
P a r l i a m e n t a r i a n
claimed that following
the Hon. Wendy
Phipps’ presentation,
the Hon. Nigel Carty
got up to make his pre-

sentation at the said
time when Prime
Minister Harris rose to
wrap up the session.

“However, Carty could
not have made his pre-
sentation because the
Deputy Speaker
declared that he caught
the eye of the Prime
Minister first. So it
means then as long as
the government’s side
rises to wrap up before
anyone on the
Opposition Bench could
rise to make a presenta-
tion, we will not have a
say in the House.”

Maynard indicated that
he, too, would be
protesting like Crooke,
but at the next Sitting of
the National Assembly.

He also pointed to a
number of other issues,
to which he claimed the
government had cast a
blind eye.

“You also have the situ-
ation where there is no
Public Accounts
Committee and you also
have the situation
where it is felt that the
government is lying to
the people. And so I

believe that the gentle-
man who was protesting
was expressing his frus-
tration at the lack of
transparency and
accountability; the lack
leadership; incompeten-
cy of this government;
and the victimisation
and nepotism that are so
rampant”.

Maynard is of the view
that Crooke is going to
be an example to “those
who want to protest but
are fearful of the heavy
hand of this govern-
ment”.

Lone man protests against alleged
wrongdoings by Team Unity Administration
From page 9

BOOK YOUR SPACE NOW AND GET
IN ON THE BEST ADVERTISING
EVER OBSERVER CLASSIFIEDS

CALL TODAY 469-5907

A wide selection of quality stamps, 
Customed designed for you and
your business.
observnv@sisterisles.com
469 5907

NEVIS PRINTING

CHARLESTOWN
NEVIS, W.I.

a

Three bedroom two
bathroom house for

rent in Hamilton.
Call 765-0807 or 664-3077

Wanted one shop attendant
at Grace Green Produce

Call 660-9790



Staff Writer

With two weeks left
before the completion of
the Premier League sea-
son, action on the field is
heating up as teams con-
tinue their fight to make
the SKNFA Final Four
Playoffs.

When action resumed
Tuesday evening at the
Kim Collins Athletics
Stadium, Hobson
Enterprise Garden
Hotspurs continued their
playoff push when they
defeated Rams Village
Superstars 3-1.

Need a victory to stay in
the hunt, a hat-trick from
Tiran Hanley (24th, 63rd
& 76th minute) was
enough to keep a smile
on the faces of the Spurs
team as they now jump
ahead of the Flow 4G
Cayon Rocket on the
points standing, with 48
points, while the Rockets
are on 46 points with a
game in hand.

Hobson Enterprises
Garden Hotspurs,
Sherwin Allen scored an
own goal in the 36th

minute, which was a con-
solation for the
Superstars.

The defeat for Rams
Village eliminated them
from making the playoffs
as the now sit in sixth
position on the table 37
points, six behind fifth

placed S.L Horsford St.
Pauls on 43 points with
one game left.

Other action from
Tuesday evening saw
ELCO Limited St. Peter’s
trashing lowly Rivers of
Living Water 6-3, on the
back of a hattrick from

Dionis Stephen, who net-
ted a Penalty in the 10th
minute before converting
strikes in the 27th & 90th
minute.

Tijhaun Isaac supported
with a double in the 15th
& 20th minute, while
Tyquan Tyrell also wrote

his name on the score
sheet in the 44th minute.

Emmanuel Archibald
61st minute, Antonius
Archibald 79th minute
and Joshua Liburd 84th
minute netted for Rivers
of Living Water.

Currently, Winners Circle

Newtown United sit com-
fortable at the top of the
points table with 55
points with two games
left to play, they have
locked up the top spot in
the Playoffs

However, the remaining
places are still up for
grabs as second place Sol
Island Auto Conaree are
seven points behind and
they can book their spot
with one win from their
two remaining matches.

Spurs can also book their
spot by winning their
final game thus eliminat-
ing fifth place S. L
Horsford St. Pauls
United, which currently
sits on 43 points with two
matches to play.

Meanwhile fourth place
Cayon would need a win
and a draw to book their
spot in the playoffs but a
victory and a loss, and
two wins for St. Pauls
would see the final spot
being decided by goal
difference.

Both teams currently sit
on a plus 24 goal differ-
ence.

C M Y K
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The sprint is on for the Final playoff spots

Action between Rams Village Superstars and Hobson Enterprise Garden Hotspurs
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