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By LR Liburd
St. Kitts-Nevis Observer

Former Minister of
National Security under
the Labour Administra-
tion, Dwyer Astaphan
has theorised it is a possi-
bility that banks are try-
ing to shed smaller
accounts because there
might be too much of an
administrative burden,
which is not a good
investment for the finan-
cial institutions.

He was at the time
engaged in an exclusive
interview with The
Observer on the Royal
Bank of Canada’s recent
unexplained monthly ser-
vice fee of $25, plus
VAT, on their savings
accounts that took effect
in St. Kitts, Montserrat,
Dominica, and St.
Vincent and the
Grenadines from
Monday, May 23, 2016.

Reports are that the
imposition took effect on
its subsidiary branch,
RBTT, in Nevis from
Wednesday (June 1)
while the same would be
done in St. Lucia and
Antigua and Barbuda
from Monday (June 20).

Astaphan asserted that
very small account hold-
ers would be the ones to
suffer the most from the
new service fee as they
might find it unsuitable
for them to maintain their
accounts.

Asked to explain the
rationale behind his
assertion, Astaphan said:
“If you are taking off $25
a month from an $1,800
account, that represents a
significant percentage of
the gross amount on your
account and it make little
sense, especially given a
two percent interest on
it.”

Explaining further, he
said: “It is possible and I
am very happy to be cor-
rected. There has to be a
reason for this! I am giv-
ing a possible reason that
the bank is trying to shed
small account holders,
and those who want to
stay on would have to
bear that burden which
really works out to a
higher percentage cost in
relation to the gross
amount they would have
on their account.”

To lend further credence
to his assertion, he pro-

vided an example.

“If you have $20,000 on
your account, you will
have to pay the same $25
I would have to pay if I
have $2,000 on my
account.

Astaphan was also asked
if the increase in savings’
fee by the RBC would
have a domino effect on
other banks, to which he
offered an analogy.

“All of the banks have
charges and if you really
do an analysis you might
find that you might be
jumping from the frying
pan into the fire, or at
least into another frying
pan; for one bank might

be charging $15.75 and
another charging $20 in
relation to an account
that has $2,000 in it. That
is hardly significant in
terms of difference
between $15.75 and $20,
but it is a significant
amount in relation to the
sum the person has in his
or her account. So the
first thought that came to
me was, perhaps the
banks would prefer, and
especially given the fact
as stated by the IMF and
all other financial institu-
tions that the banks have

high liquidity, it could be
a strategic move by them
to rid themselves of the
smaller accounts.”

Because of this unex-
pected move by the bank,
the former politician
turned social activist,
proffered the view that
smaller account holders
have to seek refuge
somewhere.

“Where do they go?”
And in response to his
own question, said:
“Going to another bank

might not provide them
with any substantive
relief. So they might
want to go to a credit
union! But are the credit
unions regulated by the
Central Bank? I do not
think they are! This is
something that not just
has implications in terms
of dollars, but it is some-
thing that has social
implications because the
alternatives might be that
people might choose to
go back to the old time
system of putting their
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Dwyer Astaphan
Former Minister of National Security

NOTICE
Any next of kin of the late MRS. HOSSELLA
BROWNE, of Boyds, St. Kitts who died on the
27th February, 2012, are requested to contact the
Attorney General’s Chambers, Government
Headquarters, Church Street, Basseterre, St.
Kitts on or before June 14th, 2016.

Astaphan shares his views on RBC saga

Continued on page 21



The ILO report entitled “Women at Work: Trends 2016”, in highlight-
ing gender gaps, especially within the Caribbean, predicts that it will
take 70 years – i.e. a lifetime for this gap to be closed. The report
noted that the gap is currently widening, thereby suggesting that it
will get worse before it gets better. Against this prediction, we took a
look at women in politics in our Federation.

Our curiosity was piqued by the return to the Federation of a delega-
tion from Taiwan which participated in the inauguration of the first
woman president of that country. One news report mused that her
ascent to high office is surprising as she isn’t a protégé of political
parents. Congratulations to Her Excellency Madame Tsai Ing-wen,
and to the Taiwanese people. She joins a band of 76 or so women
who have held the highest political office of the land. In this Western
Hemisphere, only nine women have done so.

In post-independent St. Kitts and Nevis, about six women have ever
offered themselves for political office and four were successful in
being elected. This low level of candidacy has been lamented in
recent Observer Mission reports and also in a special
Commonwealth report. It has also been commented on by the UN,
notably in conventions like CEDAW which we ratified in 1985. Why
are women not equitably participating in politics?

This issue was examined, albeit cursorily, during the public consulta-
tions for electoral reform in 2006. It was agreed that there were no
legal or constitutional impediments to the involvement of women in
politics. In fact, the role of women in grass roots and other political
campaigns was considered critical to the winning of the male candi-
dates; and, more women were involved in voting than men. So why
were women holding back?

The National Parliament now has two women, one on either side;
one elected the other selected. Nevis Island Assembly has one
woman; selected, on government side. Their presence in not new,
as both Houses have historically had female participation although
not in large numbers.

Interestingly, negative stereotyping and gender rhetoric, the fear of
discrimination against themselves and their families, the brutality of
the campaign and “unequal power relations between men and
women…” are some of the barriers that were identified as hindering
women participation in national politics. One way recommended to
overcome this is to impose gender quotas. But this may prevent men
from being all that they can be, and may not really break through the
glass ceiling.

We need to think again.
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Editorial
Madame President
& the Glass Ceiling

We join the conversation
started by the good pas-
tor Ron and seized on in
some fashion by the
Observer editorial of
May 20, 2016. Ron
lamented the lack of
youthfulness in the pub-
lic service of 2016. He
recalled the halcyon days
of youth, enterprise, ene-
rgy and intelligence in
further the interest of the
Federation in its nascent
stages in 1983. The
Observer editorial quite
unsurprisingly took a dif-
ferent view and even
embarrassed all of us by
saying today’s youth
matures at age 60 instead
of yesterday’s youth at
aged 30.

Take a look at Public
Service as I knew it.
There was a change of
Government in 1980.
Dr. Kennedy Simmonds
led a firebrand youth
cabinet of men in their
early 40’s. There was
energy, enterprise and a
burning desire by these
young men to make their
mark and stamp on the
young nation’s con-
sciousness. Talk Powell,
Morris and Daniel. Not
only were these boys
youthful but true to form
they call men and
women their age and
stage to help them lead
the public service.
Simmonds called Calvin
(Patty) Farrier, a young,
trained and not yet tested
intelligent firebrand
Sandy Pointer to be in
the vanguard as Chief
Secretary. Pam called
home Heyliger, Somers-
all, Mitcham. They pro-
moted Osbourne, Petty,
Lawrence, Edwardsto
Permanent Secretary.
Hamilton went to
National Insurance and
Pistana to National
Bank. Hector went to
Development Bank. In
Nevis Sim Daniel went
for Parry, Amory,
Martin, Merchant,
Brand, Tyrell Huggins
and Daniel, young men
just 30 years of age and
much younger. Boy as a
young man then you felt
like the river was flow-
ing and the thunder was
rolling. St. Kitts and
Nevis could have worked
development magic.
And we did.

In 1995 the people
changed their govern-
ment. Dr. Douglas just
shy of 40 with a group of
young men his age ready
at the starting line
chumping at the bits.
Douglas went for
Edmeade, Hendrickson,
Jenkins, Maynard,
Vasquez, Harris, Gilbert,
Bass, Rattan at the public
service. The Port,
Banks, Insurance, Cor-
porations saw new
youthful energy led by a
workaholic P.M. who
was to pride himself as
being ten men in one. St.
Kitts and Nevis with
youthful exuberance”
climbed every mountain,
forged every stream, fol-
lowed every pathway
until we fulfilled our
dreams”.

This period of both PAM
and Labour pushed and
pulled us forward.
Young people went to be
trained. They saw them-
selves in leadership posi-
tions even as they saw
their fellow young peo-
ple working their butts
off for their country.
Patriotism was sky-high
as eagles were soaring.
Every party from
Bradshaw who brought
in Moore, Bryant and
Payne to Simmonds to
Douglas who brought in
Drew, Maynard and
Gilbert sought to renew,
resuscitate and re-load
the public with intelli-
gence and energy. The
Observer editorial is
way-off to suggest that
today’s youth with com-
puter literacy, zeal and
knowledge is only peak-
ing at 60. We say that
statement is not worth
the dirt if it was written
thereon. The son is
always to be father to the
man or the father has
failed the son if that is
not the case. There is no
reason to say that the son
should not take over
from the father because
the father has not pre-
pared him to do so.

What have we hear in St.
Kitts and Nevis in 2016.
We have a relative old
politboro led by a 50-
year old with no fewer
than four cabinet minis-
terial positions in their
late 60’s. We appoint an
“Old Mother Hubbard”

as cabinet secretary and a
person who has passed
his sell-by-date as Prime
Minister PS. We recall
the youths of PAM 1980
to lead and advise this
motley crew in 2016, full
36 years after their hey-
day. We send to the OAS
a veritable septuagenari-
an while retaining some
five advisers who are in
their high 70’s at home.
In National Bank a 58
year old was replaced by
a 75 year old in 2016, the
bank itself being led by
another such great grand
daddy.

In Nevis we have an old
dribbler leading two men
twenty years his junior.
These youngsters in
Nevis are the same age
and older than when
Vance Amory became
Premier in 1992. How
on earth can Vance who
was never “our help in
ages past be our hope for
years to come” lead these
young men who are
approaching their twi-
light political years. Will
he be hoisted on his own
petard and die in office
cuddling Nevis in his
bosom. Nevis and its
civil service are dead.
Little wonder Vance has
abandoned the premier-
ship. He is too old and
cold to do one job now
he takes on two. Father
time does not need an
invitation to come call-
ing. Ask Kobe Bryant
and Tim Duncan of bas-
ketball fame.

All through the civil ser-
vice we see the gerontoc-
racy being enthroned.
We cannot find anybody
to lead National Security
but a tired old horse who
should be put out to pas-
ture. How many hours a
waking day and what
energy can these great
grandmothers and grand-
fathers bring to bear on
the challenges of today’s
modern government.
When say the Prime
Minister calls his cabinet
secretary and she is hob-
bling coming does that
not conjure up an image
of that local calypsonian
who lyrically jeered :
“Paul you mother
come!” Why oh why
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The Gerontocracy Sits
Enthroned in St.Kitts and Nevis

By Hastings R. Daniel
In The Public Interest



By Tom Harris

In Oceania, the dystopian
society of George
Orwell’s novel Nineteen
Eighty-Four, a new lan-
guage was created by the
government to control
the thinking patterns of
the populace. Officially
labeled ‘Newspeak’, it
was the first language
that, when fully adopted,
was meant to limit the
range of human thought.
Concepts such as free-
dom, skepticism, and
debate were virtually
unthinkable since no
words existed to describe
them, aside from the
generic term ‘thought-
crime.’

Perhaps most insidious
was ‘duckspeak,’ a form
of speech consisting en-
tirely of words and
phrases approved by the
party. Someone who had
mastered duckspeak co-
uld fire off ideologically
pure assertions like bul-
lets from a machine gun
without thinking at all.
Their words merely em-
anated from the larynx
like the quacking of a
duck.

Being called a ducks-
peaker was considered a

sincere compliment since
it indicated that you were
well-versed in the offi-
cial language and views
of the state.

More than ever before,
we are in an era of cli-
mate change duckspeak.
Rather than being merely
ridiculous or social sa-
tire, the apparent under-
lying purpose of climate
duckspeak is ominous: to
convince opinion leaders
and the public to think a-
bout climate change only
as the government wants.
To support alternative
points of view is ‘climate
change denial,’ today’s
version of thoughtcrime,
punishable by excommu-
nication from responsible
citizenry and, at times,
loss of employment. If
AGs United for Clean
Power, a coalition of six-
teen Democratic state
Attorneys General (AG),
has their way, speaking
out on the other side of
the climate debate could
soon result in civil or
criminal charges.

President Barack Obama
sets the stage for climate
change duckspeakers, re-
assuring us that “the
debate is settled. Climate
change is a fact.”

But, as Carleton Univer-
sity Earth Sciences
Professor Tim Patterson
points out, “Climate is
and always has been
variable. The only con-
stant about climate is
change; it changes con-
tinually.” So Obama’s
claim, and that of others
who say the same, is cor-
rect but trivial, like ‘sun-
rise is real.’

But it is much more than
that. Intentionally or oth-
erwise, the President is
using a strategy right out
of Nineteen Eighty-Four.
His statements imply that
experts have concluded
that unusual climatic
events are happening and
that government must
save us.

Obama strengthens this
perception with dramatic
assertions such as that in
the Cutting Carbon
Pollution in America sec-
tion of the White House
web site: “I refuse to
condemn your generation
and future generations to
a planet that’s beyond
fixing.”

Referring to greenhouse
gases (GHG) as “carbon
pollution,” as the White
House does thirteen

times on their climate
change web page, is pure
duckspeak. This conjures
up subconscious images
of dark and dangerous
emissions of soot, which
really is carbon.

What Obama and others
are actually referring to
is carbon dioxide (CO2).
But were they to call it
that, most people would
be unconcerned, remem-
bering from grade school
that it is a trace gas
essential for plant photo-
synthesis. So climate
campaigners mislabel it
‘carbon’ to frighten the
public and to discourage
further thinking, closely
following ‘Big
Brother’s’ strategy in
Orwell’s classic.

Similarly, referring to
low CO2 emitting energy
sources as clean or green
is a mistake since the gas
is in no way unclean. But
the label promotes an
image of environmental
wholesomeness, hiding
the true ineffective and
damaging nature of many
alternative energy

sources.

Finally, the ‘97% of
experts agree’ phrase is,
using Oceania’s vernacu-
lar, ‘doubleplusgood’
duckspeak, designed to
suppress debate and
boost the party line. After
all, who would dare con-
test experts about such a
complicated issue?

But ‘appeal to authority,’
and ‘appeal to consen-
sus’ are logical fallacies
that prove nothing about
nature. Regardless, none
of the surveys that are
used to back up the con-
sensus argument are con-
vincing. They either
asked the wrong ques-
tions, asked the wrong
people, or polled mostly
those who would obvi-
ously agree with the gov-
ernment’s position.

Independent reports such
as those of the Nongov-
ernmental International
Panel on Climate Change
show that the science is
highly immature with
wide-ranging opinions
about future climate

change.

Although first published
67 years ago, Nineteen
Eighty-Four is now more
relevant than ever.
University of Florida lin-
guist M. J. Hardman
summed up the important
role language plays in
societal control when she
wrote in her paper
Language and War
(2002), “language is
inseparable from human-
ity and follows us in all
our works. Language is
the instrument with
which we form thought
and feeling, mood, aspi-
ration, will and act[ion],
the instrument by whose
means we influence and
are influenced.”

It is not surprising, then,
that language tricks like
Orwell’s duckspeak are
being used to justify the
unjustifiable in the war
of words over global
warming.

Tom Harris is Executive
Director of the Ottawa,
Canada-based International
Climate Science Coalition.
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Climate debate dominated by ‘duckspeakers’
Time to relearn the lessons of Nineteen Eighty-Four
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By LR Liburd
St. Kitts-Nevis Observer

In what is perceived in
some quarters as becom-
ing a norm when ‘hard’
questions are being asked
about certain matters
involving members of
the Government of
National Unity, Prime
Minister Dr. the Hon.
Timothy Harris does not
provide direct answers
but instead circumvents.

This perception comes in
the wake of the answer
Dr. Harris gave to a ques-
tion posed by a media
representative at his
monthly press confer-
ence held on Monday
(May 30) in the
Parliamentary Lounge at
Government Headquar-
ters.

The question was in rela-
tion to concerns raised
about the purportedly
long delay in Ambas-
sador Jonel Powell
receiving his Instrument
of Appointment.

In a letter written to the

Prime Minister, to which
The Observer was privy,
Powell, who was
announced by Dr. Harris
as the designated
Ambassador and Special
Envoy to the Ministries
of Sports and Culture at a
press conference on
Wednesday, May 27,
2015, had indicated that
he would surrender his
diplomatic passport until
the matter was resolved.

In his letter, Powell said,
“Approximately one year
later I am yet to receive
an instrument of appoint-
ment or a contract to this
effect.”

When questioned on the
issue, Dr. Harris said, “I
would say that Mr.
Powell is an Ambassador
of the Government of St.
Kitts and Nevis. If there
are issues, those issues
will be dealt with in

terms of his terms at the
appropriate place at the
Cabinet level.”

The embattled
Ambassador noted that
“over the past 12 months
I have had several meet-
ings with your good self,
the Honourable Minister
Richards and the
Minister I report to, the
Honourable Attorney
General and a discussion
with the Cabinet
Secretary, all to address
this matter. To date this
issue remains unre-
solved.”

The People’s Action

Movement’s candidate
for Constituency Two
spoke to his discomfiture
as the holder of a diplo-
matic passport while still
waiting for his
Instrument of
Appointment, and
explained the reason for
having it returned.

“I hereby return my
diplomatic passport to
your custody until such
time as the situation can
be justified”.

Continuing his response
to the question, PM
Harris said: “As it stands,
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PM Harris shies away from direct answers to
Ambassador Powell’s issue on Diplomatic Passport

Prime Minister Dr. the Hon Timothy Harris (L) and Ambassador Jonel Powell

Continued on page 21



By Monique Washington

Nevis Electric Co. Ltd.
(NEVLEC) customers
have taken to the radio,
social media and to the
streets to voice their dis-
satisfaction about recent
power outages experi-
enced on the island.
Jervan Swanston,
NEVLEC general man-
ager, told the Observer
technicians are working
to fix the problem soon.

A technical problem with
one of the Prospect
Power Plant generators
led Nevisian residents to
face on-and-off power
outage for nearly two
weeks. On Monday, the
first time in many years,
Nevis residents experi-
enced an island-wide
blackout. Customers
voiced fears about appli-

ances being damaged by
the power surges caused
by the outage.

On Wednesday, Swan-
ston told the Observer
unforeseen technical
problems knocked out
one of their generators on
May 23.

“One of our main gener-
ators is currently receiv-
ing some maintenance;
while that generator was
down for maintenance,
another generator had
technical issues that
required urgent mainte-
nance,” Swanston
explained.

Swanston said the part
needed to repair the gen-
erator has been located
and ordered and is
expected to arrive in a
couple of weeks. He said

until the part arrives cus-
tomers will experience
load shedding. NEVLEC
technicians have been
able to keep the current
steady for several days.
He said some of the time
when the electricity goes
it could be due to other
problems unrelated to the
generator or caused by
NEVLEC.

“Sometime there are
vehicular accidents and
our poles are damaged,”
Swanston said. “Most
recently a coconut tree
fell on one of the lines
which caused electricity
to go out.”

“Our team is working
hard to get the generators
back up and running,“ he
said.
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Two broken generators cause
Nevis electrical outages
NEVLEC repairing one
generator, awaiting parts
for second unit



Prime Minister The Hon. Dr. Timothy
Harris said people waiting for funds
from the Sugar Workers Restoration
Fund will have to wait longer for pay-
ment since the funds are tied up in
court.

The fund was created in 2015 by the

Government of national Unity shortly
after the new leadership took office. It
was part of their election campaign
promises to pay off individuals who
were connected with the sugar cane
industry.

Team Unity had asked Venezuela for
help with making the payments. A
report published in the Telsur released
details that Venezuela had donated
US$16 million under the PetroCaribe
initiative. President Nicolas Maduro
had visited the Federation to help pay
off the debt. The visit was complicat-
ed by a controversy that developed
over who could make claims on behalf
of deceased sugar cane workers and
family embers. Dr. Harris said the

process for applying for a deceased per-
son would be ‘complicated by nature.

He added about 500 people made appli-
cations on behalf of deceased relative.

C M Y K
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LIQUOR LICENCES
ORDINANCE, 1906
SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District
To the Superintendent of Police

I, TREVOR SUTTON
Residing in Butlers Street, in the
town or Village of ST. JAMES
PARISH do hereby give you notice.
That it is my intention to apply on

Day of next to the District
Magistrate
At CHARLESTOWN for a RETAIL
LIQUOR Licence in respect of my
Premises in LIBERT HILL in
ISLAND MAIN ROAD.
Date 25TH day of MAY 2016

Signed: Trevor Sutton

LIQUOR LICENCES
ORDINANCE, 1906
SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District
To the Superintendent of Police

I, BRIAN CLAXTON
Now residing in Jessups Village, in
the town or Village of JESSUPS do
hereby give you notice.
That it is my intention to apply on
26th Day of May next to the District
Magistrate at Charlestown for a
RETAIL LIQUOR Licence in respect
of my premises in Charlestown in St.
Pauls Parish.
Date 26TH day of MAY 2016

Signed: Brian Claxton

Venezuelan President, Nicolas Maduro shares a light moment with
Prime Minister Dr. Timothy Harris recently

PM Harris: Delay in
deceased sugar workers
payment is with the court

LIQUOR LICENCES
ORDINANCE, 1906
SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District
To the Superintendent of Police

I, JACQUELINE GONZALEY
Now Residing in, in the town or
Village of FOUNTAIN do hereby
give you notice.
That it is my intention to apply on
14th Day of June 2016 next to the
District Magistrate at Charlestown
for a RETAIL LIQUOR Licence in
respect of my VENDOR.
Date 2nd day of June 2016

Signed: Jacqueline Gonzaley



By Monique Washington

Claims that new charges
will be added to accounts
at the Nevis Branch of
the Royal Bank of
Canada/Royal Bank of
Trinidad and Tobago
(RCB/RBTT) are
unfounded, according to
Country Manager Chad
Allen.

“No charges have been
added,” and no such
communication has been
issued,” Allen told the
Observer on Wednesday.
“The charges are not
applicable to Nevis at
this time.”

Allen indicated that if
any new account charges
are being considered,
bank customers will be
notified.

Some RBTT banks in the
region have added stiff
charges to account hold-

ers. In St. Kitts, RBTT
added a $25 monthly fee
to personal saving
accounts; a $65 monthly
fee for VIP banking; a
$25 monthly fee for busi-
ness deposit accounts;
and senior citizens pay
half the regular monthly
charge. There is no addi-

tional charge for junior
savings accounts. All
fees also increase Value
Added Tax charges.

On May 23, after the new
charges to accounts were
applied, RBC banks in

LOCAL NEWS

RBTT bank official denies added
charges on Nevis accounts
St. Kitts customers irate over
new fees, threaten to close
their accounts

INCREDIBLE REAL ESTATE DEALS
BELOW MARKET PRICE.

A LOCAL LICENSED REAL ESTATE COMPANY IN
ST. KITTS HAS SOME DISTRESSED PROPERTY DEALS
BEING OFFERED IN ST. KITTS THAT THE OWNERS ARE

WILLING TO SELL WAY UNDER MARKET PRICES.

IF YOU WANT A DEAL ON REAL ESTATE IN ST. KITTS THIS IS IT!!!!!

INTERESTED PERSONS WOULD NEED TO: CALL TOM
AT 1(869)-466-8972 OR 669-6923, AND SPECIFY THAT
YOU ARE INTERESTED IN THIS AD ON DISTRESSED
PROPERTY BUYS. BE SURE WHEN YOU REPLY TO
INCLUDE YOUR HOME LANDLINE, WORK NUMBER,
ALL CELL NUMBERS AND THE EMAIL ADDRESS TO

CONTACT YOU.

IF YOU LIVE OUTSIDE OF THE USA, CANADA, OR ST. KITTS
AND NEVIS, PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR SKYPE ADDRESS.

SOME OF THESE PROPERTIES ALSO INCLUDE PROPER-
TIES THAT QUALIFY FOR CITIZENSHIP IN ST. KITTS AND

NEVIS IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN THAT OPTION.

THIS REAL ESTATE COMPANY IS CURRENTLY RUNNING
A SPECIAL OFFER WHERE IF YOU PURCHASE A PROP-
ERTY BECAUSE YOU WANT TO GET CITIZENSHIP IN
ST. KITTS AND NEVIS, YOUR LEGAL CIU CITIZENSHIP
FEES WOULD BE PAID IF YOU BRING A COPY OF THIS

AD BEFORE YOU BUY.

THIS WILL SAVE YOU 1000’S OF DOLLARS IN LEGAL FEES.
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By LR Liburd
St. Kitts-Nevis Observer

The Hon. Vance Amory,
Premier of Nevis and
Senior Minister and
Minister of Nevis
Affairs, Labour, Social
Security and
Ecclesiastical Affairs in
the Government of
National Unity has
announced that one of
the geothermal wells on
Nevis was sabotaged.

He made this revelation
in the Parliamentary
Lounge at Government
Headquarters during the
Prime Minister’s month-
ly press conference held
on Monday (May 30)
when a reporter sought
answers to the status of
the project.

“We had one problem
with one of the wells. It
appears that if there had
been some sabotage of
that well as it could not
find the energy; in a well
which had ejected signif-
icant steam levels. And
we are still to investigate
that a little further.”

He stated that some six
weeks ago representa-

tives of a company that
the Nevis Island
Administration had con-
tracted to provide explo-
ration and development
of the energy source on
that island had sent a
number of their engi-
neers to conduct an eval-
uation on the wells,
which were already dug
under the Nevis
Reformation Party
Administration (NRP).

The Premier explained
that there are three wells
and a report from the
engineers indicated that
apart from the one that
was believed sabotaged,
the presence of energy
resource still exists.

“In terms of the other
two wells which have
been dug, they are satis-
fied that the energy lev-
els are still there. It just
means that in the case of
the well which we think
has been sabotaged, there
will be renewed effort to
reactivate that well when
the company brings in its
own drill rig in the not
too distant future.”

He declared that the next
step of the project is for

the company, Nevis
Renewable Energy
International, to bring in
its drill rig to develop
their new test wells.

Premier Amory empha-
sised that the financial
cost of the project would
not be borne his
Administration.

“The other level of our
involvement is that the
company has already
approached OPIC for
potential financing of the

project. The Government
itself will not be putting
any money into it

because we are contract-
ing them to provide that
service, and they have
taken the initiative as
they have promised to
approach financiers to
finance the ongoing
development of this
renewable resource. So
we shall be able in anoth-
er couple of weeks to
report to you on further
progress in the develop-
ment of geothermal in
Nevis.”

At the recently held
Regional Geothermal
Conference in St. Kitts,
Prime Minister Dr. the
Hon. Timothy Harris had
said that the Nevis pro-
ject is at a stage where “it
is ready to go”.

“...And I want to com-
mend Premier Amory
and his Administration
for the leadership and for
the transparent way in
which they have
approached geothermal
in Nevis.”

Deputy Premier the Hon.
Mark Brantley was also
in high praise of the pro-
ject, stating that the
developers had indicated
the geothermal plant
should produce enough
energy to supply the
needs of Nevis, St. Kitts
and other neighbouring
islands.

He had also declared that
in January 2018 Nevis is
expected to take a huge
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Hon. Vance Amory
Premier of Nevis

Premier Amory says one of the geothermal wells was sabotaged
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By Staff Writer

St. Kitts and Nevis resi-
dents should prepare now
for from one to four
major Category 3, 4 or 5
hurricanes during the
June 1 to November 30
hurricane season, accord-
ing to Gerry Bell, Ph.D.,
lead seasonal hurricane
forecaster with the
National Oceanographic
and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA)
Climate Prediction
Centre.

During the 2016 hurri-
cane season NOAA pre-
dicts a 70 percent likeli-

hood of 10 to 16 named
storms (winds of 39 mph
or higher), of which four
to eight could become
hurricanes (winds of 74
mph or higher), including
one to four major hurri-
canes (Category 3, 4 or 5;
winds of 111 mph or
higher). While a near-
normal season is most
likely with a 45 percent
chance, there is also a 30
percent chance of an
above-normal season and
a 25 percent chance of a
below-normal season.
Included in today’s out-
look is Hurricane Alex, a
pre-season storm that
formed over the far east-

ern Atlantic in January.

“This is a more challeng-
ing hurricane season out-
look than most because
it’s difficult to determine
whether there will be
reinforcing or competing
climate influences on
tropical storm develop-
ment,” Bell explained.
“However, a near-normal
prediction for this season
suggests we could see
more hurricane activity
than we’ve seen in the
last three years, which
were below normal.”

Predicting the weather
and especially hurricanes

is a tough job. NOAA
uses a variety of statistics
from former years and
compares them with the
latest conditions to help
look ahead at what the
2016 hurricane season
might bring. As part of
the effort better accuracy
and to provide advance
warning of hurricane
activity, NOAA has dra-
matically upgraded its
tracking system with a
supercomputer upgrade
and upgraded its
Hurricane Weather
Research and Forecasting
Model (HWRF).

“Forecast uncertainty in

the climate signals that
influence the formation
of Atlantic storms make
predicting this season
particularly difficult,”
Bell said.

The St. Kitts and Nevis
government and residents
should prepare now for
the possibility of a hurri-
cane hitting the islands at
any time.A large percent-
age of the hurricanes that
form off the western
coast of Africa seem to
follow what almost
seems like a highway to
the Caribbean, pass over
the islands, and then
strengthen as they turn
either toward Mexico or
the U.S. mainland.

“The 2016 Atlantic hurri-
cane season will most
likely be near-normal,
but forecast uncertainty
in the climate signals that
influence the formation
of Atlantic storms make
predicting this season
particularly difficult,”
Bell said.

In an effort to upgrade
the accuracy of its pre-
dictions, in January
NOAA made a several
major upgrades to its
supercomputers to
increase their ability to
improve hurricane fore-
cast models.

Low-activity era could
last 25 years

Bell explained there is
uncertainty about
whether the high activity
era of Atlantic hurri-
canes, which began in
1995, has ended. This
high-activity era has been
associated with an ocean
temperature pattern
called the warm phase of
the Atlantic Multi-
Decadal Oscillation or
AMO, marked by
warmer Atlantic Ocean
temperatures and a
stronger West African
monsoon. However, dur-
ing the last three years
weaker hurricane seasons
have been accompanied

by a shift toward the cool
AMO phase, marked by
cooler Atlantic Ocean
temperatures and a weak-
er West African mon-
soon. If this shift proves
to be more than short-
lived, it could usher in a
low-activity era for
Atlantic hurricanes, and
this period may already
have begun. High- and
low-activity eras typical-
ly last 25 to 40 years.
In addition, El Niño is
dissipating. NOAA’s
Climate Prediction
Centre is forecasting a 70
percent chance that La
Niña – which favours
more hurricane activity –
will be present during the
peak months of hurricane
season, August through
October. However, cur-
rent model predictions
show uncertainty as to
how strong La Niña and
its impacts will be.

Despite the challenging
seasonal prediction,
NOAA is poised to deliv-
er actionable environ-
mental intelligence dur-
ing the hurricane season
with more accuracy to
help save lives and liveli-
hoods.

Important upgrades
completed

“This is a banner year for
NOAA and the National
Weather Service – As our
Hurricane Forecast
Improvement program
turns five, we’re on target
with our five-year goal to
improve track and inten-
sity forecasts by 20 per-
cent each,” said NOAA
Administrator Kathryn
Sullivan, Ph.D.
“Building on a successful
s u p e r c o m p u t e r
upgrade in January, we’re
adding unprecedented
new capabilities to our
hurricane forecast mod-
els – investing in science
and technology infusion
to bring more accuracy to
hurricane forecasts in
2016.”
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NOAA predicts 70 percent likelihood of 10 to 16 named storms
St. Kitts, Nevis on hurricane super-highway to U.S. mainland

Hurricane



By staff writer

Even if St. Kitts and
Nevis do not experience
the number of hurricanes
predicted by the National
Oceanographic and
A t m o s p h e r i c
Administration (NOAA)
Climate Prediction
Centre, it only takes one
to totally change every-
one’s lives.

“While seasonal fore-
casts may vary from year
to year – some high,
some low – it only takes
one storm to significantly
disrupt your life,” stated
FEMA Deputy
Administrator Joseph

Nimmich. “Preparing for
the worst can keep you,
your family, and first
responders out of harm’s
way.

These small steps can
save lives when disaster
strikes.

Develop a family com-
munications plan, build
an emergency supply kit
for your home, and make
sure you and your family
know your evacuation
route.

Gather together your
insurance and emer-
gency-related financial
documents and put them

in a safe place where
they can be taken with
you if evacuation is nec-
essary.

Stock up on essentials
like canned food, bottled
water and batteries so
that if the power goes
out, you and your family
will be able to survive
without assistance for at
least three days.

Prepare a property inven-
tory of items now,
including photographs or
a video of each room so
that actual damage will
be easy to confirm after
the disaster.

Know where to go. If you
are ordered to evacuate
know the best route to
take and the nearest
emergency centre to you.

Put together a disaster
supply kit, including a
flashlight, batteries, cash,
first aid supplies, and
copies of your critical
information if you need
to evacuate.

If you are not in an area
that is advised to evacu-
ate and you decide to
stay in your home, plan
for adequate supplies in
case you lose power and
water for several days
and you are not able to

leave due to flooding or
blocked roads.

Ask the authorities if
they have text or email
alerting systems for
emergency notifications.
To find out what alerts
are available in your
area, search the Internet
with your town, city, or

county name and the
word “alerts.”

A brief list of available
emergency shelter loca-
tions appears below, this
is not a comprehensive
list, you should check
your area to determine
where you and your fam-
ily should go.
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ST. PAULS PARISH
Elquemedo Willett Park
Pavilion, Stoney Grove;
Alberto Payne Community
Centre, Bath Village; Girl
Guides Headquarters, Stoney
Grove; and Anglican Church
Hall, Charlestown.

ST. JOHNS PARISH
St. John’s Anglican Church;
Fig Tree Sports Complex;
Church Ground; Old St. John’s
Primary School (1st Floor);
Brown Pasture Cox &
Beaumont Church of God of
Prophecy, Cox; and Prospect
Community Centre, Prospect.

ST. JAMES PARISH
Seventh Day Adventist
Church, Mannings; Butlers
Church of God, Bricklyn;
Beulah Seventh Day Adventist
Church, Beulah; Camps
Combermere Community
Centre, Combermere; and
Fountain Community Centre,
Fountain.

ST. GEORGES PARISH
Ebenezer Church of God, Old
Manor Estate; Wesleyan
Holiness Church, Buck’s Hill;
Calvary Baptist Church,
Rawlins; Hickman’s

Community Centre,
Hickmans; Pond Hill
Community Centre, Pond Hill;
Hanley’s Road Community

Centre, Hanleys Road; and
Zion Gospel Chapel, Zion.

ST. THOMAS PARISH
Cotton Ground Community
Centre, Cotton Ground;
Jessups Community Centre,
Jessups; Adult Education
Centre, Barnes Ghaut.

EMERGENCY SHELTER LOCATIONS

Hurricane season underway,
St. Kitts/Nevis residents be prepared



By Monique Washington

The aroma of fresh-
cooked pork dishes and
many varieties of pork
products were displayed
during the island’s first
Pork Festival held Friday
(May 27) at the
Charlestown Public
Market. The festival
opened at 9 a.m. and
closed at 6 p.m.

The Department of
Agriculture sponsored
the event during
Agriculture Awareness
Month as part of an
ongoing effort to mini-
mize an oversupply of

pork on the island. This
year the event’s theme
was “Adapting to
Climate Change to
Achieve Greater Food
Security.”

The Abattoir, the island’s
main pork and processed
protein distributor, dis-
played an array of pig’s
feet, pig mouth, ham,
pork nuggets, pork burg-
ers, three varieties of
pork sausages, diced
pork and a new seasoned
pork roast.

Permanent Secretary of
Agriculture Eric Evenly
told the Observer the

event was planned to let
Nevisians know there is
an oversupply of pork on
Nevis.

“Due to the oversupply
of pork we decided to
have a pork festival,”
Eric Evenly, said. “The
goal of this event was to
sell pork and pork prod-
ucts we have produce at
the Abattoir.

“The Department of
Agriculture does not
raise pigs, but we have a
number of livestock
farmers on the island that
raise them,” Evenly said.
“People are surprised to

hear we have an over-
supply of pork because
Nevisians love pork,
pork is consumed
widely and many live-
stock farmers have
decided to produce
pork.”

Evelyn noted,
“Although there is an
oversupply of pork,
some supermarkets
still import a small per-
centage of pork.
Imported pork is still
being sold in the super-
market but the
Department of
Agriculture is trying to
push ‘buy local eat
local.’ Products pro-
duced on the island is
of superior quality
compared to what we
get overseas.”

P.S. Evelyn pointed out
that a similar initiative
was undertaken serval
years ago with beef.

“We had a beef festival,
because we had an over-
supply of beef and
because of that initiative
there is not enough beef

on the island now. So we
wondering if we would
see the same thing with
pork,” P.S. Evelyn com-
mented.

Evelyn thanked everyone
for the support of this
first-time initiative and
noted the Pork Festival
the event might be held
again next year.
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DOA hosts pork festival
P.S. Nevis has an oversupply
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By staff writer

The US Securities and
Exchange Commission
(SEC) announced it has
followed an allegedly
fraudulent scheme and
discovered a chain-of-
events that has led inves-
tigators to a local attor-
ney in St. Kitts and the
Citizen by Investment
Program. The scenario
began June 2015 in
Reno, Nevada when the
SEC got involved in the
investigation.

An SEC statement claims
Nevada-attorney and res-
ident David B. Kaplan
was behind an allegedly
fraudulent scheme that
raised $15.8 million from
26 investors in eight
states. Of the $15.8 mil-
lion, the SEC complaint
says, “approximately
$385,000 was sent to St.
Kitts and Nevis and at
least $79,394 was wired
to a St. Kitts law firm to
obtain passports and/or
St. Kitts and Nevis citi-
zenship for Kaplan and
his wife.

The SEC filed its first
complaint against the
couple on May 19
(Friday). One day later
the court issued a tempo-
rary restraining order and
a freeze against the assets
of and three entities
Kaplan controls:
S y n c h r o n i z e d
Organizational Solutions
International Ltd.
(SOSI), Synchronized
Organizational Solutions
LLC (SOS), and Manna
International Enterprises
Ltd.

Team Unity issues state-
ment

On March 30, the Team
Unity administration
reacted to the SEC state-
ment by issuing its own
statement, saying it
decided to revoke the
passports it issued to
David B. Kaplan and his
wife Lisa M. Kaplan. At
the same time Team
Unity reiterated “a com-
mitment to the highest
level of due diligence
and transparency in rela-
tion to the Citizenship-
by-Investment Program.”

The statement
c o n t i n u e d ,
“Based on the
SEC actions, the
Kaplans’ applica-
tion was
processed after
appropriate due
diligence checks
by a highly rep-
utable, interna-
t i o n a l l y
renowned due
diligence service
provider that found no
evidence of impropriety
or illegal activity.”

It continued, “Based on
the filing by the U.S.
Security Exchange
Commission, which was
released on May 27th,
2016, the Government of
St. Kitts and Nevis has
decided to revoke the
passports with immediate
effect.”

SEC complaint
unsealed May 20

The SEC’s complaint,
was filed on May 19,
2016, was unsealed May
20, in the U.S. District
Court for the District of
Nevada-Reno, and fraud
charges levelled against
Kaplan and three entities,
S y n c h r o n i z e d
Organizational Solutions
International Ltd.
(SOSI), Synchronized
Organizational Solutions
LLC (SOS), and Manna
International Enterprises
Ltd.

According to the com-
plaint, Kaplan repeatedly
lied to prospective
investors by stating that
their funds would be
invested in a low-risk,
private off-shore trading
program that would be
provide estimated
monthly profits of 10
percent. The complaint
alleges that Kaplan did
not use investor funds as
promised but instead:

Used at least $2.3 million
for his personal benefit,
including $592,000 to
buy and re-model a con-
dominium in Nevada,
and $79,394 wired to a
St. Kitts law firm to
obtain St. Kitts and Nevis
passports and/or citizen-
ship for Kaplan and his

wife;

Sent $1.1 million to his
wife, Lisa Kaplan, a pur-
ported charitable founda-
tion, and a corporation
that Kaplan controlled;

Invested at least
$360,000 in an invest-
ment program offered by
WMA Enterprises LLC,
an allegedly fraudulent
scheme at the centre of a
federal criminal indict-
ment in Ohio; and

Made approximately
$1.8 million in Ponzi-like
payments to other
investors.

SEC takes emergency
action

On May 20, 2016, the
court issued a temporary
restraining order freezing
the assets of Kaplan,
SOSI, and the other
defendant entities, and
prohibiting them from
soliciting, accepting, or
depositing any monies
from actual or prospec-
tive investors while the
order is in effect. The
order further requires
Kaplan and the defen-
dants to repatriate for-
eign assets within seven
days. In addition, the
court issued an asset
freeze against Lisa M.
Kaplan, the Water-
Walking Foundation Inc.,
and Manna Investments
LLC, the relief defen-
dants who are alleged to
have received investor
funds to which they have
no legitimate claim.

The SEC brought its
emergency enforcement
action to ensure that no
further securities law
violations are committed,

Continued on page 21

SEC investigates Nevada-
based attorney; Money trail

leads to St. Kitts CBI program
Team Unity revokes
Kaplan’s passports
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Creating jobs for young
people could help com-
bat crime in the
Federation, according to
Dr. Terrance Drew,
deputy chair-person of
the St. Kitts-Nevis
Labour Party.

Dr. Drew in an interview
with The Observer said,
‘Crime must be con-
demned in all forms and
there is no justification
for anybody committing
crime.’ But he said there
is a need for a multi-
faceted approach to
fighting the problem.

‘We think there needs to
be a strategy with multi-
ple aspects to fighting
crime and creating

opportunities for young
people,’ he added.
‘What I would like to
do is call on the govern-
ment to put the youth
program that they have
promised so our youths
can have meaningful
employment so that
crime can decrease.’

A vocal critic, Dr. Drew
said government offi-
cials must remove poli-
tics from crime and
should focus on getting
to the heart of the prob-
lem. He added that he
and the Labour Party are
concerned that young
people are not being
able to complete their
education and find a
meaningful job.

Dr. Drew had been
involved in controversy
with the government

after being overlooked
for a position as an
internist at the hospital.

He was not given doc-
umentation to treat
patients at the JN
France Hospital. He
accused the adminis-
tration of placing a
hold on the REACH
program and the
People’s Employment
program which affects
employment and train-
ing for young people.
He also said too many
young people are leav-
ing college without
the necessary skills to
fill the job market.

At his monthly press
conference, Prime
Minister The Hon. Dr.

Timothy Harris said a
number of job openings
are available in the con-

struction industry.
However, Dr. Drew
rebuffed that claim and
accused the Prime
Minister of lying.

‘I would say the Prime
Minister is not being
truthful with the public,’
he stated. ‘I know that
Koi Resort would have
cut back the program
they have because of
investment.’

The Federation has been
stunned recently by a
number of murders and
robberies of major busi-
ness establishments.
Several people have been
arrested in connection
with those crimes.
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Dr. Drew on job creation and crime

Dr. Terrance Drew
Deputy chair-person of the St. Kitts-Nevis Labour Party
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By Staff Writer

The government is refus-
ing to comment on the
date to distribute housing
that was built under the
Labour administration
despite an announcement
that they are beginning
their housing initiative.

Prime Minister The Hon.
Dr. Timothy Harris at his
monthly media confer-
ence told reporters the
houses would be distrib-
uted soon but would not
divulge a time frame. He
added that the matter
must be discussed at the
Cabinet level before a

decision can be made.

In April, Eugene
Hamilton, Minister with
Responsibility for hous-
ing, said the government
would distribute 84 hous-
ing units that were built
by the former administra-
tion. That was a bumpy
admission since several
houses were broken into
and items were pilfered.

There have been several
break-ins since that
announcement in Green
Tree and Pine Gardens,
according to the
Minister. He said the
government has lost

seven transformers to
thieves in a short time.
Transformers cost
approximately $2,000
each.

Despite the delays
caused by the thievery,
Mr. Harris noted that the
government has a multi-
million dollar investment
that will come on stream
later this year He said
$30 million in govern-
ment funds has been ear-
marked for the project
which will fulfill a
promise made in the
2015 election campaign-
ing when promises were
made to construct 2,000

houses.

Dr. Harris said since his

administration has start-
ed managing the coun-
try’s resources, the gov-

ernment has been able to
boost the housing plans.
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The Hon Dr. Timothy Harris
Leader of Team Unity Administration

Government mum on housing distribution,
pledges $30 million construction



By Monique Washington

Due to the extended dry
spell across the region
that has caused a major
food shortage for live-
stock on the island, the
Department of
Agriculture-Livestock
Division took the initia-
tive to show and
demonstrate to farmers
ways to have food all
year for their animals.

On Tuesday, Livestock
Division employees
demonstrated how pri-
vate livestock farmers
can prepare a forage
bank. A forage bank is
“any piece of fenced
and cultivated land that
has grass or trees as a
crop to feed animals.”

The demonstration took
place at the Indian
Castle stock banks.
Speaking with the
Observer, Rohan
Claxton, Livestock
Extension officer,
described the complica-
tions farmers have
experienced due to dry
weather.

“A dry spell normally
lasts six months, but
this one has lasted about
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DoA suggests forage banks can solve livestock
food shortage, combat dry spell
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By Staff Writer

With the development of
new hotels in the
Federation and the press-
ing need for water for
residents, the govern-
ment of St. Kitts and
Nevis continues to pro-
mote water development
to satisfy tourist needs
and boost the economy.

Ian ‘Patches’ Liburd,
Minister of Public
Infrastructure, said a
number of hotels that are
not yet under construc-
tion are using a desalina-
tion plant that generates
1.5 million gallons of
water daily to satisfy the

needs of their guest

Mr. Liburd said, ‘There
is a major hotel under
construction and they are
looking at reverse osmo-
sis (to meet their needs).’
He made his remarks in
response to a question at
the Prime Minister’s
monthly press confer-
ence Monday, May 30.

The reporter’s question
dealt with the construc-
tion of new hotels and
the anticipated dry spell
the Federation may face
over the next two years.
Liburd said the Cabinet
has considered the possi-
ble relocation and retro-

fitting of a desalination
plant that has laid idle for
the past seven years.

He told reporters the
facility cost the govern-
ment over EC$7 million.
He also revealed that a
site in East Basseterre is
under consideration as a
possible new location for
the plant. If it became
operational, it would
help the government’s
efforts to change to the
24-hoour water period in
St. Kitts and Nevis. Over
the past year, the
Federation and other
Caribbean islands in the
district have been affect-
ed by a drought.

To maintain a
steady flow
of water to
everyone in
t h e
Federa t ion ,
the Water
Department is
implementing
a system of
w a t e r
r a t i o n i n g ,
with water
being turned
off during
specific times
of the day,
especially in
the evening
hours. This
rationing will continue

even though the govern-
ment expects a good

rainfall in the coming
months.

Ian ‘Patches’ Liburd
Minister Public Infrastructure

Hotels providing own water through
desalination...Minister Liburd



By Monique Washington

The Spanish community
softball tournament
ended Sunday (May 29)
with St. Kitts’
Chapiadore taking home
the championship with
the losing captain blam-
ing the loss on his pitch-
er.

Speaking with the
Observer on Wednesday,
Chamaco Calderon,
Softball Association
president and captain of
Chamaco’s Barbershop
softball team laid blame
on pitcher Carlos Santos.

“Sunday we were play-
ing the best out of three,”
Calderon explained.
“Chapiadore won the
first game 7-5; Chamaco
Barbershop team won the
second game 5-4. In the
third game the score was
Chapiadore, 7, Chamaco,
6 in the last inning.
Santos was pitching, but
his behavior got a disci-
pline card from the refer-
ee and he was kicked out
the game.”

Calderon said Santos was
his best pitcher, and has
been his best pitcher for
many seasons. After
Santos was kicked out
the game, Calderon said
he had to replace him
with someone who was-
n’t as good.

“Because of that we

lost,” Calderon said. “At
the end the St.Kitts team
said thank you for letting
them win.”

Six teams with 15 play-
ers entered the competi-
tion this year. Games
were played from April
17 to May 29. Cervecero,
Chapiadore, and
Peluguevo, in St. Kitts;
and Bravo de Nevis,
Astor de Nevis and
Chamaco Barber Shop,
in Nevis.

The softball league meets
four times per year, dur-
ing the Dominican
R e p u b l i c ’ s
Independence, the
Dominican Republic’s
Mother’s Day, the
Dominican Republic’s

Father’s Day and
Christmas. Matches are
played during seven con-
secutive Sundays.

Despite Calderon’s dis-
appointment in losing the
championship he said the
teams are preparing to
travel to Monserrat. They
will have a Father’s Day
Softball Tournament in
July.

In a previous interview
Calderon pointed out, “In
Santa Domingo we play
baseball all the time, it is
very important to us.
Every year many Santa
Domingo players, some
as young as 16, are
recruited to join major
baseball teams in the
states (United States). So

baseball gives us many
opportunities to make a
great life for ourselves

and our families.”

The winning team
Chapiadore received the

winner’s trophy and will
have a celebration party
at a later date.

By Monique Washington

After the introduction of the Foreign
Account Tax Compliance Act (FATCA)
the financial institution are now more
persistent in having all U.S. citizens
sign a W-9 form.

The Prime Minister and Minister in
charge of Finance in the Federal
Government Hon Dr. Timothy Harris
signed the agreement with the United
States of America government to
implement the U.S. Foreign Account
Tax Compliance Act (FATCA) in
August of 2015.

The U.S.Congress enacted the FATCA
in 2010. It requires all foreign banks to
report information to the U.S. Internal
Revenue Service(IRS)about financial
accounts held by U.S. taxpayers or by
foreign entities in which US taxpayers
hold a substantial ownership interest.

According to a US Embassy Press

Release, “Enacted by the U.S.
Congress in 2010, FATCA targets non-
compliance by U.S. taxpayers using
foreign accounts. FATCA requires for-
eign financial institutions to report to
the Internal Revenue Service informa-
tion about financial accounts held by
U.S. taxpayers, or by foreign entities in
which U.S. taxpayers hold a substantial
ownership interest.”

Since then banks, insurance companies
and offshore institutions are required to
have U.S. citizens and Green Card
holder sign a W-9 form, Request for
Taxpayer Identification and certifica-
tion form.

According to a representative of the St.
Kitts Nevis Anguilla National Bank, all
Green Card holders and U.S. Citizens
are required to fill out the W-9 form.
They noted funds of US$50,000 must
be reported to the IRS. They advised if
a customer refuses to comply, the bank
is obligated to report to the IRS that the

customer refusal to fill out the form.

All information collected by the banks
will be sent to Inland Revenue
Department,which will then report to
the IRS.

According to the agreement signed,
amongst the taxable funds are “a
Preexisting Individual Account that is a
Cash Value Insurance Contract or an
Annuity Contract with a balance or
value of $250,000 or less as of June 30,
2014. A Preexisting Individual Account
that is a Cash Value Insurance Contract
or an Annuity Contract, provided the
law or regulations of Saint Kitts and
Nevis or the United States effectively
prevent the sale of such a Cash Value
Insurance Contract or an Annuity
Contract to U.S. residents (e.g., if the
relevant Financial Institution does not
have the required registration under
U.S. law, and the law of Saint Kitts and
Nevis requires reporting or withholding
with respect to insurance products held

by residents of Saint Kitts and Nevis).
4. ADepositoryAccount with a balance
of $50,000 or less.”

U.S. Ambassador to Barbados, the
Eastern Caribbean, and the
Organization of Eastern Caribbean
States, Larry Palmer has been quoted
saying “Every year, tax evasion
deprives governments of all sizes of
much-needed resources to fund public
services and investments,”

He added that “The United States wel-
comes St. Kitts and Nevis’ commitment
to enhancing global financial trans-
parency by improving international tax
compliance. Today’s signing marks a
significant development in our nations’
collaborative efforts to combat offshore
tax evasion- an objective that mutually
benefits our two countries. FATCA is
yet one more example of the deep and
substantial ways in which the
economies of St. Kitts and Nevis and
the United States are linked.”
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Softball Trophy heads to St. Kitts
Nevis Captain Blames Pitcher for loss
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U.S. citizens living in Nevis must give
account information to IRS



18 months,” Claxton
said. “The weather has
caused high mortality in
our livestock. There is
not enough water for the
sheep and goats, they
must walk long dis-
tances looking for water
and are being exposed
to dog attacks.”

“The dry season has had
a major impact on grass
and shrubs used to feed
the animals,” Claxton
explained. “This has
caused some livestock
farmers to travel long
distances to find food
for their animals.”

Claxton described the
importance of maintain-
ing a forage bank to
farmers. By maintaining
a forage bank for the

dry season, food will be
available to feed their
livestock.

“In the long run, the
livestock will reach the
market early with high-
quality meat and car-
cass weight,” Claxton
said. “The farmers will
benefit from feeding the
animals grass, shrub
tress, legumes and for-
age. This combination
will give the livestock a
balanced diet.”

Claxton pointed out that
the Livestock Division
now owns 48 heads of
Brahman Zebu cattle,
60 heads of Senpol Red
Poll cattle, and mixed
breed sheep and goats.
The livestock are fed
quick stick, mulberry
and Maringa, all of
which have a high nutri-

tion value.

Due to the staggering
dry spell, Claxton said
the government invest-
ed approximately
$20,000 in the foraging
bank.

“The endeavor was
costly,” Claxton

explained. “In my esti-
mation, some specially-
coated wire was import-
ed from China to with-
stand the effect of sea
blast (winds). Other
material brought the
cost of the irrigation
system close to
$10,000. In my estima-
tion this project would

cost about $20,000.”

Claxton said livestock
owners could begin a
foraging bank in their
backyard on as small as
a 100 by 100 foot plot.
He said the Livestock
Division is willing to
help farmers with grass,
tress, seeds and cane

cuttings. If properly
watered, the crops take
18 to 21-days to rejuve-
nate.

The forage banks at
Indian Castle sit on a
five-and-a-half acre
piece of land. They are
used solely for govern-
ment-owned animals.

money in their mattresses
or burying it in their
yard.”

He stressed that cus-
tomers of the RBC and
RBTT now have to find
an appropriate institu-
tional place to open new
savings accounts and
advised that
Governments and the
Eastern Caribbean
Central Bank as well as
banking and financial
economists need to come
up with a way to give
small account holders a
safe place.

Astaphan also addressed
the question on the possi-
bility of the Government
imposing legislation to
regulate bank charges.

“The Government has a
regulatory arrangement
in terms of telecoms ser-
vices,” he explained.
“Telecoms services are
considered to be an
essential and critical
aspect of our economic
and social activity. This
was part and parcel of the
breaking of the Cable
and Wireless monopoly.
While there is not a
monopoly by any one
bank, it is possible that
the banks might just have
nuance differences in
their menu of charges
rather than substantive
differences. They may be
all of the same charges
but with slight differ-
ences and variations. So
in that sense, moving
from one bank to anoth-

er, you may be moving
from one frying pan into
the fire as I earlier said.

“I think it is a fair discus-
sion for these countries
to have our societies, the
body politic, as to
whether a formal regula-
tory or not ought to be
put in place in terms of
bank charges. One might
say that you are interfer-
ing in private enterprise,
but you have to find a
way to bring equity and
balance between the
interest of service
provider and the con-
sumer.

“So my short answer is
that I think the
Governments need to
look into the situation

and, of course, the
Central Bank and the
banks and people who
represent the consumers’
interest, and the society
at large to have a discus-
sion on it to see how
these things could be
brought into a more equi-
table position. For exam-
ple, the spread between
the banks give and the
interest the banks charge
is an extremely high
spread. You put that par-
ticularly with the context
of the high credulity that
the banks have and the
IMF reported high non-
performing loan situa-
tion. Why are people not
paying their loans as they
ought to? Is it because
they are bad, is it because
they are mischievous, is

it because they are dis-
honest? Well you may
only have one or two!
But perhaps the answer is
that the majority of bor-
rowers from the banks
are unable to meet the
monthly payments. So,
with lower charges, with
lower interest rates it
would give debtors more
breathing room and bet-
ter enable them to meet
their obligations, while at
the same time keep the
payments more fluid,
keep the cash flowing
and give other people a
chance to go to the banks
and borrow and so
expand the economic
base.”

The Operation Rescue
co-founder is inflexibly

wedded to the belief that
the issue is something
that comes under the eco-
nomic perspective and
that the whole picture has
to be discussed.

“The economic permit;
what’s the spread
between what they give
and what they take is
unfair and too burden-
some for consumers;
whether the minimum
charges need to be
reviewed; and if some-
where along the line
some kind of regulation
has to be put in place for
the protection of con-
sumers without disre-
specting the rights and
mandates of these finan-
cial institutions,” he
asserted.

Mr. Powell continues to
serve as an Ambassador
of St. Kitts and Nevis.”

When asked by the
reporter how bona fide
could it be if Powell did
not received his
Instrument of
Appointment, Dr. Harris
said: “Well you are ask-
ing me a question as if
you have the facts on that
matter. And I am saying
if there are issues that

have been put in relation
to that, then those will be
dealt with appropriately
in the context of the
Cabinet and in the con-
text of the legal frame-
work of the
Government.”

He pointed out that
Powell was active as the
Ambassador and that he
has been pursuing those
assignments, but there
were no inhibitions or
obstruction to him under-
taking the assignments

that were given to him.

“If something has now
unfolded,” he added, “at
the appropriate place we
will have the discus-
sion.”

Prime Minister Harris
claimed that on the last
occasion he spoke with
Powell, the young
Attorney-at-Law had
indicated that he was en
route travelling overseas.

“I myself just returned to
the country, I report, later
this week. So I myself
haven’t had a chance to
have the kind of discus-
sion that I would need
with him in a face-to-
face environment. So he

continues to serve. He
told me he was very
happy being the
Ambassador for the
Team Unity
Administration, and that
was as late as yesterday.

to secure assets from potential dis-
sipation, and to safeguard
investors from further harm. The
SEC’s complaint seeks to have
Kaplan, his firms, and the relief
defendants return their allegedly
ill-gotten gains so that any remain-
ing funds can be returned to vic-
tims of the alleged scheme. The
SEC also is seeking permanent
injunctions against Kaplan, SOSI,
SOS and Manna International, and
to have them pay a civil penalty.
The SEC’s complaint charges that
Kaplan, SOSI, SOS and Manna
International violated Section
17(a) of the Securities Act of
1933, Section 10(b) of the
Securities Exchange Act of 1934
and Rule 10b-5 thereunder, and
charges Kaplan with violating
Section 15(a) of the ExchangeAct.

The SEC’s investigation was con-
ducted by Raven A. Winters and
Luz M. Aguilar and supervised by

Amy S. Cotter of the Chicago
Regional Office. The litigation
will be led by Alyssa A. Qualls.

To add fuel to the fire, Ernst &
Young, a multinational profession-
al services firm in London, has
completed a preliminary review of
the Sugar Industry Diversification
Foundation (SIDF) and deter-
mined there have been some
unsavoury findings. A press
release about the findings was
received by the Observer from the
office of Prime Minister Dr. the
Honourable Timothy Harris. The
release indicates, during the time
being reviewed, the SIDF was
under the auspices of the former
Douglas-led Administration.

Speaking at his monthly press con-
ference, Prime Minister Dr. the
Honourable Timothy Harris, said
that the review of the SIDF opera-
tions over the period 2010-2014,
which he announced on March 15,
is near completion.

“The review has revealed that the
SIDF was operated in a manner
unbecoming of a multi-
million dollar entity. The board of
councillors and senior manage-
ment operated with scant regard
for proper procedures and best
practices expected of those with
fiduciary responsibilities,” Prime
Minister Harris said.

Prime Minister Harris said that
there is need for further forensic
enquiries on certain transactions
and that as soon as that is complete
he will address the nation on the
state of affairs at Kittitian Kill and
Christophe Harbour.

“Both entities were recipient of
significant resources from the
SIDF,” the Prime Minister said.
“The public can rest assured that
where concrete evidence of mis-
feasance or malfeasance is found,
the appropriate action will be
taken.”

C M Y K
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DoA suggests forage banks can solve livestock food shortage, combat dry spell

PM Harris shies away from
direct answers to

Ambassador Powell’s issue
on Diplomatic Passport

SEC investigates Nevada-based attorney;
Money trail leads to St. Kitts CBI program

Astaphan shares his views on RBC saga

From page 18

From page 7

From page 15

From page 3



Basseterre and
Wellington had scores of
account-holders come to
the bank prepared to
close their accounts.

This issue has sparked
controversy between the

honorable leaders Prime
Minister Dr. Hon.
Timothy Harris and
Former Prime Minister
Rt. Cr. Hon. Denzil
Douglas.

The prime minister made
a public statement saying
his government knew

about the planned fees
and noted it “caused
unease amongst the pop-
ulation.”

“Some customers are
exercising their right to
withdraw their funds,” he
said. The prime minister
explained the fee struc-

ture is not isolated to St.
Kitts and Nevis, but
other Caribbean territo-
ries where RBC Bank
customers are also affect-
ed.

Former Prime Minster
and former Minister of
Finance Hon. Douglas

accused the Harris led
administration of “not
showing any interest in
the matter.”

“While the imposition of
the fee is devastating to
low income persons it
has very little effect on
the rich who are among

us,” Hon. Douglas said.
“Our people have been in
a state of panic over this
new charge. There have
been zero statements by
the government until
very, very late, when the
entire country was up in
arms.”

step in claiming the title as the
“Greenest Place on Planet Earth”.

The Federal Foreign Affairs Minister
made these pronouncements during a
recent edition of the Government’s
radio programme ‘Working for You’.

“It is an initiative that we embarked on
some 10 years ago,” he said, adding
that it is definitely worthwhile. “We
finally got to a point where we can say
to the public that based on the agree-

ments entered into, the geothermal
plant should be completed by
December 2017.”

The decade-plus geothermal project
had encountered many challenges and
delays, including funding, as well as
criticisms from the previous
Administration.

The Hon. Joseph Parry, Leader of the
NRP, is adamant that nothing was done
to the project after his party had demit-

ted office.

“What work has been done to geother-
mal in Nevis since 2013?
Nothing...nada! In 2014 Mr. Amory
said they will take three years, and
nothing has happened. This is 2016. If
you were to say something happens
tomorrow and you add three years, is
2019.”

In his 2012 New Year’s message to the
citizens and residents of Nevis, the then

Premier said: “This Government will
continue its efforts to bring geothermal
energy to this country. We have over-
come many hurdles and we will suc-
ceed in the end.”

However, in response, Brantley
remarked, “...The year 2011 saw the
last rites being read for the much vaunt-
ed geothermal project which was killed
by mismanagement and incompetence
of the NRP regime.”

Sullivan said NOAA’s Weather and
Climate Operational Supercomputer
System is now running at record speed,
with the capacity to process and analyse
earth observations at quadrillions of
calculations per second to support
weather, water and climate forecast
models. She said this investment will
advance the field of meteorology and
improve global forecasts.

The computers — called Luna and
Surge — are located at computing cen-
tres in Reston, Virginia and Orlando,
Florida. They are now running at 2.89
petaflops each for a new total of 5.78
petaflops of operational computing
capacity, up from 776 teraflops of pro-
cessing power last year.

Tidal wave of data

“This significant investment in our
operational supercomputers equips us
to handle the tidal wave of data that
new observing platforms will generate
and allows us to push our science and
operations into exciting new territory,”
said Sullivan.

“The faster runs and better spatial and
temporal resolution that Luna and
Surge provide will allow NOAA to
improve our environmental intelligence
dramatically, giving the public faster
and better predictions of weather, water
and climate change.”

Sullivan said the ultimate goal of
investment in operational and research

supercomputing capacity is to build
resilient communities by arming people
with reliable environmental intelligence
to make good decisions.

The increase in supercomputing
strength will allow NOAA to roll out a
series operational model upgrades
throughout 2016. The most important
impact of this computing power will be
to increase the accuracy of their predic-
tions about hurricane activity. For
example:

HWRF upgrades will mark the first
time NOAA models have had direct
connections between the air, ocean and
waves to improve forecasts of hurricane
tracks and intensity. This upgrade will
increase the number of storms NOAA

can forecast for at any given time to 8.

Upgrades to the High Resolution Rapid
Refresh Model (HRRR) will help mete-
orologists predict the amount, timing
and type of precipitation in winter
storms and the timing location and
structure severe thunderstorms.

In the fall, NOAAwill launch GOES-R,
a next generation weather satellite that
will scan the Earth five times faster,
with a resolution four times greater than
ever before, to produce much sharper
images of hurricanes and other severe
weather.

Implementation of the Weather
Research and Forecasting Hydrologic
Modelling System (WRF-Hydro) will
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NOAA predicts 70 percent likelihood of 10 to 16 named stormsFrom page 12

Premier Amory says one of the geothermal wells was sabotagedFrom page 11

When questioned about how long it
will take to resolve the issues,
Swanston said he could not say, but
assured customers the problem will be
resolved in a “short time.”

Swanston urged all customers to pro-

tect their appliances until the generator
is repaired.

“It is very important for all customers
to protect their appliances to prevent
electrical damage,” Swanston said.
“Buying a surge protector and plugging
your appliances in to it can help.”
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‘The hub of the matter is
really the delay in the
court that we cannot
make any payment in
relation to any

deceased,” he stated.
‘“We are advised that we
ought not because we can
be held liable unless
these matters are passed
through the court.”

The prime minister
declared the government
realizes the amounts
being paid were signifi-
cantly below estate
value. This caused the

government to move to
the National Assembly to
raise the threshold on
small estates.

He added, “We went to
parliament and changed
the law to increase what
is considered the appro-
priate value of the thresh-
old for the small estates.
If it is a small estate, it is

much easier to go
through the usual
process, but if it is large,
it is more cumbersome.”
He said the decision was
made to bring some lee-
way to people seeking
payment.

Dr. Harris suggested
there may be another step
the government could

take to speed up judicial
proceedings, but he did
not go into detail on what
that might be. It is also
unclear if relatives of
people who cam from
other island nations to
work in the sugar indus-
try would be able to col-
lect from the restoration
fund.

PM Harris: Delay in deceased sugar workers payment is with the court
From page 9

RBTT bank official denies added charges on Nevis accounts
From page 10

have we degenerated to
this. Little wonder the
entire government is so
slow to even taking up a
glass of water.
Everything is on hold in
St. Kitts and Nevis as the
seniors without viscosity,
verve or vitality shuffle
with laden feet long time

over the hill of service
but now come back to
cash in for their swan
song. Nothing will get
done in St. Kitts and
Nevis with this motley
senior citizens crew.
Youth see no future
when they have to wait
until they are 70+ to get a
little P.S. job. Take
Lawrence and his ilk not

yet 60 but who can boast
real achievement and I
hope some real money.

Sorry Pastor Ron we
need a miracle to have a
resurgence of youth and
vigour in our public ser-
vice. Perhaps the
Church should be in per-
petual prayer. Que
Lastima!

The Gerontocracy Sits Enthroned in St.Kitts and Nevis
In The Public Interest

From page 4

The St. Kitts-Nevis Observer for the Best Independent News Coverage in The Federation
if you have a news story, give us a call at 469-5907

Two broken generators cause Nevis electrical outages
From page 8

Continued on page 23
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Coolie Auto Repairs
Wanted (1) secretary

with 2 years experience
Call: 663:8637

SPANISH GARAGE
Wanted (1) Mechanic with 5 Years

experience, Call: 667-0430/6604084

EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT

BOOK YOUR SPACE NOW AND
ADVERTISING YOUR BUSINESS

CARDS IN THE OBSERVER
CLASSIFIEDS CALL 469-5907

General Construction
Jehovah Jireh, Need

Carpenter with 3 yrs or more
experience, call 869-763-3536

WANTED
2 Upholsterers with 3 years
experience. Call: 665-5917

expand the National
Weather Service’s cur-
rent water quantity fore-
casts at 3,600 locations to
forecasts of flow, soil
moisture, snow water
equivalent, evapotranspi-
ration, runoff and other
parameters for 2.67 mil-
lion river and stream
locations across the
country, representing a
700-fold increase in spa-
tial density. This new
information, provided
nationally at the neigh-
bourhood scale, will
enable forecasters to
more accurately predict
droughts and floods, and
better support water

resources decisions.

The increase in super-
computing capacity
comes via a $44.5 million
investment using
NOAA’s operational high
performance computing
contract with IBM, $25
million of which was
provided through the
U.S. Disaster Relief
Appropriations Act of
2013 related to the conse-
quences of Hurricane
Sandy. Cray Inc., head-
quartered in Seattle,
serves as a subcontractor
for IBM providing the
new systems to NOAA.

NOAA’s mission is to
understand and predict
changes in the Earth’s
environment, from the
depths of the ocean to the
surface of the sun, and to
conserve and manage our
coastal and marine
resources.

Other improvements
planned in late summer

Coming online later this
season are major new
investments to further
improve NOAA’s ability
to monitor hurricanes as
they form and provide
more timely and accurate
warnings for their

impacts. NOAA’s new
National Water Model –
set to launch later this
summer – will provide
hourly water forecasts for
700 times more locations
than our current flood
forecast system, greatly
enhancing our ability to
forecast inland flooding
from tropical systems. In
the fall, NOAA will
launch GOES-R, a next
generation weather satel-
lite that will scan the
Earth five times faster,
with a resolution four
times greater than ever
before, to produce much
sharper images of hurri-
canes and other severe

weather.

NOAA works with a
number of partners in the
private and public sectors
to ensure communities
and businesses have the
information they need to
act well ahead of a land-
falling hurricane.

NOAA will issue an
updated outlook for the
Atlantic hurricane season
in early August, just prior
to the peak of the season.

NOAA also issued its
outlook for the eastern
Pacific and central
Pacific basins. The cen-

tral Pacific hurricane out-
look calls for equal 40
percent chance of a near-
normal or above-normal
season with 4-7 tropical
cyclones likely. The east-
ern Pacific hurricane out-
look calls for a 40 per-
cent chance of a near-
normal hurricane season,
a 30 percent chance of an
above-normal season and
a 30 percent chance of a
below-normal season.
That outlook calls for a
70 percent probability of
13-20 named storms, of
which 6-11 are expected
to become hurricanes,
including 3-6 major hur-
ricanes.

NOAA predicts 70 percent likelihood of 10 to 16 named stormsFrom page 22

SARAH BARBERSHOP
1 barber wanted with 3 yrs experience

Call: 665-8610
Urgently required experience

tailor and seamstress needed at
CJs Tailoring upper College

Street. Call: 6604523

ZACARIAS LANDSCAPING
Wanted one (1) worker with two (2) years
experience, Call - 869-667-9914/764-5217

A company in St. Kitts is looking for a qualified
chilled water and VRF technician. Email resume

to: comfortairco@yahoo.com and qualified
applicants will be contacted

Bartender needed at
Nats Bar and Grill

Please Call:
760-7277/668-5179

DD’s Hairbraiding is seeking
(1) hair braider/stylist

Call: 469-5878/665-2367

3 Bedroom 2 bathroom
House For Rent in Hamilton.
Call 765-0807 or 664-3077
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