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By a Staff Writer

Minister of State
with Responsibility
for Health Hon.
Senator Wendy C.
Phipps issued a
press release on
Thursday evening
denying that nei-
ther the St. Kitts
and Nevis govern-
ment or the Joseph
N. France General
Hospital have

engaged in any stem cell
project. The release indi-
cated that the
Regenerative Medicine
Project is temporarily
housed at the hospital
and explained the depar-
ture of JNFGH Chief
Medical Officer (CMO)
Dr. Patrick Martin was
part of an ongoing dis-
cussion about his retire-
ment.

Hon. Senator Phipps

confirmed a research
project involving the use
of plasma-based infusion
therapies to some over-
seas patients was
approved by the
Government. She said, as
approved, the project
will not extend to any
residents of St. Kitts and
Nevis.

“The project is a Phase 2-
staged Clinical Trial of a
research initiative,” Hon.

Senator Phipps said,
“that has already
received US-Food &
Drug Administration
(FDA) level-one
approval.”

“Private-sector partners
of the project include the
St. Kitts Marriott (Royal

Plastics Group); St. Kitts
Biomedical Research
Foundation – in an advi-
sory

capacity; Canadian busi-
nessman, Mr Kevin
Klein; and two other
investors, including a
Brazilian medical
group.”

The release describes this
initiative as part of the
Government’s commit-
ment to diversify the
economy via targeted
investments in medical
tourism and the medical
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Hon. Senator Wendy C. Phipps
Minister of State with Responsibility for Health

Health Minister denies stem cell involvement;
Describes hospital CMO’s retirement as ‘expected’
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Some weeks ago we
wrote an article chroni-
cling the numerous
senior citizens employ-
ment by the TUG since
February 2015. We have
had some encouraging
reviews of said article.
Over the next weeks we
shall be dealing with
another sour thumb in
the St. Kitts Nevis saga.
We return then to the
empowerment or lack
thereof of our youths.

Let us return to the days
of our first national hero
Rt. Excellent Robert
Llewellyn Bradshaw.
Recall with me that
Bradshaw chose a young
man from St. Pauls to be
Headmaster of the St.
Kitts Nevis Grammar
School at the tender age
of 24. That fellow was
Eustace Esdaille. My
peers who went to
Grammar School under
Esdaille’s tutelage still
speak of him with fond-
ness and awe today some
forty years since he left.
Esdaille at 24 has had a
more lasting memory
than all who came before

and after at that bastion
of learning. Recall with
me that Bradshaw in
1975 chose a young man
to be the Governor of St.
Kitts Nevis & Anguilla
when that post was
almost reserved for the
retirees. Sir Probyn
Inniss was a mere 38
years old when he
accepted that high office.
He carried it with
resounding dignity and
decorum. As a young
man of 18 in Basseterre I
was lifted to another
planet to see what can be
achieved by the very
young for the very many
be they young or old.
The list goes on. We are
here talking of the
empowerment of youth.
We say in economics and
finance that ‘a rising tide
lifts all boats”. Likewise
youth empowerment lifts
all in the country. There
is a different drumbeat
and the marchers move
swiftly through their
paces. If at all youth do
not stay in office they
have had the experience
early and can certainly
make their marks in

other fields. Neither Sir
Probyn nor Dr. Esdaille
are serving in their
respective positions but
both they and us have
been better for the expe-
rience.

It is not that senior citi-
zens cannot think and
have ideas. It is that they
cannot connect with the
whole cross section of
the populace. What is
more you can have all
the ideas you need ener-
gy for effort to execute
same. Youth carries
with it execution. It is
not surprising or is it
unexpected that people
over sixty in a meeting
tends to be turned off
after the first hour. They
subsequently sleep after
that. You could then
conceivably have cabinet
meeting with sleepers
and slumberers while
serious matters of state
are being discussed and
dispensed with. The
same could be said of all
senior civil servants
employed by a P.M. who

A few weeks ago, there was a commentary in the media about
Team Unity’s alleged failure to deliver on its campaign promis-
es one quarter of the way into its term. The expectation
seemed to be that the ‘promises’ are iron clad contracts that
must be delivered within a specific time frame. There is also a
perception that the Team is cracking up; a perception now being
strengthened, according to the some pundits, by the Powell
issue.

We are not defending the performance of any group in
Government, nor endorsing the performance of any group in
Opposition. But we want to make the point that the way things
seem is not always the way things are. All that glitters is not
gold. Donald Trump is quite smart to describe his promises as
suggestions that are open to refinement and even outright
change when he gets into office. We, too, would be smart not
to accept hook, line and sinker every word that is uttered by
politicians.

We must also understand that not all of the information avail-
able to government will be immediately shared with the public,
even under a freedom of information act. Some information is
sensitive and must be held back; and some information is
incomplete and requires time to properly unravel. Patience is
required and trust in our leaders (in and out of government).
Notice we said trust, not blind faith. That is sure to err, and in
government, to err is costly.

We recount a story of an Opposition party in the UK, arguing
against the Government’s refusal to grant citizenship to a promi-
nent foreign businessman. When the then Opposition was
voted into Office, it too refused to grant citizenship to the said
businessman. When questioned, the Minister responded by
saying he now knows what he didn’t know before; and now
knowing also refused to grant citizenship to the businessman.

Politics seems to be the art of reducing your beam to a mole
while building up the opposition’s mole into a beam. Sadly, the
truth is that our leaders seem not to be learning that the job isn’t
done until the paperwork is done; and that no information and
too little information is worse than bad information.Nature
abhors a vacuum and silencegenerates loose threads. The
vacuum will be filled with innuendos; then the loose threads
willbe pulled to reveal the nakedness of government.

That is not a reassuring scenario.
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Editorial
Motes & Beams

Letter to the Editor

Dear Sir/Madam,

Corporal punishment is
defined by one dictio-
nary as “physical punish-
ment, such as caning or
flogging.” Merriam
Webster Dictionary
defines corporal punish-
ment as “punishment that
involves hitting some-
one.” Corporal punish-
ment has been a subject
of much controversy in
Society as to whether or
not it is right.

Of course, Almighty God
is in the BEST position
to answer this question.
Proverbs 23:13, 14 states
in part in the King James
Version: “Withhold not
correction from the
child: for if thou beatest
him with the rod, he shall

not die. Thou shalt beat
him with the rod...” (See
also Proverbs 22:15) The
answer is quite clear.
God’s Word, the Bible,
supports Corporal pun-
ishment as a form of dis-
ciplining/correcting a
child.

Of course, if a parent or
guardian beats a child to
the point of injuring the
child, such as leaving
marks, cuts, bruises, and
swelling etc, that will be
abuse. But proper beat-
ing, with no physical
injury, is alright accord-
ing to God, our Maker,
who knows far better
than we do. Psalm 95: 6;
Revelation 4: 11.

When parents train their
children in the right way
as the Scriptures encour-
age at Proverbs 1: 8 etc,

it lessens the need for
Corporal punishment at
home or elsewhere.

However, when children
are not properly trained,
unfortunately, they may
have to be disciplined by
corporal punishment.
Sad to say, some parents
behave worse than their
children. What a shame
that is!

Parents and guardians
should set the example in
displaying good behav-
iour and training children
according to God’s
Word. Then they can
rejoice when their chil-
dren conduct themselves
well, making them
proud. Proverbs 23: 24,
25. Revealing a Truth!

Yours respectfully,
Brianna Patterson
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By Monique Washington

A 15-year-old youth pled
guilty in Magistrate’s
Court on Tuesday to
wounding another young
man by cutting his hand
for refusing to transport
his drugs.

A Charlestown juvenile
faced the Magistrate
Yasmine Clarke and told
the court he was very
sorry for what he did. He
pleaded guilty to wound-
ing.

According to the facts
presented by Police
Prosecutor Inspector
Eurita Collins-Percival,

on March 23 the accused
juvenile called another
youngster to his house.
The defendant asked the
young boy to carry some
drugs for him to New
Castle. The young man
refused, saying he would
get in trouble with his
mother.

After the youngster
refused the defendant
asked the younger boy to
put his hand in a flower
pot outside the front door
and told him if he did it
he would pay him $5.
When the boy attempted
to put his hand in the pot,
the defendant grabbed

him and pulled him
into the house.

The 15-year-old
brought a black-han-
dled knife from the
kitchen and cut the
boy’s hand. The
youngster ran from the
house screaming, got
on his bike and went
home. His parents
reported the incident to
the authorities. When
the house was
searched, the black-
handled knife was
found and the defen-
dant was charged.

Magistrate Clarke
asked the defendant what
punishment he received
from his parents. He told
the court, “They talked to
me and told me not to do
it again.” He told the
court he was sorry and
“didn’t think it would
have reached so far.”

The victim who was
attacked was sent off-
island after the incident.

After the young man

spoke, Magistrate Clarke
told him if he was older
she would have sent him
to jail.

“I am giving you a
chance. Make good use
of it and do not come
back again for anything
like this,” she warned the
youth.

The defendant was con-
victed and fined $800, to
be paid in three months

or face one month in
prison.

Thus far a number of
juveniles have been
caught with drugs. Just a
few weeks earlier, a nine
year old Bath Village res-
ident was caught trying
to sell marijuana to his
schoolmates for two dol-
lars. High School student
have also been found in
possession of the illegal
drug.
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Advisory from
The St. Kitts- NevisObserver...
BEWARE THE SCAMMERS!
Beware of corres pondenc e whic h
pur ports to make you rich overni ght.

DO NOT give out ANY
infor mati on concern ing your

credi t card, bank acco unt, phone
number or even your addr ess.

15-year-old boy convicted: Child wounded
for refusing to transport his drugs



By LR Liburd
St. Kitts-Nevis Observer

The Federation’s Chief
Medical Officer (CMO),
Dr. Patrick Martin, was
unceremoniously sent on
17 months accumulated
pre-retirement leave on
Thursday (Jun. 16) and
his services will be ter-
minated on November
17, 2017.

When contacted by The
Observer for verification,
Dr. Martin stated that he
had received a letter on
the day in question indi-
cating that he should pro-
ceed on pre-retirement
leave the very next day.

“I have reached the

mandatory age of retire-
ment, which is 55. I am
now 58 and yesterday at
three o’clock in the after-
noon I received a letter
from the Chief Personnel
Officer in the Human
Resource Management
Department of the
Government stating that I
should take vacation
leave with immediate
effect, to wit today [Jun.
17]. And at the end of the
vacation leave arrange-
ments will be made for
my retirement from the
Public Service.”

The Observer also sought
a comment from Dr.
Martin following a
Facebook post by an
ardent supporter of the

tri-party Team Unity
Government, who
claimed that the
CMO’s services were
terminated because
he had raised ques-
tions about a stem
cell research project
at the JNF General
Hospital.

“There was an inci-
dent at JNF Hospital
earlier this week
which drew my
attention, because the
Medical Act which is
responsible for regis-
tering and licencing
doctors to practice in the
Federation was violated
by a doctor coming from
outside the Federation,
who was associated with

the stem cell therapy
entity that was operating
at the JNF private ward
earlier this week. So as
Chief Medical Officer

and Chair of the
Medical Board, which
registers and licences
medical doctors, den-
tists, pharmacists et al,
I was duty bound to
ensure that the laws of
the Federation were
upheld. And that is
what I did,” Dr. Martin
said.

Commenting further
on the letter, Dr.
Martin emphatically
declared that he had
expected it and
inferred that some
individuals were not

satisfied with the manner
in which he went about
his profession.

“The letter was expect-
ed...the writing was on
the wall! I am aware that
persons with whom I
work were dissatisfied
with the way in which I
do my work, and so they
have been attempting to
have me sent on pre-
retirement leave before.”

Dr. Martin indicated that
since acquiring the
mandatory age of
requirement, he had writ-
ten to the authorities on a
number of occasions for
extension of service.

“At age 55, I wrote to the
Permanent Secretary
indicating that I was 55
and that according to the
rules I should report that
I am 55 and that I am
desirous of continuing.
There was no reply. I did
the same thing at 56, 57
and 58 but nothing
changed in terms of my
salary and allowances et
cetera. The civil service
rules require the officer
to write, so I wrote. The
civil service rules also
require a response within
a specific time...I think
the time is seven days of
each letter being
received, but I got no
response.”

He was also asked if
there was any truth to the
reports being bandied
that the Minister of
Health had not officially
met with him since the
Team Unity
Administration took
office in February 2015.

“That is not true!” he
exclaimed. “I have had a
very good relationship
with the substantive
Minister Hamilton...very
good meaning. The rela-
tionship between the
Minister of Health and
the CMO is governed by
the Public Health Act.

The Public Health Act
says that except where
the Minister may pro-
vide, the CMO is autho-
rised to carry out the
functions of the Minister
to safeguard the health of
the population. So the
Minister is named in the
Act as being the Minister
responsible for safe-
guarding the health of the
nation and the CMO has
the authority to do like-
wise, except where the
Minister may provide. I
have had a cordial, pro-
fessional relationship
with the substantive
Minister of Health
Eugene Hamilton.”

Informed sources told
The Observer that
Cabinet had given
approval for the stem cell
research project to be
conducted by a private
group at the hospital
from Monday (Jun. 13),
but the CMO who was
not notified had inter-
vened and brought it into
contention.

The paediatrician has
been performing the
duties of CMO for some
12 years and this is not
the first time he had chal-
lenged what he believes
to be violations of the
Medical Act.

In 2014 he was at the
center of the conflict
between the NIA and the
Federal Government
when the former had
taken the decision not to
provide manpower from
the health sector to assist
a foreign entity to con-
duct a renal screening
exercise on Nevis.

According to the then
Nevis Health Minister,
the Hon. Mark Brantley,
the island’s Cabinet had
acted on Dr. Martin’s
advice that data collected
from renal screenings
would not have been
owned by the state but
the foreign entity.

According to reports, Dr.
Martin came in for a lot
of flak from the Federal
Government after admit-
ting to the media that he
had indeed given that
advice.

At press time, there has
been no official word
from the Federal
Government concerning
the stem cell project.
However, Health
Minister Hamilton did
confirm that Dr. Martin is
on pre-retirement leave.
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Chief Medical Officer sent on 17 months pre-retirement leave

Dr. Patrick Martin
Chief Medical Officer



By Staff Writer

A recent announcement
by Chief Medical Officer
Dr. Patrick Martin that an
unlicensed doctor is
treating patients at the
Federation’s leading
health facility does not
sit well with the
Opposition St. Kitts-
Nevis Labour Party
(SKNLP). Dr. Martin,
who was sent on a 17-
month pre-retirement
leave, told a local media
agency that he was
placed on vacation
because he did not
approve of stem cell
research being done at
JNF Hospital and that a
foreign doctor is practic-
ing there without a
license. He said the
Medical Act states that a
physician must be regis-
tered and licensed to
practice in the
Federation.

Opposition Member of
Parliament the Hon.
Konris Maynard told The

Observer a breach of
local health regulations
had occurred. He called
for individuals to be held
accountable and for the
minister to apologize to
the public.

“The CMO has come out

and said he did not
authorize this,” Mr.
Maynard said. “We must
hold someone account-
able for a complete
breach of what would be
the acts or legislation that
speaks to the regulation
of our public health.”

He also argued that no
other jurisdiction would
have permitted such a sit-
uation. Legislation
would not permit a for-
eign medical practitioner
to carry out duties with-
out proper documenta-
tion, he added.

Minister Eugene
Hamilton has been criti-
cized since taking office
last year. He was
embroiled in a controver-
sy with the SKNLP 2015
election candidate for
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Hon. Konris Maynard
Opposition Member of Parliament

Hon. Konris Maynard
Opposition Member of Parliament

Continued on page 22

Maynard: It is a concern that government
has uncertified doctor practicing

Calls for someone to be held accountable



By Staff Writer

Adrian Lam, production
manager for the St. Kitts
Music Festival, believes
it is time sports associa-
tions began sharing their
facilities with other
groups.

Mr. Lam noted there are
a limited number of facil-
ities in St. Kitts and
Nevis that can be used by
sports associations. He
also noted that the
Football Association has
left the Music Festival
Committee with a small
window to prepare
Warner Park Football
Stadium for the mega
event.

DThe festiva was
launched last evening
(June 25) and featured a
number of local and
international acts per-
forming for the public.
However, Lam was both-

ered that the Football
Association had played
its final competition in
the facility.

“It was not really the best
thing for football to be
held on Friday night,” he
added. “That is keeping
back the Music Festival
and it should have really
been held on
Thursday night.”

Lam said a need exists
for cooperation between
entities involved in
scheduling events. Small
nations like St. Kitts and
Nevis normally do not
see governments spend-
ing large sums of money
to build sports facilities
to entertain the public.

Her added, “For the past
20 years, government has
invested a tremendous
amount of money on
sporting facilities. For a
small island, we have

more cricket fields and
football fields than other
larger territories than us.
How many performing
arts facilities do you
know that we have in St.
Kitts? None! When an
argument is made, I
would say the govern-
ment has invested a lot of
money in sporting facili-
ties and zero dollars in
performing arts facili-
ties.”

The St. Kitts and Nevis
Football Association
Premier League Playoffs
were completed
Friday evening, June 17,
with SOL Island Auto
Conaree winning. That
result came after the
tournament took a break
to facilitate the national
team playing for the
Caribbean Cup.

Both the Music Festival
Committee and SKNFA
were frustrated by the

unavailability of the
cricket ground at Warner
Park because of the stag-
ing of international crick-
et during the month of
June.

Last year, the Football
Association complained
about the condition of the
grounds after the Music
Festival was held there.
The Final Four competi-
tion had to be played on
the cricket facility. He
also said because the
tournament finished later
than expected, prepara-
tion and construction of
the needed pieces of
equipment had been
delayed. This newspaper
understands that the
preparation and sound
checks were not complet-
ed until Wednesday.

Lam was asked if there
was a possibility of the
committee using the old
Carnival Village to stage

the event. He responded
negatively, saying it is
too small for such an
event. He did say that a
new village which is
large enough to host the

public coming through
the gates would be suffi-
cient. The St. Kitts
Music Festival is mark-
ing its 20th anniversary
from June 24-26.

LOCAL NEWS

C M Y K

The St. Kitts -Nevis Observer. Friday June 24, 2016Page 8

Adrian Lam: Sports associations must be able to
share venues in the Federation
Government not spending enough

on developing the Arts

Adrian Lam
Production manager for the St. Kitts Music Festival



By LR Liburd
St. Kitts-Nevis Observer

The recent announce-
ment of Dr. Patrick
Martin being sent on pre-
retirement leave, at the
end of which his services
as the country’s Chief
Medical Officer (CMO)
will be terminated, has
created quite a stir in the
Federation and much
debate on radio talk
shows.

Chief among those who
commented on the saga
and highlighted a number
of discrepancies is for-
mer National Security
Minister Dwyer
Astaphan.

Speaking on his weekly
radio programme, The
Operating Room’,
Astaphan told listeners
that stem cell is a highly
controversial topic and
he understood that a
research project on it
being conducted at the
JNF General Hospital
was approved by
Cabinet.

He claimed that he was
not attacking anyone but
“I know when people
become powerful they
become paranoid too; if
you say anything you are
against them”, adding
that he found little chil-
dren and powerful people
are the same when it
comes to that.

Addressing the issue,
Astaphan noted that Dr.
Martin was unaware of
the stem cell research
project at the hospital
and that there were viola-
tions of the Medical Act.

“I understand that the
Cabinet took the deci-
sion. I understand that
the Chief Medical
Officer, Dr. Patrick

Martin, was unaware of
it. If the Cabinet took the
decision and the Chief
Medical Officer and the
Medical Board do not
have the details insofar
as certification is con-
cerned, insofar as the
conditions of the work
are concern, insofar as
who is involved and so
forth, and clearly the
responsibilities and the
requisites under the
Public HealthAct and the
Medical Act are not met,
the law is being broken.”

He however declared that
Cabinets could break the
law, adding that a
Cabinet decision should
be lawful but it can be
tested and found wanting
in law.

Astaphan proclaimed
that rooms at the hospital
were allocated for the
research project and he
provided the name of an
individual whom he
claimed is suffering from
multiple medical condi-
tions and had recently
received stem cell thera-
py in St. Kitts.

“So I am told now that
Dr. Martin was told that

three rooms in the private
ward of the hospital had
been allocated for
this...to bring in people
to do testing. In fact, one
man called Mr. Westin,
the same man who they
found with the gun going
out. He was picked up in
a private plane, a private
jet in Fort Lauderdale.

“I am told that when Dr.
Martin went to the hospi-
tal, he asked the people
where are your creden-
tials and have you fol-
lowed the due process
and so forth. He was not
satisfied and I think he
told them that they can’t
continue. That’s before
Mr. Westin came down.
So, apparently, the story
is when Mr. Westin was
brought he wasn’t taken
to JNF.

“I am told that Mr.
Westin in his comments
to the police said he was
brought here and was
taken to Mary Charles
Hospital to get the injec-
tion. Well, who adminis-
tered the injection? Why
they took him to Mary
Charles? If Dr. Martin,
the Chief Medical
Officer, says you all can-

not do this until and
unless your paperwork is
in order and we are satis-
fied that this process
does not put us out of
compliance with interna-
tional best practices...it
doesn’t mean that they
can’t do it just at JNF,
they can’t do it any-
where.”

Richard Westin resides in
Kentucky, USA and was
fined EC$10,000 on
Friday (Jun. 17) after
pleading guilty to filing a
false customs declaration
and importation of a

weapon.

He had entered the
Federation on Saturday
(Jun. 11) aboard a private
aircraft and was on
Monday night (Jun. 13)
attempting to leave when
a shotgun was discovered
in his luggage while he
was preparing to board
the same plane at the
Basseterre Yu Lounge.

The former Government
Minister pointed out that
if the parties concerned
were advised by the
CMO to follow the laws
of the land, then they
should have done so.

He asked that if every-
thing was in order, what
was it that they had to
hide, and suggested that
they should have present-
ed their project “to the
people and let them
assess it and let us facili-
tate it if it is something
that does not put us out
of compliance and some-
thing that could help our
country go forward as a
research and develop-
ment centre in the world”

“Nobody is saying it is a
bad thing,” he added. “It

is how you go about it.”

In continuance of his
comments on Westin’s
visit to St. Kitts,
Astaphan reiterated that
the US citizen was taken
to the Mary Charles
Hospital in Molineaux
and admitted that he
received clinical applica-
tion via injection.

“But the man, Mr.
Westin, said he was taken
from the airport to Mary
Charles to get the injec-
tion. I am told that Mary
Charles Hospital is under
repairs, so I don’t know
if that actually happened
there. But he did say that
he got the injection.”

He however stated that
whether Westin got the
injection at that hospital
or anywhere, the ques-
tion is: “Who gave it to
him?”

He also asked: “And if
they used a local doctor
instead of the Brazilian
doctor they had here,
then why is the local doc-
tor getting involved?”

C M Y K
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Dr. Martin’s pre-retirement saga unearths many discrepancies

Dwyer Astaphan (L) and CMO Dr. Patricck Martin



By Monique Washington

On Tuesday, Allen
Broadbelt received a six
month sentence, the first
conviction handed down
by Magistrate Yasmine
Clarke for allegedly
stealing lumber from the
Nevis Island Admin-
istration. Broadbelt pled
guilty to the theft.

Broadbelt also faces
charges for house break-
ing and larceny, and
building breaking and
larceny.

According to facts pre-
sented in court by Police
Prosecutor Inspector
Eurita Collins-Percival,
on April 28 a report was

made to the Charlestown
Police Station that lum-
ber valued at $207.24
had been stolen from the
Abbitoir at Prospect.
Based upon information
received, a search war-
rant was executed on
Broadbelt’s residence in
Bath Village. The lum-
ber was found in
Broadbelt’s yard. When

questioned by police,
Broadbelt admitted he
took the lumber. He told
the police he took the
lumber the night before
and hid them in near-by
bushes. He further
claimed that he asked
Dwight “Dada” Dore to
transport the lumber to
his house.

Dore was subsequently
charged with his partici-
pation and was also
handed the charge of
house breaking and lar-
ceny for the October 10
to 24 breaking in Nugent
Height.

Broadbelt’s string of lar-
cenies ended on April 28
when a large number of

stolen items were recov-
ered at his Bath Village
home and at the
Hamilton residence of
Jeanette Neil. Broadbelt,
Neil and Dore received a
mountain of charges
between them. Some of
the charges will be heard
at the Magistrate’s Court
while others will have to
be heard at the Easter
Caribbean Court Nevis
Circuit during the crimi-

nal assizes
which are heard
twice a year in
April and
November.

W h e n
M a g i s t r a t e
Clarke asked
Broadbelt if he
had anything to
say he told the
court that he
knew what he
did was wrong.

“I know I was
wrong for tak-
ing the lumber.
I knew I was
wrong and it
wouldn’t hap-
pen again,” he
said.

Broadbelt stat-
ed to the court that he has
been receiving rehabili-
tation sessions at Her
Majesty’s Prison in St.
Kitts and that they have
helped him.

Magistrate Clarke told
Broadbelt she was happy
to hear about his rehab,
then convicted and sen-
tenced him to six months
in prison.

In The
Court
In The
Court
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NEVIS ELECTRICTIY COMPANY LTD
(NEVLEC)

VACANCY
The Nevis Electricity Co. Ltd (Nevlec) invites applications from
suitably qualified candidates to fill the position of IT OFFICER.
Principal Duties and Responsibilities
• Maintain the network, servers, switches, fibre optic cable, workstations, printers,
fax machines and internet connection..
• Ensure the proper functioning of the IT infrastructure.• Installs and maintains hardware and software• Administer the integrity of the network• Perform helpdesk assistance• Manage the authorization profiles

Qualification
• Bachelor degree in Computer Science/Information Technology• Completed exams in Computers, Operating Systems, Network Protection and
Safety (Microsoft, CISCO etc.)

Additional Knowledge, Skills and Competencies
• Strong computer skills• Good verbal and written communication skills• Good interpersonal skills.• Basic knowledge of management principles• Excellent organizational and supervisory skills• Motivated and analytical• Ability to work in a team

Remuneration
An attractive salary and benefits package is being offered.

Deadline
Application with Résumé, certified copies of certificates and two letters of reference
should be sent, on or before June 30, 2016, to:

The General Manager
Nevis Electricity Company Limited (Nevlec)
Charlestown
Nevis

Allen Broadbelt



By LR Liburd
St. Kitts-Nevis Observer

Police on St. Kitts are
investigating the shoot-
ing of one of their own
who is reportedly warded
in the Intensive Care
Unit at the Joseph N
France General Hospital

in a critical but stable
condition.

Reports reaching The
Observer state that the
officer, Constable
Paquette, was shot with
his own service pistol
during an altercation
with a man early

Thursday morning (Jun.
23) in Prickley Pear
Alley, Basseterre.

This media house under-
stands that at about 1:00
a.m., Paquette and anoth-
er officer were respond-
ing to a report of larceny
in the Greenlands area

when they observed an
individual whom they
deemed a person of inter-
est.

According to reports, the
two officers stopped the
man and on searching
him they found a knife in
his possession.

In an attempt to arrest
him, a struggle ensued
among the trio and the
man allegedly grabbed
Paquette’s firearm. A
round was discharged
during the process and it
struck Paquette in his
leg.

It is also reported that he
was subdued by the other
officer, who retrieved the
firearm and placed him

into custody at the
Basseterre Police
Station.

The Observer also under-
stood that despite two
telephone calls, no
ambulance turned up and
a police vehicle, after
some time elapsed, took
the wounded officer to
the hospital.

Meanwhile, two occu-
pants of a vehicle
escaped injury
Wednesday afternoon
(Jun. 22) after a lone
gunman fired more than
a dozen shots in their
direction.

According to reports, the
incident occurred shortly
after 4:00 p.m. while the

vehicle was travelling
along the island main
road in the Cleverly Hill
area in Sandy Point.

The unidentified gunman
was said to be positioned
on an empty plot of land
when he shot at the cou-
ple as the vehicle was
passing. However, nei-
ther of them sustained
any injury but bullet
holes were visible on the
vehicle.

The Observer was told
that the gunman made
good his escape through
an alleyway close to the
area from which he fired
the shots.

Investigations into both
incidents are ongoing.
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Police Constable shot with own pistol in arrest attempt



By Monique Washington

Thirteen contestants
have entered
theCulturama 42 senior
pageants and competi-
tion this year in Nevis’,
two contestants less
than participated last
year.

The theme for this
year’s event is
“Celebrating the Old,
Showcasing the New.
Culturama 42.”

On Friday afternoon
(June 17) the senior
pageant contestants
paraded into
Charlestown in various-
colouredmini-cars asthe
Sugar Hill String Band
led the parade.

During Friday’s kick-
off,Culturama42 intro-
ducedcontestants and
participants competing
in various categories.

Only four young con-
firmed women will vie
for the Miss Culture
Crown: Phillichar
Hobson, Clayticia
Daniel, Xarriah Browne
and Perla Gumbs.This is
the first time in more
than five years that four,
instead of five contes-
tants entered this cate-
gory.Thejudging will
take place July 31 at the
Cultural Complex.

Five contestants in the
Miss Swimwear
Competitionare: Merv-

Ann Thompson,
Nicola Clarke,
Kyla Morton,
Kimiko Liburd and
Shariezelle Belle.

In the Mr. Kool
Competition, four
p a r t i c i p a n t s :
Monique Jeffers,
Shenroy Joseph,
Denville Francis
and De Syl
Hamilton will
compete for the
crown.

The judging for
both the Miss
Swimwear and Mr.

Kool competitions will
be held July 26 at the

Cultural Complex.

Two weeks ago,

Executive Director
Antonio Liburdtold The
Observer that it was dif-

ficult finding con-
testants for the
competitions. He
said at that time
the senior pageant
committee was
working hard to
find a fifth contes-
tant. Liburd noted
that although they
had registration
difficulties in the
senior pageant,the
rules will not be
bent to allow
Kittitian women to
enter the show.

“The rules will
remain the same,
the Miss Culture
and the Senior
Calypso competi-
tion are only open
to Nevisians or

persons who have been
living on the island for

the past 12
months,”Liburd said.

Contestants for the Mr.
and Miss Talented
Youth Pageant and their
sponsors were also
announced: Joycelyn
Liburd Primary
School,sponsored by
Golden Rock Inn; Ms.
T-Karli Edward and
Devonte Liburd, St.
Thomas Primary, spon-
sored by Four Seasons
R e s o r t
Estates;SidondreFlemm
ing and Tershean
Wilkerson, Nevis
Academy, sponsored by
M a n n e r s
Mobile Refrigeration
and AC Services;Odecia
E d w a r d s a n d
AmadiHenderickson,Ch
arlestown Primary,
sponsored by The Bank
of Nevis;Jahkida Ward
and LyneSmithen,Ivor
Walters Primary,spon-
sored by Grace Food
Int’l/O; D.
B r i s b a n e , A z a h r i a
Islesand Rocco
Browne,Maude Cross
Preparatory, sponsored
by National Caribbean
Insurance Co.;Celina
Brownand Hrishikesh
Srinivasan,El izabeth
Pemberton Primary,
sponsored byIndian
Summer & Superior
Interior; Shade
Bridgeman and T’Najae
Lawrence, St. James
Primary, sponsored
byNASPA,Mal i shwa
Browne and Kevandre
Hendrickson.
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Friday Parade Launched Culturama42, only 13 Senior
Contestants have Entered



By Staff Writer

Billionaire auto magnate
Ernie Boch Jr. has just
put his luxurious 4,828-

square-foot two-
story home, located
in the Four Season
Resort Estates, for
$7.2 million. Nested
on a one-and-a-quar-
ter-acre mountaintop
on Nevis, the main
house has five master
suites, each with a
private en-suite bath-
room.

As if that is not
enough, the property
also comes with a
guest cottage. The
entire enclave has

beautiful views of the
ocean.

For decades, Boch has
owned Toyota and

Honda dealerships near
Boston, Mass. After
becoming the area’s lead-
ing auto dealer and dis-
tributor, Boch liquidated
some of his businesses to
a conglomerate headed
by his former chief exec-
utive. He has, however,
held on to many of his
most profitable dealer-
ships and is rumoured to

be worth bil-

lions.

Called Seagrape, Boch’s
enclave in Nevis is a five
bedroom, six-and-a-half
bath villa; a stunning
front hall; an airy living
room; ultra-modern
kitchen; and expansive
entertaining areas.

When this gem was
planned and built in

2009, no expense was
avoided. Boch hired the
best including designer
Anthony Catalfano;
sinks by Robert Jones
Aqua; custom carpets
and fabrics by Boussad,
Pierre Frey, Bruscwig &
Fils and Lee Jofa; and a
smart home system for
lighting and audio-visual
appliances.

C M Y K
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For sale: Auto magnate’s $7.2 Million Nevis Villa,
Guest House on 1.25 Acres

The kitchen is
sleek and user
friendly

The master bedroom is
spacious and outfitted
in British West Indies
style as in the rest of
the house it flaunts
custom carpets and
fabrics

In case you need more space for your guests the adorable
guest house includes everything they need to enjoy their stay
to the fullest since the property spans 1.25 acres

This screened in veranda showcases one of
the houses most impressive features sitting
300 feet above sea level Seagrape gets the

best of the caribbean breezes

The villa is set at the end of a cul-de-sac making
it the ultimate in privacy and seclusion

The coolest thing about the villa may be the fact that buying it will make you an
automatic citizen of St. Kitts and Nevis. Benefits include a lifeime St. Kitts and
Nevis Passport, Visa-free travel to over 120 countries including the EU, and no

direct personal income taxes whatsoever.



By LR Liburd
St. Kitts-Nevis Observer

A male Kittitian and six
individuals who alleged-
ly obtained St. Kitts and
Nevis citizenship are
among 312 nationals

from 16 Caribbean
nations on Interpol’s
Wanted List.

The names of the wanted
persons were made pub-
lic by anAmerican media
house, News Americas

Now. However, while the
media outlet had stated
that seven individuals
were on the Wanted List,
only six names and the
photographs of five of
them were published.

The name of the St.
Kitts-Nevis national was
given as 44-year-old
Dexter Sylvester Lewis,
who is wanted for traf-
ficking in narcotics,
unlawful possession of a
firearm and unlawful

possession of ammuni-
tion.

The List includes four
individuals who were
born in China but had
obtained St. Kitts and
Nevis citizenship.

They are: 41-year-old
Qunqun Zheng and Biao
Ren (43), both of whom
are wanted for fraud and
forging financial nego-
tiable instruments; 46-
year-old Hanren Xia who
is wanted for fraud and
taking deposits from the
public illegally; and
Hongxia Wang, 44, who
is wanted for the same
offences as Xia.

The other wanted person
is Alexander Alexander,
a 65-year-old Russian
national who obtained
citizenship in St. Kitts
and Nevis. He is wanted
for bribery.

On June 2, 2010, Dexter
Lewis was remanded to
prison in Guyana along
with Guyanese Adrian

Beckles after being
alleged of attempting to
smuggle 1kg 109 grams
of cocaine, one
1.4 Magnum
Revolver and a pistol, as
well as 15 live 9mm
rounds of ammunition
through the Cheddi Jagan
International Airport.

According to News
Americas, Interpol, the
world’s largest interna-
tional police organisa-
tion, (Interpol), also has
the name of former FIFA
Vice-President, Trinidad
and Tobago-born Jack
Warner.

The media outlet also
stated the majority of
wanted Caribbean
nationals are from the
Dominican Republic
with a whopping figure
of 160.

Interpol is asking anyone
who may have informa-
tion on these wanted per-
sons to contact their local
police.

C M Y K
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One Kittitian, six non-nationals with SKN passports on
Interpol’s Wanted List

Qunqun Zheng Biao Ren Chad Zachary Hower Hongxia Wang Hanren Xia Alexander Rodionov Dexter Sylvester Lewis
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By Monique Washington

Applications are now
being taken for four free
agricultural scholarships
at the EARTH University
in Costa Rica. Eric
Evelyn, the Permanent
Secretary (P.S.) in
Agriculture, told The
Observer on Wednesday
that to be considered for
the scholarships, students
are encouraged to com-
plete applications at the
Agriculture Department
by the July 4 deadline.

Four eligible students
interested in pursuing a
career in agriculture,
have the opportunity to
receive a full agricultural
scholarship to EARTH
University in Costa Rica.
Two scholarships will be
awarded for the
September 2016 school
year and two for the
September 2017 school
year.

“A citizen has offered a
full scholarship to any-
one who has a special
interest in becoming an
agriculturist,” P.S.
Evelyn, said. “Every-
thing is paid. It will not
cost the student or the
government anything.”

Students will spend the

first four months at the
university learning
Spanish before beginning
their schooling.

“The students are placed
with a family in Costa
Rica where they will help
them to learn Spanish.
When these students
return after four years,
not only will they have a
degree, but they will also
have learned a new lan-
guage.”

“I am making this appeal
to persons who are inter-
ested in a career in agri-
culture to take up this
offer,” P.S Evelyn told
The Observer.
“Applications are avail-
able at the Ministry of
Agriculture, so anyone
interested in this oppor-
tunity can come and fill
out the paperwork, or
take it home and return
it.”

“After we have collected
the applications an Earth
University representative
will come to Nevis and
interview the appli-
cants,” P.S. Evelyn said.
“After that there will be a
test I have heard is very
easy.”

Three Nevisian students,
Dezine Smitten, Prince

Arundel, and Leron
Webbe, are now studying
at EARTH University.

“School representatives
said they are very
pleased with these
students progress,”
P.S. Evelyn said.

EARTH University
was established in
1986. It offers a four-
year undergraduate pro-
gram in agricultural sci-
ences and natural
resources management.
It is a private, non-profit,
international university
created with the support
of the Costa Rican gov-

ernment, the U.S.
Agency for International
Develop-ment (USAID)
and the W.K. Kellogg
Foundation.

The university has a
prestigious, international
faculty, providing a
world-class scientific and
technological education.
The university empha-
sizes values; ethical
entrepreneurship; and

environmental and social
commitment.

Evelyn said last week he
and the Minister of

Agriculture Alexis
Jeffers were invited to
visit the university to
view its facilities.

“I was extremely
impressed with their cur-
riculum and also the

practical component,”
P.S. Evelyn said. “The
degree that they will
receive is accepted
throughout the world. In

addition the students
must work in the com-
munity in the country.
They also offer an entre-
preneurial project where
they will be trained to
have their own busi-
ness.”

Application deadline is July 4
EARTH University offers four agricultural scholarships

“The university has a prestigious, international
faculty, providing a world-class scientific and

technological education..”

Eric Evelyn
Permanent Secretary in Agriculture
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By Staff Writer

After the government
back peddled on its
promise to have a public
ceremony to distribute 84
housing units built under
the former administra-
tion, the Opposition
wants government to
come clean.

P a r l i a m e n t a r y
Representative for
Constituency No. 3 the
Hon. Kouris Maynard
accused the government
of continuing to make
promises it cannot fulfill.
During an interview with
The Observer on
Wednesday, June 22, Mr.
Maynard said the gov-
ernment had made a
number of promises to
supporters and there is no
surprise that they are
now distributing the
houses as part of a plan
to quiet the people. The first-time parliamen- tarian said such an act is a slap in the face of what the government had

promised as ‘good gover-
nance, transparency and
accountability.’ Instead,
he said, the government
is carrying out contrary
practices.

“We had heard there
would be a public hand-
ing over ceremony for
some of these houses,”he
said. “But when their
supporters started mak-
ing a ruckus as to who
should be getting the
houses, they had to
squash it. Up to now I do
not believe there has
been such ceremony.
When we hear of the
reports that the houses
for NHC are now being
silently and secretly
given out, it is no sur-
prise to anyonw. This has
been and continues to be
the modus operandi of
this government.”

When a reporter asked
him about the distribu-
tion of houses at a recent
Prime Minister’s month-
ly media briefing, the
Hon. Eugene Hamilton
said the government
would shortly be distrib-
uting 84 units around the
Federation shortly. He
said 19 would be in
Lodge, Ottleys; 27 would
be at Green Acres in
Halfway Tree; 28 would
be at Pine Gardens; six at
Buckley’s; and a final six
at Taylor’s Village.
However, that plan had
to be scrapped when it
was discovered that sev-
eral houses had bee
forcibly entered and bur-

gled.

When Prime Minister Dr.
Timothy Harris was
asked in May for an
update on the housing
distribution, he promised
the houses would be dis-
tributed soon but in
Cabinet. According to
reports, some items
including transformers,
light fittings and fixtures
were stolen from homes
that had been forcibly
entered. Maynard said he
knew the houses were
being refitted after he
called on the opposition
to speak to residents of
Constituency No. 2.

“I am no longer surprised
with anything this gov-
ernment does,” he added.
“I think they should not
be bound by a code of
ethics that should be of
paramount importance in
terms of dealing with the
public’s business. The
Minister would say
something publicly, that
is calling Marcella
Liburd to respond to
events that she would
have no knowledge of,
but at the same time in
order to appease certain
folks and not to have fur-
ther embarrassment on
the government that is
embattled at the moment,
they would proceed to
grant these favors.” A
government source told
The Observer some of
the houses were distrib-
uted as far back as three
weeks ago.

C M Y K
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Opposition not surprised with secrecy behind housing
distribution, wants government to come clean



By Monique Washington

Aweekend theft has left
the Agriculture Depart-
ment with one less bat-
tery to run one of their
vehicles.

On Wednesday,
Permeant Secretary
(P.S.) of Agriculture
Eric Evelyn confirmed
that a one of the depart-
ment’s newest vehicles
was vandalized over the
weekend.

“One of our trucks that
was parked right in
front of our Prospect
office had its battery
stolen,” P.S. Evelyn
said.

The Observer, received
other information say-
ing the vehicle was
intact on Friday after-
noon. On Monday,
employees noticed there
was a metal plate under
the vehicle. When the

suspicious plate was
investigated the battery,
which cost about $450,
was missing.

P.S. Evelyn said this is

not the
first time
t h e
Min i s t ry

of Agriculture has been
hit by theft.

“Thieves have stolen bat-
teries from our vehicles
already,” P.S. Evelyn

said. “A couple of weeks
ago they stole batteries
from our tractors and
others have been stolen
before that. This is a
very upsetting situation.
There is just too much
stealing.”

P.S. Evelyn emphasized

the thefts will be a prob-
lem for taxpayers.

“In our budget we didn’t
make any room for
theft,” P.S. Evelyn
explained. “The items
being stolen need to be
replaced right away. So
at the end of the day tax-

payers like you and I will
be affected. It is costing
us a lot of money and it is
putting a huge strain on
us.”

P.S.Evelyn urged whoev-
er is stealing from the
government desist imme-
diately.

LOCAL NEWS
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Weekend battery theft not the first
Public pays when thieves disable
Agriculture Department vehicles



By Monique Washington

“Eat What We Grow—
Eat Local” is the theme
of the ninth staging of the
St. Kitts Department of
Agriculture fair. The
event will take place
today from 11 a.m. to 4
p.m. in Basseterre at
Independence Square. It
is sponsored by Digicel.

Department of
Agriculture Marketing
Director Alphonso
Clarke told The Observer
on Monday the fair’s
goal is to inform St. Kitts
residents how to eat fresh
local food and be health
conscious.

“People are now exercis-
ing and eating much
healthier,” Clarke
explained. “Healthy eat-
ing goes hand-in-hand
with exercise.”

The fair will create “an
avenue for farmers to
advertise their produce,
Clarke said. “After each

event we see a greater
demand for local pro-
duce. This is a positive
sign.”

Clarke said this type of
event is very important.

“For this event we will

feature only local com-
modities, crops and live-
stock products, especial-
ly pork.”

Clarke pointed out that at
present St. Kitts has an
over-supply of pork.

Nevis’ Permanent
Secretary in Agriculture,
Eric Evelyn said the
same thing about Nevis’
pork supply several
weeks ago.

Along with pork, Clarke
pointed out that farmers

have been harvesting
large amounts of pump-
kins and sweet potatoes.
He claimed one farmer
reaped between 4,000 to
5000 pounds of pump-
kins.

“We have so many
pumpkins and sweet
potatoes on the island we
might soon export them
to St. Martin, Anguilla
and the British Virgin
Islands. Some of the
crops were affected by
the drought, but it wasn’t
that bad because we still
have a large supply,”
Clarke said.

He said a minimum of
eight caterers will partic-
ipate in the fair and pre-
pare only local dishes
using local products.

“There will be dove-
down pork, creole mut-
ton, stuffed pot fish,
spicy rabbit and stewed
tree mutton. The person
cooking the tree mutton
is a specialist in prepar-

ing that dish,” Clarke
said.

The fair will also be
attended by St. Kitts
Agro processors and the
Fahie Agricultural
Women’s Co-op with
local passion fruit and
guava juices; wines; and
mango roll-ups, a candy-
like product.

Clarke said the biggest
differences this year are
Ministry of Tourism and
Music Festival partici-
pants.

“The Ministry of
Tourism is promoting
pumpkin for restaurant
week,” Clarke explained.
“The winner of the com-
petition will present the
winning dish, pumpkin
and chicken stew.
Pumpkin is versatile and
full of nutrients, fiber
and potassium.”

The Music Festival will
provide live entertain-
ment by local artists.”
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Today’s Agricultural Fair in Independence Square
Promotes Healthy Eating

LOCAL NEWS
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By Staff Writer

Cricket fans in Nevis will
get their first taste of first
class cricket after a long
absence when the local
organizers of the
Caribbean Premier
League bring the home
franchise, the St. Kitts-
Nevis Patriots to the
Island.

The game which is built
for Saturday (Jun. 25) at
the Elquemedo Willet
Park, would see most of
the Patriots international,
local and regional stars
coming up against a
select Premier X1.

At a press conference on
Monday (Jun. 20) at the
Warner Park Cricket
Stadium, Chief
Operations Officer
Richard Berridge
explained that prepara-
tion is on stream for the
hosting of the match.

The first ball would be
bowled from 12:00pm
and entry is free to all
patrons, he noted.

Venue Operations
Manager for the LOC,
Val Henry disclosed that
the game is a joint part-
nership between the St.
Kitts Patriots and the
Nevis Island
Administration.

“ For us it is a practice
game just as we are hav-
ing one in St. Kitts, but
for the folks in Nevis
who have not had high

level cricket for quite
sometime is taking it
very seriously,” he said.

He added that based on
the recent visit by the
media and the organizers
last week, they are satis-
fied with the completed
with renovation work
that was carried out at the
venue.

Permanent Secretary in

the Ministry of Sports
and Culture in the NIA,
Keith Glasgow recently
told reporters at a press
conference that they
approached the St. Kitts-
Nevis Patriots with hope
of having a fixture on
that island.

“We had a very produc-
tive meeting at the
Department of Youth and
Sports...And there were

there to tell us what
to do to get ready for
this exhibition game
on June 25th. At that
meeting we decided
that this will be a
strategic partnership
between the Nevis
Island Administration
and the SKN

Patriots/ CPL,” he
stated.

PS Glasgow noted
that even though it
was an exhibition
game, the proper con-
ditions must be suit-
able for all players
involved.

At that juncture, the
local government
expended monies to have
the park which was
closed for a number of
weeks ready.

However, when the game
is completed the park
would likely be closed
again for an overhaul in
the government’s plans
to restore the venue to its
glory days.

According to the PS, the
NIA is hopeful of having
a public/private partner-
ship in the execution of
the project, since it
would be costly for the
government to execute
the project on its own..

Questioned on the devel-
opmental plans for the
ground, the PS could not
give much information
because the plans are still
in the pipeline and they
are still in talks with the
several private sector
entities to contribute.

Meanwhile, the T20
exhibition game is
expected to be broadcast
on the local radio stations
while the organizers we
still in talks about televi-
sion coverage.

The Caribbean Premier
league competition is
expected to bowl off on
June 30, when the
Patriots come up against
the Guyana Amazon
Warriors the beaten final-
ist in 2015.

CPL heads to Nevis this weekend for practice game

Advis ory from
The St. Kitts-Nevis Observer

BEWARE THE SCAMMERS!
Beware of corre sponde nce whic h purpo rts to make
you rich overnig ht. DO NOT give out ANY information
concer ning you r credit card, bank account, phone

numbe r or even your addr ess.



By Donya L. Francis

Taipei, Taiwan-Five stu-
dents from the
Federation of St Kitts
and Nevis, who dis-
missed the thoughts of
Taiwanbeing too far
away and the study peri-
od too long, werea-
mongst their fellow
classmates this gradua-
tion season celebrat-
ingtheir academic
achievements.

The proud graduates
were able to pursue stud-
ies at their chosen uni-
versities, after they had
received scholarships
awarded by the
Taiwanese government;
I n t e r n a t i o n a l
Cooperation and
Development Fund
(ICDF) and Ministry of
Foreign Affairs (MOFA).
Four students each spent
four years in order to
obtain their bachelor’s
degrees while one spent
two years for her mas-
ter’s degree.

The five students and
their awarded degrees
are:

Ketricia Finch,
Bachelor of Science in

International Business
and Trade from Ming
Chuan University.

Miguel Flemming,
Bachelor of Science in
Tropical Agriculture;
with a focus on Plant
Science from National
Pingtung University of
Science and Technology.

Bevis Brookes, Bachelor
of Science in Mechanical
Engineering from Kun
Shan University.

Donya L. Francis,
Bachelor of Arts in
Journalism and Mass
Communication from
Ming Chuan University.

Kerdis Clarke, Master
of Science in Counseling
and Clinical Psychology
from National Dong Hwa
University.

Clarke was highlighted
for being the top student
in her area of study
throughout the two years
she spent at her universi-

ty.

Speaking about her jour-
ney, Ketricia Finch said
that over the four years
she was able to develop
herself and through
working in different
groups for many of her
assignments she has
learned how to embrace
people of different cul-
tures.

“Throughout my four-
year stint at Ming Chuan
University, I have been
further grounded into
resilience and have also
learned how to embrace
different cultures, partic-
ularly when group
assignments were allo-
cated.” said Ketricia
adding,

“…the International

Business and Trade pro-
gram in my year consist-
ed of students from all
over the world, coming
from more than 25 coun-
tries.”

When asked what advice
they will give to others
who are thinking about
studying in Taiwan, the
five answered collective-
ly, “It is simple—it is an
opportunity of a lifetime;
seize the opportunity it’s
worth it.”

The students have
expressed their heartfelt
thanks to everyone who
has assisted them in see-
ing a phase of their lives
successfully accom-
plished especially the
scholarship organiza-
tions, professors and
families.

“We wish to extend
heart-felt gratitude
toboth governments in St
Kitts and Nevis and
Taiwan, TaiwanICDF
and MOFA (Taiwan)
scholarships for choos-
ing us and for affording
us the opportunity to fur-
ther our studies. Their
offers have not only
allowed us to pursue
degrees that suit our
interests, but allowed us
to become immersed into
a culture far different
from ours.”

“We cannot forget to
thank our professors,
classmates, the Embassy
of St Kitts and Nevis in
Taiwan, the Association
of St Kitts and Nevis
Nationals in Taiwan and
most of all our families
for everything they have
done for us.”

The students feel that the
time spent in Taiwan has
prepared them well for
their return to the federa-
tion, as they aim to assist
in its development.

A graduation dinner
party was held by the
Embassy of St. Kitts and
Nevis in Taiwan and the
country’s representative
Ambassador Jasmine E.
Huggins. Ambassador
Huggins also attended
the graduation cere-
monies in support of the
students and was a guest
speaker at the ceremony
held at the Kun Shan
University.

There are presently over
45 Kittitians and
Nevisians living in
Taiwan.
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is the longest serving
minister of government
in St. Kitts and Nevis,
himself may well be
passed his sell by date. It
does not commend us to
be sending home people
at 58 saying they have
reached their retirement
age but while they are
going out some older
than they are entering the
public stern style. The
government of St. Kitts
& Nevis is not only mori-
bund it is also muscle
bound with old persons
whose ship has long

since sailed.

Here in Nevis there is but
one Department that
seems to define itself by
senior citizens. The
Department of Education
that is responsible for
infusing in our boys and
girls a new vision cannot
even peep. They have
closed their eyes, with
heads bowed down with
years and are fast asleep
at the wheel with as snor-
ing that is bellowing.
Everybody at Education
Department including
the Minister is in this
bracket with an average
age of sixty (60) having

taught for 40 years. They
have all being washed up
on the shores of life in
sackcloth and ashes col-
lecting a salary and not
much else. Here in Nevis
the standard policy is if
you are fed up being a
head teacher they send
you to education depart-
ment and call you all
kinds of retirement
sounding names. We
happen to know most of
them. We have no hard
feelings but “over the
hill” is what it is.

There is a political strate-
gy to hiring senior citi-
zens who have passed

their sell-by date. The
sitting politician will say
they cannot run in elec-
tion for that same reason
so they will never under-
mine or do anything but
proverbially “toe the
line”. The politburo rea-
son that if they empower
a younger person that
person might get ambi-
tious and find out the
truth and do something
about it. Youth then is to
be afraid off because
they can run in election.
Senior citizens are in the
“departure lounge” and
cannot return after they
pass emigration. This

strategy is short-sighted
and threatens the very
fabric of our future
development. Our youth
seems only destined by
this government to the
cellar positions and the
cell. The entire world is
now under a cloud
because the United States
will be led by a person
over 70 years come
November. The young
people goose is cooked.
They are going to be
buried under an
avalanche of senior citi-
zens whose only hold on
power is to ensure their
care in the VIP lounge of

life. Youth seems to be
relegated to be “hewers
of wood and drawers of
water”. Heaven help us.

It behooves us in these
halcyon isles to return to
the pathways set by
Labour, Pam & NRP.
Seek out youth with abil-
ity, training and vitality
then send them off to
make St. Kitts and Nevis
great again. Oh for a
return to those halcyon
days when an Attorney
General and Auditor
General were not even 30
years on appointment.
Rise again St. Kitts and
Nevis!

The social commentator noted that the
matter is of serious concern and it
appears that Dr. Martin has once again
offended someone, “because the thing
about going home, you have a lot of
leave accumulated”.

He added: “I don’t know if it had any-

thing to do with his age, because they
have people who are working in the
system who are 10 years older than him
and more; 12 years older than him,
maybe more. I have no problem with
that, but let’s not use age as a red her-
ring. What is the reason he was sent

home on pre-retirement leave?
Something is wrong somewhere! And
then days after, the Permanent
Secretary was sent home.

“I am told that a lot of these decisions
that were taken in the hierarchy of the
Ministry of Health were decisions that
were taken without the involvement of
the Chief Medical Officer. How could
that be? I am not accusing anybody, I
am just saying what we are hearing.”

Astaphan suggested that the best way
to treat with the issue is to have a pub-
lic discussion of it or the Government
should speak to the citizens and resi-
dents.

“And if we have it wrong,” he empha-
sised, “explain to us. And if we don’t
have it wrong, that means they have it
wrong. Fix it, because at least two other
doctors were invited to act as Chief
Medical Officer. Both older than Dr.
Martin and both refused. In fact, one of
them, I am told, said Martin is the best
CMO that we ever had.”

Among the questions asked by media
practitioners are:

Why was Dr. Martin served a letter at
3:00 p.m. informing him to proceed on
pre-retirement leave nine hours later?

If Dr. Martin had not signed off on the

stem cell research project, then who
did?

When was the project approved?

Why was the JNF General Hospital
chosen for the research?

Who is financing the project?

Why did the Government not inform
the populace that stem cell research
was being done at the JNF General
Hospital?

From where do the researchers get their
material?

Will the placenta from women who
delivered at the hospital be used with-
out their knowledge or compensation
for stem cell clinical application?

Will babies aborted at the hospital be
used to provide clinical application?

Why is the Government silent on the
issues concerning Dr. Martin and the
Permanent Secretary to the Ministry of
Health who was sent on leave last
Friday?

Was the Medical Chief-of-Staff aware
of the project?

When will the Medical Board pro-
nounce on this issue?
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From page 4

Dr. Martin’s pre-retirement saga unearths many discrepanciesFrom page 9

Constituency No. 8 Dr.
Terrance Drew over him
practicing at the health
facility and the question
of whether he was avail-
able to take up the posi-
tion as the Federation’s
second internist.
Government sources said
the elected representa-
tive for Constituency
No. 8 may not be run-
ning on the same track as
his junior minister.

Rep. Maynard told The
Observer the govern-
ment is continuing to
play the political ball
game with the health sec-
tor and those who are not

aligned with the Team
Unity Administration.

“Dr. Drew was taken to a
mountain and back to
practice his trade at the
hospital at the country of
his birth simply because
he represented an oppos-
ing political party to that
who was serving the
country,” Mr. Maynard
declared. “The CMO
was doing what he was
required to do by the leg-
islation and he was
promptly removed.”

Dr. Marrin revealed he
was trying to have his
contract with the govern-
ment extended after he

had reached retirement
age on four previous
occasions. The same day
the CMO received his
termination notice,
Permanent Secretary in
the Ministry of Health
Andrew Skerritt was
reportedly sent on leave
and relocated to another
portfolio in the govern-
ment. Maynard is chal-
lenging the Prime
Minister to have the sub-
stantive Minister be
replaced for this breach.
He added, ‘This is
unheard of. We need to
call on the relevant min-
ister, the responsible
Minister, to be either
fired or resign.”

Maynard: It is a concern that government
has uncertified doctor practicing

From page 7
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THE GERONTACRACY SITS ENTHRONED. Part 11

services sector. By exten-
sion, economic invest-
ments in the Federation’s
health and wellness sec-
tor is inclusive of attract-
ing cutting edge technol-
ogy, research and devel-
opment in the area of
Regenerative Medicine,
given that this is, by far,
one of the fastest grow-
ing sub-sectors of the
global healthcare indus-

try.

Within the past six
months the Cabinet has
approved two new regen-
erative medicine busi-
ness ventures.

“One of the two regener-
ative medicine projects
approved by this
Government was origi-
nally approved by the
former Douglas-led
Labour Administration

on March 5, 2013, via
letter signed by then
Cabinet Secretary, Mr.
Joseph Edmeade,” the
release said. “Indeed, the
previous Government
also secured an invest-
ment from the Sugar
Industry Diversification
Foundation (SIDF) in the
sum of more than
$800,000 for this private
venture.”

“Based on the agreement

between the Government
and investors, the project
has been approved for
temporary housing in the
back of the private ward
of the JNF General
Hospital for a maximum
period of six months,
during which time the
investors would be secur-
ing alternate facilities to
house the project.”

Hon. Senator Phipps
addressed the participa-

tion of a Brazilian expert,
Dr. Silvia Lagrotta,
emphasizing that the
doctor does not and has
not ever administered
any therapies to ANY
patients in St. Kitts and
Nevis. Her presence thus
far has been strictly lim-
ited to observing the
process as a representa-
tive of the investor
group’s Brazilian partner.

The release did, howev-

er, indicate Dr. Largotta
could in the future partic-
ipate in the program, say-
ing, n anticipation that
Dr Lagrotta will be pro-
fessionally engaged dur-
ing the life of this pro-
ject, her medical creden-
tials have been submitted
in the normal course for
approval to function
within the Federation as
a medical practitioner
consistent with the laws

Health Minister denies stem cell involvement;
From page 3

Continued on page 23
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Asad Trading Wanted (1)
Manager with 5 years

experience Call: 869-767-2100

(1) Help and (1)
Bartender Wanted

Please contact: 663-8804

EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT

BOOK YOUR SPACE NOW AND
ADVERTISING YOUR BUSINESS

CARDS IN THE OBSERVER
CLASSIFIEDS CALL 469-5907

BOOK YOUR SPACE NOW AND
ADVERTISING YOUR BUSINESS

CARDS IN THE OBSERVER
CLASSIFIEDS CALL 469-5907

SS Construction and Design is seeking office
assistant. Must speak and write both English
and Spanish Contact: mella9998@gmail.com

NEVIS - fully furnished 2 bed,
1 bath apt. in Jessup.
760-0482/663-6296.

CLASSIFIED AD SPACE FOR
RENT CALL 469-5907

and regulations of the
Federation.

Dr. Martin’s retirement
explained

Commenting on the
departure of Dr Patrick
Martin, the Federation’s
Chief

Medical Officer (CMO),

the Minister said, “I wish
to categorically state that
the tenure of Dr. Martin,
aged 58, has been can-
vassed by Cabinet for
several months. . .
“When the CMO attained
the retirement age of 55,
and would have written
on several occasions to
seek continued employ-
ment. None of his letters

to the previous adminis-
tration were ever
acknowledged.”

“When he wrote again in
August 2015, following
his 57th birthday in May
2015, Minister of Health,
the Hon Eugene
Hamilton wrote to the
Permanent Secretary
with instructions that the

CMO remain employed
until May 2016. Dr
Martin therefore was
well aware, since
October 2015, that he
was expected to demit
office by the end of May
2016.”

According to the release,
“In addition, Dr Martin
had accumulated 356

vacation days as at the
end of May 2016. His
leave would therefore
end on or about
November 2017. He has
therefore benefitted from
extensions well beyond
the retirement age of 55
and will be nearly 60
years of age when he
officially demits office.
In light of these facts, it

is extremely unfortunate
that Dr. Martin has
sought to link his retire-
ment to alleged stem cell
research when he knows
that there is no stem cell
research currently occur-
ring in the Federation
and he fully understands
that his retirement should
have been initiated since
May 2016.”

Health Minister denies stem cell involvement;From page 22

Universal Green - seeking
landscaper with 5 years

experience Call 663-8912

For sale ( 1 ) 18ct white
Frigidaire Refrigerator

Contact 663-6296/760-0482
CLASSIFIED AD SPACE FOR

RENT CALL 469-5907
WANTED One Auto Body Technician at Strikers

Auto, Hermitage Road. Interested applicant may
apply in writing or at our Office 869-662-9285

NEVIS - Land for Sale
Clifton Estate

760-0482/663-6296

CLASSIFIED AD SPACE FOR
RENT CALL 469-5907

BOOK YOUR SPACE NOW AND
ADVERTISING YOUR BUSINESS

CARDS IN THE OBSERVER
CLASSIFIEDS CALL 469-5907

CLASSIFIED AD SPACE FOR
RENT CALL 469-5907

BOOK YOUR SPACE NOW AND
ADVERTISING YOUR BUSINESS

CARDS IN THE OBSERVER
CLASSIFIEDS CALL 469-5907
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