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By LR Liburd
St. Kitts-Nevis Observer

Her Ladyship, Justice
Marlene Ida Carter,
Resident High Court
Judge in St. Kitts, had
tendered her resignation.

A correspondence from
the Judicial and Legal
Services Commission,
dated Wednesday, June
29, 2016 and signed by
Secretary Kimberly
Cenac-Phulgence, noti-
fied Presidents of the
Regional Bar

Associations that Justice
Carter was resigning as a
High Court Judge of the
Eastern Caribbean
Supreme Court with
effect from Monday,
August 15, 2016.

The Trinidad native had
made history in the
Federation when she and
Justice Lorraine
Williams were sworn in
as High Court Judges for
the St. Kitts and Nevis

Circuits, respectively, on
June 30, 2014.

At press time, efforts to
contact Attorney-General
the Hon. Vincent Byron
Jr. were futile.
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Adv isory from
The St. K it ts-Nevis Observer...
BEWARE THE SCAMMERS!
Beware of correspon dence which
purports to make you rich overni ght.

DO NOT give out ANY
information concer ning your

credit card, bank accou nt, phon e
number or even your address.

St. Kitts Resident Judge tenders resignation



By David F. Roberts

Dr John Anthony
Roberts QC CBE who
has died, age 88 was a
man credited with many
firsts, the most notable
being the first person of
African ancestry to be
appointed by the
British Government
to serve as a High
Court Judge of the
Supreme Courts of
the British Virgin
Islands, and
Anguilla, British
West Indies in 1992.

Born in Sierra Leone
on 17 May 1928, Dr
Roberts was a keen
pianist, organist, gui-
tarist and choir
singer, who was pas-
sionate about help-
ing people. So eager
was he to serve his
people that he is
reputed to have been
the first Head of
Chambers to allegedly
accept seven female bar-
risters all at once,
unheard of in 1975.

Many regarded Dr John
Anthony Roberts QC
CBE, the first person of
African ancestry to be
made a Queen’s Counsel
in England and Wales, as
a modest humble man
that refused to push him-
self forward. However
many are of the view it
was this attitude coupled
with his unparalleled
self-belief that enabled
him to achieve the dis-
tinction of being the first
known person of African
ancestry to be the Head
of his Chambers in
England and Wales.

His Chambers at 2 Stone
Buildings was fully rep-
resentative, mixed and
diverse with Asian, white
and African and
Caribbean members; Dr
Roberts jocularly
remarked at a special
event held in his honour
at the House of
Commons in 2007 that at
one point there were
more white staff than
ethnic on his team.

In his earlier life Dr
Roberts, great grandson
of first President of
Liberia, Joseph Jenkins
Roberts pursued a career
as a pilot with account-
ing qualifications serv-
ing in the British Royal
Air Force (RAF). Here
he was posted to Europe,
the Near East, the Far

East and the South
Pacific as part of his air-
crew duties until 1962.
When not on duty Dr
Roberts was an avid
boxer and sprinter.
Immediately following
foreign service he was
invited to serve in the

Sierra Leone Civil
Aviation Service by the
then Prime Minister of
Sierra Leone, where he
worked in the Air Traffic
Control Services
Department until 1964.

Following his marriage
in 1961 to Jamaican,
Eulette, the couple bore a
son Tony before they
returned to the United
Kingdom where Dr
Roberts worked as a
Civil Servant between
1964 and 1969, during
which time he read law
part time at the Inns of
Court School of Law,
affirming his love for
helping people. He was
called to the Bar (Gray’s
Inn) in 1969, becoming a
Master of the Bench in
1996. In 1972 Dr
Roberts became a
Member of Lincoln’s
Inn.

In addition to the English
Bar, Dr Roberts may
have set a record by
being called to the Bars
of ten other countries
including: Jamaica
(1973), Sierra Leone
(1975), Trinidad &
Tobago (1978), Bahamas
(1984), St Kitts & Nevis
(1988), Antigua (2002),
Barbados (2002),
Bermuda (2003),
Anguilla (2006) and
Grenada (2007).

In recognising his many
accomplishments, Dr
Roberts has not only dis-
tinguished himself as a
legal maverick but has

made the African
Caribbean community
extremely proud by
being the first person of
African ancestry to be
made a Recorder of the
Crown Court in England
and Wales.

Dr Roberts, in
keeping with his
desire to empower
his people accepted
the role of Bencher
of the Council of
Legal Education in
Sierra Leone in
1990; and tutored
on Advocacy for a
period between
1990 and 1992 at
the Inns of Court
School of Law in
London.

As a means of
remaining active Dr
Roberts served as a
former President of
the British West
Indian Ex-

Servicemen and Ex-
Service Women’s
Association along with
serving as a former joint
President of the British
Caribbean Association,
UK.

Other accolades accord-
ed to Dr Roberts include
being made an Honorary
Citizen of Atlanta,
Georgia, USA in 1991; a
Freeman of the City of
London in 1996; an
Honorary Citizen of the
British Virgin Islands in
2000; and then receiving
an Honorary Doctorate
from City University in
1996.Dr Roberts also
served as a fellow of the
Chartered Institute of
Arbitrators and sat as an
arbitrator and a door ten-
ant at Warwick Court
Chambers for some
years. Arguably the
crowning achievement
was being awarded:
Commander of the
British Empire (CBE) in
the New Year’s Honours
in 2011. Dr Roberts was
given this award for the
Administration of
Justice, Diversity and
Equal Opportunities.

Dr Roberts is survived
by his wife Eulette, son
Tony, grandchildren:
Lauren and James and
great granddaughter:
Amelia

Recent video:
https://youtu.be/jMcBIyZ
VTm4

The verdict is in, Britain is out! Now comes the hard and scary part:
renegotiating a relationship with the European Union and or its indi-
vidual members; and a real fear of rejection.

The analysts are hard at work, explaining the result. They cite factors
such as geography, age, education. They say it was country versus
town. They blame immigration, race and hatred, and all permutations
of these factors. The real culprit here seems to have been apathy: 28%
didn’t vote. The ‘stayers’ thought they would win as per the predic-
tion of the polls, so many stayed at home, figuring that the decision
was already made; while these said polls galvanised the ‘leavers’ into
action. Some people claim they didn’t understand and want a redo.
Let’s assume that there is another referendum. Wouldn’t the European
Union have a right to conducts its own poll on whether to re-admit
Britain?

Britain is made up of England, Ireland, Scotland and Wales. Ireland
and Scotland voted to stay while Wales and England voted to go. The
country is divided and that Biblical warning comes to mind: a country
divided cannot stand. Prime Minister Cameron has already indicated
that he cannot stand.

Scotland and possibly Ireland want their own referendum, but that, of
necessity will be a two-way referendum: to gain independence and to
re-join the Union. After all, the European Union is a union of indepen-
dent countries who have agreed to yield portions of their sovereignty
in order to become stronger. So if Scotland (and Ireland) fail to gain
their independence, it is difficult to see how they can enter the Union
while still a part of Britain. To add to the misery of Britain, the future
of Gibraltar is once again uncertain.

On closer look, Britain was half-heartedly in the Union. It took no part
in the common currency and refused to harmonise many of its laws.
Some pundits explain the keeping of sterling by saying Britain’s
money must have a visage of the monarch. Well. It does now, but it is
predicted to settle eventually at the same rate as the Euro. Also, there
was no referendum on whether to join in the first place.

The most telling aspect of Brexit, however, is the ease of the break-up.
It was on a simple majority, 51.9 to leave and 48.1 to stay. That is a
very narrow margin indeed.By contrast, Nevis’ secession vote requires
a 67% yes vote all around. It’s too bad that the British, who gave us
a Constitution and weighted secession equation, neglected to protect
itself.

London Bridge is falling down. Britain is no longer Great!
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By Benito Wheatley

The United Kingdom
(UK) vote to leave the
European Union (EU) is
a game changer in
International Relations.
Britain’s withdrawal
from the EU will have
far-reaching implications
for Europe and beyond
and create a more uncer-
tain international envi-
ronment in which the
British Virgin Islands
(BVI) must operate.

The EU will lose one of
its most influential mem-
bers in world affairs.
The UK ispresently the
fifth largest economy in
the world, a Member of
both the G20 and G7, a
Permanent Member of
the UN Security Council
and a leading state in the
Commonwealth of
Nations. Britain’s exit
will certainly weaken EU
influence in the world
and make Britain less
influential in Europe and
globally.

Brexit is another blow to
efforts to maintain inter-
national stability follow-
ing the global financial
crisis in 2008-09.
Looking ahead,a conflu-
ence of international
political, economic and
social issues and events
risks further undermining
the stability of the world
system.

Britain’s negotiations
with the EU on the terms
of its exit are expected to
drag on at least through
2018 which will weigh
heavily oninternational
financial markets and the
stability of the euro and
pound, and test the
coherence of the EU.
Europe also continues to
bear the weight of
refugees fleeing conflict

and turmoil in the Middle
East and North Africa.

In the developing world,
emerging markets have
largely lost their eco-
nomic lustre. China’s
economy has significant-
ly slowed down,

although India’s growth
has accelerated. Tension
also continues to build in
the South China Sea over
the competing maritime
claimsof China, Vietnam
and the Philippines.
Russia remains under
United States (US) and

EU sanctions over
Ukraine, while Brazil,
South Africa and Nigeria
continue to be plagued
by systemic corruption.
Cuba and the US have re-
established diplomatic
and commercial ties, but
Venezuela is on the verge
of economic collapse and
political upheaval.Syria,
Iraq, Libya and Yemen
remain mired in civil
strife with limited
prospects for peace and
stability.

In the environmental
arena,global warming
will continue to cause
stronger and more fre-
quent storms, sea level
rise, desertification and
other negative impacts of
climate change.

The world economy is
also projected to contin-
ue to slow down through
2017 on a weaker expan-
sion of international
trade than initially fore-
casted.

A new international lead-
ership will be tasked with
managing these and other
issues in the years ahead.

In late 2016, a new
Secretary General of the
United Nations (UN) will
be appointed and the US
and Britain will have
new political leaders by
the end of the year. In
2017, France and
Germany could also have
new political leadership
depending on the out-
come of their national
elections.

Small states whose open
economies and fragile
environments are the
most vulnerable to exter-
nal shocks will have to
be even more vigilant
than during last year’s
international climate
change negotiations in
order to protect their eco-
nomic and environmental
interests.

In all of this, the BVI
must continue to
strengthen its global
position as an
International Finance
Centre (IFC) and tourism
destination, while devel-
oping new industries and
sectors, to ensure its eco-
nomic success through
the coming period of
uncertainty.
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By Monique Washington

The high rank police
officers of the Royal St.
Christopher and Nevis
Police Force boasted of a
517lbs. $7.75 million
drug bust last year in
November, but on
Tuesday, only 436lbs.
arrived in court with a
street value of $5.2 mil-
lion.

Patricesia James, a
Cherry Garden resident
appeared in Magistrate
court on Tuesday and
Magistrate Yasmine
Clarke found guilty of
having in her possession
over $5.2 million dollars

of cannabis, but
she was arrest-
ed in 2015 with
$7.75 million
dollars’ worth
of the drug,
according to a
police report
filed in 2015,
over $2.5 mil-
lion more what
the amount
brought to
court.

“A joint search
c o n d u c t e d
t o d a y
(November 13)
at 12.15 p.m. on
the residence of
P a t r i c e s i a

James in
C h e r r y
G a r d e n s ,
N e v i s
resulted in
the seizure

of 517 lbs. of marijuana
with a street value of
ECC $7.75million dol-
lars. This is the largest
seizure by Police in
recent years. James was

arrested and has been
charged with illegal pos-
session and possession
with intent to supply and
will be expected to
appear before the Court
shortly,” the 2015 police
release read.

Inquiries at the
Charlestown and
Basseterre police stations
resulted in high ranking
officers pointing to dif-
ferent stations. A police
office in Nevis stated that
the investigations were
carried out by officers in
St. Kitts, while St. Kitts
officers said it was a
Nevis matter.

On Tuesday, the
Observer questioned the
Commissioner of Police
(CoP) Ian Queeley about
the large difference in the
amount of narcotics
brought to court, com-
pared to the initial
amount they claimed
they had.

“During that period we
had a lot of drugs seized,
so I don’t know if it was
a combined weight they
were referring to,” CoP
Queeley told the
Observer.

However, Queeley was
quoted days after the
drug bust last November
saying “this most recent
seizure was a result of a
joint operation conducted
by our officers. It was
also the result of hard
work and commitment to
the very challenging task
at hand. Our teams suc-
cessfully executed an
operation that resulted in
the seizure of this very
significant quantity of
illegal drugs and the
arrest of one person.”

CoP Queeley directed the
Observer to Inspector
Travis Rogers, Anti-
Narcotics Squad (Drug
Squad).

Inspector Rogers told the
Observer that 517lbs.
were the initial amount
of drugs received from
Nevis after the bust. He
explained the difference
in weight can be attrib-
uted to the way they
weighed the drugs in
Nevis.

“They could have
weighed them in the bags
and buckets the drugs
were found in. They
could have weighed them
in the boxes that the
drugs were sent to St.
Kitts in and this could
impact the weight differ-
ence. It could also be that
the scale that they used is
different to the one that
drug analysis used. There
are many factors,” he
claimed.

Rogers explained that
shortly after the bust the
drugs were taken to St.
Kitts to be “properly
secured.”

“Because of the Jamaica-
style drugs we wanted to
properly secure them in
St. Kitts. We just didn’t
want anything to happen
to them,” Inspector
Rogers explained.

He said that after the
drugs arrived in St. Kitts
they were sent to for
analysis to be tested and
weighed and this weight
is the “official” weight of
the drugs,

Rogers explained he
orchestrated the move-
ment of the drugs from
St. Kitts to Nevis and
trusted the officers who
were in charge of trans-
porting the drugs.

“We (police) do not steal
drugs” he said.
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Police explain weight difference in the missing weed
Boxes, buckets could have been weighted with drugs



By Monique Washington

A 10-year-sentence for
trafficking drugs hung
over 21 year old
Patricesia James, a
Cherry Garden resident,
but she was spared and
walked out of the
Magistrate Court in
Charlestown on Tuesday
teary-eyed after being
found guilty of having in
her possession over $5.2
million dollars of
cannabis and fined
$100,000.

James, who was arrested
in November of 2015,
was reportedly found
with 517lbs. of marijua-
na with a street value of
ECC $7.75million dol-
lars in her house. On
Tuesday, officers
claimed it was only
436lbs. worth ECC
$5.232 million.

James, a mother of two,
faced Magistrate
Yasmine Clarke on
Tuesday and pleaded not
guilty to the charge of
possession of cannabis
and possession with

intent to supply. She was
charged on November
13, 2015 with the offens-
es. James was represent-
ed by attorney Natasha
Grey.

In court on Tuesday
police Acting Inspector
Eurita Collins-Percival
called investigating
Sargent Carline Phillps
to the stand to give her
testimony. According to
Philips, on November, 10
2015, a search warrant
was obtained and investi-
gations were carried out
on James’ residence in
Cherry Gardens.

“Based on intelligence
and further investiga-
tions the search warrant
was executed by the
Anti-Narcotics Unit,
Special Services Unit
and the Nevis Task Force
on the Cherry Gardens
residence of Patricesia
James on November 13,
around 12:15 p.m.,”
Philips said.

Sargent Phillps testified
that during the search the
cannabis was found

behind a locked
door in James’
home. When she
open the door the
several white
croucus bags were
discovered in the
corner of the
room, along with a
bucket and a taped
bale that was on
the top of the bags.
The officer said
she told James the
items were sus-
pected to be
cannabis. One of
the taped bales on
the top, Phipps
testified, had a hole in it,
though which she was
able to see a vegetable
material suspected to be
cannabis. James was
arrested and taken into
custody.

On November 21 the
drugs were transported to
St. Kitts for drug analysis
which determined that
the vegetable-like mater-
ial was cannabis and
weighed 436lbs. The
street value was an esti-
mated EC$5,232,000.

In her testimony, James
said the items were
brought to her house by a
very good friend from
Craddock Road. She told
the court that she had not
been at home for about a
week. She claimed that
the friend who is tall and
dark brought the items
four days before the
search was conducted
and she didn’t know
what was in the bags. She
admitted that she was at
home when the items
were brought to her
house.

Prosecutor Percival
asked the young lady if
she was paid to hold the
drugs and she said no.
Percival asked how much
she was offered to hold
the drugs and she said
she didn’t know they
were drugs and she was
not offered anything.

“So you trusted the per-
son enough to hold the
drug without payment?”
Percival asked.

“Yes your honor,” James
replied.

On re-examination,
James told the court she
didn’t know it was drugs.

After hearing the testi-
mony from both sides,
Magistrate Clarke found
James guilty on both
offences.

James’ attorney Grey
pleaded to the court for a
non-custodial sentence-
and noted James told the
court she was holding the
items for someone else.
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Left: Drugs in court on Tuesday
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Woman fined $100,000 for possessing
ECC $5.2 million worth of drugs



By LR Liburd
St. Kitts-Nevis Observer

American rapper Curtis
James Jackson, popularly
known by his stage name
50 Cent, was this after-
noon (Jun. 26) fined
EC$3,000 for using inde-
cent language during his
performance last night at
the 20th Annual St. Kitts
Music Festival held at
Warner Park in
Basseterre.

Also fined EC$3,000 was
Bajar Walter, who is said
to be 50 Cent’s body-
guard. Like 50 Cent, he
was charged for use of

indecent language and an
additional one for alleged-
ly obstructing an officer
while in the process of
executing his duties.

The men were ordered to
pay the fines forthwith,
which they did, and they
both regained possession
of their travel documents.

Represented by
A t t o r n e y s - a t - L a w
Chesley Hamilton,
Ogrenville Browne and
Merissa Hobson, both
men appeared before Her
W o r s h i p
Josephine Mallalieu-
Webbe in the District ‘A’

Magistrate Court shortly
after noon.

They pleaded guilty to the
charges of making use of
indecent language and the
obstruction charge against
Walter was withdrawn.

The case had concluded at
approximately 1:15 p.m.
And while a small curious
crowd had gathered at the
Independence Square,
most with cameras in
hand, awaiting the men’s
exit from the northern
door of the Sir
Lee Llewellyn Moore
Judicial and Legal
Services Complex where

a decoy vehicle was
positioned, 50 Cent
and Walter came
through the main
entrance and were hastily
whisked away to the air-
port.

It was learnt that 50 Cent
is scheduled to appear at
the upcoming BET
Awards.

Questioned on the unusu-
al Sunday opening of the
court for a trial, Hamilton
told The Observer that it
would have cost the
Government more money
if the matter was tried
tomorrow as scheduled,
because the American
rapper has a number of
engagements to fulfil.

He opined that due to his
contract and the condi-
tions under which he is a
signatory, it was a wise
move by the Government
to have 50 Cent’s case
tried today, knowing that
his flight was scheduled
for this afternoon and his
engagements may have
amounted to some
US$250 which might

have seen a court action
brought against the
Administration.

The Observer learned that
the American rapper, who
is internationally known
for his profanity-laced
lyrics, had used more than
a dozen expletives during
his performance last night.

It is understood that fol-
lowing his performance,
he was arrested and taken
to the Basseterre Police
Station.

Following the two men’s
arrest, a relatively large
crowd had gathered out-
side the Basseterre Police
Station sometime after
3:00 a.m.

Lawyer Hamilton was
also seen at the police sta-
tion and this media house
was told that a male exec-
utive of a very large busi-
ness entity in St. Kitts and
Nevis and a female had
secured bail for the two
men at the tune of

EC$5,000 each.

This is not the first time
that an American rapper
was arrested, charged and
fined for using indecent
language while perform-
ing at the St. Kitts Music
Festival.

In June 2003 DMX was
charged for use of inde-
cent language; however,
in 2014, headline act Rick
Ross committed the same
offence but no charges
were preferred against
him.

Commenting on the issue,
one individual said: “It is
known that a common
ingredient in many
American rap lyrics is
shameless profanity. The
people who are responsi-
ble for selecting artistes
for Music Festival know
this and yet they bring
these filthy mouth persons
to perform here. If you
take a guard dog to a
canine show, don’t you
expect it to bark?”
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50 Cent fined EC$3,000 for swear-
ing on Music Festival’s stage In The

Court
In The
Court



By Dave Kaiser

Robin Roberts, host of
the Good Morning
America (GMA) televi-
sion show and Petula
Skeete, her four-time
Emmy Award-winning
personal hair stylist, will
for the first time, appear
together for the
“#beautyFULL You
Women’s Conference”
on July 3 at the Four
Season’s Resort on
Nevis. The event culmi-
nates elaborate planning
by Skeete, also known as
“Hairstylist to the Stars,”

to return to her Nevisian
roots and empower hun-
dreds of local women to
recognize their individu-
ality.

The conference will fea-
ture a fashion show,
cocktails and presenta-
tions by Skeete and
members of the GMA
‘Glamour Brigade’ that
maintain Robert’s fresh
look before and during
The Today Show.

Roberts will deliver the
keynote address to
launch the day-long

event.

“It is my honour to deliv-
er the keynote address at
the #beautyFULL You
Women’s Conference in
Nevis,” Roberts said.
“The conference’s mes-
sage of inclusive beauty
and its celebration of
individuality are wel-
come and needed. I look
forward to sharing the
stage with my dear friend
Petula and helping her
kick off a conversation
about what’s
#beautyFULL that will
continue well past the

day of the event cross-
ing many international
borders.”

New memoir describes
Roberts’ ordeal

Robert’s mother used to
tell her, “Everybody’s
got something.”
Robert’s something was
myelodysplastic syn-
drome or MDS, a rare
blood disorder. A breast
cancer survivor,
Roberts underwent a
bone marrow transplant
in September 2012 to
treat MDS, receiving
donor cells from her sis-
ter, Sally Ann, and can-

didly documented her
journey.

Now, in a new memoir,
“Everybody’s Got
Something,” published
this week, she describes
her battle and incredible
support system —
including her family,
friends, and girlfriend,
Amber, who helped her
get through it all, from
the shock of the diagno-
sis through each mile-
stone in her recovery.

Skeets Journey Began
in Nevis

“I picked Nevis as the

first place to launch my
campaign because it’s
where I began my jour-
ney to find what is
#beautyFULL to me,”
Skeete explains. “Now I
am an accomplished
hairstylist working in
television and it is my
duty to tell women to
embrace what makes
them different and cele-
brate the things that oth-
ers may describe as
‘imperfections’ as they
might just be your plus.”

“It took me a long time to

C M Y K
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‘Hairstylist to the Stars’ Petula Skeete comes home
Goal to empower hundreds of Nevis women

Good Morning America (GMA) host Robin Roberts, left, discussed their appear-
ance in July 3 Nevis conference with her personal hair stylist Petula Skeete.



By Monique Washington

Constable Brian
Paquette, who was shot
more than a week ago in
the line of duty, is now
“hanging on by a string,”
according to his uncle
Austin Harris.

Constable Paquette was
shot in the leg more than
a week ago, remained in
the Joseph N. France
General Hospital (JNF)
for four days and flown
to Port of Spain General
Hospitalin Trinidad on
Monday.

The Dominica-born offi-
cer,with roots in St. Kitts,
served on the Royal St.
Christopher and Nevis
Police Force for the last
eight-to-10 years.

According to police
reports, Constable
Paquette and a second
officer responded to a
larceny reported on
Prickley Pear Alley,
Basseterre. A struggle
ensued when the two
officers attempted to
arrest the suspect.The
man allegedly grabbed

Constable Paquette’s
firearm and a round was
discharged. The bullet
stuck Paquette in his left
leg. It is alleged numer-
ous calls were required
before the ambulance
was dispatched. Reports
indicate Constable
Paquette was in critical
but stable condition, but
the injured officer’s
uncle said that it was not
true.

On Wednesday, Austin
Harris, Constable
Paquette’s uncle, spoke

exclusively with The
Observer and said his
nephew is not fine. He
said his nephew had his
leg amputated, and now
his liver is failing.

On Tuesday, Harris was
questioned about why his
nephew was delayed in
St. Kitts, and why he
wasn’t flown out sooner.
He said on Monday, air
ambulance services flew
Officer Paquette to
Trinidad after he spent
four days at JNF.

“I am pissed off,” Harris

exclaimed. “My nephew
got shot in the line of
duty, why wasn’t he
transported sooner?”

The uncle told The
Observer that Dr.
Cameron Wilkinson,who
took care of Constable
Paquette, suggested that
the policeman be flown
off island within 24-to-
48 hours after he was
shot. He needed further
medical treatment, but
instead sat in the hospital
four days, which caused
his leg to “rot” and dead-
ly toxins to attack both
kidneys which has
caused them to begin to
fail.

“On Friday, we were told
that the air ambulance
was cancelled because
there wasn’t any insur-
ance,” Harris said. “As a
family we decided we
would pay for it and hope
we would be reimbursed,
as described by Mr.
Brandy, by the police
association. My nephew
had gotten worse and
wasn’t stable enough to
travel on Saturday.”

“My nephew received
two rounds of dialysis
while he was in St.
Kitts,” Harris said.“They
flew him out yesterday
(Monday) and in a half
hour, they will be ampu-
tating his entire leg
because it has rotted.”
Continuing, Harris said
his nephew has been
under sedation and when
he awakes he will have
one less limb.

Harris claimed Dr.
Wilkinson may have
caused the “hold up” in
getting his nephew off
island.

“He said he had to email
his colleagues, and then
they had to figure out
what hospital would take
him, and then they need-

ed to know who would
pay for it,” Harris said.
“He was shot in the line
of duty, his employer is
responsible for paying
and (ACP) Hilroy
Brandy already assured
us that paying isn’t an
issue.”

Harris confirmed his
nephew is not in stable
condition.

“My nephew was shot in
his leg, the bullet trav-
eled, hit a major artery
and came through his
groin,” Harris said. “He
lost a lot of blood and he
had to receive a lot of
blood. They have placed
him on antibiotics to pro-
tect his other organs from
the toxins.”

The Observer contacted
Dr. Cameron Wilkinson
on Wednesday, who
declined comment say-
ing, “It is a bad time. I
am busy with patients.”
The doctor said he would
call later, but hung up
before taking our phone
number.

A high-ranking officer
informed The Observer
on Wednesday that
attempts were made to
fly Paquette out since
Saturday but he was not
stable enough for the
flight. They also said that
on Monday it took hours
after the air ambulance
arrived before the officer
was stable enough for the
two-hour flight to
Trinidad.

Harris noted that his
nephew will be in
Trinidad for some time
as he will need to be
counselled and receive
physical therapy to help
him to be mobile.

“I’m just asking that you
keep him in your
prayers,” Harris said.

LOCAL NEWS

Uncle claims slow response, hesitation to transfer
hospitals, resulted in police officer
losing his leg, liver malfunction
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By LR Liburd
St. Kitts-Nevis Observer

The police officer, who
was reportedly shot on
Thursday (Jun. 23) with
his own service pistol in

the line of duty, had his
injured leg amputated in
the twin-island Republic
of Trinidad and Tobago,
according to informed
sources.

Contrary to earlier
reports, The Observer
understands that
Constable Paquette was
not shot by the individual
who was arrested but the
officer who had accom-

panied him in response to
a report of larceny.

Initially, it was reported
that at about 1:00 a.m. on
the day in question,
Paquette and another
officer were responding
to a report of larceny in
the Greenlands area
when they had observed
an individual whom they
deemed a person of inter-
est.

According to reports, the
two officers stopped the
man and on searching
him found a knife in his
possession. In an attempt
to arrest him, a struggle
ensued among the trio
and the man allegedly
grabbed Paquette’s
firearm.

A round was discharged
during the process and it
struck Paquette in his leg.

The man, Evron
Williams, was subdued,
taken to the Basseterre
Police Station and subse-
quently charged with
attempting to make use
of a firearm with intent to
prevent his lawful appre-
hension.

Paquette was taken to the
JNF Hospital, where he
was warded for a few
days and later winged out
to Trinidad and Tobago
for advanced medical
treatment.

However, with little
details of the embattled
officer, a police commu-

niqué issued on Tuesday
afternoon (Jun. 28)
informed that Paquette
was sent overseas and the
Office of Professional
Standards was looking
into the matter.

“With regards to the inci-
dent which took place on
Thursday June 23rd in
Basseterre, the matter
has been referred to the
Office of Professional
Standards and the injured
officer is presently
receiving further medical
treatment overseas. We
want to reassure the pub-
lic that we will follow the
procedures to the highest
standard and will keep
them informed of any
developments as they
occur.”
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By Dave Kaiser

Stem cell research pro-
grams and treatments are
always controversial;

however, St. Kitts and
Nevis medical communi-
ty, researchers, business-
men and government
officials recently ignited

a fire-storm
that endangered at least
one medical tourist’s life
when the regenerative
research program came

to an abrupt halt.

Details about a revised
and active regenerative
research project were

revealed last week when
Chief Medical Officer
(CMO) Dr. Patrick
Martin discussed the
project right before
being sent on pre-retire-
ment leave after passing
55, the mandatory retire-
ment age of civil ser-
vants. Shortly after
Martin’s resignation,
Minister of State with
responsibility for
Heathcare, Wendy
Phipps, denied stem cell
research was underway,
calling it a regenerative
medicine project using
plasma-based infusion
therapies.

The program was criti-
cized right away by a
variety of detractors,
including former Prime
Minister Prime Minister
Denzil Douglas, who
voiced disappointment
that the stem cell pro-
gram he proposed had
been deserted.

On Wednesday June 29
during his monthly press
conference, Prime
Minister Dr. the
Honourable Timothy
Harris, criticized
Douglas and other
detractors of the regener-
ative medicine project as
“fear-mongers, acting at
the highest level of irre-
sponsibility.”

“[Former Prime Minister
Minister] Denzil
Douglas has no moral
minimum and there is no
low too low for him to
go,” Dr. the Honourable
Prime Minster Harris
said. “In order to desta-
bilize the country with
the hallucination that he
can get back in [office].
It will not happen
because the people of St.
Kitts and Nevis will not
return to the rejects.”

Prime Minister Dr. the
Honourable Timothy
Harris criticized com-
plainers as, “wanna-be

doctors and politicians
who are inexperienced
and do not understand
the first call should be to
save lives.”

“My government prides
itself in doing the right
things, the right way, and
at the right time,” Dr. the
Honourable Prime
Minster Harris said. “We
give premium attention
to doing this. Indeed it is
because we love doing
things right, but some
criticize us of being
tardy, because we are not
rushed, consultations are
important, although they
come with a price if they
are going to be time con-
suming if they are going
to be meaningful.”

The Prime Minister said
before he considered
entry into medical
tourism and regenerative
medicine in particular,
he discussed the pros and
cons with experts and
obtained opinions with
informed consultations.

“I want to make it clear
that this government did
its due diligence; we
sought advice far and
near,” Dr. the
Honourable Prime
Minster Harris
explained. Every entity
with which we consulted
supported our thrust into
regenerative medicine.
They told us it was the
only wave of the future.”

“We never hurried into
implementing the
arrangements left behind
by the rejected Douglas
regime,” Dr. the
Honourable Prime
Minster Harris said. We
sought competent and
independent advice from
the health fraternity in
the Nevis Island admin-
istration and at the
Federal level. We sought
independent and objec-
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By Geno Lawrenzi Jr.

A former Charlestown
school teacher has made
it to the top.

Anthony Michael
Perkins, a civil engineer,
school teacher and
politician, has been elect-
ed speaker of the
National Parliament in
St. Kitts and Nevis.

Mr. Perkins received his
primary education at
Charlestown Boys
School and his secondary
education at Charlestown
Secondary School. He
matriculated to Sixth
Form at Basseterre
Senior High School
where he made it to and
secured advance level
passes in mathematics

and physics.

He also served as sports
master and left Nevis to
pursue his education
at Florida Agricultural
and Mechanical
University. He also
attended the Florida State
University School of
Engineering.

In 1991 Perkins received
his Bachelor of Science
degree in the field
of civil engineering. He
went to work as a civil
engineer for the
government in the Public
Works Department and
was promoted to director
of that department.

He served as project
manager for several
major island projects,

including construction of
the Deep Water Port;
building the airport
terminal; worked on the
Charlestown Water
Front; and reconstructed
the Island Main Road.

From 1996 to 2001, he
was project manager in
the Ministry of Works.
From 2001 to 2006, he
served as elected repre-
sentative for St. Paul in
Nevis. He also worked
as Minister of
Communications after
his party, the Concerned
Citizens Movement, lost
at the polls in 2006.

Perkins pursued an MBA
in general management
from Metropolitan
College of Yew York
where he was a 2008

graduate.

From 2006 to 2010, he
was a senator in the
National Assemly. He
also had time to work as
a private consultant in
the Nevis Island
Administration. After
being nominated as a
senator, he was elected
deputy speaker to the
federal parliament.

He and his wife, Linda,
have two sons, aged 17
and 10. They have
been married 20 years.

Perkins is an admitted
problem solver who
takes great pleasure in
serving the public. He is
passionate about individ-
ual rights, justice
and sports.

Premier of Nevis The
Hon. Vance Amory will
seek another term in the
Nevis Island Assembly
when his current term
expires in January 2018,
if he does not call elec-

tions before that date.

This information came
from a close confidant of
the Nevis Premier who
stoke to The Observer on
condition of anonymity.

The source said this deci-
sion was not easy for the
veteran politician.

He is serving his fourth
term as Premier and con-
sidered stepping down

when this term ends, but
hundreds of Nevisians,
many in influential posi-
tions in the island, have
pled with Mr. Amory to
stay on. They say he is
needed to continue to
maintain the balance of
power in St. Kitts and to
ensure that the current
government continues in
Nevis for another five
years.

Our source said that,
“bringing the finances of
the Nevis Island adminis-
tration under control,
lowering the island’s
debt and ushering in new
blood to create a party
Amory is currently nur-
turing with sufficient
decorum is necessary to
shepherd Nevis to green-

er pastures.

Amory was first elected
to the Nevis Island
assembly in 1987 as the
representative for the
Parish of St. George’s.
Since his first election,
Armory has never lost
and maintains lopsided
margins in seven local
elections since his first

contest.

The Premier’s decision
has put on hold the aspi-
rations of several would-
be politicians with plans
to tackle the St. George’s
Gingerland seat. The list
includes CCM Chairman
Stedman Tross, who it is
claimed is Mr. Amory’s
favorite to replace him;
Permanent Secretary in

the Ministry of Finance,
Colin Dore. Dore has
confirmed to CCM sup-
porters that he is interest-
ed but does not stand a
chance if he is not
anointed by Mr. Amory.

Another is the Permanent
Secretary in The
Ministry of Agriculture,
Eric Evelyn, who though
not interested could be
persuaded.

Troy Liburd, Junior
Minister in the Ministry
of Work also has his eyes
on the Gingerland seat
according to sources
close to Liburd.

For now and for the next
election, Amory is stay-
ing put.
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By LR Liburd
St. Kitts-Nevis Observer

The twin-island
Federation of St. Kitts
and Nevis has recorded
its 16th homicide for the
year with the shooting-
death of a young man
who is believed to hail
from New Road
Housing.

Reports reaching The
Observer states that
shortly before 7:00 a.m.
on Thursday (Jun. 30),
Khoy ‘Red Rat’ Jeffers
was shot multiple times
while in the vicinity of an
alley in College Street
Ghaut, Basseterre.

This media house learned

that a unit from the
Emergency Medical
Services was summoned
and he was rushed to the
Joseph N France General
Hospital, where he suc-
cumbed to his injuries.

In an effort to gain more
information on the inci-
dent, The Observer con-
tacted the Police Force’
Public Relations Office
and was told by Grell
Browne that he could
only say that there was a
shooting incident in
Basseterre but no word
was passed to him con-
cerning Jeffers’ death.

On Friday, November 10,
2006, Jeffers was arrest-
ed and charged, along

with three others, with
the murder of Michelle
Weekes-Benjamin ,
whose partly decom-
posed body was dis-
covered in a septic
tank in a building
under construction on
Rosemary Lane some
two days after she
failed to report for
work at the St. Kitts-
Nevis Anguilla
National Bank at the
Pelican Mall in
Basseterre.

He was remanded to
Her Majesty’s Prison
but was subsequently
exonerated of the
charge by the High
Court.
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By Monique Washington

Maude Crosse
Preparatory School stu-
dents Alexa Liburds
Walwyn and Carlon
Tuckette were top “Test
of Standards” performers
in results released this
week. Last year, Maude
Crosse Preparatory
School also produced the
two top students on the
island, Jayden Dore and
Patrice Nisbet II.

The top 10 students on
the island were: Alexa
Liburds Walwyn, Maude
Crosse Preparatory;
Jahkela Barrett,
Charlestown Primary;
Brianne Chapman, St.
Thomas Primary; Julissa
Griffin, Joycleyn Liburd

Primary; Sarahi
Archibald, Charlestown
Primary; Tnajhe Jeffers,
St. Thomas; Carlon
Tuckette, Maude Crosse
Preparatory; Jada John,
Nevis Academy;
Alexander Caines,
Maude Crosse
Preparatory; and
Richonne Westerman,
Charlestown Primary.

On Wednesday, Nevis
Education Officer, Avril
Elliott congratulated the
top students on the
island who sat for the
June exam.

Alexa Liburd-Walwyn,
who attends Maude
Crosse Preparatory
School, was the top stu-
dent in Social Studies,in

Mathematics; Overall
Best-girl; and the Overall
top-student in the 2016
Test of Standards with an

90.58 percent
average. Carlon
Tuckette, also of
Maude Crosse
P r e p a r a t o r y
School was top
boy with an 83.67
percent average.

Jahkela Barrett,
C h a r l e s t o w n
Primary was the
top scorer in
Language Arts;
Jaden Liburd,
C h a r l e s t o w n
Primary, tied with
Walwyn as a top

placer in Mathematics;
T’ya Kelly, Ivor Walters;
and T’najhe Jeffers, St.

Thomas’ were top plac-
ers in Science.

Education Officer Elliott
commended the “princi-
ples, teachers, parents
and well-wishers who
worked tirelessly to
ensuring that these stu-
dents reached the level
they have today.”

The St. Kitts and Nevis
Ministry of Education
administers the test in
four subjects: English,
Mathematics, Science
and Social Studies. More
than 3,000 Federation
students took the tests
this year. Education offi-

cials refer to the test as a
“key placement exam.”

According to the min-
istry,“the ‘test of stan-
dards’ is administered to
all students of grades
three through six each
year, and is taken simul-
taneously at all primary
and private schools. For
grade six students the
results of this test are
used almost exclusively
as the yardstick by which
to measure students’ abil-
ity to perform at the sec-
ondary level, and accord-
ingly, to place students in
the first form of the sec-
ondary school.”

By Monique Washington

Past Four Seasons
employees packed the
Red Cross Building in
Charlestown, Nevis on
Thursday evening to ask,
“when will we get our
money?”

A previous owner of the
Four Seasons reportedly
paid current employees
$10,000 to $30,000 dur-
ing the past two weeks as
part of their
pension/retirement pack-
age.

Michelle Hill was select-
ed to chair a five-member
committee formed during
the meeting. Other com-
mittee members are Jose
Green, Victor Pemberton,
Jean Caines and Orville
Daniel.

Speaking with the
Observer after the meet-
ing, Chairperson Hill
said, “The level of uncer-
tainty in relation to the
pension scheme for past
Four Seasons hotel
employees” triggered the
meeting.

She said the committee’s
goal is to bring a
“speedy” resolution to
on-going concerns and to
“Establish some level of
certainty as to when, how
and by whom payment
will be made from the
Retirement Pension Plan
Contribution to past
employees.“

Hill said the next meet-
ing will be next Tuesday
July 5 at the Red Cross
Building in Charlestown
at 5 p.m.

‘Test of Standards’ results
For second time, two top students from Maude Crosse Prep

Grievance
committee tells
Four Seasons,
“We want our
money.... now”

Avril Elliott
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By Monique Washington

The Nevis Historical and
Conservation Society
hasbegunits first roundof
discussionsabout a pro-
posed partnership and
cooperation agreement
between the society and
the Daniel Burke Library
of Hamilton College of
New York.

According to the
Hamilton College web-
site, “The Daniel Burke

Library has
an outstand-
ing collec-
tion of rare
books and
other special
collections.”
The collec-
tion is par-
t i c u l a r l y
strong in
r e l i g i o n ,
c l a s s i c s ,
local histo-
ry, the

Adirondacks,
and Civil War
regimental his-
tories (espe-
cially New
York State). Of
particular note
are the
B e i n e c k e
Lesser Antilles
Collection, the
Ezra Pound
Collection, and
the Communal
S o c i e t i e s

Collection noted below.
These are our premiere
collections where the
Library has distinctive
and unique holdings.”

Christian Goodwillie,
directorand curator of the
Special Collection and
Archives at the Hamilton
College Library recently
visited Neviswith St.
Kitts and Nevis
P e r m a n e n t
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Daniel Burke Library partnership

Lesser Antilles Collection has thousands
of manuscripts, printed books
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Hairstyling tips from
Petula Skeete:

• When changing hairstyles, take into
consideration how much time you have
for styling every day.

• Too much heat can damage hair.
Regulate temperature to heat texture.
The coarser the hair, the more heat you
can use.

• Trim hair every six to eight weeks to
maintain shape and style.

• Use moisturizing products or a leave-in
conditioner after every chemical hair
service.

• If hair is dry, give a moisture treatment.
• If hair is shedding or breaking, give a
protein treatment.
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Representative to the
Organization of
American States(OAS)
His Excellency
Dr.Everson Hull to
begindiscussions.

During his visit
Goodwillie said the col-
lege has three major col-
lections. It has 1,700
manuscripts and many
thousands of printed
books from the Lesser
Antilles. Birth registers
of the Stapleton family
and the Jefferson Papers
are in the collections.

“We have completed the
digitization of all the
manuscripts because
there is a lot of interna-
tional demand for that
material,” Goodwillie
said. “This will be avail-
able online at the end of
the year.”

NHCS Executive
Director Nicole Liburd
spoke briefly with the
Observer on Thursday
and noted the importance
of the proposed partner-
ship.

“Thisproject has great
potential for Nevis,”
Liburd said. “First we
will be able to preserve
our documents; there
would not be as much
handling of thesefragile
documents. Plus more
people will have asses to
the documents. So if
someone is in college
somewhere else and they
need to view adocument,
instead of sending a fam-
ily member to the muse-
um, making a copy and
having that copy sent to
them,they will be able to
go online, maybe pay a
fee and view the docu-
ment themselves.”

In May, NHCS received
a new document scanner
as a donation by
Nevisian Ambassador
Dr. Everson.

Liburd said Goodwillie
was informed about
NIHS historical docu-
ments and equipment
being used to digitize the
documents. She said
when Goodwille visited
the facility he showed the
staff additional features
available on their new

scanner.

During the presentation
of the scanner in last
month,Hull explained he
saw the scanner at work
during his trip to
Hamilton College and
noted how important it
could be in archiving and
preserving Nevis histori-
cal documents.

“It is very important in
terms of archiving and
preserving our very rich
history,” Hull explained.
“This is especially true
with Alexander
Hamilton. Americans are
becoming very interested
in Alexander Hamilton’s
history. The scanner will
be great to digitalize
manuscripts.”

Executive Director
Liburd noted she was
impressed by the work
former NHCS Executive
Director Evelyn Henvil
and her staff put in to
digitalize the documents.

“We hope we can begin
this partnership in the
near future,” Liburd con-
cluded.
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realize that it’s the things
that I have tried to hide
from the world that actu-
ally made me different
and beautiful,” Skeete
continued. “Now, I want
to share this with every
woman on the planet and
make sure they feel as
#beautyFULL as I do.”

After leaving Nevis, it
took Skeete a long time
to discover her individual
beauty. She describes the
conference as, part of a
mission “to inspire and
empower women every-
where to find beauty in
their individuality and
celebrate their differ-
ences.”

“I was inspired to start
#beautyFULL You to dis-
cuss the scars that I car-
ried for the first 20 years
of my life, wondering
what true beauty is,”
Skeete said. She is anx-
ious and hopeful that this
experience will encour-
age women like her to
feel liberated from main-
stream concepts of beau-
ty and self-image.

“Most of all, this event
will seek to unleash their
inner beauty and help
them realize the only per-
son who can validate you
is you,” Skeete added.

Her goal is to empower
women on a local level,
encourage them to share
their stories and spark a
global conversation
about inclusive beauty.

‘Beauty Brigade’
Presentation

Skeete will appear with
“Beauty Brigade,” team
members assigned to pre-

pare Roberts before each
show and maintain her
fresh appearance
throughout the show.
Team members will pro-
vide insight about what it
is like to be assigned to
prepare television per-
sonalities like Roberts
overcome the challenges
of being on-camera and
under harsh lighting.

GMA Glamour Brigade
team members will pro-
vide behind-the-scenes
commentary about their
activities. Presentations
will be given by Skeete,
makeup artist Elena
George, and wardrobe
stylist Di’Andre Tristan.
They will reveal tips and
secrets to show audience
members how to choose
their makeup and clothes
to look as if their appear-
ance was prepared by a
professional makeup
team.

The team will describe
how attendees can
release their inner beauty
and do make-up
makeovers. Experts will
discuss: wardrobe and
hair-styling tips and tuto-
rials; and discuss show
how to carry out effec-
tive makeup techniques.

Skeete opening Nevis
salon

At the same time, Skeete
announced plans to open
and operate a hairstyling
salon on Nevis at the
Four Season’s Resort. It
will cater to the public
and to celebrity clients
that visit the island for
vacation. Skeete plans to
model the Nevis salon
after her Royal Mountain
Salon on West 23rd
Street in Manhattan,
New York.

Sponsoring breast can-
cer effort

As a secondary mission,
the conference aims to
bring attention to the
importance of breast
exams and mammo-
grams for the early detec-
tion and prevention of
breast cancer.

Skeete is personally ded-
icated to helping
Caribbean women who
have been affected by
mastectomies to be fitted
with bras and prosthesis
as part of their journey to
feel whole again. It is her
personal mission to
ensure that help is given
to every Nevisian woman
who needs prosthesis.

“It is with great pride
and admiration that we
welcome Petula home
and embrace
#beautyFULL You to the
Federation of St. Kitts-
Nevis and more impor-
tantly Nevis,” said the
Hon. Mark Brantley,
Minister of Tourism for
Nevis. “It will be an
incredibly beneficial and
visionary beauty event
that we sincerely hope
will be repeated annual-
ly. From her longstand-
ing work with local can-
cer patients to the launch
of this conference, Petula
has never forgotten her
roots, has always given
back and is a source of
pride to us all.”

The conference is being
supported by IT
Cosmetics, CŌTZ® -
Mineral Sunscreens; The
Four Seasons Resort
Nevis; HEX
Performance-Detergent
Designed For Today’s
Laundry’ and the Nevis
Board of Tourism.

Registration is now open
for the conference, which
will be hosted by Four
Seasons Resort Nevis
and held on July 3, 2016.
Information is available
at www.beautyFULLcon
ference.com. Tickets can
be purchased locally at
Glitz and Glam Boutique
in Charlestown, Nevis,
for 135 E.C ($60 U.S.) or
by calling 869-667-7142.
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‘Hairstylist to the Stars’ Petula Skeete comes home
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tive advice from the members of the
Medical Board.”

In the end Dr. the Honourable Prime
Minster Harris said he was persuaded
the country and its people will benefit
from a well-organized program for
regenerative medicine, one of the
fastest-growing areas of medical provi-
sion. He said the new year will bring
new skill sets and a range of support
systems and institutions to St. Kitts
and Nevis while also bringing people
of high net worth to the country.

“This will translate into more jobs,
higher incomes and economic opportu-
nity to all the people of the
Federation,” Dr. the Honourable Prime
Minster Harris said. “At the same time
it will let this country contribute to
global demand for such medical ser-
vices. Indeed, we are making contribu-
tions to the finest facilities that are here
doing high-quality research in

Parkinson’s Disease, in reproductive
systems and other ailments.”

The Prime Minister predicted regener-
ative research will provide many
Nevisians to engage in science.

“Equally we took into account the high
level of non-communicable diseases in
our region,” Dr. the Honourable Prime
Minster Harris explained. “There is a
distinct possibility to offer therapies at
affordable costs right here in St. Kitts
and Nevis to assist our people who
struggle every day with diabetes,
hypertension, spinal cord injuries,
stroke and other ailments.”

He said all of these were factored into
his informed decision-making.

The PM said that before the com-
mencement of regenerative therapy the
Hon. Wendy Phipps and her staff met
with Dr. Cameron Wilkinson and rep-

resentatives of the regenerative therapy
staff to discuss the entire process, the
protocols, the do’s and don’ts and
expectations of everyone involved
with the project.

He said having such a successful pro-
gram will provide a great opportunity
for medical tourism.

“Ask yourself; was this hue and cry
over regenerative medicine neces-
sary?” Dr. the Honourable Prime
Minster Harris asked. “The resounding
answer is no. It is false and lies at work
because when you take into account
that the Opposition government had
agreed to pursue regenerative medicine
would they have heard the noise?”

“This government said no to the kind
of stem cell engagement which
Douglas had proposed. We were pres-
sured by entities who said they had an
agreement with former Prime Minister
Douglas to do stem cell research and
we said embryotic research will not
survive here.”

Background information

More than two years ago, the
Federation’s Chief Medical Officer Dr.
Patrick Martin revealed details about a
stem cell research project and submit-
ted them for consideration by govern-
ment regulatory agencies. After fine-
tuning by medical experts, the project
outline went to then Prime Minister
Denzil Douglas and was later approved
by the St. Kitts and Nevis Cabinet.

“Government has given approval to a
research project involving the use of
plasma-based infusion therapies, to a
limited number of overseas
patients. The project, as approved, will
not extend to any residents of St. Kitts
and Nevis. It is a Phase 2-staged
Clinical Trial of a research initiative
that has already received US Food &
Drug Administration (FDA) level one
approval,” Minister Phipps explained.

Free-for-all results

Since then, the topic has evolved into a
free-for-all involving protestations by
former Prime Minister Denzil Douglas
and the Labour Party, suggesting that
Prime Minister Dr. the Honourable
Timothy Harris should resign his post.
At the same time there were resigna-
tion calls for Health Minister Eugene
Hamilton.

The stipulation that doctors,
researchers and legislators avoid prof-
iting from the research program did not
stop opportunists and stem cell entre-
preneurs from attempting to position
themselves in key roles in the future.

CMO Acting Chief Comments

Thursday, Dr. Cameron Wilkinson, act-
ing CMO and chief of staff at St. Kitts
Joseph N. France (JNF) General
Hospital, upheld the stem cell research
program, saying it could help patients
with a wide variety of ailments includ-
ing spinal cord injuries, Type I
Diabetes, and osteoarthritis.

“The next chapter of medical research
will use stem cells instead of donated
organs,” Dr. Wilkinson said. He
described embryonic stem cells, those
found in the early embryo.

“Medical studies of tissue stem cells,
which are found in our bodies all our
lives, have been going on for more
than 60 years,” he explained. Tissues
in the human body are maintained and
repaired throughout life by stem cells,
which are very different than embryon-
ic stem cells.

The latest use of these techniques
involves induced pluripotent stem
cells. Although similar to embryonic
stem cells these are made from special-
ized adult cells using a laboratory tech-
nique discovered in 2006, and less con-
troversial.

Pioneering research on blood stem
cells has been on ongoing for 60 years
with stem cell therapy, such as bone
marrow transplants able to replace a
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Magistrate Clarke
reminded Grey of the
saying “the harbourer is
worse than the thief.”

Grey asked the court
“temper justice with
mercy. Give her the
opportunity to return to
society and care for her
children and let her know
what she did was wrong.
I am begging the court to
consider outside acusto-
dial sentence.

Clarke noted that accord-
ing to the Drug
Prevention and
Abatement of the misuse
of drugs, Chapter 15, 6 3,
James is also guilty of
trafficking and stated
that once a person is
found with more than 15
grams of cannabis they
are considered as a traf-
ficker.

“You do not need to be
charged with trafficking
once they have more
than 15 grams it is

deemed to have it for
trafficking,” Clarke said
that the sentence is a
maximum of 10 years or
a minimum of five years
for the offence.

James was convicted and
fined on possession of
cannabis with intent to
supply. She has to pay
EC$100,000, to be paid
in six months, or face
two years in prison.
James was convicted, but
not fined for possession
of the drug.

Woman fined $100,000 for possessing
ECC $5.2 million worth of drugs

From page 7
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Continued on page 23

Stem cell vs. regenerative research?From page 12
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Chef needed at Mount Nevis
Hotel with 5 year experience.

Contact @ 469-9373.

(1) Help and (1)
Bartender Wanted

Please contact: 663-8804
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patient’s diseased blood
system for life.

Basics determined a
year ago

Dr. Wilkinson confirmed
that more than a year ago
the Federation’s medical
body supported the
establishment of an adult
regenerative stem cell
program. He pointed out
the decision was based
on:

Providing economic ben-
efit to the island from
medical tourism; and

Rely on the Medical
Board for advice about
the best direction for-

ward to ensure the pro-
gram was safe, ethical
and successful.

He said pursuant to the
Medical Act a medical
board was established to
regulate certain cate-
gories of practitioners.
Dr. Wilkinson empha-
sized this board had no
authority to provide
medical advice about
advancements to the St.
Kitts and Nevis govern-
ment. Board members
would be asked their
opinion about initiatives
and if they agreed upon
their utility would sup-
port them.

It was emphasized that
no entity would have

(financial) gain from the
initiative and it was
approved by the Cabinet.

Dr. Wilkinson said three
rooms in JFN would be
allocated to the research.
The research would only
involve foreign patients
enrolled in the study
without any plans to
have local participants.

Dr. Wilkinson indicated
that communications
weaknesses in the pro-
gram came to a head on
June 13 when, while dur-
ing an operation, he
received a call saying a
patient enrolled in the
research was being
moved to a regular hos-
pital ward while the pro-

gram was halted.

According to Dr.
Wilkinson, the decision
ignored established pro-
cedures and concerns
about the patient’s well-
being.

“The Chief Medical
Officer has the authority
to consult with the exec-
utive management com-
mittee individually or
collectively on matters
that pertain to the deliv-
ery of quality medical
and health services,” Dr.
Wilkinson said. “The
CMO [Dr. Martin] did
not consult any member
of the executive board.”

Dr. Wilkinson said Dr.
Martin was well aware

of the research taking
place and that it was
authorized.

When Dr. Wilkinson
became aware of the sit-
uation, he said, “It was
handled as I would have
dealt similar matters in
the past. I gave the
authorization for the pro-
cedure to continue with
the best interest of the
patients in mind. I could
not recklessly stop the
treatment mid-stream
and allow the patients to
suffer. As physicians, we
are guided by the princi-
ple of first, do no harm.”

Dr. Wilkinson later
informed junior and
senior Ministers of

Health who sanctioned
his decision.

The implementation of
this program would pro-
vide numerous economic
benefits to St. Kitts and
Nevis universities and
colleges offering med-
ical and health science
programs; medical
tourism benefits, includ-
ing the establishment of
health centres and relat-
ed tourism; and low-cost
medical care, often esti-
mated at as much as 98
percent lower than in
other countries. Such
programs have already
been successful in other
Caribbean countries
such as the Bahamas,
and Jamaica.

Stem cell vs. regenerative research?
From page 22

Apartments and House for rent in
Charlestown and Gingerland furnished

and unfurnished Call:762-5171

Wanted two (2) Handyman at House
of Blinds #2 Low Street. Please con-

tact us at 669-8277/765-9757
CLASSIFIED AD SPACE FOR

RENT CALL 469-5907
WANTED One Auto Body Technician at Strikers

Auto, Hermitage Road. Interested applicant may
apply in writing or at our Office 869-662-9285

BOOK YOUR SPACE NOW AND
ADVERTISING YOUR BUSINESS

CARDS IN THE OBSERVER
CLASSIFIEDS CALL 469-5907

Safety Instincts Ltd is seeking 4 Male and
1 Female for Safety Officers Must be will-
ing to train in self defense. Call 765-5780



By LR Liburd
St. Kitts-Nevis Observer

Just two days after the shooting-death
of a Sandy Point resident, two young
men in St. Kitts are nursing gunshot
wounds at the JNF Hospital following
a shooting incident at The Strip in
Frigate Bay.

Information reaching The Observer
states that at about 2:a.m. on Monday
(Jun. 27), Timoy Henry of Shadwell
and Lewis ‘Big Smoke’ Powell of Fort
Thomas Road were shot while in the
vicinity of Breeze Bar.

Henry was shot to the neck and Powell
to one of his legs.

The Observer was told that while the
injured men were being transported in
a private vehicle to the hospital, anoth-
er vehicle with the perpetrator or per-
petrators was tailing them.

As the two men exited the vehicle on
arrival at the medical institution, an
individual from the other one attacked
Powell and reportedly stabbed him a
number of times and fled the scene.

Both men underwent surgery and are
patients in the Surgical Ward.

Throughout the working hours of the
day, no information was forthcoming
from the Police Public Relations
Office, but later in the evening this
media house made contact with

Commissioner Ian Queeley, who con-
firmed that the incident did take place
but could not provide more details at
the time.

The Observer understands that the 27-
year-old Henry, a middle-distance run-
ner, was selected to represent the
Federation at the OECS
Championship scheduled for this
weekend in the British Virgin Islands.

This is not the first time that an
attempt was made on Powell’s life.

At about 7:45 p.m. on Friday, July 17,
2009, while Powell was among five
other young men sitting at the entrance
of an alley at Shaw Avenue, two
armed, masked men came through the
alley from Thibou Avenue and fired a
number of shots in their direction.

Powell, James ‘Pupup’ West of Lower
Shaw Avenue and Ricky Williams of
Central Street had sustained gunshot
wounds and were warded at the JNF
Hospital for a number of days.

Commissioner Queeley said investiga-
tions into this latest shooting incident
are ongoing and he is asking anyone
who has information that could lead to
the arrest and prosecution of the per-
petrator(s) to call the Basseterre Police
Station at 465-2241 extension 223 or
267, or call the nearest police station
or Crime Stoppers at 1-800-8477
(TIPS).
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Timoy Henry
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