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Heads of Government of
the Caribbean
Community expressed
their deep sadness at the
passing of the former
Prime Minister of
Trinidad and Tobago, Mr
Patrick Manning, who
died on Saturday 2 July
2016 just prior to the
Meeting of Conference.

Mr. Manning displayed
the finest qualities of
regionalism and had an
unswerving commitment
to building his country
and the wider CARI-
COM. His progressive
ideas for strengthening
the regional integration
movement led to many
initiatives which

redounded to the
enhancement of the sense
and spirit of community
among our Member
States.

Mr Manning’s genuine
desire to create a more
equitable Community led
to such initiatives as the
Petroleum Stabilisation
Fund which he estab-
lished as a facility to pro-
vide Member States with
financial assistance.

This was a tangible
demonstration of good-
will to and solidarity
with Member States
faced with high oil prices
from which his country
benefitted.

His view of Trinidad and
Tobago’s role in CARI-
COM went beyond the
financial as he routinely
rendered unselfish and
immediate support to
Member States in times
of natural disasters.

As Lead Prime Minister
for Security in the CARI-
COM quasi-cabinet, he
oversaw the security

arrangements for the
Cricket World Cup 2007
and his proposals led to
the formation of the
CARICOM Task Force
on Crime and Security.
The implementation of
its recommendations
improved the nature and
quality of co-operation in
that area leading to the
establishment of very
important agencies and

institutions which con-
tinue to serve and protect
the Community’s securi-
ty interests. It also
resulted in Security Co-
operation being adopted
as the fourth pillar of our
integration movement.

Mr Manning’s deep con-
cern about the ravages of
Chronic Non-
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By Monique Washington

The Hon. Mark Brantley
Minster of Tourism,
Foreign Affairs among
others, may be costing
the people of Nevis a
considerable amount of
money to build a public
park at Pinney’s Beach,
the same park he recently
boasted about already
being funded.

Two weeks ago, Minster
Brantley announced that
funding he allegedly
secured to pay for the
park vanished in thin air.

“I don’t think it’s a secret
that we had funding in
place that has disap-
peared and so, we have
had to recalibrate, take
out some things, put in a
few other things, but I
think the public can look
forward to the start of
construction after the
Culturama season,”
Minister Brantley said.

The 14-acre parcel of
land reserved for the park
has been mapped out for
the Pinney’s Park
Project. Now for
months, the parcel is
home to donkeys, mon-

keys and cows. The
initial plans for the
park were
announced in 2015,
with construction
delayed since then.

Federation citizens
Anne Bass and
Julian Lethbridge
told The Observer
in an exclusive
interview on
Thursday, that Bass
never agreed to fund
the park, and
Brantley assured her
that he would secure
the funding.

“Anne never ever
said that she would fund
it [the park] from the
very beginning,”
Lethbridge explained.
“She said she would do
all the consultations and
all the designs. She told
Mark, she would con-
tribute something, but
she did not want to be the
major funder, she did not
want to fund the whole
thing.”

Lethbridge said Bass
thought it is important
that the funding comes
from a broad range of
people. “It is a project
that belongs to the pub-
lic,” Lethbridge
explained. “She would
be happy to help, but she
absolutely cannot fund it
all.”

Lethbridge said Brantley
claimed he would seek
support for the project
with foreign funders.

Lethbridge’s claims were
verified in a press release
issued exclusive to The
Observer in which Bass’s
attorneys stated, “Mr.
Brantley asserted that, as
Foreign Minister, he was
confident that he would

be able to attract interna-
tional donations to
Pinney’s Park and so he
was not worried about
the funding.”

Bass told The Observer
that Brantley contacted
her to get help with the
park. “I thought it was a
great idea and I was will-
ing to help but I could
not fund it,’ she said.

According to Lethbridge,
“Mark saw the (Bass)
garden design and said
this is the type of exper-
tise we need. Mark got
(Permanent Secretary in
Tourism) Carl Williams
and Tameka Lawerance
and put them in charge of
it. In every dealing,
everything to do with the
park was done with
Mark. We gave Mark the
design for the park and
the plan for the park.”

Bass has a long history as
a committed environ-
mentalist. She has many
environmental and agri-
cultural projects in
Nevis. They include the
Tower Hill project, the
Marine Protection pro-
ject and she has been
funding Nevisian stu-
dents with full scholar-
ships to Earth University
in Costa Rica.

Bass told The Observer
she has contributed
everything to the devel-
opment of the park thus
far. She assembled a
team of landscape, archi-
tecture, and mechanical
engineering profession-
als, who created a
detailed project site plan,
following the priorities
provided by Mr.
Brantley. She said many
of the professionals
donated their time and
expenses to assist in

planning and designing
the project.

The initial project had
pools, parking, a jogging
path, a coconut grove
and a pier among other
things, but was changed
to remove the pools and
add small huts.

Bass said the project
made her tired after the
bulk of the work was laid
at her feet. In February,
Bass decided to drop her

involvement in the pro-
ject and sent a letter to
Brantley.

“Regrettably I must sus-
pend my involvement in
Pinney’s Park and in
other assistance to
Government in environ-
mental matters,” the Feb.
24 letter said. “The
Government’s response
to my claim with respect
to the Candy Project sug-
gests a lack of a true

commitment to the envi-
ronment. It also puts me
into direct conflict with
you and other
Government officials
with whom I would have
to work. I will pursue my
claim to the fullest extent
allowable by law and
then re-consider my posi-
tion the law suit is con-
cluded.”

Mrs. Bass has also filed a
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I never took the Brits
particularly seriously
when they decided to
have a referendum on
whether to separate
themselves from the
European Union which
they had joined on
January 1, 1973.

How could the brilliant
people of this nation that
had once dominated the
world make such an
impulsive and irrational
decision as to separate
themselves from the
Europian Union? I once
would have thought, no
not the Brits, but Brexit
proved me wrong.

Obviously, I had essen-
tially overestimated the
knowledge of the 52%
whose decision was
instrumental in causing
the untenable decision to
Brexit. Regrettably, this
was a decision made
principally on the basis
of racial intolerance and
a sophomoric phobia
cultivated towards dark-
skinned people.

Where were the voices
of reasoning to draw a
clear distinction between
ignorance and enlighten-
ment, as the leaders of
the 52% were perpetuat-
ing their message? Why
did they allow such inep-
titude to pretend that it
was informative, and
create such volatility on
their continent? Did
they not see the signs
that they and their fol-
lowers were festering
passionate, uncalled-for
hatred toward the
migrants on their shores?

Also, did they not realize
the significance of the
preconceived notion that
they and their other
white citizens had
toward non-whites who
were coming into their
country? The leaders
and their followers had
contemplated the same
poisonous thought – that
dark-skinned people
were growing too rapidly
in the United Kingdom.

Brexit will go down in
history as a decision
based on the false notion
that was infused into the
psyche of the 52% by
their leaders, that dark-
skinned people were
inferior, and posed a
threat to their survival as
a nation.

Perhaps, when PM
David Cameron made
his election promise to
have a referendum, he
could not have predicted
the grave ramifications it
would have on his politi-
cal career and his small
nation – naïve fellow,
maybe you are assuming,
aren’t you? What a
shame he did not consid-
er the dreadful impact a
possible Brexit could
have on his nation and
the global economy, you
rightfully think. Now,
the leave camp is pre-
tending to be discom-
bobulated, after the fact,
because their foolish
decision has backfired
on them.

How audacious were the
52% who voted for
Brexit because of racial
prejudice! For centuries

Great Britain raped and
pillaged practically
every country where her
empire reached. She lit-
erally destroyed and
exploited the African
continent in particular,
leaving many of its dark-
skinned people margin-
alized, suppressed and
oppressed for hundreds
of years. Countless
numbers of the African
peoples were driven into
depravity and abject des-
titution, while the wealth
of their continent was
plundered to make
Britain rich. So what do
the British expect, when
their country took every-
thing her subject people
had and left those people
unemployed disorga-
nized and fragmented?
If stealing their resources
were not enough, Britain
devised a diabolic plan
to reorganize entire
countries in order to pre-
vent stability within
them for centuries. But
the British did not stop
there. They devised a
similar stratagem to pre-
vent any semblance of
cohesion among the peo-
ples they forcibly and
inhumanely transported
from the African conti-
nent to distant shores.

People migrate to the
United Kingdom not to
steal, or to subjugate
British nationals, but to
gain some of the privi-
leges the British have as
a direct consequence of
the enormous benefits
they derived from plun-
dering the migrants’

It will be difficult to argue that the outgoing CMO was not the con-
summate public servant. He upheld the law at great personal and
to the ultimate sacrifice. He educated the public on matters of
health and national policy and he spoke truths that were unpopu-
lar but difficult to ignore. He was devoted to the development of
the health sector. For that he deserves public commendation.
The country will forever be thankful to the outgoing CMO for his
work. Thank you Doc.

But there are aspects of his tenure that are puzzling and troubling.
He accumulated approximately 365working days of vacation
leave; that is almost 14 years’ worth of leave. This suggests that
no one else received an opportunity to practice the skills of CMO.
It suggests that he didn’t see any of his colleagues as being up to
the task. It suggests that he didn’t mentor anyone to take over for
when he demitted office. It suggests that he was prepared to con-
tinue in the job way past the mandatory 60 years. It is good and
proper that he informed of his age, but it appears he did not sig-
nal any intention to depart. Perhaps he did not deem his mission
complete unless he witnessed the implementation of a Universal
Health Care programme and the control/banning of “factree” food
in favour of tree food.

Starting in June, the accumulated vacation days means that the
post of CMO cannot be properly filled until 17 months later, until
November 2017. What are we to do meanwhile? That is the dan-
ger. In being allowed to take his vacation, the government was
gracious as the civil service rules only allows an accumulation of
2 years’ worth of leave once every 5 years; anything over that is
forfeited. His wasn’t.

Meanwhile, we are hearing that there is and there isn’t stem cell
research being conducted on our people. Stem cell research is a
very controversial issue because of the possible sources of these
stem cells. Whether it was stem cell research or plasma infusion
therapy that was being practiced is not really the issue. Rather the
issue is how come he didn’t know of it, despite the fact that the
project inception was pre- February 2015.

It was interesting to hear the Opposition, who ignored much of his
advice for nigh 20 years criticise the way he has been retired, but
such is the nature of politics in St Kitts & Nevis.

So, continue the graciousness. Call him in and give him a nice
send off. That would have allowed for a smooth transition rather
than this rancorous send off. Tis unhealthy!
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Dear Editor

The Caribbean and the world have dis-
cussed BREXIT. Some of our eminent
thinkers have argued Britain leaving
the European union is to exert control.
Britain is leaving the European union
because it in their national interest.
Whether it be to control immigration,
reduce the billions in dues or cumber-
some buracracy the union was hinder-
ing their national interest.

Britain don’t assist the Caribbean
because they love us. They assist us
because it is in their national interest.
We are more than willing to align our-
selves with them and push their inter-
national agenda. We must follow suit

and push our national interest.

Is millions in aid worth billions in
trade? We have not been able to get a
favorable trade deal with the EU. I sus-
pect they still see us as a source of their
prosperity. The Caribbean must mature
and act instead of react. It is time to
free ourselves from mental slavery.
Lets put our national and regional
interest before theirs. Their is great
geopolitical changes occuring with
Russia, China and corresponding bank-
ing. It is time for CARICOM to flex or
become obsolete.

Yours truly,

Brian Ellis Plummer

Caribbean
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Ladies and Gentlemen
our Caribbean region is
at the crossroads. Today,
I will focus on a few of
the opportunities that we
have come to enjoy as
the most recent wave of
immigrants to this great
land as well as a select
few of the vulnerabilities
that test our mettle that
lurk around the corner.

Although St. Kitts and
Nevis is the smallest sov-
ereign state in the
Americas, it stands tall
at, or close to, the head of
the regional class in a
number of very impor-
tant performance rank-
ings The 34-member
Western Hemispheric
States of the
Organization of
American States (OAS)
for which I serve include
all the countries of
North, Central and South
America and the
Caribbean, with the sin-
gle exception of Cuba.

In 2015, St. Kitts and
Nevis recorded an eco-
nomic growth rate of 6.6
percent. It was the sec-
ond fastest rate of eco-
nomic growth in the
entire OAS region. Only
the Dominican Republic
at 7 percent recorded a
faster rate of economic
growth.

(Exclusive of the USA
and Canada) St. Kitts
and Nevis recorded the
third highest level of per
capita income in the
region at (U.S.) $15,774
per annum. Data report-
ed by the World Bank
shows that only the
Bahamas with a per capi-
ta income of (U.S.)
$23,903 and Trinidad
and Tobago with a per

capita income of (U.S.)
$18,086 were higher.
Additionally, St. Kitts
and Nevis recorded the
third highest level of per
capita exports in the
OAS region. Only the
Bahamas, Trinidad and
Tobago were higher.

We are gathered here
today, in large measure,
because of a common
attribute that is unique to
all mankind. In substan-
tial measure, we tend to
move around in search of
better alternative oppor-
tunities. Whether we
arrived in pursuit of
higher educational or
work opportunities, those
of us from the Caribbean
invariably came to the
U.S. of our own volition
to improve our own wel-
fare and that of our loved
ones at home.

It was a tough life for
Caribbean students.
There was no time left to
enjoy college dormitory
life, to join fraternities
and many of the opportu-
nities that college pro-
vides outside of the
classroom. Few of us
could go home at
Christmas because the
funds that would other-
wise be used for flying
home were needed to be
able to register for class-
es in January. Despite
these challenges, I know
of no other country that
has allowed those of us
who came to the U.S.,
greater opportunities for
living out our dreams and
aspirations by sheer
dogged determination
and an enduring will to
succeed.

Today the penchant for
man to move around in

search of better alterna-
tive opportunities is as
alive today as was the
case more than 400 years
ago when the earliest set-
tlers set sail from Bristol
England in 1607, on the
way to establishing the
first permanent English
Colony in North
America. Along the way,
they stopped in Nevis,
where they watered their
ships before continuing
on to Jamestown in
Virginia. The museum at
Jamestown, VA, just out-
side of Williamsburg
memorializes this his-
toric voyage, and the role
that Nevis played in the
establishment of the very
first English Colony in
the New World.

The motivation for man
to move around in search
of better alternatives
does not end with the
three ships which
stopped in Nevis on their
way to establishing the
first English settlement
in the new world. Since
then, Caribbean immi-
grants have continued to
migrate to the U.S. and
are widely dispersed
across this great land
enjoying its wide range
of benefits.

And at this point, I’ll
make a shameless plug
for a famous Caribbean
immigrant who was born
in Nevis. It turns out that
Alexander Hamilton, one
of the revered Founding
Fathers of the U.S. was
born in Nevis on January
11, 1755. His image is
prominently displayed on
the U.S. ten-dollar bill.
Like other immigrants,
Hamilton moved around
in the pursuit of better
alternative opportunities.

At age nine, he emigrated
to nearby St. Croix in the
U.S. Virgin Islands. At a
very tender age, he
showed extraordinary
business, management
and financial skills.
Yearning for more, he
emigrated to New York
and became famous as a
great debater. He was a
confidential advisor of
President George
Washington and because
of his business and finan-
cial acumen, this
Nevisian became the
very first Secretary of the
U.S. Treasury.

Hamilton came from
very humble beginnings

yet his legacy and
accomplishments are
memorialized as one of
America’s Great
Founding Fathers whose
life’s work is embodied
in the successful
Broadway musical that
bears his name. As you
may be aware, the musi-
cal earned 11 Tony
awards on Sunday
evening and the popular-
ity of the play is consid-
ered to have played a role
in the Treasury’s decision
to retain Hamilton’s
pride of place on the U.S.
$10 bill.

While St. Kitts and Nevis
has moved aggressively

to diversify its economy
away from sugar, do
pause with me to recog-
nize that we are a low-tax
jurisdiction in the same
way that the State of
Texas is. The movement
of money in search of
better alternative oppor-
tunities is no different
from the movement of
people. Money is an
asset that seeks refuge in
places where it is afford-
ed a measure of respect
and greeted warmly. It
tends to shun places
where it is treated with
disdain and subjected to
open hostility.
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By Lorna Smithen-Bussue

CHAR L E S TOWN
“Year after year, I’ve
received anonymous let-
ters from persons basi-
cally ‘cursing out’ the
Culturama Committee
for organizing the queen
pageants” said Executive
Director of the
Culturama Secretariat,
Mr. Antonio Liburd.

The disclosure was made
in an interview conduct-
ed by localwriter, Lorna
Smithen- Bussue in the
Culturama Secretariat at
the Cotton Ginnery Mall,
Charlestown, on July 05,

2016.

According to Mr. Liburd,
Culturama, Nevis’ cultur-
al festival, was designed
by the Nevis Dramatic
and Cultural Society
(NEDACS) with the aim
of “preserving and pro-
moting the country’s cul-
tural traditions”, many of
which seemingly were on
the verge of extinction.

“It was felt that Nevis
was losing its cultural
traditions and a lot of the
things that were being
regarded as the culture of
Nevis were becoming
extinct. Masquerade,

JohnnyWalker, Cowboys
and Indians, folk music,
folk dancing and all the
other cultural dances
were no longer being
practiced.”

Preoccupation with safe-
guarding society’s cultur-
al heritage is not innova-
tive to NEDACS but can
be traced to the world’s
first cities as early as
4000 to 3500 BC. These

early societies saw the
need to promote the cul-
tural identities of their
people through festivals,
ceremonies and tradi-
tions.

Furthermore, research
has shown that the
beliefs of today’s soci-
eties arose from domi-
nant cultural impacts
made in earlier periods. It
is through these cultural

beliefs that national con-
sciousness, based on his-
tory is developed.

In light of this, Liburd
thinks that the socio-reli-
gious structure of
Nevisian society has led
to the development of
problems faced by the
Culturama Committee
such as inability to
source contestants for the
pageant, talented youths
and the troupes; ‘contes-
tants lock down’ and the
effects of cultural diver-
sity.

“I know there is one
community in Nevis that
is very religious and
there is a primary school
in that area and we have
faced some difficulties in
getting that school to par-
ticipate in Culturama” he
said

He went on to state that
despite the criterion used
for the selection of con-
testants who must be
Nevisian or have resided
on the island for a period
of not less than 12
months, the closely knit
and somewhat religious
nature of the community
has nonetheless negative-
ly impacted the selection
process

“There were times when
we faced some difficul-
ties in terms of sourcing
Nevisians or persons
who were residents of
Nevis to enter the Ms
Culture Queen Pageant
and so we opened it up to
participation from St.
Kitts” he said.

Furthermore, the popular
grapevine method of
‘news circulation’
enhanced by the closely
knitted nature of the
Nevisian society has also
negatively influenced the
decisions of the
Committee

“There are times too
when we have contes-
tants ‘lock down’, when
persons get to know a
person is going in for the
Queen show, swimwear
or even Mr. Kool.
Persons in the communi-
ty will meet them and
discourage them from

entering and then you
know we have to go on a
mission to source contes-
tants, as the persons who
already signed up, get
cold feet and withdraw”
he said.

Evidence has shown that
there is a movement in
Caribbean countries
away from monoculture
societies to more plural-
istic societies. This has
resulted in competition
between the traditional
practices of Nevisians
and non –nationals living
on the island.

“You’ll find that a lot of
roti’s are now on the
menu of Nevis, a lot of
jerk pork and Jamaican
spices, Ackee and salt
fish and so our culture
has changed and so too
has Culturama” Liburd
said.

In his view, this is an
indication of the
dynamism of culture and
the Committee has to
make decisions that are
abreast with these cultur-
al changes especially as
Ms. Culturama Queen
also competes in Ms.
Caribbean Culture Queen
Pageant

“When Culturama start-
ed, the costumes were
basically made of indige-
nous materials. However,
with the competition
faced from other regional
carnivals we have to
compete. Persons no
longer see the flour bag,
the crocus bag and the
jumbie beads attractive
so we have had to change
to keep up with the com-
petition. Hence you’ll
see a queen contestant in
an evening wear that is of
a carnival nature” he said

Liburd concurred, how-
ever, that despite the
diversification of our cul-
ture, Nevisians are
expected to withstand
some of these changes in
order to maintain their
national identity.

“I think that Culturama is
unique to Nevis and it
speaks to the cultural
heritage of Nevis. I
strongly feel that if our
culture is to survive, that
it has to be done through
Culturama annually so
that these traditions
could be practiced, pro-
moted and showcased so
that the culture lives on”
Mr. Liburd said.
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By Monique Washington

Esa Slack, the man who
allegedly attacked the
Speaker of the National
Assembly, Hon. Michael
Perkins, will have his
day in court on July 18
but not for beating the
speaker.

On May 21, Slack
allegedly attacked and
beat Speaker Perkins less
than 10 feet from the
Charlestown police sta-
tion door. The speaker
received minor injuries.
After the May 21 inci-
dent, Slack was admitted
to the J. N. France
General Hospital
Psychiatric Ward in St.
Kitts, “receiving treat-
ment” under police cus-
tody before being
remanded to Her
Majesty’s Prison (HMP).

Slack appeared in
Magistrate Court on
Tuesday before
Magistrate Yasmine
Clarke to be remanded to
HMP in St. Kitts. Police
Prosecutor Inspector
Eurita Collins-Percival
informed the court that
Slack was charged with
“threat to kill” and

should be further
remanded. The magis-
trate informed the Police
Prosecutor that “no such
charge is before this
court.”

“He was remanded for
possession of cannabis,”
Magistrate Clarke told
the Prosecutor.
According to a police
press release, on May 22,
Slack was arrested and
charged in the First
Instance for the offence
of Possession of
Cannabis with intent to
supply.

In an unrelated case,
Alexander Diaz, a
Dominican Republic
national, also appeared
before Magistrate
Clarke, charged with
stabbing to death his
friend, Ceaser Pabel
Santana. The stabbing
occurred more than 18
months ago (Dec. 21,
2014). Diaz allegedly
stabbed three men, one
of whom was Santana.
All three were taken to
the Alexandra Hospital.

On December 24, fol-
lowing the stabbing inci-
dent, police issued a

wanted bulletin on Diaz.
One week after the inci-
dent, Pabel succumbed
to his injuries at the hos-
pital.

On January 19, Diaz was
captured along with two
Jamaican nationals, who

were attempting to
smuggle him out on a
fishing boat to St.
Maarten.

During Diaz’s appear-
ance in court, Magistrate
Clarke noted that his
Preliminary Inquiry date

had not been set. Police
Prosecutor Inspector
Eurita Collins-Percival
told the court the file is
with the Director of
Public Prosecution.

“I am setting a date for
November 10 for his

Preliminary Inquiry to be
heard,” Magistrate
Clarke told the
Prosecutor. “I am not
going to entertain any-
more adjournments. I
am putting you on
notice.”
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By LR Liburd
St. Kitts-Nevis Observer

Vere Merchant, a member
of the St. Kitts-Nevis Fire
and Rescue Services
(SKNFRS), was convict-
ed and sentenced for ille-
gal possession of a
firearm and possession of
ammunition.

Sometime in May, last,
the Fire Officer had
pleaded guilty to the
charges and sentencing
was deferred to a later
date.

However, on Monday
(Jul. 4), he appeared with
his legal counsel Dr.

Henry Stugumber
Browne, Q.C, in the
Basseterre High Court
before Justice Marlene
Carter who sentenced him
to serve two and a half
years at Her Majesty’s
Prison.

Facts presented in court
stated that during a stop
and search operation by
members of the Royal St.
Christopher and Nevis
Police Force on
Wednesday, August 21,
2013, Merchant was
found with an illegal
firearm and a quantity of
matching ammunition.

He was subsequently
arrested and charged with
the offences.

Before passing sentenc-
ing, Justice Carter spoke
to the high and disturbing
level of gun-related
crimes being committed
in St. Kitts and Nevis.

Speaking with The
Observer, Chief Fire
Officer Everette O’Garro
disclosed his disappoint-
ment in Merchant. He
noted that the Tabernacle
resident has been a mem-
ber of the SKNFRS for
more than a decade and
that he had a bright future

ahead of him.

The Fire Chief pointed
out that since being
charged with the offences
in 2013, Merchant was
suspended and was in
receipt of half his salary
on a monthly basis.

He however declared that
in keeping with the rules
and regulations, Merchant
would be dismissed from
the Fire Service but he
would first have to make
a formal request through
the Ministry of National
Security.

This, he added, would be
done soonest.

LOCAL NEWS
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Fire Officer to serve two-plus years
for gun and ammo possession

Vere Merchant



By Monique Washington

Former supervisor of
SLH Horsfords &
Company LTD in Nevis,
Wendy Broadbelt was
fined $2,000 after selling
goods for the company
and not placing over
$5,000 in the company’s
cash drawer.

On Tuesday, Broadbelt
appeared before
Magistrate Yasmine

Clarke at the Magistrate
Court in Charlestown
and pled guilty to two
counts of stealing from
her former employer. The
30-year-old woman was
represented by attorney
John Cato.

According to the facts
presented in court by
Police Prosecutor
Inspector Eurita Collins-
Percival, on July 10,

2015, Broadbelt, who
was the Furniture
Department supervisor,
sold items worth $500
and claimed only $105
into the company’s
income system. On July
23, 2015, Broadbelt sold
items worth US $1,400
or EC$3,780, but this
time neverlogged the
transaction.

Braodbelt went on vaca-

tion a short time
later and during that
time, company
managers noticed that
monies were missing.
When she returned to
work she was asked
about the money. She
told her boss that she
had placed the money in
a “filing cabinet” and
someone must have
taken the money. The
police were called in and
an investigation was
conducted. Broadbelt
was arrested and
charged with stealing.

Attorney Cato, in
addressing the court,

noted that his client did
not waste the court’s
time, pled guilty and that
at the time of the incident
was having financial
problems. He pointed
out that Broadbelt admit-
ted to her mistake and
has suffered the conse-
quences.

Cato asked the court for
mercy when handing
down the sentence

“We are asking that you
extend mercy and be
lenient,” Cato said. “She

knows that she has
betrayed trust but please
do not give her a sen-
tence that will last forev-
er.”

Magistrate Clarke con-
victed and fined
Broadbelt $1,000 on
each charge, stealing
from the company on
July 10; and stealing
from the company on
July 23. The fines must
be paid in six months, or
Broadbelt will face six
months in her Majesty’s
Prison in St. Kitts.

C M Y K
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Magistrate Court fines supervisor
$2,000 for taking cash In The

Court
In The
Court

Advisor y from
The St. Kit ts-NevisObserver...
BEWARE THE SCAMMERS!
Beware of correspondence whi ch
purports to make you ric h overnight .

DO NOT give out ANY
inform ation concern ing you r

credit card, bank account , phone
number or even your address.



By LR Liburd
St. Kitts-Nevis Observer

After some five years on
remand and three trials,
Jahari ‘Baddie’ Bart of
St. Johnson Village was
on Wednesday (Jul. 6)
found guilty of the April
4, 2011 murder of
Laustin Jamie ‘Big Ship’
Williams.

The 24-year-old and his
older brother, Kelroy ‘C
Face’ Hazel, were jointly
charged with Williams’
murder which saw two
trials being aborted and
another ending in hung
jury.

The first trial, which
began on July 5, 2012
and ended 11 days after,
was declared a mistrial
by His Lordship Justice
Errol Thomas after it was
revealed that a member
of the jury was a relative
of the accused brothers.

The second trial ended in
a hung jury in relation to
Bart, while a no-case
submission was made on
behalf of his brother and
accepted by the court in
2015.

And during the January
2016 Criminal Assizes,
Bart’s case was sched-

uled for trial but some
difficulty was encoun-
tered when his counsel,
A t t o r n e y - a t - L a w
Chesley Hamilton, indi-
cated to the court that he
preferred not to take on
any capital matters, espe-
cially since he has yet to
be properly compensated
for those he did in the
past.

However, during the
close of that Assizes,
Hamilton informed the
court of his decision to
represent Bart if and
when a third trial com-
mences.

Hamilton kept his word
when the third trial began
on Monday (Jul. 4) with
Dane Hamilton, Q.C.,
representing the Crown
as Special Prosecutor,
who called on several
witnesses to take the
stand, including the
pathologist who per-
formed the autopsy on
Williams’ remains, a
number of Police
Officers and one of the
individuals who claimed
to have witnessed the
shooting incident.

According to the details
of the case revealed in
the Basseterre High

Court before Her
Ladyship Justice
Marlene Carter,
Williams, the son of
Retired Commissioner of
Police Austin Williams,
was playing a game of
cards with three other
persons in an empty lot
within an alley in
Buckley’s Estate when
he was shot multiple
times.

The incident reportedly
occurred shortly after
9:00 p.m. on Wednesday,
April 6, 2011 and was
pronounced dead at the
scene by the District
Medical Officer.

An autopsy was per-
formed on Williams’
body by Forensic
Pathologist Stephen
Jones of Barbados, who
revealed that he died as a
result of gunshot injuries
to the head, chest and
abdomen with haemor-
rhage and shock.

The investigating offi-
cers told the court that
Bart had confessed and
gave a statement under
caution that he had not
intended to shoot
Williams but another of
the individuals with
whom he [Williams] was
gambling.

Defence counsel
Hamilton argued that the
confession statement
purportedly given by his
client was a fabrication
concocted by the investi-
gating officers. However,

in his closing arguments,
Special Prosecutor
Hamilton pointed out
that the defence counsel
did not dispute that his
client had signed the
statement.

He also pointed out that
the defence counsel did
not dispute the details in
the document which
were supported by the
account given by the wit-
ness who was present
when Williams was shot.

In his closing arguments,
Chesley Hamilton told
the jury that the prosecu-
tion did not present any
physical or forensic evi-
dence to connect Bart to
the crime and that the
witness’ testimonies at
times conflicted with
details in the alleged
statement given by his
client.

After both prosecution
and defence had rested
their case, the jury retired
and returned approxi-
mately one hour after
with a unanimous guilty
verdict.

Defence counsel
Hamilton then made a
request for the comple-
tion and presentation of a
psychiatric report and
also a social inquiry
report before sentencing,
which were agreed upon
by Judge Justice Carter
who deferred sentencing
to a date to be fixed on
receipt of both reports.

LOCAL NEWS

Jury finds Jahari Bart guilty of Retired
Commissioner son’s murder
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Jahari ‘Baddie Bart leaving the courthouse during
one of his earlier trials. (File Photo)



By Monique Washington

Two businesses became
victims of the on-going
crime rampage on the
island last week when the
Ole House Café was
torched and set on fire,
while the Palms Court
Entertainment Center
was robbed.

Last Thursday morning,
The Royal St.
Christopher and Nevis
Police Force went to the
Ole House Cafe on Pump
Road, where there was
an apparent arson
attempt to the interior of
the building. Minimum
damage occurred and the
business reopened on
Friday.

The Observer was
informed the police
viewed the security cam-
era monitoring the busi-
ness, which showed a
man committing the
crime. Less than 48
hours after the incident,
Shirmon Sinclair, a
Guyana national, was
arrested and charged
with attempted arson.

On Tuesday, Sinclair
appeared in Magistrate
Court in Charlestown to
request bail. He was rep-
resented by attorney
Robelto Hector.

Hector asked the court to
treat the charge as merely
an allegation. The attor-
ney noted that Sinclair is
a citizen of St. Kitts and
Nevis, and although he
was charged with a seri-
ous offense it is a bail
able one.

Police Prosecutor,
Inspector Eurita Collins-
Percival, objected to the
bail application citing
that Sinclair’s actions
were “an evil and a
vicious act, if bailed out,
he can go back and finish
what he started, or he can
go back to Guyana.”

Magistrate Jasmine
Clarke granted Sinclair
$5,000 bail with two
sureties.

In another incident 24
hours later, on July 1
after 7 p.m., two masked,
armed men dressed in all

black clothing, entered
The Palms Court
Entertainment Center in
the heart of Charlestown.
The bandits demanded
cash and fled the scene
with an undisclosed sum
of money. Two close-by
officers were called and
told in which direction
the bandits ran, but the
police were unable to
catch anyone.

The police have yet to
arrest anyone in the inci-
dent.
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Police Nab Cafe Arsonist;
Entertainment Center Robbers on the loose

The Ole House Cafè



By Observer Reporter

The Honourable Vance
Amory, Premier of Nevis
and Senior Minister in
the Federal Government
is expected to arrive this
weekend at his home in
Nevis following week-
long meetings in Canada.

Amory, who is expected
to seek re-election to the
Nevis Island Assembly
in 2018, often represents
the Prime Minister
abroad, and on several

occasions has acted as
Prime Minister and
Minister Of Finance
when the Prime Minister
was absent from the
Federation.

During The Premier’s
visit, he addressed The
Association of Anguilla,
Nevis and St. Kitts
(ANSAR) in Montreal.
The Premier’s presenta-
tion was on “Moving
mountains through edu-
cation to strengthen our
youth and nation in the

future.” He also spoke in
a town hall meeting in
Toronto.

While in Canada, the
Premier ate something
that made him sick. As a
precaution, Canadian
officials had the Premier
rushed to the hospital.
Doctors examined the
Premier, diagnosed him
with a food reaction and
kept for observation
overnight. The Premier
was released the follow-
ing morning with a clean

bill of health.

Speaking to The
Observer from his
Canadian hotel, The
Premier told us, “I am
pleased with the outpour-
ing of support and good
wishes, but if a little
more time was taken to
ascertain the true picture,
the unnecessary hype

could have been avoid-
ed.“ He commented that
stomach reactions to cer-
tain foods is normal,
most people have them
from time to time.

Following the hospital
visit the Premier and
Senior Minister contin-
ued his busy engage-
ments in Canada. He

expects to return home
on Sunday.

The Nevis doctor who
regularly examines Mr.
Amory confirmed to The
Observer late Thursday
that he recently exam-
ined the Premier and
found him to be in excel-
lent health.
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Amory had food reaction, in good health, doctors say

Premier of Nevis The Hon. Vance Amory (File photo)



lawsuit against the
Department of Physical
Planning alleging the
department approved the
start of the Candy Resort
Project without a proper
Environmental Impact
Assessment being com-
pleted.

C M Y K
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Brantley claimed funds Disappeared
Funds He Never Secured

From page 3

Left: Billboard of Project
at Pinneys Beach.
Right: Lethbridge and
Bass



By Staff Writer

Disabled people in St.
Kitts and Nevis have
problems gaining access
to buildings and com-
mercial complexes and
Anthony Mills, president
of the Disability
Association, feels strong-
ly that something should
be done about it.

Mr. Mills said for years
he has pressured the gov-
ernment to take action to
assist the disabled, but so
far little has been accom-
plished.

He is presently lobbying

the government to ratify
Appendix F, which
would mandate that
under the building code
organizations would
have to provide ramps
and other essential ser-
vices at the entry and exit
points of their premises.

‘Our building codes need
revising because they do
not make it mandatory
for people to put the nec-
essary accessibility
options in place,” he
said. ‘Because it is an
appendix, it is not some-
thing the government can
enforce. It is not some-
thing the building board

can enforce. Our request
for years has been to
take Appendix F and
make the provisions in it
mandatory. That would
be a good place to start.

He noted that several
major organizations in
the Federation do not
provide ramp facilities to
assist people in wheel-
chairs and that this is a
pressing problem for his
association and its mem-
bers.

He also noted the side-
walks present a problem
for disabled people,
including those on

crutches. Some individ-
uals including himself
use the center of the
roadway to travel.

He implored the govern-
ment to take steps to
improve conditions for

the disabled and help
them gain access to
buildings and the side-
walks. The improve-
ments would assist local
citizens as well as visi-
tors to the Federation, he

stated.

Mills urged the private
sector to take up the chal-
lenge and act on its own
without waiting for the
government to take
action.

C M Y K
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Disability Association continue call
for changes to building codes
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By LR Liburd
St. Kitts-Nevis Observer

Chairman of the People’s
Labour Party (PLP),
Douglas Wattley has
announced his resigna-
tion as Chair of the Board
of Directors of the State-
owned ZIZ Broadcasting
Corporation.

This announcement was
revealed through a post
on Wattley’s Facebook
page on Sunday (Jul. 3)
in which he said: “Here
is a bit of good news for
some - on Friday 1st July
2016, I tendered my res-
ignation as Chairperson
of the ZBC Board of
Directors.”

Wattley’s appointment
was made public by
Prime Minister Dr. the
Hon. Timothy Harris in a
press statement issued on
Friday, May 29, 2015.

Wattley, like former
Press Secretary to the
Prime Minister, Clecton
Phillip, has been very
vocal in his support for
the tri-party coalition
Team Unity and a known
critic of the Dr. Denzil
Douglas-led Labour
Government.

In recent times, however,
there seemed to have
been a fallout between
Wattley and some
Government Ministers,
particularly PM Harris.

Earlier in this year,
Wattley had posted a
comment on his
Facebook page con-
demning the statement
Dr. Harris made at a press
conference when told
that an individual had
requested audience with
him since December last
but was denied.

“I find this notion about

not criticizing the Team
Unity Government in
Public to be the height of
nonsense. So how are
they to hear from us?
They don’t call us into
private sessions. We used
to meet regularly before
the elections - now we
can’t hardly get an audi-
ence. And you all well
know that I have a lot to
say - so if the public
square is the only place
to air my grievances - so
be it. If they don’t change
- I don’t change. And I
am only going to get
louder.”

He also spoke to being
advised by some individ-
uals not to criticise the
Government on its per-
formance.

On February 7, 2016, he
wrote on his Facebook
page: “Hey guys! Many
Team Unity supporters
say to me that I should
keep any criticism I have
of the Government out of
the public square. They
argue that if I were to go
public with any dissatis-
faction I have about the
performance or non-per-
formance of the govern-
ment, I would only
achieve what I fought
against - putting
Denzil Douglas back in
office. So my question is -
isn’t that the same argu-
ment that helped to cre-
ate the
Denzil Douglas we all
learned to dislike and
kept him in office for
twenty years? Tell me
then, when is it ok to crit-
icize?”

Seemingly pointing his
fingers at the Junior
Minister of Health,
Senator Wendy Phipps,
Wattley reminded in a
March 14, 2016 post how
it was felt by some peo-

ple when Dr. Douglas
had given power in the
Cabinet to a non-elected
member.

“You all remember how
vex Dr. the Hon. Timothy
Harris and His
Excellency Sam Condor
got when they thought
that Dr.
Denzil Douglas favored
and gave more power in
the Cabinet to Nigel
Carty - to the extent that
they both felt dissed? And
you all remember how
when we were campaign-

ing we said time and
again that nobody voted
for Carty - and I was one
who hammered home
that point? Well, let us
just say that I feel the
same way today. It takes
a hell of a lot to run for
office in St. Kitts and
Nevis and it is an awe-
some achievement to win
at the polls. What I stood
for then, I stand for
today! Team Unity will
not create a Nigel Carty.
I rest my case!”

Douglas Wattley resigns as Chair of
ZIZ Board of Directors; continues to
bash Team Unity Administration

“He is a good, decent and
moral citizen. He has been a
highly productive Public
Servant and the Country is
better because for his service.

So I am appalled at the
attempts by the Government
to discredit, humiliate and
diminish the man - Dr.

Patrick Martin.”
Douglas Wattley

Continued on page 23
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By Staff Writer

With opinions flying
over stem cell and regen-
erative medicine, the
opposition and the gov-
ernment have differing
views over the purchase
of a Magnetic Resonance
Imaging machine.

Dr. Denzil Douglas, for-
mer Prime Minister and
current leader of the
P a r l i a m e n t a r y
Opposition, says an MRI
machine was purchased
for a proposed stem cell
project under his admin-
istration to benefit the
public. However, Dr.
Douglas claims the
machine is presently sit-
ting in Miami waiting for

shipment to the
Federation. He also
says the present admin-
istration is stalling on
the project.

The current Prime
Minister Dr. Timothy
Harris disagrees with
Dr. Douglas. He claims
he knows nothing about
an MRI machine and
called the former Prime
Minister’s claims rub-
bish.

On Wednesday, July 6,
Dr. Terrance Drew,
deputy chairperson for
the St. Kitts-Nevis
Labour Party, said the
government should have
an MRI machine of its
own and not subject

patients to continue to be
tested on a facility used
to carry out research on
monkeys.

According to Dr. Drew,
the machine is located at
the St. Kitts Biometric
Medical Center and is

being used to experi-
ment on monkeys as
well as for human
beings. At his press
conference earlier this
month, the Prime
Minister revealed that
over 100 people had
been serviced by the
machine. That does not
sit well with Dr. Drew
who has been
embroiled in controver-
sy with the govern-
ment.

He sways to his knowl-
edge the Federation is
the only place in the
Western Hemisphere
where people are using

the same machine as pri-
mates and added on those
grounds he totally oppos-

es using the MRI
machine at the monkey
facility.

Continuing his argument,
he said he was privy to a
document that patients of
the institution would
receive and that it states
if an animal uses an MRI
machine, it is cleaned
with 10 percent bleach.
He added, “I cannot
agree that human beings
would have to be subject-
ed to that.” He also said
there is only one MRI
machine on the island
and that his party fully
supports a modern
machine that patients
don’t have to share with
monkeys.
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Dr. Terrance Drew
Deputy chair-person of the St. Kitts-Nevis Labour Party

Government and Opposition differ on MRI machine



PORT OF SPAIN,
Trinidad — A US$6.9
million fund supported
68 civil society organisa-
tions working across
eight Caribbean coun-
tries to deliver results for
increased protection and
enhanced management of
key biodiversity areas,
mainstreamed biodiver-
sity into development
processes and enhanced
stakeholder involvement
and benefits to communi-
ty livelihoods. A second
phase of funding for at
least another five years
of work has just been
approved.

The Critical Ecosystem
Partnership Fund (CEPF)
is a global programme
that provides grants to
civil society to safeguard
the world’s biodiversity
hotspots. CEPF’s first
investment in the
Caribbean Islands
Biodiversity Hotspot
awarded US$6.9 million
through 77 small and
large grants implemented
between October 2010 to
July 2016 across Antigua
and Barbuda, Dominican
Republic, Grenada,
Haiti, Jamaica, Saint
Lucia, St Vincent and the
Grenadines and The

Bahamas.

In its role as the regional
implementation team
(RIT) for the CEPF
Caribbean Islands pro-
gramme, the Caribbean
Natural Resources
Institute (CANARI) pro-
vided strategic leader-
ship for implementation
of the fund and supported
the 68 civil society
organisations that
received CEPF grants.

Anna Cadiz-Hadeed,
RIT manager in
CANARI, was enthusias-
tic about the results and
the announcement of fur-
ther funding.

“We are very proud to
have had the opportunity
to work with such a
strong contingent of civil
society organisations and
partners in government,
private sector and the
donor community
throughout the
Caribbean to achieve on
the ground, innovative
conservation and sustain-
able development results.
CEPF’s decision to rein-
vest in the region is a tes-
tament to the strong per-
formance of the first
phase and an incredible

opportunity to pick up on
the momentum estab-
lished,” she said.

Results achieved during
CEPF’s first phase in the
region ranged from inno-
vative work piloting the
Caribbean’s first carbon
trading scheme for El
Zorzal Private Reserve in
the Dominican Republic
to creating Haiti’s first
marine and municipal
protected areas to
improving local capacity
to manage invasive
species in Antigua and
Barbuda, The Bahamas,
Dominican Republic and
Saint Lucia.

Eight key biodiversity
areas covering 111,496
hectares in The
Bahamas, the Dominican
Republic and Haiti were
brought under legal pro-
tection. Twenty-five key
biodiversity areas cover-
ing 593,967 hectares
have improved manage-
ment as guided by man-
agement and operational
plans. Nine public-pri-
vate partnerships were
built to engage local and
international businesses
as partners in conserva-
tion and sustainable
livelihoods. Six co-man-
agement arrangements
between government and

civil society for manage-
ment of biodiversity
were established or
strengthened in The
Bahamas, Dominican
Republic, Haiti and
Jamaica. Fifty-eight
civil society organisa-
tions have strengthened
institutional capacity
enabling them to con-
serve biodiversity more
effectively.

CEPF is a joint initiative
of l’Agence Française de
D é v e l o p p e m e n t ,
C o n s e r v a t i o n
International, the
European Union, the
Global Environment

Facility, the Government
of Japan, the John D. and
Catherine T. MacArthur
Foundation, and the
World Bank. In June
2016, the CEPF Donor
Council approved a sec-
ond phase of funding for
the Caribbean Islands
Biodiversity Hotspot
expected for implemen-
tation during 2017 –
2022. A regional assess-
ment of new strategic
directions and invest-
ment priorities will be
completed in 2017 and
used to determine the
budget for the second
investment by CEPF.

REGIONAL NEWS
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Caribbean Civil Society Delivers Strong Results for
Biodiversity Conservation and Further Funding Approved

Yachtsman Grill
Pizza/Bread Maker wanted.

Experience preferred but willing
to offer training.

Please call: 665-6245/665-6045



LONDON, England —
Once free of European
Union strictures follow-
ing its exit from the EU,
European finance minis-
ters and financial experts
have expressed concern
that Brexit could prompt
a “race to the bottom” on
tax policy, with the UK
joining its Caribbean ter-
ritories as a tax haven
type of economy.

Finance minister,
Chancellor of the
Exchequer George
Osborne, announced that
Britain would slash its
corporate tax rates to one
of the lowest of any
major economy, in a bid
to avoid what he called a
“DIY recession” after
Britain voted to leave the
European Union, the
International Consortium
of Investigative
Journalists (ICIJ) report-
ed.

The tax rate would be cut
from 20 percent to less
than 15 percent by 2020
in a bid to attract contin-
ued international invest-
ment after the United
Kingdom’s exit from the
EU.

According to
Reuters, the
Organisation for
Economic Co-
operation and
D e v e l o p m e n t
(OECD) head of
tax, Pascal Saint-
Amans, warned in
a memo written
around the time of
the Brexit vote
that “the negative
impact of the
Brexit on UK
competitiveness
may push the UK
to be even more
aggressive in its
tax offer” and that
“a further step in
that direction
would really turn
the UK into a tax
haven type of
economy.”

Even before the
vote, Britain was
in the process of
lowering the cor-
porate tax rate
from 20 percent to
17 percent to make
itself a more
attractive destina-
tion for multina-
tional corporate
headquarters. The
still lower rate

announced by Osborne is
a sure sign that the UK’s
exit from the EU will
redouble its resolve to
maintain London’s status
as Europe’s premier
financial centre.

“The UK had
been fairly
aggressive in
going after US
companies like
Starbucks and
Google over
their tax bills, I
think they will
be much more
friendly to
them now,”
said Gary
Hufbauer, a
senior fellow at
the Peterson
Institute for
Internat ional
Economics.

Experts have
long suspected
that a British
exit could lead
to the adoption
of tax haven-
like policies
beyond lower
corporate tax
rates, particu-
larly in the
financial ser-
vices industry,
in a bid to prop
up the coun-
try’s finances
in the wake of a
potential post-
Brexit econom-
ic slump.

Adam Posen, the director
of the Peterson Institute,
had warned that the UK’s
departure from the EU
would tempt the British
government to adopt
similar financial regula-

tory regimes as its
famously opaque over-
seas territories.

In a Financial Times col-
umn written before the
vote, Posen said that
deregulating Britain’s
financial services indus-
try would be the “the
most obvious parachute”
to a post-”Brexit” eco-
nomic slowdown. “The
people in power after a
Leave vote would want
to be seen to shore up the
City and the economy in
the face of the recession
they had caused,” Posen
concluded, “especially
given an ideology that
says deregulation is the
avenue to prosperity.”

Although they are not
subject to EU law,
Caribbean jurisdictions
such as the Cayman
Islands and the British
Virgin Islands are British
overseas territories and
were repeatedly used by
Mossack Fonseca, the
law firm of Panama
Papers fame, to shield
the assets and identities
of their clients.

But the UK and its over-
seas territories have
adopted the OECD’s new
Common Reporting
Standard (CRS), which
makes disclosure of tax
residency information
compulsory starting in
2016. Writing in the July
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Chancellor of the Exchequer George Osborne

UK may join its Caribbean territories as tax havens after Brexit
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Communicable Diseases,
as highlighted by the
Region’s experts, led to
the historic regional sum-
mit on the issue. As we
approach the 10th
Anniversary of the Port-
of-Spain Declaration on
NCDs, we recall that his
vision of the dangers
posed by these scourges
spurred the Community
to be at the forefront of a
successful proposal for a
United Nations High
Level Meeting on NCDs.

His humanity and per-

sonal interest in the well-
being of others were out-
standing attributes of his
character and were high-
ly appreciated by all,
both within and outside
the Community. His
invaluable contribution
to our Community
stemmed from his con-
viction that integration
was the most viable
option for the sustainable
development of our small
states and the improve-
ment of the lives of our
people.

Trinidad and Tobago and

the Caribbean
Community have lost a
truly remarkable person
and statesman whose
legacy of committed ser-
vice to country and
Region left an indelible
mark on the history of
this Region and will
remain a treasured mem-
ory.

Heads of Government
expressed their deepest
condolences to the fami-
ly of Mr Manning and
the Government and
People of Trinidad and
Tobago.

By Kenneth Rijock

MIAMI, USA — The
Antigua-Barbuda off-
shore banker/Ponzi
schemer R Allen
Stanford, whose convic-
tion and virtual life sen-

tence was affirmed by
the Fifth Circuit Court of
Appeals, has, through
counsel, filed a petition
for a writ of certiorari, in
the United States
Supreme Court.

It is up to the high-
est court to decide
whether to accept
the case, as
Stanford exhausted
his appeals as a
matter of right
when the Fifth
Circuit ruled
against him.

In an indication of
how poor his
chances of success
are, the US
Department of
Justice served
notice that it has
waived its right to
respond to the peti-
tion. Of course, if
the court accepts
the case, the gov-
ernment will most
certainly appear.

Similar certiorari
petitions of two
senior Stanford
Bank executives,
who received 20-
year sentences for
their involvement in
the Ponzi scheme,
were denied earlier

this year. The case is
scheduled to be distrib-
uted, in conference, to
the justices on September
26, 2016. Most court
observers do not expect
the court to take up the

R. Allen Stanford

Stanford seeks review of
conviction and sentence
from US Supreme Court

37th Heads Government Caricom Conference
Pay Tribute To Mr. Patrick Manning

From page 2

Your Paper Your News Your Forum



issue of Taxes, a special-
ist publication, Brian D.
Burton, an American
attorney who has advised
high-profile corporate
clients in their dealings
with the IRS, called 2016
“a landmark year for
anti-tax avoidance and
financial transparency
initiatives,” citing the
Panama Papers as an
important source of
information and political

impetus for these efforts.

According to Hufbauer,
it’s still clear which
direction Britain is head-
ing: “They won’t become
more transparent. I don’t
think they’ll do anything
to make their system
more opaque than it
already is, but it’s defi-
nitely not going to go the
other way either.”

However, Nicolas Veron,
a Senior Fellow at

Bruegel, the Brussels-
based economics think-
tank, who is also a visit-
ing fellow at Peterson,
pointed out that any reg-
ulatory changes would
not happen overnight,
since the decoupling of
current financial regula-
tions from EU-era norms
would likely be a lengthy
process. “Rather than a
big bang, you’re going to
have more of a gradual
divergence,” he said.

C M Y K
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UK may join its Caribbean territories as
tax havens after Brexit

From page 18
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And, Yes, Ladies and Gentlemen it is
also the reason why economic agents of
high net worth seek refuge from high
corporate Federal and State Taxes, and
seek refuge in low tax states such as the
Cayman Islands, the British Virgin
Islands and my own island of St. Kitts
and Nevis.

Revenues earned from offshore bank-
ing are critically important to our large-
ly tourism based economy. When
Hurricane Omar wreaked utter havoc
on the Island of Nevis in 2008, our
flagship Four Seasons Resort was
closed for two full years, displacing
more than 200 workers, it was the flow
of revenues from our off-shore banking
sector that served as an automatic stabi-
lizer that cushioned the devastating
effects that would otherwise have
occurred.

Complicating the issue is a mistaken
view that somehow oodles of money
are fleeing to offshore financial centers
and somehow remains there. The pre-
ponderance of the evidence suggests
otherwise. These funds are not hidden
away in any one’s mattress in the
Caymans; they are in turn invested and
a large share of these funds find their
way back to the U.S. from whence they
came as investments in both U.S. pri-
vate securities as well as Federal secu-
rities.

To illustrate, the Cayman Islands which
is often pejoratively labeled as a tax
haven is the third largest foreign holder
of U.S. private sector securities. The
U.S. Treasury department reports that
as of June 2015, the Cayman Islands
held outstanding U.S. private sector
debt in the amount of $1,506 billion.
The Cayman Islands was also the
largest foreign portfolio holder of U.S.
equities in the amount of $883 billion.

The Cayman Islands is also a heavy
purchaser of long-term U.S.
Government bonds.

But, perhaps the most troubling of all is
the recent practice in which a number
of commercial banks in our region are
terminating their correspondent bank-
ing services. As you know, if you were
called on to send emergency funds to a
loved one at home, you had the option
of calling up your bank and sending the
funds by bank wire. The funds would
be routed from your local bank through
a correspondent bank in New York for
transfer to a commercial bank at home.
In the past, you would be charged a fee
of about $20 and the funds would
invariably be delivered the same day.

Today, a number of commercial banks
are either terminating their correspon-
dent banking services or raising fees to
unconscionably high levels. This has
two very harmful effects. First, busi-
ness establishments will find it
extremely difficult to receive payment
for their products shipped abroad.
Second, the Little Man on the street
may be forced to tap the services of the
neighborhood loan shark who operates
an underground black market, placing
your hard earned money in his hands
asking him to deliver the funds to Aunt
Suzy in a remote village. This, Ladies
and Gentlemen, is what we are being

reduced to.

As I close, I would like to extend a
warm and cordial invitation to each of
you to visit St. Kitts and Nevis. Rich in
history, consider visiting the birthplace
of Alexander Hamilton and other
authentic heritage sites that we antici-
pate will soon earn a UNESCO World
Heritage site designation. Visit any of
the several award winning resorts that
have received global acclaim in Conde
Naste magazine.

Mount Pelier Plantation Inn in Nevis
was a favorite of Princess Di who took
her two sons there shortly after her sep-
aration from Prince Charles. The Four
Seasons Resort in Nevis is a favorite of
Oprah Winnfrey, Robin Roberts and
Kelly Ripa. Most recently, the
Canadian Prime Minister Justin Pierre
Trudeau stayed at the Paradise Beach
villas. Visit places like Sunshine’s Bar
and sample his renowned “Killer Bee”
rum punch. Make a trip to St. Kitts and
bask on the beautiful beaches of
Cockleshell and Frigate bay, take a
round the island tour on the scenic rail-
way or visit the Brimstone Hill Fortress
for spectacular views of the neighbor-
ing Dutch islands of St. Eustatius, St.
Barths and Saba. We would love to
have you visit with us.

C M Y K
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nations.

Where is the sense of
justice and humanity of
the 52%? Must some
migrants continue to
transmit to their off-
spring for the rest of their
existence the wounds of
desolation, substandard
living, inadequate health
care and huge unemploy-
ment that are the direct
result of the historical
wrong that the British
committed against the
migrants’ ancestors?
How many of the 52%
have taken a moment to
reflect on British history,
or on the forces driving
the migration of another
set of people across
Europe in unprecedented
numbers, before prema-
turely proceeding to exit
the EU? Not all of this
other group of migrants
are leaving their home-
land because of want.
Sizeable numbers of
them are well educated,
middle-class people flee-
ing for their lives from
their war-ravaged coun-
tries.

The 52% of the Brits
who voted in favor of
Brexit clearly had long
forgotten the sterling
contribution peoples of
dark pigmentation made,
and continue to make, to
the development of
Britain. Ever since the
days of the former
British Empire, Blacks,
Indians and Middle
Eastern peoples have
been travelling thou-
sands of miles to Britain
and have been contribut-
ing to the development
of the infrastructure that
now stands majestically
within that nation. Some
were brought in shackles
and chains against their
own will and forced to
labor, without compen-
sation, to construct some
of the beautiful monu-
ments and other kinds of
architecture located
across the length and
breadth of the United
Kingdom.

No doubt, the 52% who
voted out of anger
towards the dark skins,
failed to read their histo-
ry books. If they knew
of this history, however,

and still voted the way
that they did, then one
can only hope that, with
time, this madness will
dissipate and the sense of
sanity will return to the
United Kingdom.

Nations benefit from the
viable contributions that
immigrants make to their
society. Dark-skinned
peoples have proved
themselves to be innova-
tive, creative and inven-
tive. Look at the
Egyptian pyramids, Taj
Mahal in India, some of
the extraordinary
mosques erected
throughout the Middle
East, their works of art in
the renowned British
museums, and their
handiwork all over
Britain. People who
leave their country in
search of a better life
elsewhere are, generally
speaking, an enterpris-
ing, industrious and
indefatigable people
capable of contributing
in various ways to the
country of their adop-
tion. Take heed, support-
ers of Brexit.

Brexit – A Sophomoric Decision
From page 4
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Chef needed at Mount Nevis
Hotel with 5 year experience.

Contact @ 469-9373.

(1) Help and (1)
Bartender Wanted

Please contact: 663-8804
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He followed up with a
June 24, 2016 post in
which he was more
direct.

“So whose Ministry is it
anyway? I did not vote
for no Junior Minister or
Minister of State. The
Honorable Eugene
Hamilton is my
P a r l i a m e n t a r y
Representative. He has to
come to the people of
Constituency #8 and ask
for their vote in a few
short years. So will the
Junior Minister accom-
pany him? This is
Politics 101. I did not
vote for you; you cannot,
therefore, be vested with

more power than the per-
son for whom I voted.
Somebody is testing the
faith of the people of
Constituency #8. Fix it or
else! I had enough of this
nonsense. “Grand gluti-
nous words and high
sounding phrases” will
not appease us. So if you
want the fight to start
now, please let us know!”

Wattley, a former
Permanent Secretary in
the Office of the Prime
Minister and who was
also Permanent Secretary
to the Ministry of
Communication, Works
and Public Utilities dur-
ing the Labour Party’s
tenure in Government,
was sympathetic towards

the Dr. Patrick Martin’s
cause and had accused
the Team Unity
Government of humiliat-
ing and discrediting him
as the Federation’s Chief
Medical Officer.

“I deplore the apparent
efforts of the Government
to stain the reputation of
a tenured public servant
who has served his
Country with marked dis-
tinction over many
years,” he said in a state-
ment on his Facebook
page.

He also publicly pledged
his support to the retiring
CMO.

“He is a good, decent
and moral citizen. He has

been a highly productive
Public Servant and the
Country is better because
for his service. So I am
appalled at the attempts
by the Government to
discredit, humiliate and
diminish the man - Dr.
Patrick Martin.”

In furtherance of his
comments on the Dr.
Martin’s issue, Wattley
hopes “that other fair-
minded citizens will
stand behind this good
man and publicly support
him. The Government’s
intent and action are
wrong-headed.”

While it is public knowl-
edge that he has resigned
his position at ZIZ

B r o a d c a s t i n g
Corporation, many peo-
ple are asking if he had
done the same as
Chairman for the

People’s Labour Party
which was formed by PM
Harris and Sam Condor
while in opposition.

Douglas Wattley resigns as Chair of ZIZ Board of Directors
From page 15

Wanted 3 Chef‘s for Kings Palace
to cook Chinese’s food. Please
contact 466-3685/661-7342

Wanted two (2) Handyman at House
of Blinds #2 Low Street. Please con-

tact us at 669-8277/765-9757
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RENT CALL 469-5907
Three bedroom two bathroom
house for rent in Hamilton Est

Nevis. Call 765-0807 or 664-3077

Miranda Enterprise Need 1 person
with 5 years experience with
sheetrock. Contact 668-8920

Safety Instincts Ltd is seeking 4 Male and
1 Female for Safety Officers Must be will-
ing to train in self defense. Call 765-5780
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By Staff Writer

The local cricket fran-
chise wrapped up a dis-
appointing opening leg
of the 2016 Caribbean
Premier League, winning
a single game and losing
three. However, owner
Uday Nayak is con-
vinced the franchise can
reach the finals.

Mr. Nayak obtained the
franchise in 2015. He
said he is encouraged
that the tournament finals
are returning to St. Kitts
and Nevis for the second
time and he hopes the
team can be there for the
matches.

Minister of Sports the
Hon. Shown Richards

and Chief Operations
Officer for CPL Pete
Russell at a recent press
conference said the
Federation will host the
semi-finals and finals of
the tournament in
August.

They revealed that the
federal government had
bid US$1.2 million to
host the matches. They
said the Federation
expects to see direct
returns from the games
through a percentage of
the gate receipts.

‘I think it is very nice
that the semi-finals and
finals are coming here
and I am confident we
are going to be there and
playing,’ he added. He
said it is good for the
game that it is played in
the Federation and that it
will help St. Kitts and
Nevis develop.

In 2014, the Federation
realized over $20 million
in economic benefits
when it hosted matches
in the tournament. Last
year, Warner Park hosted
nine tournament matches

and realized US$10 mil-
lion in economic returns.

CPL organizers claim the
tournament reached 50
million people last year.

Nayak said he and other
members of the manage-
ment team of the Patriots
are planning to develop
the base for the franchise
in the Federation and that
their plans are ‘very
ambitious.’

‘We will do some train-
ing where we can get
grassroots children into
our team,’ he added. He
said Chief Operations
Officer and former West
Indies Team Analyst
Richard Berridge will be
drafting a plan to
improve the team and the
market over the next two
years. He refused to
name an amount of how
much of an investment
he has made in the team
when asked the question.

The Caribbean Premier
League finals will be
held Aug. 3-7 at Warner
Park.

C M Y K
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Uday Nayak presenting an award after the Patriots loss to Jamaica Tallawahs
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