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By LR Liburd
St. Kitts-Nevis Observer

Former President of the
Clarence Fitzroy Bryant
College (CFBC), Dr.
Kelvin Daly is refuting
statements made by
Federal Minister of
Education and Deputy
Prime Minister the Hon.
Shawn Richards, who
said that under Daly’s
watch the books at the
learning institution were
in disarray with hundreds
of thousands of dollars
gone missing as well as
large unpaid bills.

Richards made these
allegations, among oth-
ers, during a town hall
meeting held by the
Team Unity Government
at the Newtown Comm-
unity Centre on Monday
(July 25).

Responding to the allega-
tion made by Dr. Daly
and members of the
Opposition that he had
fired the educator as
President of CFBC,
Minister Richards said it
was not his decision but
that of the Board of
Directors at CFBC.

He explained that Dr.
Daly had a contract
which would expire in
August of 2016 and that
he had accrued leave
which he was advised to
take.

“Dr. Daly didn’t take a
vacation and the Board
took a decision to ask
him to take vacation,
because CFBC has seri-
ous financial problems
and if he doesn’t take the
vacation it means that
CFBC will have to pay
him for his vacation.”

The Education Minister

also explained that
employees at the College
knew that when the three
percent increase was
given to government they
had to wait months to get
it, “because of the finan-
cial issues affecting
CFBC. So the Board told
him to take his vacation”

He stated that Dr. Daly’s
vacation ended on
Tuesday (July 19) and on
his return to work the
Board said: “Look, we
are not going to renew
your contract and so we
think it is best for you to
exit CFBC at this point
and time.”

Minister Richards
emphasised that instead
of Dr. Daly saying he
was victimised, he give
the full facts to the public
and let the people deter-
mine why the Board
refused to renew his con-
tract.

Reading from what he
claimed to be an audit
report on the College for
the years 2012, 2013 and
2014, Richards said: “Dr.
Daly must tell persons
that in 2014, the first full
year that he was at
CFBC, you had eight
hundred and something
thousand dollars collect-

ed and only five hundred
and something thousand
dollars ended up in the
bank account for CFBC.
That was under his watch
as President of CFBC.

“And the report speaks to
it right here!
Total...$819,276.11 col-
lected at CFBC in the
year 2014. Actual bank
deposits...$395,840.54.
Amount unaccounted
for...$423,435.47. And
so the Board took a deci-
sion not to renew his
contract. Why he wants
to blame me and why he
wants to blame the
Board?

“But that ain’t the only
thing! Ask Dr. Daly
under his watch how
much money is owed to
Social Security. Ask him
about the hundreds of
thousands of dollars
owed to Social Security
taken out of teachers’
money and the money
ain’t reach to Social
Security up until now,
because of the fact that
there is serious financial
issues up at CFBC. All
that happened under his
watch as President of
CFBC. Ask him about
the monies owed to CXC
by CFBC. Ask him

about the hundreds of
thousands of dollars
owed to the Electricity
Department by CFBC.
Sometimes when you
hear them talking you got
to take it with a grain of
salt.”

The Deputy Prime
Minister reiterated that
he had no input in the
Board’s decision to fire
Dr. Daly and that no one
could accuse him of vic-
timisation.

“I hear the man doing an
interview saying that this
Minister victimised him
because he is NRP. I
have worked with
Labour people; I have
worked with PAM peo-
ple, CCM, NRP people
and nobody could accuse
me of victimisation. Plus
I am not the Board for
CFBC. I cannot make
the determination as to
whether or not Dr. Daly
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In the 1990’s, a friend
and I went to a Japanese
Festival. One of the
events we watched was
the Japanese Tea cere-
mony. I thoroughly
enjoyed this as I like tea.
I became so engrossed in
watching this ceremony
that I was unaware of
anything or any-
one around me.
The entire ritual is
designed to focus
the senses so that
one is totally
involved in the
occasion and not
distracted by mun-
dane thoughts.
The tea ceremony
(called Chanoyu
which in Japanese
means hot water
for tea) is the ritu-
alized preparation
and serving of
powdered green
tea called matcha,
in the presence of
guests. A full length for-
mal tea ceremony
involves a meal called
kaisei and two servings
of tea. The ceremony
takes place in a hut apart
from the main house or
in a room in the house
devoted to the ritual.
Inside the house there is
an alcove called the
tokonoma where scrolls,
flowers, calligraphy and
paintings will be dis-
played.

The preparation of the
tea is intricate and pre-
cise. The matcha or
finely powdered green
tea is kept in a ceramic
container in a silk bag.
The host scoops a por-
tion of the tea into a
ceramic tea bowl and

carefully adds simmer-
ing water. With a small
whisk, the host mixes the
tea and the water until
the drink is frothy and
green. It is rooted in the
Zen principles of wa –
harmony, kei – respect,
sei – purity and jaku –
tranquillity. Talking

about everyday life is
taboo, instead attention
is focused on the prepa-
ration of the tea, the
beauty of the flower
arrangements and the
calligraphy hangings on
the wall.

After watching the cere-
mony I realized that we
often conduct our lives
in a “robotic” manner.
We fail to engage with
and fully appreciate
many beneficial aspects
of our surroundings. To
me it is a scary thought,
that we go through life
without thinking about
what we do on a day to
day basis. Of course our
modern lifestyle has con-
tributed to this sorry
state of affairs, with long

working hours and the
pressure to be busy, we
tend to do things in a
hurried manner. We
often eat and drink with-
out fully savouring what
we consume.

It is as if we are like
windup robots with a key

in our backs in the
morning and by the
evening we run out
of steam. We are in
a rush in the morn-
ing trying to get
ready for work,
sometimes we may
even skip breakfast
and because of time
constraints lunch is a
hurried meal. We
may watch televi-
sion while we are
eating our dinner,
because our
favourite pro-
gramme is on the air
or we may gobble
down our food, so

that we are finished
before the programme
comes on. Either way we
are not fully savouring
the functions of watch-
ing a programme or eat-
ing a meal. Japan’s tea
culture provides a
method to combat the
robotic lifestyle and to
truly appreciate unhur-
ried time.

I am not suggesting we
should have tea cere-
monies, but what I am
suggesting is that we
become less robotic and
become more engaged
with life with our five
senses. Enjoy the
moment. Much of our
life seems pretty mun-
dane, but we should be
savouring more of it!

St. Kitts and Nevis has at least 10 festivals squeezed into each
calendar year. There is Carnival, Green Valley Festival, Sandy
Point Bangalang, Music Festival, Nevis Jazz Festival, Winfest,
Gingerama, Latinfest, Labour fest, PAM fest. With so many festi-
vals, and with each festival having a queen pageant, it is little won-
der that Culturama 42 had difficulty finding delegates for its Ms.
Culture Queen competition.

In the early years, there was a distinct African and cultural theme
to the Culture Queen pageant. This is perhaps the area of great-
est departure from the concept of culture on display. Today, there
is no pretence; the pageant is all glitz and glamour, beads, strings
and feathers; plunging necklines and backlines and lots of daring.

The food fair is always a crowd pleaser. It is less about food and
more about re-unions and nostalgia. You can find cultural delica-
cies and comfort foods of your childhood. You can catch up with
friends from far flung corners of the globe and local persons who
you haven’t seen for a long time. It is also a time of great entre-
preneurship and of economic activity.

The Calypso show (now called Kaiso) has witnessed some keen
rivalries over the years. These created intense discussion points
and revved up the hype for the night of the show. Not so now. The
guard should be changing but nobody is emerging, so the
Calypsonians are being recycled. The young performers are opt-
ing for soca which is a one or two-liner, repeated over and over
again, often at frenzied speed. Calypso, on the other hand
requires lyrics, verses, a refrain and actual singing. Soca is the
future, and there is money in it!

Musically it was Freeman of Rawlins vs Neale of Mount
Lily/Fountain vs Hamilton of Barnes Ghaut for the band clash.
Close your eyes now, and listen and you cannot tell where you are
as the music has become universal and generic. Mind you, it is
still creative, just not unique anymore.

In the beginning, it was almost exclusively cultural troupes.
Rawlins Masquerade vs Hanleys Road Masquerade vs Cotton
Ground masquerade. Not so anymore. Now only two of the cul-
tural troupes have survived, Masquerade and Clowns. Cowboys
& Indians, Giant Despair, Johnny Walker, Neigabisnes, Bull,
Minstrells, Red Cross have all disappeared with the death or
retirement of many of our cultural icons. No more pan-around-the
neck either; instead it is the long jam from Gingerland to
Charlestown, ending up with a clash of bands. This 4 mile long
jam is not for the faint of heart!

Yes Ginger. This is Culturama time, so leh we wine - but safely!
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“Enjoy the
moment. Much
of our life seems
pretty mundane,
but we should be
savouring more

of it!”

Living Robotic Lives
By Dianne P. Collins

Advis ory from
The St. Kit ts-Nevis Observer...
BEWARE THE SCAMMERS!
Beware of correspo ndenc e which
purport s to make you ric h over night.

DO NOT giv e out ANY
information conc erning your

credit card, bank account , phone
number or even your address.



By Jim Yong Kim

The growing concern
over the Zika virus high-
lights a frightening reali-
ty. The world remains
ill-prepared for a fast-
moving virus. Over the
past decade, Ebola, avian
flu, swine flu and other
pandemics have shown
how vulnerable the world
can be when major out-
breaks start in a develop-
ing country with a weak
health system.

But too little investment
in pandemic prepared-
ness at the local, national
and global levels leave
all of us, no matter where
we live, vulnerable to the
spread of a deadly pan-
demic. Pandemics are a
global security threat,
and they demand a truly
global response.

This, in fact, is about to
happen. The world will
now be able to automati-
cally send money, med-
ical teams and lifesaving
supplies to any of the 77
poorest countries to pre-
vent a major outbreak
from spreading and esca-
lating. The newly creat-
ed Pandemic Emergency
Financing Facility will
leverage money from
wealthy countries, capi-
tal markets and the rein-
surance industry, and use
those funds if needed to
mount a rapid early
response to shut down an
outbreak with pandemic
potential - and at a frac-
tion of the cost of
delayed action.

This facility, which will
be up and running later
this year, will disburse
money quickly through
two routes.

First, it will open up an
entirely new insurance

market: pandemic risk
insurance. Low income
countries will be covered
against certain types of
viruses expected to cause
the majority of severe
outbreaks, including
Ebola. Once an outbreak
meets predetermined cri-
teria based on size,
severity and speed,
money will flow to the
afflicted countries and
international responders.
Much like with other
types of insurance, a
small amount of money
paid up front will provide
countries with a much
larger amount of support
when it’s most needed.

Second, in the event of
emerging or more unpre-
dictable types of out-
breaks for which exten-
sive data is not yet avail-
able, such as Zika, the
facility can use cash to
trigger a faster response.

Either way, this means
we no longer will rely on
inevitably sluggish - and
lethally unpredictable -
political deliberations or
pass-the-hat fundraising
appeals, which usually
come too little, too late.

If this facility had existed
in 2014 during the Ebola
outbreak in West Africa,
we could have mobilized
$100 million as early as
July that year to acceler-
ate the response. Instead,
that level of funding did
not begin to flow until
three months later - dur-
ing which Ebola cases
increased tenfold - and
eventually cost $10 bil-
lion and counting to U.S.
and other taxpayers for
emergency response,
recovery efforts and eco-
nomic losses to the
affected countries.

In addition to filling a

critical financing gap, the
Pandemic Emergency
Financing Facility will
serve as a cornerstone in
building a better global
system to reduce future
pandemic risks.

The facility will comple-

ment the World Health
Organization’s new
enhanced early-response
efforts. It will require
countries to develop
strong response plans,
and in so doing we hope
it will also encourage
greater global and
national investments in
preparedness - including
in more resilient national
health systems and
regional surveillance and
detection networks. It
will move us away from
the much more costly
and inefficient crisis-to-
crisis management of
pandemics toward a
smarter, faster, better-
coordinated and more
effective response when
needed.

There is a high probabili-
ty that the world will
experience a severe out-
break in the next 10 to 15
years. Recent economic
analysis suggests that the
annualized global cost of
a moderately severe to
severe pandemic is
roughly $570 billion, or
0.7 percent of global
income - with overall
cost estimates of a single
large pandemic as high

as 5 percent of global
gross domestic product,
or $4 trillion.

The world has well-
developed global sys-
tems to respond quickly
to other security risks,
ranging from disasters to
economic contagion. Yet
pandemics - the ultimate
contagion - have been
one of the greatest
unmanaged and unin-
sured global risks in the
world. Until now.

We can’t change the
speed of a hurricane or
the magnitude of an
earthquake, but we can
change the trajectory of
an outbreak. By having a
global system at the
ready to get money to the
right place at the right
time, we have the poten-
tial to save thousands -
even millions - of lives
and protect the global
economy from trillions
of dollars in losses.

The writer is president of
the World Bank Group.

*This article was origi-
nally published in the
Washington Post on July
1, 2016
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A Better Way to Protect the World from the Next Pandemic

Jim Yong Kim
President of the World Bank Group



By Monique Washington

The twin island’s
Federation has been
plagued with an increas-
ing number of gun-relat-
ed tragedies as the fourth
person in four days has
lost his life.

Businessman Gary
Claxton of Stoney Grove
Nevis was robbed and
gunned down in broad
day light on Jessups
Beach just hours after
Clevaughn ‘Fetti” Berley
was gunned down in
Cardin Avenue in St.
Kitts. The Federation’s
death toll currently

stands at 22.

With no gun factories on
the island the police
boast of removing 19
illegal firearms from the
streets in 2016, one less
than all of 2015, howev-
er, gun-related crimes
have increase, rather than
decreased.

Hezron Wade, who has
kept statistics on homi-
cides in the Federation
between 2007 to today,
noted that there have
been 232 documented
murders, 181 on St. Kitts
and 51 on Nevis in the
46,000 twin island feder-

ation population.

According to Wade’s
statistics, males between
20 to 29 contribute to 42
percent (98) of the
deaths. Youths from 10-
19 contribute 20 percent
(46) of the deaths and
men 30-39 15 percent
(34) of the deaths. Gun-
related deaths accounted
for 83 percent (192),
while 11 percent (25)
are knife-related and 6
percent are categorized
as other.

A ray of hope was given
to residences when
Team Unity launched its

2015 manifesto, which
said:

“ATEAMUNITYGOV-
ERNMENT shall not
stand by and allow any
further deterioration in
the safety and security of
our beloved homeland.

Team Unity will work
immediately to bring
crime down through
intervention and preven-
tion. We will reduce
crime through empower-
ing law enforcement and
at the same time, work to
prevent criminal activity

by addressing the socio-
economic causes that are
the root of the problem.”

The manifesto recog-
nised the impact crime
has had on residents not-
ing, “We cannot have a

Page 6
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By Monique Washington

The Vance Amory
International Airport has
added two new pieces of
security equipment donat-
ed by the ScotiaBank
Nevis Branch that will
assist in the day to day
operation of the airport.

The bank’s donation
includes a security moni-
tor and retractable line
dividers. The bank’s
Marketing Manager
Sharon Smalls told The
Observer on Tuesday that
“The items were donated
to the Nevis Air and
Seaport Authority
(NASPA) because bank
staff saw a need for the
equipment and wanted to

assist.”

NASPA is responsible for
the ownership and opera-
tion of the island’s desig-
nated air and sea ports
and was established in

1995.

On Tuesday, NASPA
General Manager Oral
Brandy explained to The
Observer that the two
items will bring better

Security to the airport.

“Security, especially at
any airport, is a big con-
cern,” Brandy said. “The
monitor will be a wel-
come addition to what we

already have.”

He said that the monitor
will show video of the
day-to-day activities at
the airport. The
retractable line dividers
will add a “sense of
order” at the airport.

“Passengers will know
where to go, what lines to
stand in. Everything will
be in order,” he said.

ScotiaBank has donated
and sponsored many
community-based pro-
jects and initiatives. They
have donated to the St.
Christopher Outreach
Center; donated two com-
puters to the Joshua
Obadiah Williams

Primary School, Pink
Lily; raised funds for the
Pediatric Assistance
League of St. Kitts-Nevis
(PALS); and sponsored
Kiddy Cricket for 16
years; among other initia-
tives.

On Wednesday, the items
were presented to NASPA
by ScotiaBank’s Nevis
Branch Bank Manager
Ebony Harp. During the
presentation, Harp noted,
“For us, service doesn’t
end in the branch – it goes
beyond our doors into the
communities we serve.
We give back by support-
ing our communities; as
well as supporting initia-
tives to make our country
work better.”
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By Staff Writer

Several plots of land in
the Shadwell area near
St. Peter’s are being con-
sidered for the site for the
new Basseterre High
School, according to
Minister of Education the
Hon. Shawn Richards.

Minister Richards made
his remarks to Newton
residents on Monday,
July 25, in a government
planned town hall meet-
ing.

Richards was emotional
as he told an estimated
100 residents that the
government is working
hard to meet a promise of
building the school
before the year ends.
The topic has been a sub-

ject of controversy for
some time.

He spoke after several
committees were created
to find sites for the
school. Although
Shadwell is at the top
of the list, it has met
several challenges.
One of the con-
tentions is that the
proximity of the near-
by airport could dis-
turb students in their
studies. After several
meetings, a commit-
tee concluded that the
Shadwell site was limited
to three acres and is too
small.

Four other sites were
placed in contention,
including a plot of land
near the University of

Health Sciences and oth-
ers near the old BHS
campus, one near TDC
and a plot along the
island main road in
Needsmust.

The Needsmust area was
also challenged because
of the water table, said
Richards. He said a com-
mittee of water experts
was selected to evaluate
that site and give the
Cabinet guidance. The
Minister did not give a

date on when construc-
tion would begin, but he
reminded the residents
that EC$10 million had
been budgeted for the
school. The relocation of
students and teachers
from the Victoria Road
campus has been under
contentious discussion
for years after a number
of people at the school
became ill from myste-
rious causes. No cause
for the sickness has
been discovered despite
tests being made by
numerous regional and
international agencies.

Students have been relo-
cated to Washington
Archibald High School a
short distance away and
were placed there on a
shift system basis.

Government committee favouring Shadwell area for new BHS

“...a number of
people at the

school became ill
from mysterious

causes.”

Minister of Education, Hon. Shawn Richards

By Staff Writer

While more than $12
million was paid out to
former sugar workers
through the govern-
ment’s Sugar Workers
Restoration Fund, a sig-
nificant number of

dependants have still not
been paid for deceased
relatives who worked in
the industry says Prime
Minister Dr. Timothy
Harris.

Dr. Harris provided a
report to reporters at his

monthly press confer-
enceWednesday, disclos-
ing that 1,845 people
have been paid under the
program which is now
closed. He included rela-
tives of deceased former
sugar workers in the
number.

He said the $12 million
that has been paid to date
includes $1.5 million
compensated to third par-
ties that are representa-
tives of the deceased
workers.

The compensation pro-
gram was created in 2015
as part of a promise made
by the government dur-
ing its elections cam-
paign. It has been rid-
dled with controversy
from the start. Some
people complained they
did not receive funds
even though they were
told they received all
payments due under the
Labour Administration,
while other individuals
received far less than
they expected.

The payment to third par-
ties was another contro-
versy that has been
affecting the govern-
ment. During his last
press briefing, Dr. Harris
said the criticism charged
against his administra-
tion about the payment
delays were directed in
the wrong area since the
payments were tied up in
the courts.

He told reporters many
former sugar workers

have died without a will
or necessary arrange-
ments on who should
benefit from their estate
and that the procedure
needed to go through the
courts.

“There are times when
persons at the unit think
they have all the infor-
mation, then someone
comes from abroad and

you have a new situation
develop where invariably
you have contested
claims and those have to
be resolved,” he added.

He urged those individu-
als waiting for their
claims to make regular
checks with SWRF to
make sure their applica-
tions are being processed
in a timely manner.

Some Relatives of Ex-Sugar Workers Still to be Paid

Prime Minister Dr. Timothy Harris
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By LR Liburd
St. Kitts-Nevis Observer

Gun violence in the
Federation continued
unabated as two men
were reportedly killed
Monday (July 25) in sep-
arate incidents – one on
St. Kitts and the other on
sister isle Nevis.

The victims’ names were
given as 22-year-old
Cleveland Berkley, alias
‘Fetty’ of Trafalgar
Village, Basseterre, St.
Kitts, and Gary ‘Fatty’
Claxton of Stoney
Grove, Nevis.

Information reaching
The Observer stated that
at about 11:30 a.m.,
while Berkley was seated
under a tree on Cardin
Avenue in the vicinity of
the home of the late Noel
‘Zambo’ Heath, an
unknown gunman or
gunmen fired a number
of bullets in his direction.

He was reportedly struck
several times, including
in the head, and was
rushed to the Joseph N
France General Hospital
where he succumbed to
his injuries.

Some three hours after
(2:20 p.m.), Claxton was
reportedly shot by an
unknown assailant or
assailants during an
alleged attempted rob-
bery in the vicinity of
Paradise Beach in
Jessups Village.

He was pronounced dead
on the scene.

According to one indi-
vidual, Claxton who
owned a business in
Stoney Grove where he
would purchase seafood

from fishers on the island
for export and also to sell
to various hotels, includ-
ing the Four Seasons
Resort, as well as to
locals.

He was also well-known
on Nevis for his altruism,
especially in his sponsor-
ship of community
events and that of a foot-
ball team.

Cleveland Berkley and
Gary Claxton’s death
have taken the number of
homicides committed in

St. Kitts and Nevis for
the year to 21.

These two shooting inci-
dents marked the sixth
one in seven days in
which four persons have
died and seven others
injured.

A police communiqué
indicated that investiga-
tors from the Violent
Crimes Unit and the
Criminal Investigation
Department and techni-
cians from the Forensics
Services Unit had can-

vassed both scenes for
items of evidential value,
and that investigations
are ongoing.

The first one occurred at
about 9:25 p.m. on
Tuesday (Jul. 19) in the
vicinity of Mad House
Alley in Newtown,
where it was reported
that 19-year-old Shivorn
Smith of Ponds Pasture
and 18-year-old Derrick
Hendrickson of
Newtown were both shot
to their legs.

The second one took
place at about 9:15 a.m.
on Thursday (July 21) in
St. Johnston Village,
where Vernon ‘Pest’
Elliott was shot twice in
the region of his but-
tocks, while the third
incident occurred at
about 8:30 p.m. on the
same day which resulted
in the death of Cleon
Gilbert of Lower Cayon
and Kyle Allen of
Central Thibou Avenue,
and injuries to Omax Bye
of Fort Thomas Road,
Vance Nisbett of Thibou
Avenue and Kevis
Cotton of Upper College
Street.

And the fourth incident
occurred sometime after
11:00 p.m. on Friday
(July 22) in the vicinity
of David Coury & Co.
Ltd. Hardware Store on
the Bay Road where
Javid Saddler, who is
said to hail from The
Village, was shot in the
hip by an unidentified
individual.

So far, no suspect has
reportedly been held
responsible for any of
these shooting incidents.

C M Y K

LOCAL NEWS The St. Kitts-Nevis Observer. Friday July 29, 2016 Page 9

Two killed Within Hours in St. Kitts and Nevis

The late Cleveland Berkley, alias ‘Fetty’ The late Gary ‘Fatty’ Claxton



By Staff Writer

Dr. Denzil Douglas,
leader of the Parliamen-
tary Opposition, wants
the government led by
Dr. Timothy Harris to
open a national conversa-
tion on the rampant gun
violence that continues to
explode in St. Kitts and
Nevis.

He made this proposal
Wednesday, July 27,
based on 21 gun deaths
in the first seven months
of the year.

Dr. Douglas spoke on his
party’s weekly radio pro-
gram. The former
Minister of National
Security charged that the
Team Unity administra-

tion is lost for answers on
how to handle the
increasing crime prob-
lem, pointing out that
this month was one of the
deadliest on record.

“Again I emphasis that
the authorities are clue-
less in dealing with this
unprecedented crime sit-
uation,” he said. “July is
being recorded as the
bloodiest July in the his-
tory of our country,
matching only January
2016 when we recorded
six murders.”

Dr. Harris said it is clear
that promises made by
the Prime Minister and
his coalition have not
been delivered since they
took office in February

2015 on the problem of
violent crime and when it
blamed the Labour
Government for the
problem. He challenged
the public to let the gov-
ernment know if they are
better off now than in
February 2015.

He further stated that
“Crime is a national
issue, a societal issue that
we contended many
years ago. It will take all
of us to fix it and no
blaming of one entity,
group or party will make
us safer as a nation and a
people.”

He also stated that St.
Kitts and Nevis continue
to receive negative
images on the interna-

tional stage and that
crimes are being reported
on the local airlines,
through online mediums
and in the press, includ-
ing the recent fallout
from the 50 Cent arrest.
The international rapper
was very vocal on his
return to America where
he described the
Federation as the ‘mur-
der capital’.

Earlier this week, a num-
ber of shootings rocked
the Federation, including
the killings of 22-year-
old Cleveland ‘Fatty’
Berkley and the murder
of business owner Gary
‘Fatty’Clayton just hours
apart.

LOCAL NEWS

Leader of the Opposition calls for a Crime Summit
to address current problem
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The Rt. Hon. Dr. Denzil Douglas
Opposition Leader

By Staff Writer

Prime Minisster the Hon.
Dr. Timothy Harris as
chairman of the OECS
Council says that agency
has earmarked four pro-

grams the council is
working on to stave off
potential fallout from
problems associated with
Correspondent Banking
Relations.

He told reporters leaders
will pursue a concentrat-
ed diplomatic or political
approach for high level
advocacy with the major
players in the CBR such
as the United States,

Canada and the United
Kingdom. His remarks
were made at his month-
ly news briefing
Wednesday, July 27, at
Government Headquar-
ters.

Correspondent Banking
Relations was thrust into
the spotlight when inter-
national financial institu-
tions began withdrawing
their services from the
region and forcing lead-
ers like Dr. Harris to seek
out new policies to pro-
tect customers as well as
local financial institu-
tions. The hot topic
came up for discussion at
the recent meeting of
Heads of Government
where they were unable
to get it resolved.

During a recent meeting
of OECS Assembly in
Antigua, leaders mulled
over the topic with Dr.
Harris outling the issues
and stating that a world
conference is being
planned to bring all the
major stakeholders

together to resolve the
issue. One proposed
solution is to have all
national banks register
on the swift ‘Know Your
Customer’ program
launched in December
2014.

The Know Your
Customer program is an
international database
that maintains a standard
set of information about
financial institutions that
comply with established
requirements under
Swift.com which helps
operate the service.

Launched in December
2014, the KYC Registry
provides data for corre-
spondent banks, fund
distributors and custodi-
ans. Banks contribute an
agreed baseline set of
information for valida-
tion by Swift which they
share with their counter
parties. Each bank
retains ownership of its
own information and
control. Banks are not
charged for data contri-

butions or for using the
Registry to share their
KYC data with users.
Banks would also fast
track consolidations and
amalgamation of national
banks.

Dr. Harris said, ‘that
would have been part of
the eight-point plan that
Gov. Vennor had brought
forward to deal with the
economic difficulties that
ensued after the financial
crisis.”

He said further consider-
ation should be given for
the region to open a cor-
respondent Caribbean
bank in the United
States.

Establishment of a
regional correspondent
bank has been talked
about in recent months
and still must overcome
several hurdles before it
could become estab-
lished, Head of Eastern
Caribbean Central Bank
Timothy Antoine recent-
ly told reporters.

OECS Council agree on four pillar to address CBR issues



By Monique Washington

Afather fears for his life and
perhaps even his seven-
year-old daughter’s life are
in danger after a soldier
allegedly pointed a military
rifle at him after he attempt-
ed to turn his vehicle around
and drive to Jessup’s Village
to pick up a pair of boots.

On Wednesday, Ashburne
“Ash” Liburd of
Charlestown told The
Observer he was driving
from Oualie to Charlestown
near a Police Vehicle Check
Point (VCP) in the Pinney’s
area. He said he realised
that he had forgotten to pick
up a pair of boots in Jessups,
so he pulled off the road and
allowed traffic behind him
to pass.

“I sat withmy head turned to
observe the road so that I
would be able to complete
my intended maneuver,”
Liburd said. “I felt some-
thing brush against my
cheek, andwhen I turnedmy
head I saw an arm and hand
inside my car turn off the
engine and trying to remove
my keys from the ignition.”

According to Liburd, he
grabbed the individual’s
hand, who he realised was a
soldier pulled his arm out-
side the vehicle and cocked
his M16A4 military rifle.

“He charged his weapon and

pointed it at me and my
daughter,” Liburd said. He
then said, ‘come nuh.”

Liburd said he instantly
feared for his life and the life
of his daughter. He opened
the vehicle door and got out
to deflect the soldier’s aim
away from his daughter. He
said that is when a police
officer came rushing to his
car.

Liburd claims he spoke to
“Sargent Harris” of the New
Castle Police, but while
speaking with the officer
Liburd alleges he heard the
solider tell another officer
“how many times they
would have and should have
shot me.”

Liburd saidHarris suggested
to him to make a report at
the Army camp in Fountain
Village.

“I walked back to my car
and started the engine,” he
said. The windscreen wash-
er fluid immediately kept
coming on the windscreen
and the wipers were work-
ing at their fastest mode. I
tried to turn them off only to
realise the switch was bro-
ken.”

Liburd noted that in order to
stop the wipers the fuse had
to be removed.

Liburd told The Observer
that the same day he visited

the Army camp in an
attempt tomake a report. He
said he was threatened and
told to leave the compound
because the solider was cor-
rect.

Liburd said when he
attempted to make a report
at the Charlestown Police
Station to Sargent Michael
Hobson the information he
gave to the police officer and
the information written were
not the same. He said he
also contacted Captain
Kayode Sutton to describe
what had happened, but the
conversation was not help-
ful.

On Wednesday, The
Observer contacted Defence
Force Public Affairs Officer
Capt. Kayode Sutton, who
said that Liburd was trying
to evade the VCP, which he
claims is against the law.

“If you are trying to evade
legal authority it is a crime
in itself,” Sutton said.
“Nobody knows why you’re
trying to get away from the
police. Maybe you have a
gun. His actions were suspi-
cious. I asked him why he
was trying to evade the
police and he could not
answer me.“

The Observer attempted to
find the law that states it is a
crime to evade a VCP, but

By Monique Washington

The recent “attempted
robbery” and murder of
Nevis’ businessman
Garfield “Gary” Claxton
has sparked outcries by
political ministers and
some NGOs

Claxton, a Stoney Grove
resident, was gunned
down on Monday after-
noon around 2:30p.m. on
Jessup’s Beach. It is
alleged that other persons
were on the beach wait-
ing for fishermen to
return with their daily
catch when one or more
assailants with a gun
approached from nearby
bushes. The Observer
visited the scene on
Monday and noted police
vehicles, personnel from
the different police sta-
tions on the island, as
Army investigators were
on the site. The Observer
was told by a person who

claimed to be near-
by when the inci-
dent occurred that
they heard three
shots fired.

According to the
official police
report “Initial
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s
revealed that the
victim was shot by
an unknown
assailant or
assailants during an
attempted robbery.
He was pronounced
dead on the scene.”

Claxton, has joined
other Nevis busi-
nessmen robbed
and killed in the
past 18 months.
Huuelo “Pabbie”
Hanley was shot near his
Nevis home during an
alleged robbery in April
2015. Electrician Albert
Myers was found dead in
his Stoney Grove home

in what appeared to have
been a robbery in August
2015. No arrests have
been made in any of
these murders.

Former Prime
Minister and Minister
of National Security
the RT Hon. Dr.
Denzil Douglas on
Wednesday called a
radio program and
emphasized that “Our
youths are bleeding
and dying.”

“Our country, gripped
in a crime crisis is being
ridiculed, and our
tourism economy is hurt-
ing,” Hon. Dr. Denzil
said. “This is due to not
only the negative press

from unfortunate utter-
ances like ‘St. Kitts and
Nevis is the Murder
Capital of the World’
attributed to international
artiste Fifty Cents in a
U.S. Talk Show, but also
from the media coverage
that these double mur-
ders and continuous gun
violence are attracting on
the internet through the
World Wide Web.”

Save SKN, a non-gov-
ernmental organization
issued a press release
commending the police
force for having their
officers trained by
experts, but noted that
crime cannot be fixed
“overnight.”

“We also understand that
this will not solve the
crime problem overnight
or even in the near
future,” the release said.
“In light of the recent
spate of murders, wound-

ing, and shooting inci-
dents, it would seem that
the people of the
Federation have a right to
fear.”

“SAVE SKN, however,
would like to extend the
challenge to the
Opposition, the churches,
NGO’s, and society in
general to eliminate the
societal problems that
lead to young men join-
ing gangs,” the release
continued. “If we can
make each child aware of
his or her worth as a
human being, provide
him or her with respect
and dignity, we will solve
the problem. There are
government programs
designed for this purpose
and many churches, as
well as groups and indi-
viduals who also help.
Families need to love
their children and make
their children aware of
that love.”
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‘St. Kitts
and Nevis
is the
Murder
Capital of
the World’
...50Cents

Continued on page 23

Politicians, NGO’s Irate Over Crime, Recent Murders

Father Fears for His Life, Allegedly Assaulted
by Soldier During Driving Incident

The Late Gary Claxton



By Monique Washington

Five crowns have been
handed out so far to
Culturama 42, one par-
ticipant made history by
receiving his fourth con-
secutive win in his com-
petition. Culturama 42 is
held under the theme
“Celebrating the Old,
Showcasing the New
Culturama 42.”

The Culturama Mr. and
Miss Youth, Mr. Kool,
Ms. Swimwear and
Junior Kaiso has been
named.

On Sunday, youths
opened Culturama 42
with the first sets of com-
petition in the Mr. and
Miss Youth Pageant and
the Junior Kaiso
monarch held at the
Cultural Complex. The
show, which started an
hour-and-a-half late, had
a large crowd of viewers.
Eight schools went head-
to-head in five judged
segments: Fanfare, for
the first time a judged
segment; Promotional
Speech; Sponsors
Creative Wear; Talent;
and Promotional Wear.

At the end of the
evening, Odecia
Edwards and Amadi
Byron Hendrickson of
Nevis Academy emerged
victorious, winning Best
Talent and Best

Promotional speech,
First Runner-up St.
Thomas’ Sidondre
Flemming and Tershean
Wilkinson captured Best
Creative Wear and Best
Promotional Wear cate-

gories; Second Runner-
up was Elizabeth
Pemberton Primary’s
Shade Bridgeman and
T’najae Lawrence; and
Third Runner-up was

Maude Crosse
Preparatory’s Celina
Brown and Hrishikesh
Srinivasan.

Competition for the
Junior Kaiso Monarch
was held the same night
with five participants set
to dethrone three-time
winner 16-year-old King
Mighty Sookie (Shomari
Mitchell), but they fell
short. King Sookie
defended his crown for
the fourth consecutive
year. First Runner-up
was Invincible (Terron
Webbe) and Second
Runner-up Prince Akedo
(Akedo Nisbett).

On Tuesday, the first set
of senior pageants took
place at the Cultural
Complex. Five Miss
Swimwear contestants
and four Mr. Kool partic-
ipants vied for their
crown.

Merv Ann Thompson,
Nicola Clarke, Kyla
Morton, Kimiko Liburd
and Sharieze Belle
walked in a three-judge

segment show for One-
piece Swimwear, Two-
piece Swimwear and
Creative Swimwear. At
the end of the night, Kyla
Morton swept the com-
petition by capturing all
three judged segments,
as well as the most pho-
togenic and the most
popular. First Runner-up
was Merv Ann
Thompson and Second
Runner-up was Nicola
Clarke.

The four men in the Mr.
Kool competition also
strutted on the Cultural
Complex stage in their
competition.

At the end of the night
DeSly Hamilton cap-
tured three out of four
segments, Best Beach
Wear, Best Talent, Best
GQ Wear and captured
the Mr. Kool crown.
Denville Francis placed
First Runner-up, winning
Best Interview.

Monique Jeffers,
Shenroy Joseph also
competed in four judge

segment Beachwear,
Talent, GQ wear and
Interview.

Two more major shows
remain, the Senior Kaiso
Monarch, which will be
held on Friday at the
Cultural Complex at 8
p.m. Seven
Calypsonians (Dis and
Dat, Hollywood, Erwin,
Enforcer, Daddy Nature,
Nutsy and Pupa Wheller)
will seek to dethrone
reigning Kaiso King
Astro.

On Sunday four young
women, Phillichar
Hobson, Clayticia
Daniel, Xarriah Brown,
and Perla Gumbs will vie
for the Miss Culture
Crown.

The Cultural Food Fair
will be held on Saturday
at Pinney’s from 10 a.m.
to 2 a.m. and then on
Monday Jouvert will fol-
lowing the Herbert
Beach Affair and on
Tuesday Culturama ends
with the Cultural Street
Parade.
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Culturama 42 awards five crowns

Kyla Morton DeSly Hamilton

King Sookie

Odecia Edwards and
Amadi Byron Hendrickson



BASSETERRE, ST. KITTS –
The St. Kitts-Nevis-
Anguilla National Bank
Limited recently present-
ed a cheque for
$15,000.00 to the Nevis
Culturama Committee for
the hosting of Culturama
42.

Presenting the cheque on
behalf of the Bank was
CEO, Ms. Dawne
Williams. Ms. Williams
expressed the Bank’s
delight in sponsoring the
42nd Culturama celebra-
tions and highlighted the
importance of celebrating
one’s culture and her-
itage.

Mr. Antonio Liburd,
Executive Director of the
Nevis Culturama
Committee received the
cheque. He expressed
sincere appreciation to
National. “We are indeed
grateful for your generous
and timely contribution
and look forward to our
continued partnership.”

Twenty-four year-old Ms.
Phillichar Hobson, from
the village of Cotton
Ground will represent
National at the upcoming
Miss Culture Queen

Pageant. Ms Hobson is
no stranger to pageantry
having been crowned Ms.
Talented Youth and Miss
Nevis Reformation Party.

In 2015 the Bank’s con-
testant in the Pageant, Ms.
Evania Thibou outshone
her competitors and
emerged Ms. Culture
Queen. This year the
Bank is confident of sim-
ilar results.

National Bank is proud of
its reputation as epitome
of corporate excellence
and looks forward to the
successful staging of
Culturama 42!

C M Y K
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BASSETERRE, KN. -
Dr. Lincoln L. Carty of
Greenlands, Basseterre
graduated with a Post
Graduate Diploma in
Naturopathic Medicine at
the Alternative Medicine
College of Canada.

At AMCC, Dr. Carty
completed certification
programs leading to the
award of the following
titles: Natural Health
Consultant, Natural
Health Educator, Natural
Health Practitioner, and
Naturopath. Having
achieved the title of
Certified Naturopath, Dr.
Carty enrolled in the Post
Graduate program in
Naturopathy from which
he successfully graduat-
ed on June 20, 2016. In

partial fulfillment of the
requirements for the Post
Graduate Diploma in
Naturopathy Dr. Carty
completed a research the-
sis, titled “Reversing
Type II Diabetes: A
Retrospective Study”.
This study provided the
opportunity for Dr. Carty
to identify safe and effec-
tive diabetes reversing
protocols as well as
strategies for preventing
diabetes.

Dr. Carty will make him-
self available to the
Government of St. Kitts
and Nevis and more
specifically the Ministry
of Health to assist in
addressing the risk fac-
tors for diabetes and to
facilitate the develop-

ment of a diabetes rever-
sal and prevention pro-
gramme for St. Kitts and
Nevis.

A 2001 doctoral graduate
of Nova Southeastern
University in Fort
Lauderdale, Florida, in
the field of Adult
Education, Dr. Carty
believes he is well pre-
pared to assist in educat-
ing our adults suffering
from diabetes and other
non-communicable dis-
eases and in so doing
reduce the substantial
economic burden that
these diseases brought on
our Federation.

Dr. Carty takes this
opportunity to express
deep appreciation to

Naturopathic Doctor, Dr.
Marissa Carty and
Massage Therapist, Mr.
Avan Lapsley who both
facilitated his internship
program. He also
extends appreciation to
former Permanent
Secretary, Mr. Andrew
Skerritt and staff of the
Ministry of Health along
with Matron Sonia
Daley-Finley and staff of
the Joseph N. France
General Hospital for
allowing him access to
the data needed for con-
ducting much needed
research for the benefit
of the country. Finally,
he thanks God for the
potential with which He
has been endowed to
inspire others to live full
healthy lives.

By Ria Taitt
Trinidad Express

THE commission of enquiry report into
failed insurance giant CLICO will not
be made public.

Minister in the Office of the Prime
Minister Stuart Young said during the
post-Cabinet news briefing at the
Office of the Prime Minister yesterday
this decision was based on advice from
the Director of Public Prosecutions.

When Sir Anthony Colman’s report
was sent to the Prime Minister, the
Prime Minister and the Cabinet for-
warded it to the DPP.

Young said the DPP responded to the
Prime Minister this week and indicated
that there is an ongoing investigation
under his office into CLICO.

“And as a result of the continuation of
that investigation, which had com-
menced in 2012, he has advised the
Prime Minister and the Cabinet that the
Colman report should not be made pub-
lic,” Young said.

In a statement to Parliament on July 1,
Prime Minister Dr Keith Rowley said
the Cabinet decided that the “sealed
electronic copy” of the report of the
commission of enquiry be sent to the
Director of Public Prosecutions for his
“consideration and comments or advice
on the time on which this document
should be made public in its entirety or
partially”.

Criminal conduct

The Prime Minister also stated the
report contained “a number of adverse
findings of criminal conduct of a klep-
tocratic nature” and that recommenda-
tions had been made in the report which
the DPP was required to consider.

The legal bill associated with the com-

mission was $80 million.

“Having perused the
report myself, I can
advise the population
that it contains very seri-
ous allegations of crimi-
nal misconduct on the
part of a handful of priv-
ileged individuals who
were associated with the
CLICO/CLF Group of
companies,” the Prime
Minister stated.

“This country should
rest comfortably in the
knowledge that the
Government of Trinidad
and Tobago, which I
have the honour and
responsibility to lead
will do nothing to
impede the flow of jus-
tice in this or any other
matter and will do every-
thing within its duty and
authority to facilitate the
holding to account any
and all persons who may
have been found to have
questions to answer.
Like every other citizen
it is our expectation that
as rights to fair treatment
are protected, justice
must also take its course,
swiftly, under the probing of the long
arm of the law,” the Prime Minister
stated.

In 2012 DPPRoger Gaspard had sought
to have the commission suspended or to
change the manner in which it was con-
ducted (ie, publicly).

Gaspard had first written to then attor-
ney general Anand Ramlogan asking
him to advise then-president George
Maxwell Richards to suspend the
Commission.

Ramlogan refused the request.

The DPP, through his attorney British
QC Edward Jenkins then made an
application to the Commission for it to
be suspended or to change the way it
was being conducted.

The DPP stated that if the commission
continued it was likely to delay any
prosecution and jeopardise the political
investigation.

The DPP was concerned that the pub-
licity could stop a credible prosecution.

Young also disclosed that the Cabinet
will hold a special session to consider
the task force report on the Government
Assisted Tuition Expenses (GATE)
programme.

He stressed that no decision had been
taken to date and that Government was
mindful of how many lives were affect-
ed by GATE.

He said as a “caring” Government, the
Cabinet would be considering very
carefully what decisions are made with
respect to his programme.

C M Y K
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Kittitian Scholar and Educator Reaches
another Educational Milestone

CLICO CoE Report Will Not Be Made Public
Dr. Lincoln L. Carty

Health and Wellness Consultant
Le Maris Natural Health Consulting
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CARIBBEAN360

RIO DE JANEIRO,
Brazil, – Brazilian scien-
tists have found the Zika
virus in the Culex quin-
quefasciatus mosquito,
which is far more com-
mon and widespread than
the species previously
identified as the vector
for the virus.

The findings of research
by the South American
country’s top public
health institute, the
Oswaldo Cruz
Foundation (Fiocruz),
suggest that Brazil may
need to change its Zika
response strategy, and
comes as a blow to a
nation in the grip of an
outbreak less than two
weeks before tens of
thousands of visitors
arrive for the Olympics.

The virus was discovered
in Culex quinquefascia-
tus in the north-eastern
city of Recife, regarded
as “ground zero” for the
rash of microcephaly
cases caused by the
virus.

Culex is 20 times more
common there than
Aedes aegypti, which
until now has been iden-
tified as the main vector,
moreover.

Constancia Ayres, the
entomologist who con-
ducted the research and
who insisted that it was
risky to focus exclusively
on Aedes aegypti as the
country struggled to
respond to the Zika out-
break, described the
development as “very
bad news for Brazil.”

“We have a national pro-
gramme for controlling
Aedes, but we have noth-
ing for Culex. So if
Culex is an important
vector then we have to
start from zero.”

Responding to the
announcement, Brazil’s
Ministry of Health said
that it remains convinced
that Aedes aegypti is the
most important vector.

A ministry spokesperson
added that ultimately the
findings change nothing
because the public-health
response is the same
regardless of the mosqui-
to species.

Dr. Ayres and other ento-
mologists strongly dis-
agree, however. Culex
quinquefasciatus has
some significantly differ-

ent behaviours than
Aedes aegypti, and those
habits necessitate very
different response strate-
gies, she said.

For a start, Aegypti bites
during the day, while
Culex quinquefasciatus
is nocturnal, making bed
nets, which few
Brazilians currently use,
the best form of protec-
tion.

Aegypti, furthermore,
breeds in clean water,
while Culex favours pol-
luted water, like the
sewage canals that snake
through Recife.

“The only explanation
for how fast Zika is
going through Latin
America is that it’s trans-
mitted by more than
Aegypti – and that means
you do a different
response, and you sam-
ple for mosquitoes differ-

ently,” Fiona Hunter, a
professor of entomology
at Brock University who
is working on Zika trans-
mission in the Caribbean,

told the Globe and Mail.

Doubts were also
expressed back in March,
when several Brazilian
and international ento-
mologists expressed pub-
lic concern over Brazil’s
Zika response plan and
its focus onAedes aegyp-
ti, saying it was danger-
ous to be focusing all
resources on that vector
without more evidence,
especially given that this
strain of Zika was behav-
ing in markedly different
ways from what had been
seen before elsewhere.

At that time, the Ministry
of Health said the
Brazilian response was
based on recommenda-
tions from the World

Health Organization
(WHO).

In turn, the WHO said
that it was relying on
“current epidemiological
evidence” even though
Zika was not found in an
Aedes aegypti mosquito
there until May.

Now, in what could turn

out to be a futile move,
the Ministry of Health is
investing in testing
genetically modified
mosquitoes as a Zika-
control strategy – but the
species modified is
Aedes aegypti.

Dr. Ayres said that more
research is necessary to
establish which of the

two species is the prima-
ry vector in Brazil in
order to answer questions
such as whether one
focuses more on humans
than on animals, which
species bites more often,
which transmits more
virus in a bite and which
lives longer.

Dr. Ayres’s research has
implications far beyond
Brazil: Culex quinque-
fasciatus, which is
known to carry West Nile
virus, has a far wider
range than Aedes aegyp-
ti, which is found only in
tropical and subtropical
regions.

Meanwhile, Brazil’s
Ministry of Health
reports 1,709 cases of
confirmed congenital
Zika, with 102 deaths
and stillbirths caused by
the virus. More than
3,000 other cases are still
under investigation.

In a welcome lull, rates
of new Zika infection
have fallen with the onset
of the Brazilian winter
and less of the warm,
damp weather that boosts
mosquito breeding.

The Culex Quinquefasciatus Mosquito is 20 times more common in the North-Eastern City of Recife in
Brazil than Aedes Aegypti in the bottom picture.

Aedes Aegypti Not The Only Mosquito Spreading Zika



REGIONAL NEWS

By: Denis Chabrol

Hundreds of passengers
travelling from
Supenaam and
Wakenaam to Parika
were Thursday morning
stranded after the ferry
vessel, MV Makouria,
ran aground.

Among the vehicles
aboard is an ambulance
with a patient who was
injured in a motorcycle
accident.

Sources said the vessel
encountered difficulties
at a place named Sting
Ray due to very low tide
coupled with numerous
vehicles.

The MV Makouria ran
aground shortly after 6
AM. Based on predic-
tions the vessel could be
there for more than an
hour until the tide rises
and there is sufficient
water to lift it off the
area.

Sources said that
although the captain
might have been aware
of the very low tide com-

bined with the laden
weight of the vessel as a
result of the numerous
vehicles, he might have
decided to continue the
journey due to the pres-
ence of the ambulance
with a patient aboard.

This incident occurred
days after the MV
Sabanto was badly dam-
aged after it slammed
into the Supenaam
Stelling and was taken
out of operation.

By ESPN

ESPN – Former Detroit
Lions running back
Jahvid Best is set to
become the first former
NFL player to participate
in the summer Olympic
Games after being
approved to represent St.
Lucia in track and field
next month in Rio.

Best will run in the 100
meters for St. Lucia, a
Caribbean island with an
estimated population of
just over 163,000. Best
was born in Vallejo,
California, but his father

holds dual citizenship in
St. Lucia and the United
States.

“This is a huge accom-
plishment for me, but at
the same time this is just
the beginning,” Best told
NBC Sports. “I have
only been in this sport for
two years professionally,
and plan on being around
for a long time.”

According to
NBCSports.com, Best
will become the first for-
mer NFL player to com-
pete in the Summer
Games.

Marquise Goodwin com-
peted for the U.S. in the
2012 Olympic long
jump, but that was before
he started his career as a
wide receiver for the
Buffalo Bills. Goodwin
didn’t qualify for the
Olympic squad for Rio.

He joins Jeanelle
Scheper (high jump),
Levern Spencer (high
jump) and Stephanie
Devaux-Lovella (sailing)
on the short list of ath-
letes for St. Lucia, which
has never won an
Olympic medal.
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The ambulance, with an injured person,
among several other vehicles aboard the

grounded MV Makouria

Hundreds Stranded Aboard
Grounded Essequibo Ferry Vessel

Former NFL Player will
Compete in Rio Olympics

for St. Lucia

Former NFL RB Jahvid Best named to Saint Lucia Olympic team.
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By Andre Lowe

Sprinting star Asafa
Powell had a hiccup as
he arrived at the Tom
Jobim International
Airport in Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil this morning.

Powell, was barred from
entering the country by
immigration officials
because he did not have
his Olympic credentials,
which also serves as the
necessary visa documen-
tation for athletes, media
and officials traveling for

the Olympic Games.

The former world record
holder over 100m told
the Brazilian immigra-
tion personnel that
Jamaica’s team manager
for athletics, Ludlow
Watts, who was waiting
outside the airport, had
his accreditation.

According to Brazilian
news outlet Globo
Esporte, the Federal
Police after much delib-
eration then asked sever-
al Olympic volunteers at

the airport if they in fact
recognised Powell as a
Jamaican sprinter.

After a meeting between
the Federal Police and
the on site accreditation
office, a duplicate pass
was created for the
sprinter.

Powell confirmed the
hold up, but shared that
he was doing fine and
had since joined his
teammates in camp.

“Yes, I had a little hiccup

on entry, but the immi-
gration personnel in
Brazil were very helpful
and professional. I am
now at training camp and
I am ready to get going
so that we can fly the
Jamaican flag high at the
Rio Games,” Powell
said.

Powell is set to compete
in the 4x100m relay as
the Jamaicans look to
again defend the title
they won at the Beijing
2008 and London 2012
Games.

By Jamaica Star

JAMAICA STAR
– Sophia Afflick once
lived in a chicken coop
in St. Thomas with her
children. She had moved
from her house in
Commodore, Portland
after she was diagnosed
with hyperthyroidism in
2010.

“I fell in a serious case
of depression. I wanted
to lay down everyday
and I felt like commit-
ting suicide and I never
wanted to be around my
children. I was diag-
nosed with hyperthy-
roidism at Princess
Margaret Hospital in St
Thomas, and my sister
was living in that parish,
so I decided that it was
best to move there for
treatment,” Afflick said.

Having journeyed to St
Thomas to stay in a two-
bedroom house with one
of her sisters, Afflick
said she became very
uncomfortable.

“Sometimes, I sleep on
di sofa so that mi two
daughters could share a
bed with my sister’s
children. It was really
stressing for us. We
needed our own space,”
she further stated.

After a while, Afflick
said she and her sister
started experiencing
conflicts, so she left.

“There was an aban-
doned fowl coop in the
yard and things became
so desperate that I decid-
ed to fix it up as best as I
could and live in it. We
neva have no furniture.

All I had was two bas-
kets with clothes fi me
and di children with one
small table and a sec-

ond-hand mattress.
That’s all we had, but we
felt safe and we had
more peace of mind,”
Afflick said.

But the nightmare and
horror of being near-
homeless ended when
Jamaican sprinter Yohan
Blake teamed up with
charitable organisation
Food For The Poor
(FFP) and provided her
with a new two-bedroom
house in August 2015.

“Where I was, I didn’t
know that things would
turn around for me.
Maybe I would have
died, but I am a survivor
today because of Yohan

Blake and Food For The
Poor,” she said.

Prior to Blake and FFP’s

intervention, Afflick was
near destitute and
prayed for a Samaritan
to rescue her.

“When mi get the keys
in my hand, it was like
mi just wake up out of a
nightmare. Mi couldn’t
stop crying. Then mi 16-
year-old daughter come
back home to live wid
us. I was so happy. In
fact, mi even start feel
much better with my
health. It’s almost like
mi forget that I had the
health problems.”

Blake and FFP have
teamed up once more
with the sprinter pledg-
ing to again donate

towards the building of a
house for a needy
Jamaican. Blake will
donate US$3,200

(J$393,000) towards the
buiding of a two-bed-
room house, and FFP
will be putting up a sim-
ilar amount.

“I want to help people to
live better and we’ll
have more fulfilling
lives in our society.
Having a house to call
your home provides a
sense of pride and digni-
ty,” Blake said recently.
“I promise that as long
as I am able to help
another person, I will.
God has been good to
me, and He has blessed
me beyond measure.”

FFP Jamaica will be
using the funds from its

5K Run/Walk in
Kingston, to provide
housing for needy fami-
lies.

REGIONAL NEWS
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Jamaican Sprinting star Asafa Powell

Asafa stopped at Rio airport

Jamaica‘s Yohan Blake moves woman from chicken coop

Sophia Afflick (centre) stands in front of a house provided by Jamaican sprinter
Yohan Blake and Food For The Poor. She is aaccompanied by one of her daugh-

ters (right) and two neighbours.



B R I D G E T O W N ,
Barbados (CMC) —
Scientists have discov-
ered a new species of the
vibrantly coloured scor-
pionfish in the Caribbean
Sea.

The bright orange-red
fish was found at depths
of 95 to 160 metres (310
to 525 feet), in waters
close to Curaçao.

The fish, that is the deep-
est-living member of its
genus in the western
Atlantic Ocean, was dis-
covered using a manned
submersible – the
Curasub, operated by the
Smithsonian Institute’s
Deep Reef Observation
Project (DROP).

According to a new study
published in ZooKeys,
conventional scuba
divers cannot go beyond
depths of 30 to 50 metres
below the water surface,
but Curasub can go up to
300 meters, and is used
by marine scientists to
study the lesser-known
tropical marine fish and
invertebrates occurring at

those depths.

“The 50-300 metre tropi-
cal ocean zone is poorly
studied – too deep for
conventional scuba and

too shallow to be of
much interest to really
deep-diving sub-
mersibles,” said Carole C
Baldwin, lead scientist of
DROP.

“The Curasub is provid-
ing scientists with the
technology needed to
remedy this gap in our
knowledge of Caribbean
reef biodiversity.”

The scientists have
named the newly discov-
ered scorpionfish
Scorpaenodes barry-
browni in honour of free-
lance photographer Barry

Brown, who “has
patiently, diligently, and
expertly taken pho-
tographs of hundreds of
fishes and invertebrates
captured alive by DROP
Investigators,” the
authors write. “He has
generously shared his
photographs, and they
have enhanced numerous
scientific and educational
publications.”

The fish’s common name
is Stellate Scorpionfish,
which the authors say is
in reference to the star-
shaped yellowish spots
on the fish’s pectoral fin
and radiating pigment
markings highlighting its
eyes.

So far, the Carasub has
discovered a number of
new species. “Stay tuned
for more new discover-
ies,” Baldwin said in the
statement.

“We have only scratched
the surface of our under-
standing of the biodiver-
sity of tropical deep
reefs.”
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stays or he goes. That is not my deci-
sion to make! I allow the Board to
function and this is a decision the
Board has made.”

In an interview with Dr. Daly on
Tuesday (July 26), the former CFBC
President refuted all the statements and
allegations that the Minister of
Education made. He also told The
Observer that he had expected his dis-
missal letter because of politics.

“I knew this was coming because of the
change in government and I figured
that my days were numbered. Because
I appeared onstage with Dr. Douglas in
2014 at a town hall meeting at Jessup’s
Community Centre, speaking only
about the role of CFBC in developing
the young minds. All I did was present
CFBC’s vision. When I returned to the
campus on the following Monday, one
of my senior staff said to me: ‘You bet-
ter pray that Labour wins the election
because these guys see you as being
partisan and they are going to come
after you for appearing on the stage
with Prime Minister Douglas.’ That is
exactly what happened and the
Minister is now crying foul and saying
it was not political. It is all political!”

Addressing the issue of monies owing
to Social Security, the St. Kitts
Electricity Company Limited and the
Caribbean Examination Council, Dr.
Daly said Minister Richards failed to
inform the public that those debts were
incurred before his tenure at CFBC.

“The Minister said that the College was
in arrears to CXC, SKELEC and Social
Security, but what he neglected to tell
the public is that those situations pre-
dated my entry into CFBC. The gene-
sis of those issues started before my
tenure began at CFBC.

“The second point which he neglected
to say, which I had repeated time and
time again, is that there are persons
employed by CFBC with oversight for
those matters. I can only act on those
matters and bring them before the
Board or any other body if I am being
made aware of them.”

He stressed that if he was told of them
and did nothing, “I could understand
the position of the Minister. But when
I got wind of any deficit, the first thing
I instructed was that we needed to
negotiate with the persons we owe, not
only the big ones but the small vendors
as well, a payment schedule to get these

things rectified. That is what was done
to bring up to speed any arrear situation
we might have had”, adding that when
he left the College they had pretty
much erased the debt to Social
Security.

The educator offered an explanation to
what he meant by delegation of author-
ity.

“In relation to what I said earlier about
persons being responsible, HR are the
ones who pay salaries, I don’t pay
salaries. If HR is getting subvention to
pay salaries and Social Security and
there are insufficient funds to both,
then, of course, the President’s Office
should have been notified. But that
never occurred.”

Dr. Daly claimed that in addition to
learning of the arrears to Social
Security from staff at the learning insti-
tution but not seeing letters of appraisal
coming from that body, “I saw Mr.
Bailey and he told me that he has been
sending letters to CFBC concerning
arrears and I told him to send the corre-
spondence directly to me and I will deal
with it. I subsequently saw him some-
time after and he informed me that he
was getting the payments. But these
were huge arrears and so it would take
some time to payout because our sub-
vention is very weak”.

He pointed out that his tenure as
President of CFBC began in August
2013 and he was there for less than a
year when all of those issues started
coming to light.

“But what did we do when we learned
of these problems?” Dr. Daly asked,
and in answering that question, he said:
“We negotiated with SKELEC to have
instalment plans; we negotiated with
CXC to bring up the past arrears and
make sure whatever money was cur-
rently collected went all to CXC. What
should have occurred in the case of
CXC is that a directed account should
have been put in place for all funds col-
lected for CXC to go directly into that
account rather than to the consolidated
fund here at CFBC. That never
occurred, so they could not separate
which fund belongs to whom.”

He claimed that staffing was a problem
and only one individual had the respon-
sibility for the collection and disburse-
ment of monies for the College.

“There was an understaffing situation
at the College when it came to financial
separation duties, where there was one

person, and one person only, who was
responsible for collecting and paying
out. You cannot have that! I remember
the person who was in charge of that
was crying out for help to get assistance
in the office in order to get these poli-
cies done.”

Dr. Daly however noted that that was
later rectified.

“Eventually, we got a VP for Finance
and that was when reconciliation and
cash statements started making sense,
because we then had the manpower in
getting it done. So those issues about
arrears, there is no smoking gun there.
We recognised the issues, we were
solving the issues and we moved on
from those issues.”

Speaking to the Education Minister’s
allegation of missing monies, Dr. Daly
stressed that the request for an audit
was made by his office.

“With the missing cash issue, that was
the most problematic one. When I
came into the College in 2013 there
was no VP for Finance and the one per-
son who was there had to do years of
reconciliation. If you have access to
inter-office memos and other forms of
written communication, you will see
that it was my signature that invited the
audit by the Government Audit
Department. And this was done not
because we suspected something was
wrong, but we were preparing our-
selves for accreditation and those
things must be in place. You must have
audited account so that when the
accreditation auditors would have
come they can review that we are trans-
parent and that we had governance
structures in place and we knew what
we were doing with policies, et cetera.

“At the same time, our new VP for
Finance also started doing reconcilia-
tion and she picked up a trend with
deposits where the cashier who was
responsible for the deposits was writing
out deposit slips and entering data onto
the system. So we were looking at
numbers believing that money was
indeed going into the bank account.
But it is only when one does reconcili-
ation and gets back statements from the
bank, it is only then one will know
what transpired because having a
deposit book doesn’t prove anything.”

He claimed that on completion of the
VP’s reconciliation and that of the
audit, both of them concluded that
deposit slips were being made up but
the monies were not deposited in

CFBC’s account in the amount that
they should have been.

Dr. Daly said he did not have the man-
power to investigate everything, know-
ing that there are five divisions at the
college with over 1,400 students at any
given time.

He also said that when the issues came
to light they were reported immediately
to the Board of Directors, but “the
underlying tenor here is that the new
Minister and the new Board came in
with a set of assumptions that people
were abusing the system, they were
being paid too much, allowances were
given when not warranted and all sorts
of things were being said. So they
came in with a position already formu-
lated that there is some untoward and it
had to be something bad”.

In relation to Minister Richards’ infer-
ence that CFBC is cash strapped, the
former President implied that much
could have been saved if monies were
not being paid to provide flight and
boarding arrangements for the
Chairman of the Board who resides in
St. Thomas.

He also pointed to the amount of
money that has to be disbursed on a
monthly basis for Board meetings that
is taken from students’ fees.

“Members of the Board are in receipt of
fees for Board meetings and this Board
has been split into a number of commit-
tees for which they receive another
payment, which is equal to that of the
original Board fee. So if they have two
meetings per month, in terms of the
Board’s Chairman, that will be $4,000
whether he is here or not. The Vice
Chair gets $1,500 plus another $1,500
as head of the Auditing Compliance
Committee while all other members
including myself would have gotten
$1,000 twice a month. These Board
fees are not paid from our subvention
from the Government, these fees are
paid from students’ fees.”

Asked in what position has the allega-
tions left him, Dr. Daly said it has cre-
ated a gloom in his professional life.

“I am in a very difficult position
because when the Minister gets up and
broadcast to the world, in public forum,
all of these matters have created a dark
cloud over my head. Where am I to go
professionally now in the region that
has been informed of this matter?
Where am I to go? He did his best to
destroy my life.”
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Dr. Daly refutes Deputy PM‘s allegations of mismanaging CFBC funds
From page 3

Advisor y from The St. Kit ts-Nevis Observer
BEWARE OF THE SCAMMERS!

Beware of correspondence which pur ports to make you rich overn ight. DO NOT give out ANY
infor mation concerning your credit card , bank accoun t, phon e number or even your addres s.



CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS

CM Y K

CLASSIFIED NEWS The St. Kitts -Nevis Observer. Friday July 29, 2016 Page 23

Vacancy exist at Reliable Motor.
Person must be bilingual. Interest
persons should contact 662-8689
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was unsuccessful. One offi-
cer noted that whether it is
against the law or not, evad-
ing a VCP is suspicious.

Sutton noted that if Liburd
was assaulted by the soldier

he should have reported it to
the police.

“The soldier operated with
the police, a report should
have been made with the
police,” Sutton said. “He

said he was going to his
lawyer, I don’t have any-
thing to do with that, he can
do whatever he wants.”

Sutton informed The
Observer that a solider will

not assult anyone if the per-
son complies with the orders
that are given.

“If you give us trouble, we
will man-handle you,”
Sutton explained. “If you

assault one of them then you
are going to get it.”

Sutton told The Observer
the soldier involved in the
incident has not been ques-
tioned about the event.

“I am battling to think of
reasons why the soldier,
would trespass on my per-
son and property in this way
and put my child’s and my
life in danger,” Liburd con-
cluded.

Father Fears for His Life, Allegedly Assaulted by Soldier During Driving IncidentFrom page 11

1 fully furnished 1 bedroom apart-
ment for rent in Basseterre. For
more info contact 665 -7709

CLASSIFIED AD SPACE FOR
RENT CALL 469-5907

1 Store keeper wanted at Creation
Boutique. Must be bilingual and have
3 years experience. Call 664-3790

1 Store keeper wanted at Creation
Boutique. Must be bilingual and have
3 years experience. Call 664-3790

HAPPY 9TH
BIRTHDAY Mic‘Que

BOOK YOUR SPACE NOW AND
ADVERTISING YOUR BUSINESS
CARDS IN THE OBSERVER

CLASSIFIEDS CALL 469-5907

Caribbean Beach & Swim Wear Ltd., is looking
to hire an experienced sales manager for a

retail store in Port Zante. Interested and
qualified candidates may apply with their

resume to PO box 689, St Kitts.

prosperous Nation without it being a safe Nation.”

“The citizens and residents of St. Kitts and Nevis are
being held hostage by the criminal elements within
our society. Criminals have violated the sanctity of
our homes and businesses, and safety and security are
being eroded.”

Last year the Royal St. Christopher and Nevis Police
Force launched their ‘six point plan’ in combating
crime.

1. Crime prevention; 2. Intelligence-led policing; 3.
Targeted operations; 4. Collaboration with other
agencies; 5. Engagement of stakeholders; and 6.
Improvement in administration.

Prime Minister and Minister of National Security
Hon. Timothy Harris, was quoted saying the plan
“represents an action to reduce homicides in the
Federation.”

In 2011, the Federation recorded 35 deaths, it’s
largest number of homicides; in 2012 there were 18,
2013 had 21; 2014 had 24; 2015 had 30; and seven
months into 2016 there have been 22.

Gun-Related Crimes Continue to Plague Twin Islands, Chilling Statistics Released
From page 6
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By Staff Writer

The controversy over the
Federation’s football
team being placed in the
same group as regional
powerhouse Trinidad and
Tobago for the next
round of the CFU
Caribbean Cup has
ended, says General
Secretary of the SKNFA
Stanley Jacobs.

St. Kitts and Nevis
Football Assn. had writ-
ten to the Caribbean
Football Union protest-
ing the results of the
draw for the next round
of matches when the
results left them playing
a tougher group despite

topping the previous
round of matches.
Anthony Johnson,
SKNFA President used a
June press conference to
criticize the CFU move,
noting the body had
blundered in their draw-
ing since they had sent
out an earlier draw which
would have placed the
Federation team in a dif-
ferent match.

He said, ‘A media state-
ment was put out before
the completion of the
second round subsequent
to the completion of the
second round very erro-
neously as far as we are
concerned placing them
in Group 4 based on the
drawing that took place
in Antigua prior to the
start of the tournament.
We are very sure and cer-
tain that we should be in
group two.”

Atiba Harris, captain of
the local team, took to
the social media to
express his anger at the
move pitting St. Kitts
and Nevis against
Trinidad and Tobago.
Speaking with The
Observer, General

Secretary Stanley Jacobs
said the issue was
resolved and the revised
fixtures were released.

Mr. Jacobs said the
changes were made sub-
sequent to the local body
writing to the authority
responsible for the foot-
ball in the region.

Checks of the grops
show that the Sugar Boyz
are now grouped with
Haiti and French Guiana
with matches kicking off
on Oct. 5 when Haiti
takes on French Guana in
the French overseas terri-
tory before Warner Park
plays host to the clash
between French Guana
and the home team.
Jaobs told this newspaper
the changes were made
before the local body
wrote to the authority
responsible for football
in the region.

The Sugar Boyz would
then travel to Haiti to
play the Haitians.
Johnson added that the
main goal of the Sugar
Boyz would be to qualify
for the 2018 CONCA-
CAF Gold Cup.
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SKNFA / CFU Grouping Controversy Resolved

General Secretary of the SKNFA Stanley Jacobs


