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By Kenneth Williams
Editor In Chief/Publisher

When you have spent
your life serving the peo-
ple and are looking for a
successor, that is when
the thinking gets serious.
Vance Amory finds him-
self in this position. Mr.
Amory, Premier of Nevis
and area representative
for St. Georges
Gingerland, started things
off by meeting with his
constituency group.

He told them he was
thinking about his suc-
cessor and that, when the
time came, the individual
he would endorse would
be Stedman Tross.Amory
considers him loyal as
well as honourable and a
good servant of the peo-
ple. These are qualities
Amory has always held
in high esteem.

Word got out about the
Gingerland meeting. It
was disclosed that Amory
told his group he was
ending his role in politics
and turning those respon-
sibilities over to someone
else.

The Observer
immediately con-
tacted two people
who attended the
Gingerland meet-
ing. Both of them
told this newspaper
separately that the
Premier did talk
about succession in
the meeting.
However, they
understood that the
reason for mention-
ing succession was
that Amory wished
to get out of the way
to let the right per-
son succeed him
when the proper time
comes. Both sources said
Amory did not indicate
when he would retire.

There are at least five
people who have indicat-
ed interest in contesting
the Gingerland seat when
Amory leaves. That is a
good indication why the
Premier made his early
statement on who he
would support.

There are few political
leaders in the Federation
who enjoy such a foun-
tain of goodwill among

Nevisians and Kittitians
at home and abroad than
Vance Amory. Many of
the faithful who felt
Amory should step aside
and hand over the mantle
to someone else are now
muttering that Mr.
Brantley is not ready yet.

In fact, past CCM execu-
tive members are show-
ing up at meetings simply
to discourage Amory
from announcing that he
is retiring. One past CCM
heavyweight even told
The Observer, ‘Where
greed, selfishness,

pompousness and
show-off reign, it
is folly not to
remain with a
l e v e l - h e a d e d ,
humble and hon-
est Vance
Amory.”

With all this duly
considered, this
newspaper finds
several reasons
why we agree that
Amory should
stay on for at least
one more term.

It was under Amory’s
leadership that the New
Castle Airport was
expanded to accommo-
date Liat Dash 8 and
American Eagle ATRS as
well as private small jets.
The Premier is deter-
mined to further expand
the runway and terminal
building in order to
accommodate Boeing
737 and other large jets in
that class. Nevis caters to
high end tourists who
prefer to fly directly into
Nevis from major inter-

national cities andAmory
is working hard to
accomplish this.

The government of
Kuwait provided funds to
upgrade the New Castle
Airport. It was Amory
who secured that funding,
not a small accomplish-
ment. The Kuwaitis pro-
vide funding at very con-
cessional rates and
Amory was able to secure
all the monies needed
from Kuwait. There was
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For 75% of Americans,
bosses are a major
cause of stress at work.

A Linkedin article pub-
lished by Quartz maga-
zine reveals that a bad
boss can be as harmful to
employees as passive
smoking. The article
also says that the
longer you stay in a
job working for
someone who stress-
es you, the greater
the damage is to your
physical and mental
health.

According to Quartz,
data from the
A m e r i c a n
P s y c h o l o g y
Association shows
that 75% of
American workers
believe their bosses
are a major cause of
stress at work.
However, 59% of
them would not
leave the job.

Statistics show that
employees get used to
their jobs despite the fact
that they are unhappy.
This further complicates
their process of resigna-
tion as they are no longer
motivated to search for a
healthier working envi-
ronment which could
improve their situation.

Worse than cigarettes

Researchers at the
Harvard Business School
and Stanford University
in the United States gath-
ered data from over 200

studies and found that
stress at work can be as
harmful to the health as
the exposure to a consid-
erable amount of smoke
from other people’s ciga-
rettes just like passive
smoking.

The main reason for
stress at work for most
employees is the risk of
losing their jobs. As a
consequence, chances
are that these employees
are 50% more prone to
health problems than
their colleagues.
Employees in a demand-
ing job are expected to
deliver more than they
can give and this increas-
es their chances of acute
health problems by 35%.

Survival

In some cases, the prob-
lems with the bosses are
merely a matter of affini-

ty. However, there are
many bosses like
Miranda Priestly (from
“The Devil Wears
Prada”) in real life.

But how do you recog-
nize whether you belong

to the first category
or the second?

Bad bosses are over-
ly aggressive, narcis-
sistic and even vio-
lent sometimes.
They often say
phrases like “We’ve
always done it like”,
“You can count your-
self lucky to even
have a job” and
“This place is a mess
when I’m not
around.”

Given the present
market conditions, it
is not an easy deci-
sion to quit one’s job
and start over entire-
ly. This soon
becomes a habit and

the level of motivation
sinks. Here are some
simple strategies that can
help you survive
moments of professional
crises:

1. Make a list of the
day’s goals and strike the
items off as you com-
plete them. This feeling
of having done some-
thing can help you move
on.

2. Turn off your email
and work phone over the
weekend. This can help
recharge your personal
battery for a short while.

Two articles came into the public domain last week that caught our
attention. One was a reiteration by the Attorney General of a
promise that electoral reform is imminent, and the other was a pre-
sentation by Charles Wilkin QC which set out some recommend-
ed changes which only require political will rather than constitu-
tional reform. Following quickly on these two media events was
the release of the revised Annual Register of Voters, 2016 by the
Electoral Office.

We want to believe that this time, the government means it, but we
cannot be sure yet. This reform exercise started in 2005/2006 but
has not yet been finalised. The then ERCC canvassed the views
of persons at home and abroad on what they wanted to see in a
reformed electoral system. Their views, all of them, were docu-
mented and submitted to the authorities for consideration. The
Supervisor of Elections recently reminded us about some of these
recommendations in his television series; as too did Charles
Wilkin QC, in a book that he launched last year. The
Commonwealth Foundation helped initiate and fund that initial
exercise.

We are still waitingfor meaningful change. All that has happened
in the intervening years is that the then incumbents found inge-
nious ways of subverting the will of the people, but when the peo-
ple found out, incumbents in both St. Kitts and in Nevis were pun-
ished by losses at the polls. Clearly, the people are not to be tri-
fled with.

Yet it appears that Team Unity is doing exactly that: trifling. To be
fair, we have seen the repeal of the early voting act and we wait
to study the revised voters list to see in what ways it has been
cleaned up. We also await the forensic report on the malpractices
that allegedly occurred leading up to the 2015 elections. Ideally,
it would have been great if Unity insisted on a fresh start, but that
would have been a costly exercise to conduct. So we are left with
the clean-up option.

Another interesting facet for us, too, is the call by Wilkin QC for
elections of persons to offices such as House Speakers, and for
referenda on critical issues such as whether we should have the
CCJ replace the Privy Council. We posit that such referenda and
elections would be more acceptable when full confidence is
restored in the electoral system. We trust that this is what Team
Unity is doing.

It is clear that what is required now is heroism and not nero-ism.
It is time to stop fiddling and just do it. We have it within us.

Editorial
A Promise yet unfulfilled
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“Bad bosses...
...often say phras-
es like “We’ve
always done it
like”, “You can
count yourself
lucky to even
have a job” and
“This place is a
mess when I’m
not around.”



By Staff Writer

The current status of St.
Kitts and Nevis’ econo-
my and strategic priori-
ties of the Team Unity
administration were dis-
cussed this week by
Prime Minister Dr. the
Honourable Timothy
Harris during
International Monetary
Fund (IMF) and World
Bank meetings in
Washington, DC. In his
capacity as Minister of
Finance for St. Kitts and
Nevis, Dr. Harris attend-
ed meetings of both orga-
nizations.

World Bank authorities,
headed by Ms. Sophie
Sirtaine, Country
Director for the
Caribbean Country
Management Unit, con-
gratulated Dr. Harris for
the sound macroeconom-
ic performance of St.
Kitts and Nevis. They
also confirmed that the
World Bank stands ready
to support St. Kitts and
Nevis in the important
long-term development
priorities highlighted by

the Prime Minister, like
the strengthening of the
banking sector’s strategy
to deal with de-risking,
improving the delivery of
social services like edu-
cation and health care,
and building adequate
resilience mechanisms
against climate-driven
disasters.

Earlier in the day, Dr.
Harris met with high-
level World Bank author-
ities. The St. Kitts and
Nevis delegation was
also comprised Her
Excellency Dr. Thelma
P h i l l i p - B r o w n e ,
Ambassador to the
United States of
America, and His
Excellency Dr. Everson
Hull, Ambassador and
P e r m a n e n t
Representative to the
Organization of
American States.

The International
Monetary Fund and the
World Bank Group
(known as the “Bretton
Woods institutions”
because they were
formed at a meeting of

43 countries in Bretton
Woods, NH in July 1944)
are central players in the
world’s financial archi-
tecture. Their focus is on
reducing poverty, as well
as promoting global eco-
nomic and financial sta-
bility.

On Oct. 5, Dr. Harris was
a special guest at a
Constituency Reception
for visiting National
Delegations, under the
auspices of James A.
Haley, Alister Smith, and
the offices of the
Executive Director for
Canada, Ireland, and the
Caribbean at the IMF and
World Bank Group. The
event was attended by
Canada’s Minister of
Finance, the Honourable
William Francis
Morneau, who represents
Canada on the Board of
Governors of both the
IMF and the World Bank
Group.

Canada’s Constituency at
the IMF and the World
Bank Group includes, in
addition to Canada,
Antigua and Barbuda,

the Bahamas, Barbados,
Belize, Dominica,
Grenada, Guyana (World
Bank Group only),
Ireland, Jamaica, St.
Kitts and Nevis, St.
Lucia, and St. Vincent
and the Grenadines.

Governors, such as
Canada’s Minister of
Finance, delegate day-to-
day decisions to an exec-
utive director at both
institutions. James A.
Haley serves as
Executive Director for
the Constituency at the
International Monetary
Fund and Alister Smith
serves as Executive
Director for the
Constituency at the
World Bank Group.

During annual and spring
meetings of the IMF and
the World Bank Group,
Canada’s Finance
Minister tables written
statements for the
International Monetary
and Financial Committee
(IMFC) of the Board of
Governors of the
IMF. The IMFC, which
is focused on global

growth and stability, as
well as on jobs, is a poli-
cy steering body of the
International Monetary
Fund, and the statements
presented by the
Canadian Finance

Minister outline
Canada’s and its
Constituency’s views on
the governance, lending
and surveillance activi-
ties of the Fund.
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Washington Meetings: Economy,
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By Staff Writer

Attorney General and
Minister of Justice, Hon.
Vincent Byron says his

government is making
strides to protect the
country’s internet interest
from potential cyber
crimes that can hurt the

Federation’s economic
development.

This comes as the Team
Unity Administration is
currently in the process
of establishing a special
Unit within its
Information and
C o m m u n i c a t i o n
Technology Department
(ICT) to monitor such
crimes.

The ICT Department
which is located at the
CA Paul Southwell
Industrial site, is current-
ly undergoing major ren-
ovation work and is
expected to opened in the
first quarter of 2017.

Earlier this year, a team
from the Organization of
American States (OAS)
paid a visit to St. Kitts
and Nevis, and according
to Byron, they gave their
“support to National
Security as well as the
Office of Information
and Communication
Technology, as it relates
to cyber crime”.

Byron explained that
with support from the
OAS and CARICOM
partners, such as
“IMPACS”, they are
going to tackle the prob-
lem head on, as a number
of Government and law
enforcement officials
were part of several
training programmes car-
ried out in recent times.

“We have been to semi-
nars and forums in St.
Lucia earlier this year,
with the Permanent
Secretary in the Ministry
of National Security, Mr.
Petty, the Assistant
Commissioner of Police,
Merclyn Hughes and I.
We went down to St.
Lucia, where we were
engaged in a pretty
important meeting put on
by the Commonwealth,
the CARICOM office
and CTU and the
Government of St.
Lucia,” Byron told the
Observer during a recent
interview.

Those sessions he noted

were carried out by
major international play-
ers, including Interpol
and the Federal Bureau
of Investigations (FBI).

“It is a very important
and critical issue of the
country, not just in terms
of the government but for
the private sector and the
country as a whole. We
are vulnerable to attacks
and we are vulnerable to
our businesses being set
back, and so we must be
conscious that we have
the necessary technical
resources to protect us, ”
The Attorney General
stated.

The problem raised its
head in the region again
last year when a group
allegedly representing
ISIS hacked several gov-
ernment websites.

While back in 2014,
another group reportedly
stole approximately $150
million from an interna-
tional financial institu-
tion in the region,

according to The
Commonwealth.com.

AG Byron has urged citi-
zens as well as business
owners to be cognisant of
their internet use and be
mindful of leaving
accounts open.

Little things can make a
big difference in the
cyber crimes, Byron
highlighted, while rais-
ing several questions,
including do you leave
your accounts and com-
puter unlocked while
going to the bathroom or
do persons have access to
the various passwords
that you use?

“It is something that we
are actively working on,”
Byron said. “The Cyber
Incident Team is being
put in place as we
speak.”

That team is not expected
to be fully operational
until next year.
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Cyber crime on Government’s radar,
steps being taken to protect the
Federations interest



By Monique Washington

The search for justice in the case of
Philo Wallace, who was allegedly
gunned down by a Royal St.
Christopher and Nevis Police Force
officer, is still active as Chairperson of
the non-governmental organization
“Save SKN” said they will not give up
until the matter is settled.

Wallace, who was 17,attended a party
last October at Enrique’s night club in
Charlestown. It is alleged that an alter-
cation between Wallace and an off-duty
police officer ensued. While in the
night club, the officer allegedly shot
Wallace in the chest.Wallace ran
toward the exit and collapsed. He was
rushed to the Alexander hospital where
he later succumbed to his injuries.

The officer, who was accused of
allegedly pulling the trigger, was later
identified as Constable Zaviel Jeffers.
Before In November, before Jeffers
received any charges,acting Director of
Public Prosecution Arudranauth Gossai
asked the Magistrate courtto obtain
acoroner’s report and conduct an
inquest into Wallace’s death.

The inquest began in January.Jurors
met every Thursday and Friday until
March 10.

The inquest called more than two dozen
witnesses to testify. Magistrate
Yasmine Clarke gave her summation of
the inquest to a five-member jury, who
deliberated for two hours and rendered,
4-1, a justifiable homicide verdict in
favor of Constable Jeffers.

On Wednesday, Powell told The
Observer that Save SKN will continue
its fight for justice for Wallace.

“We have not given up, we are still
looking for ways to resolve this,”
Powell said.

Powell noted that during their efforts
they dealt with a string of acting DPPs.

“We finally have a new DPP,” she said.
“Since the incident we have been deal-
ing with acting DPP.”

Powell hopes the new DPP will be able
to obtain justice for young Wallace
family.

Powell also told The Observer that on
Oct. 17, the anniversary of Wallace’s
death, a memorial service will be held
at the Charlestown Methodist Church.

Since the incident Constable Jeffers has
not been charged for his involvement.

By Staff Writer

The senior local footall
team will be putting their
talents on the line when
they go to war with two
of the region’s power
houses in Haiti and
French Guiana in the
third round of the CFU
Tournament.

On Saturday, Oct.8, the
Sugar Boys will head for
the cvoast of South
America to clash with
French Guiana.

After the game, the team
will return to St. Kitts
and Nevis on Tuesday,
Oct. 11, to take on Haiti
at Warner Park in what
Technical Director
Lenny Lake predicts will
be an exciting battle.

Mr. Lake told The
Observer the team has
been practicing and
expects to be fit for the
finals while hoping to
make history.

The St. Kitts and Nevis
Football Assn. assem-
bled the team early

because of the location
of the international play-
ers.

“This is why they came
together a few days early
so they can begin team
preparation,” he dis-
closed. ‘I think our team
is confident going into
this weekend. We think
we have a good team to
come out on top even
though we recognize and
the evidence shows that
these are strong oppo-
nents.”

The Sugar Boys hope to
top the three team group
in this leg of competition

in order to be placed in
the most favorable of
pools for the finals. Lake
said the players feel they
have done well over the
past 12 months with
credible victors against
top-ranked Central
America and Caribbean
teams.

Despite their recent
dfraw in Nicaragua in
Central America where
they fielded a young
inexperienced team, the
full squad will be on the
field for the competition,
said Lake. Both matches
will begin at 8 p.m.
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By Monique Washington

While there has been no
estimate from Minister in
charge of Tourism Mark
Brantley about when
work will begin on the
National Park at Pinney’s
Beach, Carl Williams,
Permanent Minister in
charge of Tourism
assures The Observer
work will begin within
90 days, before the end
of 2016.

The Observer made sev-
eral attempts during sev-
eral weeks to contact
Minister in charge of
Tourism Hon. Mark
Brantley via email and
other messaging services
but no response has been
received.

In June 2016, Minster
Brantley announced that
funding allegedly
secured to pay for the

park had vanished in thin
air.

“I don’t think it’s a secret
that we had funding in
place that has disap-
peared,” Brantley com-
mented. He said because
of budget constraints
they had to “recalibrate,
take out some things and
put in a few other
things.”

At the time Brantley
assured that “the public
can look forward to the
start of construction after
the Culturama season.”

In July, in an exclusive
interview with The
Observer, Federation cit-
izens Anne Bass and
Julian Lethbridge
revealed that Bass never
agreed to fund the park.
Brantley assured her that
he would secure the
funding.

“Anne never ever said
that she would fund it
[the park] from the very
beginning,” Lethbridge
explained. “She said she
would do all the consul-
tations and all the
designs. She told Mark,
she would contribute
something, but she did
not want to be the major
funder, she did not want
to fund the whole thing.”

Williams told the
Observer, “At this point
in time is a government-
funded project.” He
noted, when it comes to
the billboard with the
proposed picture of the

project, “We will make
some adjustments. How
many we are not sure.”

The 14-acre parcel of
land reserved for the park
has been mapped out for
the Pinney’s Park
Project. Now for
months, the parcel is
home to donkeys, mon-
keys and cows. The ini-
tial plans for the park
were announced in 2015,
with construction
delayed since then. In
June, farmers were asked
to remove their animals
from the site but they
have since returned.
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Williams predicts work will begin within 90 days
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Animals left to graze in the area carded for the national park.

Animals grazing and resting at the area carded for the
national park, with billboard sign in background



By Monique Washington

Delta Petroleum, the sup-
plier of diesel fuel and
other lubricants to the
Nevis Electricity
Company, has threaten to
“lock off fuel” supplies to
NEVLEC if they do not
agree to pay to install new
pipeline.

A source close to
NEVLEC told The
Observer that Delta
Petroleum requested in
July, that the electric com-
pany pay US $439,000 to
change the pipeline, which
runs from the Delta tanks
at Long Point to the power
plant in Prospect.

TheObserverwas told that
the request was quickly
shut down. In addition,
Delta suggested that
NEVLEC take on the
responsibility of finding
land to lay the pipes.
Weeks later, Delta
approached NEVLEC
again requesting a partner-
ship between Delta and
NEVLEC in installing
new pipes, that meeting
ended abruptly after
NEVLEC board members
walked out.

Delta owns the existing
pipeline. It is alleged that
Delta signed a contract
with the former NRP
administration to have
new pipelines installed.
The Observer confirmed
with Carlisle Powell, a
former Minister in charge
of NEVLEC that there
was no such contract.

In early 2016, the source
alleged, Delta breached its
contract with NEVLEC
and without warning dis-
continued the supply of oil
lubricants to the Prospect
power plant.

“We had to find other oil
(lubricants) from some-

where else,” the source
said. “The generators had
to be drained of Delta’s oil
so that we could put in the
other oil.”

The Observer contacted
Sharon Hobson, Delta
Petroleum Plant Manager
in Nevis. When asked if
the company stopped sup-
plying oil lubricants to
NEVLEC, she said “I
have no clue what you are
talking about,” and abrupt-
ly hung up the phone to
avoid further questions.

On Thursday, The
Observer contacted Bevis
A. Sylvester Delta
Petroleum Regional
General Manager, and was
told he was off the island.
Attempts were also made
to contact General
Manager Raphael Payne
but he was not in the
office.

Since 1996, Delta has sup-
plied fuel and oil lubri-
cants to NEVLEC.

In 2013, the Concerned
Citizens Movement led
Nevis Island
Administration inherited a
$7.8 million debt imposed
by the former Nevis
Reformation Party led
NIA.

The Minister in charge of
NEVLEC Hon. Alexis
Jeffers announced, “In
2013, we inherited a debt
burden at NEVLEC to
Delta of just about $7.8
million…I can tell
you…that we have done a
remarkable job in alleviat-
ing that debt burden and
that is something that we
must be commended
for…”

In less than three years
NEVLEC paid the full
amount of the debt and is
now paying only for pre-
sent usage.
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By Monique
Washington

The damage caused by
intense waves on
Wednesday could
have been due to an
approaching tropical
wave, unrelated to cat-
egory 4 Hurricane
Matthew, which was
more than 1,000 miles
away at the time.
According to Jack
Ngumbah, Disaster
Management commu-
nications officer, mas-
sive water puddling
caused by the tropical
wave may be expen-
sive to fix later.

According to the
Robert Bradshaw
International Airport
Meteorological Office
in St. Kitts, “Conditions
were moderate to locally
rough with swells from
1.2- to 1.8-meters (4- to
6-feet) high due to an
approaching tropical
wave which caused the
atmosphere to be unsta-
ble and drive the wave
action. Some of the
wave action was generat-
ed from Matthew.”

On Thursday, The
Observer contacted
Ngumbah, who said he
visited the Pinney’s area
the day before. He said
there was no rain, no
dark clouds or high
winds on Wednesday.
He noted the land is not
slanted to the sea, which
made it easy for the
water to come onto the
land and puddle. He said
the soil does not absorb
water very well, which
also allowed water to set-
tle.

Ngumbah explained that
if measures are not taken

to grade the land area,
another situation like
Wednesday, or even rain
may worsen the flooding
the next time.

“I witnessed how water
got into it,” Ngumbah
said. “The slightest
water just went straight
in that so-called pond.
An evaluation of the
impact of the erosion
caused to the ground on

the beach will have to be
completed. I requested a
beach profiling to com-
pare with an earlier pro-
file.”

Ngumbah pointed out
that settled water could
eventually become a
mosquito breeding
ground. He confirmed
that it is possible for
mosquitoes to reproduce
in salty water.

“The water will enhance
the mosquitoes breed-
ing,” Ngumbah said. “In
this day and age, the
numbers of unpre-
dictable situations I have
witnessed have made me
never use the word never.
Things are recorded that
you would be amazed to
see happen.”

Ngumbah suggested
gravel stone can be

added in the
flood area to
elevate the
land and pre-
vent such
occurrences.

High waves
flooded the
coastal area
on the west-
ern side of the
i s l a n d .
P i n n e y s
Beach, the
home of a
number of
beach restau-
rants and the
Four Season’s
beach-front

received high waves and
water damage. Parts of
the Four Season’s pier
were damaged. Samuel
Hunkins Drive was also
damaged. Junior
Minister with responsi-
bilities in road infrastruc-
ture Troy Liburd noted
the damage, but told The
Observer the cost to
repair the area has not yet
been calculated.

Ngumbah urged citizens
to stay far away from the
water during high wave
activity.

“Disaster managers dis-
courage citizens from
going close to such an
event for excitement or
even just to take photos,”
Ngumbah said. “First, I
would advise people in
such a situation to stay as
far away as possible from
that environment. They
should evacuate immedi-
ately.”

“These areas should
become inaccessible to
the general public,”
Ngumbah explained. “I
would only recommend
experts, who are with the
police or with the
Disaster Management
Office to take phots at
that time. The general
public should always be
at least 30- to 50-meters
(100- to 160-feet) away
from that kind of sce-
nario for their own safe-
ty.”
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Tropical Wave, not Hurricane Matthew,
may be cause of Pinney‘s Beach Damage

The Pier at Four Seasons being undated by the waves The waves as they crashed against the wave breaks at Four Seasons
with the Mango Restaurant in the distance

Pinneys Beach as the waves made their way up the beach

Samuel Hunkins Drive with
sand residue from wave action

Pond and Restaurant grounds
inundated by the waves



Press Release:

St. Kitts and Nevis will
once again celebrate the
achievements of grad-
uands of The University
of the West Indies (UWI)
Open Campus, in a grand
Presentation of
Graduates Ceremony to
be held on Saturday,
October 08, 2016 at
10:00 a.m. at the St. Kitts
Marriott Resort, Frigate
Bay, Basseterre.

This 8th Presentation of
Graduates Ceremony of
The UWI Open Campus
will see six hundred and
ninety eight (698) stu-
dents (593 undergradu-
ates and 105 postgradu-
ates) officially graduate
from the Open Campus
with Master’s,
Bachelor’s and Associate
degrees, as well as
Certificates and
Diplomas in a wide range
of subject areas. As in
past years, graduands
from across the
Caribbean will gather
together in the presence
of Heads of State and
Government, the
Chancellor and Vice-

Chancellor, members of
the University’s
Executive Management,
other highly placed
University and local gov-
ernment officials, as well
as family and friends, to
receive their formal aca-
demic qualifications.

The official ceremony
will begin at precisely
10:00 a.m., preceded by
the Graduands,
Academic and
Chancellor’s proces-
sions. The public is
invited to share in the
momentous occasion via
live online streaming on
the Open Campus’s web-
site at
www.open.uwi.edu.

This year, The UWI
Open Campus will con-
fer an Honorary
Doctorate of Science on
a citizen from Antigua
and Barbuda, Dr. Sir
Prince Ramsey. A
Family Physician in pri-
vate practice, Sir Prince
received his formative
education in Antigua &
Barbuda and Oxford and
London, England. His
education culminated

with a medical degree
received from The
University of the West
Indies.

For the past twenty-five
years, Sir Prince has lec-
tured in over twenty
Caribbean countries, the
USA and Canada, mainly
on the subjects: Family
Planning, STDs, Sexual
Disorders and
HIV/AIDS. He has
received many local,
regional and internation-
al awards for his philan-
thropic contribution to
health - especially in the
field of HIV/AIDS.
These include awards
from the Caribbean
Family Planning
Affiliation 1993, the
Ministry of Health in
Antigua, 2002, and
UNICEF in 2003.

The Valedictorian for this
year is Ms. Rone Alexis,
who will be graduating
with First Class Honours
from the Open Campus’s
BEd Early Childhood
Development and Family
Studies programme.

A graduate of the Leon

H e s s
C omp r e h e n s i v e
Secondary School
and the Sir Arthur
Lewis Community
College (SALCC),
Rone subsequently
gained valuable
work experience
from attachments to
various government
ministries, including
the Early Childhood
Education Unit. In
2006, Rone joined
the teaching profes-
sion at The Lady
Gordon Opportunity
Centre - a Special
Education school in
Saint Lucia.

After two years of
teaching, she pur-
sued further studies
at the Division of
Teacher Education
and Educational
Administration of
the Sir Arthur Lewis
C o m m u n i t y
College, graduating
two years later with
a 4.0 grade point aver-
age.

In 2012, not satisfied

with an Associate
Degree, Rone enrolled
with The UWI Open
Campus to read for a
Bachelor’s Degree in

Early Childhood
Dev e l o pmen t
and Family
Studies. True to
form, Rone con-
tinued on her
path of excel-
lence, and will
on October 8th
2016, graduate
from The
University of the
West Indies,
Open Campus
with a 4.03 grade
point average.
As is customary,
Rone will deliver
the Valedictory
Speech on behalf
of her colleagues
from across the
region.

After the official
P r e s e n t a t i o n
Ceremony, the
new graduates
and their guests
will celebrate
their academic
achievements at
an official recep-

tion hosted by the
Government and People
of St. Kitts and Nevis.
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St. Kitts and Nevis to Host the 8th UWI Open Campus
Presentation of Graduates Ceremony

The Valedictorian for this year is Ms.
Rone Alexis, who will be graduating

with First Class Honours

This year, The UWI Open Campus will confer an Honorary Doctorate of
Science on a citizen from Antigua and Barbuda, Dr. Sir Prince Ramsey.



Press Release:

Issued by the Judicial Managers
and Other Office Holders of the
Eastern Caribbean Branches of
British American Insurance
Company Limited

Plan of Arrangement Update
At a series of Creditor Consultation
Meetings held in several of the Eastern
Caribbean islands in March, 2016, the
Court Appointed Judicial Managers
and Other Office Holders (“the JMs”)
of British American Insurance
Company Limited (“BAICO”) outlined
proposals for a Plan of Arrangement
(“Plan”) as a more cost effective and
efficient mechanism for the distribution
of BAICO’s funds to its policyholder
creditors.

The indicative timetable for this Plan to
be implemented, as set out in the
Consultation Meetings, was predicated
on the adoption of key pieces of legis-
lation by Governments across several
territories in both the Eastern
Caribbean and the Bahamas.

Although significant progress has been
made across the Eastern Caribbean, the
JMs of BAICO are disappointed to
report that there are still territories
where the required legislation has not
yet been implemented.

Critically, the Bahamian Government
has yet to enact the proposed legisla-
tion, which is central to the delivery of
the Plan. As a result, the JMs are unable
to commence the process until such
time as this has been done. However, in
anticipation of all the necessary legisla-
tion being adopted in the short term, the
JMs continue to facilitate the tasks that
will be required to ensure that the Plan
is implemented quickly.

The JMs are pressing at all levels of
Government for the matter to be
resolved in the relevant territories as a
matter of urgency and remain commit-
ted to implementing the Plan at the ear-
liest opportunity.

Whilst the JMs sincerely apologise for
this delay, the matter is ultimately
beyond their control.

Once the legislation is finally in place
and the Plan progresses, all affected
policyholders will receive a package of
documents including the Plan terms,
Notice of a Creditors Meeting to con-
sider the Plan Proposals and Claim and
Voting Forms. For updates in the mean-
time please visit the BAICO website at:

http://www.kpmg.com/BS/en/Pages/
BAICO.aspx

C M Y K
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Managers
Issue
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By LR Liburd
St. Kitts-Nevis Observer

Two security officers
recently charge for
allegedly smuggling con-
traband items into Her
Majesty’s Prison were
each placed on $10,000
bail and are scheduled to
reappear in one of the
City’s Magistrate Courts
on Monday (Nov. 7).

A Senior Prison Officer,
Sergeant Vince Gumbs
of Cayon, was on
Thursday (Sept. 29)
taken into police custody
after he was allegedly
caught smuggling a
quantity of marijuana,
tobacco, lighters, alco-
hol, a cellular phone and
a charger.

On the following day, he
was charged with posses-
sion of cannabis, posses-
sion of cannabis with
intent to supply, unlaw-
fully conveying cannabis
to Her Majesty’s Prison,
unlawfully conveying
tobacco and spirituous
liquor to Her Majesty’s
Prison, and unlawfully
conveying other contra-
band (to wit a cellular
phone and charger) to

Her Majesty’s Prison.

The Observer learnt that
Gumbs had allegedly
committed the offences
on two different occa-
sions. The first was on
Friday (Sept. 23) when
he was intercepted in an
attempt to smuggle a cel-
lular phone and a charger
to an inmate of the cor-
rectional facility, while
the other offences were
allegedly committed in
the evening of Thursday
(Sept. 29).

Gumbs subsequently

appeared before a City
Magistrate and was
placed on $10,000 bail.
He has to appear in court
on Monday (Nov. 7) to
answer to the five
charges.

In a police communiqué,
Superintendent of
Prisons Junie Hodge is
quoted as saying: “We
will remain vigilant in
our efforts to rid our
institution of contraband.
We did a comprehensive
search on September 20
and found a number of
items. Two nights ago,

we had an attempted
breach of our security
which was discovered in
progress and resulted in
the arrest of the individ-
ual responsible.”

Speaking to Thursday
night’s find,
Superintendent Hodge
said: “The find was most
disheartening knowing
that a Prison Officer was
responsible. I have told
my officers, we (myself
and the leadership)
expect them to have
integrity, to do the right
thing every time, and

doing that we will sup-
port them. Likewise, we
have told them they will
be held accountable for
their actions.”

Two days before the
Senior Prison Officer
was busted, a member of
the Royal St. Christopher
and Nevis Police Force
was allegedly caught
throwing a quantity of
marijuana and lighters
into the prison compound
from an area within the
Police Headquarters,
which is adjacent to
HMP.

Police Constable
Cleavon Chumney, a res-
ident of East Basseterre
and who is said to oper-
ates a small business
establishment on
Wellington Road, was
arrested on Tuesday
evening (Sept. 27) and
criminally charged with
possession of cannabis,
possession of cannabis
with intent to supply,
unlawfully conveying
cannabis to Her
Majesty’s Prison, unlaw-
fully conveying tobacco
to Her Majesty’s Prison,
and unlawfully convey-
ing five lighters to Her
Majesty’s Prison.

He was also charged by
the Police Force with dis-
creditable conduct and
was suspended with
immediate effect until
the outcome of the
charges.

He too has to answer to
his charges on Friday
(Oct. 7).

Commenting on the mat-
ter, a police communiqué
quoted Commissioner of
Police Ian Queeley as
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Page 15LOCAL NEWS The St. Kitts -Nevis Observer. Friday Octob er 7, 2016

Senior Prison Officer and Police Constable on drug charges bailed
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Senior Prison Officer Vince Gumbs (L) and Police Constable Cleavon Chumney



LOCAL NEWS

By Monique Washington

Smiling faces, hot food
and happy students were
all at the official opening
of the Joycelyn Liburd
Primary School (JLPS)
cafeteria on Monday, the
last government school
on the island to open a
cafeteria, a moment the
principle of the school
Barbra Hendrickson calls
a “proud and historic
moment for JLPS.”

Approximately 124 stu-
dents ate a nutritious
lunch at in the cafeteria.
The cafeteria, which also
doubles as an auditori-

um, seats 80 students at
any given time. It has
been outfitted with new

utensils and equipment.
Five cooks and one
cleaner are on staff. The

cost of lunch at the
school is EC $5 a day.

“We have been waiting
for this moment a long
time,” Hendrickson told
The Observer. “It was a
dream come true when
they began breaking
ground for the cafeteria.
It was a lot of work get-
ting sorted out because it
is the first day but it was
worth the effort.”

Director of School Meals
Earlene Maynard, wit-
nessed the distribution of
the first lunches and

explained the importance
of healthy eating to chil-
dren and the Schools
Meals Program.

“School meals play a
very important role in the
development of our chil-
dren’s education,”
Maynard explained.
“There is a strong corre-
lation between nutrition
and learning if our chil-
dren are eating well,
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JLPS School Meals Program Initiated
New cafeteria opens, 124 students fed nutritious lunch
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One of the flagship pro-
jects of Commonwealth
Writers, the
Commonwealth Short
Story Prize is now open
for entries, with an inter-
national judging panel
comprising judges from
each of the five
Commonwealth regions:
ZukiswaWanner (Africa);
Mahesh Rao (Asia);
Jacqueline Baker (Canada
and Europe), Jacob Ross
(Caribbean) and Vilsoni
Hereniko (Pacific).

The chair of this year’s
panel is the novelist
Kamila Shamsie, who is
the author of six novels,
including Burnt Shadows,
which has been translated
into more than 20 lan-
guages and was shortlist-
ed for the Orange Prize
for Fiction, and A God in
Every Stone which was
shortlisted for the Bailey’s
Women’s Prize for
Fiction.

“One of the pleasures of
short stories is the poten-
tial for encountering both
breadth and concentrated
depth of writing over the
space of just a few stories.
In the case of the
Commonwealth Short
Story Prize, the geograph-
ic range of the entrants, as
well as the prize’s track
record of attracting extra-
ordinary writing, turns
that potential into near-
certainty.”

Kamila Shamsie, Chair,
2017 Commonwealth
Short Story Prize

The prize is for the best
piece of unpublished short
fiction. Entries translated
into English from other
languages are also eligi-
ble. Writers from across
the Commonwealth can
enter their stories online at
www.commonwealth-
w r i t e r s . o r g / o u r -
projects/the-short-story

“As well as the scope of
the Prize to unearth truly
‘less heard’ voices, it’s
also one of only a handful
of international prizes
open to unpublished writ-
ers, as well as published
writers, with £15,000 in
prize money. And we
believe that it’s the only
major international prize
which invites writers to
enter in languages other
than English – Bengali,
Portuguese, Samoan and
Swahili this year.”

Lucy Hannah,
Programme Manager,
Commonwealth Writers

CommonwealthWriters is
delighted to continue its
partnership with Granta
Magazine to give the
overall and regional win-
ners of the 2017
Commonwealth Short
Story Prize the opportuni-
ty to have their story edit-
ed and published by
Granta online.

PRESS RELEASE

C M Y K

Page 17The St. Kitts -Nevis Observer. Friday October 7, 2016

Commonwealth Writers:
The Commonwealth Short
Story Prize 2017 is Open
for Entries
Closing Date November 1, 2016



By LR Liburd
St. Kitts-Nevis Observer

Hello boys and girls. In
our last discussion we
looked at Plurals and
you were required to
write the meanings of ten
(10) nouns, all of which
began with the letter S.

The answers are as fol-
lows:

Swine

Skeleton

Saddle

Secretary

Sailor

Shoal

Sculptor

Shelter

Sandal

Stallion

I sincerely hope that you
have gotten all correct.

You were also required to
write the Plural nouns of
ten (10) words by either
adding s or es to them.
The answers are listed
below.

Singular Plural

Butterfly Butterflies

Fly Flies

Lady Ladies

Ant Ants

Lunch Lunches

Dish Dishes

Daisy Daises

Bus Buses

Witch Witches

Tomato Tomatoes

I did mention that our
next lesson would be
Gender and you were
given twenty-four (24)
examples. This week, we
will define Gender,
share some examples and
complete a number of
exercises.

Dictionary.com defines
Gender as “Either the
male or female division
of a species, especially
as differentiated by
social and cultural roles
and behaviour.”

Take a look at the sen-
tence below.

My father and my moth-
er offered the beggar a
dollar.

Father is the name of a
male person (he), while
mother is the name of a
female person (she) and
beggar can be either
male or female; but dol-
lar is neither male nor
female because (it) has
no sex.

Here are some nouns
which refer to males –
the masculine gender:
Man, boy, father, son,
uncle, nephew, police-
man, king, proprietor,
steward, hunter and lad.

Here are some which
refer to females – the
feminine gender:
Woman, girl, mother,
daughter, aunt, niece,
policewoman, queen,
proprietress, stewardess,
huntress and lass.

Nouns which refer to
either males or females
belong to the common
gender.

Examples: Teacher, baby,
friend, cousin, student
and orphan.

Your teacher may be
either a man or a woman;
the baby may be either a
a boy or a girl; your
friend, your cousin, the
student and the orphan
may be either males or
females. Therefore, these
words do not denote sex.

Also, nouns which are
neither of the male sex
nor of the female sex
belong to the neuter gen-
der. For example,
Window, bench, door,
desk, cricket, football,
sky and mountain all

belong to the neuter gen-
der.

In this exercise, you are
required to copy the
words then write after
each of them the letter
which shows its gender.

Examples: Ant (F), boy
(N) and child (C).

1. Niece

2. Wife

3. Husband

4. Scholar

5. Nephew

6. Guest

7. Spade

8. Bride

9. Film

10. Traveller

11. Hotel

12. Friend

13. Host

14. Monk

15. Lawn

16. Bull

17. Nun

18. Princess

19. Secretary

20. Motorcar

The nouns which denote
the following persons
belong to the masculine
gender. You are required
to state what they are.

The son of a queen.

A man or boy who has
done a very brave deed.

A man whose wife is
dead.

A man who serves cus-
tomers in a restaurant.

A man who has never
been married.

These nouns belong to
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Grand Cayman,
Cayman Islands,
October 6, 2016 –
CCRIF SPC (formerly
the Caribbean
Catastrophe Risk
Insurance Facility) is
preparing to make a pay-
out to the Government of
Haiti as a result of the
passage of Hurricane
Matthew which triggered
a payment on the coun-
try’s Tropical Cyclone
policy. Based on prelimi-
nary calculations, Haiti
will receive a little over
US$20 million – the
largest payment ever
made by CCRIF. This
was revealed this after-
noon by CCRIF
Chairman Mr. Milo
Pearson at the
IMF/World Bank Group
Annual Meetings. He
also thanked the
Caribbean Development
Bank (CDB) for paying
Haiti’s insurance premi-
ums over the last four
years in support of the
country’s overall disaster
risk management strate-
gy, recognising the key
role of risk transfer
instruments. Prior to that,
in 2010 and 2011, both
CDB and the
Government of Canada
paid Haiti’s annual pre-
mium.

Since its inception in
2007, CCRIF has made a
total of 15 payouts to 10
member governments
totalling US$38.8 mil-
lion, all within 14 days of
the event. This payment
will represent the 16th
payout, which would
make total payouts
approximately US$58.8
million.

This payment will be
Haiti’s second payment
from CCRIF. Recall that
in 2010, following the
devastating earthquake,
CCRIF made a payment
to the Government of
Haiti of US$7.7 million,
based on the terms of its
Earthquake Policy. That
payment represented the
first inflow of direct

financial assistance
received by Haiti at that
time. The Haitian gov-
ernment used the CCRIF
funds to cover salaries of
key emergency person-
nel, thereby “keeping the
wheels of government
turning.”

CCRIF’s parametric
insurance products are
insurance contracts that
make payments based on
the intensity of an event
(for example, hurricane
wind speed, earthquake
intensity or volume of
rainfall) and the amount
of loss calculated in a
pre-agreed model caused
by these events.
Parametric insurance
enables payouts to be
made very quickly after a
hazard event. This is dif-
ferent from traditional
insurance settlements
that require an on-the-
ground assessment of
individual losses after an
event before a payment
can be made.

Hurricane Matthew
made landfall in Haiti on
October 4 as a powerful
Category 4 Hurricane. A
United Nations represen-
tative to Haiti, Mourad
Wahba, said the country
was facing its largest
humanitarian crisis since
the earthquake in
2010 left more
than 200,000 dead and
tens of thousands living
in tents and makeshift
dwellings. Over twenty-
three deaths have been
reported so far and
Matthew has caused sig-
nificant damage to the
southern coast.
According to HRA (the
Haiti Renewal Alliance),
Matthew brought intense
rain, wind and surge
waves, causing mud-
slides and flooding. The
main bridge that links the
capital of Port-au-Prince
to southern Haiti has col-
lapsed and the coast has
been badly hit in the
areas of Grande Anse,
Port-Salut and Port-à-
Piment with 1,243,000

people (including
522,000 children) affect-
ed. Les Cayes has been
totally flooded. Initial
estimates suggest that 4
million children in Haiti
will be directly affected
by the storm.

CCRIF CEO, Mr. Isaac
Anthony stated, “The
CCRIF Board and Team
extend our condolences
to Haiti on the loss of life
and extend our support to
the Government and peo-
ple of Haiti as they
recover from this disas-
ter.” Having already spo-
ken to the Government
of Haiti this morning,
Mr. Anthony further stat-
ed that “we know that the
Government welcomes
this payment and is look-
ing forward to beginning
their recovery efforts”.

Earlier, as Matthew
moved through the east-
ern Caribbean islands,
the centre of the storm
passed over Barbados on
September 28 as a
Tropical Storm, trigger-
ing its CCRIF Tropical
Cyclone policy.
Barbados will receive a
payout of US$975,000.
According to Barbados’
Department of
E m e r g e n c y
Management, all busi-
nesses closed that day
until the all clear declara-
tion on the morning of 29
September. There were
reports of fallen trees,
isolated flooding, power
outages and water dis-
ruption in some parts of
the island.

Both Barbados and Haiti
have Excess Rainfall
policies also. Tropical
Cyclone policies are
designed to cover dam-
ages from wind and
storm surge but not rain-
fall. Therefore, it is pos-
sible that these countries’
rainfall policies may be
triggered as well – this
would entitle them to an
additional payout. There

CCRIF Ready to Pay Haiti a
little over US$20 Million
Following Passage of
Hurricane Matthew

Continued on page 20

Marina Guest Services Coordinator
(Concierge) – Seasonal

Are you self-motivated, precise, people oriented, enthusiastic, flexible and innovative?
Do you have a sense of urgency, professional mindset and enjoy working in a luxury
fast paced environment with variety? Do you want to build a career in the luxury hos-
pitality industry?

If you answered yes, a career with Christophe Harbour could be perfect for you.

About Us

Christophe Harbour is an ultra-luxury lifestyle development in exquisite St. Kitts. For
more information about our resort and services go to www.christopheharbour.com.

Join us on our journey to create an extraordinary legacy of distinctive luxury experience
in the Caribbean. We are looking for remarkable individuals who have what it takes to
be a member of the Christophe Harbour team.

ROLE SUMMARY

Working closely with the Marina Guest Services Manager, you will be responsible for
delivering efficient and superior support services to guests, captains and crew. This will
include providing professional administrative & concierge support on a daily basis. You
will be based primarily in the Marina Office alongside our current Guest Services team.

RESPONSIBILITIES

Provide a professional and friendly service whilst working closely with the Marina
Guest Services Manager to arrange guest requests,to include reservations to ameni-
ties on/off property, island recreations, marina services and any other yacht related
requirements.

Collaborate with the dock team, resort departments, government officers, and
local/international vendors to fulfill guest requests while ensuring they receive a seam-
less Christophe Harbour luxury experience at all times.

Liaise with the Marina manager and/or Dock team regularly to ensure all yacht deliver-
ies and utility metering service needs are met and billed correctly.

Assist with special marina event preparation and on the day event execution while
working closing with the Marina Guest Services team.

Assist Marina Guest Services Manager with making bookings to fulfill all yacht
concierge requestsand to prepare itineraries as required.

Assist with logging all marina traffic data.

Follow all Marina Office and Christophe Harbour Standard Operating Procedures as
they relate to Safety, Office Operations, and Guest Experience.

Ability to respond to after hour contingencies as required.

REQUIREMENTS

Two (2) years’ experience in the luxury hospitality or Marina services industry.

Good knowledge and strong interest in the Superyacht industry.

Able to swim 50 metres confidently and tread water for 3 minutes OR willing to learn.

Administration skills; able to use email and MS Word, Excel competently to produce
reports, documents, basic spreadsheets and maintain data bases.

Ability to speak and write a second language desirable.

Strong organizational and execution skills.

Strong team focus / collaboration skills

Motivated to deliver a remarkable guest experience.

Valid St. Kitts and Nevis Driving License is a must.

Able to work effectively with minimal supervision.

If you are selected to join Christophe Harbour you will receive a competitive annual
salary, paid leave, and other applicable benefits. Apply now or by 16th October, 2016
by emailing your full resume to recruitment@christopheharbour.com with a cover note
telling us why you are the perfect person to join the Christophe Harbour team and not-
ing if you are applying for a full time or seasonal position.



also is a possibility that other countries
in the Eastern Caribbean who were ear-
lier affected by Matthew may receive
payouts under their Excess Rainfall
policies. The model for excess rainfall
events requires a few days longer to
calculate results compared with the
wind-based tropical cyclone model and
CCRIF will issue new information

when that assessment is complete.

CCRIF and the work we do continue to
be cited as an internationally recog-
nized example of a risk transfer mecha-
nism that should be seen as a key and
indispensable component of countries’
strategies for economic development,
disaster risk management and climate
resilience as these countries seek to
achieve higher levels of growth, reduce
poverty and become internationally
competitive.

the feminine gender. You
are required to state what
they are.

Awoman who is about to
be married.

A woman who has never
married.

A woman who is in
charge of a school.

A woman who has com-
mitted murder.

A woman who has inher-
ited the wealth of her
dead father.

Now state the nouns of
the common gender.

A child whose parents
are dead.

A person who is being
treated by a doctor.

A person who is enter-
tained at another’s house.

A person who plays foot-
ball.

The following nouns are
neuter in gender. What
are they?

The instrument used to
take photographs.

The instrument used to
record a conversation.

A portion of land sur-
rounded by water.

An instrument used to
communicate with some-
one after dialling a set of
numbers.

Next time we will contin-
ue our discourse on
Gender before the intro-
duction of Compound
Words.
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chances are their memories are going
to be enhanced, learning is going to be
enhanced, they are going to be
stronger, they are going to be sick less
often.”

Maynard said school cooks will incor-
porate many local foods into the chil-
dren’s diet. Meat from the abattoir and
many locally grown fruits and vegeta-
bles will be used to prepare the meals.

“We need to pass on the message that it
is important to eat what we grow and
grow what we eat,” Maynard
explained. “It will cut down on the
amount of pesticides the children get
from the foods. Health matters. Health
is the most important. If you are not
healthy you cannot be productive even
if you are an adult.”

Maynard said she was excited about
the opening and noted there were chal-
lenges in bringing the kitchen to
fruition.

“We were looking forward to it (the
cafeteria),” Maynard said. “We had to
overcome quite a number of challenges
because we had to make sure that we
got everything right. It is the last one
(cafeteria) that we are delivering and
we wanted to make sure that we are

delivering something that was of a high
standard. Today is an exciting moment
for those of us that were part of the
process. It is a proud moment that we
can now serve meals at the Joycelyn
Liburd Primary School.”

Michael Henville head chef in charge
of the school meals program noted that
he was very happy to be involved with
the opening of the new kitchen at
Gingerland.

“This has been a long time coming.
I’m excited to see all these happy chil-
dren come in with smiles and shocked
faces when they get a plate of food its
really nice,” Henville said.

Principal Education officer Palsey
Wilkin pointed out the import link
between nutrition and education.

“I am very pleased and very happy to
see the children eating and enjoying a
hot meal,” Wilkin said. “Nutrition is
very important. If our children are not
properly nourished, no matter what we
do in the class room it is going to be all
in vain.”

Wilkin complimented the principal and
staff of the JLPS and thanked the Nevis
Island Administration, Education
Department, the Ministry of Finance
and Marion Lesscot for bringing the
cafeteria to fruition.
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JLPS School Meals Program Initiated
New cafeteria opens, 124 students fed

nutritious lunch
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Savory Oxtail in a Rich and Thick Gravy
My very first experience with oxtail was not a pleasant one and it was years until I
tried it again. This is going back about 19 years ago when my good friend Richard
was just starting off his Dj and music production escapades. Richard, Allyene and
myself were on one of our weekly runs to the Toronto to pick up the latest releas-
es from Jamaica (I believe it was on Eglinton Ave),
back in those days it was 33’s and 45’s and not cds
as we have today. We stopped off at one of the many
Caribbean fast-food restaurants that populate the
area to grab some food to eat on the trip back to
Hamilton. I don’t recall what the other fellas got, but
I do remember hungrily eating away at the oxtail
with rice and peas. Then it hit me. A sharp-cut bone
stabbed me in the roof of my mouth. I can still
remember the pain that sucker put on me. I stopped
eating (well couldn’t) immediately and between
cussing and grimacing from the pain, I promised to never touch the stuff again.
Took me a few years to get over that fear of being attacked by sharp-cut oxtail
bones.

Here’s a simple recipe for stewed oxtail which I tested per-
fected yesterday… no sharp edges to hurt you
You’ll Need…
2 lbs oxtail cut and trimmed into 1-2 inch pieces, 1 toma-
to diced, 1 onion sliced thin, 1 stalk celery diced, black
pepper (fresh ground is best) 1/4 teaspoon, hot pepper (I
used 1/2 habanero) this is optional, 1 tablespoon green
seasoning, 1/2 teaspoon prepared mustard (nothing fancy),
1/2 teaspoon crushed ginger 9I used the bottled stuff), 1/2
teaspoon worcestershire sauce, 1 teaspoon salt, 4 cups
water, 1 1/2 teaspoon vegetable oil, 1 heaping tablespoon
brown sugar, 2-3 cloves of garlic crushed, 1 lime / lemon
or vinegar (4 tablespoon), 1 tablespoon ketchup

* Note: If you don’t have the green seasoning prepared.
Use a combination of green onions (scallions), cilantro
or shado beni and thyme. About 1 tablespoon
each…chopped very fine.
Start by placing the cut pieces of oxtail in a large bowl
(remember to remove as much fat as you can – keep it a bit
healthy) and squeeze the lime or lemon juice on it. Use
vinegar if you don’t have limes or lemons. Pour some
water (not the water mentioned in the recipe) in the bowl
and wash each piece of oxtail. If your butcher used a band-saw to cut the pieces for
you, there’s the chance that there may be some gritty stuff from the cut bones left

on the meat. Rinse with cold water as need. Drain and get
ready for seasoning.

The seasoning consist of all the ingredients mentioned
above, except the oil, sugar and 4 cups of water. Mix well
and allow this to marinate for at least 2 hrs in the fridge.

As we’ve done in other “stew” dishes, we have to bring the
oil to a high temp in a heavy pot and add the brown sugar.
Stir so the entire lot changes colour evenly and get to the
perfect point to add the seasoned meat. The key is allow-
ing the sugar get to a caramel colour, so each piece of
oxtail will get browned evenly. The pics below will show
you what to look for.

When the sugar gets like the pic directly above, start
adding the seasoned pieces of oxtail. Stir, reduce to medi-
um heat and cover. Allow to cook for about 10 minutes.

Then bring the heat back to high and burn off all the liquid (remove the lid). Stir
during this process so the pieces of meat gets coated evenly. Add the 4 cups of
water to the bowl that had the seasoned meat to pick up any remaining seasoning
that was left behind. When the liquid dries up in the pot, add the 4 cups of water.

Bring to a boil (covered), then reduce the heat so it’s a gentle simmer. PATIENCE..
allow this to cook, stirring occasionally for about 1 3/4 hours. Then remove the lid
and turn up the heat so you can achieve a nice thick gravy. Remember to turn off
the heat and remove from the burner when you have a thick gravy or risk not hav-
ing any of that nice rich sauce.

From page 16
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no funding before and
none since has come to
the Federation from
Kuwait.

Amory reportedly has a
trip planned to Kuwait
and is expected to return
to our Federation with a
multi-million dollar com-
mitment for an expanded
New Castle Airport. The
Kuwaiti government is
clearly impressed with
Amory’s leadership and
will help him accomplish
his goals.

Such qualities of honesty,
politeness and trustwor-
thiness are rare in poli-
tics. This newspaper is
proud that Vance Amory
will continue to bring
home the bacon to the
people of Nevis.

The Premier also has a
plan to redesign the
Charlestown Harbour.
His ideas call for con-
struction of a cruise ship
and mega-yacht facility.
Amory wants to see more
small cruise ships carry-
ing more wealthy visitors
by sea and desires a place
where mega-yachts can
be accommodated. The
proposed mega-yacht
center in Charlestown
Harbour will impact high
net worth persons with
money to spend. Amory
plans to get the initial
funding for this project
from the SIDF. He dis-
closed to a friend that
millions of dollars went
to Christophe Harbour so
Nevis deserves a grant
too.

These two projects will
result in increased activi-
ties in Charlestown
Harbour where fewer
cruise passengers will
generate as much spend-
ing as ships several times
their size. More revenue
will be available to taxi
drivers, restaurants and
gift shops as well and the
island of Nevis will bene-
fit.

The relationship between
St. Kitts and Nevis are
improving and have
never been better. While
some detractors are talk-
ing about two salaries,
Amory is bringing over
real money — nearly $50
million since Unity won
the election 19 months
ago. This is all free
money that Nevis does
not have to repay. Try to
compare that with the
loan Nevis was stuck
with on the airport lands.

That is all that Nevis got
out of a six and a half
year Labour- NRP collu-
sion. Amory will get the
SIDF to convert the air-
port land loan to a grant.

Amory fought hard to
help Nevis get its fair
share of Federation
intakes. As Premier, he
wrote several letters to
former Prime Minister
Dr. Denzil Douglas
requesting Nevis’ fair
share of the funds. He
requested that his admin-
istration be given the
opportunity to recom-
mend Nevisians to serve
on the government’s
statutory boards and to
allow Nevis to nominate
persons for the various
embassies and missions
abroad. Douglas did not
even acknowledge
receipt of many of those
letters.

Amory has had his
prayers answered.

Since the Unity
Government took office
19 months ago, nearly all
of his wishes have come
true. He has placed vari-
ous Nevisians in several
embassies abroad,
including Dr. Everson
Hull and Elsa Wilkins.
Amory is the senior min-
ister in the federal gov-
ernment and has acted as
Prime Minister on several
occasions. He has the
Prime Minister’s ears and
the Prime Minister
regards him as a loyal and
trusted friend.

The Premier shares the
national spotlight with
the Prime Minister. He is
recognized as the
Federation’s most impor-
tant active elder states-
man. Regional and inter-
national agencies respect
him. Amory is a warm,
caring person who is gen-
uinely concerned about
the well being of others.

While Amory has been
hurt by efforts of at least
one Johnny Come Lately
politician in his party to
push him out, the love
and outpouring of sup-
port at home and abroad
has sustained him and
cemented his reserve. He
is running at full steam
again.

Our question is a simple
one: Why would he want
to leave when his prayers
for better access to the
Federation’s resources
have been answered?

Nevis is getting its full

share and the only com-
plaints are coming from
opponents in Labour and
NRP. An old adage says,
‘When the opposition is
complaining about what
you are doing, it means
you are doing something
right.’ Amory is doing
many things right.

He is focused on the good
he can accomplish for the
Federation, Nevis and his
constituents in
Gingerland. He is not
worried about flash,
flourish and self-serving
shows. The person who
tried to force Amory out
is full of himself —
boastful, selfish and
using people as a means
to an end. That is why he
may have lost some
ground support and per-
sons that were supporting
him. He is more show
than substance and is full
of himself, travelling
around the world and
sending back more pho-
tos than the rover on
Mars. Do you remember
when he jumped to
national television to
announce Amory’s ill-
ness? He received word
—perhaps a rumour —
that Vance Amory was ill
and did he call Amory to
confirm anything? He
just jumped on televi-
sion.

Sometimes people
replace reality with a
wish. Well, we called
Amory and got him on
the first try. He needs
Amory more than ever.
He is very unpopular now
and if Amory does not
run, he cannot win. Half
of the people voting for
CCM in any elections on
Nevis vote because of
Vance Amory. Nobody
can be sure of what the
outcome of an election
might be without Amory.
Nevis has not been sub-
jected to this test since
1989. Can anyone show
what that man has given
the people of Nevis for
six combined years since
he has been in govern-
ment. That is nearly four
years in the NIA and 19
months in the Unity
Government. All the peo-
ple of the Federation get
are high travel bills and
plenty of photos of a
disingenuous grin.

Beware of media reports
that suggest Amory is
leaving. There are power-
hungry actors with cash
to pay for reports for such
stories. If Vance Amory
does not run, we will sup-
port Party.

Why Amory Will Not Leave Now
From page 3
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WANTED Caribbean Pool Services seek
pool cleaners With one (1) year experience
For further information call 469 - 9420

1 Upholsterer needed
at Zelly’s Upholstery
Please call: 662-8073

Chamaco Barber Shop
is seeking 2 barbers with 3 years
experience. Contact 669-5909

CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS
REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT

saying: “I echo what I have previously
said...as upholders of the law, we
expect our officers to maintain the
highest standards of integrity. We will
not condone wrong doing and everyone
is responsible for their actions and will
be held accountable. Officers who
engage in corrupt practices will face the
consequences as prescribed by law. The
investigations are completed and the
appropriate actions have been taken.”

Sources close to the police told The
Observer that an Inspector had seen
when Chumney was throwing the con-
traband items over the wall that sepa-
rates the prison from the Police

Headquarters and he fired two warning
shots. However, no one was injured.

This media house spoke to a number of
concerned citizens, who, on condition
of anonymity, all concluded that there
are more questions than answers to not
only the recent finds, but also to those
in the past.

“Firstly, when I heard that the prison
was not open to the public for 21 days
earlier this year and a search revealed a
find of more than 300 contraband items
including marijuana, cell phones and
alcohol, I told my friends that that
Prison Officers were involved. Today

my words have come to pass and I
strongly believe there are more officers
to be caught. I therefore must commend
the Superintendent of Prisons for a job
well done. Keep up the good works,”
one individual said.

Another individual claimed that many
officers have caused the Police Force to
be stigmatised.

“On many occasions officers were
accused of passing vital information to
criminals. That is one of the reasons
why people are afraid to provide the
police with information when they wit-
ness a crime, especially when it

involves gangs.”

A third one lamented: “Just when the
Police Force is making progress in
mending broken fences between its
members and the public, one of their
own had to be involved in criminal
activity. I strongly believe that there
was one or more Prison Officers with
whom he was in league. Because, if he
had indeed thrown the weed, tobacco
and lighters over the wall, someone had
to know what time it was to be done
and which part of the prison yard they
could retrieve the items and have them
stashed. No prisoner is allowed out of
their cell at night.”

Senior Prison Officer and Police Constable on drug charges bailed

BOOK YOUR SPACE NOW AND ADVER-
TISING YOUR BUSINESS CARDS IN THE
OBSERVER CLASSIFIEDS CALL 469-5907

CLASSIFIED AD SPACE FOR
RENT CALL 469-5907
FOR RENT One 2 bedroom

unfurnished apartment For rent
in Bricklin at $500.00 EC. Please
contact 664-2241 for further info.

CLASSIFIED AD SPACE FOR
RENT CALL 469-5907

My New Style Bar is seeking 1
bartender/cook with 3 years
experience. Contact: 668-5920

The St. Kitts-Nevis Observer for the Best Independent
News Coverage in The Federation

if you have a news story, give us a call at 469-5907

From page 15
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