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By a staff writer

Embracing past achieve-
ments, while preparing
for future changes were
key topics emphasized
by Hon. Vance Amory,
Premier of Nevis and
Minister of Finance in
the Nevis Island
Administration in his
2017 budget address to
the Nevis Island
Assembly. The Premier
presented budget details
today to the Nevis Island
Assembly meeting
chaired by President
Hon. Farrell Smithen in
the chambers at
Hamilton House in
Charlestown.

The 2017 budget,
Appropriation Ordinance
(2017) 2016 “A revital-
ization of Skills
Development and
Entrepreneurship for
Economic Success,”
summarizes recurrent
and capital expenditures
in 2017.

“Over the past three-and-
a-half years significant
strides have been made
to transform the econo-
my,” Hon. Vance Amroy
said in his opening
remarks. “It is quite
noticeable that we con-
tinue to witness increases
in the number of persons
engaged in gainful
employment. “I want to
emphasize that we were
able to achieve these
objectives without the
need to impose any new
taxes on the citizens of
this country.”

The Premier pointed out
significant advances the
Federation has made in
education, in the devel-
opment of expanded
health services, in activi-

ties for youth and in the
care of elderly and senior
citizens, tourism devel-
opment and financial ser-
vices.

“In the area of infrastruc-
ture we have invested
substantially in our port
facilities, both air and
seaports to enhance
trade,” Mr. Amory said.
“Significant investments
have been made in our
road network, enhancing
our water supply system
and revolutionizing our
housing program to
improve the quality of
life of our people.”

The Premier pointed out
that one of the most
important topics in the
budget is the creation of
jobs.

“There is no doubt that
the progress of our econ-
omy must be led by the
progress of our people,”
Mr. Amory explained.
“At the forefront of this
new era must be job cre-
ation. The annual
employment data as
released by the St.
Christopher and Nevis
Social Security Board
showed that the average

number of persons
employed on Nevis up to
June 2016 stood at 5,456
as compared to the 5,382
persons employed for the
same period in 2015.
This indicates that there
was a 1.4% growth in the
average number of
employed persons in
2016 relative to 2015.

The Premier gave details
about domestic economic
performance, including
fiscal performance dur-
ing 2015 and 2016, per-
formance of the Value
Added Tax and the status
of the public debt.

He described new pro-
grams and initiatives
emphasizing entrepre-
neurship through skills
development. These
include development of
information technology
capabilities including
development of informa-
tion technology capabili-
ties; tourism; agriculture;
financial services; small
business development;
private sector foreign
direct investment; infra-
structure development;
renewable energy devel-
opment; and crime fight-
ing and security.

“As we embrace the past
we must also project the
future,” he said. “This
new 2017 budget period
presents an excellent
opportunity for my party
and government to con-
tinue to shape the destiny
of our people. We must
prepare ourselves to
embrace change, to craft
a new direction and to
face the future with
renewed confidence. We

must work toward repo-
sitioning ourselves as we
seek to capitalize on the
tremendous opportuni-
ties while confronting the
challenges that lie ahead
of us. It is through our
vision, our policies and
the subsequent program
through entrepreneur-
ship, coupled with har-
nessing and developing
of the skills of our people
that we will reposition

our island’s economy
over the short term and
into the future.”

Mr. Amory said these
goals are achievable by
achieving economic suc-
cess in the medium term.
He said a structural
reform agenda will focus
on economic diversifica-
tion, improved business
environment and contin-
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Entrepreneurship, Job Creation Play Major Role in
Premier Amory’s 2017 Budget

Premier of Nevis Hon. Vance Amory during his
2017 Budget Address



This week Prince Harry
started his second official
visit to the Caribbean.
Importantly, he’ll be
commemorating World
AIDS Day on December
1 with us here in the
region.

Prince Harry is among
the new guard of global
HIV ambassadors. In
July he took to Facebook
Live to do an HIV test.
More than two million
people watched as he
confessed to being ner-
vous before having his
finger pricked. There
was a surge in HIV test-
ing in the United
Kingdom as a result. The
following week the
prince travelled to the
International AIDS
Conference in Durban
where he advocated on
behalf of young people
living with HIV, urging
the global community
not to become compla-
cent.

This visibility is critical
at a time that the world
has made a commitment
to end AIDS by 2030 as
part of the Sustainable
Development Goals.
That target isn’t as far-
fetched as it sounds,
especially for the
Caribbean. We now have
the tools to achieve epi-
demic control. We must
ensure that people living
with HIV know their sta-
tus early and get on treat-
ment early. The earlier a
person living with HIV is
diagnosed and starts
treatment, the sooner his
viral load can be reduced
to levels that nearly elim-
inate the risk of passing
the virus on to someone
else. At the same time,
targeted work must con-

tinue to prevent new
infections and safeguard
the human rights of peo-
ple infected with, and
affected by, HIV.

To achieve this we are
going to have to address
our challenges with laser
focus. We should ask
ourselves, who is cur-
rently being left behind?
In much of the
Caribbean, one of the
answers to that question
is: ‘men’. In several
countries including
Antigua and Barbuda,
Barbados, Guyana and
St. Lucia, the HIV epi-
demic is male dominat-
ed. Men are more likely
to take risks and less
likely to get tested early.
They too often go to the
doctor only when their
health is in serious
decline and by that time
they would have infected
others.

According to a 2016

Trinidad and Tobago
report, while more
females than males are
showing up to get tested,
more males are testing
positive. In Belize two
of every three HIV-relat-
ed deaths in 2015 were
among males. In
Barbados men have even
been designated a key
population by the
National HIV/AIDS
Commission. They con-
stitute two-thirds of
AIDS diagnoses and
more than 70% of related
deaths.

But men often don’t
think of themselves as
being at risk. While in
many Caribbean coun-
tries there are concentrat-
ed, often explosive, HIV
epidemics among certain
vulnerable groups, trans-
mission rates among gen-
eral populations are also
relatively high. For
example, a 2012 Jamaica
study found that while
men who have sex with
men would account for
one-third of new HIV
infections, more than
half of all new cases
would be among hetero-
sexuals in monogamous
relationships and those
having casual sex.

This week UNAIDS
released its 2016 World
AIDS Day report which
urges stakeholders to
address the HIV vulnera-
bility people face at dif-
ferent points in their
lives. The report notes
that throughout the world
HIV programmes are
failing to engage men.
We know that cultural
norms about masculinity
lead men to take more
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Dr César Núñez
UNAIDS Latin America
and Caribbean Regional
Support Team Director

@CesrNunez

Her appointment made headlines, probably because she, Mrs
Byron Nisbett is the third woman in the legislative body of govern-
ment; and brings to 4 the number of women in the House. For as
long as we can recall, we have always had women in our post-
Independence Parliament, starting with the Hon Constance
Mitcham. But Mrs Byron Nisbett’s appointment is double barrelled
in that she also represents youth. We truly hope that she will
make Parliament a gentler, better, more refined place.

As early as 2005, the report of the assessment mission of the
Commonwealth highlighted that there is under-involvement of
women in the top levels of the political environment because they
fear discrimination and hate the gender based rhetoric which den-
igrates and ridicules them. Yet women are over-represented in
political parties and in the electoral process. Besides, they never
seem to survive in politics as long as the men do (except for Ms
Mitcham).

The Commonwealth continues to be concerned about this phe-
nomenon not only in St Kitts & Nevis but in the entire Caribbean
region and there is an on-going project to address this matter.
This follows an earlier, largely unsuccessful project by the United
Nations.

The number of women in positions of leadership in our Federation
is cause for deep study and reflection. Of 18 persons who sit in
Parliament in St Kitts, 4 are female. That is about 27%. In the
Nevis Island Assembly, that ratio is 22%. Of the 25 Permanent
/Cabinet Secretaries across the federation, 23% are women
although 59% of all government employees are female. Of the 11
financial institutions, only one has a woman in charge. Also, of the
major corporations and statutory bodies in the Federation, few
have women in charge.

The inability of women to reach the top was famously referred to
as the glass ceiling by the Wall Street Journal. The American pub-
lic has shown how difficult it can be to shatter, and it is still large-
ly in existence here. The question therefore for Mrs Byron Nisbett,
Ms Marcella Liburd, Ms Wendy Phipps, Mrs Hazel Brandy
Williams, all of whom are sitting parliamentarians is this: will you
join forces to wreck that ceiling or will it be “nasty” business as
usual?

According to the new kid on the block, it will not. Women have
already come a long way from the barefoot and pregnant syn-
drome of yesteryear, but they still have a long way to go. We wish
Byron Nisbett and all the others well.

Editorial
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By Monique Washington

Teaching children to love and respect
dogs can help them to be able to love
and respect others according to Janice
and Dan Jenson who have just begun
Nevis’ first animal welfare education
program at Cades Bay called the
“Barking Lot Cafe.”

The Jensen’s opened The Barking Lot
last Sunday in Cade’s Bay. On
Wednesday, Janice Jenson told The
Observer they previously established
the largest animal welfare education
program in Hong Kong. The program-
reached 7.3 million people. She hopes
that the program will affect Nevisians
in a positive way.

Janice outlined what the program
intends to do.

“We know if we teach children how to
be loving, kind and respectful to ani-
mals it has a very holistic approach in
which they learn to be loving, kind and
respectful to each other,” Jenson
explained. “We teach children, kinder-
garten through 12th grade. We have a
‘Love, Kindness, and Respect Program.
If they are in kindergarten we teach a
certain way. If they are in 12th grade
we teach another way. We adjust the
classes based on the overall age experi-
ence of the students.”

The program is opened to private and
public primary and high school stu-
dents and invites them to make appoint-
ments to visit and be educated about
understanding dogs.

“Now we are a destination,” Jenson
said. “We are a field trip where schools
can bring the kids in. We have multi-
media, PowerPoint™, videos, work-
sheets, indoor and outdoor space. There
are many ways to learn.

She said what makes the program
“extra special” is that it is always
taught with a“therapy dog.”

“A therapy dog is specially identified
for their skills and being able to be in
any situation and not react badly,” she
explained.

Currently two therapy dogs being used,
a female from Hong Kong and a
Nevisian dog named “Ninja.”

She pointed out the classes are interac-
tive. “We show children that animals
have feelings, you have feelings. We
teach how to look at dogs and under-
stand how they are feeling. We teach

the signs frustra-
tion, anger and
fear. After they
become sensi-
tive to the ani-
mals they
i n s t a n t l y
become more
aware of each
other’s feel-
ings.”

Jenson said the
program is free
with volunteers
helping to run it.
She said they

operate a small retail shop that sells
supplies and other items for animals
and a coffee shop. All proceeds are
used to fund the educational program as

well as provide gifts to the students.
The retail shop is open Monday,
Wednesday and Saturday.

“We know that by working with the
kids we send really positive messages
and we consistently do this throughout
their schooling so that it will become a
part of them,” she said.

Jensen said it is important tourist know
that positive things are happening on
the island with dogs and not “all bad
things.”

“We are not saying you have to love
animals. That is not what this about. It
is about being kind, gentle and sensi-
tive to the feeling of others. If they can
do it with a dog they can do it with each
other,” Jensen concluded.
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Couple Uses Dogs to Teach Children to
be Kind, Loving and Respectful



By a staff writer

“Our economy, like
many other countries, is
highly synchronized to
the global market, with
volatilities and boom in
the world market impact-
ing negatively or posi-
tively on the local econo-
my,” Hon. Vance Amory,
Premier of Nevis and
Minister of Finance in
the Nevis Island Admin-
istration told the Nevis
Island Assembly in his
2017 budget address.
The Premier presented
budget details during
Wednesday meetings of
the Nevis Island
Assembly chaired by
President Hon. Farrell

Smithen in the chambers
at Hamilton House in
Charlestown.

The 2017 budget,
Appropriation Ordinance
(2017) 2016 “A revital-
ization of Skills
Development and
Entrepreneurship for
Economic Success,”
summarizes recurrent
and capital expenditures
in 2017.

The Global Economic
Outlook 2016 shows that
growth prospects for the
global economy continue
to be slower than earlier
predicted. The Confer-
ence Board outlook for
global economic growth

remains modest at 2.2
percent in 2016 but pro-
jected to increase to 2.6
percent in 2017.

The minister of Finance
said the EURO zone con-
tinues to see modest
growth in 2016 despite
increased political ten-
sions among its partners.
The short-term economic
environment in Europe is
relatively favourable
compared to other
mature economies.
Investment and produc-
tivity are projected to
improve marginally
paving the way for some
growth towards the end
of the decade.

“Our economic success
in the upcoming fiscal
period will no doubt be
directly affected by the
progress in these major
economies,” Mr. Amory
explained. “We must
however be cautiously
optimistic. In the Report
from the last Article IV
IMF mission to St. Kitts
and Nevis which con-
cluded on July 8, 2016,
the Executive Board con-
cluded that we will con-
tinue to maintain a
favourable macroeco-
nomic performance and a
broadly stable financial
system.

“Our economy continued
its strong growth at

around 5 percent, record-
ing the strongest growth
in the region over 2013-
2015. This strong
growth has been under-
pinned by construction,
driven by the
C i t i z e n s h i p - b y -
Investment program and
activities of the tourism
sector.”

The minister said the
National fiscal position
remained in surplus, but
weakened slightly com-
pared to previous years,
owing to a slowdown in
CBI receipts and the
impact of the 2014-2015
VAT and Import Duty
e x e m p t i o n s .
Notwithstanding, he said
the debt-to-GDP ratio
continued its impressive
downward trajectory and
is projected to reach the
ECCU’s 60 percent tar-
get in 2017, well ahead
of the other countries in
the currency union.

“Our medium-term out-
look is positive, but
remains dependent on
developments in CBI
inflows.” Amory said.
“Growth is expected to
be moderate at 3.5 per-
cent in 2016 and 3 per-
cent, on average over the
medium term.

Selected achievements

“My administration con-
tinues to work tirelessly
in the interest of the peo-
ple of Nevis. The
Minister said. He cited
current fiscal year activi-
ties of note:

Continued to create addi-
tional fiscal space in
2015/2016 resulting in
annual incremental
increases in government
revenues and an average
economic growth of 3.0
percent is projected for
the next year despite pro-
jected external economic
challenges;

Gained increased access
to the resources of the
SIDF for funding capital
projects on Nevis in the
amount of $11.16 mil-
lion;

Continued to receive an
equitable share of
resources from the pro-
cessing fees under
Citizenship by
Investment program in
the amount of $15.0 mil-
lion;

Completed rehabilitation
work on 2800 square
metres of runway at the
airport, procured new

Air-traffic communica-
tion systems at the
Control Tower and pro-
cured various pieces of
equipment for the Long
Point Port;

Completed the rehabilita-
tion works at Hanley’s
Road;

Commenced renovation
works at the Government
House at Bath Plain;

Commenced preparatory
work for the Diagnostic
Wing at the Alexandra
Hospital;

Commissioned the Hot
Meal Programme at the
Joycelyn Liburd Primary
School;

Completed expansion
work at the Abattoir and
Veterinary clinic;

Carried out extensive
work at the Bath Stream
and the Artisan Village to
improve our tourism
product; and

Procured one (1) 2.5
mega-watts generating
set for the Prospect
Power Station at a cost of
$931,500.00;

Domestic economic per-
formance

The minister said a criti-
cal objective of his
administration over the
last 3 years has been that
of maintaining sustained
economic growth and
development. In an
uncertain global econo-
my, one in which we
occupy a small space, we
believe it is important to
shore up our social and
economic environment
by implementing an
effective revenue collec-
tion system while under-
taking investment in var-
ious areas of the econo-
my that will spur eco-
nomic growth.

In 2015 total revenue
amounted to $158.86
million with current rev-
enue generating to
$133.86 million and the
remaining $25.0 million
being the share for Nevis
from the CBI Program
received form the
Federal Government. Tax
revenue accounted for
75.20 percent of current
revenue, whilst non-tax
revenue accounted for
24.80 percent. Of the tax
revenue, the ValueAdded
Tax (VAT) accounted for
24.80 percent of the cur-
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By a staff writer

Education and long-term
tourist investment were
discussed last week by
St. Kitts and Nevis Prime
Minister Dr. the
Honourable Timothy
Harris during meetings
with Qatar government
officials during a visit to
Doha, Qatar.

Dr. Harris also described
economic and cultural
relations with eastern
Caribbean nations with
Qatar Prime Minister and
Minister of Interior,
H.R.H. Sheikh Abdullah
bin Nasser bin Khalifa
Al-Thani; H.E. Sheikh
Faisal Bin Qassim Al-
Thani, a leading Qatar
businessman and hotel
owner; and H.E. Dr.
Hamad Bin Abdulaziz
Al-Kawari, a diplomat
and statesman who
advises the Amiri Diwan
(Royal Palace of Qatar).
Al-Kawari is Qatar’s
candidate for UNESCO
Director-General.

Prime Minister Harris
told Dr. Al-Kawari he
welcomed the new
friendship being fostered
with Qatar as a small,
economically and politi-
cally influential Arab
region country.

Dr. Harris said both
states share similar
developmental concerns,
notably in prioritizing
education and long-term
tourism investment as a
basis for their future
prosperity. He added that
both countries share
many commonalities on
a policy development
level in education,
tourism, prestigious hotel
development and her-
itage.

In response, Dr. Al-
Kawari concurred with

Dr. Harris that St. Kitts
and Nevis’ development
policies provide a strong
basis for sustainable eco-
nomic and social well-
being.

The prime minister,
accompanied by H.E. Dr.
David Doyle, the
Federation’s Ambassador
to UNESCO based in
Paris, and Justin Kareem
Hawley, the Federation’s
Consul General in Dubai,
visited Prime Minister of
Qatar, HRH Sheikh
Abdullah bin Nasser bin
Khalifa Al-Thani. Both
heads of state reinforced
a desire to collaborate in
economic, education and
citizenship investment
sectors.

“Our government is com-
mitted to building long-
term relationships with
vibrant states such as
Qatar, as part of our out-

reach strategy encom-
passing engagement at
both bilateral and multi-
lateral levels in the
framework of the South-
South Dialogue,” Dr.
Harris explained.

The prime minister
underlined challenges
and opportunities facing
small states like St. Kitts
and Nevis in “diversify-
ing economic activity
towards sustainable
tourism focused on the
provision of high-grade
hotel and resort proper-
ties that are attractive to
the high-net worth clien-
tele, as well as exploring
areas such as leading
edge medical tourism in
a more discreet setting.”

HRH Sheikh Al-
Thani agreed with Dr.
Harris’ vision.

“As small nations, we
can together identify

mutually rewarding pro-
jects that add value for
citizens,” Dr. Harris con-
cluded.

Prime Minister Harris
expressed his support for
the Qatar Dr. Al-Kawari,

as a candidate for
UNESCO Director-
General. He has been a
prominent, long-standing
diplomat, and formerly
Qatar’s Minister of
Culture, Arts and
Heritage.

“Dr. Al-Kawari is a capa-
ble and qualified candi-
date for this post at a
time of great challenges
facing UNESCO,” Dr.
Harris explained.
“We welcome his innov-
ative approach to the
reforms needed at
UNESCO and the need,
in particular, for work
programmes targeting
the concerns and the
specificities of small-
island developing
states. A focus on the
elaboration and applica-
tion of UNESCO’s core
expertise and its applica-
tion in fields of science,
education and culture are
critical for us.”

Dr. Al-Kawari said the
position as UNESCO
Director-General is a
challenging role. Having
already served as Qatar’s
Ambassador to the
Organization in the
1980s, Dr. Al-Kawari
said he was reminded to
think in terms of the
smallest Member States’
priorities and of the fact
that small island devel-
oping states (SIDS) need
more granular levels of
assistance than others.
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Left to right: H.E. Sheikh Faisal Bin Qassim Al-Thani, Chairman of Al-Faisal Holding; Prime Minister Dr. the
Honourable Timothy Harris, and Sheikh Mohammad Bin Faisal Al-Thani, Vice Chairman of Al-Faisal Holding.

Prime Minister Harris in Qatar to Build Economic Relations



By Monique Washington

The Nevis Reformation
Party’s slate has official-
ly been completed after
the grand launch on
Saturday of its St.
James’s candidate Virgil
Browne.

Mr. Browne, who
revealed to the Observer
months prior that he was
“more of a yes than a no”
to be a candidate, con-
firmed his intentions as
the candidate for the
NRP in front of his fami-
ly, friends and supporters
of the party at the
Franklin Browne
Community Center on
Saturday.

At the launch Browne
disclosed his dissatisfac-
tion with the way St.
James has been treated
by the Concerned
Citizens Movements rep-
resentatives over the past
20 years.

“After 20 years of St.
James Parish showing
their loyalty for the
Concerned Citizens
Movement what do the
residents of St. James
have to show for it?” he

said. “There is high
crime and no police sta-
tion in the largest parish
in Nevis. A medical
school which is the best
thing that they have done
but it has not expanded to
a capacity to support the
many rental homes that I
see are empty in this
area.

“Then there is Candy
Resort which started out
as a hotel but will essen-
tially be dorms directly
competing with rental
homes. Where is the
Jetty and storage area for
New Castle fishermen?
Where are the 500 jobs?
We have been lied to,
used, disrespected and
taken advantage of and it
has to stop.”

Browne vowed to bring a
positive change to the
people of St. James once
elected in the next Nevis
Island Administration
elections.

His candidacy came after
the NRP amended its
constitution which will
not allow nominees to be
nominated in a Federal
election. This amend-
ment was one of four the

leader made to his party’s
constitution. The Hon.

Patrice Nisbett is the
only member in the NRP

to hold a Federal seat and
makes him unable,

according to his party’s
constitution, to contest
an NIA seat.

The NRP’s leader Hon
Joseph Parry expressed
his displeasure with
CCM representative
receiving salaries from
both NIA and Federal
Government. The leader
found fault in two elected
government ministers in
Nevis holding elected
federal government posi-
tions in St. Kitts and
claiming two different
salaries.

According to the amend-
ment “Once you are a
member of the Nevis
Island Assembly you
cannot be nominated to
contest the Federal elec-
tion. Also, once you are
a Federal parliamentari-
an you cannot be the can-
didate for the Nevis
Island Assembly,” Parry
stated.

The next Nevis Island
Administration election
is due in 2018.
Newcomer Browne will
face CCM’s Alexis
Jeffers. CCM has never
lost its seat in St. James.
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The Nevis Reformation Party’s candidate for St. James Virgil Browne



By Loshaun Dixon

The Park Hyatt St. Kitts-
Christophe Harbour
Training Programme was
announced between the
Park Hyatt Hotel and
Clarence Fitzroy Bryant
College (CFBC) to train,
finance scholarships and
provide future employ-
ment for CFBC hospital-
ity students.

Mohammed Asaria, vice
chairman of Range
Developments and man-
ager of construction at
the Park Hyatt St. Kitts,
explained during a cere-
mony on Tuesday
evening at CFBC’s main
campus that the agree-
ment provides long-term
economic to the
Federation for genera-
tions.

Asaria suggested the
partnership and opening
of the hotel will provide
many long-term benefits
to the Federation. He
said the partnership is the
result of planning for
more than a year by hotel
and school representa-
tives to develop a pro-
gram to benefit CFBC
hospitality students and
prepare them with the
required skills necessary
to sustain the tourism
sector.

Asaria said the partner-
ship will result in 350
permanent employment
opportunities within the
hotel’s ongoing opera-
tions, the ongoing taxes
created by the hotel and
enhancing the islands
tourism product with the
opening of Park Hyatt’s
first Caribbean location
in St. Kitts.

“All of these factors will

result in a different type
of tourist visiting St.
Kitts and Nevis after the
hotel opens,” Asaria
explained. “We have
interacted with the CFBC
hospitality school for a
year and would like to
acknowledge the hard
work of the team. Over
the past year Range has
contributed financially to
the hospitality faculty by
sponsoring the installa-
tion of Wi-Fi. We are
also providing scholar-
ships to train culinary
students in the US. After
their training they can
return with sufficient
experience to train and
certify local students as
they come through the
ranks.”

“The training employees
receive from Hyatt prior
to and after the hotel
opens will equip team
members to become
valuable employees as
they join the Park Hyatt
family,” Asaria said.
“We provide the best
possible training by
merging classroom learn-
ing with a student’s per-
sonality to exonerate
warmth and give full
attention to our guests.

“We will provide stu-
dents with the know-
how, in return we need
your spirit, enthusiasm
and dedication,” he said.
“We would have failed
our collective responsi-
bility if we are not
staffed with Kittitians
and Nevisians in senior
management positions
over the next few years.”

Asaria highlighted the
importance of how
tourist are treated when
they visit the federation.

“When you see a
tourist you must
recognize that
individual as
someone who is
coming to the
country to spend
his money and for
that we should
give thanks as a
c o mm u n i t y , ”
Asaria explained.
“If that individual
is cared for he
will return with
his friends and
family bringing
more money to
our island and
that money will
keep the cycles of
our economy
turning and grow-
ing. That individ-

ual should be treated like
someone visiting our
home.”

Government Minister the
Hon. Ian Patches Liburd
gave brief remarks at the
ceremony and congratu-
lated the Park Hyatt for
its efforts.

“This hospitality out-
reach is commendable
because it gives the class
of 2016 an opportunity to
transition from the class-
room into the work place
and to take the next step
on their professional
journey,” the minister
said.

He stated that students
who work hard during

their tenure at CFBC can
look forward for a just
reward upon graduation.

“Knowing that an
employer as Park Hyatt
is reaching out to these
students and again we
must commend them.”

The government minister
then highlighted the
importance of a project
such as Park Hyatt to St.
Kitts and Nevis

“This project has what I
called a cascading effect
for the economy. It actu-
ally touches the grass-
roots economy in St.
Kitts and Nevis. The taxi
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By Monique Washington

Two Nevis’ public high
schools have produced
three of St. Kitts and
Nevis 2016 most out-
standing Caribbean
Secondary Education
Certificate (CSEC) stu-
dents, including the top
performer, 17 year old
Gingerland Secondary
passed student Rol-J
Williams.

Mr. Williams of the
Gingerland High School,
Ronicia Liburd o
Charlestown Secondary
and Anneka Ferguson of
Gingerland High School
were named the top three
students according to
their performance in the
CSEC exams.

The CSEC Examinations
had 1,458 subject entries,
out of which 1399 sub-
jects were actually writ-

ten. There were 1,115
passes, giving Nevis an
80 percent pass rate this
year.

According to a press
release issued by the St
Christopher and Nevis
Ministry of Education,
Youth and Sports and
Culture, Williams passed
17 subjects including
Mathematics, Human and
Social Biology, English
A, English B, Principle of
Accounts, Principle of
Business, Food and
Nutrient, Physics, Office
Administration, Biology,
Chemistry, History,
Economics, Preparation
and Management,
Electronic Document,
Social Studies, French
and Geography, all with
distinction.

“This has produced the
most outstanding perfor-
mance overall in the May
-June in the Caribbean
Secondary Education
Certificate (CSEC) exam-
inations for St. Kitts and
Nevis,” the release read.

Williams is the only stu-
dent who sat 17 subjects

during the May-June sit-
ting of the examination.
An aspiring neurosur-
geon, Williams graduated
from Gingerland High
School in November and
is now studying at the
Sixth form College in
Charlestown.

Williams was described
to the Observer by passed
Principal Ermileta Elliott
as “motivated, focused
and hardworking”

The press release also
announced a tie between
first runner up for the
most outstanding perfor-
mance in the CSEC
exams in the federation in
the form of Ronicia
Liburd of the
Charlestown secondary
school and Rikki Blake
Brooks of the Basseterre
High School in St. Kitts.
Both students sat 11 sub-
jects passing all with dis-
tinctions.

Anneka Furguson of
Gingerland High School
was named Second run-
ner up. She sat eleven
subjects passing eleven
with distinctions.
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By Loshaun Dixon

Basseterre, St. Kitts-
The dangers experienced
while driving along Old
Road Bay may soon be
alleviated with govern-
ment set to address the
matter in the near future.

Minister of Public infra-
structure and Transpor-
tation the Hon. Ian
‘Patches Liburd in an
interview with The
Observer spoke about
plans to alleviate issues
on the troubled thorough-
fare.

“The Old Road Bay
artery is also critical and
part of the island main
road and we can’t have
that situation which has
been like that for 20
years,” he said. “Cars
have driven over Old
Road Bay and people
have died across Old
Road Bay because rocks
slipping but that is criti-
cal for us and we are
going to focus on that in
the island main road
development.”

Mr. Liburd disclosed that
addressing the issue
would be represented in
the budget estimates of
2017 and stated that three
solutions are under con-
sideration.

“It will be included in
our capital expenditure
estimates. We have three
option that we are look-
ing at right now. One is
partially benching the

area so we can stop the
rock fall. There is anoth-
er option where we can
go over the hill but that
will be a very expensive
exercise. The other
option is to reclaim some
land seaward and move
the road further into sea
but that too is a bit exor-
bitant,” he said.

“We are currently finalis-
ing which option but I
just suspect we will use
the partial benching
option.”

Liburd also announced
plans to resurface the
entire island main road
on St. Kitts.

“What we are doing
come the next fiscal year
is we are focusing on the
Island Main road which
would be done in phases
we would start with the
technical designs
because it is my under-
standing that the island
main road has not been
resurfaced in 15 years
and that is not good for
us as a government,” he
said.

He added that experts
have informed that an
asphalt road has a life
span of eight years and
the process will start with
the procurement of tech-
nical assistance.

“The island main road
would cost somewhere in
the region of $120M so
we would have to be very
cautious in terms of

expending that kind of
monies but it will be
money well spent,” he
said. “The view is to
stagger it over a three
year period so come next
year it will be dealing
with designs and other
technical assistance
being procured so by
2018-2019 we should be
able to go right around.”

For years rock fall in Old
Road Bay continues to be
an ongoing problem for
commuters especially

during rainy conditions
that forces loose rocks to
fall in the path of on-

going traffic. Along with
the rock fall many
motorists have driven off

the road and ended up in
the sea.

LOCAL NEWS Page 11The St. Kitts-Nevis Observer. Frid ay December 2, 2016

Government to Address
Dangerous Traffic Issues

at Old Road Bay

Minister of Public infrastructure and Transportation
the Hon. Ian ‘Patches Liburd

Fallen rocks and debris on Old Road Bay (file photo)



By Loshaun Dixon

Basseterre, St. Kitts-Park Hyatt St.
Kitts is on course for opening in the
first half of 2017 after officials con-
firmed 90 percent of the project is com-
pleted.

Park Hyatt St. Kitts, which will form an
integral part of the Christophe Harbour
community, broke ground in 2013 and
for the most part had been quietly
developed at Banana Bay on the South
East Peninsula.

Speaking at a media event on Tuesday,

General Manager of Park Hyatt St.
Kitts Julian Moore said they are on
course to open the five star hotel in
the spring of 2017.

“We are on track to open imminently
probably in the spring time,” he said.
“The exact date we are going to keep
you guessing on that one but it is def-
initely imminent and we are excited
to be here.”

Mr. Moore disclosed that they have
already had done multiple community
outreach initiatives in order to intro-
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By Monique Washington

Easu Slack, the man who allegedly
attacked Michael Perkins, the
Speaker of the National Assembly, is
said to be “mentally unfit” at this time
and will stand trial at a later date for
the crime.

The Observer was informed by Police
Prosecutor Eurita Percival that Slack
was scheduled on Nov. 18 to face the
Magistrate Yasmine Clarke at the
Magistrate’s Court in Charlestown. A
mental evaluation determined he was
unable to face the magistrate at the
time. Slack’s case was subsequently
pushed to a later time which has not
been announced.

Slack faces charges of Battery and
Using threaten language towards
Perkins. The incident took place May
21 when Slack allegedly attacked and
beat Speaker Perkins. The attack
took place less than 10 feet from the
Charlestown Police Station’s door.
The speaker received minor injuries.
After the incident, Slack was admit-
ted to the J. N. France General
Hospital Psychiatric Ward in St. Kitts,
where he is “receiving treatment”
under police custody before being
remanded to Her Majesty’s Prison.

Slack has since been granted bail.

In an unrelated case, Allen Broadbelt
has been sentenced to another three
years jail sentence to his already
existing jail time.

Broadbelt was charged with stealing
drills and compressors valued at
EC$1,869 from Kemoy Hobson of
Marion Heights on Nov. 11-12. He
was also charged with stealing power
saws and a gas tank valued at EC$
1091.12 from Errol Blake of Marion
Heights around Nov. 11-12, 2015. He
pleaded guilty to the charges.

On Tuesday, Broadbelt asked
Magistrate Clarke for leniency and
asked her to impose a non-custodial
sentence.

“I have been learning my lesson in
prison” Broadbelt told the court.

Magistrate Clarke convicted
Broadbelt for the thefts and sentenced
him to three years each theft. The sen-
tences are to run concurrently.
Broadbelt still faces other stealing
and larceny charges that he will face
in upcoming Magistrate and High
courts.
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By Loshaun Dixon

Basseterre, St. Kitts-Six
time calypso monarch,
former soca monarch and
road march champion of
St. Kitts and Nevis now
turned Parliamentarian,
the Hon. Konris
Maynard has confirmed
to the Observer that he
will not be competing for
Sugar Mas 45 despite
being registered for
Senior Calypso
Monarch.

Speculation was rife in
the local media as to
whether Mr. Maynard
would return to the
calypso stage this year
after it revealed he had
registered.

In an exclusive interview
with The Observer,
Maynard who is the cur-
rent Parliamentary Rep-
resentative for Cons-
tituency 3, confirmed he
had registered but will
not compete.

“I am not competing in
the national calypso
competition. A lot of
folks have been asking
me this question perhaps
because I registered as I
do every year just in
case,” he said. “This
year I don’t think the just
in case came and so I
would be sitting on the
side lines in terms of
competition.”

He added that he thought
of contributing a song to
the festivities but was
uncertain whether he will
do still.

“I would have liked to
contribute in music but I
don’t know if I would get
that done,” he said.
“Still, next year will
make five years since I
competed last so that a
good anniversary to
either come back or do
something big.”

Maynard stated that if he
does not release a song
he would most likely
maintain a low profile for
the remainder of
Carnival.

“Although I am a per-
former I am also very
shy,” he stated. “I am
always very low key. I
will be just attending the
events and be on the
side-lines and you won’t
see me be jumping and
whining in the parade
because I am just too shy
to do that.”

The opposition Member
of Parliament was also
asked about what he
thought about how he is
anticipating Carnival for
this year.

“To be honest it does not
seem as exciting as it
usually is. I have taken a
glimpse of the schedule
but Carnival over the
past two years have been
surrounded with a num-
ber of controversies all
surrounding the particu-
lar gentleman who is the
chairman,” he said.

He urged the Carnival
Chair to try and work out
their kinks in an effort to
keep the Carnival spirit

alive.

“It seems that what he is
involved with seems to
always have some issue,”
Maynard declared. “I
hope in the interest of the
revellers and those who
come to participate in
Carnival all of those nig-
gles get worked out and
that people understand
that Carnival is bigger
than them and it is a cul-
tural festival for people
to have a good time and
put personal things and
politics out of Carnival.”

Maynard has won six
Senior Calypso Monarch
titles in six attempts
including an unprece-
dented four times in a
row in his first four
attempts from 2005-
2008.

He took a two year sab-
batical from the calypso
stage but in 2010 was
successful in conquering
the soca monarch with
his popular song,
‘Uunstoppable Force.’
That same year he was
able to upset the odds
and capture the road
march title.

In 2011 and 2012 he
returned to the calypso
arena and went on to win
those titles.

In 2013 Maynard was
announced as the St.
Kitts and Nevis Labour
Party’s candidate for
Constituency 3 and even-
tually contested and won
his seat in the 2015 elec-
tions.
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LOCAL NEWS

By Loshaun Dixon

Minister of Health
Eugene Hamilton has
cleared the air on the
subject of Filipino nurses
hired by his ministry to
work at the hospital and
rejects rumours that they
are being paid larger
salaries than local nurses.

In an interview with The
Observer, Hamilton con-
firmed that they have
contracted 17 nurses
from the Philippines and
described them as “spe-
cialist nurses.”

“All of them are very
well qualified,” the min-
ister said.“Not only do
they have a first degree
they also have subse-
quent training they also
have some years of expe-
rience behind them.”

Hamilton said it became
necessary to hire addi-
tional support of nurses
because the number of
nurses that is currently
employed by the govern-
ment fall short in several
key areas.

“They are so many disci-
plines that are attractive
to our people other than
nursing,” he said. “While
it is true that people are
going into nursing, the
level of personnel needed

to be boosted.”

He added that in order
for someone to become a
nurse in St. Kitts and
Nevis they must at least
past the local exams, the
regional exams including
as well as concluding
what a mid-wifery.”

The Health Minister stat-
ed that the Filipino nurs-
es are highly trained and
qualified to do the job.
He stated that they were
on two year contracts and
that maybe renewed at
the end of the tenure.

“The Filipinos are here
on a two year contract
they are not here to be
public servants in the
true sense of the word,”
Hamilton said. “They are
not going to be eligible
for pension and gratuity
and at the end of the con-
tract they could be gone,
as well as they could be
renewed.”

He rejected public claims
that state the imported
nurses were receiving
larger salaries and signif-
icantly better benefits
than the home-grown
nurses.

“As a result of them
being on contract they
are not entitled to incre-
ments,” he said/ “When

it comes to the ordinary
people who are here
nursing when they get
engaged by the govern-
ment they are appointed
by the public service.”

He said that when one is
appointed by the public
service they are then
placed into a particular
salary scale in which
they qualify.

“For example if you have
a degree you get into a
scale between K-33 and
K-38 and each year once
you are properly evaluat-
ed you get an increment
once you deserve an
increment,” Hamilton
said. “That is not so for
the Filipinos.”

The Health Minister
added that the tenure of
the local nurses and what
is paid to them far
exceeds what is paid to
the Filipinos because that
is just a short term mea-
sure.

“You cannot treat per-
sons on contract and per-
sons and persons on full
time employment the
same way, they are two
different categories but
they are not being paid
anything higher.”
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By Loshaun Dixon

Basseterre, St. Kitts-St.
Kitts and Nevis were
recently named the most
dynamic country world-
wide at the World
Information Society
Report Launch, where
the annual information
and communications
technology (ICT)
Development Index
country rankings had the
Federation moving 20
spots.

The ranking is a compos-
ite measurement that
ranks 175 countries
according to their level
of ICT access, use and
skills. The Republic of
Korea was ranked the top
country while St. Kitts
and Nevis moved from a
ranking of 54 to 34 the
most by any nation.

In an interview with
members of the media
Attorney General and
Minister of Information
Technology the Hon.
Vincent Byron boasted of
the achievements by the
Federation at the sympo-
sium.

“I have just returned
from Botswana where I
attended the 14th World
Information Society
Report Launch. It is a
symposium that had
countries from all over
the world and over the
last year they have mea-
sured the ranking of 175
countries. St. Kitts and
Nevis for 2015-2016 has
been ranked the most
dynamic country in the
world,” he said.

He disclosed that St.
Kitts and Nevis had
received two awards at
the events, one based on

rankings and the other
based on the value of the
ICT activities per capita.

“This is a major accom-
plishment by this coun-
try. What it does mean is
that our economy is so
dynamic that average cit-
izens are now using ICTs
in terms of cell phones,
fix lines and broadband
more than other countries
in the region. It says that
this country has far
greater access to these
devices and use of infor-
mation in society,” he
said.

Mr. Byron stated that the
Federation’s ranking was
ahead of all the countries
in the Caribbean and was
third in the wider
Americas.

“In terms of the
Americas…St. Kitts and
Nevis comes just behind
the United States and
Canada.”

The government minister
indicated the award was
an achievement of signif-
icance for the people and
it validates the whole
concept of our economic
activity.

“It is a remarkable
achievement all of us
should be proud of about
just in terms of the
investments made by the
service providers
because they can rely on
the strength of our econ-
omy by the government
as well who has poured
significant monies over
the last 12 months into
this sector,” he said.

Bryon also pledged to
solidify the Federation’s
recent technological
accomplishments and

identified the National
ICT Centre to be opened
in 2017 next year as
another avenue for
growth in the technologi-
cal field.

“We have spent some
significant money in the
National ICT Centre that
should be opened in
February next year. We
are going to be moving
forward aggressively to
ensure we not only main-
tain This lead we have
shown but we build on it
from strength to strength.
We are the envy of a lot
of countries world-
wide,” he stated.

Byron also explained
how St. Kitts and Nevis

could become more
developers stating the

new ICT centre will be
for training to give certi-

fication to a wide range
of applications

“It will need an innova-
tion centre that we will
hope will have training in
apps development. It
will also be home to an
incubation facility where
small businesses can
come and develop to
allow them to be
involved in apps and the
creation of content so
that we not only down-
load but upload as well,”
he said.

“We hope to be the cata-
lyst over the next couple
of years to launch an
information society in St.
Kitts and Nevis that we
hope will be involved.”

LOCAL NEWS
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By Loshaun Dixon

Basseterre, St. Kitts-The Soca
Monarch Semi-finalists have been
selected after 29 groovy acts and 17
power acts took the stage across two
evenings on Thursday and Friday last
week in the first ever on stage elimina-
tion for the soca monarch competition.

The first night of competition saw 16
artistes and nine socas taking the stage
and though a small crowd gathered for
the show the artiste brought their A
game as they aimed for a spot on the
stage on December 9th for the Semi-

Finals.

With a small crowd on hand the artistes
adopted a strategy in support of each
other to stand in front of the stage and
dance to each other’s performances to
help satisfy the crowd response criteri-
on

On Thursday evening one of the top
performances came from Rucas H.E in
the groovy category as he performed
his popular tune ‘Sway’. Dressed in a
dashiki Rucas H.E’s afro soca rendition
had the small audience really engaged
and singing along to his presentation.

Also standing out in the groovy on
night one was KT who performed
‘Loose Me’ and Shanna who did
‘International Girl’.

The power section featured many top
performers such as Stadics, Foxy, for-
mer Power Monarch Take Over and
veteran calypsonian King Lala.
However the top performance in that
category on the first evening went to
LAX and KT who dropped their jumpy
collaboration ‘Big Truck’ and had the
audience running from left to right and
waiving rags throughout the perfor-
mance.

Night two on Friday evening saw an
additional 13 groovy and eight power
artistes gracing the stage with a few
shock performances.

In the groovy section the upset came
through Jeezy Sparta who eventually
finished on top of the groovy standing
with his relatively unknown tune
“Bududup”. However another standout
performance came from Dejour per-
forming one of the most popular tunes
for Sugar Mas with don’t ‘Don’t Care’
and injected life into the proceedings
early in the evening.

The second shock came when Lil Miss
Attitude came out in front of the power
category after with an energetic perfor-
mance and also had a relatively
unknown tune but that did not limit her
performance.

Other acts on Friday included Fantastic
Thunder, X- man, Eazi, Vybz among
others.

On Saturday the National Carnival
committee announced 18 groovy Semi-
Finalist and 15 power semi-finalist.
The Semi Finalists are:

1. Jevon Lynch- Jeezy Sparta: 267 pts

2. Casim Pemberton- Rucas HE: 258
pts

3. Shannakay Raymond- Shanna: 254
pts

4. Delison Roper- X-Man: 251 pts

5. Jason Kyte- KT: 247 pts

6. Shakier Challenger- Vybz: 246 pts

6. Dejour Alexander- Dejour: 246 pts

7. Kenny Warner- Eazi: 244 pts

8. Marvin Lewis- DJ Woodis: 243 pts

9. Keshawn Bolus & Toriano Samuel-
Jazzbo & Tobak: 239 pts

9. Basil Prescott- Blade: 239 pts

10. Jason Mitchum- Pinocchio: 238 its

11. Wayne Phillip- Wayne P: 233 pts

12. Jared Liburd- L.A.X: 232 pts

13. Craig McDowell- C-Mac: 226 pts

14. Kenny Pollock- Fantastic Tunda:
224 pts

15. Kimara Williams- Lady Diva: 223
pts

16. Kenroy Warner- K. Warner: 222 pts

17. Danava Pereira- Foxy: 216 pts

18. Anadee Richards- Lil Miss: 215 pts

POWER

1. Anadee Richards- Lil Miss: 246 pts

2. Jarez Liburd & Jason Kyte- LAX &
KT: 242 pts

3. Delison Roper- X-Man: 241 pts

4. Wayne Phillips- Wayne P: 239 pts

5. Shakier Challenger- Vybz: 230 pts

6. Keon Prentice- Tanabal: 227 pts

6. Kenroy Pollock- Fantastic Tunda:
227 pts

7. Orin Roberts- Takeover: 220 pts

8. Shannakay Raymond- Shanna: 217
pts

9. Jarvis Jefferson- Stadics: 203 pts

10. Danava Pereira- Foxxy: 189 pts

11. Oditio Morton- Adowah: 177 pts

12. Kyle Roberts- Daddy 2 Sec: 161 pts

13. Clement Williams- King La La: 151
pts

14. Jason Mitcham- Pinocchio: 120 pts
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LIQUOR LICENCES
ORDINANCE, 1906
SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘C’
To the Superintendent of Police

I, Marcella Smithen
Now Residing in Barnes Ghaut, in
the Village of St. Thomas do hereby
give you notice.
That it is my intention to apply on
10th Day of January next to the
District Magistrate at Charlestown
for a Liquor Licence in respect of my
Premises in Main Street in Cades
Bay, Nevis.

Date 28th day of November 2016

Signed: M Smithen

LIQUOR LICENCES
ORDINANCE, 1906
SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘C’
To the Superintendent of Police

I, Latecia Liburd
Now Residing in Hickman’s, in the
Parish of St. George’s do hereby give
you notice.
That it is my intention to apply on
5th Day of January 2017 next to the
District Magistrate at Charlestown
for a Beer Licence in respect of my
Premises in Brown Pasture, in St.
John’s, Nevis.

Date 29th day of November 2016

Signed: L Liburd

LIQUOR LICENCES
ORDINANCE, 1906
SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘C’
To the Superintendent of Police

I, Park Hyatt St. Kitts Christophe
Habour now Residing in Banana Bay
in the town of South Penninsula do
hereby give you notice.
That it is my intention to apply on
30th Day of December 2016 next to
the District Magistrate at Basseterre
for a Retail Liquor Licence in respect
of my premses in Banana Bay, South
Penninsula, St. Kitts.
Dated this 2nd day of December 2016

Signed: M. Joseph



By Monique Washington

A 2014 gun and firearms
possession charge hand-
ed to Caldre Chapman
will return to court next
year after he requested to
seek legal counsel before
proceeding.

Chapman appeared
before Magistrate
Yasmine Clarke on
Tuesday at the
Magistrate Court in
Charlestown to answer to
several charges of impor-
tation of a firearm and
ammunition and evading
customs. Chapman’s
case was set to be heard
earlier in the year but at
the time he was not on
island. His sureties
appeared and explained
to Magistrate Clarke that
Chapman was working
overseas. The Magistrate
warned the sureties to
have Chapman back on
island by a November or
they will be asked to pay
$30,000, theamount in

bail,or be sent to prison.

Chapman, whose case
was last on the list of
cases to be heard, told
the court that he needed
to seek legal representa-
tion and it would take
him some time. Police
Prosecutor Inspector
Erita Percival gave no
objections and requested
the earliest date in
January. Magistrate
Clarke set a court date
for January 10, 2017.
Chapman has two choic-
es: having his case heard
by the Magistrate Court
and being judgedsolely
by the Magistrate and
abiding by that decision;
orhe can choose to face
the High Court and be
judged by a 12-member-

jury of his peers.

In a similar case two
weeks earlier, Shantez
Mintos who faced simi-
lar gun possession
charges, pled not guilty
at the November sitting
of Eastern Caribbean
Supreme Court Nevis
Circuit Criminal Assizes.
Mintos was represented
by defense attorneys
Chesley Hamilton and
Mickia Mills. After two-
days of testimony a 12-
member jury of eight
women and four men
failedto reach an unani-
mousdecision resulting
in a hung jury.

Mintos will face a 12-
member jury again in
upcoming High Court
Criminal Assizes.
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He however noted that the Filipinos
contracts fall within the scale that local
nurses are paid.

“They are nurses who are there with the
requisite years of employment who are
above the Filipinos contract and there
will be those who are below but there is
no real disparity.”

Hamilton also commented on reports
of the $500 housing allowance being
paid to the Filipino nurses stating that
individuals who are sourced from
abroad and are contracted by govern-
ment are to be provided them with
housing.

“That has been so since colonial
times,” he said. “The government how-
ever does not have any large number of
houses to give to everyone who comes
here.”

Hamilton then responded to reports of
disgruntled nurses.

“If they have discrepancies they ought
to be remedied,” Hamilton said. “I am
not aware of any option to remedy any
disparities but if there is any disparity
that can easily be remedied.”

Also responding on the matter was
Junior Minister of State with responsi-
bility for health Senator Wendy Phipps
who claimed in anaddress to the Nation
on Tuesday evening that the matter was
being used as a political football.

“The federal government considered it

rather unfortunate that so much time
and energy has been consumed with
this issue of foreign nurses’ recruitment
which has, for the most part, been
deliberately and hypocritically slanted
to chive political advantage and dis-
gruntlement,” Phipps said.

She added that the decision to source
nurses from the Philippines is not an
uncommon practice by the govern-
ment.

“To be precise, government has been in
the practice of recruiting nurses for
years,” Phipps said. “In the past five
years alone, starting in 2011 during the
former administration a total of 27 for-
eign nurses have been hired.”

She slammed the unethical approach
by members of the civil service who
leaked a letter concerning the recruit-
ment of the nurses that was penned
back in July.

“It is an obvious lack of professional-
ism by civil servants who broke the
basic rules of workplace ethics by pub-
licizing information,” she said. “This is
an abhorrent act which should never be
condoned or tolerated in any work-
place.”

The Senator stated that where required
skills are in shortage the government
has an obligation to recruit requisite
workers to meet the growing needs of
the people.

“It takes four to five years to train spe-
cialist nurses and the necessary acade-
mic foundation must be in place. To do
nothing would be irresponsible.”

Gun Possession Case to
be Heard Next Year

Health Minister Clears the Air on
Filipino Nurses
From page 16
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By Loshaun Dixon

Basseterre, St. Kitts-S L
Horsfords St. Pauls suf-
fered their first defeat of
the 2016-2017 St. Kitts-
Nevis Football Associa-
tion Premier league after
they fell to Hobson
Enterprise Garden
Hotspurs 2-1 at Warner
Park on Wednesday
evening.

Following a dominant
performance in a 6-0 win
over Delta Petroleum
Sandy Point over the
Weekend St. Pauls
looked unbeatable but
finally met their first

stumbling block in the
form Spurs who became
the first team to score on
the former Champions.

Shervin Allen’s 36th
minute strike for Spurs
will be recorded on the
St. Pauls team in over 12
hours of football thus far
for the season and give
Spurs a 1-nil lead. The
goal seemed to have
opened up the game and
as chances were created
by both teams to add to
the scoreline.

After the Halftime inter-
val Spurs looked to add
to their advantage and

did so in the 55th minute
through Tiran Hanley.

St. Pauls however was
given a glimmer of hope
in the 70th minute when
Keithroy Freeman got
one back for St. Pauls to
set up a difficult final 20
minutes for the Spurs
side.

However they were suc-
cessful in thwarting the
St. Pauls side to record
an important win and
move in to second place
two points behind leader
St. Pauls.

Earlier on Wednesday

evening Winner Circle
Newtown had a state-
ment win over Sandy
Point as they were
crushed 8-1 in a one
sided encounter.

Tristan Francis and
Leslian Dasent were left
red face as they both
scored own goals to hand
Newton a 2-0 mid way in
the first half. On the
stroke of halftime
Renaldo Belgrove gave
Newtown 3-0 lead head-
ing into the break.

Newtowns dominance
continued in the second
half when Ian ‘Rumpy’

Lake added a fourth in
the 50th minute. Jason
Isaac Dakari Phipps and
Jamar Smith as well as a
second from lake all
added to Sandy Point’s
misery.

On Tuesday Evening a
last minute goal by
Darren Brookes handed
Sol Island
Conaree a
narrow 3-2
victory over
the Elco St
P e t e r s .
B r o o k e s ’
goal came in
the 3rd
minute of
added time
with the
score locked
at 2-2.

Also on
Tuesday Fast
Cash SPD
and Old
Road Jets
played to a
bore 0-0
draw.

In other football news the
U-20 St. Kitts and Nevis
team have been drawn in
a difficult group in the
Under-20 World Cup
Qualifiers/ U-20 CON-
CACAF competition that
will take place in Costa
Rica in February 2017.

The draw took place in
Costa Rica and saw St.
Kitts and Nevis being
drawn in Group B along-
side the United States,

Panama and Caribbean
counterparts Haiti.

The Sugar Boys will play
their first game versus
Haiti on February 18 one
day after the competition
opens. They then take on
Panama on the 20th
before finishing the
group stage of the com-

petition versus the USA.

The top two team from
each group will proceed
to the Semi-Final of the
competition and also
qualify for the U-20
World Cup in Korea later
in the year.

The U-20 qualified for
this competition after
they finished as the best
third place team from the
Caribbean.
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St Pauls suffer first defeat; U20
Sugar Boys given tough group
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duce the public to their organization.

“You might be aware that we did the
road show which was our official intro-
duction of the hotel to the communities.
We then followed that up with advertis-
ing for some of the roles, did some
radio coverage just to get the message
out. We just finish three consecutive
weeks of full day interviews,” he said.

He added that they are currently engag-
ing hospitality students at the Clarence
Fitzroy Bryant College in training ses-
sions in an effort to get the students to
meet hotel standards and provide
employment in the future.

“The thought of this course is to try and
break down some of those barriers. We
have our leadership team present at the
course and they are actually interacting
with the people who attended and also
used the opportunity to get to know
them a little better,” he stated.

Moore said they were looking forward
to showcasing the personalities of the
Kittitians and the Nevisians who work
in the hotel “and enable people to get a
better understanding of not just the
physical place but also the people who
live here.”

He further expressed his excitement for
the project and highlighted the eager-
ness of some of their market partners.

“As we speak to luxury markets they
are very enthusiastic about opening up
this destination to their travellers.
Once we are open we will have a spec-
tacular property for them, the physical
structure is moving along very well and
now is getting the case of getting the

soft structure and physical product,” he
declared.

Mohammed Asaria, Vice Chaiman
Range Developments who is responsi-
ble for developing the site noted that
the benefits of the resort should not be
only felt on the site but throughout the
entire island.

“This is a transformational develop-
ment for the island. We have brought
what I would call the jewel of the
Caribbean to St. Kitts and Nevis. The
telegraph called this the envy of
Antigua and Barbados,” he said.

He added that this will be one of the
most anticipated hotel openings in
2017 and will bolster St. Kitts and
Nevis’ position on the Caribbean
tourism map.

“This is one of the very few branded
properties in the Caribbean which is
coming on stream in the last five years.
I can’t think of very many which has
been opened that have this level of lux-
ury. We are delighted to have Park
Hyatt on board and this is actually our
first property in the Caribbean,” he
said.

Mr. Asaria disclosed that they remained
out of the public’s eye on purpose so
that they could deliver on their pledges
when the project was initially
announced.

“I have intentionally stayed away
because so many people stand up and
make so much promises and if I stood
up years ago and said, this is what I was
doing no one would have believed me.
Now we can stand up proudly and our
action can do the talking and we can
show you what is possible if you have
the right strategy, right vision and right

team to execute a project of this
nature,” he said.

The Range Development official
employee disclosed that the value of
this project is in excess of $100M and
has worthwhile rewards for the federa-
tion.

“This is a big venture and when you
look at it as a country, look at the sus-
tainable benefits this will have for St.
Kitts and Nevis. Already 150 people
have been identified who have or will
be sent job offers and we are looking
for another 100 of staff,” he said.

He however stressed the importance of
having the development integrated in to
the wider St. Kitts and Nevis.

“We really need the people of St. Kitts
and Nevis to really feel that this is there
hotel and when they feel that this is
there hotel the soul is put into the hotel.

“There are a lot of pretty buildings out
there and you have four or five excep-
tional features. These are great archi-
tectural features but unless the hotel
has that soul that is created by happy
individuals the guest doesn’t know and
have an experience or memory and is
not going to be able to come back.”

Asaria also spoke about the importance
of the partnership with the hospitality
students at the CFBC.

“With that ethos in mind, over the last
12 months we have been working on
the hospitality school to see how we
can do some additional training. That is
to ensure the standards in the work
place are kept at the highest level and
continue on training and peoples have a
chance to keep on progressing up the
career ladder,” he said.

“We are not just putting our ads out
there and accepting people but we are
looking for that spirit, that desire. We
can teach the skill set.”

He also revealed that currently the Park
Hyatt St. Kitts employs over 850 work-
ers and more than 50% is local. He
added that project is more than 90%
complete.

Asaria stated he believes when the
hotel is open it will lead to a constant
flow of tourists even when the tourism
season is closed

“If you looking at some of the sister
islands St. Lucia and Barbados in the
Caribbean in the off season they do not
tail off so much in those months
because they have the quality of prop-
erty which attract guess all times
through the year especially having big
meeting and function space catering to
weddings and high end groups to really
help push occupancy in the off season,”
he said.

The media was also given a tour of the
facility and witnessed a Sugar mill
shaped structure that will be used as a
yoga house, a spa that will feature nine
treatment rooms and offer an extensive
range of facial and body treatments,
including Watsu therapy, a stone barn
similar to what was used to protect
sugar during the plantation era will be
used on of three restaurants on the
property. The resort will also feature a
great house style restaurant two rum
bars and a Fisherman’s Village.

It will also consists of 126 guest
accommodations which includes 48
suites, some of which feature private
roof top swimming pools and sundecks.
All rooms will have a beach side view
as well as a clear view of Nevis peak.

Park Hyatt Set For Early 2017 Opening

From page 12

Mohammed Asarion



drivers will benefit, our
restaurants will benefit,
our fisher folk will bene-
fit and also our farmers.”

Vice President for stu-
dent and academic affairs
at CFBC Deloris
Stapleton Harris lauded
all who are involved in
the training programme.

“I commend the leader-

ship and the facilitators
who conducted the train-
ing. Our students will no
doubt be fully equipped
to work in any hospitali-
ty oriented business since
they have shared exper-
tise and exposed them to
global experiences with
their industry leading
brands.”

She indicated that as a
tourism destination it is

critical that the federa-
tion engages in high-end
service.

“To accomplish such the
Clarence Fitzroy Bryant
College as a premier
learning institution
championed by the hos-
pitality department must
be ready to equip our
work force. In fact the
CFBC must be held
accountable to produce a

work force armed with
the requisite skills,
knowledge and entrepre-
neurial spirit a service
oriented work force who
advances the mantra ser-
vant ship.”

The school administrator
stated that they are grate-
ful for the opportunities
the training will provide.

“The CFBC is indeed

indebted to you for your
interest and expertise and
demonstrated commit-
ment to the cause and the
call for service and your
facilitation of training
and fostering of student
opportunities as we build
personal, institutional
and national capacities.”

The trainers came from
various Park Hyatt desti-
nations and were integral

in the creation of the pro-
gramme. It was also
revealed that more than
150 trainees will be con-
tracted to be employed in
the hotel when it opens in
2017.

General Manager of Park
Hyatt St. Kitts Julian
Moore indicated they are
on course to open the
five-star hotel in the
spring of 2017.

rent revenue collected during 2015.
Other noticeable performances were
revenue generated from Stamp Duties
on Property - 12.14 percent, Offshore
Financial Services - 10.34 percent and
Social Security Levy - 9.49 percent.

The minister said economic growth
through investment both in our people
and our infrastructure has always been
the hallmark of my administration.
Total expenditure for the fiscal year
2015, amounted to $149.43 million, a
marginal increase of 0.74 percent when
compared to the year 2014. Debt
Servicing Principal repayment amount-
ed to $6.98 million. Capital expendi-
ture for 2015 accounted for $25.93 mil-
lion, a 10.11 percent increase when
compared to the previous year, and was
carefully allocated to key projects fun-
damental to the development of our
economy. Capital intensive projects
such as the Major Roads project and the
CDB Water Enhancement Project were
significant capital expenditure for the
period.

Current expenditure for the period
amounted to $123.51 million driven
mainly by personal emoluments of
$65.29 million and the purchase of
goods and services in the amount of
$30.27 million. Personal emoluments
saw a growth of $0.39 million or 0.60
percent when compared to 2014 result-
ing mainly from the 3.0 percent
increase in salaries and wages.

For the period to September 2016, our
fiscal outcome showed surpluses of
$12.24 million on the primary balance
and $0.88 million on the overall bal-
ance. These balances however nar-
rowed when compared to the similar
period in 2015 which saw a surplus on
the primary balance of $16.80 million
and also a surplus of $4.81 million on
the overall balance. The major contrib-
utor for this narrowing lies in the $6.97
million increase in capital expenditure.

The total Recurrent Revenue collected
for this period amounted to $97.42 mil-
lion, an increase of $0.19 million when
compared to a corresponding period in
2015. Tax revenue for the 2016 period
was $73.13 million, a marginal decline
when compared to the corresponding
period in 2015. This decline in tax rev-
enue was as a result of declines in the
Value Added Tax and the Stamp Duties
collections. Meanwhile, total Current
Expenditure for the period amounted to
$94.30 million with Personal

Emoluments accounting for 54.96 per-
cent of Recurrent Expenditure.

“Capital investment is fundamental to
the development of our economic and
social wellbeing,” Ambry explained.
“It is for this reason, during the period
January – September 2016, we have
spent $24.80 million on capital pro-
jects, an increase of 52.88 percent when
compared to the same period in 2015.
These projects will lay the foundation
for future development in both the pri-
vate and the public sector and will
serve as a catalyst to stimulate further
growth and development for the benefit
of present and future generations.”

Public debt status

The minister said his administration
continues to take drastic steps by
implementing a number of initiatives to
reduce the public debt to a manageable
and sustainable level. One such initia-
tive is the development of a Medium
Term Debt Strategy (MTDS) which
sets out the parameters for any new
borrowing while outlining steps to
reduce the existing debt level.

“The critical objective of this debt strat-
egy is to guide the government in meet-
ing its gross financing needs at the low-
est possible cost with a prudent degree
of risks,” he said. “In addition, the
strategy is expected over the medium
term to assist the administration in
reducing its debt to a sustainable level.
My administration believes that by
sourcing low cost funds and reducing
financial risk we will ultimately reduce
our debt servicing cost and reduce the
risk of defaulting on our short term
instruments.”

The minister reported that at the end of
September 2016 the total Public Sector
Debt including those contracted by the
Statutory Bodies stood at $383.00 mil-
lion. The NIA debt was $353.76 mil-
lion, an increase of 3.78 percent when
compared to the period ending
September 2015. The breakdown of the
various debt instruments are highlight-
ed in the appendix but worthy of note is
that the 365 day T-bills previously held
on the Regional Government Security
Market is now substantially reduced to
$7.65 million, down from the original
$20.00 million. However,

continued disbursements from the
Caribbean Development Bank for the
water Enhancement Project coupled
with increases in our over-the-counter
91 day T-bills contributed to the

increase in the stock of debt.

The minister pledged that the CCM
Administration will continue to work
diligently to monitor the public sector
debt. In doing so, we will seek assis-
tance from the Federal Government
through the SIDF for low cost loans
and grants to finance our capital expen-
diture program. Furthermore, we will
continue to utilize the MTDS toolkit to
develop the most suitable medium term
debt management strategies.

New programs

The Finance Minister pledged that his
administration will continue to be
dynamic and creative in adopting new
programes and initiatives as it seeks to
confront the numerous challenges fac-
ing a Small Island Developing State.
He said in addition to our infrastructure
program as will be laid out in detail in
this budget, the new fiscal year will
witness the implementation of the fol-
lowing new initiatives:

Continue the deployment of Voice over
IP technology to enhance telecommuni-
cation and reduce our telecommunica-
tions costs;

Commence work on the deployment of
a Work Permit Database to facilitate
electronic submission of applications;

Complete the deployment of an e-com-
merce platform for the NIA and begin
the deployment of kiosks so as to allow
interaction with government depart-
ments from various locations;

Developing new hiking trails and a
National Park to enhance our tourism

product;

Commence professional hospitality
training for active participants in the
tourism industry through the OECS
Eastern Caribbean Institute of
Hospitality;

* Enhance the Water Taxi service
through the construction of new
berthing facility;

* Commence the reconstruction/reha-
bilitation of a number of government
buildings as a means of reducing gov-
ernment rental expenditure;

* Establish the Security Services
Division in the Office of the Premier as
a show of commitment to law enforce-
ment in Nevis;

* Establish a fully operational K9 pro-
gram in Nevis to support the work of
the Law Enforcement Officers;

* Commence the first phase of the
enhanced TVET program for skills
development;

* Encourage the development of spe-
cialized health care facilities in the pri-
vate sector;

* Continue the program of social
enhancement for indigent persons;

* Commence work on the development
of a 400 metres Mondo track for athlet-
ic development; and

* Continue to enroll our Sportsmen/
Sportswomen in professional develop-
ment coaching programs at the GC
Foster College in Jamaica.

Economy of St. Kitts and Nevis Dependent on Global Markets
From page 6
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CFBC, Park Hyatt launch Hospitality Training Partnership
From page 9

risks relating to every-
thing from sex to speed
to alcohol. They also
make men reluctant to
seek medical care.
Women use more health-
care services during their
reproductive years when
the HIV risk is highest.
Unfortunately too many
men stay away from
health services during
this important period.

And so we need more
men talking to men about

their health. Caribbean
men need to know that
getting an HIV test is one
way in which they can
man up, taking responsi-
bility for themselves,
their sexual partners and
their families. Starting
and staying on HIV treat-
ment isn’t a sign of
weakness. If you are liv-
ing with HIV knowing
your status early and
starting treatment will
make you stronger,
healthier and better able

to live a productive life.

Prince Harry is an excel-
lent advocate but we
need influential
Caribbean men
o n b o a r d — P r i m e
Ministers, business lead-
ers, soca and chutney
singers, dancehall and
reggae artists, sports
stars. We need a
groundswell to show
boys and men that there’s
nothing unmanly about
health.

What Prince Harry could tell
Caribbean men about HIV

From page 4



gency planning in a man-
ner that will enhance
resilience to external
shocks and bolster long-
run growth potential. In
improving the business
environment, we will
seek to address the skills

gap which is critical to
providing the enabling
environment for private
sector development and
help attract foreign
investment into our local
economy. We will also
invest in targeted trans-
formative projects,
including broadening the

options under the CBI
program to include busi-
ness investment in
renewable energy, educa-
tion and health, as we
seek to improve competi-
tiveness, diversification
and resilience of the
economy.
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BOOK YOUR SPACE NOW AND ADVERTIS-
ING YOUR BUSINESS CARDS IN THE

OBSERVER CLASSIFIEDS CALL 469-5907

CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS
REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT REAL

Vacancy Mixologist needed. Must be flexible
and able to work during cruise ship days.

Experience is needed. Please call 762-1990.
WANTED

1 SECURITY GUARD
Please contact 763-2815

1 Farmer Wanted at Manza
with 5 years experience

Call 663-7087

Entrepreneurship, Job Creation Play Major
Role in Premier Amory’s 2017 Budget

From page 3

Dive Instructor Wanted at Islander Water Sports
Must be certified with at least 2 years
experience and hold a valid captains licence

CLASSIFIED AD SPACE FOR
RENT CALL 469-5907

UNIVERSAL BEAUTY SALON
is seeking 1 hair stylist with 5 years
experience Please contact 765-2979

ENRIQUE BAR Bartender
5 years experience
call 664-0256

The St. Kitts-Nevis Observer for the Best Independent
News Coverage in The Federation

if you have a news story, give us a call at 469-5907
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