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By Monique Washington

December is normally
the height of the tourist
season, but this year the
Four Seasons — the
largest hotel in Nevis —
will see a decrease in
occupancy.

The General Manager of
the Four Seasons Resort
Ed Gannon said
Wednesday that the holi-
day season will be slow-
er than last year through-
out Nevis and the entire
Caribbean.

“In the region everyone
is down this year,” he
said. “It has actually
been that situation for the
entire year. We are look-
ing at a very busy festive,
even a great festive, but
it is not as busy as we
were hoping it would
be.”

Mr. Gannon said the
recent Zika virus out-
break that has plagued
the region was one nega-
tive factor that has affect-
ed tourist visits to the
Caribbean.

“Zika virus has plagued
the entire Caribbean this
year that caused every-
one’s business to slow
down,” he said.

In the 2017 Nevis Island
Administration budget
address in December,
theMinister with respon-
sibilities for health, the
Hon Mark Brantley
announced therewere
five confirmed cases of
the Zika virus on Nevis.

Flight frequency also
plays a role in the down-
turn of tourism, he said.

“It’s not just where to go

during the winter vaca-
tion it is also the frequen-
cy of flights. The cost of
flights is a factor as well
as the frequency of
flights. In the past, some
hotels have been able to
have a 10-night mini-
mum.

“Some islands like
Antigua and St Marten
can still maintain a 10-
night minimum because
of the frequency of
flights. We have to base
our length of stay on the
period of flight availabil-
ity. There are a lot of
unique challenges when
it comes to operating
here,” he added.

Gannon said the hotel’s
marketing team has been
working around the
clock to market the Four
Seasons Nevis as a desir-
able destination.

“We talk about our island
and how beautiful it is.
All these great changes
we are making around
the resort and how excit-
ing it is going to be. We
do a tremendous amount
of marketing,” he said.

During the NIA 2017
Budget, Mr. Brantley
said his Ministry is
building on existing rela-
tionships for the benefit
of Nevis.

“We have partnered with
the Four Seasons Resort
and we have run a com-
petition for a Free
Honeymoon on Nevis on
NBC6 in Miami. Over
4,000 individuals entered
the competition.
1,073,000 adults were
reached in the Miami and
surrounding areas with
an advertisement that we
aired on NBC6, 126

times in October,”
Brantley said.

When questioned about
the newly opened Four
Seasons in Anguilla and
speculations that guests
are choosing Anguilla as
a destination over Nevis,
Gannon said both hotels
can improve the market-
ing capacity for the
region.

“Between these two
properties it’s actually a
very excited time for us
in the sense that Four
Seasons has two places
to market the Caribbean
and it is phenomenal,” he
said.

“These two properties
are so uniquely different
from each other. I
believe that we will have
a lot of guests choosing
to hop between Anguilla
and Nevis and we might
see more people come as
a result of this to our des-
tination

He also said Four
Seasons in Nevis is
preparing for renovations
in 2017.

“We are preparing for
renovations sometime
late next year and when
we have our renovation
completed we will have
the highest level of prod-
uct quality as well,” he
promised. The GM
could not say if the hotel
would be closed during
the renovations and if so
for how long.

While the 2016 festive
season may be slow,
Gannon said, “Next year
is looking good though.
In fact, it is looking
much better.”
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General Manager of the Four Seasons Resort Ed Gannon

FS GM “We are down from last year”
“Next year will be better”



The Holiday season is
filled with family, revel-
ling, worship and food,
however, it’s also the
time of year when we
break almost all the
rules. We overeat, drink
excessively, and forget
that our body requires
adequate sleep.

With a few tips below,
we will highlight how to
make healthy choices
this Holiday season,
while still enjoying that
glass of sorrel or slice of
cake.

Hydration

During the festive sea-
son, many look forward
to alcoholic beverages
more than any other
drink, and neglect the
most important drink for
hydration, which is
water. According to sci-
ence, 70% of the body is
water, therefore, whether
you are celebrating, rev-
elling or just moving,
ensure that you have an
adequate supply of water
daily.

It’s easier to drink water
when it is readily avail-
able. This Holiday sea-
son, keep a bottle of
water with you at all
times.

Sugary drinks cause a
sharp increase in blood
sugar levels, so avoiding
them is best to keep
blood sugar levels low.
Freshly-made local
drinks are a better and
healthier option than car-
bonated drinks and
sodas.

If you choose to drink
alcohol, limit the amount
you consume. After all,
we do recognize that
alcohol impairs judge-
ment and we want to
make it into 2017 safely.
A standard drink is one

12 oz. beer; 4 oz. of
wine; 1.5 oz. of 80-proof
spirits or 1 oz. of 100-
proof spirits. The recom-
mended limit for an adult
male is two (2) standard
drinks per day, and for an
adult female, one (1)
standard drink per day.

Keep It Moving
for the Season

Between shopping, par-
ties, shows and ‘last
minute’ cleaning it can
seem difficult to get in
your daily exercise rou-
tine. We tend to say,
“after the Christmas and
Carnival season I will
start to exercise.” No
need to wait for the New
Year! Choose to incor-
porate exercise into your
seasonal activities; -con-
tinue walking on the
Bypass road, going to
your gym or even partic-
ipating in some form of
aerobics. If you have not
exercised for the year, it
is not too late- start by
parking and walking
while doing your
Holiday shopping. Make
it a part of your plan to
get your heart rate ‘up’
this holiday season.

Eating for the Holidays

Ever heard the saying,
“when things free tek
two?” Just because
something is free or
available doesn’t mean
you need it. It is com-
mon to visit friends and
family during the holi-
days, however, you do
not have to accept every
treat that is offered.
Saying “no” this holiday
season will save you a
few extra pounds, lower
blood sugar, blood pres-
sure and cholesterol lev-
els as well as leave some
extra dollars in your
pocket.

Spend more time with
family and friends this
Holiday season by mak-
ing home-cooked meals
and inviting someone
over. Prepare your
favourite dishes using
less fats and sugars.
Grilling, boiling, baking
and steaming are some of
the healthier options for
meal preparation.

Include more fruits and
vegetables to keep your
plate equally balanced.
Eat to be satisfied, not
stuffed.

Plan ahead; when leaving
for a party or an event,
eat a light snack to curb
your appetite; you will be
less tempted to over
indulge; and remember,
don’t skip meals.

We at the Nutrition
Surveillance Programme,
Ministry of Health would
like to wish you a Safe
and Healthy Holiday
Season.

By, The Nutrition
Surveillance Programme
Health Promotion Unit
Ministry of Health
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“LifeLines is a monthly
column dedicated to
addressing issues of
mental, behavioural,

and social health. The
column is written by
professionals in the
field of social work,
mental health, and

community medicine.”

A few years ago, when “Nurse” Jean Nisbett Harris was
active in the political arena, Mr. Parry, the then Leader of
the NRP, during an election campaign, tried to discredit
her by saying that she was only good to dress sores.

A few days ago, in the Nevis House of Assembly, during
the budget debate, Mr. Parry, still the Leader of the NRP,
offered to kick a man in his sore foot because the man
dared to offer a job to his wife. Yes, you read right – dur-
ing the Budget debate.

What is this fixation with sores and sore foot that has
taken hold of Mr. Parry?

Here he is, Mr. Parry, trying to unseat the CCM adminis-
tration, and become Premier of all Nevisians, those with
sore feet and those without, promising to hit where it
hurts the worst and can do the most damage. Here he is,
promising to take advantage of those of us who have
economic and social maladies when we are at our weak-
est.

And there he was a few years ago, denigrating a woman
for daring to care for those people whose bodies were not
so wholesome. Then shortly thereafter, he engaged a
woman, a Nurse besides, to challenge Vance Amory in
Gingerland!

We wonder whether the new candidate of St. James
heard Mr. Parry’s contribution to the debate. We wonder
whether he genuinely is convinced that this type of
Leader will lead Nevis into greener pastures. But maybe
he has come to take over the Party, because the Party is
sorely in need of leadership.

We still do not know whether Mr. Parry will be a Federal
or Local candidate. Although he said he would never run
for Federal Office again, he may yet change his mind.
Whatever his choice, we call upon him to clean up his
language. Everyone of us has a biblical thorn in the
flesh; some of which are externally visible, others only
show up upon autopsy. And each one of us, able bodied
or maimed has a role to play.

There but for the grace of God I go.
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Nearly eight years ago
the Caribbean wel-
comed the election of
President Obama
more exuberantly
than many other peo-
ple did, for like most
Caribbean people he
is black; and he was
going to lead the
greatest country on
earth. The exuber-
ance had to do with
hope as with race; for
the Caribbean is on
the doorstep of the
United States and
whatever happens
there usually spills
over into it.

Now as he prepares to
leave office the ques-
tion is, has he made
things better or worse
for the Caribbean or is
he leaving them as
they were when he
took office? As with
any President, the assess-
ment of Obama must be
seen in the context of
some salient realities:
The U.S. constitution and
the restraints and permis-
sions it gives to every
President; that
President’s own ideology
which shapes his agenda;
and world conditions in
which that Presidency
operates.

President Obama is a
radical liberal; and world
conditions have not
always been kind to him
and his administration.

Among the things
President Obama and his
administration attempted
to do for the Caribbean
are the Caribbean Energy
Security Initiative; The
Caribbean Green Energy
Project; The Small
Business Network of the
Americas; The Young
Leadership Of The
Americas; and The
Caribbean Basin
Security Initiative.

The Caribbean Energy
Security Initiative was
announced by President
Obama in 2015 when he
met with leaders of
Panama and Jamaica in
their respective coun-
tries. The U.S.
Department of State, on
its website, says of the
Initiative. “In consulta-
tion with both regions,
the U.S.-CCATask Force
was created as a means to
diminish the vulnerabili-
ty of small electricity
markets in Central
America and the
Caribbean to fluctuations

in global energy markets,
and contribute to an
aggregate reduction in
tariffs for consumers,
elevating the competi-
tiveness and economic
prosperity in both
regions”. Both regions
are the Caribbean and
Central America; and
President Obama
announced a task force to
put the security Initiative
in place.

The Administration
launched programs
including committing
$20 million dollars for
the Caribbean and
Central America to
finance plans and
encourage investment in
clean energy. Under this
Jamaica is developing
solar energy facilities
across the Island. There
are also clean energy
projects in St. Kitts and
Nevis.

Under the Young Leaders
Of the Americas
Initiative hundreds of
young people from the
Caribbean are given
scholarships in the USA
in an entrepreneurship-
program intended for
them to return and launch
small businesses in the
countries.

The Caribbean Basin
Security Initiative was
launched by President
Obama in 2009, to
according to the
Department of State
“Substantially Reduce
Illicit Trafficking
through programs rang-
ing from countering nar-
cotics to reducing the

flow of illegal
arms/light weapons.

Increase Public
Safety and Security
through programs
ranging from profes-
sionalizing law
enforcement institu-
tions through techni-
cal assistance and
training, to improv-
ing rule of law by
supporting the devel-
opment of the justice
sector.

Promote Social
Justice through crime
prevention activities
in targeted communi-
ties, police and jus-
tice sector reform,
anti-corruption pro-
grams, and
increased education-
al, economic and
social opportunities
for at-risk youth.”

The U.S. has committed
over $400 million under
this program to fight
drug trafficking, provide
training in security; it has
helped legal systems; and
trained law enforcement
officers; and helped
thousands of youth to
participate in crime pre-
vention programs.

There is also what many
people in and outside the
region would consider
Obama’s greatest
achievement in the
Caribbean - the restora-
tion of relations between
the U.S. and Cuba. As
part of this an embassy
will be reopened in
Havana, Cuba’s designa-
tion as a state sponsor of
terror has been rescind-
ed; and there have been
established a bilateral
commission, and an
accord to increase migra-
tion between the two
countries.

So to any fair observer
President Obama has
made efforts to help the
Caribbean; and some
have borne fruit. What
have been the failures
and omissions of the
Administration which
may have hurt the
Caribbean or obstructed
its progress?

One which wasn’t started
by theAdministration but
which it has done noth-
ing to remedy is the
building of an embassy
in the Eastern Caribbean
to serve the countries of
Dominica, St. Kitts and
Nevis, Antigua and

Barbuda, St. Lucia,
Grenada and St. Vincent
and the Grenadines.
Some people may say
these countries are too
small to each have an
embassy; but there could
be an embassy for more
than one of them. The
failure is more egregious
when we consider that all
these countries cherish
democracy and have no
embassy but Cuba which
has staunchly resisted all
efforts to achieve democ-
racy will soon have one.
Their citizens at great
expense and inconve-
nience have to travel to
Barbados to do business
with the U.S.

Also, the Administration
has not been respectful of
the region’s intolerance
of homosexuality. The
openly gay ambassador
to the Dominican
Republic James Wally
Brewster has been
accused of having a gay
agenda. Brewster, who
is married to a man, has
made no secret that he
wants to promote the gay
lifestyle: “I believe that
one of my duties as

ambassador is to help
advance the tolerance of
and respect for margin-
alized groups and an
appreciation for diversi-
ty. I try to accomplish
this through our U.S.
Embassy programs”.
He said in March of this
year. Brewster who was
appointed in 2013, and
who the citizens have
urged the Administration
to recall, is still at his
post.

But perhaps, the most
obvious and hurtful thing
that President Obama has
done is the record num-
ber of persons he has
deported to the
Caribbean. Since com-
ing to office he has
deported illegal aliens
and others from the U.S.
at a higher rate than any
other President before
him. For the almost 8
years he has been in
office, every year he has
deported more persons
than George Bush did for
the 8 years of his
Presidency. This has
amounted to 2.5 million
people.

This has had a deleteri-
ous effect on the
Caribbean, whose fragile
economies can’t absorb a
single other mouth to
feed, and can’t spend
another dollar to incar-
cerate those who commit
crimes which many
deportees who have no
roots in their new desti-
nations do to survive.
Many of the small
economies in the
Caribbean blame a rise in
crime on deportees from
the U.S.

Only history can fairly
judge the performance of
a President of America
both inside and outside
his country; and for
President Obama it is too
early. For him history
hasn’t even begun. So
we have to wait. But I
suspect that when it
comes around to doing
so, especially for his
treatment of the
Caribbean, history will
be no kinder to him than
it has been to most of his
predecessors in spite of
the enormous Goodwill
the region showed him.

COMMENTARY
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Ewin James
is a freelance journalist living in

Longwood, Florida

President Obama and the Caribbean
By Ewin James



At this time when
Christians reflect on the
biblical journey of the
three wise men from the
East, and all of that other
good stuff, I wish one
and all a Happy, Peaceful
and Blessed Christmas
and New Year.

But this article isn’t
about Season’s
Greetings. It’s about
education.

In my opinion, our edu-
cation system isn’t work-
ing.

I believe that it’s failing
to deliver to our children,
not only the requisite
knowledge and skills in
the various academic and
technical subject areas,
but also the broader and

deeper knowledge and
appreciation of them-
selves, of each other, and
of life; and it’s also fail-
ing to inculcate in our
children the two critical
prerequisites for human
completeness, namely,
character and compas-
sion

It’s failing because,
sadly, there’s been no
apparent philosophical
framework, no overarch-
ing vision, to ensure that
our nation’s children are
properly and roundly
educated and cultivated,
and no will to put the
proper structures and
programs in place.

The evidence of this
failed system is all
around us, painfully and
shamefully palpable and
visible, whether in the
deep pits of poverty or on
the perches of power and
pomp.

Knowledge, character
and compassion are in
scarce supply.

Yes, the home has its role

to play in the education
of our children, as do
other institutions. But
they too are also failing,
epidemically. And
putting our education
system on the right path
can do a lot to halt this
epidemic. The school
can be the catalyst which
the whole country needs.

However, for the
moment, there’s little
indication of a sea
change, as we note that
successive Governments
over the past 30-40 years
have presided over, and
even unwittingly boasted
about, an education sys-
tem which has in fact not
remained relevant, pro-
gressive and creative.

And we, the people, have
watched the decline
without as much as a
loud murmur. In fact, we
are the decline.

Now, we don’t have to
try to reinvent the wheel.
All we need to do is to
shop around for success-
ful models, or a combi-
nation of models, which

we can then adapt to our
realities and aspirations.

And there are a number
of successful education
models to which we can
refer for guidance.

Let’s look to the East.

A recent global analysis
has shown that the top 12
countries in the world for
the education of children
are: Singapore, Hong
Kong, South Korea,
Japan, Taiwan, Finland,
Estonia, Switzerland,
Netherlands, Canada,
Poland and Vietnam.

We can have an in-depth
look at all of these coun-
tries, and they’ve all
been impressive. But the
one that stands out for
me is Singapore, and for
three reasons: first, it
holds first place in math-
ematics and science in
the world at primary and
secondary school levels;
second, it’s a tiny coun-
try, smaller than
Dominica; and third, it’s
a young country, only 51
years old.

When Singapore became
independent in 1965, it
was plagued by poverty,
crime, unemployment,
and poor health and
housing conditions. The
Government of the day
focused, at first, on two
main areas: education
and housing. And their
steady progress in both
areas helped greatly to
bring the other issues
under control.

By 1990, Singapore had
become one of the
world’s success stories.
Indeed, its achievements
have been quite amazing.

Think of it. A small,

young nation with prob-
lems of education, crime,
unemployment, housing,
and health. Sounds
familiar? Yes, but
Singapore’s problems in
1965 were far worse than
ours in 1983, and far
worse than ours in 2016,
after 33 years of nation-
hood.

What its leaders did was
to develop a vision and a
sensible, practical strate-
gy to tackle the prob-
lems.

Let me give you a brief
picture of how Singapore
approaches education.
But before I do so, I hope
that you’ve noticed that
(i) the top 5 rated coun-
tries are all in Asia, and
(ii) most of the top 12
countries are relatively
small in terms of physi-
cal size. For example,
Hong Kong is smaller
than Guadeloupe, and
Taiwan is half the size of
Cuba.

Singapore allocates 20%
of its annual budgetary
spending to education. It
takes its education, its
teachers, and, especially,
its children very serious-
ly. It doesn’t play around
when it comes to teach-
ing and learning.

In fact, education is its
major investment and
that investment has paid
off handsomely in terms
of economic and social
development and stabili-
ty.

The principal objective
of the education system
in Singapore is to ensure
that every person has a
good sense of self aware-
ness, a sound moral com-
pass, and the requisite
skills, initiative and

strength of character to
face the challenges of
life.

Such a person is expect-
ed to be responsible to
family, community and
nation; to appreciate the
beauty of the world
around him or her; to
possess a healthy mind
and body and a zest for
life; to be of sound judg-
ment; to be an active and
committed team player,
and an informed, con-
cerned, civic-minded cit-
izen, firmly rooted and a
proud and honourable
Singaporean.

And the education sys-
tem, the subject choices
and loads, the teaching
methods, the training,
skills and attitudes of
teachers, and the physi-
cal environments, etc.,
are all crafted and man-
dated to produce that
type of citizen.

Getting a child to and
through school is, for the
Government and people
of Singapore, a process
of holistic, human devel-
opment and nation build-
ing, not a mere exercise
designed to pass ‘x’
amount of subjects.

And their vision, strategy
and techniques are equal-
ly visible at their
Kindergarten, their pri-
mary, and their sec-
ondary school levels.

Kindergarten provides
the environment for the
children to learn to inter-
act with each other, indi-
vidually and collectively,
and to prepare them for
primary school. At
Kindergarten, they learn
two languages, numbers,
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By Loshaun Dixon

The Honorable Eugene
Hamilton, Leader Of
Government Business In
the National Assembly
has confirmed to The
Observer on Thursday
that his team unity gov-
ernment will schedule for
hearing a motion of no
confidence against
Speaker of the National
Assembly the Hon.
Michael Perkins filed by
the opposition St. Kitts
Nevis Labour Party as
quickly as possible.”

‘Any motion properly
filed will be heard by the
Parliament as urgently as
possible”. Mr Hamilton
continued, “We will fol-
low the Constitution and
the practices of the
London House Of
Common.”

Her Majesties Royal
opposition in the Federal
Parliament of St. Kitts
and Nevis announced
that it filed the Motion of
No Confidence.

Speaking on the adjourn-
ment on the closing of
Parliament Tuesday
afternoon, Konris

Maynard Representative
for Constituency Three
said, “I wish to inform
the general public that
Leader of the
Opposition, the Right
Hon. Dr. Denzil L.
Douglas, representing
the members of the
P a r l i a m e n t a r y
Opposition has filed a
Motion of No
Confidence in the
Speaker of the National
Assembly.”

Mr. Maynard urged the
Parliament to deal with
the issue as a matter of
emergency and have it
heard as soon as possi-
ble.

The Opposition for some
time had multiple rifts
with Mr. Perkins ever
since he was Deputy
Speaker and did not
favor his appointment
when he was elevated to
the post following the
resignation of Franklin
Brand.

Last week Opposition
Senator Nigel Carty was
booted out of Parliament
during the budget debate
while making a presenta-

tion after he allegedly
laughed while the speak-
er was giving a ruling on
a matter.

Mr. Perkins was ruling
on a matter where Mr.
Carty had mentioned an
issue relating to the
Director of Public

Prosecution (DPP),
s o m e t h i n g
Parliamentarians are not
allowed to discuss.
Prime Minister Dr.
Timothy Harris stood on
a point of order, to
rebuke Carty’s actions
when the incident
occurred.

“A member rose on a
point of order, I was rul-
ing, I was about to rule or
I had begun to rule on the
point of order and you
chose to laugh at what I
was saying. I find that to
be grossly disorderly…
and I’m applying section
49(2)…I’m asking you to

immediately withdraw
from the National
Assembly for the rest of
the day’s sitting…I find
your act of laughing at
the Speaker is totally and
utterly disrespectful,”
Perkins stated.

Carty’s dismissal
prompted other opposi-
tion members to walk out
of the remainder day’s
proceedings in protest
and later issued a state-
ment indicated that they
were boycotting the rest
of the budget proceed-
ings.

Perkins said that as he
considers the proceed-
ings of Parliament to be
part of the public busi-
ness, he feels duty bound
to limit what he says
about the Motion of No
Confidence. He added it
would be handled in
accordance with the
Rules of the House. In
the matter of the ejection
of Senator Carty, he
invited members of pub-
lic to view the video
footage of the incident
and judge for themselves
whether the Senator
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By Loshaun Dixon

Basseterre, St. Kitts-
Attorney at Law Chesley
Hamilton and Attorney
General Vincent Byron
are at logger heads over
payment for Mr.
Hamilton’s work as a
court assisted Lawyer
that he claims he has yet
to receive.

Hamilton last week used
the Budget debates to
protest these payments
owed to him by the gov-
ernment outside
G o v e r n m e n t
Headquarters on Fort
Street.

On Monday (Dec. 12),
Hamilton was observed
protesting on Fort Street
just outside Team Unity
Headquarters and told
this reporter that he was
insulted by the Attorney
General’s response to his
plea. He also claimed he
is also owed by Team
Unity for seven months’
rent for their headquar-
ters.

“The Attorney General
chose to laugh at me on
Friday when I was
demonstrating and I feel

if anybody wants to
laugh at me for trying to
earn an income or get
paid for work I have
done then they shouldn’t
be associated with any-
thing that owes me,” he
said.

He added that he was the
tenant and the sublet to
the campaign but they
are in arrears for seven
months.

“All I am asking is they
pay the seven months
that they are in arrears
and then you can contin-
ue to laugh,” he com-
plained.

He said he electricity
bills on the headquarters
is outstanding and he is
getting warnings stating
the electricity could be
disconnected and it
would affect his office
where the bills are
already paid.

“I am asking the attorney
General to pay the rent so
that I can have money to
pay my bills and do other
things because there is
money out of that rent
that is owed to me.”

Hamilton charged that
the government is
attempting to take a citi-
zen’s livelihood and it
was no laughing matter.

“That is what he was
laughing at. If he paid
me my money that has
been worked for then that
is ok. It is a serious mat-
ter it is a matter of life
and death. At best he
thinks it is a matter that
the government must pay
$10,000 to $15,000 for. I
don’t even think you can
put a price on providing
justice,” he said.

He claimed he capped his
bill between $50,000 and
$70,000 and that the gov-
ernment owes him a debt
of gratitude.

The Attorney however
warned Byron that the
government is interfering
with human rights issue
in refusing to pay him.

“If the Attorney General
wants to pick a fight, he
is picking the wrong
fight because this is an
international human
rights issue. So if he
wants to make it a
regional or international

issue let him continue not
paying me,” he said.

Addressing the matter in
Parliament on Tuesday,
Mr. Byron revealed that
there is a payment scale
that was established 10
years ago that ranges
from $2500 - 7500 based
on the particulars of the
case.

He added that from 2010
onward, lawyers with
less than 10 years of
practice would receive
$7500 and a per diem of
$750 per day if they
attended court. If the
defendant pled guilty, he
would receive $2,500.
Lawyers with 10 to 20
years of practice would
receive $10,000.

“Those are clearly estab-
lished scale…that the
registry of the high court
manages so that when the
judge assigned a case to a
lawyer who was in court
he would ask for some-
body to offer to do the
case,” he said.

He also said he met with
Hamilton on more than
one occasion to discuss
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By Monique Washington

Dwight “Dada” Dore
who was charged with
larceny along with Allen
Broadbelt in April, has
had the charges against
him dismissed while Mr.
Broadbelt received an
additional three years in
prison.

On Tuesday Mr. Dore
and Broadbelt appeared
before Magistrate
Yasmine Clarke in
Charlestown to answer to
the joint charge of larce-
ny. Broadbelt pleaded
guilty while Dore plead-
ed not guilty. Dore was
represented by defense
counsel Mickia Mills.

Police Prosecutor
Inspector Eurita Percival
brought forward three
witnesses. First was
Voretta Bailey, who testi-
fied that while she was in
charge of a house in
Nugents Heights in
October 2015, she called
police to the house after
someone apparently
removed to outside doors
and replaced them with

pieces of wood across the
doorway. Under cross
examination she revealed
that she never saw who
took the doors.

Officer Jasper Carty tes-
tified that he responded
to the larceny report of
larceny and noticed that
the outside doors were
missing. On April 29,
2016 a search team exe-
cuted a search warrant in
Bath Village on the resi-
dence of Allen
Broadbelt. He noted that
among the perceived
stolen items that were
removed from
Broadbelt’s residence,
two doors that were
attached to Broadbelt
residence which matched
the description given by
Bailey were also
removed under suspicion
of being stolen.

On April 30 Bailey was
brought to the
Charlestown Police
Station where she posi-
tively identified the
doors as belonging to the
house in which she is in
charge.

On May 3 Officer Carty
testified that he met Dore
at the Charlestown Police
Station. Carty ques-
tioned him about stealing
the doors and Dore
responded, “Officer I ain
steal no door. I gave
Allen a lif in my jeep”.
On May 6
Dore was formally
charged with larceny.

On cross-examination,
Mills questioned Carty as

to if any
search warrants were
executed on the home of
Dore who resides in
Butlers village. He
responded no. He was
asked if the doors were
found at Dore’s home in
Butlers and he said no.

“Then the only evidence
is that he allegedly told
you that he gave Allen a
lif?” Mills asked. Carty
said “yes”.

Last to the stand was
Corporal Jervan Weekes.
He testified that he went
to the house at Nugent
Heights where he noted
that doors were missing.
Under cross-examina-
tion, he admitted that no
doors were taken from
the property of Dore and
no search warrant were
executed on Dore’s prop-
erty.

At the end of the testi-

monies defense attorney
Mills submitted a “no
case submission” on
behalf of Mr. Dore.

“The charge brought for-
ward was larceny. To
permanently deprive the
owner thereof. The only
thing that links Dore was
the statement “I gave
Allen a lift in my car”.
Your honor the evidence
is not enough. No war-
rant executed. No finger
prints. No door found at
Dore’s home,” she said.

Magistrate Clarke agreed
with Mills and dismissed
the charges against Dore.
Before sentencing
Broadbelt Magistrate
Clarke asked him what
he had to say.

“I apologize for what I
have done and I won’t do
it again.” Broadbelt said.

Magistrate Clarke then
sentenced him to three
years in prison to run
concurrent to the other
sentence.
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NIA CHARLESTOWN
NEVIS — Persons on
Nevis who wish to own a
home, with assistance
from the Nevis Housing
and Land Development
Corporation (NHLDC),
are invited to visit the
corporation for informa-
tion on its latest mort-
gage programme.

Minister responsible for
Lands and Housing on
Nevis Hon. Alexis
Jeffers, who is also serv-
ing as the corporation’s
Chairman of the Board of

Directors, extended the
invitation at a recent sit-
ting of the Nevis Island
Assembly.

Mr. Jeffers noted that the
corporation approached
the St. Christopher and
Nevis Social Security
Board for a $10 million
mortgage programme for
housing.

Under the new housing
programme, the corpora-
tion would construct
homes for persons who
qualify under an arrange-

ment forged with the
Nevis Co-operative
Credit Union to facilitate
loans.

“We are asking for a
down payment of $5,000
to $10,000 and then an
interest rate of 5 percent
over a 300-month period,
that is 25 years,” he said.

The Minister said he was
pleased that the
Corporation was once
again able to provide
opportunities in housing.

“I am happy about that
because things have been
difficult. It has been dif-
ficult for us to raise
financing at the corpora-
tion to assist persons as
we would like to… This

is going to go a long way
in dealing with some of
the difficulties that we’ve
had over the last couple
of years.

“I want to thank …the

Minister responsible for
Social Security in the
Federal Parliament [Hon.
Vance Amory], for his
assistance in making this
happen,” he said.
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The Ambassador of St.
Kitts and Nevis to the
United States, Her
Excellency Thelma
Phillip Browne, has wel-
comed passage of the
United States-Caribbean
Strategic Engagement
Act (H.R. 4939), which
is aimed at consolidating
the United States’
engagement with the
Caribbean.

Ambassador Phillip-
Browne said she wel-
comed the wide range of
community and institu-
tional support which the
bill provides, but is par-
ticularly enthused by the
potential support for
“public health advances
and cooperation on
health concerns and
threats.” Her enthusiasm
stems from the fact that
aid will come not only

for communicable and
non-communicable dis-
eases, but for an
enhanced approach to
managing crime as the
public health issue that it
is.

In welcoming the pas-
sage of the bill, she com-
mended its sponsors,
New York Democratic
C o n g r e s s i o n a l
Representative Eliot L.

Engel, ranking member
of the US House of
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ’
Committee on Foreign
affairs, and South Florida
R e p u b l i c a n
Congresswoman Ileana
Ros-Lehtinen, a former
chair of the committee
and thanked all those
involved in its passage.

The Ambassador took
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By Monique
Washington

A two-year-old
N o n - p r o f i t
Organization,
Nevis National
F r i e n d s
Society, will
spread the
C h r i s t m a s
cheer to 25 families
around the island this
season .

The society will be hand-
ing over five hampers in
each parish to needy
families. On Wednesday
the executive members
of the society handed
over the first hamper to
Walter “JamDem”
Huggins of Cotton
Ground.

President of the society
Pastor Rolson Deason
said, “We hope and pray
that they will enjoy the
gifts therein and they are
to know that we did not
forget them, they are
remembered and this is a
token gift of remem-
brance.”

The society functions
under its motto “People
serving People” and has

sought to help families
and groups. Speaking
with The Observer on
Wednesday President
Deason explained what
the society has been
doing for the past two
years.

“We have had our Good
Citizen’s Award, where
we award the recipient
Raul who keeps our city
clean with a plaque and
money,” he said. “We
also have a Schools
Good Conduct award
that is given to a child
from each of the primary
schools. We are not
looking to give it to the
most brilliant child but a
child who tries his or her
best and who because of
their effort may even sur-
prise themselves.

“We give financial med-
ical assistance. If a per-

son has an illness and
needs medical treatment
we assist them as long as
their medical bill comes
over a certain amount
they are given some
assistance. We give per-
sons a small sum of
money towards funeral

expenses,” he said.

In addition Mr. Deason
said his organization
donates to the Youth and
Sports Island Youth
Academy.

“We believe this to be of

utmost importance
because what that does is
it motivate,” he said.

Anyone above the age of
18 can join the society.

“The membership is
$100 annually. We do
Fund raiser such as yard
sales, walkathon,
Culturama Food Fair.

We have about 28-30
members that meet at
Headquarters at Luscious
Restaurant and Lounge
in Shaw Road once per
month,” he said.

When it comes to hand-
ing out Christmas
Hampers, he concluded,
“We look for to continue
this gift of love.”
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By Loshaun Dixon

Basseterre, St. Kitts-One of the most
anticipated activities for Carnival is set
to get underway Friday Dec. 16, fol-
lowing weeks of speculation as to
whether it would be present during this
year’s festivities.

Party Central, the popular nightly
street lime in Basseterre during carni-
val, is about to open after weeks of
inactivity.

Speaking on Freedom FM this week,
Party Central organiser Terrance ‘Zico’
Condor made the announcement stat-
ing they plan to bring the same format
of nightly entertainment for the dura-
tion of the carnival season.

“I am here to let everybody know fret
not, Party Central is a go! This Friday
we open with Grand Masters and it is
going to be the same energy, same high
quality entertainment, nothing on noth-
ing off,” he said.

Mr. Condor apologised for the late
announcement stating they were just
making sure everything was in place.

“We had to get everything and let the
process go through before we come
and make any statements. Safe to say
everything is ok we on track for this
Friday. I apologise for the late
announcement but we really want to
make sure that everything was orga-
nized and set,” he said.

He noted that one change that will take
place would be their partnership with
the Carnival Committee which would
see them provide entertainment for
Carnival Village in the Circus.

“Last year what they wanted to do is to
try to get more people involved. It nor-
mally was just us with our two bars but
now there are a lot of vendors who
want to get in on the action. We had to
work out how to go about creating that
environment,” he declared.
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By Monique Washington

A distraught motorist
was shocked to see his
registration number on
another car that hap-
pened to belong to a min-
ister of government.

Curtis Browne, whose
vehicle has the registra-
tion P111, spotted his
number on a vehicle
owned by the Hon. Mark
Brantley he told The
Observer.

“Until July, I was the reg-
istered owner of motor
car P111 and have been
for at least 20 years,” he
said. “My car has been
in the garage for more
than a year. As custom-

ary I would normally
indicate this to the traffic

department in writing so
that I would be able to

retain my registration
number as I have done
numerous times in the
past without any difficul-
ties,” Mr. Browne said.

He told the Observer that
he approached Daniel
Brantley and Associates
to seek legal advice.
After the consultation he
went to the traffic depart-
ment where he was told
the registration number
now belongs to Hon. Mr.
Brantley.

“And I had just left his

office ,” he said.

“I subsequently had a
meeting with superinten-
dent Mills the next day to
discuss the matter and
told him the number is of
sentimental value to me
and I want it back. He
told me the vehicle has-
n’t been licensed for
more than a year so there
isn’t much that he could
do.”

Brown said that he con-
tacted Brantley to discuss
the issue.

“I outlined all the facts
surrounding the matter.
Mr. Brantley said to
me that there isn’t any-
thing he could do
because it was the
dealer who sold him
the vehicle and did the
licensing. I told him
the number is of senti-
mental value to me and
Iwould like to have the
number back.”

Brown said Brantley
agreed to give him
back the number. So
far that hasn’t hap-
pened, he said, adding,
“In my opinion, he is
either unwilling or
unable to deal with the
matter.”

He said the situation has
led him to speak to the
former commissioner of
police.

“He told me that the
police didn’t have the
right to reassign my
number to anyone once I
took in a letter,” Browne
said.

If the number is not reas-
signed to him after 20
years, he said he will take
legal action.
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By Loshaun Dixon

Basseterre, St. Kitts-
The Fire and Rescue
Services in St. Kitts and
Nevis recently received a
donation from a business
entity to assist the orga-
nization in achieving its
fire safety agenda.

On Tuesday morning the
Kier Group of
Companies donated a
printer, a multimedia
projector and a laptop to
the Fire and Rescue
Services.

Speaking to the media
following the donation,
Deputy Fire Chief (Ag)
Abdias Samuel indicated
that the donation for the
business entity was a
demonstration of its
assistance and commit-
ment to the fire service
ensuring they have quali-
ty equipment.

“Director Mr. Miller took
some time from his
schedule to donate these
equipment to the fire ser-
vices because of the
excellent work the fire
services has done and
making sure the estab-
lishment has a first class
fire safety system in
place,” he said.

Mr. Samuel disclosed
that the new equipment
would be used to assist
with its Fire Prevention
Program. He also gave
some background on the
Fire Prevention Program.

“What it seeks to do is to
ensure that business
places, residential homes
or commercial areas have
adequate safety systems
in place. We educate the
general public about

establishing fire plans in
the event of an emer-
gency happening what do
you do and also how do
you work along with the
emergency response
agencies ensuring you
can help them be more
effective and efficient,”
he said.

The Deputy Fire Chief
also gave insight on how
critical the donation was
to their program.

“They are very critical.
It gives you mobility that
you can present your
information and use mul-
timedia, social media and
many mechanism in
order to reach the general
public in many ways. It
gives us that interface of
different options to reach
the general public,” he
said.

Samuel also indicated
that under the program
they have partnerships
with numerous business
places and officers are
sometimes charged with
carrying out inspections
at these entities.

“These inspections are
also done with our differ-
ent partners like the
Labour Department and
Health Department
…and if we find any
infractions whoever
jurisdiction it falls under,
that agency is advised
that these violations are
there and the agency will

take the necessary steps
to get them rectify that
problem,” he said.

Also taking place on
Monday was a competi-
tion between the Fire and
Rescue Officers from the
various stations across
St. Kitts.

Samuel stated that the
competition was used to
bring comradarie and
competitive spirit among
the officers.

“The RLB fire hall came
out on top and they were
able to do the exercise
and complete it in due
time. They had to put on
the gears, cut metal, lift
and basic things that test
their ability. This morn-
ing I am pleased to see
that RLB Fire hall came
out on top,” he said.

The only female to par-
ticipate in the event,
Loretta Hodge, said she
felt great participating in
the competition and
believed she could beat-
en all the other males.

She also encouraged
more females to take fire
and rescue up as a career
and use the chance to
save lives as a motiva-
tion.

“I feel women could
work like men and do a
just as good or even bet-
ter job. I could compete
against those guys and
beat them,” she said.
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PINK DAISY SALON & SPA

Job available for certified hairstylist with minimum
5 years experience must be proficient with
Caucasian Hair. Must have own transport.

Must be knowledgeable with ombré, bayalage,
shadow rooting and all latest techniques.

Please send resume to: socalhair@yahoo.com

Fire and rescue officers pose with Keir group of companies
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By Loshaun Dixon

Basseterre, St. Kitts-
The Prime Minister of St.
Kitts and Nevis the Hon.
Dr. Timothy Harris has
raised concerns about
accountability regarding
the operations of the
Sugar Workers
D i v e r s i f i c a t i o n
Foundation (SIDF) and
indicated that individuals
could be held responsible
for their involvement.

Dr. Harris was at the time
delivering a report on the
Foundation to Parliament
on Tuesday morning, fol-
lowing an investigation
by Ernst and Young.

The Prime Minister
revealed that since its
inception in 2014, the
SIDF has been the bene-
ficiary of nearly $1.5 bil-
lion dollars and over the
same period it has spent
over $1 billion.

“Prior to the last general
election two years lead-
ing up that in fact, over
$500 million dollars was
spent, almost doubling
the normal annual expen-
diture of the SIDF since
its inception. Among
those rather startling lev-
els of expenditure, was
the discovery that about
$150 million dollars was
spent on miscellaneous
grants and donations in
the two years leading up
to the 2015 general elec-
tions,” he said.

He noted that with so
much of the country’s
funds having been spent
without any proper sup-
porting documentation to
show that it has devel-
oped into “an entirely
unacceptable situation.”

“Based on the findings of
the report it is being
explored whether the
previous counsellors
breached their duty to
exercise the care, the
diligence and skill,
which a reasonably pru-
dent person would exer-
cise in comparable cir-
cumstances by entering
into these projects with-
out the necessary due
diligence and feasibility
studies being conduct-
ed,” he stated.

Dr. Harris pledged to
recover the squandered
funds which he said
belonged to the people of
St. Kitts and Nevis and
hold accountable those
found to be negligent and
who improperly per-
formed their responsibil-
ities.

“I will not shirk my
responsibility in this
regard,” he said. “I wish
to caution that I may hear
my friends on the oppo-
site side hollering that
this is a witch hunt. I can
assure them that this cer-
tainly is not.

“What is taking place is a
very careful process

where we are piecing
together the SIDF story,
so that we can under-
stand where we are, how
we got there, so that for
the first time, reasoned
decisions based on rele-
vant information and in
the best interest of the
citizens of St. Kitts and
Nevis can be taken.”

The Minister of Finance
also looked at SIDF
expenditure from 2010-
2015 on state funded and
projects that includes
PEP in which $164.4M
was spent, SCASPA who
received $16.8M,
SKELEC $46M,
Community Projects 1.2
million and LED and
Solar Panel initiative
$18.4M.

“Of concern, coming out
of the review were sig-
nificant payments to two
members of what I could
only describe as the para-
sitic oligarchy of the pre-
vious Douglas regime.

Over the period June
2014 to February 2015
Mr. Delano Bart Q.C was
paid over $3M in legal
fees for advice relating to
agreements relating to
the SIDF and other enti-
ties and several of these
were government enti-
ties,” he declared.

He stated that those fees
in most instances were
for an advising agree-
ment that had already
been drafted by third
party lawyers.

“There is very little if
any basis for the payment
of such substantial
amounts over an eight
month period,” he said.

He also noted another big
pay out to Michael
Martin, who the Prime
Minister claimed to have
received $2.3M.

“This sum was paid for
attending board meetings
and performing the role
of cooperate secretary,
the result of which is a
complete absence of
board records to properly
support or record the
board decisions along
with management fees in
circumstances where the
SIDF had a full comple-
ment of staff,” he said.

The investments made to
the private sector in the
$70M to Kittitian Hill
and the $43M to
Christophe Harbour also
came under scrutiny by
the Prime Minister’s
review. He slammed the
former board members
on multiple occasion for

not doing proper due dili-
gence before engaging in
these enterprises.

Dr. Harris disclosed that
in 2010 it was revealed
that the SIDF made its
initial investment of US
$11.1M into Belmont
Resort Limited (BRL)
who constructs, owns
and manages the Kittitian
Hill project.

“The initial part of the
investment was a loan of
US $5.7M and from all
investigations it was evi-
dent that this loan was
initially rejected by the
Board of the SIDF and
then, without any expla-
nation it was hurriedly
approved and paid out
without the performance
of any due diligence in
order to determine
whether the project was a
viable one,” he said.

The loan was provided
with a shared capital pur-
chase of US $5.4M the
Prime Minister
explained, was also made
without due diligence or
a feasibility study.

“It saw the SIDF which
was never intended to be
in the hotel business ini-
tially becoming a 60 per-
cent shareholder in BRL
more popularly referred
to as Kittitian Hill,” he
said.

He also indicated that the
project was under the
chairmanship of Joseph
Edmeade who also
served as Cabinet
Secretary in the previous
administration.

“So you have the Cabinet
Secretary playing a sig-
nificant and decisive role
on the SIDF Board. The
project was supposed to
be completed in
2013…with 291 units
and while it was open in
December 2014 it is up
to this point in 2016 not
completed. In fact it is
still very far from com-
pletion stage,” he said.

He indicated that SIDF

involvement in Kittitian
Hill has exponentially
increased and its current
exposure to the project is
now approximately
$78.3M.

“This consists of share-
holder loans of $51.8M
an equity of $26.4M. in
essence the SIDF had
found itself very much,
the majority owner of
Kittitian Hill with a 90%
equity interest and bur-
dened with significant
financial exposure,” he
declared.

The Prime Minister stat-
ed that the SIDF is now
left with the daunting
task of and rescuing its
investment.

“Currently three mem-
bers of the board of SIDF
hold positions on BRL.
The Chairperson of SIDF
is the Chairperson of
these boards. After a
thorough review of the
company’s operations
and finances that were
done for the first time
under this current board.
It has now taken control
of all the financial
aspects of Kittitian Hill
while all construction is
taken to an acceptable
level of completion,” he
said.

Dr. Harris said that the
SIDF is aiming to finish
construction while also
finding a buyer(s) for its
shares in the company.

“While completion of
construction is being pur-
sued, efforts are under-
way to identify and retain
a specialist entity which
will take over the man-
agement of the hotel until
a suitable buyer or
investor can be found to
relieve the SIDF of all if
not the majority of its
shareholding,” he said.

He rebuked the decision
in 2013 for the SIDF to
spend a further sum of
$6.5M to purchase
Golden Lemon Hotel for
BRL.
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By Loshaun Dixon

Basseterre, St. Kitts-
Taiwanese Ambassador
to St. Kitts and Nevis His
Excellency George Gow
Wei Chiou has revealed
some plans his Embassy
has for St. Kitts and
Nevis in 2017, including
movie screenings sched-
uled for Nevis starting in
January.

The Ambassador spoke
at a luncheon for media
personnel put on by the
Taiwanese Embassy
when he made his
remarks about planned
Taiwanese movie airings
in Nevis high schools

“We will cooperate with

the Nevis Offshore
Foundation from January
to provide Taiwanese
Movies to the founda-
tion that will use them to
showcase to one high
school per month,” he
said.

He said the movie
screenings were devel-
oped to expose the stu-
dents to the Taiwanese
culture.

“The purpose of this pro-
gram is to not only give
the students culture from
Taiwan but also to help
stimulate them and the
younger generation to
think about a different
kind of culture. If we get
them to do this, they

open their view to the
world,” he added.

The ambassador
announced other activi-
ties his office would be
involved in for 2017.

“In April we will take
part when the Ministry of
Agriculture has
its Agriculture fair. My
embassy will also have a
Taiwanese Cultural week
and we will provide
some of the options from
our culture. My embassy
will provide some of the
works we have done,” he
stated.

The Luncheon put on by
the Embassy was held at
Taiwan Tasty and attract-

ed two dozen media rep-
resentative.

Gow Wei Chiou said the
luncheon was held in
appreciation of the

media’s support to the
Taiwanese Embassy and
Government.

“The purpose of today’s
lunch is to say our sincer-

est thanks from my
embassy and my govern-
ment to all of you
because in the past year
you have supported us so
well,” he said.

NIA CHARLESTOWN
NEVIS — The Nevis
Water Department
(NWD) will continue to
upgrade water distribu-
tion systems on Nevis in
2017, with planned pipe
upgrades in the Brown
Hill area and other parts
of the island, according
to the government.

The Hon. Troy Liburd,
Junior Minister in the
Minister of
Communications, Works
and Public Utilities, said
at a recent sitting of the
Nevis Island Assembly
that the upgrades would
be done in conjunction

with the Public Works
Department which will
be engaged at the same
time in road works.

“This will coincide with
works to be carried out
by the Public Works
Department on the
Brown Hill Road
Rehabilitation Project,”
he said.

“They will also be fully
engaged in pipe upgrades
in the Shaw’s Road area
and this will be in con-
junction with works to be
carried out on the Shaw’s
Road Rehabilitation
Project. These piping

networks we expect them
to go along Shaw’s Road
up to Gore Hill, all the
way up to Fountain,” he
said.

In addition, the NWD
hopes to bring relief to
consumers in areas expe-
riencing low or no water
pressure. Mr. Liburd
described the project as
an ambitious but neces-
sary one.

He explained that one of
the reasons for expand-
ing the Nevis Water
Supply Enhancement
Project - by expanding
the transmission mains,
the second phase of

which will commence in
2017 - is to facilitate all
the upgrades.

The Minister said the
larger pipes would carry
more flow as opposed to
the smaller pipes which
results in low pressure
which affects consumers
who live in higher eleva-
tions.

Liburd also used the
opportunity to commend
the NWD for their ser-
vice in 2016.

“The [Nevis] Water
Department has worked
hard in 2016 and they
will continue to work

hard in 2017 and we will
be there to support them.

“I want to commend the
manager of the depart-
ment and the staff of the
department and I want to
encourage them to keep
on doing what they are
doing. Keep on striving
to improve,” he said.

Meantime, Liburd stated
that laying water mains is
labour and equipment
intensive and told local
service providers they
should prepare to take
advantage of the oppor-
tunities that would
become available when
the NWD projects begin

in 2017.

“It has been the policy of
this government, that
wherever possible, that
we utilise as much of our
local equipment
providers, our local
truckers and our local
labourers, as possible,”
he said.

“What I have outlined
here for 2017 is a lot of
work on the water side
and so, our local service
providers can look out in
2017 because the water
department will have a
lot of work going on and
a lot of work for them.”

LOCAL NEWS
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Taiwanese Ambassador speaking at luncheon

Hon. Troy Liburd, Junior Minister in the Ministry of
Communications, Works and Public Utilities in the
Nevis Island Administration, at a sitting of the Nevis

Island Assembly (file photo)

Taiwanese Ambassador announces plans for 2017

Nevis Water Dept. to embark on village pipe upgrades in 2017



By Monique Washington

Two men who
are responsible for pro-
tecting the people of St.
Kitts and Nevis have
been charged, bailed and
had their identities hid-
den from the public
while other citizens who
have been charged with
similar offenses have had
their names and
faces made known to the
public.

In November, a soldier
and a constable were
charged with raping a
young woman. The
Observer contacted
Public Relations Officer
Grell Browne on
Thursday to confirm the
names of the alleged
rapists but he noted that
because of the nature of

the crime the names will
not be made public.

According St.
Christopher and Nevis
Chapter 4.21, offences
against the person act
Revised Edition 2009
section 73. (1) “After a
person is charged with an
offence mentioned in
section 72(2) (rape,
defilement of a girl under
sixteen years, indecent
assault, sodomy, incest),
no matter which is likely
to lead members of the
public to identify a per-
son as the complainant or
as the accused in relation
to that offence shall
either by published in
written publication or be
broadcast in St.
Christopher and Nevis.’

The Royal St.

Christopher and Nevis
police force has released
the names of a number of
persons charged with
rape, buggery, incest, and
indecent assault through
their press releases and
Facebook page as recent
as this year. According to
the laws of the
Federation “A person

who publishes or broad-
cast any matter contrary
to subsection (1) com-
mits an offence and is
liable, on summary con-
viction, to fine not
exceeding five thousand
dollars or to imprison-
ment for a term not
exceeding two years”.

On Tuesday the officer
accused of rape appeared
in the magistrate court. A
Constable in the Royal
St. Christopher and
Nevis was bailed out of
jail by posting $10,000,
according to a police
issued press release. The
soldier accused of rape
was also bailed.

The Constable was repre-
sented by attorney
Saundra Hector who
requested bail.

The rape incident hap-
pened in late November
between the solider con-
stable and a young
woman. Both men were
charged and remanded.
Attorney Hector told the
court that while the
charge is serious “it is
merely allegations”. She

said her client has two
children and he is not
known by the court. She
also said the officer is
from St. Vincent and the
Grenadines and is willing
to surrender his travel
documents.

Magistrate Yasmine
Clarke granted bail in the
sum of $10,000 with two
sureties and ordered
him to surrender all trav-
el documents.

On Wednesday
Commissioner Queeley
said, “No one is above
the law, and I have previ-
ously stated, we will not
condone wrong doing.
Everyone is responsible
for their actions and will
be held accountable.”
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By Loshaun Dixon

Basseterre, St. Kitts-Rams Village
Superstars were the victims of a sport-
ing collapse after they conceded two
goals in the final 10 minutes of a St.

Kitts Nevis Football Association
(SKNFA) Premier League to S L
Hosford St. Pauls on Sunday Dec. 11.

Rams Village Superstars side were
clinging to a critical top four sport

when they came up against St. Pauls
who was trying to bounce back from
two consecutive defeats at the hands of
Garden Hot Spurs and Conaree.

The side from West Basseterre howev-
er started on the front foot and took the
lead on 17 through Joseph Wilkes to
add to the despair of the St. Pauls fans
as they saw their team fall behind for
the third straight game.

The game went from bad to worse for
St. Pauls when Omar Francis was given
his marching orders in the first half.

Despite falling behind and being a man
down, the St. Pauls team continued to
show some fight but was unable to
come up with a with an answer to
unlock the Village defence. The Village
side also had ample opportunities to
add to their slender lead.

Their poor finishing came back to
haunt them when Kelvin Taylor’s 82nd
minute strike brought the game back on

level terms.

As fans started to come to accept the
game as a draw, Akio Benjamin popped
up with a goal in the final minute of the
game to hand a blow to the Village side.

The victory for St. Pauls keeps them a
pace with Cayon and Spurs who sit at
the summit of the league.

Earlier on Sunday, Delta Petroleum
Sandy Point’s miserable season took
another turn for the worst as they were
hammered 5-0 by a Conaree team who
makes a leap into a top four spot for the
first time this season.

On Saturday league leader Cayon had
to come from behind to register a victo-
ry over Fast Cash SPD.

The SPD was struck an early blow
when Junique Eddy saw red for a tack-
le in the 9th minute in what many
thought was a harsh decision.

The SPD side however seemed to have
used the sending off as motivation and
three minutes later took the lead
through Evansroy Barnes.

Cayon then pulled level on 33 minutes
through talisman Javiem Blanchette to
keep the game on level terms heading
in to Halftime.

Blanchette then scored the winner on
the other side of the break in the
67th minute to ensure his side remain
on top of the table.

Also on Saturday Garden Hotspurs
kept on the heels of Cayon with a 1-0
victory over Old Road Jets to remain
two points behind the league leaders
and one point ahead of St. Pauls in
third. The lone goal came from Tahir
Hanley in the first half.

LOCAL NEWS

Constable bailed on rape charge

Village Collapse hands St. Pauls come from behind victory

LIQUOR LICENCES
ORDINANCE, 1906
SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘C’
To the Superintendent of Police

I, Park Hyatt St. Kitts Christophe
Habour now Residing in Banana Bay
in the town of South Penninsula do
hereby give you notice.
That it is my intention to apply on
30th Day of December 2016 next to
the District Magistrate at Basseterre
for a Retail Liquor Licence in respect
of my premses in Banana Bay, South
Penninsula, St. Kitts.
Dated this 2nd day of December 2016

Signed: M. Joseph



By Loshaun Dixon

Basseterre, St. Kitts-
Stakeholders in the
yachting sector in St.
Kitts and Nevis met for a
one day forum on
Monday, Dec. 12 at the
Ocean Terrace Inn, to
discuss a Yachting Sector
Strategic Action Plan to
build a successful indus-
try in the Federation.

At the interactive forum,
a discussion was held
between stakeholders of
the sector and representa-
tives Economic
Commission for Latin
America and the
Caribbean (ECLAC) and
IMAS relating to a path
forward for the yachting
industry in St. Kitts and
Nevis.

Director of Maritime
Affairs in St. Kitts and
Nevis McClean Hobson
stated that over the last

couple years they have
been talking about the
development of the
yachting sector in St.
Kitts and Nevis but that
he was unsure whether
stakeholders understood
what it takes to build the
industry.

“It is going to take much
more than what we are
doing now to build the
kind of industry that we
want,” he said.
“Ultimately the chal-
lenge how do you make
the potential and benefits
of the yachting sector
accessible to not just a
few persons but to the
ordinary man on the
street.”

He added that there are
good and bad examples
of yachting sector devel-
opment in the Caribbean
and they hope to repli-
cate one of the good
examples.

“Clearly we do not
intend to in terms of
development follow the
bad example,” he added.
“We want to create an
essential, superior, sec-
ond to none yachting
industry in St. Kitts and
Nevis. Our planning
therefore must be thor-
ough, must be inclusive,
and must be designed to
increase the contribution
of the Yachting Sector to
the Gross Domestic
Product of St. Kitts and
Nevis.”

Mr. Hobson said a
request was made to
ECLAC a few months
ago and a consultant was
on the ground who start-
ed work on the strategic
plan for the yachting sec-
tor.

Assistant Secretary in the
Ministry of Tourism
Diannille Taylor-

Williams stated that less
than two months ago
they met to discuss the
issues related with the
development of the
yachting sector and were
to deliver the first draft.

“It is no mean feat for us
to be here less than two
months later to be look-
ing at our first draft of
the Yachting Sector
Strategic Action Plan,”
she declared.

She also indicated that
the government is privy
to the pros and cons of
having a functional
yachting sector

“In tourism we are keen-
ly aware of the many
benefits that can be
gained from nurturing a
truly sustainable yacht-
ing sector. We are also
well aware of some of
the pit falls that can
occur if we were not to

do this in a sustainable
and well managed way,”
she said.

Willard Phillips, a repre-
sentative from ECLAC
who played a key role in
the consultation, noted
that since 2004 they have
done a number of specif-
ic technical assessments
as it relates to the yacht-
ing sector.

“We believe that it has
immense potential in
strengthening the econo-
my and providing sub-
stantial to the people of
St. Kitts and Nevis and
the Caribbean,” he said.

He also acknowledged
the clear focus and intent
by the government and
people of St. Kitts and
Nevis in the development
of the yachting sector
and stated, “That inten-
tion has been manifested
with St. Kitts and Nevis’

request of us for techni-
cal support.”

He added what they
hoped to present was the
result of the initial con-
sultation held with stake-
holders addressing con-
cerns and interests
regarding how the
national policy would be
shaped.

Tourism Minister
Lindsay Grant who did
not give a formal presen-
tation joined the discus-
sion and urged the partic-
ipants to find a way to
make it less harassing for
yacht owners when they
arrive to the shores of St.
Kitts and Nevis. He cited
a friend of his who nor-
mally visits the
Federation via yacht who
complained about the
problems he receives at
the ports in St. Kitts.

By Monique Washington

After almost a month of
the New Castle police sta-
tion being closed for
demolition and recon-
struction, the promise
made to the people of St.
James of an “outpost”
where at least two officers
will be present has still not
been fulfilled.

Just over a month ago
Minster Hon Alexis
Jeffers, representative for
St. James, revealed the
plans to build a new police
Station in New Castle

He explained that though
the station will be leveled,
they are working on hav-
ing some presence still in
terms of physical pres-
ences.

“We are securing what we
call an out post and have at
least two police around the
clock in that particular
building ensuring that if
someone passes by to
make a complain they can,
if someone calls they can
get someone there .We are
not going to close the sta-
tion and totally abandon St
James ,” he said.

Since then the Observer
understands that the offi-
cers that were stationed at
the New Castle police sta-

tion have been deployed to
the Cotton Ground police
Station and theGingerland
Police station. The
Observer also witnessed
on a number of occasions
frequent patrolling in and
around the St. James area.

The Observer made
attempts on Thursday to
contact the Commissioner
of Police Ian Queeley, but
so far no response has
been forthcoming.

The decision to build a
new Police Station in St.
James, Mr. Jeffers said, is
“long overdue”. The min-
ister further noted that the
deplorable conditions at
the station were so bad
that he would not live in it
for a day.

“The police have that have
been there for these years I
believe they are living
under circumstances that
many of us would not
want to spend a night
under those circum-
stances. It is that bad. We
are going to bring a brand
new state of the arts police
station to new castle to
sever the people of New
Castle the people of St.
James and by extension
the entire island,” the min-
ister declared.

Yachting sector Strategic plan discussed

St. James still
without police
outpost
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By Loshaun Dixon

Basseterre, St. Kitts-
The Soca Monarch
Semi-Finals were held
on Friday evening and
the line-up of those who
will suit up for the
finals on Christmas Eve
with first time competi-
tors Dejour and Lil Miss
lead the categories fol-
lowing their perfor-
mances at Carnival
Village.

Though a small crowd
had gathered for the
event, artists aimed to
make an impression on
the judges in order to
make a berth in the
finals to try and unseat
Nicha B and Mr. Hype
who currently hold the
Groovy and Power titles
respectively.

Groovy Soca Segment

With 18 artists on show,
eight were selected to
move on to the finals.

Totaling 454 points,
teenage song sensation
Dejour topped the
Groovy category with
his popular tune Don’t
Care as he got some of
the crowd to stand up
and become engaged.

The performer then told

the audience to let his
parents know that for
Sugar Mas he does not
plan to behave nicely
and he does not care if
they see him doing so.

Following closely on
his heels was Rucas HE
who amassed 451 points
with the rendition of his
‘Sway’ song. He had
audience members
doing the sway dance
that closely choreo-
graphed what he was
doing on stage.

Third was Shanna who
totalled 436 points with

‘International Girl’
while Xman (Session
Starters) and KT (Loose
Me) were tied in fourth
place with 433 points.

The other Groovy
Finalists are Vybz, DJ
Woodis and Pinocchio
who will aim to become
the 2016 Groovy
Monarch.

Power Soca Segment

Newcomer Lil Miss fol-
lowed up on her strong
performance in the
Power Eliminations
with another top perfor-

mance of her tune
‘XOXO’ amassing 423
points. Though small in
stature Lil Miss’ power-
ful voice captivated
audience members
causing them to jump
and get wild with her
dance moves.

One point behind Lil
Miss however, was the
performing duo of LAX
and KT with their per-
formance of their song
‘Big Truck’ that gar-
nered 422 points.

Third was former
Groovy and Power Soca

Monarch TakeOver
who’s exciting perfor-
mance of ‘One way or
another’ totalled 388 as
he had members of the
crowd running from
one side to the other.

In the end seven were
chosen to compete
against reigning
monarch Mr. Hype.
The other Power final-
ist are Shanna, Daddy
2 Sec, Foxy and X-
Man.

The Semi-Finals were
hosted by former soca
artiste Ranking Skeff.

Calypso Eliminations

Former Calypso King
Socrates leads the pack
of 18 coming out of
eliminations and head-
ing into the Semi-Finals
of the Senior Calypso
Monarch completion.

The seasoned calypso-
nians who had a brief
retirement stint cap-
tured top spot with a
point’s tally of 277 after
following the two night
elimination performing
his song ‘The Bridge’.

Following close behind
Socrates was two other
veteran performers in
Calypso Craig and

Daddy who both
amassed 272 and 271
points respectively.

Lil Miss Atitude or Lil
Miss who also recently
topped the Power Soca
rankings heading into
the final also was a top
four finisher with her
‘Check Me in January’
hit.

The other Semi-finalists
include Lord Kut (259),
Lucious (258), Godfrey
(254), I-Soursop (253),
Lady Diva (251),
Queenie G (250), Queen
Kibbie (247),
Hollywood (244),
Jungle Lion (238) and
Princess P (227).

Out of the more than 40
calypsonians, 18 were
selected for the Semis
as opposed to the cus-
tomary 16 due to two
ties between Mighty J
and King Irvin who
both scored 241 points
and Singing Jackie and
Lady B who got 235
points.

The Semi-finals of the
Calypso Monarch will
be staged Dec. 18 when
seven participants will
be selected to challenge
King Astro in the Finals
on Dec. 29.
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Page 20 The St. Ki tts-Nevis Observer. Friday December 16, 2016 LOCAL NEWS

Soca monarch semi finals

Dejour and Lil Miss heads Soca Monarch Finalist;
Socrates tops Calypso eliminations



RBC Royal Bank recently launched its
Mobile Banking app for iOS and
Android devices across the Caribbean.
This new, innovative service provides
flexibility and convenience to RBC’s
Personal and Business Banking clients.
Clients can now conduct transactions
anywhere, anytime, and using any
device.

The bank also introduced its new
online website, which provides easy
navigation across a wide range of
devices. RBC’s objective is to have a
single digital platform that will provide
a consistent experience for our clients
across all markets.

Isaac Solomon, Managing Director
says: “We recognize the changing
demand of our clients for digital pay-
ment options as part of their daily

banking services. Clients want to be
able to perform easy and secure daily
banking activities on an anytime/any-
where basis. The launch of the RBC
Mobile Banking App is a significant
milestone for our markets in the
Caribbean and part of the bank’s pur-
pose to helping our clients thrive and
shape their future”. Isaac Solomon,
Managing Director continues: “We
want to differentiate ourselves by
delivering leading edge products and
services to our clients. By investing in
technology we aim to make it easier for
our clients to do business with us in an
innovative way and at their conve-
nience”.

The RBC Mobile Banking app is avail-
able to clients who are enrolled in
RBC’s Netbank or Royal Online
Banking Service and can be down-

loaded free of charge from the Google
Play or theAppleApp store. Earlier this
year the Android version of the Mobile
Banking app was launched in Trinidad
& Tobago, the Dutch Caribbean and the
Eastern Caribbean. Over 10,000 clients
downloaded the app for their banking
transactions since it was first launched.

According to Isaac Solomon,
Managing Director, this new solution
contributes to the bank’s existing suite
of self-serve channels that will empow-
er clients in the ability to conduct their
banking and manage their finances on
their time and at their convenience in a
safe and fast manner. RBC is commit-
ted to provide full-feature banking to
its clients regardless of the device that
they use and is constantly enhancing its
digital channels towards that goal.

The RBC Mobile Banking offers many
advanced features, among others:

Clients can register and sign-in for the
first time right from their mobile device

Add payees and manage templates
from Mobile Banking

Approve and release payments for
clients

View eStatements

In the past months RBC has made sig-
nificant investments in technology,
including the launch of the Online
Payment Solution, EZPay and upgrad-
ing Point of Sale Machines. RBC will
continue to develop new products and
services geared towards customer con-
venience. To find out more, visit our
website at: www.rbc.com/caribbean.

C M Y K
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RBC launches newMobile Banking app and Online bankingWebsite
New technology for customer convenience

$80



He said all the
popular bands
and DJ in the
Federation are
set to grace the
Party Central
stage and invit-
ed the public to
attend regard-

less of their societal differences.

“It has become a place where regard-
less of the social divide that stay at the
top of Fort Street. This is the type of
vibe we are trying to promote,” he said.

Condor also announced the Party
Central Pool party that debuted last
year will return as well as an inaugural
boat ride.

the matter and that
Hamilton sent a letter in
August 2015 requesting
particulars where he
identified a number of
names for whom he has
acted as a court assisted
lawyer.

“We have had to verify
the case numbers. We
had to verify the dates
that these cases had been
conducted and had to
verify the particular out-
come of these cases.

This information was not
contained in any of the
letters received by the
office of the Attorney
General,” he said.

Byron disclosed that the
information was not sup-
plied when it was
requested from
Hamilton.

“No particulars were pro-
vided by the attorney and
for each and every name
submitted he requested a
retainer of 75,000 for a
grand total of $2.1M that

he wanted the Office Of
The Attorney General to
pay,” he said.

The Attorney General
added that they have
done extensive investiga-
tion into the matter and if
any lawyer had been
assisting the court the
matter ought to be settled
within the existing frame
work.

Byron also stated they
have reviewed the
process and made a com-
parison to what happens

in other Caribbean coun-
tries including Trinidad
and Tobago where in
matters when the court
appoints a lawyer, that
lawyer may receive a
maximum of $3,000
USD unless the judge
certifies an increase that
will not exceed $4,000
USD.

“Here in St. Kitts and
Nevis the fees that have
been put in place more
than 10 years ago and
reviewed by theAssistant
Secretary of the court

five to six years ago and
the review we did last
year, and based on the
circumstances increased
it 50 percent,” he said.

He revealed that over the
past two years, eight
lawyers have been paid a
sum $425,300 as court
assisted lawyers.

They include Dr. Henry
Browne, Heskett
Benjamin, Chesley
Hamilton, Fitzroy Eddy,
John Cato, Robelto
Hector and Mrs. Marissa

Hobson-Newman.

“From that $425,300
Chesley Hamilton had
received 158,500. The
Office of the Attorney
General would continue
to review the restructure
in the New Year. We will
present a number of
option including the cre-
ation of an office of
Public Defendant in
which attorneys who will
be dedicated to offer
legal aid defence to those
charged with criminal
matters,” he said.

laughed at him as he gave his ruling...

Senator Carty said, “We continue to
lament the dragging of the DPP out of
office.’

The PM rose on a point of order saying,
“For us to be engaged with a matter to
do with the DPP is bringing unneces-
sary scrutiny with respect to the office
of the Court. There was no DPP that
was dragged anywhere.”

The Prime Minister then sat down.

At this point Speaker intervened.
Carty, who was standing and started to
speak, sat down and was looking at the
Speaker when the Speaker said “I too
have a concern with the usage of the
term ‘the dragging of the DPP out of
office’. It was at this exact point, that

Carty laughed out loudly, turning his
head at the same time in the direction of
his college Maynard who was seated on
his left. When he finished laughing, he
said something else.

Perkins immediately ruled that Carty
laughed at him which under Standing
Order 49 (2), he considered to be
“grossly disorderly” and ordered Carty
to leave Parliament for the rest of the
days sitting.

The Speaker had issued a warning to
the House on the adjournment the day
before, saying that he would not be tol-
erating any more disrespect to the Chair
and that he had experienced and toler-
ated before...

When asked about the accusations from
Members of the Opposition that some

of his rulings have been unfair or bias,
Speaker, Perkins again invited the pub-
lic to consider why these Members
choose not to follow the rules of the
House (under Section 48(1)) which
allow for any Member to challenge or

have a review of any ruling, through “a
substantive motion made after notice”.
He said members instead, have gone to
the public and made statements that
misrepresent the facts or that are false.

note of Congressman Engle’s com-
ments that passage of the bill comes “at
a time when our friends in the
Caribbean need us more than ever, this
bill will prioritize our partnership with
the sub-region for many years to come.

‘It is long past time to have a multi-
year strategy that will allow us to
increase engagement with the
Caribbean, especially when it comes to
energy and security.

“The countries of the Caribbean are
profoundly important to the United
States, and particularly to the many

Caribbean-American citizens in our
country.”

Under the United States-Caribbean
Strategic Engagement Act (H.R. 4939),
the US Secretary of State and the US
Agency for International Development
(USAID) will devise a multi-year strat-
egy on issues of concern to the region,
such as security, energy, diplomacy and
increased access to educational oppor-
tunities.

The measure, which unanimously
passed the US Senate on Tuesday, now
awaits President Barack Obama’s sig-
nature for it to become law.

Party Central kicks off Friday

Attorney General and Lawyer in dispute over Payment
From page 8

No Confidence Motion filed in SpeakerFrom page 7
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St. Kitts and Nevis Welcomes the US-
Caribbean Strategic Engagement Act

From page 11

personal and social
skills, games, music, and
outdoor play.

Upon completion of pri-
mary school,
Singaporean children are
expected to be able to
differentiate right from
wrong; to have a sense of
their own strengths and
areas of growth; to be
able to cooperate, and to
share with and care for
others; to have a lively
curiosity about things; to
be able to think for them-
selves and express them-
selves confidently; to
take pride in their work
and in work generally; to
have healthy habits, and
an awareness of the arts;
and to know and love
their country.

By time they’re done
with secondary school,
they’re expected to have
moral integrity; to
believe in their own abil-
ities and to be able to
adapt to change; to be
able to work in teams
and show respect, toler-

ance and empathy for
others; to be creative and
have an enquiring mind;
to be able to appreciate
diverse and differing
views and communicate
effectively; to take
responsibility for their
own learning and their
own actions; to enjoy
physical activities and
appreciate the arts; and
to believe in their coun-
try and to understand
what matters to their
country.

And the philosophical
framework for
Singapore’s education
system continues
through college/universi-
ty and to adulthood gen-
erally, as people are
expected to have moral
courage and stand up for
what is right; to be
resilient in the face of
adversity; to be socially
responsible and to col-
laborate and cooperate
across cultures; to be
innovative and enterpris-
ing; to be able to think
critically and communi-

cate persuasively; to be
purposeful in the pursuit
of excellence; to pursue a
healthy lifestyle and
have an appreciation for
aesthetics; and to be
proud to be
Singaporeans, and
understand their country
in relation to the world.

It is within this philo-
sophical framework that
the mathematics, the sci-
ences, the arts, the
humanities, and the tech-
nologies are taught and
learned. No wonder
they’re Number One in
the world in mathematics
and science at both pri-
mary and secondary lev-
els.

A successful education
system, a successful
country. No magic. Just
a clear vision, and sensi-
ble policies and prac-
tices.

So here’s what I think we
in St. Kitts & Nevis
ought to do: Let’s look to
the East….and learn.

Look to The East… And Learn
By G.A. Dwyer Asataphan

From page 6

BOOK YOUR SPACE NOW AND ADVERTISING
YOUR BUSINESS CARDS IN THE OBSERVER

CLASSIFIEDS CALL 469-5907

From page 13



“Here you have the
Kittitian Hill Project
already in trouble the
forecast not looking pos-
itive and the SIDF
instead of taking steps to
take control and min-
imise its exposure and
correct the problems was
getting deeper into the
sinking sand,” he said.

“To make matters worse
this purchase by the
SIDF of the Golden
Lemon property for BRL
is now before the
court…the sale being the
subject of a challenge by
another prospective pur-
chaser,” the Finance
Minister said.

As to the SIDF’s involve-

ment in Christophe
Harbour, he said,
“The records reveal that
in 2011 this development
was first proposed to the
SIDF and at that time it
did not find favour so in
January 2013 and with-
out explanation as to
what has changed the
SIDF agrees to pay US
$1.5M to purchase and

interest in this develop-
ment.”

He noted that the transac-
tion was not completed
and the SIDF forfeited
the $1.5M payment.

“Despite having loss this
$1.5M the SIDF then
makes another attempt in
June 2013 to get
involved in the project.
The SIDF manages to
recover $1.5M with the
loss then promptly pays
out another $1.5M as
part of 50 percent legal
cost incurred prior to the
SIDF’s involvement…
plus the sum of US$16M
or EC$33.2M in loan
capital for 30 percent
shareholding in what can
only be described as a
very complicated joint
venture which owns the
development,” he said.

He stated there is no
record of due diligence
of feasibility study being
obtained prior to this
investment.

“The SIDF’s records and
databases reveal unusual
involvement of the
Office of the Prime
Minister in the Douglas

administration in these
transactions which may
account for the lack of
any evidence of a deci-
sion making process,” he
said.

He noted that SIDF has
already recovered
approximately US $4M
in interest and principle
repayment in relation to
its investment in
Christophe Harbour in
which he proclaimed is
nowhere near comple-
tion.

Dr. Harris stated that he
and his Cabinet have met
with the developers at
Christophe Harbour to
express their concern at
the pace of development.

“We appreciate that this
can be an important pro-
ject given if it is properly
managed and the expo-
sure of SIDF minimized,
the project can bring ben-
efits to the tourism sec-
tor. The SIDF is there-
fore approaching this
matter with cautious
optimism in that it has no
intention of being an
impediment to the
progress of the develop-
ment”, he said.

He said the SIDF was not
prepared to invest any
further sums without
clear results.

The Prime Minister also
highlighted the SIDF’s
expenditure in renewable
energy initiatives with
SKELEC where they
spent US$6.6M from
2013 to 2015.

“One was referred to as
the renewable energy
project and that was for
$2.2M for purchase of a
2.5 KWH solar home for
300 residential cus-
tomers. The second leg
was a light exchange and
distribution programme
$4.6M for the purchase
and distribution of AC
LED bulbs, tubes and
other accessories,” he
said.

Dr. Harris said he will
not lay blame on individ-
uals he thought did not
deserve it, but if there is
evidence of wrong doing
whether criminal or civil,
“then those responsible
for pursuing such
actions, we’ll do so.”
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Tour Guide Needed Contact Greg at 665-6045. Must
be outgoing with excellent communication skills and

expertise in repair of ATV jet skis and boats.
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BEACH ADDICTION JOB VACANCY Tandem Paragliding
Pilot Wanted - APPI Tandem License or equivalent -
> 3 years experience as commercial tandem pilot -
Good customer service skills Contact 765 4246

WANTED
1 SECURITY GUARD

Please contact 763-2815

Wanted 1 sales person at
Juana’s Boutique
Contact 762-7347

Prime Minister lay Damning charges on
former SIDF Authorities

From page 16

Dive Instructor Wanted at Islander Water Sports
Must be certified with at least 2 years
experience and hold a valid captains licence

J M Barber Shop is
seeking 1 Barber with 5

years experience 664-8504

UNIVERSAL BEAUTY SALON
is seeking 1 hair stylist with 5 years
experience Please contact 765-2979

ENRIQUE BAR Bartender
5 years experience
call 664-0256
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