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By Monique Washington

The cause of the sudden
death of a prison officer
is still unknown, accord-
ing to Police Public
Relations Officer Grel
Browne.

The 7 a.m. trip from St.
Kitts to Nevis on the MV

Sea breeze ended with a
Chief Prison Officer
dying of what appears to
be natural causes in route
to the Charlestown Pier.

Dead is chief officer
Lawson Crosse of St.
Kitts who served at Her
Majesty’s prison for over
24 years.

According to informa-
tion received when the
boat got into the channel
(where the water from St.
Kitts and Nevis meet),
Mr. Crosse was noted in
a “chilled” position.
When he was
approached, Crosse was
unresponsive.

According to persons on
the boat Crosse became
unresponsive about 10-
15 minutes before the
boat docked in Nevis.
The ambulance was
alerted shortly after.

One eyewitness who was
at the pier in Nevis when
the boat docked told the
Observer that the boat
docked at the
Charlestown pier around

8 am. Passengers disem-
barked the boat and the
ambulance did not arrive
as yet. The M.V Sea
Hustler left Nevis to St.
Kitts at 8:30 am and the
ambulance still did not
arrive as yet. Upon the
ambulance arrival Crosse
was pronounced dead.

The Observer contacted
Superintendent for
Prisons Junie Hodge. He

said that Crosse had
recently returned from a
two month vacation and
noted that his trip to
Nevis was for work pur-
poses. Crosse was head
at Her Majesty Prison
Farm in Nevis.

“He was a hardworking
man, and disciplined in
his work” Mr. Hodge
said.
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Chief Prison Officer Dies in Route to
Nevis Cause of Death Still Unknown

Chief Prison Officer Lawson Crosse head Her Majesty Prison Farm in Nevis



William Tecumseh
Sherman, a General
in the Union Army in
the American Civil
war said that war is
hell. This means that
no war is good. Awar
may be inevitable and
in the end serve some
good purpose but it
usually leaves unde-
sirable consequences.
We are still enduring
some of the undesir-
able consequences of
the second World War
that was precipitated
by Hitler’s madness
and racism.

So those who have
the means to wage
war on a massive
scale must be espe-
cially careful.
President Obama as
leader of the greatest
country on earth
knows this and has
been especially cau-
tious in fighting the
war against terror. In
coming to office he
inherited a war being
fought by his predeces-
sor, against Islamic ter-
rorists, at a great cost in
dollars and American
lives. Rightly he didn’t
want to shed anymore
blood and spend dollars
unnecessarily. So he
took almost the opposite
approach that Bush had
been taking: a softening
of war rhetoric, with
euphemisms replacing
direct descriptions; and
surgical strikes from the
skies instead of sending
in soldiers, ‘boots on the
ground’.

Now as he leaves office
the question is, how has
he prosecuted the war;
and is he leaving the
United States and the
world safer than when he
took office?

Out of a leftist miscon-
ception that America has
been too strong in the
world; that harsh rhetoric
towards Islam was a
cause of anger and terror-
ism; and that terrorists
weren’t fighting in the
name of their religion,
Obama set about making
apologies for America’s
behaviour. He did so in
Turkey, Egypt and
France in 2009.

His euphemistic descrip-
tions extended to things
that were indisputable,
such as the massacre at
Fort Hood in Texas in
2009. He called it ‘work-

place violence’ instead of
terrorism. Nidal Hassan,
the shooter was a
Muslim, whose radical-
ization was known to his
colleagues and who
shouted Allahu Akbar
(Allah is Great) as he
gunned down the thirteen
soldiers; still for six
years, Obama and his
administration refused to
call it terrorism.

He has also vowed to
close the detention center
at Guantanamo Bay
where many enemy com-
batants are held, and
move them to U.S. main-
land and try them in
civilian court. Even
though doing so would
make it harder to convict
them in a civilian court
than in a military court;
and they could be
released into society and
return to terrorism.

He has also threatened
action and retreated
when the time of reckon-
ing came , as he did with
the ‘red line’ concerning
Syria. In August 2012 he
said “We have been very
clear to the Assad
regime, but also to other
players on the ground,
that a red line for us is
we start seeing a whole
bunch of chemical
weapons moving around
or being utilized. That
would change my calcu-
lus. That would change
my equation.”

Later that year when
Assad killed 1500 of his
people with chemical

weapons Obama did
nothing and denied
that he had set the ‘red
line’; it was the inter-
national community
he said that had set it.

But perhaps what he
has done that endan-
gers the world more
than anything else is
the pulling out of Iraq
in 2011 and not and
leaving a sufficient
number troops there as
he was advised to do.
The result was that Al-
Qaeda metamor-
phosed into ISIS (The
Islamic State of Syria
and Iraq), the most
bloody and remorse-
less terrorist group to
arise in recent memo-
ry.

Now ISIS is growing
in size, wealth and
power and barbarity
in the Middle East
and through the inter-

net and modern technolo-
gy is making converts
across the Western World
who are spreading terror.
In Western Europe they
drive trucks into markets
and maim and kill scores;
they shoot people with
high powered weapons
and slash them with
knives.

They are also recruiting
disciples in America and
smuggling terrorists
among Syrian refugees;
yet Obama think that in
the name of compassion
he must increase the
number of Syrian
refugees into the country.
That is as foolhardy as
him thinking that drone
attacks against selected
ISIS leaders and some
installations is sufficient
to decapitate the monster.

I’m not blaming
President Obama for ter-
rorism, or for the rise of
ISIS. No President or
any leader can prevent
fanatics such as devotees
of ISIS destroying lives,
especially if they are
willing to give up theirs
to do so. Religious fanat-
ics are some of the most
unappeasable and brutal
followers; for they are
driven not only by hatred
in this world but by
belief in some reward in
the next.

However that doesn’t
mean they can’t be
defeated. Throughout
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Ewin James
is a freelance journalist living

in Longwood, Florida

President Obama and the
War On Terror

In the fable entitled Aladdin and the Magic Lamp, in return
for freeing the Genie, Aladdin was granted three wishes
which he used well. Like Aladdin, we, at the Observer, will
only ask for three, just three, of the many wishes we have
for 2017.

First of all, we expect that during 2017, the 2018 Nevis
Island Assembly Elections will be held, but without the
much vaunted electoral reform that has been promised.
Our wish is that the election results will be ready and
released by midnight, latest, instead of the dawn
announcement that we are accustomed to. The allied part
of that wish is that behaviour of Assembly that emerges out
of that election will lead the way towards change in parlia-
mentary behaviour. Right now, that behaviour is unbecom-
ing of honourable men and women.

Secondly, we wish that the Port Development and Safety
Fee that is collected at the Basseterre and Charlestown
Ports be used for actual Port development, especially in St.
Kitts. There, the area assigned to inter-island travel has
been forgotten by the authorities. It has become a bus
stand, a taxi stand, a recreational area, a strip mall, a ferry
terminal, a cargo port, a pissoir and a motel for the home-
less. It is too much for such a small space. It becomes
worse on weekends when each bar plays its boom boxes
at maximum volume. On the Nevis end, add more signage
and finish the canopy. The authorities need to be aware
that many tourists use the facility, so it will enhance visitor
experience.

Our third wish is for the monkey population on both islands
to be controlled and brought below the human population
so that we can enjoy greater food security, reduce our food
imports and continue the fruit trade with St. Kitts for man-
goes, genips, sweet potatoes and so on. The value of this
trade goes way beyond products: it actually helps to bind
the two islands together. This talk of luring the monkeys
back into the forest is at best dubious and is definitely too
long term a solution for so immediate a problem. The
romanticising of monkeys by the tourism industry is detri-
mental to our well being.

Real Prosperity is within our reach. The magic is within us!
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By Loshaun Dixon

Basseterre, St. Kitts-
Former government min-
ister turned political
commentator Dwyer
Astaphan raised concerns
over the number of indi-
viduals who have been
granted economic citi-
zenship and are holding
diplomatic passports of
St. Kitts and Nevis and
has called on the govern-
ment to release updated
numbers of those indi-
viduals.

Speaking on WINN
FM’s Voices program,
Mr. Astaphan on
Wednesday, praised the
government for its han-
dling of the Citizenship
by Investment program.

“The management and
operation of our citizen-
ship program has become
more efficient quite
clearly. This is one of the
nightmares the present
administration had inher-
ited,” he said.

Astaphan also commend-
ed the government in its
efforts to bring informa-
tion forward but criti-
cised the length of time it
took for the information
to be released.

“I understand that things
must be thorough. It has
taken quite a while and
we still don’t have all the
information,” he said.

He noted that the Earnst
and Young report has
been completed and
delivered to the govern-
ment and believes the
public needs more infor-
mation from it.

“The information we
have gotten…in my view
is not sufficient.
Certainly we need to
know how many pass-
ports were issued,” he
stated.

Astaphan noted that

despite the improve-
ments the people are still
left in the dark as to how
many have received
diplomatic passports.

“We don’t know about
the people who got diplo-
matic passports, who still
have, who have been
issued, who had been
issued before and for
what reason and who
have been issued since
and for what reason,” he
said.

He pointed out that while
governments have pre-
rogatives, they also have
responsibilities.

“I don’t believe it is
strictly within the con-
fines of a government’s
prerogative to give out
diplomatic passports just
like that,” he said. “At
least tell us what the pol-
icy is for the giving out
of diplomatic passports
because while the former
administration was in
office I hear on these
microphones, on the pub-
lic platforms and writing
in my articles, listed a
number of people who
had been issued diplo-
matic and other passports
and we haven’t been
given any report by this
government as to
whether any of those
have been revoked or
withdrawn and what is
the policy of issuing
passports and who gets
them now.”

Astaphan noted that a
holder of a diplomatic
passport means you have
some official or special
function to perform on
behalf of the people of

St. Kitts and Nevis.

He also raised concerns
about the number of
passports issued under
such programs.

“The population of this
country is about 50,000
if you have 10,777 pri-
mary passports issued
under the economic pro-
gramme and say another
25,000 issued to spouses
and dependents, you are
looking at nearly 40,000
passports issued under
the economic citizenship
program,” he said.

Astaphan declared that
with so many issued
passports can cause
imbalances not only in
St. Kitts and Nevis but
the wider sub region.

“These people are citi-
zens, the structuring of
the programme did not
create a qualified citizen-
ship. They can come and
set up shop here in
Basseterre or in
Charlestown or for that
matter in Roseau or St.
Georges, Castries or St.
John’s because of the
OECS Union.

“They can create serious
imbalances, social, eco-
nomic and political in
our country and while
I’m not xenophobic by
any stretch of the imagi-
nation and while I
embrace living in an
international community
with all of the countries
with all of the cultures,
because that is enriching.
As a small country we
have to be very careful
with the numbers,” he
said.

The former government
minister stated that this is
very important informa-
tion that the public must
share.

“That is one of the things
we are not sufficiently
conscience and educated
in term of the running of
our country and the busi-
ness of being responsible
citizens,” he said.

He also raised concerns
over economic citizen’s
eligibility to vote.

“The citizenship act in
regards to economic citi-
zens voting is somewhat
ambiguous,” he declared.
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By Loshaun Dixon

Basseterre, St. Kitts-
The keys to eight brand

new trucks were handed
over by Ambassador
from the Republic of
China on Taiwan in St.

Kitts and Nevis to Prime
Minister Dr. the Hon.
Timothy Harris and
Defence Force

Commander Colonel
Patrick Wallace to assist
that organization to carry
out their security agenda.

The eight vehicles donat-
ed value $862,000 and
the funds were donated
to the Ministry of
National Security’s
Defence Force to pur-
chase the vehicles.

Commander Wallace of
the St. Kitts and Nevis
Defence Force noted that
the donation was signifi-
cant and praised the
Republic of China on
Taiwan for their assis-
tance over the years.

“Taiwan has continued to
play a very important
role in the social and
political development of
our federation. In 2007,
the Republic of China on
Taiwan donated four
trucks and they also
assisted the Defence
Force Band with instru-
ments to the tune of
$150,000 US dollars,” he
said.

He added that they also
provided assistance in
the development of offi-
cers by giving them
scholarships to attend the
Fu Hsing Kang Military
College.

“Today, we are here
again to witness Taiwan
demonstrating its com-
mitment to the people of
St. Kitts and Nevis and

its ongoing efforts to
enhance, our security
capacity, and also to
build capacity in the area
of disaster relief because
these vehicles will not
only be used solely for
patrols or military duties
but in the event of a dis-
aster, they will be used to
move around needy sup-
plies and also persons
who may have to be
evacuated over affected
areas,” he declared.

The Defence Force head
expressed its gratitude to
the Government and peo-
ple of Taiwan for the
donation on behalf of the
officers of the institution.

Resident Ambassador
from the Republic of
China on Taiwan to St.
Kitts and Nevis, His
Excellency George Gow
Wei Chiou said it was a
“great pleasure” to have
handed the vehicles to
the Defence Force.

“We have confidence
that the National Defence
Force can use these vehi-
cles very efficiently to
perform their duties to
protect the security of
your country,” he said.

He added that providing
the vehicle is only part of
the work of his embassy
and that they also pro-
vide opportunities for
officers.

“Over the years we have

invited similar officers to
study in Taiwan and in
the future we will contin-
ue to invite individuals
from the National
Defence Force in the
short term and long term
to study in Taiwan,” he
added.

Prime Minister Harris
expressed his delight at
the donation and hope
they could be put to
effective use.

“We hope, as the ambas-
sador said before me,
they will be put to the
most effective and effi-
cient use in ensuring that
law and order prevails in
the country.”

He also said the Republic
of China on Taiwan was
the first country to open
diplomatic relations with
St. Kitts and Nevis after
Independence on
September 23, 1983.

“I want to express the
government’s own appre-
ciation for the long
standing partnership with
the government and peo-
ple of Taiwan. We have
come on December 23 to
reinforce that coopera-
tion and to reinforce the
commitment to ensuring
that our country is a law
abiding country and our
country has the security
apparatus and infrastruc-
ture,” he said.

Page 6

C M Y K

The St. Kitts-Nevis Observer. Friday December 30, 2016 LOCAL NEWS

Taiwan Donates Eight Trucks to SKNDF

The eight brand new trucks handed over by His Excellency George Gow Wei Chiou Ambassador from the Republic of China on Taiwan in St. Kitts and Nevis



By Loshaun Dixon

Basseterre, St. Kitts-
Prime Minister of St.
Kitts and Nevis and
Minister of National
Security the Hon. Dr.
Timothy Harris deliv-
ered a message of hope
and peace for young
people of St. Kitts and
Nevis.

In a Christmas address to
the nation, Dr. Harris
urged church and faith
leaders, to come togeth-
er, inspire and work in
unity to support young
people in making better
choices in life.

“It is imperative that we
choose life over death,
love over hate, hope
over despair, and
courage over fear,” Dr. Harris said.
“We can choose to shine a light in the
darkness and carve a future of which
our young people can be truly proud.
We can and must create a legacy that is
sustainable for the future.”

He added that this form of working
partnership need not be among similar
group but rather “it can be multi-disci-
plinary, bringing together a range of
organisations with many voices all
looking to achieve the common aims of
peace and prosperity across St. Kitts
and Nevis.”

The Prime Minister reminded that
peace provides an optimal medium
from which prosperity can grow.

“Like farmers, we have to tend and
nourish the land so that the community
can bring forth new shoots of growth.
The sapling tree through careful hus-
bandry, will grow into a strong and
sturdy tree, with firm roots created by a
resilient family network, and the ability
to have the flexibility of withstanding
all weathers of life, including the rav-
ages of storm,” he said.

The Minister of National Security also
highlighted his wish to see young peo-
ple grow into strong, purposeful, flexi-
ble and accommodating of life placing
a high value on human life.

“Just as God made humankind in his
image, so must we elevate our young
people to the values that help them to
appreciate the beauty and dignity of
humanity; and the great tragedy when a
young life is cut down before its natur-
al end,” he declared.

Even when here is disagreements the
Prime Minister urged to not lose
respect and regard for each other.

“As we go forward during this season
of goodwill, let us genuinely seek to
share our good wishes, not just for
Christmas but throughout 2017. Let
this approaching year be one of peace,
prosperity, and above all, unity. Ever
mindful of the words of Psalm 133
“behold how good and pleasant it is for
brethren to dwell together in unity,” he
said.
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Prime Minister of St. Kitts and Nevis and Minister of National Security the Hon. Dr. Timothy Harris



By Monique Washington

The Ministry of Social
Development along with
the Nevis Historic and
Conservation Society

will once again be
awarding four students
from the Gingerland and
Charlestown Secondary
Schools in Nevis a five
year Alexander Hamilton

Scholarship.

The scholarships will be
handed out at the NHCS
annual Tea Party which
will mark Alexander

Hamilton’s 260th birth-
day on Jan. 11, 2017.
The birthday will also be
celebrated in New York.

The Hon. Premier Vance
Amory on Jan. 11 will
lead a delegation of dig-
nitaries in a flag-raising
ceremony at Bowling
Green Park in the heart
of the Wall Street
Financial District. The
St. Kitts-Nevis flag will
be unfurled by represen-
tatives of the U.S. Coast
Guard which was estab-
lished by Hamilton.

The Main event of the
week will be the wreath-
laying ceremony at the

gravesite of Hamilton,
located in the courtyard
of the historic Trinity
Church. At this event the
Premier will also deliver
remarks in memory of
his fellow Nevisian. Two
days prior, Mr. Amory
will deliver the keynote
address before the Mayor
and Members of the City
Council of Jersey City.

The scholarship is given
every year to deserving
students in first form.
Awardees are chosen by
the guidance counsellors
of both schools.

Recipients of the award
must volunteer 50 hours
to community service in
a year and must maintain
good grades. There are
15 students who are cur-
rently receiving the
scholarship. 2016
awardees were Beyonce
James and Thyreece
Daniel of the

Charlestown Secondary
School and Donte
DaCosta and Bquanya
Lanns of the Gingerland
Secondary School.

The fund was established
in 1966 by the Trott fam-
ily to assist deserving
students at the secondary
school level, with uni-
forms, fees and school
supplies. The fund is
administered by the
Ministry of Social
Development in collabo-
ration with NHCS.
Tickets are being sold at
the Alexander Hamilton
Museum.

During the ceremony,
there will be cultural pre-
sentations, speeches and
guest speaker Anika
Ferguson who just gradu-
ated from the Gingerland
Secondary School with
11 distinctions for the
CSEC.
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Alexander Hamilton - Political Scientist,
Government Official, Journalist, Military Leader,

Economist, Lawyer

PINK DAISY SALON & SPA

Job available for certified hairstylist with minimum
5 years experience must be proficient with
Caucasian Hair. Must have own transport.

Must be knowledgeable with ombré, bayalage,
shadow rooting and all latest techniques.

Please send resume to: socalhair@yahoo.com
kn

NHCS and Social development to Hand Out
Alexander Hamilton Scholarship



By Loshaun Dixon

Basseterre, St. Kitts-
Minister of Health the
Hon. Eugene Hamilton
has praised the commit-
ment of healthcare
providers in St. Kitts and
Nevis throughout 2016.

Mr. Hamilton spoke at a
Christmas program held
at the Pogson Medical
Centre in Sandy Point
where he noted the nurs-
es were fulfilling the
wishes of Jesus Christ.

“We give thanks to all
those who have dedicat-
ed themselves through-
out the year and have
given their best to serve
the people of St. Kitts
and Nevis,” Hamiltion
said.

He quoted a Bible verse
from Matthew in which
Christ reminded to pro-
vide shelter for those
who are homeless, feed
those who are hungry,
clothe those who are
naked and tend to those
who are sick

“By your own acts dur-
ing the entire year, you
are fulfilling what Christ
calls us to do. The fact
that this institution pro-
vides that service for
people who are sick, you
are responding to the
command of Christ
Himself,” he said.

The Health Minister
added that despite the
challenges the healthcare
sector has faced, there
had also been many suc-
cesses to celebrate.

“It was only very recent-
ly that we opened two
facilities to provide ser-
vices in the Federation.
We opened the oncology
unit and the mental
health facility,” he stated
noting that “one of the
greatest successes that
we have had is our peo-
ple, those who dedicate
themselves to delivering
services to the nation.”

He lauded the contribu-
tion of Cuba to health-
care delivery in St. Kitts

and Nevis.

“Many of the people who
work in this Ministry
were trained in Cuba,
nurses and doctors
alike,” he added.

Hamilton especially sin-
gled out the contribution
of former Cuban Leader
Fidel Castro and thanked
him for the contribution
of Cuba over the years.

“Fidel has indeed not
only served the people of
Cuba but the people of
the region as well as
Africa. So I want to
acknowledge Cuba and
acknowledge the contri-
bution Cuba has made to
the development of St.
Kitts and Nevis,” he said.

Hamilton declared that in
2017 his ministry will do
more to ensure that the
quality of service deliv-
ered responds to the
needs of the people of St.
Kitts and Nevis.

“As we approach 2017
however we are going to

do much more to ensure
the service quality that
we deliver responds to
the needs of the people of
St. Kitts and Nevis,” he
said.

He noted that they would
be focusing on their renal
health program in 2017

and also the universal
health program.

“Make no mistake, the
idea is to ensure that the
point of service in the
institutions help to pre-
vent renal diseases by
doing early testing in all
of our institutions

because of universal
health care to change the
way we do things so that
there is early detection
and monitoring of things
to reduce the incidence
of chronic diseases,” he
said.
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By Monique Washington

The Nevis Archery
Association is currently
gearing up for a series of
regional and local com-
petition in early 2017.

Founder of the Nevis
Archery Association,
Pam Barry in speaking
with the Observer on
Thursday, revealed that
plans are underway to
have archery competition
in Nevis early in the new
year and in April com-
pete for the fourth con-
secutive year in the
Southern Caribbean
Archery competition to
be held in Martinique.
Islands such as
Martinique, Guadeloupe,
Trinidad and Tobago,
Antigua and Nevis will
compete.

In March the Nevis
Archery association will
participate in the
Southern Caribbean
Archery Competition. It
won seven medals just
two weeks ago, on Dec.
17-18 when a friendly
competition was held on
Nevis between Nevis

archery association and
British Virgin Island
Archery Association in a
competition dubbed

NevTor (Nevis Tortola)
Challenge Cup.

Though Nevis hosted the

competition the BVI was
successful in capturing
the championship. This
was the first competition

Nevis Archery
A s s o c i a t i o n
has hosted
since the asso-
ciation was
launched.

The two teams
competed in
four categories
among them
shoot distances
of 15, 30
meters, federal
50 meters and
field shoots
along a bushy
trail that leads
to a heritage
site, Mount
Travers in
Nevis.

When asked on
the amount of
Archers that
are a part of the
a s s o c i a t i o n .
Barry noted
that “it keeps
changing, but
this group with
five young peo-
ple that are

very interested in trying
to compete this April”.

In addition to the Nevis

archery Barry hopes that
an archery group can be
established in St. Kitts as
well.

“We wish St. Kitts will
start a club. That is
something that we are
trying to encourage. I
think that there are peo-
ple there that have bow
and arrow but they don’t
have a club. No one is
teaching young people
how to do it and that is
what we are working on.
We are thinking that St.
Kitts and Nevis can band
together and host
(Southern Caribbean
Competition) it in a cou-
ple years,” she said.

She explained that join-
ing the association is
very easy.

“We meet twice a week
on Tuesday and on
Saturday at the archery
range in bath village.
Persons can stop by and
talk to me or they can
call me at my cell 269
2274 or 6615407.
Membership is only $50
every three months,” she
concluded.
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By Monique Washington

2016 was a year of
increased homicides and
guns removed from the
streets of the Federation.

The year ended with 31
deaths by gunfire and a
single murder convic-
tion. This was one more
murder than last year and
four shy of a record 35
homicides committed in
2011, according to gov-
ernment statistics.

The Royal St.
Christopher and Nevis
Police took some pride in
removing 34 illegal guns
off the streets compared
to 21 for the previous
year.

Police also pointed to the
removal and destruction
of hundreds of thousands
of dollars worth of
cannabis as part of their
efforts to control crime.

In November, six illegal
firearms and a quantity
of ammunition were
seized by members of the
Special Service Unit and
the Anti-Drug Unit of the
police department.

The guns were found in
two separate land sec-
tions in Basseterre while
the guns were found
beneath some bushes and
dirt.

The Federation recorded
a murder conviction
when Jahari ‘Baddie’
Bart was found guilty of
the 2011 murder of
Laustin Jamie ‘Big Ship’
Williams, son of former
Commissioner of Police

Austin Willians. The 12
jurors unanimously
found him guilty of mur-
der in November.

Police have been encour-
aging the public to use
Crime Stoppers to report
crimes. The Federal gov-
ernment has also sum-
moned the Barbados-
based Regional Security
System to confront the
escalating crime situation
in St. Kitts and Nevis.

Dr. Timothy Harris,
Prime Minister of St.
Kitts and Nevis, told the
private sector, ‘We are
taking a stand on behalf
of the country and I feel
assured we will have the
backing of every right-
thinking person in the
country.”

The Republic of Taiwan
in China has assisted
with $5 million to
finance the purchase and

installation of closed cir-
cuit cameras across the
Federation along with the

donation of eight vehi-
cles for the SKNDF.

The eight vehicles donat-

ed value $862,000 and
the funds were donated
to the Ministry of

National Security’s
Defence Force to pur-
chase the vehicles.
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By Geno Lawrenzi Jr.

The Observer has chosen
Prime Minister Dr. The
Hon. Timothy Harris as
our 2016 person of the
year.

He is being described as,
a bold, visionary leader
who has not lost the com-
mon touch.

The Federation’s Prime
Minister and head of
Unity Government rose
from humble beginnings
as a clerk in Social
Security’s records and
accounting department to
positions with
Wellington Ltd. and S.L.
Horsfords Ltd. before
becoming the first person
to change political par-
ties and win the most
powerful government
position in St. Kitts and
Nevis.

He granted an interview
with this Observer
reporter and talked about
what he believes govern-
ment should do for its
citizens and for what the
future holds for the
Federation.

Dr. Harris, who comes
from a large family,
worked for Wellington

Ltd., a garment manufac-
turing firm on Industrial
Estate where he was a
clerk in an export manu-
facturing company.

He got to know his fel-
low workers well and
moved on to S.L.

Horsfords Ltd, one of the
Federation’s largest pri-
vate sector firms, where
he served in the head
office as clerk in the
accounting department.

After completing his first
degree, he returned to
Horsfords to work in the
wholesale business at
Ocean Cold Storage.
From there he was pro-
moted to manage the for-
mer Eskimo Foods (now
Valu Mart).

He received a Master of
arts and Doctor Of
Philosophy Degree from
The University Of the
West Indies St.
Augustine campus and
Concordia University,

Montreal, Canada.

Friends persuaded him to
enter politics. He said,
‘They apparently saw
something in me I did not
see in myself.’

Dr. Harris served as

almost every min-
ister in the previ-
ous labour admin-
istration between
1995 and 2013.

After being elect-
ed Prime Minister,
he formulated his
policy toward
g o v e r n i n g .
Government in a
democracy, he
said, is an instru-
ment to do for the
people what they
cannot do for
themselves.

He believes gov-
ernment should
‘empower and
enable citizens to
live full lives’ and

spends every day work-
ing on that concept.

During the 22 months
Team Unity has been in
power, the government
has done the following:

Removed the Value
Added Tax from food,
medicine, and education-
al supplies.

Sped the payment of gra-
tuities to the former
sugar cane workers who
lost their jobs when the
sugar industry collapsed
in St. Kitts and Nevis.

Rescued and improved
the Citizen by
Investment Program.

Rebuilt Mary Charles
Hospital, built an oncolo-
gy center, and construct-
ed a mental health day
care center.

Named Dr. Kennedy
Simmonds a national
hero and inaugurated the
site of the National
Heroes Park.

He is especially proud
that his government will
deliver universal health
care to the people of St.
Kitts and Nevis during
2017. Dr. Harris believes
in serving the poor and
the vulnerable and mak-
ing health care more
accessible and affordable
to the public.

In the future, he hopes
the government will be
able to build a new
Basseterre High School,
provide more better pay-

LOCAL NEWSThe St. Kitts-Nevis Observer. Friday December 30, 2016Page 12

C M Y K

Person of the Year 2016

Continued on page 13



ing jobs, and construct a second cruise
pier.

Dr. Harris said tourism was up in 2015
and said the opening of the Park Hyatt
by March 2017 and the Radisson Hotel
by Oct. 2017 will give another boost to
the tourist industry.

While crimes of violence are still a
problem in the Federation, he said his
government has issued a six-point plan
to deal with violence and that it needs
time to work.

On the issue of whether to legalize
marijuana, he said the jury is still out
on Jamaica’s legalization of the plant.
He added, ‘I gather it is not going well
in Jamaica and that the international
banks are raising objections. Also, the
federal government of the United
States still has not legalized it, so we
shall see.’

The Prime Minister has two daughters,
one attending secondary school and the
other pursuing a medical degree at the
University of the West Indies in
Jamaica.

His supporters point out he is the first
political leader to have led a tripartite
movement to power. He has also
shown skill and competence in keeping
a unity government together without
any scandals.

Under his leadership, Team Unity has
seen the resetting of relations with
America and Canada while expanding
the Federation’s footprint in Africa and
Europe. The Federation has also seen
an improvement in Parliament with the
election of two female senators.

Over 130 countries provide visa free
access to holders of SKN passports.
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By Loshaun Dixon

Basseterre, St. Kitts-
One of the Caribbean’s
biggest dancehall artists
has arrived in St. Kitts
and Nevis ahead of his
highly anticipated perfor-
mance at Inception Fete
on Friday evening.

Alkaline, the provocative
Jamaican entertainer,
landed at the Robert L
Bradshaw International
Airport in St. Kitts on
Wednesday evening Dec.

28 almost four hours
after his scheduled
arrival time following
multiple flight delays.

After a brief welcome by
Inception organizer
Adeola Moore, the
Jamaican performer
despite his travel woes
was still upbeat ahead of
his performance at the
all-inclusive fete.

“Straight torture! You
know, everybody just
forward out on the

30th… Alkaline would
be there. This is no joke
thing, I am here live in
person, so just forward
out and enjoy your-
selves,” he said.

The all-inclusive
Inception Fete is in its
seventh year and is
dubbed “Up like Seven”
is famously known for
it’s 12-hour duration and
is expected also to fea-
ture, the Original
Burning Flames from
Antigua and Barbuda as

well as DJ Lord Hype
from Trinidad and
Tobago.

A number of local artists
and DJs are also slated to
make an appearance for
what is considered to be
the largest fete for St.
Kitts and Nevis Carnival.

Two years ago the artist
was controversially
barred from performing
in Nevis after Nevisian
Premier Vance Amory
cited the nature of his

lyrics as the rationale for
sanction. According to
reports, the police high
command was instructed
by the Premier to revoke
the permit for the con-
cert.

However, in a twist the
promoters then sought
permission from the fed-
eral government to have
the concert in St. Kitts
and reports indicate the
then Prime Minister Dr.
Denzil Douglas gave his
blessings to the function

and the concert moved to
St. Kitts and was held in
front of a capacity audi-
ence at Carnival City.

The 23-year old
‘Champion Boy’ singer
has been involved in his
fair share of controver-
sies in his short career
which includes claiming
to have darkened his eye-
balls through tattooing
only to release photos
showing the contrary.
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By Loshaun Dixon

Basseterre, St. Kitts-
Basseterre was trans-
formed into a kaleido-
scope of colors as thou-
sands flocked the streets
on Monday Morning
Dec. 26 for the annual
Jouvert Jam that forms
part of the Carnival cele-
brations.

The pre-Jouvert parties
started as early as mid-
night with some troupes
and bands with loud
speakers packed over 50
feet high and a following
of more than 4,000 peo-
ple made their way to
Basseterre as early as 4
a.m. with smiling faces,
dancing and bodies shar-
ing camaraderie with

strangers as they broke
dawn in the biggest street
party of the year.

The reigning Jouvert
Champions Xtreme
Jouvert Nation with their
theme ‘Splash’ adorned a
bright shade of pink and
black shirts as well as a
light blue body paint as
they aimed to repeat in
the quest for the troupe
of the year.

The Mas Jumbies
Troupes brought a bright
yellow addition to the
kaleidoscope with the
participants also wearing
masks and the females
carrying canes to assist
with their dances.

The long Jouvert jam

also featured troupes
such as the Red Devils
and Warriors who both
adorned Maroon and
Purple respectively.

It was reported that up to
10 Jouvert Troupes were
scheduled to take part in
the event and vie for the
jouvert troupe of the year
award.

Another feature for
Jouvert is the first part of
the judging for road
march where the bands
and solo artistes aim to
capture the title for most
popular song on the road.

Thus far the consensus is
that the Small axe band
who won the title for the
past four years has a

solid lead with their song
‘Warrior’. Following
their performance on
Jouvert, they were the
first major band on the
road and played their hit
song multiple times for
the judges as they made
their way through the
streets of Basseterre.

Other songs that are con-
tenders following Jouvert
was Grand Masters’
‘Wuk U Shift’ and the
popular ‘Bruk it Set it’ by
Akaii.

As per normal on Jouvert
for recent past the Nu
Vybes Band International
carried the load in terms
of crowd size as they
often struggled to wind
their way around the

tight corners and often
times had to stop the
music to ensure the safe
passage of revellers in
the smaller areas.

A returning feature that
was a crowd pleaser was
the post Jouvert wet
down that was absent in
2015 due to water short-
ages but returned to a
Bay Road location that
saw many revellers use
the opportunity to wash
the paints from their bod-
ies.

Following the session
however many individu-
als started to feel the
effect of ‘jamming’ and
drinking for hours as
they lay motionless in the
streets. Independence

Square was also used as
an informal sober zone
by many individuals who
used the opportunity for
some rest and to clear
their heads before head-
ing home.

Another uniformed
group that was notice-
ably present were the
security forces who pro-
vided tight security
through the police and
Defense Force as well as
some help from officers
from the Regional
Security System (RSS) to
ensure a relatively calm
and peaceful jam session.

The Police in a press
release indicated that the
event was free of any
major incidents.
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By Monique Washington

Three of Nevis’s under
12 years old
Calypsonians on
Thursday walked away
with top spots in the
National Carnival
Primary School Junior
Calypso Competition.

Six primary school junior
Calypsonians took the
stage at the Circus in
Basseterre, three from
Nevis and three from St.
Kitts, Divonique Liburd,

Jahshya Donovan, Zquan
McDowell, Marques
Washington, Terron
Webbe (defending
monarch) Kimberly
Smikle. Each child did
one song and at the end
of the night Terron Webb
of Nevis amassed
429points retaining his
crown while first runner
up was Marques
Washington of Nevis
with 334 points, second
runner up Jahshya
Donovan of St. Kitts
with 333 points, third

runner up and new
comer Divonique
Liburd of Nevis with
319 points.

On Monday the high
school competitors took
the stage at the Carnival
Village, in St Kitts.

Jahnika Francis who
sang Solid As A Rock,
Akedo Nisbett with Gun
Factory, Tresjeur Dedier
with Change, Tyrique
Jeffers with Cool With
School, Jahniah Roach

with I Want To Be A
Hero, Tquan McDowell
with From The Grave,
Shomari Mitchell with
Let’s Stand Up and
Tiandra Francis (defend-
ing monarch) Black
Lives Matter. At the end
of the night a new king
was crowned. TQuan
McDowell was crowned
and amassed 531 points,
first runner up was
Shomari Mitchell, Nevis’
reigning Junior calypso
king with 525 points,
second runner up Tyrique
Jeffers 521 points and
third runner up Tiandra
Francis with 486 points.

Speaking with veteran
Calypsonian Keith “Dis
an Dat” Scarborough on
Thursday he expressed
his delight about all the
junior Calypsonians and
it is a good sign when it
comes to calypso in both
St. Kitts and Nevis.

He encouraged the
juniors to begin writing
their own songs, saying,
“it will take a good eight
to nine years to master
the kinds of songs you
want to do. So the earli-
er you start the better it is
for you. You have to

learn to write your
own song so if some-
one gives you a song
and you don’t like it
you could always
chop and change to
what you might like.”

He noted that when it
comes to the juniors
transitioning into the
senior competition
they should not be
afraid of the veterans.

“Sookie (Shomari
Mitchell) is doing
very well in the
juniors but we have to
wait and see what
transpires because he
is coming very close
to the seniors and the
seniors are on a total
different level and he
may feel that he may
not be able to com-
pete with the big boys
but I hope he don’t
think that. You have
to keep fighting and
fighting until you
come through the
ranks,” he said.

“I am happy for the
youths and I hope
they stick with it.
Someone have to
come and take over.
The old boys won’t be
here forever,” he con-
cluded.
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By Loshaun Dixon

Basseterre, St. Kitts - A
car bursting into flalmes
at the Basseterre High
School grounds last
evening caused a brief
hault to proceedings of
the National Carnival
Queen Pageant at
Carnival City.

Host Bella Blair inter-
rupted the proceedings to
announce that a car
parked in the nearby
school was engulfed in
flames shortly after 10
p.m.

The vehicle was parked

on the school grounds
which is being used as a
make shift parking lot for
patrons of carnival and
the host called for the
driver to report to the
facility where the vehicle
was ablaze. The vehicle
was said to be owned by
Radley Lake but was in
the possession of one of
his family members who
was attending the show

Fire and Rescue person-
nel summoned to the
scene called on another
half dozen individuals
who were at the carnival
event to move their vehi-
cles away from the blaze.

The Observer under-
stands that the blaze was
quickly controlled by the
Fire and Rescue service.

The Observer also under-
stands that the cause of
the blaze up to presstime
was unknown and no one
was hurt in the incident.

The automobile suffered
significant damage to the
external components as
well as to the elements
under the bonnet that had
been burned almost to a
charcoal while the interi-
or suffered damage from
fighting the fire.
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I was doing some
research which
engrossed me in Lloyd
Best’s theory of planta-
tion economy. Best and
several Caribbean acade-
mics partly used the new
structure of the
University of the West
Indies (Mona) to create
the New World Group in
1962. The group pro-
duced several publica-
tions about various
aspects of Caribbean
economy and social con-
dition. One of the major
contributions of the New
World Group to
Caribbean intellectual
thought is the theory of
plantation economy.

As we begin to prepare
our individual to-do lists
for the new year, I think
we would agree that our
country is at the point
where we should want to
think about how we can
pull it back on track in
2017. The world is no
longer in recession but
Barbados continues to
limp along with low or
no economic growth. I
therefore thought this
week that I would spend
some time trying to cre-
ate a layman’s under-

standing of the planta-
tion economy theory as
we begin to consider
how we can take
Barbados out of the
current rut.

The first and major dif-
ference between the
plantation economy
theory and other theo-
ries of economics was
that it was one of the first
attempts to create a
model which was fac-
tored in Caribbean histo-
ry and reality.
Proponents of the planta-
tion economy theory
argue that in order to
understand the current
state of Caribbean
economies, one has to
begin at the slave cre-
ation of the society and
work forward since all of
the features currently
engrained in the econom-
ic character of the soci-
eties, started at that point.

Using that historical
base, Best makes five
general observations
about all Caribbean
economies. He first
explains that the
Caribbean has hinterland
economies. These are
economies which are tied

to metropolitan
economies by virtue of
providing a primary
product for export.

Barbados transitioned
from sugar to tourism
and much of the value
added from the tourism
sector is collected off-
shore. However, sup-
porting industries around
tourism have not devel-
oped and caused wealth
creation on any signifi-
cant scale. Much of the
food, furniture and other
products used in the sec-
tor come from overseas,
thus keeping Barbados
firmly in the hinterland
category.

Moving forward, the
question has to be for
Barbados how do we
move beyond talk of syn-
ergies between agricul-
ture and manufacturing
and actually create them.

These types of activities,
though not completely
capable of breaking our
hinterland relationship,
can begin to reshape it.
Several of the activities
like sewing and furniture
making which we have
moved away from, must
be revived both to pro-
duce for the tourist
industry but also for local
consumption. The only
real way to guarantee the
survival of these indus-
tries is for the
Government to change
taxing regimes and other
economic structures
which work to the detri-
ment of such enterprises.

Establishing industries
which move Barbados
past being a primary pro-
ducer assists in rectifying
the second feature of
plantation economies.
Best called the phenome-

non the muscovado bias.
A few weeks ago, we had
a farmer trying to get rid
of a significant amount
of paw paw. We have not
yet build out industries
around agriculture which
focus on making value
added products like ice
cream or juices from our
agricultural crops. If we
are serious about moving
the economy of Barbados
forward, then these are
the areas we must focus
on.

The third feature of plan-
tation economies is what
Best calls the navigation
provision. It speaks to
metropolitan companies
being used for the ship-
ping of the staple being
provided. Barbados and
the Caribbean have not
been able to establish
shipping lines for food
and exports. Therefore,
we still spend significant
amounts of foreign
exchange with the inter-
national companies
which handle shipping.

We have barely been able
to establish airlines that
carry people across the
region and to internation-
al destinations. The

regional airline, LIAT, in
particular, is fraught with
issues including financial
viability and quality of
service challenges.
Although the region
receives cruise ship pas-
sengers as a critical com-
ponent of tourism, none
of these vessels is owned
or operated by Caribbean
interests. These are some
of the considerations
bound up in adjusting the
navigation bias in terms
of moving Barbados’
economy into a more sta-
ble position.

The fourth feature of the
plantation economy, the
metropolitan exchange
standard, explains the
relationship between
Caribbean monetary and
financial systems and
those of metropolitan
countries. Barbadian
currency is tied to the
currency of the United
States. Additionally,
there are foreign banks
and monetary institutions
which control the finan-
cial sector. This feature
is still with us as the real-
ity of correspondent
banking issues reveals.
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The credit union move-
ment of Barbados contin-
ues to be an integral
component of wealth and
asset attainment for the
average Barbadian. The
task is to continue bol-
stering and building the
movement so that it can
provide more of the ser-
vices which we depend
on overseas institutions
for. The discussion
around more local and

regional players in the
financial and banking
sector has a real place in
recreating our economic
story. Alas, we seem to
be overlooking the sig-
nificance of develop-
ments such as Sagicor
just having fled our
shores to preserve its
international financial
rating.

The fifth significant fea-
ture of plantation
economies which Best

outlines is the imperial
preference. An element
of imperial preference is
the preferential treatment
of goods coming from
the metropolitan country
to the Caribbean. This
preferential position
results in Caribbean peo-
ple developing tastes for
items which are not pro-
duced or grown in the
region. It also keeps
Caribbean economies in
a mood for consumption.

We have not done much
to curb the tastes and
consumerism of
Barbadians over
time. Over the last few
years, we have seen
expansion and signifi-
cant entrants into the
supermarket and retail
sectors. The latest of
these is the new Popular
Supermarket at Kendal
Hill. The shelves are
stocked almost 90 per
cent with foreign import-
ed food stuff
items. From the food
that we feed our three
month olds to what we
offer them as school
meals is largely foreign
produced. We talk about
altering those tastes but
we are yet to develop any
serious mechanisms.

Notwithstanding the
taste challenges, the new
Popular has created a few
more jobs. The

Government, instead of
supporting the venture as
a stimulus for the econo-
my, has stopped the bus
from passing in front of
the supermarket. This
has left workers to travel
in darkness to try to get
public transportation.

Perhaps, it is also a true
and clear representation
of how the plantation
master has changed but
the mentality of the mas-
ter remains the same. The
plantation master is still
doing all in his power to
‘down trod’ those who
seem to be rising too fast
or doing too much too
soon. This is done with-
out realizing the overall
damage to wider eco-
nomic survival.

As much as we adjust the
internal dynamic, all of
the plantation economies
are too small by them-

selves to become major
players in the interna-
tional arena. Therefore,
Caribbean integration
was seen as necessary to
rectify negative elements
of the plantation econo-
my.

We still need it as much
today as we needed it
then. It is all heavy stuff,
but it is all stuff which
we must seriously con-
sider if we are committed
about bringing the
Barbadian economy
around. With that, I have
sent you into the New
Year laden.

Blessed New Year!

(Marsha Hinds-Layne
is a full-time mummy
and part-time lecturer
in communication at
the University of the
West Indies. Email:
mhindslayne@gmail.com)

history there have been leaders who
defeated them. They did so without
fear of violating political correctness
and offending the religion in the name
of which the fanatics sought to destroy
innocent people. This is something
President Obama has been too reluctant

to do.

I fear that history will remember
President Obama as a President who
refused to accept that as bad as war is it
is sometimes the only route to peace,
eventually.

Transforming our ‘Plantation Economy’
From page 20
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Tour Guide Needed Contact Greg at 665-6045. Must
be outgoing with excellent communication skills and

expertise in repair of ATV jet skis and boats.

CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS
REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT

BEACH ADDICTION JOB VACANCY Tandem Paragliding
Pilot Wanted - APPI Tandem License or equivalent -
3 years experience as commercial tandem pilot -
Good customer service skills Contact 765 4246

Kitchen Help needed
at Black Hat

Please contact 469-1842

Wanted two Carpenters
at Sank Construction

Please contact 668-4991

LIQUOR LICENCES
ORDINANCE, 1906
SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘C’
To the Superintendent of Police

I, Anthea Henry
Now Residing in Cherry Garden in
the town or Village in St. john’s
Parish do hereby give you notice.
That it is my intention to apply on
9th Day of January 2017 next to the
District Magistrate at Charlestown
for a Retail Liquor Licence in
respect of my premises at Prospect
Village, St. John’s Parish.
Dated 1st day of September 2016

Signed: Anthea Henry

Advisory from
The St. Kitts-Nevis Observer
BEWARE OF THE SCAMMERS!

Beware of correspondence which purports to
make you rich overnight. DO NOT give out ANY
information concerning your credit card, bank
account, phone number or even your address.

Seeking person to build
website and organize
tours call 662-2161

Wanted one Cashier
at Alex Barber Shop

Please contact 765-7092

BOOK YOUR SPACE NOW AND ADVERTISING
YOUR BUSINESS CARDS IN THE OBSERVER

CLASSIFIEDS CALL 469-5907
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