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By Monique Washington

Eight years after being
convicted of murdering
his wife, Warrington
Phillip will head to the

highest court, the Privy
Court in England to have
his life sentence over-
turned. His mother-in-
law agrees it should be
overturned — to a death
sentence.

Mr. Phillip was convict-
ed of murdering his
estranged wife, Shermel
Williams-Phillip in
February 2007 in front of
her home in Brownhill
Nevis by cutting her
throat while she was in
her car. The woman was

reportedly heading to her
employer’s staff party
when she was slain.

After a trial, Phillip was
sentenced to life in Her
Majesty’s Prison, but
made two appeals to the
Eastern Caribbean
Supreme Appeal Court,
both of which were dis-
missed. His application
to the Privy Council is
his last resort to appeal
his conviction. Ordell
Williams, mother of the
victim, said she was

informed of Phillip’s
appeal to the Privy
Council by Director of
Public Prosecution
Valston Graham. She
said the DPP told her
about the appeal and his
scheduled trip to make
the appeal in England
next week.

Both Director of Public
Prosecutions for St. Kitts
and Nevis Valston
Graham and Prosecutor
Dane Hamilton QC will
make the journey to rep-

resent the Crown.

“When the DDP told me
what was about to hap-
pen, I felt cold right
away. My whole body
started shivering a whole
lot of chills started run-
ning through my body
and I started crying,”
Mrs. Williams said.

She added that she would
like the Privy Council to
overturn the life sentence
and give him death
instead. She said it’s a

sentence that should have
been imposed at the
beginning.

“I personally would like
this court having the
power to do it, to over-
turn his sentence not in
his favor but giving him
the death penalty that he
should have gotten in the
first place,” she declared.

Efforts to reach Dr.
Henry Browne, Phillip’s
lawyer, were futile up to
press time.

President of the
Caribbean Court of
Justice (CCJ), the Right
Hon. Sir Dennis Byron
has promoted greater use
of technology within
regional judiciaries.

In January 2017, this
drive was enhanced by
creation of Curia, a
bespoke electronic court
management software
suite. It includes an elec-
tronic filing platform,
also referred to as e-
Filing.

The court issued a prac-
tice direction which took
effect Jan. 10 when the
Court term opened for
2017.

“Technological solutions
will enable the CCJ, and
courts in the region, to be
more efficient and
responsive,” he said. At
the CCJ this process
started some time ago
when it introduced filing
by email in 2013.

The transition to e-
Filing, which the new
court management soft-

ware facilitates, is a logi-
cal progression that
allows litigants to file
documents online and
enhances access to the
Court and greater access
to justice.” the CCJ
President said.

Sir Dennis said since
inception technology has
been successfully inte-
grated into the operations
of the CCJ. The court
management software
currently has three mod-
ules called Folio,
Attaché, and Sightlines.

Folio is the name for the
electronic filing platform
which registered partici-
pants can access using
the Court’s website,
www.ccj.org. Attaché is
a case management sys-
tem that allows the CCJ
to manage court matters
from the time an attorney
files a case to the deliv-
ery of judgment.

The system also offers a
performance manage-
ment tool kit for judges
and administrators of the
Court, called Sightlines,

which provides access to
data and reports which
will make administration
more transparent and
accessible.

The new court manage-
ment software suite was
designed by Courtechs, a
technology company
with offices in the United
States and the Caribbean,
that specializes in ser-
vices for the legal ser-
vices sector and the judi-
ciary.

This new development is
part of the CCJ’s man-
date to strengthen, and
accelerate, regional judi-

cial development.

The CCJ President show-
cased the software at the
4th Biennial Conference
of the Caribbean
Academy for Law and
Court Administration
(CALCA) in St. Maarten
in October 2016 to the
Caribbean legal profes-
sion and judiciary.

The CCJ President stat-

ed, “The CCJ regards
technology as a vital tool
for enhancing and
increasing efficiency, for
measuring performance
and generally for fulfill-
ing the mandate of the
Court.

“By embracing modern
technology, courts can
become more efficient
and effective in produc-
ing just and fair resolu-

tion of disputes. This
will lead to increased
public trust and confi-
dence in the judicial sys-
tem.

“This, in turn, will hasten
the reduction of lawless-
ness and increased inno-
vation. Both of which
can contribute to eco-
nomic development and
social stability in the
region.”
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Convicted Killer Heads to Privy Council
Mother-in-Law Call For The Death Sentence

CCJ Debuts Electronic Court Management System CCJ, Port of Spain

Sir Dennis Byron
President of the CCJ



January 31st is a special
date in the electoral cal-
endar of the Federation.
It is the day set in law, by
which the annual register
of voters (ARV) is to be
published for public
scrutiny. This is a regis-
ter of all persons who
have successfully regis-
tered in the preceding
period from December
two years earlier to
November of the previ-
ous year. Thus, the pub-
lication that will be
launched at the end of
this month will cover the
period December 2015 to
November 2016.

That list should NOT
contain the names of per-
sons who have died with-
in the period nor those
Commonwealth citizens
who have repatriated. It
may also not contain the
names of persons whose
registration was success-
fully challenged and
who did not seek re-reg-
istration.

This ARV typically gives
rise to objections to
names that are included
and claims for names that
should have been includ-
ed as well as claims for
transfers from one con-
stituency and polling
division to another. It
can be a very confusing
time and behoves us at
the Electoral Office to
explain the procedure
and set out some guide-
lines.

Any properly registered
voter can make an objec-
tion to any registered
person, upon the form
prescribed by law. The
person objected to will
be written to via regis-
tered post at the address
given at registration;
advised of the objection
and invited to attend a
hearing to determine
his/her eligibility. That
objectee may choose to
attend the hearing or to
have representation made
on his or her behalf. In
any case, whether pre-
sent, absent or represent-
ed, the Registration
Officer is obligated to
hear the “case”, conduct
his/her own investigation
and issue a decision on
whether that person
should remain registered
or be removed from the
register. Unfortunately,
these are the only options
open to the Registration
Officer under the current
law. It must be stressed,
however, that the burden
of proof lies with the
objector and must be ver-
ified by the Electoral
Official. Further, any
and all decisions are sub-
ject to judicial review.

A claim, usually a claim
for transfer, is made by
the Registrant him/her-
self, again on the pre-
scribed form. In this
case, the registrant is
asking to be placed in a
constituency and/or
polling division other
than the one currently

shown. Such movement
seems optional, but it is
advisable to do so once
one has changed address;
and especially if one has
resided at the new abode
for 12 months or more.
In other words, after 12
months of continuous
residence (please pro-
duce proof of address),
come into the offices and
request the change.

Unlike an objection, a
claim for transfer does
not result in disenfran-
chisement, rather the reg-
istrant remains registered
at the old address until
confirmed in the new. It
is our intention to void
any objection received if
during the notification
process for the objection,
the individual applies for
a transfer. This last point
will be done for the first
time in 2017.

Sometimes a name is
inadvertently omitted
from the ARV. Anyone
who was registered but
whose name does not
appear should also come
into the office with the
receipt of their registra-
tion for the correction to
be made.

It must be emphasised
that the aim of the
Electoral Office is not to
disenfranchise any eligi-
ble voter, but rather to
ensure that each regis-
trant has one vote in the
right place and at the
right time.
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Adv isor y from
The St. Kit ts-Nevis Observer...
BEWARE THE SCAMMERS!
Beware of correspondence whic h
purports to make you rich over night .

DO NOT giv e out ANY
informatio n concerning your

credit card, bank account , phone
number or even your address.

In January 2017 the entire world witnessed the farewell speech of
Barack Obama as he exited the white house with the highest rating of
any retiring US President in modern History. Like Obama, wouldn’t it be
fitting for Vance Winkworth Amory who will deliver his farewell speech
too in January at 33, with the highest rating among any retiring politician
in the Caribbean? Civil servants retire after 33 years of service so it will
not be unusual for our great leader to do the same and retire at 33. To
retire after 33 years of leading his great party and the people of Nevis.

January 2020 will be the 33rd Anniversary of the CCM party in exis-
tence. At this 33rd Anniversary celebration, this great man should wel-
come the honor to be able to say thanks to all and sundry for their ster-
ling support to him and his party during this era. A lot of emotions will
be shed by all as they witness his farewell speech delivered from the
pulpit from a man who has all the qualities to be called Reverend. Like
Jesus speaking to his people from the mount, he must first prepare
them for his departure and not to leave them abruptly. To do otherwise
will not be the making of an outstanding statesman and leave all his
supporters and well-wishers with a sense of betrayal and let down as
they would have lost the opportunity to say honor and crown this great
man, the Father of the Modern Nevis.

While the Hon. Vance Amory starts to pen his great farewell speech for
delivery at 33, one would wonder, ‘What will his legacy be?”

To quote from his budget address in December 2016 delivered at the
house of Assembly chambers in Nevis, under his leadership -

“We have expanded, and we are continually reshaping and growing our
economy to ensure that we are on sound footing to enable us to with-
stand unforeseen external shocks, blacklisting and economic recession
without causing unnecessary distress on the people of this country. We
have made significant advances in education, in the development of an
expanded health services sector, in activities for our youths, in the care
for our elderly and senior citizens, in fostering the development of our
tourism sector and in financial services. In the area of infrastructure we
have invested substantially in our port facilities both air and sea ports to
enhance trade. Significant investments have been made in our road
network, in enhancing our water supply system and revolutionizing our
housing program to improve the quality of life of our people. We have
made substantial gains over this period. I therefore encourage all our
citizens, residents and visitors alike to embrace the gains we have
made, to seek to protect these gains at every turn and most important-
ly we must not squander the gains we have made during this period.”

Which of these will define the legacy of this great man or will projects
yet to come. Will it be the cutting of the ribbon to open the new Athletic
Stadium or the opening of the Wyndham Hotel. Again I ask, Vance
Amory retiring at 33 in 2020, what will his legacy be.
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Opponents of Capital
Punishment often put
forward the proposi-
tion that it doesn’t
deter murder. That
proposition is unprov-
able. But more than
that it disregards the
reason for Capital
Punishment persisting
throughout history: the
need for retributive
justice.

Inasmuch as a concern
to prevent crime is
noble, it being the rea-
son for not executing
murderers, minimizes
the gravity of murder;
and it denies the sur-
vivors of victims the
psychic satisfaction
that condign punish-
ment has been suf-
fered for their loss. To
me that isn’t justice.

So what is justice?
Russel Kirk, writing
for the Heritage
Foundation in 1993 gave
this as the classical defin-
ition of justice: “The
classical definition,
which comes to us
through Plato, Aristotle,
Saint Ambrose, and Saint
Augustine of Hippo, is
expressed in a single
phrase: suum cuique, or
“to each his own.” As
this is put in Justinian’s
Corpus Juris Civilis,
“Justice is a habit where-
by a man renders to each

one his due with constant
and perpetual will.” (The
Meaning of Justice).

This means that justice
must be constant, being
‘a habit’; and it is about
punishing the offender,
not deterring crime orre-
habilitating the offender.
That kind of justice, is
obvious and retributive.
It validates the enduring
maxim from Chief
Justice Lord Hewart that,
“It is not merely of some
importance, but of funda-

mental impor-
tance that jus-
tice should not
only be done,
but should be
manifestly and
u n d o u b t e d l y
seen to be
done.”

Those who
insist that exe-
cuting a man for
murder doesn’t deter
other men from com-
mitting murder,
because murders con-
tinue despite execu-
tions, should tell us
why should we punish
people for any crime.
For crimes continue
despite punishment.
People are punished
everyday for theft,
child abuse, fraud and
a host of other crimes
yet other people con-
tinue to do them, well

knowing of the punish-
ment.

To argue that the death
penalty doesn’t deter
murder, and insist on giv-
ing life sentence instead,
implies that life sentence
is a deterrent; but despite
life sentences murder
continues. Since life
sentence is a deterrent —
in the view of those who
oppose execution on the
ground that it isn’t a
deterrent— why don’t
we just catch a bunch of

people and lock them up
for life, toprevent mur-
der? C.S Lewis British
thinker and apologist
said of the deterrence
argument: “If deterrence
is all that matters, the
execution of an innocent
man, provided the public
think him guilty, would
be fully justified.”

Another argument
against the death penalty
is that it is cruel and
unusual punishment.
That is it too severe for a
human being. But is it
cruel and unusual for a
man who has taken the
life of another human
being, in a most brutal
fashion, as is murder, to
be given the same or

e q u i v a l e n t
treatment he
gave to his vic-
tim?

I believe there
is an element
of mercy in the
application of
the death
penalty, espe-
cially today in
the Western

world. Convicts are no
longer, drawn and quar-
tered, devoured by ani-
mals, crucified, burned at
the stake, stoned, and
have their heads chopped
off by the guillotine, as
done in former times.
Lethal injection and elec-
trocution are clean and
efficient methods: the
convict gets his desert in
minutes, not suffering the
agonizing ordeal to
which he subjected his
victim or victims.

And a man who knows
he will be executed at a
set time has the opportu-
nity to make things right
between himself and his
maker before his execu-
tion. In light of this, exe-

cution could be an instant
passage into eternal bliss.

Contrast that with having
a man in prison for life,
sometimes for decades,
in the most inhuman con-
ditions, where he is
denied contact with the
outside world. That is
cruel and unusual pun-
ishment.

Finally to those who
insist that DNA has
shown that sometimes
innocent people have
been executed I say that
since DNA is so precise
it means the chance of
executing an innocent
person, where DNA evi-
dence is available, is
almost nil. That is even
more reason for execu-
tions.

Following the reasoning
that since innocent peo-
ple have been executed
we should not have capi-
tal punishment, we
should then dispense
with all types of punish-
ment; for innocent peo-
ple are mistakenly pun-
ished for crime everyday.

COMMENTARY
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Capital Punishment and Justice
By Ewin James

Ewin James
is a freelance journalist living

in Longwood, Florida
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PROSTRATE SCREENING DRIVE
Dr. Thwaites will be hosting his

annual Prostate Screening Drive
@Ocassion s, Bypass Road, Pinney s
on Saturday January 14, 2017

registration begins
@ 7am and closes @ 11am.

All males 40 years and over are

asked to be present.... Remember,

EARLY DETECTION SAVES LIFE!
Make sure you take advantage of

this great opportunity....

It's free...



By Monique Washington

The 10th staging of the
annual prostate cancer
screen will begin
Saturday, Jan. 14 and
expects to top last year’s
622 men, said Dr.
Dwayne Thwaites
Urologic Surgeon.

The free prostate screen-
ing will be held tomor-
row at the Occasion on
the bypass road.
Registration will open
from 6 a.m. to noon. Dr.
Daniel Caruso and Dr.
Chris Gomez will be
joining Dr. Thwaites and
Brian Cohen.

Free prostate testing has
been offered to men in
Nevis by Dr. Thwaites
and his crew for 10 years.
Speaking with the media
on Thursday, he said
when he began he was
the only doctor perform-
ing the exam and 80 men

showed up.

“We are expecting to see
a lot more men this
year,” he said. “More
men are now aware of
what is going on.
Prostate cancer is at epi-
demic proportion in the
Caribbean, especially in

the black population.
The news is out there and
more and more people
are reading. It is a free
screening and it is done
once a year. Once you’re
ok, that’s fine, you come
back next year.”

Dr. Brian Cohen who is

accompanying Dr.
Thwaites said prostate
screening is something
recommended to be done
annually for men
between the ages of 40 to
45.

He explained how the
procedure works.

“Patients will get a blood
test for something called
PSA and the rectal exam
to test the prostate,” he
said.

Dr. Thwaites said in
2014-2015, eight percent
of the men tested showed
abnormalities compared
to 10 percent in 2016.
He said the increase can
be linked to the increased
number of men tested.
While there have been
abnormalities, it does not
necessarily mean the per-
son has cancer.

‘The only way you can

diagnose if you have can-
cer is with a pathological
exam which means that
you have to get a biopsy
to confirm it,” he said.
“You can have an abnor-
mal mass on examination
and normal PSA and no
cancer. You can also
have low PSA and a nor-
mal exam and have can-
cer.”

Dr. Thwaites said, “What
we are seeing is people
who have never been
screened coming in with
late stage prostate can-
cer.”

In addition to free
prostate screening on
Nevis, Dr. Thwaites and
his team also travels to
St. Kitts in July and
Antigua in August to
offer the same service.
He noted that in St. Kitts
however the numbers
“go up and down.”

“St Kitts has been going
up and down but we are
hoping to do public rela-
tions so more people can
come out,” he added.

He expressed gratitude to
all the local sponsors,
naming Nisbett’s
Plantation, Oualie Beach,
Patricia Barlette, Avalon
medical services, TDC,
staff at the hospital,
Ministry of Health and
the Nevis Island
Administration, Gender
Affairs, Island Molding,
Nevis Multiline, The
Finish Touch, Dolvin
Nisbett, Roxanne
Brooks, The Observer,
VON Radio, THG, Nevis
Newscast, Ole House
Cafe, Sunshine Bar and
Grill, Hope at Rivera
House, Texaco gas sta-
tion, Icelma Martin,
Perkins water taxi ,
Seamoss taxi services
and the 21st Century
Oncology Group.

By S. Williams

The Butlers Estate
Resort and Residencies
previously listed as
one of 11 hotel projects
proposed for Nevis
since 2011 is said to
have unofficially bro-
ken ground in 2013.

This information was
received on Monday
Jan. 9 from Karl
Lewis, Project
Manager and a
Director for the Butlers
Estate Resort.

“We unoffically broke
ground back in 2013” Mr. Lewis said,
“and this is a 10 year project.”

The Resort is a luxurious residential
community sitting on 98 acres of prime
coastal land at Butlers, in the St. James
area. When completed it will have 160
one and two bedroom suites and con-
temporary living spaces. Residential
lots are available for custom built
homes and residencies.

The overall development will be a
planned community which will include
a boutique hotel, spa, wellness centre,
tennis court, swimming pool, restau-
rants, conference areas, shopping malls
and convenience stores.

Lewis said the resort is a US$200 mil-
lion investment and that construction is
ongoing.

When asked why there hasn’t been an
official groundbreaking for the project
and about the likelihood of one in the
future, Lewis said he didn’t want one
yet and simply wanted people to come
and see buildings already constructed

when they rise up.

The Butler’s Estate Resort &
Residences is an approved project of
the Citizenship by Investment Program
of the Federation of St. Kitts and Nevis.
Purchasers who make a minimum
investment of US$400,000 in Saint
Kitts and Nevis real estate will be enti-
tled to apply for Citizenship in the
Federation of St. Kitts and Nevis.

The program offers lifetime citizenship
for applicants and all eligible family
members, and visa-free travel to more
than 130 countries including the United
Kingdom, Switzerland and Schengen
countries.

The project is being developed by
JACKI Developments Ltd. The Board
of Directors is made up of Arthur
Evelyn, Charlene Lewis, Karl Lewis,
Ian “Sugar George” Edwards and
Janine Edwards.

Though currently unbranded, Lewis is
optimistic this will change and that a
“big-name” brand would take the pro-
ject on. He further said he has visited

Shanghai to promote the project. The
main goals of the development is to
provide investment opportunities to
home owners and job opportunities as

well as venture into medical tourism to
cater for the elderly since there will be
doctors, clinics and other medical facil-
ities on site.
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Hundreds Expected to turn out for Free Prostate Screening

Dr. Thwaites and Dr. Cohan

Butlers Estate has Unofficially Broken Ground Says Director



By Loshaun Dixon

Basseterre, St. Kitts-
Some taxi operators were
turned away from Port
Zante and the Deep
Water Port in St. Kitts
after they failed to pro-
duce proper decals to
indicate they have under-
gone the proper proce-
dure to operate in 2017
with the enforcement
causing contradicting
reports from one taxi
operator and a tourism
official.

Taxi Operator Austin
Edinborough claimed
that taxi operators were
being denied the oppor-
tunity to work after they
were refused entry into
Port Zante and the Deep
Water Port after they
couldn’t show the proper
identification despite
been given a grace period
until January 31 to get
their act together.

Speaking to some mem-
bers of the media on
Wednesday afternoon,
Edinborough stated that
when he came to the port
earlier in the day he
noticed a police by a gate
they had mounted just

outside the Sans
Complex before entering
Port Zante demanding
Taxi operators show a
decal.

He added that though he
does not have a problem
with the procedure but
took issue with that hap-
pening now.

“The biggest dog in col-
lecting taxes for the gov-
ernment is the Inland
Revenue Department.
The Business License
expires on December
31st and you have until
January 31st to renew the
license. The penalty
does not begin until the
first of February, and so I
am saying that the
Tourism Authority must
comply with that.

“They can’t force you to
go before Inland
Revenue requires you to
go. I think the right thing
to do is to enforce it the
first of February.”

The taxi operator
explained that December
and January are busy
months and there is a lot
of other things that have
to be paid in January and

was certain that that was
one of the reasons inland
revenue took into consid-
eration when they gave
that grace period.

“The implementation of
it today is what I have a
concern with. To do it
this morning when they
are three ships is an indi-
cation of the irresponsi-
bleness of the Tourism
Authority the uncaring
attitude for the guest and
the operators.”

He explained in order to
get the decal you must
have the business
license. He added the
decal is given by the
Tourism Authority and it
is a stamp on the vehicle
and identifies the taxi
operators that have been
certified to operate.

“Again I have no prob-
lem with the decal, I have
no problem with enforc-
ing it but it must be
wrong to do it before the
expired date for the
renewal of their license.”

Edinborough also indict-
ed that him and other taxi
operators were turned
away adding that he had

received no notification
indicating that they
would be enforcing the
matter and that if they
had given notice, it was
grossly insufficient.

“I cannot say and I
wouldn’t say no notice at
all was given, but if it
was, it was wholly inade-
quate because I did not
see one, I did not receive
one as a businessman and
I did not hear it on the
radio.”

He added that it affect the
operations generally on
Wednesday.

“My operation was not
affect because I am a taxi

operator because I go out
and meet people and talk
to people and I will get
jobs. It made it a bit
more difficult but it
won’t prevent me.”

Public Relations Officer
in the St. Kitts Tourism
Authority Saju N’galla
contradicted the claims
made by Edinborough by
revealing that the taxi
operators were informed
since December and the
entire December people
have been renewing.

“It happens every year.
You have to renew your
license at Inland
Revenue. They were
giving almost a week,

where they could have
still operated and had
until the 11th to renew.
They were told the entire
December they could
have done it.

He then rebuffed claims
that the operators had the
entire month of January
to get it renewed.

“Once your license has
expired, it becomes a
police matter… Once
your licenses has expired
whether drivers or any
other there is no grace
period.”

The Tourism PRO dis-
closed that despite the
expiry date being
December 31 the opera-
tors had an extra week in
January to sort out the
matter. He also stated
that despite Wednesday
being the cut-off date,
they can come anytime
and renew because there
is no penalty.

“So come and renew and
get back to business.”

N’galla also noted that as
part of the renewal the
vehicles have to undergo
an inspection and is done
not to hamper the opera-
tors but to protect the
industry.

“It’s not that we are try-
ing to find a way to ham-
per people, but it comes

C M Y K
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Taxi Operators turned away for not Displaying Proper Decal

Continued on page 14

Taxi Operator Austin Edinborough and decals



By Monique Washington

The Eastern Caribbean
Court of Appeal has
allowed Anne Bass to
appeal a decision made
by a lower court in stop-
ping the HTRIP Candy
Resort in Liburd Hill as it
allegedly may not have
had a proper Environ-
mental Impact Assess-
ment completed.

Just one year prior on
Jan. 18, 2016, Ms. Bass,
a Liburd Hill property-
owner, had attorneys

Damian Kelsick and
Garth Wilkin, file an
application for judicial
review at the High Court
in Charlestown. A judi-
cial review is a court pro-
ceeding in which a judge
reviews the lawfulness of
a decision or action made
by a public body. Judicial
reviews challenge the
way a decision has been
made, rather than the
rights and wrongs of the
conclusion reached.

The official court docu-
ments stated that Anne

Bass applied for “leave
to apply for judicial
review, in particular to
obtain an order of certio-
rari to remove into the
high court and to quash
the decisions of Director
of Physical Planning and
the Development
Advisory Committee
granting permission to
the Caribbean
Development Consultant
Ltd. to construct a 17
building, 51 unit devel-
opment with a guard
house, restaurant, two
parking lots, badminton

courts and a volleyball
site on 4.4 acres of
coastal land in Liburd
Hill referred to as the
HTRIP Candy Resort
Villa Development.”

Bass’s attorneys main-
tained that the Director
of Physical Planning and
the Development adviso-
ry Committee acted with-
out jurisdiction when
they decided in April
2015 to grant permission
to Caribbean Develop-
ment Consultant Ltd. to
construct Candy Resort

Villa Development with-
out an Environmental
Impact Assessment
(EIA) for the materially
revised plans, as required
by law.

“And because of this the
actions of the Director of
Physical Planning should
be null because of their
failure to examine and
take into account the
environmental impact
assessment,” the request
reads.

In Her Ladyship Justice

Lorraine Williams’ deci-
sion the court noted that
the Bass judicial review
application is statute
barred under the act and
the applicant’s challenge
is without merit.

“The respondents acted
within their jurisdiction
and authority and they
can rely on the protection
of the six month limita-
tion for instituting pro-
ceedings under the
Public Authorities

By Loshaun Dixon

Basseterre, St. Kitts-
The cruise industry in St.
Kitts has just surpassed
another milestone as a
record breaking five
cruise ships with over
16,000 passengers ber-
thed in Basseterre on
Thursday, Jan. 12.

The Adventure of the
Seas of the Royal
Caribbean Cruise Line,
Regal Princess of
Princess Cruises, Aida
Luna of Aida Cruises,
Freedom of the Seas of
the Royal Caribbean
Cruise Line and TUI
Discovery of Thomson
Cruises all anchored in
Basseterre Thursday
morning.

Speaking at a packed
Port Zante Tourism
Minister the Hon.
Lindsay Grant told media
personnel that today is a
historic day for St. Kitts
welcoming over 16,000
plus visitors.

“It is 10 o clock now, and

as far as I am concerned
we are managing the pas-
sengers coming off the
ships very nicely,” he
said. “They have not had
any incidents, the flow of
the traffic is smooth and
we are delighted to be
here on this historic
occasion.”

He said while today is a
special occasion, it will
soon become the stan-
dard for cruise passen-
gers in the coming sea-
son.

“As I looked to the forth
coming season, not this
season but the next sea-
son five and six ship days
will become almost the
norm,” he added.

He said it is important for
the stake holders in the
industry to prepare them-
selves for what is to
come since the industry
is growing stronger. Mr.
Grant said this tourist
season is expected to
yield over 1.1 million
passengers to visit St.
Kitts and Nevis.

“That is historic with
record breaking num-
bers. Three hundred
ninety one cruise ship
visits is record numbers,”
he declared. “We had
record numbers last year
and we are giving record
numbers this year.”

He warned that with the
increased numbers the
customer service on the
island should remain
exceptional.

“We have to make sure
that this service we deliv-
er to visitors is par excel-
lence. We cannot afford
to diminish our customer
service to our visitors,”
he cautioned.

He said he hoped the
resources in St. Kitts are
enough to cope with the
increased number of peo-
ple that are visiting the
island.

“Those 16,000 visitors
are almost half the popu-
lation of St. Kitts,” he
said. “Our resources will
be stretched and we

should look to see what’s
happening and what
challenges we face today
to be able to respond to
whatever challenges we
see arising from today,”
he said.

The Tourism Minister
said he has already iden-
tified a couple of areas
they could improve and
that his Ministry is going

‘back to the drawing
board again strategically
to move forward.”

“We spoke to the police,
traffic, the health per-
sons. Everybody has
been engaged to ensure
that this day goes well
and that it is historic and
without challenges.”

The Tourism Minister
was asked how impactful

a second pier at Port
Zante might have been
on a day like today when
two other ships had to
berth at the Deep Water
Port and tender in the
open sea.

“St. Kitts is such a sought
after destination that
even though ships know
that they are not being

C M Y K
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By S. Williams

On Wednesday, Jan. 11,
Nevis Historical and
Conservation Society
(NHCS) and the
Department of Com-
munity Development,
hosted the Alexander
Hamilton Scholarship
Fund Awards ceremony
and Tea Party at the
Alexander Hamilton
Museum Grounds.

This year’s recipients,
Abigail Swanston and
Levonski Jeffers of
Charlestown Secondary
School, and Shelliqua
Carmichael and Hallie
Yankey of Gingerland
join a long list of stu-
dents past and present
who would have benefit-
ed from the Hamilton
Fund.

The Fund, established in
1966 by the Trott family,

assists deserv-
ing secondary
school stu-
dents with uni-
forms, fees,
books and
other school
s u p p l i e s .
Locally the
fund is sup-
ported by
members of
the NHCS and
members of
the wider com-
munity and is
administered
by the
Ministry of
Social Development.

The evening’s program
included welcome
remarks from Shefton
Liburd, Secretary of the
NHCS Board of
Directors, who said edu-
cation drives the econo-
my and people who take
the time and opportunity
to invest in education are
operating with wisdom
as an investment for the
future.

Remarks were also given
by Nicole Liburd,
Executive Director of
NHCS who led the audi-
ence in singing Happy
Birthday during a tele-
phone conference with a

number of persons from
the Hamilton Celebra-
tions 2016 in New York
City. Cultural Present-
ations included a
Fishermen’s Dance by
Maude Crosse
Preparatory School and a
performance by the
“Mighty” Sookie, reign-
ing Culturama Junior
Kaiso King.

During the report on the
Alexander Hamilton
Scholarship Fund for the
year 2016 given by the
Tracy Paris, Community
Development Officer for
St. Georges parish, she
urged students in the pro-
gram to treat their schol-
arships as a privilege and

a responsibility.

“Your school reports
have shown that some
have not worked to
uphold the integrity of
this scholarship,” Ms.
Paris said.

“There have been
instances of poor perfor-
mances throughout the
year. There have also
been instances where 50
hours community service
which has to be complet-
ed within the year has
also been neglected even
though placements have
been assigned for those
hours to be completed. It
is hoped that there will
be some major improve-

ment in your work as of
this term.”

Aneka Stapleton, one of
two guest speakers and
former recipient of the
scholarship, said while
Education is the key suc-
cess, determination, it
also plays an important
role in achieving success.

The second Guest
Speaker Orian Stapleton,
another former recipient
reminded this year’s
scholars that faith can
move mountains and that
“Once you want some-
thing as badly as you can
breathe, humanity cannot
stand in your way.”

This celebration marked

the 260th birthday of
Alexander Hamilton, the
Nevisian born Founding
Father of the United
States.

Mr. Hamilton lived on
Nevis until he was nine
and went on to become
the chief staff aide to
General George
Washington, one of the
most influential inter-
preters and promoters of
the U.S. Constitution, the
founder of the nation’s
financial system, the
founder of the Federalist
Party (the world’s first
voter-based political
party) the Father of the
U.S. Coast Guard and
founder of the New York
Post.

By Monique Washington

The first public showing
of a film created and
filmed in Nevis will be
premiered on Saturday
months ahead of the offi-
cial release in London in
March.

‘The River of Time, Why
is everyone talking about
Philippa?’ is a book writ-
ten by Dr. June
Goodfield and has been
turned into a documen-
tary film entitled “The
Time Detectives, who is
Philippa”.

Dr. Goodfield has written
over a dozen books and a
number of them have
been turned into films or
television series in
England.

The book was written
after Dr. Goodfield‘s first
trip to Nevis in 1985.
Speaking with the
Observer on Wednesday,

she explained what the
book and the film is
about.

“The story is about
someone who came to
Nevis in 1634. She was
one of the first English
women ever to come to
Nevis,” the author stated.

She said after leaving her
hotel room at Montpelier
on her first trip to Nevis
in 1985, she came upon a
grave on Saddle Hill that
bore the words “Philippa
Prentis Phillips died on
11th August 1683”.

She said her interest to
find out who Philippa
was began then. It took
over two decades for
Goodfield to complete
her investigation on the
life of the woman.

She discovered through
her research that Philippa
migrated to the
Caribbean in the 17th

century and that Philippa
was born in Devon, one
of a large and poverty
stricken family.

Philippa immigrated to
Nevis where she married
Clement Prentis, the first
man she met on landing.
According to Dr.
Goodfield, two thirds of
the documentary was
filmed in Nevis and the
rest in England. She
noted that major broad-
casters will broadcast the
film globally after the
March premier in
London.

“The Major event is in
London and we will
announce the two broad-
casters who will broad-
cast globally. The
London premier will be
held on March 15 in
Mayfair at the
Headquarters of the
English speaking Union
of the Common Wealth,”
she said. “I was very

happy to bring with me a
copy of the film to Nevis
and to say they can have
a pre-London premier.”

The red carpet premier
will be a charity event
and exclusive to
Dignitaries and invited
guests. A second view-
ing will take place in
Nevis after the March 15
London premier. All pro-
ceeds from the charity
event will be donated to
the Cecil Brown School,
and Operation Future,
two charities in Nevis.

Dr. Goodfield announced
that specially invited
guests for the London
premier are two members
of the Royal family,
Robert Dultry and his
wife, High Commis-
sioner of St. Kitts and
Nevis, Premier Hon
Vance Amory and
Deputy Premier Hon
Mark Brantley.

She also said Jeanette
Grey Hull, Mr. Amory,
Mr. Brantley, Sandy
Claxton, Marvin
Chapman are some per-
sons who are featured in
the film. Helen Kidd was

the production manager.

The premier showing of
the film will be held
Saturday at 6 p.m. at the
Nevis Performing Arts
Centre (NEPAC).
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By Loshaun Dixon

Basseterre, St. Kitts-
Minister of International
Trade the Hon. Lindsay
Grant wants to create a
more robust Partial
Scope Agreement that
has been dormant for the
past four years between
St. Kitts and Nevis and
Brazil.

In 2012, St. Kitts and
Nevis signed an agree-
ment with the Brazilian
Government to partici-
pate in trade relations
with the largest economy
in Latin America at sig-
nificantly reduced trade
tariffs and opening up the
Brazilian market for
manufacturing compa-
nies in the Federation.

St. Kitts and Nevis at the
time became the first
Caribbean country to
sign on to the agreement
with Guyana following
shortly after.

The Partial Scope
Agreement was signed to
allow a select of products
from Brazil preferred
access to the St. Kitts and
Nevis market while cre-
ating an opening for
manufacturing firms in
St. Kitts and Nevis to
enter the Brazilian
Market. Government
officials said the access
would have led to

increase sales and secure
the jobs of many workers
in the industrial sector in
St. Kitts and Nevis.

However since the agree-
ment was signed, St.
Kitts and Nevis have
received few benefits
from the arrangement —
something Mr. Grant
wants to change.

“As many would know,
the Partial Scope
Agreement has been
stuck in the woods for
the past eight years. We
have been pressing on
with that to ensure that
something happens. I
think that we are a little
bit further onwards,”
Grant said.

Last September a request
was made by representa-
tives of the Brazilian to
setup a task force to deal
with matters concerning

the Partial
S c o p e
Agreemen t .
Grant noted
that the
F e d e r a t i o n
had fulfilled
all required of
them and
said it was the
responsibility
of the
B r a z i l i a n
Government
to advance the
development.

“We have told the
Brazilians… all that we
in St. Kitts and Nevis
have to do is done. It is
now left up to the
Brazilian Government to
move the process for-
ward,” Grant declared.

He added that his gov-
ernment has indicated to
the Brazilians that it has
been eight years and it is
long overdue.

“Tell us what you really
want. Is it we are going
to have the Partial Scope
Agreement or we are not
going to have it?” he
said.

“If we are not going to
have it, that is fine. But
if we are, then let us
move the process
onwards. I believe in
2017 we would see a
movement in terms of

finally getting the Partial
Scope Agreement finally

signed off which is
important for our manu-

facturing sector,” he con-
cluded.

By Loshaun Dixon

Basseterre, St. Kitts-
Prime Minister of St.
Kitts and Nevis Dr.
Timothy Harris is strik-
ing back at critics who
claim the government
has been slow in keeping
its campaign promises.

Speaking at the Prime
Ministers New Year’s
Gala, Dr. Harris said that
while for some people
the pace may seem slow,
his government is taking
a democratic approach to
governing.

“This is a democracy,” he
said. “It is not a revolu-
tion that we had in the
sense that there is a vio-
lent overthrow and you
have these radical alter-
ations in societies and
programs of develop-
ment.”

He added that only when
there is those type of
changes could any gov-
ernment act faster than it

is going.

“I challenge you to find
any government in its
first term that has done as
much as the Team Unity
Administration in 23

months. That is a record
of accomplishment of
which we are prepared to
defend and motivate our
people to defend it,” he
said.

The Prime Minister listed
some of the accomplish-
ments his administration
has achieved since taking
office.

“We brought in a pro-

gram thanks in part to the
government of Venezuela
that is the Fresh start pro-
gram and we have pro-
vided financial support to
over 300 young and not
so young people all over
St. Kitts and Nevis,” he
declared.

“Because the job is not
yet done, this govern-
ment has secured $30
million that we have
made available to the
small man...to give them
an opportunity through
entrepreneurship and
enterprise to make some-
thing good for them-
selves.”

He also said that it was
important that govern-
ment has an inclusive
approach to develop-
ment.

“We promise develop-
ment for all, prosperity
for all and fair share for
all. That meant that we
would listen, we would
learn and respond and we

are doing so,” he said.

Dr. Harris said his gov-
ernment will not suc-
cumb to any pressure,
because his administra-
tion has a mandate from
the people and plans “to
make haste slowly.”

“We will be thoughtful
and we will be systemat-
ic in our approach to
development. We will
not succumb to pressure
or the cracking of the
whip from anyone
because we have the con-
fidence of the people,”
he stated.

He also noted that gov-
ernment is listening to
the people’s concerns.

“We hear them in the cir-
cus, we hear them in the
market, we hear them in
the churches and yes we
are a government that lis-
tens. But we have to
manage the country and
keep it on the path of
development,” he said.
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By Loshaun Dixon

Basseterre, St. Kitts-
The biggest threat to the
economic development
in St. Kitts and Nevis is
crime.

That’s the opinion of Dr.
Denzil Douglas, who
served as Prime Minister
of St. Kitts and Nevis
before Team Unity took
control of the govern-
ment. A physician, Dr.
Douglas today serves as
leader of the opposition
party.

He made his remarks
about crime on his new
radio program. Dr.
Douglas said the sharp

increase of crime in both
islands threatens the
Federation’s economic
development, its stabili-
ty, the development of
the people, and the vital
tourism industry.

Douglas said crime is not
just a political or national
issue, but must be fought
on the regional level if its
effects are to be defeated.

“I really think we as
Caribbean people need to
come together and find
the solution, not only at
the domestic level, but
regionally,” he said.

The Federation has been
grappling with crime

against innocent citizens
and business owners as
well as between rival
gangs for years. There
were 31 homicides in
2016, up from 29 in
2015. During the year,
police seized and confis-
cated 38 firearms from
the streets. Since Jan. 1,
no homicides have been
recorded, although three
separate shootings have
been reported on St.
Kitts.

Douglas made his
remarks in response to a
caller who wondered
aloud about the planned
actions of Donald
Trump, president-elect of

the United States, who
promised to deport ille-
gals with criminal back-
grounds who live in the
U.S. The caller this
could lead to more crimi-
nal types returning to the
Caribbean and making a
bad situation even worse.

Douglas said, “This is an
issue that is ongoing. I
would expect that at
some point Caribbean
leaders, especially at the
Summit of the Americas
or maybe more directly
an invitation by the
CARICOM Secretariat
would be made to the
President to visit them at
their meetings.

He admitted it was a mat-
ter that has surfaced in
the past and that still con-
tinues to be an issue
based on recent policies
by other governments.

“Considering some

recent policies we have
seen pursued in Jamaica,
not only by the U.S.
Government but also by
the British Government,
I don’t think the problem
will go away,” he said.

By Loshaun Dixon

Basseterre, St. Kitts-
Commissioner of Police
has pledged that the
Royal St. Christopher
and Nevis Police Force
will overcome their cur-
rent challenges and make
St. Kitts and Nevis a safe
place.

Giving an address at the
Commissioner’s first
Lecture Series for 2017
Queeley indicated that
despite difficulties of
2016 and as challenging
as 2017 is anticipated to
be he was still optimistic
that they will overcome.

“We will overcome
mainly because we have
the will and the desire to
make certain that St.
Kitts and Nevis is a safe
place.”

He added that the 31
murders in the federation
in 2016 and the signifi-
cant regional and interna-
tional attention due to
that is unwelcomed for a
small country.

“We want to do all in our
power to ensure we don’t
get to those numbers
again and those numbers
are significantly reduced
and we would do so
mainly through a balanc-
ing strategy of preventa-
tive and investigative
policing.”

He however noted that in
order for improvements
to occur officers have to
recommit us to the
force’s core values.

“We must be dedicated to
the Constitution of this
Federation. We must
have respect and dignity
for those we protect. We
must be compassionate.
We must be fair and firm
at all times when dealing
with others and we must
practice uncompromis-
ing personal and institu-
tional integrity.”

The Commissioner noted
that part of the chal-
lenges they had during
2016 was the struggle
with integrity issues
within the organisation.

“That, we hope, will not
repeat itself. We will
treat it every time and on
every occasion that it
rises.”

He indicated that strate-
gies will be put in place
to minimize some of the
integrity issues in 2017.

“As 2017 rolls in, we
want to redouble our
efforts in our crime fight-
ing area. We must redou-
ble our efforts.”

Queeley stated that
homicides and violent
crimes have been the
main issue for the police
force and hope that the
next two years would see
a significant reduction in
these incidents.

“I would want to see us
over the next 12 – 24
months based on the
strategies that we would
have outlined in our
Strategic and Six-Point
Plan of Action see a
reduction in criminal

activities by at least 10
percent. I would also
wish to see the reduction
of fear of crime within
the community because
in many instances in this
society the fear of crime
is worse than the crime
itself and so we will do
what is required to
ensure that that is done.”

He also outlined some
strategies that could be
implemented to help
reduce the crimes men-
tioned stating that a bal-
ance of preventative and
investigative strategies is
key.

“Even before we get to
those strategies we have
to recognise that having
done some introspection
we have to overcome
some internal struggles
first one being that of
supervision.”

The police head dis-
closed that in the recent

past there have been mul-
tiple issues with supervi-
sors and managers and
committed to holding
them more accountable
in 2017

“So by being held more
accountable you would
hold those that report to
you more accountable.
And this is not rocket sci-
ence it is just straight
supervision of your per-
sons.”

Commissioner Queeley
pledged also to that the
police will have a more
visible presence in the
communities.

“Visible by means of foot
and mobile patrol. By
means of community
engagement. We will get
out in the communities
more and interact with
the members of the com-
munity. We will go out
and not only pass persons
straight as some of us do,

but stop (and say) hi,
hello and How are you
doing.”

He proclaimed that a
more friendly approach
could restore some trust
in the police.

“When persons see the
police in most instances
feel a sense of comfort
and that reassurance we
ought to give. Com-
munication with our con-
stituents would be very
key and we would be
pressing upon that from
the various directorate
levels.”

Queeley also said that the
roll out of their CCTV
programme could have a
two fold effect in their
crime fighting efforts.

“That project could be
both preventative and
investigative. That
would be a compliment
to the strategies that
would be employed.”

He added that there will
also be an increase in tar-
geted and intelligence led
operations.

“We would want to
ensure that when crimi-
nal activities are commit-
ted… we know that we
cannot stop all the crimi-
nal activities… we want
you to be in a position to
at least detect. We were
not happy with the detec-
tion rate although it was
a slight increase over the
previous year we still
believe that there is much
more work to be done.”

Queeley also promised to
improve not only in
training or capacity
building opportunities in
specialized areas, but
also in general areas.

“You should be seeing
increase in service train-
ing refreshers, training to
make certain that you are
up to speed with whatev-
er legislative changes
have been made and
basically adapting and
adopting to best practices
worldwide.”

He then called for a
greater investment in
technology and science
use by the Police Force.

“We would also want to
place the heaviest
emphasis on our foren-
sics. We think that it is
important that we go full
steam ahead in building
out our forensic capabili-
ty.”

He also disclosed that
they will be lobbying the
powers that be for leg-
islative changes that they
believe would be benefi-
cial to the law enforce-
ment community.

“Be it from the investiga-
tive standpoint or from
the preventative stand-
point. Because we think
that some of our laws
certainly need revisiting.
We have actually had
discussions on more than
one occasion with our
Attorney General as to
areas that we think can
assist us in the improve-
ment.”

LOCAL NEWSThe St. Kit ts-Nevis Observer. Friday January 13, 2017Page 12

C M Y K

COP Queeley Confident Police can “Overcome” Challenges

Crime Biggest Threat to Economic
Development says Former PM

CoP RSCNPF Ian Queeley



By G.A.Dwyer Astaphan

Integrity in Public Life
legislation is important in
a democracy. And it
saves taxpayers enor-
mous amounts of money.

It was one of the two
main planks in the
Labour Party’s cam-
paigns of 1993 and 1995.

The other was Law and
Order.

After Labour’s victory in
1995, many people
believed that not only

would Labour deliver
and perform accordingly,
but that they would per-
form in quick fashion,
given the zeal and pas-
sion with which they had
made the case in those
two elections.

But a year passed, and
nothing happened. Then
two, then three, then five,
ten, fifteen, and more
years, and still nothing.

Clearly, the Labour Party
had very quickly lost its
appetite for Integrity in
Public Life legislation.

Also, let’s be fair, after
that election, the people
of this land never really
demonstrated much of an
appetite for such legisla-
tion either.

But to be brutally honest,
how aware do you think
much of our populace
would’ve been on mat-
ters relating to Integrity
in Public Life?

By 1995, the voters were
sufficiently fed up with
the Simmonds
Administration, and with
individuals in and around
it, and they wanted to get
rid of them.

And a number of people
had lost hope. They
wanted a chance to get a
house, or a piece of land,
or a job.

In my opinion, and I say
this looking back in time,
while the talk of Integrity
in Public Life may have
found traction with some
voters, the majority were
focused on things that
they saw as more imme-
diate, tangible and per-
sonal.

Which perhaps helps to
explain why subsequent
elections were held in
2000, 2004 and 2010,
with little rumbling, if
any, about Integrity in
Public Life.

Another observation is
that by 2010, the culture
of self had become so
deeply embedded, with
the attendant erosion of
values, ethics and moral-
ity, that many people did-
n’t seem to give a damn
about Integrity in Public
Life, or integrity period.
Once they got their
money or whatever else
they desired for the
moment, cool!!! More
about self, and little or
nothing about the ‘big
picture’.

But by 2013, with the
country already in elec-
tion mode, the pollsters
advised the politicians
that Integrity in Public
Life legislation would be
a hot topic. Clearly, a
critical mass of voters
had become fed up and
genuinely wanted a new
and better approach to
governance.

So having survived the

elections of 2000, 2004
and 2010, the Labour
Party decided in
September, 2013, that it
was time to take the leg-
islation to Parliament.
They felt that they had
avoided it successfully
for long enough, and
now they would pass the
Integrity in Public Life
Act.

But not so fast. They
wouldn’t go all the way.
They would pass an Act
that would come into
force on a future date, if
and when so appointed
by the Minister of Justice
and Legal Affairs.

Their hope was to get
through the election
without having the
Minister bring the Act
into force, then after the
election, to put it on the
shelf to gather cobwebs
for as long as possible,
not unlike the Motion of
No Confidence matter.

Remember that?

Let’s have a quick look at
parts of the Act.

Its objective is to provide
for a Code of Conduct
and Declaration of
Interests by public offi-
cials.

Its Code of Conduct
states, among other
things, that: (i) i public
officials must avoid con-
flicts (real, potential or
apparent) between their
private interests and their
public duties; (ii) they
must not take advantage
of their position for pri-
vate interest; and (iii)
they must always con-
duct themselves in such a
way that the public’s
confidence and trust in
the integrity, impartiality
and effectiveness of the
public services are pre-
served and enhanced.

By Loshaun Dixon

Basseterre, St. Kitts-
Last year was a historic
year for football in St.
Kitts and Nevis with the
Senior Men’s National
Team and the St. Kitts-
Nevis Football
Association (SKNFA)
looking to build on those
successes in 2017.

Football promoters are
hopeful for even greater
success despite there not
being any major tourna-
ments for the team.

In 2016 the National
team received itshighest
ever ranking of 73 in the
FIFA rankings and fin-
ished the year at a com-
mendable 80.

General Secretary of the
SKNFA Stanley Jacob,
told The Observer he is
looking forward to con-
tinue the success of 2016.

“We intend to go down
that development path,
where we are engaged in
a number of international
friendly matches. The
SKNFA will soon be
rolling out its interna-
tional calendar where we
are hoping to have some
confirmations,” he said.

In 2016, the St. Kitts and
Nevis team was involved
in a number of high pro-
file friendlies against

Nicaragua and
Estonia. Mr. Jacobs
said they hoped to
continue on a similar
path in 2017 to attract
these high profile
encounters.

“You can expect that
the national team
engagement contin-
ues with high profile
member associations.
That is the intentions
in order for us to
maintain our ranking
or even to continue to
improve the ranking,”
he declared.

He also commented on
what role Head Coach
Jacques Passy would
play in 2017.

“We are still reviewing
that arrangement but we
are very grateful for
Coach Passy and his
team out of Mexico for
their assistance to the
SKNFA for the past year
and a half. They have
done on a strictly pro
brono basis without any
request for payment,” he
said.

Jacobs added that Passy
was originally to be in
charge of the team for the
entire World Cup
Qualifiers and to the end
of the Caribbean Cup.

“Our Caribbean Cup
campaign ended last

November and now we
are looking at how the
team will move for-
ward,” he said.

He revealed that the
National will not be
involved in any major
tournaments this year
and will only be engaged
in international friend-
lies.

“We are out of the 2018
qualification for Russia
we are also out of the
Caribbean cup competi-
tion but 2017 is really the
year for women’s compe-
tition. We would have
coming on stream the
World cup qualifiers for
the various categories of
female football,” he said.

The Sugar Boys fell just
short of a CONCACAF
Gold Cup berth with a 2-

0 defeat to Haiti in
November in a game
they needed to win in
order to qualify for the
tournament.

The General Secretary
also was asked about the
U-20 National team
which is expected to par-
ticipate in a U-20 CON-
CACAF competition that
will also serve as the
World Cup Qualifiers.

“The ultimate objective
is to qualify for the U-20
World Cup in Korea. St.
Kitts and Nevis are
among the final 12 in
CONCACAF Qualific-
ation tournament of
which four teams will
advance. We believe we
have a very good team
and we are in a very good
position to make history

once again,” he stat-
ed.

Jacobs said prepara-
tion for the tourna-
ment is going
extremely well and
the team is under
the guidance of
technical Director
Lenny Lake.

“He has been in
control of the team
since its inception
and brought them
s u c c e s s f u l l y
through the
Caribbean rounds
and now the team is

in the CONCACAF
round,” he said.

He added that the team
has been in training daily
and has been training
exceptionally well. The
General Secretary also
said the SKNFA is facing
some difficulty in the
lead up to the tourna-
ment.

“Nothing comes without
hurdles,” he said. “We
are now going off to
Costa Rica for this tour-
nament and it comes at a
tremendous expense.
While the SKNFA does
not really have (the
funds), we need to find a
way to make things hap-
pen. Finances will
always be a challenge for
us but we believe the sac-
rifice is well worth it.”

Jacobs also spoke about
the benefits this tourna-
ment holds for the young
footballers.

“Our U-20 boys will be
playing the best U-20
boys in the whole of
CONCACAF. It is an
opportunity for them to
be exposed to various
coaches and scouts from
colleges and professional
teams and there is an
opportunity for them
to have opportunities
coming out of this tour-
nament,” he said.

The U-20 team
was drawn in a difficult
group in the U-20 CON-
CACAF competition that
will take place in Costa
Rica in February, 2017.

The Sugar Boys will play
their first game versus
Haiti on February 18 one
day after the competition
opens. They will then
take on Panama on the
20th before finishing the
group stage of the com-
petition versus the USA.

The top two team from
each group will proceed
to the Semi-Final of the
competition and also
qualify for the U-20
World Cup in Korea later
in the year.
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docked at Port Zante and
they have to tender, they
still demand they want to
come to St. Kitts
although they know that
they have to tender,” he
said.

Grant urged all to ensure
that the second cruise
pier is delivered in a
timely fashion so that the
next cruise season they
can be in a position to
deliver an even better
experience to visitors.

He was questioned as to

how much money was
expected to be pumped
into the economy during
this busy day and was
unsure but gave a formu-
la as to how to get an
idea.

“We are the number three
destination when it
comes to spend. Right
now our spending is
$111.08USD per person.
So you can do the maths
to tell you how much
money will be pumped
into the economy
just today,” he said.

Grant said St. Kitts is
number three in spending
out of 35 jurisdictions
under the Florida
Caribbean Cruise
Association (FCCA) and
added the reasons why
spending is high in St.
Kitts is due to the tours.

“We have tours that are
very unique, that cannot
be duplicated and cannot
be replicated in the
Caribbean. We have the
scenic railway and
Brimstone Hill. We have
two strong tours that con-

tinue to drive persons to
St. Kitts and we must
make sure we keep them
in pristine condition to
ensure people keep com-
ing to St. Kitts,” he
declared.

He gave his opinion on
how St. Kitts can move
from number three in
spending to number one.

“To move from number
three to number one
ensures that all of us are
a part, because it is all
about the quality of ser-

vice. If a vendor on the
road doesn’t deliver the
quality of service that is
expected we will never
get from three to one. To
move to number one
involves an individual
and collective approach
to the industry,” he said.

Grant said tourism is the
backbone of the econo-
my and should be nur-
tured to ensure every vis-
itor gets the experience
he or she desires.

“We have to take it as a

work in progress,” he
said. “We don’t want to
take in too many at one
time if our resources can-
not meet the needs of
those who come.

“Today is a real good
test. At the end of the
day we will do our post
mortem to see if we had
significant challenges or
any challenges and see
what we can do to
address those challenges
and see if those chal-
lenges can be
addressed.”

Protection Act,” Williams said.

Later in the year Bass through her attor-
neys approached the court of appeal in
considering whether Public
Authorities Protection Act (PAPA)
applies to judicial review proceedings.

According to the court document “cer-
tain factors should be taken into
account; these factors include context,
history, previous authority and the salu-

tary caution that the right of access to
the courts for the purposes of judicial
review can only be abrogated by clarity
of intent and of language.

“Accordingly, when examined contex-
tually and practically, it is apparent
that judicial review proceedings are
not caught within the ambit of PAPA
and were not intended to be so caught
absent clear language to this effect”

The court decided that “While PAPA
does relate to proceedings which
involve acts carried out by public
authorities the question in this appeal
was whether it would also apply in
instances where the aggrieved party
seeks judicial review of particular deci-
sion taken or act carried out by the rel-
evant public authority or government
body.”

Justice of appeal Gertel Thom and

Justice of appeal Humphrey Stollmeyer
concluded “that judicial review pro-
ceedings are not caught by the provi-
sions of PAPA and the appeal was
accordingly allowed. The application
for leave to apply for judicial review
was remitted to the court below for
consideration on its merits.”

Both parties await the Court of
Appeal’s decision.

Among the offences list-
ed in the Act is abuse of
office, which happens in
a number of circum-
stances, for example: (i)
if a public official seeks
or accepts personal or
private benefit for him-
self or herself or for a
member of his or her
family or a person asso-
ciated with him or her,
whether or not the bene-
fit places him or her
under an obligation to the
person giving or receiv-
ing the benefit; or (ii)
uses public funds or
resources for private pur-
poses, including party
political purposes.

Abuse of office can
cause a public official to
cough up as much as
$30,000.00 in fines, and
serve up to five years in
prison.

The Act also states that
“a conflict of interest
arises from a situation in
which a public official
has a private interest
which is such as to influ-
ence, or appear to influ-
ence, the objective per-
formance of his or her
official duties.”

And “a public official
private interest includes
any advantage to himself
or herself, to his or her
family, close relatives,
friends, and persons or
organizations with whom
he or she has had busi-
ness or personal rela-
tions”.

The Act applies to
Members of Cabinet,
Members of Parliament,
including the Speaker,
Heads of Diplomatic
Missions, Heads of
Police, Defence Force
and Prisons, Parliamen-
tary Secretaries, perma-

nent Secretaries,
Assistant Secretaries,
Solicitor General and
certain higher level legal
officers in the public sec-
tor, Board Members of
Statutory Bodies, De-
partment Heads,
Directors and Managers
of State-owned or con-
trolled Banks or other
financial institutions,
Director of Audit,
Political Party Heads,
and Declared Candidates
for Political Office.

And, of course, the Act
provides for an Integrity
Commission comprised
of people who are strong
on integrity, diligence,
competence, judgment
and impartiality.

That, in a nutshell, is the
Act. But it isn’t in force.

Think back over the
years and imagine if it
had been in force. There

might’ve been some very
interesting bacchanal
going on in this country.
But I suppose some peo-
ple don’t like bacchanal.
At least, not that kind of
bacchanal!

Now the higher up you
reach as a public official,
especially a publicly
elected official, the high-
er is the standard that
will be expected of you.
That’s what leadership is
all about.

You are entrusted with an
extraordinary amount of
power. And Integrity
legislation, properly
administered, is one of
the mechanisms to curb
you from acting exces-
sively and contrary to the
public interest. So the
constraints on you are far
greater than those
imposed by law and
ethics on ordinary citi-
zens. If you have the

power, fairness and
democracy says that you
have to pay a price.

Of course, many politi-
cians don’t like to hear
this. And they do their
thing, as long as they’re
allowed by the people to.

Prior to February 15th,
2015, we had an
Administration made up
of, and supported by,
capable people. But that
Administration failed the
trust that had been
bestowed upon them by
the people of this coun-
try. There’s manifold
evidence that they were
unworthy guardians of
the national cheese.

Since February 16, 2015,
we’ve had a new
Administration also
made up of, and support-
ed by, some very capable
people.

Like their predecessors,

they campaigned pas-
sionately and ardently
for, and gave the highest
priority to, Integrity in
Public Life legislation,
even drafting a Bill for
debate in the Parliament
while they were in
Opposition.

But today we still don’t
have the law. And we’re
hearing and seeing trou-
bling things. Are these
things troubling them as
much as they’re trou-
bling so many of us? Or
do they think that all is
okay?

Like the Police High
Command, they’re on
probation too. And they
need to prove themselves
worthy of our trust, if we
are keep them in charge
of our nation’s cheese.
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Anne Bass Appeal ‘ok-ed’ to go Back to Courtfrom page 9

Record breaking 16,000 cruise passengers visit St. Kittsfrom page 9

down to safety and mak-
ing sure you meet the
standard and that your
vehicle fully suited to
carry people and give
visitors an exceptional
experience.”

He explained that it is a
real easy procedure and
is done in every sector of

life.

The tourism official indi-
cated that only a handful
of operators had not yet
comply with the regula-
tions for 2016.

“Nobody is against this
renewal, they under-
stands the importance.

No one is against it I am
sure of it.”

Taxi Operators working
at Port Zante and at the
Deep Water Port faced
the enforcement but
other Taxi stands did not
face the same scrutiny
but N’gala believes their
efforts on Wednesday

will trickle down.

“For the Marriot and for
the Circus, they are pre-
scribed areas and have to
operate under the Pre
Scribed areas act’ and
you have to have the
right decals. It is very
hard to enforce in those
areas because we don’t

have the man power.
Most taxi operators do
operate on Port Zante
and if we stop them here
most likely all of them
will, because majority of
all of them comes down
to anyway.”

He added that all of the
operators were aware of

the regulation and
explained how they
informed.

“Meetings were held
with the taxi association
presidents…letters were
sent it was on the radio.
Nobody could say they
were not informed.”

Taxi Operators turned away for not Displaying Proper Decalfrom page 8

From page 13
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Vacancy Mixologist needed. Must be flexible
and able to work during cruise ship days.
Experience is needed. Please call 762-1990.

CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS
REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT

Wanted one Hydroponic Farm
Supervisor with minimum 3 years
experience. Contact 662-4989

Cool Running & More is seeking 1
Phone Repair Technician with 2-5 years
experience. Please contact 669-8937

M’s C Barber Shop is seeking 2 Barbers
and 1 Nail Technician with 4 years

experience. Please contact 469- 5025

Livi’s Construction Wanted
Carpenter with 5 years

experience. Call 665-6177

Alexander Huggins Barber
ShopWanted 1 Barber, 4 years
experience. Contact 760-7353

BOOK YOUR
SPACE NOW AND
ADVERTISING
YOUR BUSINESS
CARDS IN THE
OBSERVER
CLASSIFIEDS
CALL 469-5907

Wanted two Carpenters
at Sank Construction

Please contact 668-4991

Arismendi Rivera Enterprise is seeking 1 General
Construction worker with a minimum of 5 years

experience. Please contact 668-8011
LIQUOR LICENCES
ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘C’
To the Superintendent of Police

I, Mikey Nisbett
Now residing in the town or village
of Jessups do hereby give you
notice
That it is my intention to apply on
11th Day of January 2017 next to
the District Magistrate
At Charlestown for a Liquor
Licence in respect of my Premises
in Jessups.
Dated this 11th day of January
2017.

Signed: Mikey Nisbett

LIQUOR LICENCES
ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘C’
To the Superintendent of Police

I, Llewellyn Caines
Now residing in Caribbean Road in
the town or village of Jessups do here-
by give you notice
That it is my intention to apply on
10th Day of January 2017 next to the
District Magistrate
At Charlestown for a Retail Liquor
Licence in respect of my Premises in
Sunshine’s Healthy Food Snackette
Street in Rams Food Court.
Dated this 10th day of January, 2017.

Signed: Llewellyn Caines

LIQUOR LICENCES
ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘C’
To the Superintendent of Police

I, Donette Huggins
Now residing in Rawlings Village of
Gingerland do hereby give you
notice
That it is my intention to apply on
the 12th Day of January 2017 next
to the District Magistrate
At Charlestown for a Liquor
Licence in respect of my Premises
in Rawlings Street in Gingerland .
Dated this 11th day of January
2017.

Signed: Donnete Huggins

RSJ Enterprises is seeking one (1) male driver and
two(2) sales clerks. Please address correspondence

to RSJ Enterprises, P.O.Box 638, Charlestown.

Wanted one Cashier
at Alex Barber Shop

Please contact 765-7092
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