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By Loshaun Dixon

Basseterre, St. Kitts -
The St. Kitts and
Nevis passports of the
individuals involved in
the Ren Biao saga
have been deactivated.

Attorney General
Vincent Byron made
that confirmation last
week, indicating that
the individuals who
had their passports
deactivated were
among more than
15,000 whose pass-
ports did not contain
the place-of-birth
field.

In March, Prime
Minister of St. Kitts
and Nevis Dr. Timothy
Harris announced that
passports released by
the former government
that did not include
country of birth have
been deactivated by
his administration.

In making the
announcement, the
prime minister indicat-
ed that some 15,197
regular passports, 91
diplomatic and 39 offi-
cial passports that
were released without
the place-of-birth field
have been scrapped.

The issue of the
alleged fugitive domi-
nated the national dis-
cussion last week, with
some calling for a
swift resolution to the
matter while others
even calling for the
resignation of govern-

ment officials.

The story came to light
when a report from the
Carib Update’s News
Break and broadcaster
Oslyn Crosby stated
that the Beijing gov-
ernment had received
no corporation from
the government of St.
Kitts and Nevis con-
cerning the individual
who is a citizen by
investment and is
accused of swindling
more than US$100
millin from a Chinese-
state firm.
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By Loshaun Dixon

Basseterre, St. Kitts -
Former Prime
Minister of St. Kitts
and Nevis Dr. Denzil
Douglas has agreed
with Prime Minister
Timothy Harris that
due process is required
in relation to Ren
Biao, who is wanted
by Chinese authorities
and Interpol for
allegedly stealing up
to US$100 million in
China.

Biao, who is currently
a resident in St. Kitts
and Nevis, has domi-
nated the news cycle
in recent weeks with
Harris’ administration
stating that the indi-
viduals who are at the
centre of the matter
have to be afforded
due process that con-
form with the laws of
St. Kitts and Nevis and
that there is no basis
for extraditing St.
Kitts and Nevis citi-
zens in that way. 

“Our country is no
stranger to extradition
requests,’ Harris said.
“We well remember
the judicial processes
that attended the extra-
dition requests of
Charles ‘Little Nut’
Miller and Noel

‘Zambo’ Heath, to
name but two. Despite
the serious allegations
of criminality against
these two citizens of
St. Kitts and Nevis,
the Denzil Douglas-
led government of the
day afforded those
gentlemen due process
as guaranteed to them
under the laws of St.
Kitts and Nevis.”

Harris added that the
country cannot allow
the sovereign laws to
be trodden upon by
any nation attempting
to engage in taking
any citizen from St.
Kitts and Nevis. 

“Each and every citi-
zen of St. Kitts and
Nevis is entitled to the
full protection of the
laws of St. Kitts and
Nevis,” Harris said.
“They are entitled to
that protection not
some of the time or at
the whim of any gov-
ernment; they are enti-
tled to that protection
all of the time.”

In a radio broadcast on
the matter last week,
Douglas agreed that
due process must be
given to every citizen
of St. Kitts and Nevis.

“So that is what I’m

saying,” he said.
“Why, even though
China is this big coun-
try and we don’t have
diplomatic relation-
ship with China and
even though we are
small, that does not
mean that we will not
defend our people, so
there is due process.
[However,] the due
process must also
involve a certain step,
[an] engagement, and
the attorney general is
not a part of that due
process. It is the court
of our country that
must determine
whether he goes or
not.”

Douglas added that at
the time Biao received
citizenship, there were
no red flags to suggest
that the individual had
done anything wrong.

“Nothing at all came
up to indicate that the
economic citizen had
done anything wrong
at the time when he
was making the appli-
cation for citizenship
for St. Kitts and Nevis
and [he] was subse-
quently allowed to
have the citizenship,”
Douglas said.

He also stated he was
unaware of any con-
tact by Interpol, which
does not usually make
contacts with govern-
ments. Though
Interpol had contacted
the Labour govern-
ment back in 2014,

“Dr. Harris is very
misleading again on
this matter to the gen-
eral public. Interpol
does not inform gov-
ernments; Interpol is
an international police
organization that
speaks to police at the
national level,”
Douglas said.

Douglas added that
there had been no need
for the Office of the
Prime Minister to be
in dialogue with that
organisation. “In each
country at the national
level that is a member
of Interpol, there is a
designated senior
police officer who has
been trained and who

therefore interacts
with Interpol whenev-
er there is a case so to
do,” he said.

The now opposition
leader also noted that
China has been a mar-
ket for investment into
St. Kitts and Nevis
over the years and has
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Under the auspices of
their go-ahead Young
headmistress, Latoya
Jeffers, the CPS is to
develop a garden on
1.344 acres at the foot
of Wards and adjacent
to Cable TV dish-
es.  On campus, CPS
has a shade house and
a mini garden.  Both
are doing well.  This
project is altogether
different.  It is on a
good, fertile, level
piece of land, large
enough to produce
several tons of pro-
duce annually, if prop-
erly and professionally
run.

The purpose of the
garden is to:   

1. Provide organically
grown vegetables and
fruit for the CPS
Kitchen and the lunch
programme in such
quantities as shall
minimise or
eliminate  the need to
acquire same from
other sources;

2. To educate CPS
children in the propa-
gation of healthy crops
from germination to
harvest, including soil
cultivation, fertility,
hydration and  pest
and weed manage-
ment, and to encour-
age a lifelong interest
in it.

3. To use the garden, at
appropriate times as an
outdoor active class-
room.  

This is a public/private
project, involving the
Private Initiative (PI)
(Hastings Daniel and
James Gaskell and
their families), the
Administration, and
various section of
same, CPS, and the
Community.  Private
and Public must play
their part.  The Private
has made the `land
available, cleaned it,
fenced it, including
erecting anti monkey
electric wires, set up a
container (donated by
Rams), repaired and
re-roofed the contain-
er,  provided a knock

down shade house, a
drip feed irrigation
system and materials
for a concrete based
picnic/teaching shel-
ter, and a toilet build-
ing.  Erection of these
items is continuing.

The function of
Public, Ministers of
Education and
Agriculture, is to pro-
vide the two or three
persons necessary to
manage and work the
garden.  So that CPS
and their kitchen can
have their daily veg-
etable requirements
satisfied, it is essential
that the garden manag-
er report directly to the
CPS Headmistress.

To guarantee the suc-
cess of this project,
and it must succeed,
Public and Private
have to carry out their
respective responsibil-
ities.

Some months ago,
when preparation of
the garden was in an
early stage, we had a
meeting on site with
Alexis Jeffers and
Wakely Daniel, repre-
senting Agriculture
and Education.  We
know they are very
enthusiastic as they
both said so to the TV
camera.  Indeed
Minister Jeffers
expressed the hope
that this was just the
first garden and that
other schools would
be able to do the same.

Here is why a Minister
and indeed the entire
community should be
keen.

This is perhaps the
most important and far
reaching social, agri-
cultural and education
initiative of a practical
nature to be launched
in Nevis for many
years.  Long term, this
project should
increase production
and consumption of
fruit and vegetables on
Nevis, reduce food
imports, lower non-
communicable disease
rates, raise the number
of persons making a
career in agriculture,
as well those using
their yards for veg-
etable production, and
because growing pro-
duce provides a cre-
ative constructive out-
let for youthful energy
it may cut down the
numbers taking up
unsociable criminal
activities.  For nutri-
tion the mantra is: ‘If
they grow it, they will
eat it’.  Thus this
scheme should have a
broad scale positive
impact on diverse bud-
getary, health and
social matters that
have concerned our
Administration for a
long time.  Provision
of more organic veg-
etables for CPS means
better health, and bet-
ter concentration in
class.  A diet high in
organic fruit and veg-
etables is acknowl-
edged to be protective
and to reduce the
chance of becoming
diabetic.

In America an organi-
sation called ‘REAL
school gardens’
reports that three years
after starting school
gardens, between 12
and 15% more chil-
dren in these school
passed standardised
tests.  Also that about
twice as many teachers
report being satisfied
with their job after the
school cultivates its
garden. ‘We expected
that children would be
more engaged (with
their lessons) but as a
result it was re-ener-
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Charlestown Primary
School Garden

For our nation’s children, May is a month of reckoning.  At home,
SBA’s and IA’s would have already been submitted, and CSeC
(Caribbean Secondary Certificates) and CAPE (Caribbean
Advanced Proficiency Examination) and many other exams will be
in full swing.

For those studying abroad, May will be the time when parents find
out whether the investment was fully worth it; and students will
fully realize that failure is not an option. Many, especially those
studying in the US will celebrate their graduation, and we offer
congratulations to everyone on their achievements.

Yet for others, it starts the cycle of matriculation into the careers
of their choice.  Good luck to this cohort.

In Bahamas, the Perry Christie government faced an examination.
It failed. Miserably. It went from a majority of 28 to 10 to a minori-
ty of 4 to 35.  The sitting prime  minister failed to return his seat
(that also happened to Simmonds in St Kitts-Nevis in 1995).

There are lessons here for both students and politicians.

Continuous learning is critical, and so is continuous assessment.
Students have opportunities to satisfy requirements and target
their final grades through classroom activities and preparatory
tests.  Those who do best are those who continuously apply them-
selves and honour deadlines.  Politicians similarly should do con-
tinuous assessment and learn from any missteps that may have
occurred. In Bahamas, the lessons of three failed referenda were
not learnt.

Do homework whether assigned or not.  Homework allows you to
assess whether you have fully absorbed and internalized the
lessons of the day. Sometimes, it is a simple revision. Other times
it is an expansion of the day’s lesson to provide a more rounded
and deeper understanding. Whatever it is, it allows an under-
standing of strengths and areas which require attention. It is these
small steps that eventually determine success or failure. For stu-
dents and for politicians. 

Keep in mind at all times that eventually losers can win. To fail
once or twice doesn’t mean that you will always lose. This is a
modern twist on the old adage, to students that if at first you don’t
succeed, try, try, try again. Hubert Minnis lost several times in the
Bahamas before he became Prime Minister.

Similarly, winners can eventually lose.  They do so when winning
is taken for granted, and when they become supercilious. History
is replete with persons like that! 

Congratulations to all winners!  Stay humble and learn!

Editorial 
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(All images courtesy
of Louis Richardson)

Being a pilot myself, I
consider it one of my
greatest privileges to
have had the opportu-
nity to meet two leg-
endary pioneers,
Remy de Haenen and
Jose Dormoy (both of
whom, sadly, are no
longer with us) when I
first arrived in the
Caribbean in the late
1970’s. 

Both men, each in his
own way, were not
only instrumental in
helping to establish
those vital air links
between the islands
which many of
us today take for
granted,  but also
served as an inspira-
tion to countless oth-
ers, including myself,
who were to follow.
And they did so
despite knowing full
well the ever present

risks which they faced
on a daily basis.
With today’s amazing
advancements in mod-
ern aviation related
technology-especially
when it comes to qual-
ity control, mainte-
nance, pilot training,
and strict regulatory
oversight from gov-
ernmental agencies
which simply didn’t
exist in those early
years-few of us in the
Caribbean would even
think twice about
boarding that flight to
St Maarten, Barbados,
or San Juan. Or to any-
where else in the
world, for that matter. 

But air travel wasn’t
always as reassuring
as it is today.

REMY DeHAENEN,
THE MAN  WHO
STARTED IT ALL

Remy de Haenen was

born in London of
Dutch parents, both of

whom lived in north-
western France.  After

completing his prima-
ry schooling in
Brittany, he took a job
in 1937 as crew mem-
ber aboard the French
luxury liner Lafayette,
which is how he first
arrived in the West
Indies. 

In 1939, as the dark
clouds of World War II
were casting their
shadows over Europe,
he decided to settle on
the French island of St
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Aviation Pioneers of the Northeastern Caribbean

Remy de Haenen (left) and Jose Dormoy

TRAVEL: By Eric Mackenzie Lamb
*With special thanks to Mr Gerard Casius, Mr Louis Richardson, Mr Bruno Magras, and to many others for their willingness

to share their invaluable knowledge and painstaking research, without which this story could not have been written.

Kingfisher aircraft at Juliana airport, ca 1947.

Continued on page 14



Basseterre, St. Kitts,
(SKNIS) — Peter
Wickham, well-known
Barbadian political
consultant and director
of Caribbean
D e v e l o p m e n t
Research Services
(CADRES), has
praised the Dr. Harris-
led Team Unity
administration for its
handling of allegations
that two Chinese
nationals, who became
economic citizens of
St. Kitts and Nevis in
2013 under the Dr.
Denzil Douglas
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,
defrauded state institu-
tions in the People’s
Republic of China of
US $100 million and
are wanted by law
enforcement authori-
ties in that Asian coun-

try.

In an interview with
www.sknnewsline.co
m, Wickham said that
the government has so
far handled the issue
quite well since it was
brought to its attention
and that the protest
actions of the Dr.
Douglas-led St. Kitts
and Nevis Labour
Party will not improve
the Opposition’s rat-
ings. 

“The more informa-
tion comes out, the
more it leads me to
think that it is one of
those issues that the
Labour Party cannot
really gain a lot of
traction on and I don’t
know they could have
really gained traction

on it,” Wickham said.

“When the prime min-
ister makes the point
that the passport was
one that was issued
without a place of
birth (field) associated
with it, which is one of
the key elements [that]
was problematic in the
past, it then throws up
another red flag that
the Labour Party
would need to respond
to,” Wickham added. 

According to the polit-
ical consultant and
popular pollster, he
would give the gov-
ernment full marks for
how it has handled the
matter.

“I would give them
full marks in reacting

the way that they
could,” Wickham said.
“I don’t support this
idea that an individual
can just be handed
over. (There have
been) cases in the past
where notorious drug
lords have been sought
and extradition pro-
ceedings have been
implemented and I
think that is the inter-
national standard St.
Kitts and Nevis would
want to be judged by.”

Wickham noted that
the explanations given
by Prime Minister
Harris have fully ven-
tilated the issue at
hand. 

“You can’t just give
someone over to the
authorities, not once
the person carries citi-
zenship,”Wickham
explained. “I think if
they did that you
would be making a
whole mockery of the
whole concept of eco-
n o m i c
citizenship…against
this background Dr.
Harris has done the
best that he can in
terms of explaining
how he has gone about
the situation in the first
place and explaining
to the public the way
these things work.” 

Harris disclosed dur-

ing an address to the
nation on May 9 that
the St. Kitts-Nevis
government is actively
investigating the mat-
ter surrounding two
economic citizens who
are alleged to have
defrauded state institu-
tions in the People’s
Republic of China of
US$100 million.

“In my capacity as the
prime minister of this
country, I wish to
make it clear that I
reject in the strongest
terms the allegation
that my government is
harbouring any fugi-
tives in our country,”
Harris  stated in his
address. “I categori-
cally deny as well the
assertion that my gov-
ernment is somehow
failing to cooperate
with a request with
any country as man-
dated by law. I state
further that no evi-
dence has been pro-
vided to law enforce-
ment or otherwise that
any public official has
been offered or has
received any money
for protection in this
matter. These asser-
tions are a malicious
fabrication calculated
to tarnish the hard-
won reputation of our
beloved country.”

In the post-cabinet

briefing of May 8, it
was reported that the
cabinet discussed sev-
eral matters, including
the hypocrisy of the
former Denzil
Douglas regime over
the matter of the
Chinese citizens. It
further noted that it
was the Douglas
regime that provided
citizenship to the
Chinese under ques-
tion since September
2013; provided them
with passports without
the country of origin
field, thereby conceal-
ing their country of
birth; and that Interpol
advised the Douglas
regime that these peo-
ple are of questionable
character. It further
added that Interpol
also advised the
Douglas administra-
tion of the date, time
and airline on which
the suspects were to
arrive into St. Kitts
and Nevis, yet
Douglas allegedly did
nothing to either pre-
vent their arrival or to
take them into cus-
tody.

The briefing decided
that the Douglas party
was attempting to fool
the country into
believing that this
problem originated
with Team Unity.
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Wickham Gives Team
Unity Administration Full Marks For
Handling Of Chinese Economic

Citizenship Issue

Peter Wickham
of Caribbean
Development
Research Services
(CADRES)



By Monique Washington

Last week’s heavy rain
fall caused the col-
lapse and temporary
closure of a bridge that
leads to Bath Village,
said Director of Public
Works Raoul
Pemberton, though the
department has been
aware of “ongoing
issues” with the
bridge.

Drivers must use an
alternate route of the
Bath Ghaut bridge,
which is in close prox-
imity to the Bath
Village New
Testament charge. The
road is currently
closed to incoming
and outgoing traffic.

Pemberton explained
that excessive erosion
to the foundation of
the bridge caused the

collapse.

“The collapse was due
to excessive erosion of
the footing, or the
foundation area, of the
bridge support, mainly
the center support,” he
said. “Upon review of
our inspection of the
area, we noted that the
heavy rains on
Thursday exacerbated
some of the ongoing
issues we would have
had here and they
caused the total ero-
sion of the support,
which is the soil and
aggregate under the
concrete.”

Pemberton, however,
did not elaborate on
the exact cause of the
ongoing issues, but
said that “due to [the
damage], the middle
section was somewhat
suspended and traffic

during a period of just
a day caused the col-
lapse of the middle
section.” He also
noted the south side
experienced total ero-
sion of half of the sup-
port.

The Honorable Troy
Liburd, junior minister
of Public Works, visit-
ed the Bath Village
site Monday after he
received reports the
area was secured and
safe to enter. He
reported surveys have
begun for repairs to
the collapsed bridge.

“We working on reme-
dy in the shortest
space of time,” he
said.

The timeline for
repairs has not been
determined.
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Director of PWD: Excessive
erosion caused Bath
Bridge collapse
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By Loshaun Dixon

Basseterre, St. Kitts –
Public concerns con-
tinue to grow for
Leanna Napoleon, a
teenager who has been
missing for more than
a week. Multiple
search operations have
proven to be unsuc-
cessful.

Napoleon was last
reported seen at
Buckley’s Site and
Fort Street on May 8
following writing
exams earlier that day.

The 17-year-old
Basseterre High
School student is
described as being 5
feet, 5 inches tall and
is of medium build.
She has long black
hair.

Police, as well as
members of the gener-
al public, have con-
ducted searches in the
surrounding areas
where the teen was last
seen. Missing person
fliers have been dis-
tributed and displayed
all over the island. A

$25,000 reward has
been offered for infor-
mation about
Napoleon’s where-
abouts.

Terrance James, assis-
tant commissioner of
police responsible for
operations, led the
search, saying two
searches had been
conducted in the
Buckley’s area and
other extensive
searches are planned.

“We have followed
every lead, and will

continue to do so until
Leanna is reported
safe,” James said. He
appealed for the public
to share any informa-
tion they may have,
explaining the police
solicit the assistance
of the public in this
and all investigations.
Anyone with informa-
tion is  encouraged to
pass the information to
the police by calling
any police station,
calling Crime
Stoppers at 1-800-
8477(TIPS) or by

using the SKN Crime
Reporter App avail-
able on smartphones.

Social media cam-
paigns by concerned
individuals have
sprung up in an effort
to create awareness of
the girl’s disappear-
ance. However, some
say those efforts have
been met with individ-
uals using the plat-
forms to spread
rumours and create
unnecessary panic in
the public.

One such rumour stat-
ed Napolean had been
raped, then killed and
that her body had been
found, something
police officials deny.

Moravian pastor
Erwin Warner cau-
tioned against the use
of social media to gos-
sip and starting
rumours on the inci-
dent. “Be careful of
the things we say,” he
said during a candle
light vigil. “Be careful
of the things we do
because we cannot be
trying to make right by
doing wrong.”

He then called on
members of the public
to not do anything that
may adversely affect
the investigation.

“Some of us are for-
warding voice notes
and some of us are
sending messages left,
right and centre,”he
said. “I want to
encourage us to stop,
get on our knees and
pray because the truth

is it is only God who
can bring us out of
this.”

Speaking on his week-
ly radio programme,
former St. Kitts and
Nevis Prime Minister
Dr. Denzil Douglas
also made a strong
appeal for the recov-
ery of the teen.

“I want to use this pro-
gramme to make a
very strong appeal to
Leanna Napoleon,” he
said. “If you are listen-
ing to my voice,
please, for God’s sake,
go home. Your family
members are deeply
troubled and the citi-
zens of St. Kitts and
Nevis are deeply con-
cerned about your
safety and welfare.”

Douglas also called
upon those who may
know of her where-
abouts or her condi-
tion to inform her fam-
ily so that there may
be closure in the mat-
ter.

“I want to say further,
to all of us, and
especifically maybe to
those who are holding
her or know of her
whereabouts; for
God’s sake, please
release Leanna
Napoleon,” he said.
“And, if she is no
longer of this world,
could you please bring
some information to
the family, the police,
to our fellow citizens
so that there can be
some closure on this
particular matter.”

Concerns grow as teen missing
for more than a week

Leanna Napoleon, missing for more than a week
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By Monique Washington

Four months after approaching the
privy council in London for an
appeal, Warrington Phillip’s con-
viction of the 2007 murder of his
estranged wife, Shermel Williams-
Phillip, stands.

Phillip, who was sentenced to life
in Her Majesty’s Prison for the
murder, made two appeals to the
Eastern Caribbean Supreme Appeal
Court, both of which have been dis-
missed. His application to the Privy
Council was his last resort to void
his conviction. Both Valston
Graham, director of public prosecu-
tions for St. Kitts and Nevis, and
Prosecutor Dane Hamilton QC
journeyed to London to represent
the Crown.

Lady Hale, Lord Reed, Lord
Carnwath, Lord Hughes and Lord
Hodge heard the appeal in London
in January and the judgment was
handed down May 16.

According to the official judgment,
“The appellant was convicted in
November 2008 of the murder of
his estranged wife, Shermel. She

had been killed on Friday 16
February 2007. His appeal to the
Eastern Caribbean Court of Appeal
against his conviction was dis-
missed on 15 March 2012. The pre-
sent further appeal to the Board was
lodged on 9 October 2015, and
leave to appeal was granted in
March 2016 on three grounds.
Before the Board, application has
been made to argue further
grounds, and to adduce fresh evi-
dence in support of one of them.”

Part of the “fresh evidence” submit-
ted was the claim that the investi-
gating officer might have touched
Phillip with contaminated hands
from the crime scene: “Some eight
or nine months after leave to appeal
to the Board had been sought and
obtained, the appellant tendered for
the first-time fresh evidence which
he applied to the Board to admit. It
consisted of statements from the
appellant himself and from his two
sisters, Ilena and Bonnilyn, togeth-
er with a report from a well-known
English expert in forensic science
including DNA analysis. 21. If
credible, the evidence of the appel-
lant’s sisters would be of dramatic
effect. The appellant had been told
of his wife’s death during the
evening by two workmates. He had
collapsed and been taken to hospi-
tal. The police found him in the
emergency ward and arrested him
there. Having been taken to the
police station, his hands were
swabbed, which examination
revealed DNA matching the
deceased; a random match was
extremely unlikely. Now, it is
asserted by his two sisters that they
were both in the hospital with the

appellant when the officer in the
case, Corporal Caines, arrived to
see him. They assert that they both
saw that Caines, who had come
from recovering the deceased from
her car, was noticeably contaminat-
ed with blood. More, they assert
that Ilena protested strongly to
Caines that he could not deal with
the appellant in that condition,
because she was concerned about
contamination. Clearly, if credible,
these assertions would be highly
relevant to the possibility of acci-
dental transfer to the appellant of
the DNA of the deceased.”

On examining such new evidence,
the board “refused to admit this evi-
dence. It was quite satisfied that it
was not credible” and concluded
“for all the foregoing reasons, the
Board will humbly advise Her
Majesty that this appeal should be
dismissed.”

The Observer contacted Ordett
Williams, the mother of
Shermel Williams-Phillip, on May
16. She said that she was beyond
happy with the verdict.

Privy council refuses Phillip new evidence
Appeal dismissed, life in prison continues

Continued on page 19

Warrington Phillip (File Photo)



By Monique Washington 

Devonne Cornelius of
the Gingerland
Secondary School has
been named the new
junior tourism minis-
ter in Nevis and will
represent Nevis in
Grenada for the
Regional Tourism
Youth Congress in
October.

The Junior Minister
Tourism Youth
Congress competition
took place on
Thursday at the Nevis
Performing Arts
Center (NEPAC). The
competition mirrored
a roundtable discus-
sion of Caribbean
ministers and commis-
sioners of tourism that
discuss Caribbean
tourism-related mat-
ters. 

This year, the
Regional Tourism
Youth Congress will
be held in Grenada.
The winners of the
Nevis competition

have participated in
the regional competi-
tion since 2007. Nevis
won the regional com-
petition for two con-
secutive years: Neila
Jones won in 2013 in
Martinique and Rol-j
Williams won in 2014
in St Thomas.
Between 15 to 20
islands participate in
the Regional Tourism
Youth Conference.

The two public high
schools and one pri-
vate high school were
represented by two
participants. Odama
Prince and Ricardo
Caines represented
Nevis International
School, Breandra
Liburd and Dahlia
Slack represented
C h a r l e s t o w n
Secondary School and
Devonne Cornelius
and Thalia Dore repre-
sented  the Ginerland
Secondary School.

The two-segment
competition had all
presenters offer three

minutes on one of
three topics. In the
second segment, the

presenters were asked
to pick one of three
mystery topics out of a
box.

At the end of the com-
petition, Devonne
Cornelius was named
tourism youth minis-
ter, with a score of

530; Dahlia Slack was
named first runner-up,
with 523; and second
runner-up was
Breandra Liburd, with
491.

The Observer spoke
with Dorson Ottley,
the event coordinator

and senior tourism
education officer, who
said the competition
was at a very high
level and was very
well done. He noted
that some improve-
ments, however is
needed. 

“Compared to last
year, I would say the
mystery topics were
very well done,” he
said. “They weren’t
abrupt. They were
well-thought out. Even
though I thought they
could have done more
research [and] read
widely. We see that in
the past that our young
people are not reading
as widely or as thor-
oughly as they should;
they are more focused
on social media, but
they need to read
about world topics. We
don’t just want them to
do the competition for
competition’s sake.
We want to expose
them to relate to the
topic or to relate to
tourism related mat-
ters.”

The platinum sponsor
for the event was the
Bank of Nevis Ltd.,
which has sponsored
for the past five years.
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CAREER OPPORTUNITY  AUDIT MANAGER 

 
We are currently seeking to recruit an Audit Manageror Senior Manager for our fast-paced, 
dynamic and collaborative St. Kitts Practice.The successful candidate 
management team and report directly to the Partner. This position offers the opportunity for 
personal growth and advancement within the firm. 
 
The Role 

 

 Manages the execution of audit engagementswith tight reporting timelines while 
ensuring adherence to audit quality. 

 Identifies and analyses clients  needs and proactively proposes solutions. 

 Ability to analysis and address risk management issues. 

 Researches technical accounting issues as well as understand and utili s Audit 
Methodology. 

 Coaches and mentors staff by including them in opportunities for growth and 
development. 

 Prepares and delivers in-house training to audit staff. 

 Works alongside the Partners to expand the client base by identifying business 
development opportunities. 

The Candidate 

 

 A professional accounting designation.(ACCA, CPA, CA) 

  in Accounting or related field. 

 experience in a similar role with a sound knowledge of IFRS and ISA. 

 Experience in managing a diverse portfolio of clients. 

 Ability to lead, manage and motivate a team. 

 Experience providing in-house technical and audit methodology training  
 
All suitably qualified persons interested in this exciting opportunity, should send their 
Curriculum Vitae with full details of their experience, achievements and qualifications together 
with two business references to gtinfo@kn.gt.com, no later than June02, 2017. 
 
We thank all applicants for their interest; however we wish to advise that only those candidates 
selected for interview will be acknowledged. 

 
About us 

firms. These firms help dynamic organisations unlock their potential for growth by providing meaningful, forward 
looking advice. Proactive teams led by approachable partners in these firms, use insights, experience and instinct to 
understand complex issues for privately owned, publicly listed and public sector clients and help them to find 
solutions. More than 40,000 Grant Thornton people, across over 130 countries, are focused on making a difference to 
clients, colleagues and the communities in which we live and work.  

Devonne Cornelius named Tourism Youth Minister

Devonne Cornelius of the Gingerland Secondary School named the new
Junior Tourism Minister in Nevis

Maintenance Manager

Montpelier Plantation and Beach is looking for a skilled
Maintenance Manager.

Reporting directly to the Owner & Assistant Manager
will need to have at least 10 years working and man-
aging experience in maintenance.  This diverse posi-
tion will require the following skill set:

- very strong mechanical knowledge
- good management and inventory control 
- plumbing and electrical skills 
- set up operating maintenance systems and train 
staff to work within these systems 
- assure all guests needs are being taken care of 
- staff training to assure highest guest standards are 
being achieved  
- operating budgets 
- HVAC training - AC Unit maintenance

The applicants with a proven skill set can forward their
resume with references to
Jackie@montpeliernevis.com



By Loshaun Dixon

Basseterre, St. Kitts -
Two young men from St.
Paul’s are nursing bullet
wounds following two
shooting incidents in that
community Wednesday e
vening.

The first incident saw a
juvenile who was sitting
on his veranda in the
Rawlins Housing when
he was attacked at about
10 p.m. by an unknown
assailant who fired a sin-
gle shot before running
from the scene.

Information reaching this
publication states that the
bullet grazed the head of
the juvenile, who was
then rushed to the JNF
France Hospital for treat-
ment.

While officers of the
Violent Crimes Unit were
still on the scene investi-
gating the juvenile’s inci-
dent, they received word
of another shooting inci-
dent in St. Paul’s as well.
That victim was taken to
the Pogson Hospital in
Sandy Point.

Raheem Freeman was
walking in the vicinity of
a shop in St. Paul’s when
he was attacked by two
masked men who opened
fire, inflicting injury to
Freeman’s shoulder and

the right side of his body.

Investigations into both
matters are ongoing.

Firearm Charge

Police have announced
that six individuals from
upper Cayon have been
charged from a firearm
bust in that community
last Friday.

Andre Jules, Elvis Otto,
Dijon Dore, Kevin
Edwards, Tarique Lopez
and Javin Henry, all of
Upper Cayon, had been
formally charged and cau-
tioned for the offences of
possession of a firearm
and possession of five
rounds of .45mm ammu-
nition.

According to police offi-
cials, members of the
Special Service United
executed a search warrant
on a property in Cayon on
May 12 at around 10:45
p.m. The officials discov-
ered one Ruger P345 .45
pistol with a magazine
containing five rounds of
matching ammunition.

This seizure had taken to
19 the number of illegal
firearms removed in St.
Kitts and Nevis for the
year. However, since then,
police have discovered
and removed two more,
this time in Cedar Grove.

By Monique Washington

The April 2017 Eastern
Caribbean Supreme
Court Criminal assizes
for the Nevis Circuit is
preparing to close with
no convictions being
recorded.

The Eastern Caribbean
Supreme Court
Criminal opened April
4 with 10 matters set to
be heard: five cases tra-
versed from previous
assizes, two cases
retried from the
November 2016
assizes, and three cases

to be heard for the first
time. Thus far, three
cases have been heard,
two being traversed to
the next criminal
assizes, one currently
being heard and three
cases are up for men-
tion to Friday, May 19.

Shantez Mintos, whose
case was retired after a
hung jury in the
November assizes, was
the first to be heard on
April 5. He was
charged with unlawful
possession of firearm,
unlawful possession of
ammunition and illegal

importation of a
firearm. His case ended
for the second time
with a hung jury.  

The second case was
that of Roosevelt
Brown, who was
charged with two
counts of rape and kid-
napping. His attorneys,
Patrice Nisbett and
Robelto Hector, pre-
sented arguments
before the case ended
with the director of
public prosecution
withdrawing the

charges. 

The third case was that
of Aquino Percival,
who was charged with
robbery. He was repre-
sented by Dr. Henry
Brown and Mikela
Mills. His case began
on Monday and ended
Tuesday with the jury
returning a unanimous
decision of not guilty.

The fourth case is cur-
rently being heard at
the high court and is
that of Ibal Tyson and

Franchette Davis, who
were jointly charged
with house breaking
and larceny. Tyson is
represented by Patrice
Nisbett, while Davis is
represented by Robelto
Hector.

Cases mentioned today,
May 19, are those of
Reese Walters, who has
been charged with mur-
der; Alexander Diaz,
who was charged with
murder; and Keon
Moore, who has been
charged with attempted

murder.

Cases traversed to the
November Eastern
Caribbean Supreme
Court Criminal assizes
include that of. Delano
Browne, who was
charged with armed
robbery; Perry
Fredricks and Roxanne
Grant, who were both
charged with rape and
unlawful carnal knowl-
edge; and Carlisle
Clarke Jr., who was
charged with
manslaughter.
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the Nevis Circuit prepares to close with zero convictions

The St. Kitts-Nevis Observer. Friday May 19, 2017 Page 11

Juvenile among two
shot in St. Paul’s



By Monique Washington

St. Thomas Primary
School has been
named the 2017 11th

annual Dr. Lornette
Mills Charitable Fund
Spelling Bee Primary
School champions.

The May 12 competi-
tion, which is held in
collaboration with the
Department of
Education, occurred at
the Nevis Performing
Arts Center (NEPAC).

All eight primary
schools on Nevis par-
ticipated:

St James, represented
by Asane Browne,
Rihanna Howell and
standby Aaliyah Ellio 

Ivor Walters, repre-
sented by R’Rheyanah
Powell, Jae-ele
Swanston and standby
Joshua Smith 

Elizabeth Pemberton,
represented by Ayana
Meade, Tayshaia
Stanley and standby
Anjua Pemberton 

Joycelyn Liburd
Primary, represented
by Keniyo Challenger,
Shamar Ottley and
standby McKeali
Lewis 

Nevis Academy, repre-
sented by Kasvi Roa,
Khiara Gill and stand-
by Syl-Neisya Pogson 

Voilet O Jeffers
Nichoolls, represented
by Adian Nisbet ,
Tahleya Phillip and
standby Sasha Browne 

Charlestown, repre-
sented by Devendra
Shreegobin, Anihra
Wiles and standby
Rudelicia Budgeon 

St Thomas, represent-
ed by J’Hadone
Herbert , Kalliya Isaac

and standby Ambika
Sanichar. 

The competition saw

four rounds: easy,
intermediate, hard and
collaborative. After
four rounds, there was

a tie breaker that deter-
mined Charlestown
Primary captured third
position, Nevis

Academy captured
second position and
the St. Thomas
Primary won the com-
petition. St. Thomas
also won the competi-
tion in 2009.

The competition con-
tinued as the Best
Speller prize needed to
be awarded. The
judges determined
who the best spellers
were from each
school. The competi-
tion boiled down to
the three top students:
Jae-ele Swanston of
the of the Ivor Walters
Primary School,
Kashvi Roa of Nevis
Academy and
Devendra Shreegobin
of the Charlestown
Primary School.
Swanston out spelled
his competition and
won best speller, while
Roa and Shreegobin
tied for second.
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St. Thomas Primary School takes 11th Annual
Spelling Bee Competition

Winners St. Thomas Primary School



By Monique Washington 

The 11th annual Winfes is set to begin in
just about two weeks with a holiday week-
end jammed packed with activities.

Winfes, which was originally organized in
St. James, will be held in collaboration with
community development. The chairman of
the festival, Perlivan Wilkin, told the
Observer that preparation for the festival
was somewhat difficult at times due to
sponsorship and participation have been
slow during the past years. He also noted
this might be his last year chairing the event
and he looks for young people in the St.
James community to continue the festival. 

This year’s event will see the return of the
gospel concert and the calypso show.

The Official Winfes calendar includes a
gospel concerts at Brick Kiln Church of
God at 4 p.m. on Sunday, May 28, as part
of a pre-event. 

Thursday, June 1

Opening ceremony at the White Hall Hard
Court, 7-9 p.m.

“Karaoke & Dance” at Rumours Bar and
Grill, 9 p.m.-3 a.m. 

Friday, June 2

“Winfes Calypso Show” at White Hall
Court, 7-10 p.m., featuring 11 Calypsoians
scheduled to sing. 

“Dance” at Rumours, 10 p.m.-3 a.m. 

Saturday June 3

“Winfes Fashion Show” at Ocean Reef Bar
at Pizza Beach, 4-10 p.m

“Festival Dance” at Dicks Bar, 10p.m.-4
a.m.

Sunday June 4

“Drag Racing” at Nevis Race Way, 1-6
p.m.

“Cricket Madness” at VOJN Grounds, 1
p.m.-until

“Sound Clash”  at White Hall Hard Court,
9 p.m.-3 a.m.

Monday, June 5

“Winfes Jouvert” at White Hall, Herberts
Beach, 5 a.m.

“ Winfes Beach Family Affair” at Herberts
Beach, 1-8 p.m.

Other community festivals on Nevis are
September’s St.Thomas’s Festival and
December’s Gingerama.
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Winfes
promises
weekend of
activities
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By Loshaun Dixon

Basseterre, St. Kitts - The
International Monetary Fund (IMF)
has called for the sale of land under
the land-for-debt swap to be complet-
ed in a matter of urgency to limit
financial risk in St. Kitts and Nevis.

In a staff-concluding statement of the
2017 Article IV Mission to St. Kitts
and Nevis, the IMF indicated that a
clear action plan and timetable as it
relates to the land-for-debt swap with
concrete milestones are needed:

“Completing existing purchase pro-
posals and stepped up marketing to
generate sales, including through
real-estate agents and the SLSC web-
site, will help establish momentum
and remove the policy uncertainty. 

“The global financial institution indi-
cated that cooperation with
Citizenship by Investment Unit and
SKIPA is welcomed and should sup-
port these efforts. 

“We welcome the ongoing discus-
sions on the renewal of the dividend-
guarantee agreement with banks at
renegotiated terms.”

The statement added that further
delays in in the land-debt swap par-
layed with a sharp drop in CBI
inflows due to more acute competi-
tion and global security concerns are
risks that can affect the medium-term
outlook.

“Other negative risks include a
stronger U.S. dollar, a tighter finan-
cial environment, a more severe Zika

epidemic and a major natural disaster.
Loss of correspondent banking rela-
tionships (CBRs) could add to chal-
lenges. Softer global climate change
policy may exacerbate natural-disas-
ter risks. On the upside, stronger CBI
inflows (from ongoing program
reforms and tougher immigration
policies in the United States on other
countries) and weaker oil-prices
could support faster growth.”

The IMF also reported that despite a
challenging international environ-
ment the federation’s economy is
expected to grow again in 2017 for
the fifth consecutive year

“St. Kitts and Nevis’ strong macro-
economic performance owes much to
the robust Citizenship-by-Investment
(CBI) inflows and their spill-over to
the economy, as well as overall pru-
dent macroeconomic policies.”

They, however, indicated that the
economic performance in the federa-
tion weakened slightly in 2016 com-
pared to the recent years. 

“The economy grew at a modest 3.2
percent in 2016, compared to 4.9 per-
cent in 2015, while still exceeding the
average growth rate in the ECCU
region. The overall fiscal surplus, at
4.2 percent of GDP, deteriorated

compared to 2015, owing mainly to
lower CBI receipts.”

It was also revealed that the public
debt fell further and projected to
reach the 60 percent ECCU debt-to-
GDP target by 2018, ahead of ECCU
peers.

The statement also mentioned efforts
made to strengthen the CBI pro-
gramme in a difficult global environ-
ment. 

“They have strengthened the due-
diligence process with dedicated
resources and global collaboration, as
this is essential to reduce integrity
and security risks, preserve the pro-
gram’s credibility, and avoid a race-
to-the-bottom.”

The report also states that growth is
projected to be 2.7 percent for 2017
and is anticipated to average about 3
percent in the medium term. 

“The projected slowdown in con-
struction would be offset by public
investment on infrastructure and
higher tourism. The external current
account deficit should remain large
with CBI inflows tapering off.”

The IMF Mission visited St. Kitts
from April 14 to May 4.

IMF urges completion of sales in the land-debt swap



By Loshaun Dixon

Basseterre, St. Kitts -
The Royal St.
Christopher and Nevis
Police Force is adapt-
ing its strategies in
crime fighting in order
to cope with the ever-
evolving cleverness of
criminals and crimes
committed in the fed-
eration.

A s s i s t a n t
Commissioner of
Police Andre Mitchell
speaking recently on
the sophistication of
the crimes now being
committed stated that
there has been multi-
ple murders and rob-
beries being commit-
ted over the years with
a certain degree of
aggressiveness. 

“What we have been
seeing lately is the
method employed by
these criminals has
i n c r e a s i n g l y

changed,” he said.

He added that the
High Command of the
police force has put
measures in place to
address these prob-
lems.

“We have also encour-
aged persons in the
business community
to put measures in
place to protect them-
selves and their busi-
nesses and their stake-
holders.”

Mitchell indicated that
to fight against crime,
the measures and
methods employed to
criminals have to be
wholesome. “So, we
are encouraging per-
sons who are vulnera-
ble to these types of
crimes to put measures
in place to protect their
businesses,” he said.

Mitchell further
promised that there
will be an evolution

into the way the police
operate, including an
increased presence
and a change in the
methods of investiga-
tions.

“Because we recog-
nize that we are living
in a changing environ-
ment and the strategies
employed a number of
years ago might be
outdated, the [use of]
forensic and CCTV
are important mea-
sures we are putting in
place to address these
problems,” he said.

He  urged individuals
who see a crime being
committed to bring the
information forward.
“We want to encour-
age [people] to say
something,” he said,
stating that the depart-
ment is cognizant of
the fact that there is an
issue with witnesses
coming forward to
participate in the jus-
tice system.

“People who are wit-
nesses of these crimes
are somewhat encour-
aging persons to com-

mit these crimes by
not coming forward,”
Mitchell said. “We
also see [people] who
have been caught and
are on bail  employing
different measures to
prevent themselves
from being caught.”

He  delivered a stern
warning to individuals
who choose to follow
a life of crime: “We
will be aggressive, we
will not tire and we
will not relent in our
effort to catch these
criminals and bring

them before a court of
justice.”

The police also plan to
clamp down on tinted
vehicles that are above
the legal limit.
Commissioner of
Police Ian Queeley
stressed that the legal-
ly accepted limit for
the tints was 35 per-
cent and he promised
anyone over that limit
would be taken to
court. Violaters could
face a fine up to
$5000.
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Police to change methods to adapt to more
sophisticated criminals

NOTICE is hereby given that pursuant to Section 112(1) of the 
Companies Ordinance, 1999, a Special Meeting of the Shareholders 
of the Company, will be held at the Red Cross Building, Chapel 
Street, Charlestown, Nevis on Monday, June 12, 2017 at 9:00 a.m. 
for the following purposes:

SPECIAL BUSINESS
To pass a Special Resolution to amend the Company’s Articles 
of Continuance, pursuant to Section 213(1)(d) of the Companies 
Ordinance, 1999

BY ORDER OF THE BOARD

Donna Glasgow
Corporate Secretary

May 15, 2017

Notice of Special 
Shareholders’ Meeting

ACP Andre Mitchell 
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By Loshaun Dixon

Basseterre, St. Kitts -
Disgruntled taxi drivers
in St. Kitts and Nevis
took protest action
Tuesday in Basseterre,
voicing their displea-
sure at dispatching
arrangements at Port
Zante when ships are
present.

About two dozen taxi
operators circled
Basseterre, blowing
their horns and display-
ing placards mounted
on their vehicles as they
called for a fair share in
the dispatching system.

Taxi operator Sylvester
“Socrates” Hodge told
media that during the
past month or so the
tourism authority put in
place a transportation
committee comprising
the presidents of the taxi
associations and the taxi
corps to come up with
some new dispatching
arrangements. He
explained that the infor-
mation was not shared
with the taxi member-
ship.

“It was not the tourism
authority fault’s,” he
said, “but the associa-
tions’ presidents who

never shared the infor-
mation with us.”

Hodge added that in
early February the St.
Kitts Tourism Authority
told them of the new
arrangements.

“In my mind, it was a
done deal because we
didn’t have any input in
it when it was presented
to us,” he said. “It was
news [to us] and we
thought it was a done
deal.” The group decid-
ed to give the new
arrangement try, but
found it to be bias
toward the safaris.

“They are in an
advanced position in the
prescribed areas where
we normally dispatch
from, ahead of us,”
Hodge said. Prior to the
arrangement, he said,
there was a free-for-all
for safari operators
looking for their own
work.

“When we met,” he
said, “they explained
the reason that they put
them there is because
they have not been dis-
patched. I said that was
a lie because they were
never in the queue to be
dispatched to, so some-
body created a problem
that did not exist.”

Hodge claimed with the
safari operators at the
front of the queue, the
safari operators monop-
olised island tours, leav-
ing  taxi operators only
beach work.

“I protested with a letter
first,” Hodge said.
“Then we had a petition
[that] we put to them
and he said we will do a
compromise.”

Hodge explained that
the offered compromise
planned each safari
receive a maximum 16
passengers as opposed
to 30.

“They are allowed to
leave with 16 passen-
gers at $25 a head, so
that’s approximately
$400 every time they
move,” he said. “They
are 33 safari operators,
while we are [more
than] 300.”

He added when the
safaris leave with more
than $400, the taxi oper-
ators are limited in the
amount of work they
can get

“For example, in our
rotation of 300 taxi dri-
vers, it takes about three
weeks for you to get
your turn in the rota-
tion,” he said. “They go
every two days, so for
the safaris that went
yesterday, tomorrow
they will come and go
again while we are still
waiting.”

Hodge indicated that

they offered a solution
to the tourism authority:
“In as much as they
claimed they were not
being dispatched
to…we are saying for
every 10 of us, put them
in our line,” he said.
“One fair dispatching
system  was thought to
be a viable option, [but]
that was six weeks ago
and we are still wait-
ing.” 

He also disclosed that
they were promised the
current arrangement
would not continue into
the off season, but still,
the problem has not
been alleviated now that
the off season has
arrived.

“We called the CEO
and advised her that we
were taking protest
action and this morning
she said they are trying
to address it,” Hodge
said. 

He added that taxi dri-
vers have made an
investment into their
vehicles and are now
limited in the amount of
passengers they can
take.

“We are charged with
taking our tour around
the island, going to all
the destinations,” he
said. “These guys are
going from here down
to Caribelle Batik, and
most take you to the
Marina at the foot of
Brimestone Hill and
point up and turn
back.” 

The taxi operator
explained that every
time they carry tours to
Brimstone Hill, they are
charged $10 U.S. to
visit the fortress, which
creates a revenue stream
for the fortress. He fur-
ther stated that vendors
at Black Rocks have
been complaining, say-
ing they have not been
getting any business
because they have not
been getting any tours.

He also indicated that
they are being required
to charged $20 US per
person on the full island
tours, while the Safari
charge $25 person for a

shorter tour.

He made clear that they
had nothing against the
safari owners, but just
want a fair dispatching
system.

“As a matter of fact,
they are some safari
owners who are against
this arrangement,” he
said. He then called on
the tourism minister to
deal with the matter as
soon as possible.

“It is giving him a bad
rap and it could get
worse,” Hodge said.

Aston Davis, another
disgruntled taxi opera-
tor, said the issue started
a very long time ago
and he claimed that the
tourism officials are not
listening to them.

“The minister of
tourism and the execu-
tive body that is with
him are just walking
over taxi men,” he said.
“That is how I see it.”
He said that even when
big ships and multiple
ships are present, taxi
drivers leave without
getting a job. “Everyone
has [more than]
$100,000 invested in
their vehicle,” he said.
“And the other thing
that gets me mad ss that
they [the safaris] are
allowed to go with
capacity while [offi-
cials] limit us.” 

Another taxi operator
indicated he received
his vehicle through the
government’s fresh start
programme and fore-
sees problems, as he
had only made $12 in
the past two weeks.

In a statement following
the protest action, the
St. Kitts Tourism
Authority indicated that
in February, they and
the Ministry of Tourism,
in collaboration with
taxi and tour operators,
embarked on a new dis-
patching system to
improve operations on
Port Zante.

“This new system was
not intended to be per-
manent, but a work in
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Taxi Operators protest over ‘unfair share’

Continued on page 18



By Monique Washington 

One of the first projects expected to
be completed at the Four Seasons,
as part of a two-year upgrade, is the
extension of its pier.

The pier, which is currently under
100 feet out, will be approximately
200 feet in length when work is
completed. This was revealed by
the general manager of the resort,
Ed Gannon, and by Rob Sloop,
who will be working on the pier as
well as on a project to increase the
resort’s storm protection systems. 

“The new pier will allow us to have
our boats in a much safer place,”
Gannon said. “It will provide a
safer anchorage.”

He said plans are in place to have
the pier completed before the fes-
tive season opens, with a deadline
of Nov. 20. The pier, along with the
installation of a new waste water
treatment plant, of electrical
upgrades, of the addition of 200
security cameras, of a new genera-
tor and of enhanced wireless
Internet service throughout the
resort are all proposed to be com-
pleted this year.

“We also want to try to get the pier

done by August,” Gannon said.
“We would like to have it done
before festive. We are working
through that (the Environment
Impact Assessment) with the gov-
ernment. We have a lot of data and
information that have been collect-
ed over the years because this is not
our first-time to the rodeo with pier
work.  We are more expert to build-
ing piers in Nevis than anybody
else and we have a lot of historic
data. So we are trying to get an
understanding as to what exactly
the government needs for the pier
in particular for us to be able to

move that project forward. We hon-
estly believe that we have enough
information to be able to present a
fully planed package to them.” 

Slopp said the pier will be built on
steel piles that will driven into the
ocean with a pile driving ridge
“[that] will pick up the piles and
vibrate them down into the sand.”
He further noted that he does not
think that there will be much use of
a hammer, which will make the
project easier and faster.

When questioned by the Observer
about the effects the new extension
will have on motor vessels travel-
ing between the islands, the men
noted there will be minimal effects.

“We are going to have buoys [that]
will be lit [and have] lights for nav-
igation, so the pier should not affect
navigation whatsoever,” Gannon
said. “The pier will be sticking out
about 65 feet from where the break
water is. It is a navigational hazard
that the fishermen will have to
avoid, but we don’t have any large
vessels coming by the resort that
close. The water taxis that go out to
St. Kitts don’t come that close to
us, so it won’t affect them.”. 

He added that they are prepared to
speak to the fishermen in the com-
munity about the upcoming dredg-
ing and told fishermen in atten-
dance that they want to ensure all
fishermen know of the future plans.

LOCAL  NEWS
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Record Date for Issue of Notice of Special Shareholders’ Meeting

In accordance with the Companies Act, 1994, the Directors have 

fixed Monday May 29, 2017 as the Record Date for determining 

the shareholders of the Company who are entitled to receive 

Notice of the Special Shareholders’ Meeting, which will be held on  

Monday June 12, 2017 at the Red Cross Building, Chapel Street, 

Charlestown, Nevis.

Closing of Register

The Register of Members will therefore be closed on  

Monday May 29, 2017.

BY ORDER OF THE BOARD

Donna Glasgow

Corporate Secretary

May 15, 2017

Notice to Shareholders

Ed Gannon FSR General Manager



progress, to streamline the dispatch-
ing of visitors to taxi and tour opera-
tors, including those operating open
air safaris,” the statement indicated.

They indicated that the some taxi
operators have publicly raised con-
cerns regarding the system and the
concerns are being addressed with
some already resolved.

“We are in constant dialogue with our
stakeholders, which include taxi and
tour operators, and our partners, the
cruise line executives, on improving
the way we do business on Port

Zante,” the statement read. “The
intention is to create a system that
provides an equal opportunity for
everyone to make money.”

The statement, however, dismissed
claims that they give the safari opera-
tors an advantage over taxi operators
and provided statistics to back up the
claim.

“This year, from the 14th to the 28th
February, 3,961 cruise passengers
were dispatched to taxis, compared to
only 243 cruise passengers, who were
dispatched to open air safaris,” the

By Loshaun Dixon

Basseterre, St. Kitts - The potential
benefits of a strong yachting sector
in St. Kitts and Nevis was the high-
light as the St. Kitts Yacht Club
opened at their new location in
Frigate Bay.

Tourism Minister Lindsay Grant
highlighted the significance of the
launch to the sector.

“Significant, first of all, is its place-
ment at Frigate Bay,” he said.
“Previously they were at the Cockle
Shell Bay at Spice Mill. Frigate Bay
gives better accessibility for people

in St. Kitts and Nevis.”

He further spoke of his happiness
that a class of pfeople can grow up
interested in yachting.

“They have now also made it into an
Olympic sport,” he said, “…so that
again gives it some added value.”

He added that they were pleased to
partner with the Yacht Club in help-
ing them find a home.

“This is also a good conjunction with
what we are trying to do on the strip
with the $7 million redevelopment,”
he said.

Grant also commended Peter Dupre
and his team for their accomplish-
ments. “Since I had got this opportu-
nity to be in this position two years
ago, they have been behind me to get
a space for them,” he said.

Grant also explained the importance
of the club for tourism in St. Kitts
and Nevis.

“You also have to appreciate that we
a putting a lot of emphasis on yacht-
ing in St. Kitts and Nevis and this is
really an opportunity for us to extend
the reach in yachting,” he said. “It is
a wonderful opportunity for our eco-
nomic development and I want to
commend those who have been
instrumental to keep pushing and
make sure we rise to the level that
we want to rise to.”

Peter Dupre, commodore of the St.
Kitts Yacht Club, noted that yachting
was part of the many opportunities
that are now opening in St. Kitts and
Nevis. Dupre explained that the gov-
ernment has committed to having
yachting tourism and highlighted the
gains made in the yachting industry
with the Marina at Christophe
Harbour.

He added that he hopes that the club
can now make significant gains fol-
lowing the move from Spice Mill.

“We are going through a transition
but now we are here and I am pretty
excited of where we are going from
here,” Dupre said.

He also highlighted the importance
of having a major yachting centre in
St. Kitts and Nevis, indicating that
there are centres in Antigua, in St.
Maarten and in the BVI, all countries
that surround the Federation.

“I don’t know why it has taken so
long, but all of a sudden everybody
seem to realise it can work here,” he
said.

Dupre also highlighted what they do
at the club: “Every Saturday we have
a programme with a fleet of nine
dinghies…from the ages of 5 to 15.
When it comes to age, it’s about can
they listen to instructions and follow
them.”

He also explained that one does not
have to be able to swim to join the
club, but it is taught so individuals
can garner confidence in the water.

He also spoke of the potential the
industry has in the federation.

“We have always sat here in St. Kitts
and gone, ‘Wow, St. Maarten always
has five cruise ships,’” he said.
“What you may not know is that St.
Maarten makes more money off
yachting tourism than it does off
cruise ship tourism. I am thrilled that
our nation is developing in tourism
and we are being really successful in
the cruise ship market. But just
remember that the potential for the
yachting tourism market can over-
take that.”
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Potential in Yachting industry highlighted
with Launching of Yacht Club

Taxi Operators protest over ‘unfair share’
From page 16

2 Storeroom Attendants needed at
Best Buy Supermarket

Applicants can fill out forms at the Branch
Office located in Charlestown

Driver’s License would be an asset

Continued on page 23



“When I got the mes-
sage, I started to cry,”
she said. “I am
relieved; my happi-
ness is beyond words.
I feel good. With all
that was tried, God
prevailed; justice
came through. With all
the unsolved murders,
my daughter’s murder
is solved.”

However, she did say
she wished Phillip’s
punishment for taking

the life of her daughter
was greater.

“After this verdict, he
has nowhere to go,”
she said. “That is it for
him. He has the rest of
his life [to spend] in
prison.”

Williams expressed
her gratitude to every-
one who prayed and
called her during this
time. She also
expressed her appreci-
ation to Graham, who
kept her up to date on
her daughter’s case.

The last criminal case
that was before the
privy council for St.
Kitts and Nevis was
that of Travis Duporte,
who was convicted of
murdering Sattora
“Shakabee” Williams
of Newtown in 2004.
Duporte was sen-
tenced to death, which
was subsequently
commuted by the
Court of Appeal to life
imprisonment. In
2015, the privy coun-
cil dismissed his
appeal.
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Privy council refuses Phillip new evidence
Appeal dismissed, life in prison continues
From page 9
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Byron said Biao and the other indi-
vidual in question do not have
active St. Kitts and Nevis pass-
ports.

“They have recently reapplied and
these have not been issued,” Byron
said. “The ministry for passports
has not issued passports to these
two and they do not have a valid St.
Kitts and Nevis passport.”

The attorney general was also
asked if the individuals still had
active Chinese passports.

“We would not know that,” he said.
“We have no knowledge of what
passports they have. We know that
they were issued St. Kitts and
Nevis passports back in September
2013 and those were deactivated
when all like passports of the same
kind were.”

He explained that all of those pass-
ports were deactivated and in order
to get a new passport individuals
had to reapply.

“They did not reapply until very
recently and these have not been
issued to them,” he said.

Byron indicated that false informa-
tion had been circulating, either
from malice or due to ignorance.

“It is very clear that we have been
doing our investigations,” he said.
“These are ongoing and we will do
what is right in the interest of the
people of St. Kitts and Nevis. As
far as we are concerned, they are
here in St. Kitts and Nevis and
there is an ongoing investigation.”

He then reiterated the stance of the
government to afford the individu-
als due process.

“They have the right, like any other

citizen, to have due process to have
a charge put to them,” he said.
“They will then have to go before
the court and, like any other citizen,
follow the rule of law.”

He added that the matter has been
done in the pass and the public is
aware of the precedent as it relates
to extradition. “We will do the due
diligence and follow the rule of
law,” he said. “Every citizen is pro-
tected by the law. In some cases,
they break the law and if they do so
they will go before the court and
that is the process that will hap-
pen.”

made palpable contri-
bution through their
role in the Caribbean
Development Bank
(CDB).

“The Pogson Hospital
[was] built by China
because of China’s
contribution within the
relevant agency in the

CDB in order to foster
social development in
our countries,” he
said. “In Nevis, I think
there is a school that

was built with the
assistance of the
Chinese.”

Also commenting on
the issue was political
consultant and
Director of Caribbean
D e v e l o p m e n t
Research Services
( C A D R E S )
Peter Wickham, who
in an interview with
SKNnewsline stated
that he would give the
government “full
marks” for how they
handled the matter.

“You can’t just give
someone over to the
authorities, not once
the person carries citi-

zenship,” he said. “I
think if they did that,
you would be making
a whole mockery of
the whole concept of
economic citizenship.”

He also commended
the government for
how they made infor-
mation available to the
public.

“Dr. Harris has done
the best that he can in
terms of explaining
how the government
has gone about the sit-
uation in the first
place,” Wickham said,
“and [in] explaining to
the public the way
these things work.”

Wickham added that
he does not believe
that citizens should be
handed over without
being given due pro-
cess.

“I don’t support this
idea that an individual
can just be handed
over,” he said. “We’ve
had cases in the past
where notorious drug
lords have been sought
and extradition pro-
ceedings have been
implemented and I
think that is the inter-
national standard St.
Kitts and Nevis would
want to be judged by.”

Dr. Douglas agrees due process needed in Ren Biao matterFrom page 3

Passports in Ren Biao Case Deactivated
From page 2

Vacancy: Sales Representative
Must be able to speak fluent English & Spanish

Working Hours: 9am - 5pm
Must be able to work on Weekends when ship in port

Apply: Big Sales Stores, Fort Street, Basseterre St. Kitts
Email: bigsale68@hotmail.com

Contact: 764 - 8612



Barths and go into the
maritime shipping
business.

After a brief stint in
the French navy at the
beginning of the war,
DeHaenen, always the
entrepreneur, returned
to St Barths and pur-
chased two cargo ves-
sels, each about 60
feet long. He then used
them to smuggle
goods to the Vichy-
occupied islands of
Guadeloupe and
Martinique, at a time
when German U-boats
had driven most mer-
chant ships from the
Caribbean, and while
the occupied islands
were blockaded by the
Allies. 

As the war in Europe
progressed, circum-
venting these block-
ades became an impor-
tant industry for many
in St Barths. And
nobody did it better
than Remy DeHaenen.
Never afraid to take
risks, he decided to lit-
erally reach for the
sky. He would become
a pilot.

DeHaenen’s first
plane. This rear wing
S p o r t s t e r ,
nicknamed La
Cucaracha, was pur-
chased by DeHaenen
in Puerto Rico from a
local rum distillery in
late 1944. He report-
edly paid 2,500 US
dollars for it, which
included some spare
parts from a similar
aircraft which had
been damaged in an
accident.

After obtaining his pri-
vate pilot’s license in
Miami and Puerto
Rico, DeHaenen
began his aviation
career in earnest. He

would use La
Cucaracha to fly to
certain destinations in

advance of the arrival
of his own cargo ships,
which allowed him to
pre-arrange their clear-
ance, port handling
services, manifests,
and to personally (and
often forcefully) col-
lect payments from his
sometimes less than
intrepid customers.

In 1946, after the war
had ended and inter
island commerce
slowly began to
resume, DeHaenen
purchased a number of
vintage aircraft,
including a Stinson
Trimotor, which had
recently been removed
from service and con-
signed to war surplus
status. He also found-

ed the region’s first
airline, the Compagnie
Aerienne Antillaise, or
CAA, which, in its
early days, required
the use of a float
plane. (Land airports
did not then exist in
the islands of the
French Caribbean). 

CAA’s base of opera-
tions was an isolated
island off the east
coast of French St
Martin called
Tintamarre, or Flat
Island, where an exist-

ing sea cotton planta-
tion was partially
cleared to construct a
primitive runway. But
even keeping the run-
way serviceable
turned out to be an
ongoing task in itself.
Tintamarre, it was
soon discovered to
everyone’s dismay,
was home to millions

of crabs which were
continuously digging
their holes in the sand,
thus undermining the
runway. It soon
became an unceasing
chore for CAA’s work-
ers, who had to go out,
sometimes before the
break of dawn, to fill
in these sinkholes so
that aircraft could take
off and land safely.

But none of these
obstacles deterred
DeHaenen. He was the
first pilot to land in
both St Barths and, in
February, 1959, Saba-
which, even today, has
the world’s shortest
commercial runway
(approximately 400
yards). 

Along the way,
DeHaenen even found
time to acquire a hotel,
the Eden Rock. His
adventures and
accomplishments are,
alas, just too numerous
to include in this arti-
cle. 
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La Cucaracha

Stinson Trimotor

The pasture where DeHaenen first landed in St Barths

The same area, where St Barths airport is located today.Continued on page 22



Later in life, and long after his pio-
neering airline had ceased to exist,
Remy still continued to fly private
charters in a single engine Cessna
207. When I first got to know him
in St Barths, one of the things I
noticed was that he never wore
shoes while flying, only open toed
sandals. Another of his eccentric
habits which I later learned about
was that, no matter how distant his
destination, he never flew any high-
er than 1,500 feet.  I remember
thinking to myself That takes some
guts when you’re in a single engine
airplane over water! Obviously, it
didn’t faze Remy one bit.

One morning, several years later-
and long after I’d left St Barths and
moved to Nevis- DeHaenen and his
Cessna 207 arrived unexpectedly at
New Castle airport. 

But even more unexpected was
what he told me when I met him on
the ramp: I’ve finally decided to
stop flying. Would I be interested in
buying his Cessna 207?  

I have to admit that there was a
spark of interest on my part.
Particularly as I was aware that a
Cessna 207 was capable of carrying
a substantial volume of cargo.
Maybe, I thought to myself, this
could be an opportunity for Air St
Kitts Nevis to get into the air
freight business, in addition to car-
rying passengers? 

But that idea came to an abrupt halt
when I began to examine the

Cessna’s maintenance records. 

With few exceptions, almost all of
the entries, including periodic
inspections and even some replace-
ments of engine and fuselage parts,
had been signed off by DeHaenen
himself. As the Cessna carried a US
registration number,  I already
knew that, under FAA regulations,
all such entries were required to be
signed off by a licensed mechanic
with an A&P (airframe and power
plant) certificate issued by the
Federal Aviation Administration.
To my astonishment, DeHaenen
readily admitted that he didn’t pos-
sess one. And, furthermore, never
had.

He went on to explain that he’d
always supervised the maintenance
of his aircraft himself. In any case,
he added, a formal mechanic’s
license, for as long as he could
remember, had never been
required. Or even requested, for
that matter. When it came to main-
tenance and his own survival -
along with knowing every nut, bolt,
washer, and fitting- he trusted no
one except himself to do the job. 

I understood all too well what he
was saying. After all, he’d learned
everything from an amazing variety
of vintage aircraft, from hulking
Stinson Trimotors to Kingfisher
float planes, and all with rotary
engines. (And, most importantly, he
had survived when so many had
not).

But the real problem, I tried to
explain to him, was that no poten-

tial buyer-at least one in his right
mind-would be interested in a used
aircraft without acceptable mainte-
nance records, especially one with
an American registration. 

DeHaenen contemplated this for a
moment or two, then rose slowly
from his chair. 

“Toujours des regles. Rules, rules,
always more rules.”  He shook his
head in frustration, then uttered a
well known French expletive. “It’s
all about lazy bureaucrats trying to
invent more paperwork so they can
justify their do -nothing desk jobs.
You know something? There was-
n’t even a civil aviation department
when I started flying. They should
have kept it that way.”

True to form, Remy was never one
to mince his words. 

In the end, he decided to leave the
Cessna 207 in Nevis while he took
a commercial flight back to St
Barths. He would then contemplate
what options, if any, were avail-
able, and let me know. Meanwhile,
at his request, our own FAA-certi-
fied mechanics in Nevis would per-
form a thorough inspection of the
aircraft, just in case he found an
interested buyer and needed an
overall condition report.

As it turned out, we didn’t hear
from DeHaenen for almost two
months. Then, one morning, a van
with two men turned up at the air-
port. They presented a signed and
notarized letter from DeHaenen
authorizing us to release the plane

to them. The Cessna had been sold,
they explained. Both men were
mechanics who had been sent from
Puerto Rico to dismantle the air-
craft, including removal of its
wings,  in preparation for shipping
the Cessna by ocean container. As
to its final destination, I never did
find out.

About two years later, I briefly met
Remy again after he’d moved from
St Barths to Santo Domingo in the
Dominican Republic. He looked
extremely frail and didn’t talk
much, except to tell me that the
Cessna had been bought by some-
one solely for its parts.  Except for
occasional visits by a domestic
house cleaner, he was living com-
pletely alone.  I found this sadden-
ing; as one of the Caribbean’s true
aviation pioneers, I thought, he
deserved better in the twilight of
his life. Always a man of few
words, and undoubtedly through
his own choice, Remy seemed to
have retreated into himself and now
seldom kept contact with the out-
side world. Nor, it appeared, did he
wish to. 

A few months later, I learned the
sad news that he had passed away.

But he is far from forgotten. St
Barths airport was recently
renamed Aeroport Remy
DeHaenen in his honor.

A fitting tribute to a man who was
determined to challenge what oth-
ers considered impossible.

Next article: Jose Dormoy.

Aviation Pioneers of the Northeastern Caribbean
From page 21

gising the teachers with the profes-
sion of teaching.  It was exciting,
surprising and valuable’.  Net
result, children find it easier to
learn.  Teachers find it more fun
and rewarding to impart their
knowledge.

How does a child feel about his/her
school garden?  A dramatic illustra-
tion of this was on an on line post:  

‘He came to us (the school) with
many seeds planted in his life.  The
seed of violence from an abusive
father.  The seed of anger from a
defensive single mother.  The seed
of poverty, he was one of eight chil-
dren.  The seed of hunger - he need-
ed a small snack upon entering
school to make it to breakfast with-
out defiant episodes.

Enter the school garden.  It was
time to plant our beans.  His eyes
began to sparkle as he helped to
prepare the warm dry soil, breaking

up clods, removing stones and
smoothing the earth with his
hands.  Hope was planted in one
small bean seed.  Motivation was
nurtured by teachers who encour-
aged him, saying ‘Let’s check to
see how our beans are doing’.

The reason for hard work sprouted
from the kindness and caring for
the needs of baby plants.  Self dis-
cipline  grew as he turned his
thoughts to the garden, visiting to
water, weed and assess
growth.  Just as the beans
matured,  so did his respect for
himself and others.

He took joy in gathering the crop to
share with his school community,
knowing he had been responsible
for raising it.  He washed and
stemmed the beans for cooking.  He
delighted in the fruits of his labour,
smiling as he ate.  He saved one
bean to take home sharing the mir-
acle of growth and transformation
with his family.

The school garden impacting one
child at a time’.

Now that we have water on site, the
sooner CPS children get involved
in their garden the better.  It is, of
course, out of the hands of the PI
and up to the Public to appoint the
staff to run it.  The PI was glad to
work with the NRP Administration
over the building and commission-
ing of the CPS kitchen.  It is equal-
ly pleased to work with the CCM
Administration to develop the CPS
garden.  The kitchen may be
deemed a success.  For it the
Administration had to add 5 or 6
cooks, to the Administrations
employee list.  For the garden 2 or
3 additionals are required.  We have
able people.  If the Administration
truly wants the garden to fulfil its
extraordinary potential, they will
need quickly to make appropriate
appointments.  The project is tailor
made for one or two of the Earth
University - Costa Rica students,
now on Ann Bass scholarships but

not due to return for a couple of
years.

The CPS new website,
www.charlestownprimaryschool.co
m will not only tell you everything
about the school, but should also
give frequent updates about the gar-
den.  Check this website.  It shows
a school confident in itself, happy
in its traditions and its innovations.

We do not yet have enough garden
tools for full scale children partici-
pation, so would be grateful for
donations in cash or kind - actual
tools, new or used, especially small
tools like trowels and hand
forks.  Contact Ms. Jeffers.  Deliver
to the school.

Finally, with permission of the
school, my family dedicates the
CPS garden to the memory of
James Edward Milnes Gaskell,
born and died December 27th,
2016, in the hope that hundreds of
children will become the keen little
gardener that he might have been.
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Charlestown Primary School Garden - By James Milnes Gaskell



statement read. “From the 1st to the
13th of March, 4,019 visitors were dis-
patched to taxis, while only 592 visi-
tors were dispatched to open air safaris.
Also, from the 14th to the 31st March,
5,542 visitors were dispatched to taxis,
while 1,220 visitors were dispatched to
open air safaris. In total, 13,522 cruise
visitors were dispatched to 1,799 taxis,
while on the other hand a total of 2,055
cruise visitors were dispatched 155
open air safaris. “

However, officials admitted that there
were challenges in the system and they
are working to alleviate them: “It is a
work in progress, and for the system to
progress we must listen to each other,
and work together to improve on the
way we do business.”

Taxi Operators
protest over
‘unfair share’

From page 18
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REAL ESTATE  REAL ESTATE  EMPLOYMENT  EMPLOYMENT  REAL

Black Pearl Security is seeking one (1)
Security Officer. Interested persons please
contact Nicholas Christopher at 662-3455

LIQUOR LICENCES 
ORDINANCE, 1906
SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘C’
To the Superintendent of Police

I, Elenor Smith
Now Residing in Craddock Road
Street in the town or Village of
Craddock Road do hereby give you
notice.
That it is my intention to apply on 
4th Day of May 2017 next to the
District Magistrate at Charlestown for
a Liquor Licence in respect of my
premises at Craddock Road, in
Charlestown, Nevis
Dated this 4th day of May 2017

Signed:   Elenor Smith.

FOR SALE 20959 Sq Ft of Land
located at Nugent’s Heights Pinneys
Estate Contact Tel: 663-6296 or 760-0482

Friends Bar is seeking a pastry
Chef /Bartender who is very
flexible. Contact: 662-5380

Electrical Company LaBuenaFe
Seeking Electrician with 5 years
Experience. Contact: 763-0069
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