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By Loshaun Dixon

Basseterre, St. Kitts – Former
teacher, historian and politi-
cal commentator George
Washington “Washie”
Archibald will be accorded
an official funeral Friday by
the government of St. Kitts
and Nevis.

Archibald, who died last
week following an illness,
has been remembered by
many following his contribu-
tion in education. He began
his teaching career in 1951.

The prime minister of St.
Kitts and Nevis, the Dr.
Timothy Harris, told
Parliament Wednesday that
based on the many contribu-
tions made by Archibald, it
had been decided to accord
Archibald an official funeral.

“I want to say the cabinet of minis-
ters has decided to accord Mr.
Washington Archibald, Companion
of the Star of Merit, an official
funeral as a mark of respect for his
contribution to the development of

the federation in several areas of
socio-economic endeavors. The
family has consented to this further
honour being bestowed on him.”

The service is planned for 2 p.m.
Friday at Zion Moravian Church.

Harris said Archibald would per-

haps best be remembered for his
work with adult learners and people
with learning disabilities.

“Mr. Washington Archibald, who
only last year was invested with the
national designation Companion of
the Star of Merit by his Excellency,
the governor-general, spent many
years in the education profession,”
Harris said. “From 1951 to 2009, he
served as a teacher and principle at
several government schools and at
the St Theresa Convent School,
now the Immaculate Conception
Catholic School. Mr. Archibald
also established, in the latter part of

his educational career,
his own private school,
the St Kitts Business
College, and he later
founded and led what is
now described as Project
Strong. All of his life, he
was devoted to the
upgrading of the human
capital of the citizens and
residents of this our
beloved country.”

The prime minister also
hailed Archibald as a
great citizen, not only for
his work in education,
but as a political com-
mentator as well.

“Mr. Archibald played a
critical role in the politi-
cal life of St. Kitts and
Nevis and in many
respects,” Harris said.

“He was not an ordinary political
activist; he held alternative views
with respect to the progressive
development of the federation.”

Harris mentioned the alternative
idea Archibald had long berfore the
sugar industry was closed in 2005.

“Before the sugar industry was
forced into closure in 2005, Washie
long before then fanned the flames
of thinking regarding the viability
and sustainability of the sugar
industry and, indeed, it was that
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Global Elevators
Is looking for a Qualified

Licensed Elevator Technician

with minimum 10 years

Experience on OTIS, Thyssen

Krupp, Kone and Shindler

Elevator equipment
Please send you resume to

dallison@global-elevators.com,

Also include your license from a recognized

international elevator certification program

and background history on last ten years in

the elevator industry.

PM Harris and Washington ‘Washie’ Archibald



By Monique Washington

Less than a year after
Digicel Play increased
its cable prices by
$5.85 and its Internet
prices by $10, another
increase will be seen
on its customers’ next
month bill.

The Observer was
informed by a cus-
tomer who saw a
notice in the office of a
price increase effec-
tive July 1. When the
customer questioned
the cashier about the
reason for the
increase, the cashier
claimed not to know.

Last year, Digicel
Play’s operations man-
ager, Justin John, said
that the increase came
after major upgrades
to its broadband sys-
tem and the addition of
new channels. He
noted that the channel
sticking problem
Nevisians were expe-
riencing would be
reduced and has con-

tinued to be reduced
tremendously. John
indicated that at pre-
sent, the company was
operating two individ-
ual cable networks in
Nevis, analog and dig-
ital, which is very
costly and all cus-
tomers would have
been switched over to
digital by the first
quarter of this year.

The Observer contact-
ed John on
Thursday upon hear-
ing the news of the
new increase and how
the information about
the increase was dis-
seminated.

“Customers were
informed from Digicel
Play TV station, text
message, office com-
munications and
through their weekly
radio talk shows and in
their bills,” he said,
saying the increase on
cable will be effec-
tive July 1 because
“[since] we have some

broadband challenges,
we decided to stagger
that increase in broad-
band until August,
when we get that issue
rectified.”

John explained the
reasons for the new
increase.

“We have made some
significant invest-
ment,”  he said. “We
have done serious
upgrades on the TV
side of things. On the
broadband side, with
the amount of users we
have, we have had to
increase the capacity

available to us, which

is a significant invest-
ment on our side as
well. Unfortunately, it
kind of reflects [on]
the customers, but I
can guarantee once
those are implement-
ed, which is all a part
of why we have the
challenge right now,
that the service will be
even better than what
it was in the past two
or three months since
we have been getting

to capacity on our
broadband.”

The increase, he said,
on the cable will be
EC$3, while the
increase on the inter-
net in August will be
$7. “If you have your
services bundled, the
increases will not
affect you,” he said,
explain they will be in
a better position to
expand afterward.
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A Registration Officer
who wilfully or with-
out reasonable excuse
omits to register the
name of any person
qualified to be regis-
tered commits an
offence and is liable,
on summary convic-
tion, to a fine of
$100.00 or to impris-
onment for three
months or both and
forfeit his or her right
to payment for his or
her services as a regis-
tration officer. 

A Presiding Officer
who fails or neglects to
perform any duty
imposed upon him or
her by the Act shall be
liable, on summary
conviction before a
District Magistrate, to
a fine of $500.00 or to
imprisonment with
hard labour for six
months.

A Returning Officer
who wilfully delays,
neglects or refuses
duly to return any per-
son who ought to be
returned to serve in the
National Assembly,
and if it has been
determined on the
hearing of an election
petition respecting the
election that such per-
son was entitled to
have been returned,
the returning officer
who has so wilfully
delayed, neglected or
refused duly to make
such return of his or
her election shall for-
feit to the person
aggrieved the sum of
$500.00 and costs in
addition to all dam-
ages sustained. 

Every election officer
who makes a record,

return or other
document which he or
she is required to keep
or make, any entry
which he or she knows
or has reasonable cause
to believe to be false,
or does not believe to
be true; permits any
person whom he or she
knows or has
reasonable cause to
believe not to be a
blind person, an
illiterate person or an
incapacitated person to
vote in the manner
provided for blind
persons, illiterate
persons or
incapacitated persons,
as the case may be;
refuses to permit any
person whom he or she
knows or has
reasonable cause to
believe to be a blind
person, an illiterate
person or an
incapacitated person to
vote in the manner
provided for blind
persons, illiterate
persons or
incapacitated persons,
as the case may be,
shall be liable to be
imprisoned for a term
not exceeding two
years.

Furthermore, any
election officer who
wilfully prevents any
person from voting at
the polling station at
which he or she knows
or has reasonable cause
to believe such person
is entitled to vote;
wilfully rejects or
refuses to count any
ballot paper which he
or she knows or has
reasonable cause to
believe is validly cast
for any candidate in
accordance with the

provisions of this Act;
or wilfully counts any
ballot paper as being
cast for any candidate,
which he or she knows
or has reasonable cause
to believe was not
validly cast for such
candidate; commits an
offence and shall be
liable to be imprisoned
for a term not
exceeding two years. 

If a person forges,
counterfeits, or
fraudulently defaces or
destroys any ballot
paper or without due
authority supplies a
ballot paper to any
person; or fraudulently
puts into any ballot box
any paper other than
the ballot paper which
he or she is authorised
by law to put in; or
fraudulently takes out
of the polling station
any ballot paper; or
destroys, takes, opens,
or otherwise interferes
with any ballot box or
packet of ballot papers
then in use for the
purposes of any
election; or not being
duly registered as a
voter, votes at an
election; that person
shall be liable, if he or
she is an election
officer, to
imprisonment for
twelve months or to a
fine of $1,500.00 and,
if he or she is any other
person, to
imprisonment for three
months or to a fine of
five hundred dollars.

Clearly, who knows
better must do better.

Yep. One man, one
vote in the right place
and fairness for all.

C M Y K
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“MP Maynard: Government not serious about crime”.
Does this caption sound familiar?  If it is familiar, it is
because you heard it many times before from opposition
parties, whether it be Labour/NRP (as now) or
PAM/CCM when they were in opposition.  On the other
side, one hears the recitation from the government about
what is being done “about crime”.

The stark reality is that violent crime is on the increase
and has increased in the Federation.  Besides, if the alle-
gations about the horrific death of Ms Napoleon are true,
then murders are becoming even more violent.
Murderers don’t just take life; they kill you till you are
dead!

While the passage of the Firearms Amendment Bill is a
step in the right direction, our legislation needs much
more work. Imagine that crack cocaine isn’t an illegal
drug, so its possession and sale are not illegal activities.
But marijuana is.  That is confusing.  

The real crux of the matter, however, is where the laws
lead.  Our laws in this 21st century are generally woeful-
ly outdated. Clearly, they never anticipated our society
morphing into what it has become today.

Since the only place that laws where laws are enacted is
in Parliament, then Parliament must get its act together
(pun intended).  Two sets of people sit in Parliament, the
Government and the Opposition – whether elected or
selected.  So we must call on them, those in
Government and those in waiting to work together to
solve and resolve criminal activity.  The blame game is
too cliché now.

From here onwards, we call upon the prosecution to fol-
low the letter of the law very, very carefully, especially in
the Napoleon case.  Not only do we expect someone or
some-ones to be held responsible but we want and
expect that they will be punished accordingly.  

Please, no more mistakes.  We cannot afford for people
to walk away free because of technicalities.

The best crime reduction strategy is the one by which
the guilty are held responsible for their crimes.

Editorial 

Publisher/Editor-in-Chief:  Kenneth Williams
General Manager: Julio Rosario

St. Kitts Nevis
POB 657, Lower Market Street #1 Observer Plaza, Observer Drive
Basseterre, St. Kitts, W.I. Charlestown, Nevis, W.I.
Tel.: (869) 466-4994 Tel.: (869) 469-5907
Fax: (869) 466-4995 Fax: (869) 469-5891
Email:observsk@sisterisles.kn Email: observnv@sisterisles.kn

Website: newstkittsnevisobserver.com

Editorial Policy: The Observer reserves the right to edit, rewrite, summarise
or reject any unsolicited material. We will assume that all letters addressed to
The Observer or its staff are intended for publication unless otherwise stated.
Letter writers are required to sign their names and are asked to include a tele-
phone number to allow verification. Views expressed in letters, commentaries
or personal columns do not necessarily represent the viewpoint of this news-
paper. Limit submissions to 1000 words

The Blame Game
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Using your phone while driving is dangerous...
Don’t take a chance on someone else’s life.
Drive with others in mind, Drive Safely.
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By Monique Washington

Steven Dudley, co-director of a
journalistic foundation dedicated to
the study of organized crime, visit-
ed the St. Kitts Marriot Resort
Tuesday to facilitate a workshop for
the various journalists in the area.
The United States Embassy in
Barbados sponsored the event, with
its officials saying it was “timely
with the recent uptake in crime in
St Kitts and in the region.”

Many media houses expressed their
dissatisfaction with the way infor-
mation is disseminated officially by
police. Late dissemination or no
response on the crime situation
from a high ranking officer has
posed problems for reporters.

In addressing a participant of the
workshop, Dudley noted that he
would encourage governments and
police to be more transparent about
crime in the federation “it doesn’t
work all the time, but my first thing
is that transparency,” he said. “That
is a difficult issue in a place that is
clearly tied to its image. That is my
recommendation to them, is to be
transparent about what is happen-
ing, why it is happening. That is
going to bridge the gap theoretical-
ly and will lead to a greater amount
of information and will increase the
ability to understand the criminal
dynamics and resolve the crimes
that are happening in the region.”

Based in Washington D.C., Dudley
is co-director of InSight, a joint ini-
tiative of American University and

the Fundación Ideas para la Paz in
Colombia, South America. The
group’s purpose is aimed at moni-
toring, analyzing and investigating
organized crime in the Americas.
He works with a team of five inves-
tigators and various contributors

throughout the region to give the
public a more complete view of
how organized crime works in the
Americas, as well as its impact on
public policy and communities
from the Rio Grande to Patagonia.

By Loshaun Dixon

Basseterre, St. Kitts -
Anthony Johnson,
president of the St.

Kitts Nevis Football
Association, was re-
elected to the post
June 25 in a landslide
victory and has credit-
ed it to the positive
approach in reaching
out to member clubs.

Johnson defeated his
opponent, Dr. Garfield
Alexander, 21-4. The
other nine positions
saw success from
Johnson’s Putting
Players First campaign
by winning by the
same margin. Those
include the first and
second vice presidents
and the seven execu-
tive members.

Following the success-
ful election, Johnson
told reporters that sup-
port came from their
reaching out to the
member clubs in a
positive manner as
opposed to in a con-
frontational way.

“When the clubs have
an issue or the repre-
sentative of a club dis-
agrees with a view or
policy with the associ-
ation, we do not react
in any antagonistic
way,” Johnson said.
“We try to find a way
to bring heads together
and come to common
consensus without the
negativity or the ran-
cour because that, for
me, was one of the
turn offs that I have
experienced.”

He added that all the
representatives of the
various clubs came
with the best inten-
tions and that was to
see the development of
football.

“They come because
they want to develop
football and they want
to see their club devel-

US Embassy Hosts Workshop on Crime

Johnson Credits
Positive Approach for

Landslide Victory
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Continued on page 22

Anthony Johnson President of SKNFA
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By Loshaun Dixon

Basseterre, St. Kitts -
An American journal-
ist who specialises in
reporting on criminal
activities in the
Americas has stated
that funds obtained
through criminal
means can have a seri-
ous impact on smaller
territories in the region
such as St. Kitts and
Nevis and can even
distort election cam-
paigns and economies.

Steven Dudley, who
c o f o u n d e d
I n s i g h t n ews . c om ,
facilitated a workshop
this past week with
reporters from St.
Kitts and Nevis and
indicated criminally
obtain funds can seri-
ously corrupt institu-
tion in smaller territo-
ries.

Dudley explained that
local criminal actors in
these small countries
can lower many parts
of these institutions
that lead to a general
rot or to a disregarding
of regulatory agencies
or rules.

“If you have a local
criminal group gener-
ating huge amounts of
revenue, think about
how they can distort
an election campaign
if you don’t have
strong election agen-
cies that monitor the
movement of money
into campaigns and
how that can distort
democracy and gov-
ernments,” he said.

He further
explained that
this situation is
something small-
er nations have to
consider due to
the amount of
money flowing
through the crim-
inal networks.

“We have seen
entire economies
c o m p l e t e l y
uprooted in the
sense that you
have a criminal
actor [who] can
come in with so
much capital they
can undercut

everybody else in the
market and monopo-
lizes that market,” he
said. He stated that the
impact of these crimi-
nal economies can
become incredibly
powerful.

Dudley further spoke
to the efforts of the
United States govern-
ment to try to fight
drug trafficking in the
region, but it faces an
uphill task because the
priority of the local
economies is focused
on fighting violent
crimes.

“The priority of the
U.S. government and
international donors is
very often in the cap-
ture of large drug traf-
fickers who are having
an influence on the
movement of drugs
into their own country,
but they want to focus
on the criminals who
are impacting their
own citizens,” Dudley
said. “But the chal-
lenge of local govern-
ments is to also be able
to put an agenda in
very forceful way their
own priorities.”

He added that the local
government’s priori-
ties are going to be
related to homicides
before they can make
sure that there is assis-
tance dealing with the
drug issues.

“It is a bit of a trade off
when you are taking
about relationships
with international
donors,” he said. “We

understand that your
priority is capturing
these drug traffickers,
while their priority is
lowering levels of vio-
lence. How can we
meet in the middle
somewhere? How can
we both satisfy our
needs? That is the
challenge as it relates
to international part-
ners and donors.”

Dudley was asked if
he feels the U.S. gov-
ernment wouldn’t be
better off trying to stop
the illegal drug trade
from its roots in South
America.

“I think that the fact
that the USA has put
most of it resources in
the region toward
Columbia is a reflec-
tion they agree with
you,” he said.

However, he opined
that going after the
root of the issue can
also prove to be diffi-
cult.

“They are trying to
stem it at the roots,” he
said. “I think that the
difficulty they run into
there ... is that the eas-
iest target is the most
vulnerable of the peo-

ple who are part of this
distribution chain, and
if you want to go all
the way to the root,
that is easy because
there are poor farmers
growing coco leaves
and doing the first part
of the process and then
that is transformed
into cocaine. Going
after the root doesn’t
necessarily mean that
you are going to
resolve that issue. It
may cause severe
blowback and make
the problem worst.” 

Dudley stated that the
U.S. government has

to be choosey in tar-
geting its resources.

The journalist also
spoke to the issue of
microtrafficking, a
growing trend in Latin
America.

“The challenge of low-
level drug trafficking
is related to interna-
tional drug trafficking
in a sense that, in a
way, it is a spillover or
result of an increased
movement of drugs
and competition
amongst criminal
actors.”

Illegal Drug Trade Can Corrupt Elections, Economies

NEVIS NICE – Part 1
I have been making several observa-
tions over several weeks, months &
years and here are some of my find-
ings.  First let me say, no Government
can do everything needed to be done
to keep Nevis Nice, so let us as civic
minded citizens and visitors do our
small part and let Government try to

do the big part.

I saw the urgent need for a traffic mirror on Government Road, where we exit the road between
the Blind School & A.L. Evelyn’s residence.  I purchased an 18” traffic mirror from Amazon
for the minimal cost of U.S. $49.11.  I did not ask Government for duty free concession because
I wanted to prove a point.  (Hope this point is well taken)  A good friend once sent me a clip-
ping and I quote part of it “Don’t follow anyone who is not going anywhere” but I would like
to add my bit, Do not follow anyone who is not walking in the footsteps of Christ.  So I would
like persons to follow my example in this specific case and purchase traffic mirrors to be
installed at places around the island of Nevis that would improve safety.  (These can save lives)
I am sure the government will be more than willing to grant duty free concessions on these
badly needed safety mirrors.

Instead of magnifying our problems, let us count our blessings.  Don’t be BUSY – Be produc-
tive.

We have so much home grown talent and genius here in Nevis that we sometimes seem to for-
get.  I will mention just a few for now.

Mr. Vaughn Anslyn – He is a born genius by any standard.  He travelled to USA as a teenag-
er to pursue his dream as an artist and spent only two months at the institution of learning
because they were teaching him things he had already mastered in kindergarten – Way to go.

Rev. Bonnie Byron – She has to be our local evangelist.  I was at a prayer breakfast a few
weeks ago, and for the first time in my entire life I was moved to tears in public upon hearing
the heart rending plea and prayers she offered.  It was so powerful.  She has a passion for Jesus
Christ, such that I have not seen or heard in a long time.  Consider this – A life without Christ
is like an unsharpened pencil – it has no point.  

King Meeko – He has said it all in music and song, we don’t need any fancy words or flowery
speech to describe Nevis.  It was simply and perfectly put – Nevis Nice.  Let us keep it that
way.

Moving on, every Christian minded person knows that only Jesus Christ can fix our troubled
world but a President once said “The world is in trouble and I will fix it” It does not take a
Rocket Scientist to figure out who this man is claiming to be.  May heaven help us all.

Quote from the Desiderata – With all its sham, drudgery and broken dreams, it is still a beauti-
ful world.  (Nevis included) Be cheerful.  Strive to be HAPPY.

Steven Dudley, cofounder
of Insightnews.com
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By Monique Washington

Another member of the Spanish
community in Nevis has been sent
to prison for using a knife to wound
a woman.

Geralyn Rosario Reyes, a young
mother of two and a national of the
Dominican Republic, has lived on
Nevis for many years. Now she has
been sent to prison for cutting
across the face a woman we will
call “Rockelle,” who is also a
national of the Dominican
Republic.

The Observer spoke with
Rockelle on Thursday, two days
after Magistrate Yasmine Clarke
handed down her sentence against
Reyes. Rockelle said the incident
happened on New Years Day 2017.

“I was at Enrique’s Bar
(Charlestown) on Jan. 1,” she said.
“They had a dance there. I was
standing at the bar when I felt
someone bump me. When I looked
I saw Geralyn, so I asked her, what
happened? Why did you bump
me?”

She said Reyes began cursing at her

and calling her names, and, in sec-
onds, pulled out a pocket knife and
slashed Rockelle across the right
side of her face. Afterward,
Rockelle’s friends quickly rushed
her to the Alexandra Hospital,
where she received 16 stiches and
was later released.

She said that she spent about two
hours at the hospital before return-
ing home. Less than an hour later,

Reyes showed up at the bar down-
stairs.

“When I left Enrique, she (Rosario)
was still by the bar,” Rockelle said.
“When I got home, someone called
me and told me she (Rosario) was
downstairs in the bar dancing. So I
called the police and told them
that’s where she was and they
arrested her, but they released her
just a couple hours later.”

She said that she didn’t know
Reyes personally, however, she
said that her friend and Reyes had

arguments in the past.

Magistrate Clarke found the actions
of Reyes deserving of jail time and
sentenced her to six months at Her
Majesty’s Prison.

Rosario will join other nationals of
her country at Her Majesty’s
Prison, which includes Alexander
Diaz Cesar, who is accused of the
murder “Pabel” Santana, a well-
known Charlestown barber. That
incident took place on Dec. 21,
2015, at Enrique’s, the same bar at
which Rockelle was stabbed.
Santana was taken to the Alexandra
Hospital for treatment, and warded
for a week before he passed away.

Geralyn Rosario Reyes sent to jail

Rockelle the victim of knife wound

Rockelle scared from the knife wound

Dominican Republic National Sent
to Prison for Slashing Woman’s Face
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By Loshaun Dixon

The third annual Restaurant Week
in St. Kitts and Nevis is slated to
get underway in July as part of the
government’s efforts to stimulate
activity in that sector during the
slower periods.

Restaurant Week is expected to
take place July 19-30 and will see
more than 40 restaurants from both
St. Kitts and Nevis participate in
the activities.

Tourism Minister Lindsay Grant
said that Restaurant Week is a part-
nership of the federal and Nevis
ministries of tourism, the St. Kitts
and Nevis Tourism Authorities and
the St. Kitts and Nevis departments
of agriculture and the St. Kitts and
Nevis Hotel and Tourism
Associations.

“Every year, Restaurant Week
focuses on a local ingredient to pro-
mote local production and sourcing
and to strengthen the linkages
between local producers and local
restaurants and food retailers,”
Grant said.

In 2015, the first time the week was

held, the theme was breadfruit. Last
year saw pumpkin being the focus
and this year, the emphasis will be
on yam.

“Restaurants all across St. Kitts and
Nevis will create special menus
focused on yam and offer discount
prices [that are] extra affordable to
make dining out attractive during
the period which is typically the
low season,” Grant explained.

Grant disclosed that Nisbett
Plantation and the Veranda at OTI
will offer three-course dinners for
US$60, whereas restaurants such as
the Kitchen at Kittitian Hill,
Marshalls and Serendipity will
offer three-course meals for
US$40. Shigidy Shack’s combos

will be priced at US$20.

“Just like the CPL and the music
festival and other special events,
Restaurant Week is strategically
scheduled in July to help drive traf-
fic to local dining establishments
during what is considered to be the
slow period to stimulate the local
economy and to help provide added
incentive for our locals to enjoy our
own tourism product at an afford-
able rate as well as to visitors to our
shores during the summer months,”
Grant said.

He added that Restaurant Week is a
proven successful partnership not
only between St. Kitts and Nevis,
but also between tourism and agri-

SKN Preps for Third Annual Restaurant Week
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St. Kitts-Nevis and Anguilla and enhance and/or develo
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ffoperation and efffeectiveness of the company.

CIPAL DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES:

fOversee the accounting fuunctions of the Company through
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rMonitor the reinsurance recoveryy process to ensure that a
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Assist in developing the strategic plan of the company.

fKeep abreast of money laundering and terrorist fiinanci
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rfEnsure all fiinancial and statistical reportts required by law an

policies are prepared on a timely basis
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policies are prepared on a timely basis.

Assist in the development of investment strategies

Ensure the adequacy of internal controls and the monitoring

 ALIFICATION NND EXPERIENCE

eal candidate should have a proven track record of operating at

erial level; fhaving at least fiive years experience in overseeing 

fons of a fiinance department.

fble qualifiications should finclude profeessional designation/certif
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in a relevant financial or managerial discipline would also be

ences by 31 July 2017 to: ncic@sknanb.com or
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Please send applications with two refer

The Executive Manager, Human Resou

National Caribbean Insurance Company

P.O. Box 374

Basseterre

St, Kitts

Continued on page 22

Fully Furnished
2 Bedroom Apt with
Cable, Internet and

Laundry Facilities off
road, Reserved

Parking. Located in
Conaree Terrace,

Paradise Road.
For more info call

869-668-9927
665-0638

The Ministry of Tourism, Lindsay Grant



By Monique Washington

One of the largest
number of registered
Kaisonians for the
43rd staging of Nevis’
Culturama will this
year bypass the elimi-
nation process.

Culturama 43 will be
held under the theme
“Our Festival. Our
Legacy. Culturama
43” and will run from
July 27-Aug. 8.

Nearly 20 Kaisonians
registered for the
Culturama Senior
Kaiso Competition
have all bypassed
eliminations and will
be competing in the
semifinals scheduled
for July 15. The
announcement came
on June 24 from exec-
utive director of the
Culturama Festival
and chairman of
Culturama, Antonio
“Abo” Liburd. During

a discussion with the
Observer Tuesday,
Liburd gave the rea-
sons why they have
decided to exclude the
elimination process
and his reasons for the
increase in registra-
tion.

“In the past, participa-
tion from calypsonians
is not what it is sup-
posed to be,” he said.
“Since we have a
renewed interest from
the participants, we
wanted to give the
calypsonians, espe-
cially those from the
community festival, an
opportunity to perform
on the big stage to per-
form alongside the
seasoned calypsonians
who have been around
for a very long time”.

He said by doing this,
the eliminations have
been taken out and all
those registered will
be able to perform at

Kaiso tents and semi-
finals.

He noted that commu-
nity festivals held
throughout Nevis late
last year and this year
helped to boost the
interest in calypso.
The St. Thomas
Festival, Gingerama
and the recently con-
cluded Winfest all had
calypso competitions
as part of their festi-
vals. He added that
this year the show will
be renamed
“Culturama 43 Senior
Kaiso Fiesta.”

Traditionally, the
Kaisonians would
have completed in an
eliminations process
where they would be
judged on one song,
then 12 Kaisonians
would be chosen for
the semifinals and
judged on two songs.
After the semifinals,
seven would be chosen

to compete against the
reigning king.

Liburd further stated
that for the Culturama
43 Senior Kaiso
Fiesta, Kaisonians will
be asked to perform
one song compared to
two songs. The num-
ber of Kaisonians will
be reduced to nine
finalisst chosen by

judges, compared to
seven in past years, to
compete in the finals.

“This year for the
Senior Kaiso finals
there will be 10 final-
ists, including the
reigning king, Keith
‘Dis n Dat’
Scarborough,” Liburd
said.

The first two Calypso
tents will be held this
weekend. On Friday at
Yubrenta’s Bar at 8pm
and on Saturday at
Dicks’ Bar at 8:30pm.
The semi-finals will be
held at the Cultural
Village at 8 p.m. July
15. The Senior Kaiso
Fiesta will be held at 9
p.m. Aug. 5 at the
Cultural Center.
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No Eliminations for This Year’s Senior Kaiso
9 Kaisonians to face King Dis N Dat in August

On Monday, H.E Luis Beltrán
Martínez Thomas, ambassador
plenipotentiary and extraordinary
of the Argentine Republic to Saint
Lucia, presented Letters of
Credence to His Excellency Sir
Samuel Weymouth Tapley Seaton,
governor-general of the Federation
of Saint Christopher and Nevis.

Ambassador Martínez Thomas has
served in Argentina’s Ministry of
Foreign Affairs since 1974 in a
number of capacities within over-
seas missions and is currently
based in Castries, Saint Lucia. The
ambassador presented credentials
to the governor-general, thus
changing the jurisdiction of the
Federation of Saint Christopher
and Nevis from the Embassy in
Jamaica to the Embassy in Saint

Lucia.

In conversation with governor-gen-
eral, the ambassador conveyed the
greetings of the government of the
Argentine Republic and expressed
deep appreciation for the warm
welcome received by the Argentine
delegation. He remarked that the
Argentine policy towards the
Caribbean has been consistent and
steadfast for many decades, and
that Argentina stands firm in its
willingness to continue in this
stead. The ambassador expressed
the view that the jurisdiction
change to the nearby country of
Saint Lucia will enable the two
countries to work effectively in
bilateral and multilateral affairs
primordially in South-South pro-
jects.

Argentine Ambassador
Presents Credentials in

Saint Kitts

“Ambassador H.E. Luis Beltrán Martínez Thomas of the Embassy of
the Argentine Republic in Saint Lucia presenting his Letter of Credence
to H.E. Sir Samuel Weymouth Tapley Seaton, governor-general of the

Federation of Saint Christopher and Nevis.”



By Loshaun Dixon

Basseterre, St. Kitts –
Two top national secu-
rity officials have indi-
cated the ministry’s
commitment to engag-
ing community leaders
in order to reach out to
the youth population
to curb future criminal
activities.

Commissioner of
Police Ian Queeley
and Permanent
Secretary Osmond
Petty of the Ministry
of National Security
said the community
plays an important role
in the National Crime
Reduction and
Prevention Strategy.

Petty stated that during
the crime symposium
organized by the gov-
ernment, they came up
with suggestions and
collaborated with vari-
ous stakeholder groups
to strategize.

“The strategy is we are
really going to mobi-
lize every stakeholder
group to implement
the activities and
strategies that they
said they were going
to do to address the
roots of crime,” Petty
said. “The general
strategy is to have a
community wide
approach to it rather
than just the police.”

He added that the aim
now will be to chal-
lenge the various
stakeholders to act on
the suggestions made.

“We want to bring in
the church, chamber,
the schools and all of
the other stakeholder
groups to do what they
have said,” Petty said.
“The strategy is a
national strategy and
we hoped that it will
be owned by the stake-
holder groups that
developed it.”

Petty further indicated
that the government
has been engaging
with some non-gov-
ernmental organisa-
tions (NGOs) to target

at-risk youth in the
federation.

“We are linking with at
least two NGOs,”
Petty said. “One is a
newly formed NGO
called The Lifetime
Touch Incorporated,
which has just been
registered and incor-
porated, and they are
going to be rolling out
some programs getting
people to go into the
communities and
interact with gang
members or potential
gang members and
work with them.”

The second he noted
was a collaboration
with a USAID-backed
initiative that will train
individuals to go out
into the communities
and intermingle with
gang members.

“There’s another
USAID-funded pro-
gram called
Community Family
and Youth Resilience,”
Petty said. “They are
introducing something
called ‘violence inter-
rupters,’ which is
going to get people to
train to interact with
gang members or peo-
ple who are potentially
leaning in that direc-
tion to try to help. So,
those are two of the
groups we are going to
link up with as part of
the strategy.”

Queeley indicated that
the police will be con-
tinuing to engage the
communities as well
as trying to change the
public’s perception of
the police force.

“We want the commu-
nity to see us as their
friends, not their ene-
mies,” Queeley said.
“That is why it is so
important that the
other aspects of soci-
ety get on board
because it is a commu-
nity outreach. We can-
not and do not in any
way suppose we can
do it alone.“

He further explained
that the youth effort is

being made because
most of the criminal
activities being com-
mitted are by young
people within the 15-
30 age range.

Queeley stated that
while the major con-
cern has been the
increase in violent
crimes, there is also a
lot of crime of oppor-
tunities, such as break-
ins.

“From that perspec-
tive, while we educate
the public as to how
they can prevent these
crimes, we want to, at
the same time, be in a
position to be able to
detect them and bring
the perpetrator to jus-
tice,” Queeley said.

However, he indicated
that crimes of violence
are the crimes that
drive the most fear
within the communi-
ties.

“These crimes are
committed by [people]
from within the com-
munity,” he said.
“These [people] have
parents who go to the
church, and this is why
we are talking about
an all-inclusive and
wholesome approach;
we have people who
go to the church, [peo-
ple] who are involved
in sporting activities
…and so we would
want to see how we

can engage them in a
meaningful way and
it’s for that reason why
part of our strategy is
to engage them in the
early stages.”

Queeley also spoke to
some of the pro-
grammes that are

being implemented,
from a police stand
point, to reach out to
the youth population.

“We have a number of
programme in the
schools,” he said. “We
have revisited our
school liaison pro-

gramme, where we
would have an officer
who is attached to the
school.”

He also made men-
tioned other pro-
grammes such as Teen
and Police Service
(TAPS) and what role
it can play, as well as
having officers
assigned to the school
to play a meaningful
role.

“We want to prevent
things before we have
to detect things,” he
added. 

Petty added that the
churches around the
federation have
already begun to
mobilize and act upon
the strategies that were
developed. He added
that the ministry has
identified the church
as a key cog in imple-
menting the strategy.
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National Security Depends on Community
Programmes to Fight Crime

Commissioner of Police Ian Queeley and Permanent Secretary Osmond
Petty of the Ministry of National Security
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By Lsohaun Dixon

Basseterre, St. Kitts – With the
21st St. Kitts Music Festival now in
the books, two officials who
formed part of the organization of
the festival have hailed it a success.

Ambassador Jonel Powell, who
chaired the festival’s Artistes

Selection Committee, stated that he
was of the belief that this year’s
edition was a wonderful spectacle,
“If you were there (on the nights)…
you would have known it has been
a tremendous success,” he said.
“The crowds have been spectacular,
[especially] when you [saw] at the
band clash on Thursday the number
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Crowds at the St. Kitts Music Festival

Continued on page 21

Music Festival
Considered

Tremendous Success



There are plenty of biologists in
the world working in university
laboratories and museum base-
ments. In many ways, these
indoor environments might be
considered the primary natural
habitat of the modern biologist.
Some, however, are only truly at
home when out in the field.

In biology, fieldwork is essentially
any research that is done outside
the lab or library. It usually
involves observing, documenting
and collecting plants and animals.
It is often the dirtiest, sweatiest
work a biologist can do, but it can
also be the most fun.

In the past, work done in the field
and work done in the lab or muse-
um were often done by different
people. In the Caribbean, many
specimens were collected by non-
scientists and sent to  scientists in
Europe or North America for study.
Over the last hundred years or so, it
became much more common for
scientists themselves to travel to
the Caribbean to do fieldwork. It
has also become much more com-
mon for Caribbean scientists to do
both fieldwork and analysis right
here.

At the moment, a team of scientists
from the Caribbean and beyond are
conducting a survey of the terrestri-
al ecology of St. Kitts and Nevis.
They are documenting as many
plants and animals as possible,
from birds to beetles and trees to
mosses. The project will help the
government of St. Kitts and Nevis
protect the the biodiversity of their
islands. 

Due to the broad scope of the pro-
ject, the team includes a variety of
experts, specialized in studying
insects, birds, plants, reptiles, bats
and more. While each one research-
es their own specialty, they also

share observations about
the general ecology. The
impact of invasive
species—like monkeys
and rats—or the recent
drought, can be seen
across multiple plant
and animal groups. 

Together, the team is
making new discoveries,
uncovering mysteries
and overcoming chal-
lenges. In the Antillean
Field Journal, we will
follow their progress up
the muddy slopes of Mt.
Liamuiga and Nevis

Peak, to the rarely-visited shores of
Booby Island and many places in
between. As we go, we will see
how our understanding of nature in
the Caribbean is improving, even
as the islands themselves are rapid-
ly changing.

Mr. Kevel Lindsey of the
Environment Awareness Group
(EAG) is the Lead Researcher and
author of these articles. EAG have
just completed two field visits to St.
Kitts and Nevis where they
researched the flora and fauna in
our rain forest.

Next Week...Dipping for Diversity.

C M Y K

Page 13The St. Kitts-Nevis Observer. Friday June 30, 2017FEATURED SHORTS

Five Articles About Our Flora and Fauna
Into the Field

Nevis Peak beckons from the hills above Major’s Bay.
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By Monique Washington

Two weeks after the end of a suc-
cessful negotiations with TDC
Insurance Company, monies to ren-
ovate Oualie Beach’s existing pier
has been received, while the Nevis
Island Administration has not yet
submitted to the Department of
Physical Planning any plans for its
own proposed pier.

The Observer contacted the
Department of Physical
Planning Wednesday, asking as to
whether the plans for the NIA’s pro-
posed pier were available in the
Jones Bay or Mosquito Bay area
and was told no such plans by the
NIA were submitted “as yet.” The
EC$5 million pier project is said to
include the purchase of the proper-
ty for EC$3.5 million, a 100-by-10
foot pier, restaurant, ticket booth
and gazebo-type waiting area. It

will be managed by the Nevis Air
and Seaport Authority and was
scheduled to begin later next month
and completed in time for the open-
ing of the Park Hyatt in St. Kitts
later this year.

In the meantime, Oualie Beach
Resort is two weeks into the reno-
vation of its pier, which is located
just yards away from the NIA’s pro-
posed pier. Speaking with the
Observer on Wednesday, the man-
aging director of the resort, John
Yearwood, explained that their pier
received damages from storm
waves in late October 2016. The
pier was made serviceable and the
resort began negotiations with the
insurance company shortly after.
He noted that no changes to the pier
would occur during the renova-
tions.

Yearwood also expressed his

delight on the NIA’s purchase of the
beach front property next to the
resort.

“I am absolutely delighted that the
government has purchased beach
land at Oualie Beach,” he said. “I
think it is very positive. I will
strongly recommend that they pur-
chase beach land on all the major
beaches so that they protect the
access to the beach for future gen-
eration of Nevisians. I think it is
very, very important. I think they
should be praised on making that
purchase.”

He said that he feels that Nevis
needs more piers, but not necessar-
ily on the proposed location.

“We should have more piers in
Nevis,” he said. “It’s just where you
put them. In terms of other piers, I
think Nevis definitely needs more

piers. I don’t know why there isn’t
one yet at Sunshines, so yachts can
come in and enjoy what’s down
there. There should be one by
Hamilton Condos (Cotton Ground)
and I can see one by Gin Trap,
between Oualie and  Cliffdwellers.
They should think about replacing
the New Castle pier. [There are] a
lot of fishermen over there. They
should put a lovely pier there. The
one there has fallen into disrepair.”

He noted that the area of the pro-
posed pier should be turned into a
public park.

“Make it into a public park for the
Nevis people,” he suggested.
“Every weekend you see people
down there enjoying the beach.
Politians in government normally
think what’s good for the people for
the next five years and not what’s
good for the future generations.”

By Monique Washington

Discipline, respect and
skills in the sport of
football are just a frac-
tion of things more
than 30 children are
expected to learn dur-
ing the upcoming
annual Emmanuel
Richards Summer
Football camp, says
the founder,
Emmanuel Richards.

The summer football
camp, now in its

13th year, will facili-
tate children ages 5-15
for two weeks from 9
a.m.-noon daily July
10-21 at the St.
Thomas’ Primary
School grounds.

Richards told the
Observer said the chil-
dren will be taught life
skills such as disci-
pline toward others,
how to  be respectful
and the skill of the
game. He said that
once a child is trained

in the basics of the
game early, it becomes
easier for them to
become great players.
And most importantly,
the camp will take the
children off the streets
during the summer.

“Kids will learn how
to dribble, how to pass
the ball properly, how
to head up the ball
properly, how to kick
to the goal and how to
control [the ball],”
Richards said. “When

you are playing foot-
ball, the basics count.”

Though the sport can
be considered male
dominated, Richards
said that he has
encouraged coaches to
boost females to
attend. He alsoencour-
aged parents to allow
their children the
choice of what sport
they would prefer to
play instead of forcing
them into a sport the
child might not like.

He revealed that this
year he is bringing
back past summer
camp participants past
registration age to help
in coaching.

“We are going to bring
back some past partic-
ipants as coaches so
that when they are
teaching the children
how to play the sport,
they themselves will
be learning as well,”
he said.

Richards thanked
sponsors who continue
to support the summer
program, including
the Bank of Nevis,
Nevis Multi Line, the
Honourable Mark
Brantley, Social
Security, Nevis Spring
Water, Nevis Bakery,
N E V L E C ,
Development Bank,
LEFCO, Kay
Electrical Services,
Nevis Cooperative
Credit Union and
CIBC First Caribbean.

Emmanuel Richards Football Camp
Returns for 13th Year

Oualie Resort Pier Renovation Begins
NIA’s Proposed Pier Nowhere to be Found

The NIA have said that they intend to build a pier at the Southern part of Oualie Beach, a picture taken yesterday of members of the Nevisian
Community enjoying the safe swimming conditions in that same location. Inset John Yearwood



GOVERNMENT OF ST. KITTS AND NEVIS

STRENGTHENING COASTAL ROAD INFRASTRUCTURE RESILIENCE TO GEOPHYSICAL AND CLIMATE-RELATED HAZARDS

CONSULTANCY SERVICES FOR A MULTI HAZARD RISK ASSESSMENTAND PREPARATION OF DETAILED DESIGNS

REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

The Government of St. Kitts and Nevis (GOSKN) has received financing from the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB) towards the cost of Technical Assistance

– Strengthening Coastal Road Infrastructure Resilience to Geophysical and Climate Related Hazards Project and intends to apply a portion of the proceeds of this

financing to eligible payments under a contract for which this invitation is issued.  Payments by CDB will be made only at the request of GOSKN and upon approval

by CDB, and will be subject in all respects to the terms and conditions of the Financing Agreement.  The Financing Agreement prohibits withdrawal from the financ-

ing account for the purpose of any payment to persons or entities, or for any import of goods, if such payment or import, to the knowledge of CDB, is prohibited

by a decision of the United Nations Security Council taken under Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations.  No party other than GOSKN shall derive any

rights from the Financing Agreement or have any claim to the proceeds of the Financing.

The Ministry of Public Infrastructure, Post, Urban Development and Transport (MPI) the Executing Agency, through its Public Works Department (PWD), now

wishes to procure consultancy services to conduct a multi hazard risk assessment and preparation of detailed designs aimed at strengthening coastal road infras-

tructure resilience to geophysical and climate-related hazards for coastal roads in St. Kitts.

The objective of this consultancy is to enhance the capacity of GOSKN to: (a) increase the resilience of the road network to geophysical and climate related haz-

ards; and (b) implement socially inclusive and technically and economically feasible rehabilitation works at two priority sites. The duration of the assignment is

expected to be for a period of 10 months 

MPI now invites interested eligible consulting firms to submit Expressions of Interest for the provision of these consultancy services.

Consultants shall be eligible to participate if: 

the persons are citizens or bona fide residents of an eligible country; and 

in all cases, the consultant has no arrangement and undertakes not to make any arrangements, whereby any substantial part of the net profits or other

tangible benefits of the contract will accrue or be paid to a person not a citizen or bona fide resident of an eligible country.

Eligible countries are member countries of CDB. Consultants from CDB member countries and countries which are eligible for procurement under EU-funded pro-

jects, which are not CDB member countries1 will be eligible to participate in this procurement opportunity in accordance with eligibility rules under the ACP-EU

Partnership Agreement Eligibility Rules. 

The attention of interested Consultants is drawn to paragraph 1.9 of CDB’s Guidelines for the Selection and Engagement of Consultants (2011),

setting forth CDB’s policy on conflict of interest.

In the assessment of submissions, consideration will be given to: qualifications and experience on similar assignments, financial capability and 

existing commitments including;

Available resources that have at a minimum a Master’s degree or equivalent qualification in a relevant field e.g geo-science, environmental science, engineering.

The consultancy firm should have experience in undertaking at least two (2) hazard risk assessments and the development of mitigative solutions, inclusive of

design drawings with costing, over the past (10) years.

The consultancy firm should demonstrate that it has the financial capacity to undertake assignments through provision of audited financial statements for previous

three fiscal years.

Demonstrate successful experience in undertaking similar assignments in the Caribbean region and/or other Small Island Developing States (SIDS).

Demonstrate the capacity to undertake assignments given existing commitments.

Demonstrate knowledge of climate change matters as it relates to the Caribbean Region and/or other Small Island Developing States.

All information must be submitted in English.   Further information may be obtained from the first address below between 8.00 A.M and 4.00 P.M  (08:00 – 16:00)

hours Monday to Friday.

Two (2) hard copies of the Expressions of Interest along with two (2) CDs or DVDs with a single non-editable pdf file of the complete Expressions of Interest

must be received in sealed envelopes at the first address below no later than 16:00 hours local time on Friday, July 14, 2017 and one hard copy must be sent

simultaneously to CDB at the second address below. The sealed envelope containing each submission should include the name and address of the applicant and

shall be clearly marked “EXPRESSION OF INTEREST – CONSULTANCY SERVICES FOR CONDUCT OF A MULTI HAZARD RISK ASSESSMEN-

TAND PREPARATION OF DETAILED DESIGNS”

Following the assessment of submissions, a short-list of not less than three (3) and not more than six (6) applicants will be provided with full terms of reference

and invited to submit technical and financial proposals to undertake the assignment. GOSKN reserves the right to accept or reject late applications or to cancel the

present invitation partially or in its entirety.  It will not be bound to assign any reason for not short-listing any applicant and will not defray any costs incurred by

any applicant in the preparation and submission of Expressions of Interest.

1 External Action Financial Instruments and European Development Fund, Rules on Participation in Procurement Procedures and Grants.  [ec.europa.eu/europeaid/prag/annex-

es.do?annexName=A2a&lang=en : accessed June 6, 2016]
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1.   Ms. Lavern Queeley
The Coordinator Ministry of
Sustainable Development Bladens
Commercial Development
Wellington Road Basseterre
St. KITTS AND NEVIS
Tel:  869-467-1255/1057
Fax: 869-466-7398 Email:lcquee-
ley@gmail.com
lavernqueeleyskn@gmail.com
warner.rena@gmail.com

2.  Procurement Officer
Procurement Policy Unit
Caribbean Development Bank
P O Box 408,
Wildey St. Michael
BARBADOS, W. I. 
Tel:  +246-431-1600
Fax: +246-426-7269
Email: procurement@caribank.org
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By Monique Washington

The owners of the his-
toric Cottle Church in
Nevis have decided to
abruptly end some
four years early a lease
given by the Nevis
Historical and
Conservation Trust, a

UK Trust Company.

In a press release sent
out this past week,
Clive Mitchell, a
trustee of the Nevis
Historical and
Conservation Trust,
informed of the
Chaderton’s family

(the owners of the
Cottle Church proper-
ty) decision to end
their lease.

“The Trust has recent-
ly been informed by
the Chaderton family
lawyers that their lease
is to be terminated,

some four years before
it is due to end, and
when it could be
renewed,” the release
states. “No reasons
have been given for
this action and no sug-
gestion made that the
Trust has breached any
of the conditions of the
lease. It is hoped that
some arrangements
can be made in Nevis
to ensure that the
church and its grounds
continue to be main-
tained for the public
benefit.”

Cottle Church has
been designated one of
the historical sites on
Nevis. It was the first
Anglican Church in
the Caribbean where
blacks and whites use
to worship.
Construction of the
church began after the
sugar crop of 1822 and
was sited in the middle
of Cottle’s sugar plan-
tation at Round Hill,
the family house
across the ghaut. The
modern house, which
stands on its founda-
tions, can be seen from
the island road. The
church was built with
locally quarried stone
laid with a lime-based
mortar surmounted by
a wooden roof. 

According to Mitchell,
the Trust was granted a
20-year renewable
lease by the owners of
the half-acre site, the
Chaderton family, on
condition that the site
was maintained as a

protected historical
site.

“Over the years,” the
release stated, “the
church has attracted
many hundreds of vis-
itors (as evidenced by
TripAdvisor); some
have been married
there; school and com-
munity groups have
been encouraged to
use the well-main-
tained grounds for
meetings and lectures.
Since 2001, the UK
Trust has also donated
[more than]
EC$25,000 to the
NHCS.”

The Observer contact-
ed executive director
of the Nevis Historical
and Conservation
Society, Nichole
Liburd, who noted
they are waiting for a
meeting with the fami-
ly and the Trust to
have the issue
resolved.

“We were giving them
an opportunity to get
to the bottom of it
before we get involved
and we are still at that
point,” she said. “We
are waiting to discuss
it with the family to
find out what exactly it
is that they want and
why they want to end
the lease early, and we
have not had a chance
to do that as yet.”

The Observer under-
stands that the family
gave notice to the
Trust in January 2017

of their plans to end
the lease.

However, according to
the laws of the federa-
tion, the Nevis Island
Administration has
great say on the future
of Cottle Church.
According to the
National Conservation
and Environment
Protection Act,
“Where the minister
determines that any
private land or interest
in such land shall be
acquired for a protect-
ed area under this act,
acquisition procedures
under the land acquisi-
tion act shall apply and
the acquisition shall be
deemed to be for a
public purpose.”

Section 15 (1) notes
the “minister may des-
ignate by order … a
competent authority to
be responsible for the
management and
administration of any
protected area estab-
lished pursuant to this
act, and such order
shall specify the par-
ticular protected area
to be under the juris-
diction of the compe-
tent authority and the
extent of the powers
and function of such
competent authority”

The Observer made an
attempt on Thursday
to contact the
Chaderton’s family
lawyer, Hydi-Lyn
Sutton, but was unsuc-
cessful.
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Upkeep of Cottle Church in Limbo

Cottle Church has been
designated one of the
historical sites on Nevis



By Loshaun Dixon

Basseterre, St. Kitts -
A tropical wave’s
severe weather
brought heavy rains to
St. Kitts and Nevis
Thursday morning as
it passed over the
Leeward Islands, leav-
ing authorities with a
mammoth clean-up
operation in the com-
ing days.

The heavy rains
caused the overflow-
ing of ghauts and
forced the government
to close all its offices
and schools very early
in the day.

The inclement weather
also forced the Allure
of the Seas, the largest
cruise ship in the
world, to make an
early departure.

Many citizens and res-
idents took to social
media to share some of
the damage due to the
flooding .

However, with an
improvement in condi-
tions on Thursday
afternoon, some clean

up operations were
already on the way on
the Bay Road in the
vicinity of the ferry
terminal, where mud
had accumulated, forc-
ing parts of the that
road to be closed.

An official from the
met office stated on
the radio the reasons
behind the amount of
rain received: “We
didn’t anticipate as
much rain as we did
receive,” he said. “The
forecast initially, when
they did their analysis
in Antigua, would
have been estimating
between 1 to 2 inches
of rainfall.”

He added that based
on early indications, it
seems that there may
have been in excess of
5 inches of rainfall
recorded at the airport.

“We had a tropical
wave interacting with
an upper-level
trough,” he said. “The
tropical wave was
moving toward the
west, whereas the
upper-level trough was
moving toward the
east. However, they
coincide over St. Kitts,

over the northern
Leeward Islands
chain...so you had
amplification of the

tropical wave.”

The met officer noted
that more shower

activity is expected,
and he is not ruling out
heavier showers. He
also called on individ-

uals in low-lying areas
to exercise caution in
flood-prone areas.
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Heavy Rains Leave Basseterre Needing Massive Clean-Up

College Street

Allure of the Sea departing

Vehicle sweep away by rushing waters. (Photos Courtesy Joel and Stephanie Francis)
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of people who stayed
back.”

He added that success
was also achieved
beyond the size of the
crowds as it relates to
the artists selected for
the festival.

“It is not just about the
crowds, [though],” he
said. “This year, we
stepped out of the box
a bit in terms of the
types of artists we
brought in. The Goo
Goo Dolls … was a bit
of a wild card and it
paid off last night.”

The head of the mar-
keting committee, Val
Henry, explained how
success is measurable
beyond the gate
receipts and how the
festival fulfilled its
actual purpose.

“We have to turn back
to the purpose of the
music festival,” Henry
said. “In June 1995,
hotels were low in
occupancy; hotels had
to send home staff in
what they called the
‘low season.’ Hotels
looking to send home
staff meant that the
restaurants would
have to look for other
business and they had
to send home staff. Try
getting a room in this
hotel today, try getting
a room in a hotel down
the road today, try get-
ting a rental car to rent
today: Yes, in terms of
the returns back to the
government in taxes,
that is also a great rev-
enue.”

He noted that deter-
mining success for the
festival is looking
beyond just a three-
night concert, but a

look at all the other
elements “definitely
[makes it] a tremen-
dous success this
year.”

“Look at all the small
business operators that
we have that have
been doing excellently
the last 21 years,” he
said, “and the
increased revenue that
we have been generat-
ing [and] at all those
fringe activities.”

The 2017 St. Kitts
Music Festival saw the
organizing committee
take on many changes,
including the estab-
lishment of an artist
selection committee
that identified and
announced the acts
earlier than accus-
tomed. It also took the
step to reorganise
the Thursday evening
by planning a band
clash to close down
what is commonly
known as the soca

night. It proved to be a
success, with the last
two road march cham-
pions going head to
head on the same
stage. At the end of the
evening, the clash
ended in a split deci-
sion. Square One, fea-
turing Alisson Hinds,
and Ricardo Drue also
received rave reviews
for their performances.

The following night
saw dancehall super-
stars Movado and

Shabba Ranks head-
line the performances.
The night, however,
belonged to the Third
World Band, who had
captured the imagina-
tion of each demo-
graphic of the audi-
ence for the entire per-
formance.

On the final night, K
Michelle and Jah Cure
brought the house
down and wrapped up
the 2017 edition of the
festival.
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Music Festival Considered Tremendous Success

The St. Kitts-Nevis Observer for the Best
Independent News Coverage in The Federation,

if you have a news story, give us a call at 469-5907

op,” he said. “They sacrifice a lot
their own time and resources,
financially and in terms of their
time away from their family.”

Johnson further spoke to his com-
mitment to develop football on
Nevis as was promised during the
campaign.

“We have had a number of regional
courses being held in Nevis over
the last few years,” he said. “We
have had for the first time a region-
al women’s tournament being host-
ed in Nevis, as well as referees
from Nevis being promoted to the
FIFA list. The next step is to
upgrade the Bath playing field,
using some of the funding that we
get from FIFA towards infrastruc-
ture. We believe just as we have
almost completed the Gold Project
on St. Kitts, we need to see a major

development on Nevis that repre-
sents football.”

Johnson also spoke about plans to
construct a national facility for
football that is owned by the asso-
ciation. “We have already made
verbal requests in meetings with
the government, with the minister
of sport,” he said. “We intend now
to formalize that request and have it
put in a written proposal form. We
intend to do [that] in the next few
weeks, as opposed to years. I think
it is very important for the football
product that we have a modern
facility that can allow for interna-
tional matches to be played in a
comfortable environment.”

Johnson will now serve in the
capacity for the next four years and
it is expected that General
Secretary Stanley Jacobs will con-
tinue in that role.

culture.

“The linkages between these two
sectors of our economy is inextrica-
bly bound,” Grant said, “and we are
working hard to make them
stronger to promote local produc-
tion and sourcing of ingredients
that we can grow here to support

livelihoods of local producers.” 

Grant further explained that
Restaurant Week also strategically
focuses on local dining spots,
including snakettes and street ven-
dors, in an effort to include them
alongside fine dining restaurants as
participants in week of celebra-
tions. 

“Our market research shows that
travellers more and more are seek-
ing local experiences and connec-
tions to the local culture and a
sense of place in destinations,” he
said, “especially when it comes to
food.”

He added that earlier this year the
organisers of Restaurant Week gave
opportunities for local agro proces-
sors to attain contact with the vari-
ous restaurants. “To help make

these needed connections in April
of this year,” Grant said, “restau-
rant week organisers held an agro
processors showcase providing
them critical market access to
restaurants hotels retailers in the
federation.”

Grant said a tasting showcase will
take place in both St. Kitts and
Nevis July 15-16, and the week will
open on July 19 with a meet-the-
artist predinner event.

passion for the[pro-
gressive]  alternative
led him firstly to pro-
pose that we should be
done away with sugar
and develop what he
then referred to as a
pork industry,” Harris
said. “That was never
realised and now we
realise that there is a
high demand for pork
in the country and it is
certainly an area about
food security which
we will pay greater
attention.”

He also noted that
Archibald in keeping
with his revolutionary

approach was the one
of the first individuals
to propose the white
gate project. “For him,
this was another alter-
native way to bring to
the people of St. Kitts
developments more
sustainable than those
liked to the sugar
industry,” Harris said.

Archibald, 83, was
born May 28, 1934, in
Soho Village,
Basseterre. His acade-
mic accomplishments
include a bachelor of
arts degree in econom-
ics and history, with a
minor in English liter-
ature, from the
University of the West

Indies (Cave Hill), and
a diploma from
Leeward Island
Teachers’ College.

He served principal of
Senior School with the
mandate to transition
it to the Basseterre
Junior High School,
which was upgraded
to a high school in
1998 under the name
of Washington
Archibald High
School.

He also was a regular
contributor for this
publication for two
years with a regular
column.

Washie Accorded Official Funeral
for his Contribution to Education

SKN Preps for Third Annual Restaurant Week

From page 2

From page 9

Johnson Credits Positive Approach
for Landslide Victory

From page 6
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BIO: Janae Jackson

Youngest finalist (9 years) in DBS
Christmas song contest who placed
3rd: 2008, Awarded Dominica
Association of Music Educators
(DAME) most promising Young
musician: 2005, 1st honors student
/ member of student council execu-
tive: Convent High School, Past
president of sign language club,
Past President of school’s Music
band.

Member of Dominica-Venezuelan
Cuartro band. 3rd place winner in
NCCU Corporative Song
Competition: 2011. 1st place in
National Female Calypso Monarch
Competition: 2012. Junior Calypso
Monarch: 2012.

Back to back winner of DBS
Christmas song contest: 2012 &
2013, Played major vocal role in
Ministry of Education Time Tables
recording project: 2012. Played
major role (Mary) in Catholic
Christmas Nativity play: 2014.

Have performed at WCMF, Arawak
House of Culture, Queen Show,
provided back-ground vocals for
numerous calypsonians and many
other National and private func-
tions.

Youngest Calypso Queen of
Stardom tent: 2014. First Runner
up in the Junior Monarch: 2014.

Youngest finalist in the 2016
Calypso Monarch. Recapturing of
the Calypso Queen title in 2016,
Recipient of the first ever Nation
Building Award given by Stowe
and Co.

Capturing the National Calypso
Queen title again in 2017, Finalist
in the 2017 Monarch Competition
as a first time competitor.

BIO: Silvina Malone
aka Khandie

Khandie is a firefighter by profes-
sion. She started singing as a back-

up vocalist for Calypsonians before
she entered the Calypso arena in
1999. Khandie has been singing
Calypso for 16 years. 

She has attained the Montserrat
National Crown four (4) times and
also won the Montserrat Female
Competition once. She was the first
(and to date, the only) female to
capture the Montserrat National
crown.

Khandie has entered six (6) region-
al competitions and has placed first
runner-up in two (2) of them.

BIO: Roxanne ‘Roxxy’ Webster

24 year old, Roxanne ‘Roxxy’
Webster a native of St. Martin
/Anguilla has been on stage from
the tender age of 11. She continues
to display her passion and love for
the art form as a competent and
compelling calypsonian in her two
homes, St.Maarten and Anguilla. In
St.Maarten, Roxxy has captured the
calypso tiles of Junior Calypso
Monarch 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008
and 2009. In 2010 she began her
entry in the SXM Senor Calypso
Monarch competition where she is
often highlight and considered to be
a key calypsonian. She was first
runner up in 2012 and 2013.  

In 2016, Roxxy displayed her love
for both genres in Anguilla when
she entered both the Senior Calypso
Monarch competition and the
Groovy Soca Competition. She
placed 1st runner up with her hit
soca song ‘FEARLESS BUMPA’
and won the 2016 Calypso
Monarch Competition with songs
‘TAX PARADISE’ & ‘ALL I SEE’.
Roxxy was entered into the
Leeward Island competition where
she mastered again 1st place repre-
senting Anguilla competing against
islands like U.S.V.I, St.Maarten,
Antigua, St. Kitts, and Montserrat. 

There after Ms. Webster traveled to
Montserrat for the Annual Regional
Female Calypso Competition
where she placed 2nd runner up

representing Anguilla. 

Roxanne’s musical career took off
with her hit single DELETE. The
hit single had gained recognition
throughout the US and Caribbean
islands including, Trinidad and
Tobago, where her track was
labeled as "a quality track". The hit
"Delete" has gained Roxxy her first
nominations for awards in cate-
gories for "Best New Female Soca
Artist” and "Best Soca Music
Video" in 2012's 10th annual inter-
national soca awards held in
California. Roxanne redeemed suc-
cessful for the "Best Music Video
Award" in tie with Machel
Montano of Trinidad and Tobago
with his video "Vibes Cyan Done". 

Roxxy has been the featured artist
on mylime.ca in Canada and island-
mix.com in Trinidad to name a few.
Roxxy has performed on shows
opening for artiste like short shirt,
calypso rose, Pantha Vibes
International, Jam Band
International, Kassav Band out of
Guadeloupe /France, Destra Garcia
of TNT , OlaTunji of TNT and most
recently Bracket from Africa and
Benjai of TNT.

Roxxy is an energetic, dedicated
performer and loves to please her
fans. Look out for more hit music
from Roxanne "Roxxy” Webster.   

We are honoured to have Janae
Jackson, Silvina ‘Khandie’ Malone,
and Roxanne ‘Roxxy’ Webster join
us for the First Ever Annual
Caribbean Female Calypso
Competition where she will repre-
sent Dominica and is to be held
right here in Nevis at the Cultural
Complex on July 31st as part of our
Culturama Celebrations for the
43rd year with music being provid-
ed by Legends Band and MCed by
Sandra B and Tommy Joseph from
Trinidad.

We would like to thank our
Platinum Sponsor Surrey Paving &
Aggregate, we would also like to
thank Digicel, St. Kitts-Nevis
Development Bank and L & H
Liquors. 

1st Ever Annual Caribbean Female Calypso Competition: Featured Artiste
Janae Jackson

Dominica

Roxanne Webster

Roxxy

Anguilla

Silvina Malone

aka

Khandie

Montserrat

Lady Wonder

Trinidad &

Tobago
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
SPACE AVAILABLE

Give Us A Call @ 469*5907

Advertising Space is Available
for all your Advertising Needs

LIQUOR LICENCES 
ORDINANCE, 1906
SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘C’
To the Superintendent of Police

I, Jovanny D. Feliz / The New
Atmosphere now residing in Stoney
Grove Street in the town of
Charlestown, Parish of St. John’s do
hereby give you notice.
That it is my intention to apply on 
12th Day of June 2017 next to the
District Magistrate at Charlestown for
a Retail Liquor Licence in respect of
my premises at Stoney Grove Street,
in Charlestown.
Dated this 20th day of June 2017

Signed:   J.D.Feliz

Wanted one Barber.
Please contact Miguel

766-5830 

CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS
REAL ESTATE  REAL ESTATE  EMPLOYMENT  EMPLOYMENT  REAL

Wanted at Alex Barber
Shop one Nail Technician.
Please contact 765-7092

Using your phone while driving is dangerous...
Don’t take a chance on someone else’s life,

drive with some concern

SHALAMAR FASHION WANTED
Experience Person to Cut
and Stitch Call 663-3811

Advisory from The St. Kitts-Nevis Observer...

BEWARE THE SCAMMERS!
Beware of correspondence which purports to

make you rich overnight. DO NOT give out ANY 

Information concerning your credit
card, bank account, phone number

or even your address.
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