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By Loshaun Dixon

Basseterre, St. Kitts – Following
the disappearance and subsequent
death of Basseterre High School
student Leanna Napoleon, the
Ministry of Education is now
implementing additional security
measures in schools to ensure the
incident is not repeated. 

Speaking on radio last week,
William Vincent Hodge, permanent
secretary in the Ministry of
Education, said the ministry is try-
ing to engage the services of three
professionally trained police offi-
cers to work with secondary school
students. He added that the officers
will be referred to as “resource offi-
cers” and will work with a pro-
gramme called TAPS.

Hodge, however, noted that he
could not get too detailed into the
information as the ministry is still
in the discussion phase of the pro-
ject.

“It is a way of being proactive in
terms of helping our schools to be

safer places,” Hodge said. “These
officers have training in dealing
with young people and we are hop-
ing that through their services some
of the safety anxieties that parents
have...would be reduced.” 

The education official stated that
currently there are security guards
at each school doing regular search-
es using a scanner to help detect
any metal instruments that might be
brought onto the premises. He also
said their are other measures that
have been implemented since the
death of Napoleon.

“We saw the need to educate chil-
dren and young people about their
safety, especially within the last
couple of weeks when one of our
students from the BHS unfortunate-
ly disappeared and subsequently
her mortal remains were found,” he
said. “That created a new sense of
purpose for us within the ministry
of education that we have to call on
all adults in the country to be con-
scious of [safey].”
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By Monique Washington

Watisha Browne of
Cole Hill and her
boyfriend, Dwayne
“Fireman” Freeman,
of Rawlins have offi-
cially been charged
with gun possession

and possession with
cannabis with intent to
supply. The couple
was charged along
with a third person,
Natasha Freeman, who
also lives in Rawlins
Village and is the sis-
ter of Dwayne.

On the evening of July
8, officers of the Nevis
Division and the St.
Kitts Nevis Defence
Force executed a
search warrant on the
home of Dwayne, his
sister and her two
minor children. At the

time of the incident,
Brown was also on the
premises. The police
search revealed a large
amount of cannabis,
amounts enough for
“supplying.” Along
with the drugs, police
also discovered one
9mm pistol and eight
rounds of ammunition
on the premises.

The police then took
all occupants of the
home in custody and
later charged and cau-
tion the Freemans and
Browne for the
offences of possession
of firearm, possession
of ammunition, smug-
gling of firearm, pos-
session of cannabis
and possession of

cannabis with intent to
supply.

The police report an
additional search had
them discovering
cannabis plants in a
nearby plot. The crop
was uprooted by offi-
cers and will later be
destroyed.
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Couple Charged with Firearm
Possession, Intent to Supply Drugs

Watisha Browne and Dwayne “Fireman” Freeman

Continued on page 22



Other than the Federal
elections mentioned
last week, The
Electoral Office has a
record of another 12
elections and 1 refer-
endum held in Nevis.
Thus, between 1961
and 2013, at least 25
elections (and 1 refer-
endum on secession)
was conducted.
Nevisians vote on
average once every 2
years. 

We do not have all the
details for the 1967,
1971, 1975 & 1979
elections, but of the
last 9 polls, two each
happened in the
months of February
and July.  There was 1
each in June, August,
September and
December.  Seven of
these polls took place
before mid-month,
two after.

Ten political parties
have are on record as
having contested elec-
tions in Nevis, along
with 7 Independent
candidates.  In recent
times, it has been an
almost straight fight
between the NRP
(which first contested
in 1971), and CCM
(which appeared on
the scene for the 1987
elections).  Since
1987, CCM has won 4

of the elections, NRP
has won 2.   Between
1971 and 1992, the
NRP won every con-
test against PAM,
UNM,  SKNALP &
CCM.   In 1975, all of
the NRP candidates
were returned unop-
posed. 

No Nevis based politi-
cal party has ever
fielded a candidate in
St Kitts at the federal
level, but both St Kitts
based parties have had
Nevisian candidates
for Nevis’ local and
federal elections.

Unlike St Kitts, some
Independent candi-
dates have done quite
well. One of them,
Wilfred Maynard,
actually won his seat
in Ward 8 in 1971; and
only 2 Independents
lost their deposits, thus
making at least 14 can-
didates altogether who
lost deposits during
the period under
review.

In 2011, a record 81%
of registered voters
voted. The lowest turn
out was in 1967 when
only 50.5% voted.  But
to be fair, during the
elections of 1967, ‘71,
‘79 & ’83, some can-
didates were unop-
posed.  There were

never any unopposed
candidates seen on St
Kitts between 1961
and current time.

In 1967, 10% or (179)
of the votes cast were
rejected.  That was the
highest rate.  In recent
times, less than ½ of
1% are rejected.
Nevisians have learnt
how to vote.

In the referendum of
August 1998, only
58% of the electorate
expressed an opinion.
The 38% of them who
said “no” held sway.

All but two of the elec-
tions in Nevis were on
a Monday. One was on
a Friday and the other
on a Tuesday.

Bearing all these
things in mind, when
do you think the next
election – either one –
will take place?

Whenever it/they
is/are called, the elec-
toral office stands
ready to administer a
fair election, where
one man gets one vote
and in the right place.
We will start training
electoral workers
shortly. Vacancies
exist.  

Apply now!

C M Y K
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Advisory from The St. Kitts-Nevis Observer...

BEWARE THE SCAMMERS!
Beware of correspondence which purports to

make you rich overnight. DO NOT give out ANY 

Information concerning your credit
card, bank account, phone number

or even your address.

They were at it again.

CARICOM heads convened in Grenada and first reports were of
infighting. Host Prime Minister spoke about the issues with cricket
and the issues with LIAT. Visiting Prime Minister Browne disagreed
with him on the on the cricket issue while Prime Minister Gonzalves
disagreed on the LIAT issue.  Both visiting Prime Ministers have vest-
ed interest; the WICB is based in Antigua Barbuda and both visitors
have money invested in LIAT.  We have not been told what our Prime
Minister thinks about these issues.

The truth is, both cricket and LIAT have real issues which are well
documented, and neither boards nor governments seems particular-
ly concerned about what the people have to say about these and
other matters.  It is as though once elected and assuming the man-
tle of Prime Minister, these ordinary men become sages of the ages,
who know everything about everything; so there is no need to con-
sult.

Were it not for the public feuds, we the people probably would never
really know many details of the meeting. Therein lies the problem.
There is too much secrecy within CARICOM! 

Now we see that CARICOM has agreed on an open skies policy. Our
research says that this means that individual countries will agree not
to fragment the air space, thus reducing flight times and therefore
costs. They have also agreed to review their tax regimes on region-
al travel.  

Whether that means that your LIAT ticket will no longer show taxes
for intransit touch downs will remain to be seen.  You see, when you
purchase a LIAT ticket you must be prepared to island hop and each
hop charges all kinds of taxes.  If this works to reduce airfares and
improve punctuality of LIAT flights, then the public fights would be all
worth the while.  Whatever the outcome, it would be a shame for LIAT
to become grounded.

Cricket will be a little more complicated because the Board seems to
be a law unto itself, resistant to government and people pressure.

We also note that the Heads have all agreed to watch the implosion
in Venezuela and to say and do very little.  After all, it is an internal
matter and subject to sovereignty rules.   We feel for the people but
the government is our friend.  Recall that when democracy was
under threat here, they all remained silent claiming that there was no
bloodshed.  Sadly, there has been bloodshed in Venezuela and still,
we have chosen to watch without meaningful comment!  Perhaps the
mounting of a mission to that country will be the first step towards a
brokered resolution.

Is it any real surprise that Caribbean people remain skeptical about
CARICOM?

Editorial 
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If you are certain that
neither you nor any of
your loved ones will
ever acquire an infec-
tion, you might think
that antibiotic resis-
tance need not concern
you and anyway that it
is a matter solely for
the medical profes-
sion.  Wrong on both
counts.

Over 70 years ago
infection and trauma
were leading causes of
death.  Then the antibi-
otic era began, the sul-
phur drugs in the
1930’s, penicillin and
many others in the
1940’s and onwards.
Antibiotics  saved mil-
lions who in former
times would have suc-
cumbed to an infec-
tion.  Sadly, seriously
and negligently we
have squandered this
resource.

Let us go back to the
beginning to see what
might be the signifi-
cance of this.  Just
under 4 billion years
ago, single celled life,
bacteria, began on
earth.  These creatures
reproduce by dividing
their cell.  This can
happen in as little as
20 minutes.  In any
new generation there
will be some whose
modified genetic
structure has produced
a cell better adapted to
the latest conditions of
life, and this, as we
will see, is essential to
what we call antibiotic
resistance.  Since the
beginning and ever
afterwards bacteria
have been fighting
each other for avail-
able space and ener-
gy/nutrients.  They
develop weapons
against other bacteria,
and those under attack
evolve defences.
Those defences may
be called antibiotics.
Such a word is not
limited to a prescrip-
tion pill from a doc-
tor’s office.  Bacteria
have defended them-
selves throughout their
existence.  They have
colonised every part of
the planet, their num-
ber is as near to infini-
ty as not to matter.

There are innumerable
species relating to
their surroundings in
different ways.  We are
concerned with their
relationship to human
kind.  In our gut, lining
the intestinal tract,
there may be 100 tril-
lion bacteria of up to
1000 different species,
the total weight of
which is about three
pounds.  They digest
our food for us, and
fight invading
microbes.  Without
them we could not
exist.  Many bacteria
live on the skin and
including those that
emerge from the lungs
or excreta, are some-
times transferred
between people by
skin contact.  Whilst
we could not live with-
out our friendly bacte-
ria there are many
harmful ones
(pathogens) which
cause different kinds
of infection, and
which we must try to
avoid or defeat.
Antibiotics manufac-
tured mainly by the
big drug companies
(Big Pharma) have
helped us to overcome
many infections and
diseases.  However,
continuously over this
period pathogenic bac-
teria have been evolv-
ing defences and now
many of our formerly
powerful antibiotics
are ineffective.  This is
seriously bad news
world wide, and
because there is so
much international
travel strains of resis-
tant bacteria evolving
in one country are
soon transferred to
people in other places.

For the first 30 or so
years from the first use
of penicillin in the
early 1940’s, several
classes of antibiotics
were developed.
Resistance, not yet
global, has evolved
against all of them,
even the carbapenims
and colistin, the drugs
of last resort.  Clearly,
we need many new
classes of antibiotics
now if we are to be
able to continue mod-
ern surgery safely and

deal effectively with
infections.  The prob-
lem is well recognised
at the top level.  It was
on the agenda at the
G20 meeting in
Hamburg.  The World
Health Organisation
has given repeated
warnings about the
appearance of mul-
tidrug resistant super-
bugs (see later).    In
the US the figure
given for drug resis-
tant infection deaths is
23,000 per year, out of
around 2 million hos-
pital acquired infec-
tions.  A striking and
alarming feature is that
a nasty and life threat-
ening infection, car-
bapenim resistant
enterobacteriaceae [
CRE ] occurred in
65000 cases in 2015.
Calculations are that
these infections double
every two years.  So
we expect 130,000
persons in the US to be
infected this year and
260,000 in 2019.
These are dangerous
infections giving rise
to a range of different
symptoms including
urinary tract infec-
tions, pneumonia and
sepsis (which used to
be called blood poi-
soning).  40-50% of
those with sepsis die
of it.  Another fright-
ening aspect of CRE is
that their multiple drug
resistance can be
genetically transferred
to other types of
pathogen, by physical
or near physical con-
tact.

The totality of the
problem is well set out
in excerpts from a
speech by Dr.
Margaret Chan, then

Director General of
WHO in 2016 as fol-
lows:

‘The rise of antimicro-
bial resistance is a
global crisis, recog-
nised as one of the
greatest threats to
health today…
Superbugs haunt hos-
pitals and intensive
care units all around
the world…  Even
with the best of care
only around 50% of
resistant tuberculosis
can be cured…  With
few replacement prod-
ucts in the research
and Development (R
& D) pipeline the

world is heading
towards a post-antibi-
otic era in which com-
mon infections will
once again kill…

This may even bring
the end of modern
medicine as we know
it.  Compelling evi-
dence shows that resis-
tance is driven by the
total volume of antibi-
otics used, also in food
production.  …    What
we need right now is
to use the power that
comes from political
leaders…  We need
national action plans
that amplify the global
action plan…  We

need ways to target all
behaviours that con-
tribute to the misuse of
these fragile
m e d i c i n e s …
Antimicrobial resis-
tance is a slow-motion
tsunami.’

What does she mean
by misuse?  The more
antibiotics you take
over a lifetime, the
more likely it is that
you will develop drug
resistant bacteria.
Calculations are that
30% of all antibiotic
prescriptions are
unnecessary, either

James Milnes Gaskell
Syndicated columnist

Antibiotic Resistance

Continued on page 22
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By Kenan Dudley

Charlestown, Nevis –
Past and present win-
ners of the Junior
Minister Tourism
Youth Congress com-
petition met together
on Wednesday to dis-
cuss their plans for the
future of tourism in
Nevis. The junior min-
isters spoke on a wide
range of topics, includ-
ing sustainable
tourism tactics, cruise
lines and the impor-
tance of keeping Nevis
natural.

The speeches were fol-
lowed by a roundtable
discussion with the
current minister of
tourism, the
Honorable Mark
Brantley. After the dis-
cussions, the junior
ministers opened
themselves up to the
Observer and
explained the impor-
tance of tourism in
their lives, as well as
its value to Nevis.

“Being an ambassador
for so many years, it
has crafted me into
somebody who can go
and speak on tourism,”
said Clayticia Daniels,
Nevis’ Junior Tourism
Minister 2011. “There
[are] so many people
who don’t know about
Nevis, so I love to edu-
cate them about my

island, tell them about
all the places they can
go and all the fun
things they can do.”

The unique opportuni-
ty to be able to repre-
sent the island these
students were born and
raised in on a regional
level at such a young
age has allowed these
junior ministers to
hone their messages
and understand the
roles youth play in the
tourism industry on
Nevis.

“I think youth’s are
involved a lot in
tourism, but they just
don’t know,” said
Rol’J Williams, Nevis’
Junior Tourism
Minister 2014. “Even
schoolchildren walk-
ing home, smiling and
waving at tourists –
that helps with our

tourism products and
that’s what a lot of the
tourists take back with
them.”

The junior ministers
explained how tourism
can be viewed as the
backbone of many
aspects of the econo-
my in Nevis, and how
educating the next
generation of
Nevisians about the
different aspects of
tourism will help
expand the “Nevis
Naturally” ideals.

Something as simple
as making visitors feel
welcome on the island
can go a long way
toward strengthening
Nevis’ draw to
tourists.

“Allowing people to
understand the impact
they’re actually mak-
ing on the industry,
and when people real-
ize the how significant
the little things they
can do, it will entirely
change our mindset
and our perception,”
said Nelia Jones,
Nevis’ Junior Tourism
Minister 2013. “A part
of the tourism brand is
the people. Gradually
we are getting there,
and the Nevis tourism
product will become
more familiar to the
youths.”

The tourism industry
in Nevis is fueled by
the people here, and as
important as the natur-
al beauties surround-
ing this island are, the
smiles and friendly
welcomes by
Nevisians are what
tourists take home
with them, the junior
ministers explained.
Programs such as the
Junior Tourism Youth
Congress will allow
future youths to under-
stand the intricacies of
Nevis’ high quality
tourism product.

Advertise with The St. Kitts-Nevis Observer Newspaper

Junior Tourism
Ministers Describe
Tourism’s Appeal

From left, Rol'J Williams, Devonne Cornelius, Nelia Jones,
Shelisia Glasford, Clayticia Daniel and Minister Mark Brantley

discuss pressing tourism issues in Nevis
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By Monique Washington

The minister in charge
of tourism on Nevis,
the Honourable Mark
Brantley, sat recently
with both current and
past youth junior min-
isters to have a dialog
on tourism matters on
the island.

The dialog took place
July 11 at Brantley’s
office at the Social
Security Building on
the Pinney’s Industrial
site.

Each junior tourism
minister gave a three-
minute presentation,
which led to a sit down
and discussion with
the minister, where
each topic was dis-
cussed. Junior
Minister Claytica
Daniel (2011) spoke
on the topic “Wildlife
and Tourism,” Junior
Minister Neila Jones
(2013) spoke on the
topic “Branding
Nevis,” Rol’J
Williams (2014) spoke
on the topic “Inter-
regional Travel as it
Relates to Nevis’ and
the current junior min-
ister, Devonne
Cornelius, spoke on
the topic “Economic
Benefits of Tourism on
the Island of Nevis.”
All topics were chosen
by the presenters.

Cornelius of the
Gingerland Secondary
School was named the
new junior tourism
minister in Nevis by

the Junior Minister
Tourism Youth
Congress competi-
tion May 19 at the
Nevis Performing Arts
Center (NEPAC). The
competition mirrored a
roundtable discussion
of Caribbean ministers
and commissioners of
tourism that discuss
Caribbean tourism-
related matters. He
will represent Nevis in
Grenada for the
Regional Tourism
Youth Congress in
October. The Youth
Junior Minister pro-
gramme is now in its
10th years in Nevis.

Brantley said the day’s
event included “very
stimulating discus-
sions with our current
and former youth min-
isters of tourism on the
future of tourism in the
island of Nevis; a very
valuable exchange
with very valuable
insight and contribu-
tions from our youth,”
he said.

The Observer spoke
with the coordinator of
the dialog, Shelaugh
James, who noted the
importance of such
dialog.

“I thought it was
extremely important
for young people to
put their vocal points
across to the current
minister of tourism,”
she said. “For those
[who] did come, they
were powerful scintil-
lating; they were great.

T h e i r
engagement
with the
m i n i s t e r
was fantas-
tic. I think
everybody
who was
here would
have bene-
fited from
today’s dia-
log.”

She said
that the
m i n i s t r y
m a d e
a t t e m p t s
last year to
stage a dia-

log with the ministers
and youth and
tourisms, but they
were unavailable. “But
this year, we tried to
pull everybody ,” she
said, though some
other junior ministers
had other engagements
and were unable to
attend

Also in attendance
were acting permanent
secretary in tourism,
John Hanley; tourism
officer Dorson Ottley;
and former Nevis
Youth Minister
Shelisia Glasford
(2008).

Junior Tourism Ministers Meet With Tourism Minister

l-r; Devonne Cornelius, Rol'J Williams, Neila Jones, Shelisia Glasford, Clayticia Daniel and Min. Brantley
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By Monique Washington
and
Zoe Bendeito, Observer Intern

The impact of the large donkey
population has not only impacted
farmers and residents, but also
hotels on the island.

Recently, Carlisle Powell, a senator
in the Nevis Island Administration,
reportedly accused the Ministry of
Agriculture of slaughtering don-
keys on the island and disposing of
their carcasses in inhumane ways.
The Observer has substantiated part
of his claims by witnessing donkey
decomposing carcasses in various
vacant lots on the island, however,
there was no indication of who did
the slaughtering.

The Observer spoke with the owner
of the Hermitage Inn, Richard
Lupinacci, on Thursday. He
revealed the impact the donkey
problem is having at his hotel.

“Guests complain at night when
[the donkeys] break into the hotel
yard, and the snorting and running
up and down next to the guest
rooms,” Lupinacci said. “We try to
keep nice landscaping, but when
donkeys break in, they rip up all the
nice landscaping.”

Lupinacci noted that the problems
the donkeys have caused did not
happen overnight, but have been a
problem for more than 20 years,
and if the donkey population con-
tinues to grow, it will not be viable
to the people and island of Nevis.

“We have donkeys in the number of
thousands,” he said. “Not dozens.
Not hundreds, but thousands. There
are well over 2,000 on the island
now. Two donkeys require one acre
of land per year. We don’t have the
facilities to support the donkey
population like that, which is why
they are such a problem.”

Lupinacci has claimed that he pre-
viously tried to get the government
to do something about the increas-
ing donkey population, but NIA
hasn’t paid much attention. He said
that he agrees with the culling of
the animals, if done in a humane
way.

“I speak as a resident, someone
who farms, someone who is in
tourism and also a animal lover,” he
said. “I speak as someone who is
concerned about the community
and the whole welfare of the island.
At the present, the large number of
these donkeys damages the welfare
of the island,” he said.

When questioned about other meth-
ods of dealing with the donkey
population, he gave other options,
but reasons why they might not
work. “Exporting them is one
option,” he said, “but we can’t
because they carry diseases.
Starting a donkey sanctuary
requires thousands of acres and we
don’t have that. We don’t have the
facilities to support the donkey
population like that, which is why
they are such a problem.”

Lupinacci claims that he became

very concerned with the donkey sit-
uation when people began dis-
cussing it in the international press.

“I was concerned when some well-
intention ex-pats picked up this
(donkey culling) and started run-
ning to the international press say-
ing this is a cruel, horrible island
[that is] killing donkeys [for no rea-
son]; that was wrong,” he said.

The Observer notes that recently
the disposal of the animal carcasses
has appeared not to be as public and
careless as in past.

Decomposing bodies of donkeys dumped earlier (file photo)

Donkey ‘Problem’ Is Exactly That
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By Loshaun Dixon

Basseterre, St. Kitts –
The planned construc-
tion of a new prison on
St. Kitts will improve
the government’s abil-
ity to implement cer-
tain rehabilitation pro-
grammes for inmates,
improve overall secu-
rity amongst prisoners
and possibly avoid a
similar incident that
occurred in Guyana
earlier this week.

In February, the prime
minister and minister
of national security,
Dr. Timothy Harris,
announced that the
government had allo-
cated more than $2
million for the design
and tender process for
the construction of a
new prison in St. Kitts.
“I am pleased to report
that in 2017, we have
made provision for
significant work on
the new correctional
facility to be built in
Estridge, so we have
provided $2 million
plus for the design of
this facility,” said
Harris.

In an interview with
the Observer on
Monday, Permanent
Secretary Osmond
Petty of the Ministry
of National Security
stated that the con-
struction is still in its
design stage and a
recent meeting with
the architects allowed
a look at a preliminary
design.

“We are looking some-

where around
November to have
final drawings done,”
Petty said. “After that,
we will be looking at
securing funding and
tendering.”

Petty added that over-
crowding at the cur-
rent facility restricts
the government in
implanting some of
the rehabilitation pro-
grammes they have
planned. “The present
prison is overcrowded
and there is only so
much that you can
do,” he said. “We have
some major rehabilita-
tion programmes tak-
ing place, but [it] is
cramped for space to
do proper programmes
and rehabilitate pris-
oners.”

He also spoke to the
importance of a new
facility and how a
lager prison will also
lead to improved secu-
rity

“There was big out-
break in Guyana
recently,” he said. “We
want to ensure that
nothing like that hap-
pens and so the
cramped facilities
need to be addressed
very urgently. It is
very important that we
get a prison going in
the near future. It is
important for proper
security. It is impor-
tant for proper rehabil-
itation programmes
and, generally, we
need a new prison.”

Petty admitted not

having enough details
surrounding the
Guyana incident, but
speculated that the
incident may have
been started due, in
part, to overcrowding.

“I have not had an in-
depth report as to what
is the cause and I will
assume that it has to
do with overcrowding
and the lack of facili-
ties and maybe lack of
security for prisoners
because prisoners
should not be able to
get access to inflam-
matory material,” he
said.

Petty also spoke to the
security measures now
being implemented at
the current Her
Majesty’s Prison
Facility.

“We have been doing
that all along as we
stand right now, we
have a full body scan-
ner that should be on
its way shortly and we
have put CCTV cover-
age all over the
prison,” he said.
“Every section of the
prison is under full
CCTV surveillance.
Nobody can enter the
prison without being

searched properly, but
we continue to face
challenges with occa-
sionally finding con-
traband, but that is
why we need the scan-
ner.”

According to reports
in Guyana, prisoners
set three fires in the
country’s main prison
facility, which resulted
in it burning to the
ground and killing a
prison officer.
According to reports,
the fires were set in an
effort to create a diver-
sion to allow multiple
inmate to escape the

facility. The fire
caused the prisoners to
be housed in a build-
ing that is home to the
Prison Officers’ Sports
Club a few yards
away. It is also report-
ed that up to a half
dozen prisoners are on
the run following the
fire.

The Her Majesty’s
Prison in Basseterre
currently houses 183
people, according
reports earlier this
year, and the facility
was only designed to
house 60.

New Prison to Improve Rehabilitation, Security

Her Majesties Prison Basseterre



By Kenan Dudley

One month after a visit
to Taiwan – officially

known as the Republic
of China – by a dele-
gation led by Prime
Minister Timothy

Harris, Taiwan’s
Ministry of Foreign
affairs announced 10
Caribbean and Latin
American countries
could travel to the
country visa-free in an
effort to extend the
good will between
Taiwan and its allies.

“Given the importance
of its enduring friend-
ships with these diplo-
matic partners, and
acting upon the princi-
ples of mutual benefit
and reciprocity and a
further desire to
strengthen the devel-
opment of bilateral
relations, the ROC
decided to grant visa-
free privileges,” said a
statement from
Taiwan’s Ministry of
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Taiwan Announces Visa
Free Travel for St. Kitts

and Nevis, Other
Caribbean Allies

 

Invitation to Bid  Spa Therapist 
 

 
Project Title:    Spa Therapist 

  

Ross University School of Veterinary Medicine (RUSVM) hereby solicits proposals for an on 

campus Spa Therapist. RUSVM is located in West Farm on St. Kitts with a campus community, 

including students and colleagues, of about 1,500 persons. 

 

RUSVM requires a Spa Therapist to provide professional and quality spa treatments and services 

to students, staff and faculty on its campus starting August 7th 2017.  

 

All bidders should enclose a proposal to provide the services and treatments, which ought to 

include, but is not limited to the following: 

 

1. Copies of Massage Therapy Diploma, Degree or License.  

2. Proof of St. Kitts and Nevis business license. 

3. Evidence of at least two years full-time experience working as a Spa Therapist or 

having managed a successful spa enterprise in the Federation of St. Kitts and Nevis. 

4. List of spa services with corresponding rates. 

5. Curriculum Vitae (CV)  

  

Please submit all bids in sealed envelopes no later than 12pm on Monday, July 24th 2017.  

Bids should be submitted to: 

 

Attn: Adele Straun  

Ross University School of Veterinary Medicine 

PO Box 334 

West Farm 

St. Kitts 

 

For queries, please contact: 

Adele Straun at 869-465-4161 x 401-117 or Email: astraun@rossvet.edu.kn 

 

Late submissions will not be accepted. 

  

Continued on page 22

PM Dr. Timothy Harris led the delegation



By Loshaun Dixon

Basseterre, St. Kitts
- The government of
St. Kitts and Nevis has
announced plans to
name one of the
round-abouts in
Frigate Bay after the
late Alceo “Archie”
Zuliani, proprietor of
the Royal St. Kitts
Hotel.

Zuliani established
Trans-Americainvest
(St. Kitts) Limited,
which developed the
iconic 18-acre Royal
St. Kitts Hotel and
Casino property in
Frigate Bay. He was
also instrumental in
introducing the
investor behind the
Royal St. Kitts Beach
Resort, which is now
known as the St. Kitts
Marriott Resort and
Royal Beach Casino,
and is also credited as
a pioneer who helped
to develop the tourism
industry in St. Kitts
and Nevis since in the
early 1980s.

He became a fixture in
the local community
through his employ-
ment of hundreds of
Kittitians and

Nevisians, as well as
through his long-
standing charitable
contributions to orga-
nizations such as the
St. Christopher
Children’s Home, to
which he provided
Christmas lunch and
gifts and monetary
donations.

The prime minister of
St. Kitts and Nevis, Dr.
Timothy Harris,
reflected in a press
release all the contri-
butions Zuliani made
toward the socio-eco-
nomic development of
St. Kitts and Nevis in
the area of tourism.

“We have lost an
investor who had a
huge heart of love for
our people and for our
country,” Harris said.
“In good times and in
bad times, Archie
Zuliani remained com-
mitted to St. Kitts and
Nevis.”

He also made the
announcement of nam-
ing a round-about in
frigate bay in his hon-
our. “I would also
want to advise the
national community
that cabinet at its

meeting yesterday
took a decision to
rename one of the
round-abouts in the
Frigate Bay area as a
mark of our show of
appreciation for his
outstanding contribu-
tion to the develop-
ment of tourism-relat-
ed services and prod-
ucts to St. Kitts and
Nevis.”

Tourism Minister
Lindsay Grant also
spoke to the role
Zuliani played in help-

ing to establish a
robust tourism sector
in the federation.

“It will be remiss of
me to not say anything
on the passing of
Zuliani, who has been
an iconic figure in the
tourism industry,” he
said. “Although he
was ill for a very long
time, his brand and his
business still contin-
ued vibrantly under
the leadership of his
son. We in the tourism
industry...are really

grateful for the
upwards of 30 years of
his dynamic engage-
ment with this tourism
industry and I have to
lend my condolences
to the family.”

Opposition senator
Nigel Carty also
weighed in on the
passing and to offer
condolences to the
family. “He was one of
the architects of the
tourism sector here in
St Kitts and Nevis,”
Carty said. “He has

been very kind to the
people of St. Kitts and
Nevis, generally those
who had the good for-
tune to be employed
by him at his establish-
ment and to many oth-
ers.”

Zuliani died last
Friday in Canada and
is survived by his wife,
Iveta, and his son,
John. He was 77.
Ambassador Michael
Powell represented the
federation at Zuliani’s
funeral.
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Government to Rename Frigate
Round-About in Honour of Zuliani

Alceo “Archie” Zuliani
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Get an inside look at
science as it happens
in the Caribbean. This
week, we shine a light
into a world of dark-
ness in the field on St.
Kitts.

Beyond the narrow
beam of the headlamp,
the world is dark.
There are no street-
lights here, and the
forest canopy blocks
out the moon and stars
completely. A festival
of sounds fills the cool
air: chirps and tweets
and the ping of the
mountain blacksmith.

A river runs through
the forest, right here at
my feet. It swirls
through the holes in
my Crocs and around
my toes. It does this
because I'm the sort of
person who walks up a

rocky forest stream in
the dark, alone, in my
Crocs. And because, at
the moment, that's my
job.

Field work at night is
an adventure. It is
mysterious, sometimes
holding a hint of dan-
ger. To be alone in
nature is a great joy.
The solitude at night is
immersive and
absolute.

The night is a critical
time for studying all
kinds of animals, too.
A half-hour walk from
here, a team of scien-
tists are catching bats
with near-invisible
mist nets. I'm search-
ing this stream for
crayfishes and other
nighttime aquatics.
Every few meters a
Cane Toad jumps into

the stream with a plop.

The beam of the head-
lamp is fantastic for
one's focus. It is easier
to spot camouflaged
critters like stick
insects. Whatever is in
that small circle of
light is sharp and clear.
Free from the need to
process a full field of
vision, he mind wan-
ders. What is this
stream like in a wetter
year? How long have
people depended on it
for water? Why are
there no river gobies
swimming here?
When was the last
time it ran all the way
to the sea?

Satisfied that I had
spotted every crayfish
species living here, I
began to head back
downstream. My

thoughts drifted back
towards the rest of the
world. Were the bat
people having a good
night? Were they frus-

trated and ready to pull
down their nets and go
home?

I brushed a branch that
was hanging over the
stream and it explod-
ed. Zebra Longwing
butterflies roost

together at night and
this was their chosen
spot. Dozens of pairs
of tiny wings flapped
against my face and

arms in a swirl of
black and yellow. I
stopped for a minute to
watch as they settled
back down one by one.
Then I started down
again, towards the
team and the truck and
the town below.

Mr. Kevel Lindsey of
the Environment
Awareness Group
(EAG) is the Lead
Researcher and author

of these articles. They
have just completed
two field visits to St.
Kitts and Nevis where
they researched the
flora and fauna in our
rain forest.
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FEATURED SHORT

Five Articles About Our Local Flora and Fauna

The delicate Zebra Longwing butterfly.

An invasive Cane Toad “hides” underwater.

To Our Valued Customers

CULTURAMA is here
Yes it’s that time of the year! 

To take advantage of 

Our BIG Discounts. 

Advertise your business 

for the 

CULTURAMA SEASON 

& SEND YOUR 

CULTURAMA GREETINGS !
Advertise now and receive a 

 10% Discount on any 

Culturama Promotion and 

15% on any Full page 
Full Colour Ad, 

advertise and save for the

Month of July

DISCOUNTS WILL BE GIVEN 

ON ADVERTS RANGING FROM

1/4 PAGE AND UP

For more information 

please call our office at 

Tel. # 469-5907

Or Email us at observnv@sisterisles.kn

3  By the Light of the Headlamp

/ 466-4994



By Loshaun Dixon

Basseterre, St. Kitts –
Cultural Preservationist
Winston ‘Zack’ Nisbett is
gearing up to focus on the fife
as he hosts the 11th annual tra-
ditional music workshop at his
historical/cultural library and
museum in Buckley’s Estate.

Nisbett, who has been the
coordinator for this workshop
since its inception, spoke
exclusively with the Observer,
stating this year’s workshop
will be with a focus on disci-
pline. He added that the theme
for the workshop is
“Discipline Is Key.”

“In order to produce effective
music you must be disciplined and
that is what was being taught over
the years,” he said, stating that the
tutor for the workshop will be
Robert ‘Bobby’ Martin, who has
been involved in music for more
than 50 years. “He is an exception-
al musician and he has dedication
to deal with the children,” Nisbett
said.

He said the age range for attendees
of the workshop is from 4-14. “It is
a beneficial workshop because we
have children starting from the age
of 4 and it is a whole repertoire of
students,” he said. “We have incul-
cated into the workshops and [they]
came out successful. We prefer
from 4 to age 14, as they are the
ones more suitable for learning.
When they get older, we see them
turn to different avenues. So, it is
always better to target the younger
ones because they are more posi-
tive and it blends within them.”

He added that rather than them
being involved in activities “out of
the way,” it is better they learn the
skill of music.

“Music is a universal custom that
sends messages like language and
if they can stay discipline and learn
to play the instrument, they will be
able to make a dollar for them-
selves,” he said.

He then highlighted some of the
benefits of attending the workshop.

“They are able to become more
self-sufficient because when we go
out to play and the benefits go to
them,” he said. “Some of them their
grandmothers and parents tell me
that in over a year, some of the chil-
dren had accumulated over $2,000
playing for functions, churches and
funerals.”

Nisbett said the instruments that
will be taught are the ukulele banjo,
quarto and the guitar, but emphasis

will be made on the playing of the
fife.

“The fife is an essential part of the
music that is deteriorating and we

are going to teach them to make
the fife and blow in the fife made
from PVC pipe,” he said. “We
want to establish that every one of
the students [who] comes into the
workshop [that] we are going to
have special emphasis on the
fife.” 

He added that a number of indi-
viduals have already registered for
the workshop, which will include
learning about discipline and his-
tory as well as music.

Nisbett stated that the camp will
be held for the first time at his new
location in Buckley’s Estate and
the new environment will be bet-
ter.
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Traditional Music Workshop to Focus on Fife
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By Monique Washington

Ren Biao, the Chinese
national who has been
accused of swindling
more than US$100
million from a
Chinese-state firm, is
currently awaiting a
meeting with Chinese
authorities so he can
have settled his posi-
tion based on his
intention to return to
China, according to
his attorney.

The Observer previ-
ously reported the

issue when a report
from the Carib
Update’s News Break
and broadcaster Oslyn
Crosby stated that the
Beijing government
had received no corpo-
ration from the gov-
ernment of St. Kitts
and Nevis concerning
the individual who is a
citizen by investment
and is accused of
swindling from a
Chinese-state firm.

The Observer contact-
ed Biao’s attorney,
Chesley Hamilton, on

Wednesday. Hamilton
revealed they are cur-
rently awaiting certain
information.

“We are to find out if
the local authorities
investigations [have]
ended, is completed,
ongoing or outstand-
ing,” he said. “We are
waiting [on] that status
of their investigations.
He is waiting for
his passport [and] to
meet with the Chinese
authorities so that he
can have  settled his
position based on his

intention to return to
China,” he said. 

In the South China
Morning Post, it was
quoted that “Ren’s
lawyer, Chesley
Hamilton, said his
client ‘absolutely’
refuted the scope and
financial dimensions
of the accusations and
wanted to return to
China with the protec-
tion, however limited,
of his St Kitts and
Nevis passport. He
said Ren admitted he
was involved in

‘some’ business deals
that might have left
some people out of
pocket, but that he was
not guilty as charged.
He does not want to be
marched off a plane in
handcuffs, Hamilton
said of his client.”

Attorney Hamilton
told the Observer that
nothing has changed
since speaking with
the South China
Morning Post.

The article further
states that “In May
2014, he was under-
stood to have been
made the subject of an
Interpol red notice fol-
lowing a request from
Beijing, and in April
this year he was on an
updated list of 22 top
fugitives whose per-
sonal details – includ-
ing residential

addresses – China
released to global
media. Beijing
accused Ren of fleeing
China after he abused
his position as head of
20 companies to amass
more than US$100
million through fraud-
ulently secured bank
loans and bogus busi-
ness deals. He is also
accused of milking
millions more out of
unsuspecting family
members and friends.”

Biao and his wife were
detained by local
authorities May 30 and
released 72 hours later.
According to a police
press release, the cou-
ple was detained for
questioning by the
police in connection
with a “red notice”
issued by Interpol in
2014.

Ren Biao

Biao Still Awaiting To Meet With
Chinese Authority

AD SPACE FOR RENT...
GIVE US A CALL TODAY.

Tel: 469-5907
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By Monique Washington

Twenty calypsonians
are set to
perform tomorrow Fri
day in the first round
of Kaiso competition
for Culturama 43
Senior Kaiso Fiesta.

Culturama 43 will be
held under the theme
“Our Festival. Our
Legacy. Culturama
43” and will run
from July 27-Aug. 8.

Speaking with the
Observer on
Wednesday, the chair-
man of the Culturama
43 Senior Kaiso
Fiesta, Keith Glasgow,
revealed the 20 calyp-
sonians scheduled to
take part in the compe-
tition and the position
in which they sing:
They are Enforcer,
Baker, Pupa Wheler,
Mr. Musing, Wingy,
Gero, Daddy Nature,
Irwin, Charis D, Lady
Hammon, Westside,
Daddy Fresh Cole,
Rako B, Black Hat,
Polo, Lustman, Astro,
A d a d o w a h ,
Hollywood and
Murray. The caly-
posians would have
participated in a num-
ber tents during the
Culturama season.

The competition will
see the number of
calypsonians reduced
to nine and those nine
will compete against
the reigning king, Dis
and Dat, Aug. 5 in the
Culturama 43 Senior
Kaiso Fiesta.

Glasgow revealed that
this, to his knowledge,
will be the first time
such a large number of

calypsoians will be
competing on the
Culturama Stage. This
year, the committee
decided to omit the
eliminations process
and to send all the
Calyposians to the
semifinals. Chairman
of Culturama
explained that the rea-
sons for the omition of
the elimination was
because of the
renewed interest form
participants.

“We wanted to give
the calypsonians,
especially those from
the community festi-
val, an opportunity to
perform on the big
stage to perform
alongside the seasoned
calypsonians, who
have been around for a
very long
time,” Glasgow said.
He said by doing this,
the eliminations have
been taken out and all
those registered will
be able to perform at
Kaiso tents and semi-
finals.

He noted that commu-
nity festivals held
throughout Nevis late
last year and this year
helped to boost the
interest in calypso.
The St. Thomas
Festival, Gingerama
and the recently con-
cluded Winfest all had
calypso competitions
as part of their festi-
vals.

The competition will
be held at 7 p.m. July
15 at the newly open
Cultural Village. The
Senior Kaiso Fiesta
will be held at 9 p.m.
Aug. 5 at the Cultural
Center.

Culturama 43 Semifinals Set For Tomorrow

Using your phone while driving is dangerous...
Don’t take a chance on someone else’s life.
Drive with others in mind, Drive Safely!



By Loshaun Dixon

Basseterre, St. Kitts –
The prime minister of
St. Kitts and Nevis, Dr.
Timothy Harris, has
defended the appoint-
ment of former
Jamaican Defence
Force official Maj.
Gen. Stewart Saunders
to the post of national
security adviser. 

According to reports,
Saunders was chief of
defence staff of the
Jamaica Defence
Force during the
much-talked about
Tivoli Gardens inci-
dent in 2010, which
saw at least 73 people
killed by security
forces in an effort to
apprehend Christopher
“Dodus” Coke.
Saunders’ appointment
came under scrutiny
by opposition mem-
bers when it was
announced last week.

Speaking last week on
public radio, the leader
of the opposition, the
Right Honourable Dr.
Denzil L. Douglas,
voiced his concerns on
the appointment due,
he said, to Saunders’
involvement in the
incident.

According to a report
in the Jamaica
Gleaner, a three-mem-
ber tribunal that inves-
tigated the incident
delivered a stinging
rebuke of the leader-
ship provided by
Saunders and retired
Police Commissioner
Owen Ellington.
However the commis-
sion never recom-
mended that Saunders
be barred from leading
or otherwise partici-
pating in future securi-
ty operations.

“CDS Saunders, COP
Ellington, ACP
[ A s s i s t a n t

C o m m i s s i o n e r
Granville] Gause and
DSP [Deputy
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t
Warren] Turner are not
included in our recom-
mendation because
they are no longer
serving members of
the JDF and JCF,” the
commission wrote.

Speaking at a sitting of
National Assembly,
however, Harris
defended the appoint-
ment by indicating that
Saunders outper-
formed all the other
applications received
and boasted competen-
cies unmatched in the
region.  He said that
the government, in
making the appoint-
ment, has satisfied a
legal obligation in
relation to appointing
someone to the post
and he also referenced
the responsibilities of
the national security
adviser to shed light

on how the individual
will function.

“The law says that he
should advise and
make recommenda-
tions on proposed poli-
cies on national securi-
ty and on matters per-
taining to security
issues,” Harris said.
“He should contribute
to the formulation of
national security poli-
cies and he should
serve on any commit-
tee, commission,
board or authority that
deals with issues of
national security at the
direction of the prime
minister. He represents
the government at the
direction of the prime
minister at national,
regional and interna-
tional meetings where
the subject matter
engages upon the
security interest of St.
Christopher and
Nevis. He is responsi-
ble for gathering and
collating information
and intelligence on
national security mat-
ter and collaborating if
necessary on local
regional and interna-
tional agencies involv-
ing intelligence gath-
ering and analysis.”

Harris further added
that the national secu-
rity adviser is a very
important post in the
national security struc-
ture of the federation.

“By as been outlined
and prescribed by law,
this post is distinct
from the role of com-
missioner of police
and commander of the
defence force, and it is
distinct from the role
of the permanent sec-
retary yet this is one of
most senior person in
the security system,”
he said. “The office
holder should bring his
expert knowledge and
experience to bare on
policy formulation on
implementation.”

Harris then gave an
overview as to how
they arrived at the
appointment of

Saunders, indicating
the search began
November 2016.

“On Nov. 29, 2016,
and the days and
weeks following, the
Ministry of National
Security in major
newspapers, over
radio stations in print
and electronic media
online, invit[ed] mem-
ber of the public to
apply for the post,” he
said. “Additionally,
invitations were sent
to police forces and
other security organi-
zations in the region.
Interested applicants
were required to sub-
mit letters of interest
and supporting docu-
ments by Jan. 16. At
the close of the period
of advertisement, only
three applications
were received. Harris
indicated that two of
the applicants were
nationals of St. Kitts
and Nevis and one was
from Dominica. After
due consideration, the
Ministry of National
Security determined
that none of the three
had the experience or
training for the role.

“All three of them
functioned too low in
the hieratical structure

of the organization in
which they last
worked or presently
worked to bring much
in terms of leadership
and experience,”
Harris said. “In our
efforts to fill this very
vital post, my govern-
ment ensured that we
reach out further to the
region for support and
assistance.”

The prime minister
disclosed that they
reached out to regional
bodies such as the
Regional Security
System (RSS) and
Caricom IMPACS to
solicit assistance in
sourcing a suitable
individual. The wider
search produced two
new applicants.

“The second batch
produced two new
applications, with very
strong recommenda-
tions,” Harris said.
“One was a
Trinidadian-born pro-
fessor in security relat-
ed fields at the point of
retirement in the USA.
The second applicant
was retired Maj. Gen.
Stewart Saunders of
Jamaica.”
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PM Defends Saunders’ Appointment
Amid Opposition’s Concerns

PM Dr. Timothy Harris
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Director of Revenue Strategy 

JOB SUMMARY 

  

Responsible for maximizing revenue and profit associated with rooms and function 

space in participating cluster properties. Position is accountable for preparing forecasts, 

budgets and projections, as well as pricing, positioning and inventory management. 

Oversees processes associated with demand, revenue, forecasting, inventory 

management and opportunity analysis. Works with the sales strategy team to develop 

the hotel(s)’ sales strategy and ensure implementation. Identifies future revenue 

opportunities and effectively communicates strategies to the sales organization. 

 

Education and Experience  

• 4-year bachelor's degree in Business Administration, Finance and Accounting, 

Economics, Hotel and Restaurant Management, or related major; minimum 4 

years work experience required as a Director of Revenue Management (or similar 

position). 

 

Director of Finance & Accounting 

 

Job Summary 

Functions as the property’s strategic financial business leader.  The position champions, 

develops and implements property-wide strategies that deliver products and services to 

meet or exceed the needs and expectations of the brand’s target customer and property 

employees.  The position provides the financial expertise to enable the successful 

implementation of the brand service strategy and brand initiatives while maximizing the 

return on investment.  In addition, creates and executes a business plan that is aligned 

with the property and brand’s business strategy and focuses on the execution of 

financial and accounting activities and the delivery of desirable financial results. 

 

Education and Experience  

• 4-year bachelor's degree in Finance and Accounting; Master’s degree 

preferred.  Minimum 3 years’ experience as a hotel Director of Finance at a property or 

resort with over 400 guest rooms and over 4 restaurant outlets. Previous Marriott 

finance experience required. 
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Harris said that inter-
views were held with
the two candidates in
May and the Jamaica
wowed the panel of
interviewers with what
he was brining to the
table.

“The report from the
interview panel highly
favoured Maj. Gen.
Saunders,” Harris
said. “When the scores
were tabulated, the
professor got about 54
percent, while the
major had 86 percent.
In summarizing, the
interviewing panel
found that Saunders
would bring a number

of competences to the
position few [people]
within the region and
hemisphere could
compete.”

He added that
Saunders will bring to
St. Kitts and Nevis
more than 40 years of
public service and
dealing with crime at
the operational, strate-
gic and policy level.

“This is a man [who]
has been there and has
done that and has a
story to tell to the
world,” Harris said.
“Second, [he has] the
knowledge and experi-
ence in dealing with
crime at national,

regional and interna-
tional levels. Third,
[he has] knowledge
and experience in the
development of criti-
cal legislation and
policies to improve
anti-crime efforts.
Fourth, [he has] first-
hand knowledge of the
transformation process
and the law enforce-
ment organisation to
enhance public safety.
[And] fifth, [he has]
advice on the unifica-
tion of government
ministries for the
national security
effort.”

Harris stated that
Saunders must help

the area in intelli-
gence-gathering capa-
bilities and will also
bring specific knowl-
edge relating to terror-
ism in the Caribbean.
“Terrorism has now
been flagged as one of
the highest concern to
the U.S. government
in the hemisphere,”
Harris said.

Harris, who is also the
minister of national
security, said Saunders
had been involved in
the Grenada difficulty
of 1979-1983 and was
honoured as a result of
the leadership in rela-
tion to those events.

“Clearly all of these

competences and more
outlined by the inter-
view panel as to why
they preferred Major
Saunders are neces-
sary competences for
this job,” Harris said.
“Major Saunders has
played a major role
and led in legislative
reform in Jamaica,
including develop-
ment of anti-gang leg-
islation. This is some-
thing that our commis-
sioner of police has
asked to become more
aggressive in its
implementation.”

Harris said some of
Saunders’ achieve-
ments as a national
security official in
Jamaica included the
DNA Evidence Act,
the Road Traffic Act,
the transformation of
national forensic and
the establishment of
an anti-corruption
branch in Jamaica.

“So, when you look at
all of these, these are
matter[ing] now…in
terms of our own secu-
rity action plan and
bringing on board at
this time a man with a
wealth of knowledge –
theoretical and practi-
cal – and who has
operated at tactical
strategic and policy
levels to all of these
matters,” Harris said.

He also noted that
Saunders will help
bring back belief in the
communities by tar-
geting at-risk youth to
move them away from
violence. “He under-
stands that better than
most,” Harris said, by
“drawing on his expe-
rience that the overde-
pendence on the club
stick approach through
the deployment of
security forces is not
the silver bullet to
solve criminality in
the long run.”

Harris also spoke to
Saunders’ involve-
ment in the Tivoli
Gardens incident. “It
was the major gener-
al’s job to restore order
and to bring those
criminal gangsters to
justice, and he did just

that.”

He added that the
interviewing panel
read thoroughly the
report on the affair and
he was assured that
there is nothing in the
report that associated
Saunders with any
criminal activity with
respect to that opera-
tion.

“We have made sever-
al inquiries pertaining
to the suitability of
Saunders for the posi-
tion and our findings
have confirmed the
initial impressions and
verdict of the inter-
view panel,” Harris
said, noting that no
charges were ever
brought against
Saunders from the
Commission of
Inquiry.

“He completed his ser-
vice at the Jamaica
Defence Force at the
highest level, retiring
in October 2010 under
a Jamaica Labour
Party Government. In
2012, the government
brought him back to
serve as a senior con-
sultant and national
security advisor to
Minister Peter Buntin
of the Peoples
National Party.
Succeeding govern-
ments in Jamaica had
confidence in this
major to promote him
after the Dodus affair.
So here it is he went in
to restore order in a
political environment,
which Dodus was
wanted and after that
incident rather than
being demoted…he
was being lifted up
and promoted.”

Harris also stated that
Saunders was also
appointed permanent
secretary in the
Ministry of National
Security in Jamaica in
2013 and despite a
change of government
in February 2016,
Saunders continued in
that role. He also
noted that Saunders
has been a lecturer at
the University of the
West Indies since
2012.

PM Defends Saunders’ Appointment Amid Opposition’s Concerns
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He noted that parents have an
important role to play in assisting
children in monitoring their own
safety.

“We are expecting parents to play a
very important role and begin to
sensitize their children to get them
to become more aware they have to
be somewhat responsible for their
own safety,” he said. He added
these type of incidents happening
to young people should cause the
public to be outraged 

“Every Kittitian and Nevisian
should be outrage over the tragic
death of Leanna Napoleon,” he
said. “In a way, safety has taken on
somewhat of a different look in the
ministry 

Chief Education Officer Dr. Tricia
Esdaile also spoke about how the
ministry of education looks at
school safety in a holistic fashion. 

“So, while there is that component
of school safety that would address
matters of violence, there are issues
of safety that speak to the physical
part,” she said. “[We have to look
at] infrastructure as well as training
and resources we provide to
schools.”

She disclosed that currently the
ministry is in partnerships with
NEMA, USAID and the fire and
police departments to develop a
comprehensive programme for
school safety in St Kitts and Nevis.

“Earlier this year, we would have
had a training for teachers and they
would have been exposed to

method on how to develop school
safety programs, development of
school evacuation plans, how to
perform and execute drills,” she
said. She further indicated that they
are looking to do more training this

coming school year in addition to
drilling safety and evacuation safe-
ty plans.

“We would also be looking at
things such as basic first aid,” she

said. “All of this comes together to
help part of the larger national pro-
gram of developing a national
school safety policy [that] guides to
how schools function and execute
[these plans and policies].”
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“At the end of the workshop, we
will have a graduation ceremony
and [they] will get a chance to dis-
play what they have learnt,” he
said. “This year, we have some-
thing special we want to reveal, but
I [will] announce it when it is in
full swing and give you the score
about it.”

The workshop will also feature
many guest speakers’ interaction
with the attendees. “We have spe-
cial speakers coming in – police,
people in the community who have
had high standing and ministers of
religion, we get them to come and
speak to them.”

The workshop is set to run July 31-
Aug. 26.

Traditional
Music Workshop
to Focus on Fife
From page 13
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Teens Death Sparks Additional School Security MeasuresFrom page 2



The Rawlins discovery of the
firearm totaled 27 illegal firearms
taken off the streets in the federa-
tion. Just two days later, however
another firearm was discovered in
the sister island of St. Kitts.
According to a police report, “A
subsequent search of a vacant lot in

close proximity by the officers and
a K-9 team resulted in the discov-
ery of one  .357 Revolver and six
rounds of ammunition.” The latest
discovery now tallies 28 illegal
firearms in seven months, eight less
than the entire year ending 2016.

The Observer spoke with Public
Relations Officer Grell Brown on
Thursday, who noted that all illegal

firearms discovered by the police
are turned over to the forensic/bal-
listic department to check if they
were used in the commission of any
past gun-related crimes. He noted
all firearms taken off the streets are
stored in a “secured place.” The
guns, he said, after a certain time
will be destroyed once all necessary
tests are competed.

In June, the Team Unity administra-
tion sought to impose stiffer penal-
ties for people convicted of gun-
related crimes and have substantial-
ly increased the penalty for those
convicted of gun-related offences.
Both government members of
Parliament and opposition mem-
bers of parliament agreed with the
stiffer penalties.

Foreign
Affairs. “The measure,
which takes place with
immediate effect, [was
made] in the hope that
such benefits will lead
to an increase in
tourism, business,
trade and cultural

exchanges at multiple
levels.”

Belize, the Dominican
Republic, Guatemala,
St. Kitts and Nevis, St.
Lucia and St. Vincent
and the Grenadines
were granted up to 30
days of visa-free trav-
el, while El Salvador,
Haiti, Honduras and

Nicaragua were grant-
ed a period of up to 90
days visa-free.

Taiwan has been the
longest running diplo-
matic partner of St.
Kitts and Nevis, open-
ing up relations with
the federation in 1983.
In addition to the visa
free travel initiative,

the two nations are
working closely
together to improve
law enforcement
efforts on the federa-
tion.

This announcement
increases the total
number of countries
St. Kitts and Nevis cit-
izens have visa-free or

visa on arrival travel to
137 countries, which
strengthens its rank as
one of the countries
with the highest travel
freedom in the world,
according to the
Henley Visa
Restrictions Index.
With this addition, St.
Kitts and Nevis have

edged past Antigua for
the 29th ranking on the
list.

The travel opportuni-
ties are available to all
who hold a standard
and valid passport,
have purchased a
return ticket and pos-
sess no criminal
record.
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because they are aimed at a viral
infection, such as a cold or ‘flu, that
cannot be touched by antibiotics or
because the wrong antibiotic is
given.  There are broad range
antibiotics which target many dif-
ferent kinds of pathogen and nar-
row range that kill specific bacteria.
Doctors, in the absence of knowl-
edge of the identity of the pathogen
tend to use a broad range drug.  The
disadvantage of this is that the
broad range kills off more friendly
bacteria allowing for an increased
chance of developing resistant bac-
teria.

Sick people tend to congregate in
hospitals and that is, obviously,
where most resistant infections
begin and are transferred to others.
Hygiene and especially thorough
soap and water hand washing has a
big part to play in prevention.

Dr. Chan mentions food produc-
tion.  In the US 70% of all antibi-
otics are sold for use on livestock
and poultry.  More than 96% of
those drugs are routinely distribut-
ed en masse in feed or water, often
to animals that are not sick to speed
up growth and help animals survive
the crowded, insanitary conditions
of industrial farms.  Government
testing has shown residues of
antibiotics important for human
medicine in the tissue of meat,
poultry and farmed fish for sale.  In
America there is no political will to
enact legislative control.  The sys-
tem is corrupted by the influence of
powerful industry lobby groups.

Congress woman Louise Slaughter
has in every session since 2006
introduced a Bill to limit the use of
antibiotics in livestock feed to
counter the threat of antibiotic
resistance.  This would phase out
eight major classes of antibiotic in
healthy food producing animals,
while allowing their use for sick
animals.  This sensible bill has no
chance of receiving the required
support.

 Remember that Dr. Chan said that
there were few replacement prod-
ucts in the R & D pipeline. Why is
this?  It is because the directors of
the Big Pharma companies, those
that have the research capacity and
the funds have decided that antibi-
otics which may be used by patients
just for a short time, and against
which resistance may rapidly
develop are no longer worth the
application of funds or research.
Indeed Pfizer closed its antibiotic
research facility in 2011 and others
have taken similar action.  Far more
profitable they consider is to devel-
op drugs for conditions that people
will have for a long time, for exam-
ple diabetes, blood pressure, arthri-
tis and cancer medications.  It may
take 10-15 years to bring a new
drug to market through all the tests
and regulated trials and cost up to a
billion dollars.  Much money can
be lost when a drug fails its trials.
And if a patent lasting 21 years has
been obtained at the beginning then
the drug, if a long time in develop-
ment, will have only a short time in
which to enjoy its patent protection
and recoup the investment. This
was recognised when the US
passed the ‘Generating Antibiotics

Now Act’ in 2012, whereby some
patents may be extended for limited
periods.  It has had little effect.

Unless some large governmental
funding guarantees are forthcoming
it seems that Big Pharma is not
interested, so we may have to rely
on smaller innovative biotech com-
panies, but their difficulty is the
funding.  They may have a product
which looks successful in the labo-
ratory, but they then have to per-
suade investors to fund the trials.
Not easy at all.

A novel approach that I am follow-
ing is that of Helperby
Therapeutics, [where I declare a
family interest] headed by
Professor Anthony Coates of St.
George’s Hospital University,
London.  This company has a range
of products differing from others in
that they are aimed at pathogens in
the dormant stage.  This may be
crucial to the prevention of early
resistance.  Bacteria go in and out
of active and dormant phases.
Existing antibiotics are only effec-
tive against the active phase. So, if
the antibiotic has been dissipated in
the body by the time the dormant
ones wake up, there may be nothing
but the body’s immune system to
deal with the newly active bacteria.
This is why it is important to finish
a course of antibiotics even though
you may be feeling much better.
Some of Helperby’s drugs have
been paired in successful human
trials with existing antibiotics
,against which resistance has arisen
which they rejuvenate and make
effective again.  This means that
they are antibiotic resistance break-

ers.  The media, eyes set upon
Superbug Armageddon, has not
picked up these promising results,
some achieved under FDA Fast
Track guidance.

‘We take it for granted that science
has a social responsibility ‘ J.
Bronowski.  Unfortunately Big
Pharma abandons their duty of
antibiotic R & D and demands such
large sums from governments that
those institutions do not provide
them.  Instead, governments should
develop ways of backing the small-
er biotech companies at least after a
successful phase one human trial,
as that is the point at which the
remaining trials become too expen-
sive for the smaller unit.  

We now anticipate a period of
unknown duration, until new and
effective drugs are marketed, dur-
ing which the overall situation will
become progressively worse.  All
that we can do in our small islands,
on a personal level, is to live a
healthy lifestyle, try to stay out of
hospital, practise good hygiene,
avoid physical contact with infect-
ed persons, complete any pre-
scribed course of antibiotics, and
perhaps ask our doctor to prescribe
the narrowest range antibiotic that
he considers will be effective.  We
can also expect that if and when
new antibiotics are available, that
we shall have to pay much more for
them.  This article if not medical
advice.  It is for information only.
Always consult your doctor.

Do we have a National Action Plan
as advocated by the WHO? Can we
be told about this please.

Couple Charged with Firearm Possession, Intent to Supply Drugs
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Antibiotic Resistance
From page 5

Taiwan Announces Visa Free Travel for St. Kitts and Nevis, Other Caribbean Allies
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
SPACE AVAILABLE

Give Us A Call @ 469*5907

LIQUOR LICENCES 
ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘C’
To the Superintendent of Police

I, Cassandra Brown now residing in
Jessups in the town of Charlestown,
Parish of St. John’s do hereby give
you notice.
That it is my intention to apply on 
20th Day of June 2017 next to the
District Magistrate at Charlestown for
a Retail Liquor Licence in respect of
my premises at Stoney Grove Street,
in Charlestown.
Dated this 30th day of June 2017

Signed:   C. Brown

A & A Trucking Service & Heavy
Equipment Rental is seeking a person with
multiple skills such as Radiator Technician,

Welder, Truck Driver and Mechanic.
Please contact (869)- 661-2977.

CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS
REAL ESTATE  REAL ESTATE  EMPLOYMENT  EMPLOYMENT  REAL

T.R. Fashions at Stoney Grove
is seeking a tailor.
Please contact 667-6570

VACANCY Bar Manager/Purchase Manager
with knowledge of English & Spanish. Also

Knowledge of Liquors & Suppliers.
Responsibility to open/close account, pur-
chase & Supervise.  Call Bunty: 763-9721

Maria Beauty Salon Needs
Stylist with 4 to 5 years

experince. Call 469-764-4838 

SHALAMAR FASHION WANTED
Experience Person to Cut
and Stitch Call 663-3811

Advisory from The St.
Kitts-Nevis Observer...

BEWARE THE

SCAMMERS!
Beware of correspon-

dence which purports to

make you rich

overnight. DO NOT give

out ANY 

Information con-
cerning your cred-

it card, bank
account, phone
number or even
your address.
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