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By Loshuan Dixon

Basseterre, St. Kitts –
The construction of
the new Basseterre
High School (BHS) in
the Ponds site area will
have minimal impact
on the Basseterre
Aquifer, according to
Andrew Hutchinson
of STANTEC Consulti
ng. 

In a press conference
organised by the
Ministry of Education,
Hutchinson indicated
his determination fol-
lowing his reviews on
a number of existing
reports done on the
aquifer. However, an
Environment Impact
Assessment (EIA) is
expected to be com-
pleted to ascertain full
conclusiveness on the
matter.

Hutchinson explained
that the site is in the
urban industrial zone
and is located in the
Needsmust well field,
where several wells
are to the north east of
the site. He added that
six Needsmust wells in
the area of the site are
1,000 feet away and all
of the wells are
upstream from the site.

“Any development
that is done here is
down stream of the
wells and of the
aquifer and very close
to the coast,” he said.
“Discharge from the
BHS will have mini-
mal possible impact
due to location on the
south edge of the
aquifer and is down
stream of the water
wells. The wells are
being pumped to the
east of that.”

Hutchinson further
explained that the
school’s estimated
sewage will be
16,000-20,000 gallons
per day and that they
are 5,000 people living
in the urban industrial
zone near the aquifer
who all dispose of

their waste water into
the ground.

“There is no central
sewage system in
Basseterre and most
people rely on septic
tanks and soak pits,”
he said.

He recommended that
due to the volume of
sewage the school will
generate, it will have
to be treated and not
be disposed directly
into the ground: “The
BHS’s volume of
sewage discharge
requires treatment.
Because of its density,
it will generate up to
20,000 gallons of
sewage per day and
that is a point source.
Using best practices,
we would not recom-
mend that it be dis-
posed directly into the
ground and we are
saying that it should
have treatment
because it is a large
volume at one source.”

Hutchinson added that
the treatment can take
place on an adjacent
site to the south, near
to the coast and further
away from the
Needsmust well field.

“We would recom-
mend tertiary treat-

ment,” he said. “It
would be best if the
treatment took place
off the school site on
the vacant land next
door nearer to the
coast area.”

He noted that the
development also cre-
ated an opportunity
that will assist in
recharging the aquifer.
“This development
also creates the oppor-
tunity to mitigate
storm water drainage
to the area and to
recharge the aquifer,”
he said.

Education Minister
Shawn Richards indi-
cated that the govern-
ment established a
number of committees
to spearhead the pre-
liminary task in the
process of construct-
ing a new BHS and
one such committee
was the SKN Water
Working Group that
was assigned with the
task of selecting a site
to build the new
school.

“Following the identi-
fication of various
sights, another com-
mittee was established
to study the water in
light of the fact that
two of the sites were in

the vicinity of the
Basseterre Aquifer,”
Richards said.
“Subsequently, the

cabinet approved the
site for the [BSH] at
Ponds Extension in
East Basseterre. The

size of the land for the
building of the new
Basseterre High
School is 14 acres.”

Following the deci-
sion, Richards dis-
closed that the cabinet
ordered the formation
of a steering commit-
tee for the construction
of the new school.

“The terms of refer-
ence were prepared in
quick time by the
steering committee
and submitted to
Innotech, which has
prepared the prelimi-
nary drawing for the
new Basseterre High
School,” he said.
“Shortly thereafter, a
boundary and topo-
graphical survey was
undertaken by the
department of land and
surveys.”

BHS Construction to Have Minimal Impact on
Aquifer Following Review

Environmental Assessment Impact to be done in coming months

Continued on page 22













By Monique Washington

The Emmanuel Richards Summer Football
Camp has come to an end after two weeks of
what Richards calls “a great two weeks.”

The camp, now in its 13th year, ran from July
10-21 and facilitated children ages 5-15 for two
weeks from 9 a.m.-noon daily at the St. Thomas’
Primary School grounds.

The Observer visited the camp Wednesday and
noted a number of children playing in a football
match. Young footballers about 5-7 years of age
were seen practicing with a coach. Richard pre-
viously noted that once a child is trained in the
basics of the game early, it becomes easier for
them to become great players.

Richard told the Observer Wednesday that the
camp began with some 56 participants and it
went quite well.  The camp is aimed at teaching
participants discipline, respect and skills in the
sport of football, how to pass the ball properly,
how to head up the ball properly, how to kick to

the goal, how to control the ball and how to drib-
ble the ball. Past participants worked as coaches
so that when they are teaching the children how
to play the sport, they themselves learned as
well.

Richard encouraged parents to allow their chil-
dren the choice of what sport they would prefer
to play instead of forcing them into a sport the
child might not like. The camp cumulated with a
party for the participants and coaches Friday.

Continued sponsors for the event were the Bank
of Nevis, Nevis Multi Line, the Honourable
Mark Brantley, Social Security, Nevis Spring
Water, Nevis Bakery, NEVLEC, Development
Bank, LEFCO, Kay Electrical Services, Nevis
Cooperative Credit Union and CIBC First
Caribbean.
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Emmanuel Richards Summer Football Camp
Comes to Successful End
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By Monique Washington
and Observer Intern
Zoe Bendeito

A $3.5 million renova-
tion and upgrade has
begun on Nevis’
schools, according to
the Junior Minister of
Public Works Troy
Liburd.

Liburd made the
announcement at the
Nevis Island Assembly
sitting on Thursday at
the Hamilton House in
Charlestown.

According to Liburd,
demolition of the
administration office
has been completed at
the Gingerland
Secondary School.

“At the Gingerland
Secondary School, we
are going to have the
demolition and the
reconstruction of the
administrative building
of the school,” Liburd
said. “That is a small
building at the entrance
of the school that hous-
es the office and the
staff room.”

He said the building at
the time he worked at
Public Works, the
building was examined
and deemed structural-
ly deficient, with
cracks in the walls. The
building at completion
will have two floors
and have more than
3,000 square feet of
space.

Liburd said that the
building will be con-
structed by local con-
tractors on Nevis,

which opens the oppor-
tunity for the country to
practice the potential of
its very own construc-
tion force to encourage
self-sufficiency.

Other schools that will
receive structural reno-
vation will be the
Gingerland Preschool,
which will be expanded
by 1,200 square feet.
“That is by no means a
small addition to the
school,” Liburd said.
“The students will now
have a sleeping area;
right now as it is, the
sleeping area is in the
play area.

“We are bringing the
schools in a better
state, [so] the teachers
and the students will be
in a safer environ-
ment,” Liburd said.

At the Charlestown
Secondary School, a
second floor will be
added to Block A.
“What we realized at
the Charlestown
Secondary in 2015 was
that there was a real
lack of space,” Liburd
said. “There is real
need for more class-
rooms [because] that is
a school that [has]
grown and is continu-
ing to grow. So, this is
just an effort on the
government’s part to
provide more space.”

Other schools will be
refurbishments of bath-
rooms, replacements of
windows and doors, the
addition of shelves and
the repairing of railings
and tiles.

Nevis Public
Schools

Getting $3.5m
in Repairs





















Bio: Monique Washington
‘Lady Hammon’

New to the Calypso scene,  Monique
‘Lady Hammon’ Washington began
signing Calypso in May of this year.
Her first performance was for the
Parish Festival in St. James Nevis
“Winfest”. 

Hammon who is a journalist by pro-
fession, decided to enter the big
leagues by registering for the
Culturama Feista Calypso Show Semi
Finals where she competed against  18
other seasoned Calyposoians.

Though it has been her first time on
stage, she has chaperoned, wrote for
and coached her son Marques “Mighty

J” Washington on the Junior Calypso
level. Mighty J placed first runner up
in the National Carnival Primary
School Competition in St. Kitts in
December of 2016.

Hammon expressed her excitement in
participating in the first ever Annual
Caribbean Female Calypso
Competition on July 31.

amazing and kind and
open. And the most
important thing, I
think, is just that we’re
making a connection,
that all women make a
connection across the
barriers of countries,

across the barriers of
race, across all socio-
economic barriers;
that women just speak
up for each other and
connect with each
other and that’s my
mission, for women to
do more of that, and if

makeup is my tool to
help with that,” she
said.

An attendee at the
event, Nichole
Lawrence, said she
was asked to organize
the event and that she

had done her research
on the speaker via
Youtube to determine
whether her presenta-
tion was something
that lined up with what
we needed on the
island.

She mentioned that
Devirgilis’ presenta-
tions on Youtube were
a philosophy that
could inspire women
on the island, especial-
ly young girls who
were getting into
makeup and who seem

to have an attachment
to makeup and the
body image and their
s e l f - c o n f i d e n c e .
Hence, she thought
that the presentation
would be something
that would really be
worthwhile.

tions have helped us step up our
efforts in terms of sea turtle conser-
vation,” said Lemuel Pemberton,
president of the Nevis Turtle
Group. “From 12 turtles being

tagged in the first year, over the
past few years we have been able to
get over 50 turtles tagged. We real-
ly appreciate the help.”

This practice has established itself
as a tradition in the island over the
years, one which is still growing in
terms of the impact it has on the sea
turtles native to the island of Nevis.

This year, the two turtles released
are named Moji and Tilly, and those
who wish can check out their
progress on the Tour de Turtles
website for more information.

possible terms of
engagement for a
potential National
Sport Authority:

promotion of physical
activity across all age
groups

the upkeep of sports
and recreational facili-
ties such as stadium
parks, playing fields,
beaches and trials for
walking, jogging and
cycling

talent identification

and nurturing using
scientific and techni-
cal best practices

defining of 1-3 year
schedule of must-host
and must-go-to
events  

provisioning of repre-
sentative teams with
national uniforms

fund raising

Martin also stated that
other ways ought to be
found to help keep the
economy in good
stead.

“Tourism is fickle,
CBI is fragile,” he
said. “We constantly
have to find new and
innovative ways to
keep the economy
afloat [and] a sports
industry is a viable
option.”

Jerellius Louis of
Washington Archibald
High School and
Jahnaza Francis of
Charles E. Mills
Secondary School
(CEMSS) were recog-
nized as Sportsmen of
the Year, while

Trishanie Warner, also
of CEMSS, as
Sportswoman of the
Year during the ban-
quet.

Louis, a cricketer, has
been selected to the
West Indies U19 team
in preparation for the
next U19 World Cup,
while Francis is the
National Junior record
holder in the 400m
hurdles. Warner is also
an outstanding track

and field athlete.

Other winners of the
night were the Dr.
William Connor
Primary School as
School of the Year and
its principal, Valencia
Syder, as Most
Supportive Principal.
On the secondary
level, the Charles E.
Mills Secondary
School was adjudged
the High School of the
Year in its respective

category, while
Principal Roger
Woodley of Verchilds
High School earned
marks for being the
Most Supportive
Principal. Louis and
Namibia Clavier, also
of Washington
Archibald High
School, were awarded
the top male and
female athletes in the
Academics Athletics
category.
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Actress-Artist puts Women in Her chair to Focus on Self Beauty

over some eight years and it was
only last week that we had a team
go down to Guyana and your very
own Jose Rosa was among the
members of the team who dis-
cussed bringing this end and final
implementation of the PSA, which
will be I believe a great relief for
our manufacturing sector,” Grant
said.

He also spoke to the importance of
the of the private sector in the shap-
ing of the economy of St. Kitts and
Nevis: “We understand that in
order for an economy to operate at
peak performance all stakeholders
must be engaged at their fullest
capacities and so, through the
improved partnerships with the pri-
vate sector, the Team Unity govern-
ment has made St. Kitts and Nevis
a much better place to be. There is
no turning back now.”

revelry and the fete,
I’m asking you to
come out. Those who
are not accustomed to
come out, I’m still
asking you to come
out. I want this year to
be the biggest
Culturama we have
ever seen. The whole
idea is an emphasis on
comfort, security and
safety and to ensure
you are permitted to
party, enjoy your-
selves and do so in an

environment you can
enjoy.”

Brantley went on to
acknowledge the cabi-
net of the Nevis Island
Administration for
putting individual
needs aside and recog-
nizing the welfare of
an upgraded Cultural
Village. With those
words, and thank-yous
to all involved in the
process of uplifting
the are, the celebration
was on.

“Ladies and gentle-

men, it is time to
declare the brand new
$1.7 million
Culturama Village
officially open,”
Brantley said. “I pray
and hope that this
facility has many
years of use and that
the people of Nevis
can be proud of it and
take care of it. It was
done for you, by you,
and I welcome you to
enjoy it and I trust and
hope that all the ven-
dors and everyone else
has a wonderful time
here at Culturama 43.”

Private Sector to Take Leading Role
in Development of the Economy

Cultural Village Reopens with Bingo
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Two Turtles Tracked During 11th Annual Sea Turtle Conservation WeekendFrom page 14
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1st Ever Annual Caribbean Female Calypso Competition:

Sports Awards Focus on Difference Sports Can Make
From page 10

From page 6

Lady Hammon

St. Kitts and
Nevis



going to do my best to see what I can
do in terms of cultural aspect rather
than the flair of like Trinidad; we want
to stick to the basic art forms we once
enjoyed. Hopefully, they will be suc-

cessful as long as we have a whole
emphasis and implement them at an
early stage. They are historical; some
came out of biblical aspect as well as
from our own sugar lands and are rele-
vant to our historical values. We need

to have them preserved for the prosper-
ity of our children.”

Nisbett also opined that teaching cul-
tural pastimes to children may also
help to curb the crippling crime situa-
tion in the federation. “It finds some-

thing for them to do and gives them
impetus to come out [to do it],” he said.
“Education, in a sense, [can] steer them
away from jumping through some-
body’s window or pulling away their
bag.”
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He added that debate to any adverse
effect of the new school on the

Basseterre Valley Aquifer began
and the committee promised the
public several different engage-
ments held to speak to this concern.
Richards said that throughout the
entire process, the government
planned to be cautious and ensured
they received proper advice.

“The government, in ensuring that
throughout every step we are care-
ful and get the necessary advice, we
must be satisfied we are getting
value for money,’ he said. “We
must be satisfied that the best site
has been chosen and we must be
satisfied that the public has been
consulted. We must take into con-
sideration that we are currently
leasing land to house the school,
but that has not rushed the govern-

ment to start construction. We do
agree we have ideally not the best
situation.”

Cromwell Williams, director of
public works, also gave an update
as to the potential designs of the
school

“We are at the stage now where we
are still finalising the conceptual
design,” he said. “From there, the
designers will move to the actual
detailed design. We have not really
had a full commitment because a
lot of things can happen and will be
done during the same time as the
Environmental Impact
Assessment.” He also added that
duration for construction of the
school is set to take up to two years.

Nisbett: Neglect of Culture Shows Lack of Love
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tant pollinators, seed
distributors and insect
eaters. Studying them
can help us understand
if the ecosystem as a
whole is healthy. Work
on St. Kitts and Nevis
may also shed new

light on how bats colo-
nized the Lesser
Antilles. The data to
unlock these secrets is
gathered by the team,
night by night and bat
by bat. 

Mr. Kevel Lindsey of
the Environment

Awareness Group
(EAG) is the Lead
Researcher and author
of these articles. They
have just completed
two field visits to St.
Kitts and Nevis where
they researched the
flora and fauna in our
rain forest.

A Night with the Bat People
From page 12

age containers. The
items were bought
from Mission Fiber
Group, an Arizona-
based company, which
was using a stolen cer-
tification number,
according to the state
Department of
Resources Recycling
and Recovery, known
as CalRecycle.

“Geoff Folsom, along
with Ben Sung, the
company’s vice presi-
dent at the time, are
challenging the deci-
sion in court, citing
that they ‘were found
liable for millions of
dollars in civil penal-

ties and restitution in a
manner that was not
supported by the evi-
dence,’ court records
show. The investiga-
tion began in 2007
after the state noticed
a large spike in claims
filed using the stolen
certification number,
records show, submit-
ting at one point near-
ly 50 times more than
the company had the
year prior — or 11
million pounds of
polyethylene tereph-
thalate containers. An
administrative law
judge affirmed the
findings of the
CalRecycle investiga-
tion.”

The Observer spoke
with the manager at
the Nevis Solid Waste
Management, Andrew
Hendrickson, a day
prior to speaking with
Powell. Hendrickson
noted then the many
benefits the project
will bring to Nevis.
He said that in addi-
tion to having the
landfill cleaned up as
well as the entire
island being rid of old
vehicles, scrap iron
and other items, that
the company will seek
to employ 15 people in
various areas and the
Solid Waste
M a n a g e m e n t
Authority will receive

from ENCLAVE
Resources a 7.5 per-
cent annual on their
net profit.

The project will be in
three phases with the
first phases beginning
in September.  The
first phase, the
Observer understands,
is to create space and
volume at the landfill.
Phase One of the pro-
ject is expected to take
18 months.  It will also
include maintaining
the efforts through the
implementation of
resource-separated
recycling programmes
at various business
places the authority
deems important for

cardboard and metal.

Hendrickson said the
project will not cost
Nevis a dime, as
ENCLAVE Resources
will produce all the
necessary supply.  He
noted that the compa-
ny also has similar
projects in Grenada
and Puerto Rico.

“Also, as part of the
contract, there will be
a new roll on truck
with 12 additional
bins… the authority
currently has five bins,
three on lease and two
the public has access
to. Also, an excavator
will be resident at the
land fill,” Hendrickson

said.

The Observer ques-
tioned Hendrickson
about the future plans
that had been talked
about by Minister of
Health Mark Brantley
about “waste to ener-
gy” and in his
response he said “I
cannot speak about
waste to energy; I can
only speak on what is
before me.  I can speak
on the solutions that
can come.”

As of press time, the
Observer could not
confirm if Geoff
Folsom and Geoffrey
Folsom are one and
the same person.

BHS Construction to Have Minimal Impact on Aquifer Following Review
Environmental Assessment Impact to be done in coming months

Couple Charged with Firearm Possession, Intent to Supply Drugs
From page 2
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