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LOCAL NEWSPage 2

By Loshaun Dixon

Basseterre, St. Kitts –
Former 100m world
champion Kim Collins
of St. Kitts and Nevis
has thrown his name
into the reckoning for
one of the six places
on the IAAF Athletes’
Commission.

The 42-year-old
Collins is among 15
athletes who have
been nominated for the
elections. The election
of individuals to serve
on the IAAF Athletes’
Commission will run
from Aug. 1-12, with
all athletes who have
been accredited for the
IAAF World
C h a m p i o n s h i p s
London 2017 eligible
to vote.

According the IAAF,
to be eligible for nom-
ination, athletes must
have participated in at
least one of the past
two editions of the
IAAF World
Championships or in
the most recent
Olympic Games or be
a competitor at this
year’s IAAF World
Championships.

The Athletes’
Commission is made
up of 19 members, 12
of whom are elected
by their fellow ath-
letes, with seven being
appointed by IAAF
Council. Elections for
half of the 12 elected
positions take place at
each edition of the
biennial IAAF World
Championships.

The six elected mem-
bers of the commis-
sion will be announced
before the end of the
championships and
they will begin their
mandate in January
2018.

Collins and Cuban
Yipsi Moreno are the
only two nominated
candidates from the
Caribbean. 

IAAF President
Sebastian Coe com-
mented on the quality
of canditates forward-
ed for the six posi-
tions. “The stature of

the candidates who
have put their names
forward is impres-
sive,” he said. “I have
always believed ath-
letes are central to the
organisation and
would like more
involvement from
them at every level of
the sport and in all
d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g
forums.”

The St. Kitts and
Nevis Amateur
Athletic Association
(SKNAAA) has
announced that
Warren Hazel is the
sole athlete selected to
represent the St. Kitts
and Nevis at the
(IAAF) World
Championships in
London, England from
Aug. 4-13. According
to a release, Hazel is
selected to run the
400m due to his per-
formances in that
event over the past
five years. 

“His performance has
been improving steadi-
ly year after year, thus
securing him the
national junior, nation-
al senior and national

indoor records for the
federation of St. Kitts-
Nevis,” the statement
noted.

Hazel is a sophomore
at the University of
Southern Illinois
(Carbondale). His
most recent accolades
include the national
outdoor and indoor
record five times in
2017, the 2016 and

2017 Missouri
Conference Champion
in the 400m, two-time
“All American” and
semi-finalist at 2017
National Collegiate
Athletic Association
(NCAA) National
Championships in the
400m, among others. 

Hazel will be accom-
panied to London by
his childhood coach
and club president of
S.L. Horsfords Pace
Setters Track Club,
Lonzo Wilkinson.
SKNAAA President
Glenville Jeffers will
also travel to London
to represent his associ-
ation as the first dele-
gate for the 51st IAAF
Congress, Aug. 1-2.
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The list of Candidates are as follows:

• Kim Collins (SKN) 

• Angel David Rodriguez (ESP) 

• Habiba Ghribi (TUN) 

• Inaki Gomez (CAN) 

• Periklis Iakovakis (GRE) 

• Adam Kszczot (POL) 

• Yipsi Moreno (CUB) 

• Marco Paulo Fortes (POR) 

• Rozle Prezelj (SLO) 

• Thomas Rohler (GER) 

• Olga Saladukha (UKR) 

• Ivana Spanovic (SRB) 

• Benita Willis (AUS) 

• Wang Yu (CHN) 

• Gyorgyi Zsivoczky-Farkas (HUN)
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By Monique Washington

Almost 100 children
in Nevis successfully
completed a water
safety program hosted
by the St. Kitts and
Nevis Red Cross
Nevis Branch.

The two-week water
safety ended Friday
and was held at
Mosquito Bay.

Speaking with the
Observer on Friday,
Red Cross instructor
and health educator
Nurse Roxanne
Brookes noted that the
program is now in its
fourth year and the
objective of the pro-
gram is to teach chil-
dren between the ages
of 5-18 on the impor-
tance and safety as it
regards to water.

“It is teaching them
how to be safe in, on
and around water,” she

said. “The focus is not
primarily on swim-
ming, but more on
safety and then swim-
ming.” 

The program ran for
the past two weeks;
the first week was for
53 children between
the ages of 5-11 and
the second week for 47
children between the
ages of 12-18. 

“The template that the
Nevis Branch Red
Cross is of the
American Red Cross,”
she said. “And that is a
very structured for-
matted program. That
was the guideline that
the instructors them-
selves were taught and
that was used. It is a
very validated pro-
gram.”

Nine local instructors
were trained by Mary
Hollers of the Texas
Red Cross, who has

been with the Nevis
Red Cross for three
years, and Trevor
Seaton, who acted as
coordinator of the
water safety program.
Both are “trainer of
trainers” and both led
an instructors’ training
program.

The first day, Brookes
said, the children were
taken to the swimming
pool for assessment so
the instructors could
determine how com-
fortable the children
were in the water. The
participants were then
placed in three groups:
beginners, intermedi-
ate and expert.
Brookes said that
many of the children
who attended couldn’t
swim and some had
water phobias, but by
the end of the pro-
gram,  they were in the
water.

Brookes explained to

the Observer what the
term “water safety”
means.

“Teaching a person
about the water, both
the pool and whatever
mass water,” she said.
“So, for St Kitts and
Nevis, we are predom-
inantly ocean and the

other option is pool. It
teaches from the very
beginning how to
dress and shoes, sun
screen, threats in the
water, seaweed stones,
jelly fish, depth, tech-
niques, something
called “reach and
throw, don’t go,”
which teaches the chil-
dren how to help if
another person gets
into distress in the
water.”

Brookes said that the
aim of the program is

for the participants to
become more comfort-
able around water.

“It is our hopes [that
the] children will be
more comfortable
being in and around
the water,” she said.
“They will understand
the importance of the
safety lessons they
were taught and
behavior change
would have come
about based on any
misconceptions they
had or poor practices” 
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St. Kitts and Nevis Red Cross
water safety program ends
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In 1984, after settling
the Anguilla issue and
after removing the
constituency that was
in Anguilla, the elec-
toral boundaries in St
Kitts and Nevis were
changed.  An addi-
tional seat each was
assigned to St Kitts
and to Nevis to make
11 constituencies.  For
that election of 1984,
the largest constituen-
cy was 4,045 and the
smallest was 1,176.
That meant that the
largest was 3½ times
the size of the small-
est.  In subsequent
elections, there was
even greater disparity
and in all of the elec-
tions held since the
year 2000, the largest
constituency has been
as high as 3.7 times
the size of the small-
est one.  The election
of 1984 was our first
as an Independent
nation.

In 1980, in the last
election as an
Associated State,
there were 10 con-
stituencies, 7 in St
Kitts, 2 in Nevis and 1
in Anguilla.  The con-
stituencies ranged in
size from 3,307 voters
in Constituency 2, to
1,609 voters in
Constituency 3.  In
other words, the
largest voting block
was practically twice
the size of the small-
est.  In 2017, it is clos-
er to 4 times as large.

In Schedule 2 of the
Constitution, the
infrastructure for elec-
tions is set out.  All
constituencies shall
contain as nearly
equal inhabitants as
reasonably practical.
This is the charge laid
to the Constituency
B o u n d a r i e s

Commission.  That
document, the
Constitution, came
into force in 1983, and
was negotiated by a
government which
came into being under
“unequal” constituen-
cies.  

It appears therefore
that all governments
have been in violation
of the dictates of this
schedule.

But why is this equal-
ity important?  Is it
really necessary to
fair elections?  Why
was it necessary for
this safeguard to be
placed in the
Constitution?   I have
no answer to these
questions; but perhaps
we can engage one or
more of the 25 per-
sons who were part of
the delegation to the
UK to negotiate
Independence. I can
give you some names
privately.

Even if we were to
use inhabitants (that is
the word in the
Constitution) to get
the constituencies
near equal, how do we
deal with the voters
(this is the word used
in the Act) who are
not inhabitants (i.e.
they reside overseas)
but who are eligible,
by law, to register?
Currently, they num-
ber close to 4,000; a
sufficient number to
form one of the bigger
constituencies.  

Actually, during the
2006/7 electoral
reform consultations,
these issues of equali-
ty and overseas voters
arose.  There was sup-
port for equalising the
constituencies by re-
alignment  (81% of

those who favoured
equality) or by an
increase in number
(77% of them -
respondents could
choose more than one
method).  Some per-
sons even talked
about an at-large con-
stituency for the dias-
pora.  Unfortunately,
and unlike for the
adjustment in the
number of constituen-
cies, our Constitution
gives little guidance
on how to achieve
equality.  Rather, it
seems to justify a
departure from equali-
ty.

Also, our latest
attempts at boundary
changes (in 2009 and
in 2012) were suc-
cessfully challenged
at the High Court.  Yet
this ideal remains and
has been commented
on by successive
Observer Missions.   

Perhaps it is time to
heed the call as stated
in the 2015 OAS
Observer Mission
Report, which stated
that the Boundaries
Commission should
“function as a perma-
nent institution and be
integrated by non-par-
tisan members with
the necessary techni-
cal expertise to man-
age such a legal and
technically complex
process”.  It further
stated  that “clear pro-
cedures, guidelines
and criteria” must be
established  for the
delimitation process
and must be clearly
shared with all stake-
holders.

This is a necessary
precondition to one
man, one vote and
fairness to all.

C M Y K
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The hurricane season is once again upon us, and as good corporate cit-
izens, we feel an obligation to help our readers prepare for any eventu-
ality. 

Too often, the weather is reported with reference to Puerto Rico,
Hispaniola or Antigua & Barbuda; or in latitude and longitude co-ordi-
nates, and many persons do not quite understand. So we will explain it
for our readers.

St Kitts & Nevis is located at 17° 20ˊ North latitude of the equator and
62° 40ˊ West of the longitude prime meridian.  These are the two lines
(the equator & the prime meridian) which divide the world into 4 quar-
ters. For us, the important part is the 17 and the 62.  Any time you hear
a storm is LESS than 17°N and 62°W, it is heading towards us.
Hurricanes usually move from south to north and from east to west.

If the weather report uses Puerto Rico as a reference point, bear in mind
that Puerto Rico is 18° 15ˊNorth, and 66° 30ˊWest of us, and is about
240 miles away.  Hispaniola is in the same direction (19°N 71°W) but fur-
ther away at about 400 miles.  Antigua is a mere 60 miles away and, at
17° N & 61° 48ˊW is almost due east but slightly south of us. 

You may often hear distances quoted in kilometres instead of the miles
that you are accustomed to. A kilometre is slightly more than half a mile.
Thus, a storm that is 200 km away is just 120 miles away and may be
closer than you think.

The Government will issue watches and warnings. The former means
that dangerous weather is approaching, so pay attention and stock up
on essential items.  A warning means – and this is a direct quote from
the internet -  “don’t even think about leaving your
house/business/school wherever because it’s not safe to go outside. If
you’re traveling when a WARNING is issued, you need to not try to fight
the storm, but instead find a place to hang out until the worst of it is over.
Associate a watch with keeping an eye on things.  Warning has an ‘I’
which can stand for ‘imminent’ or ‘is’ happening right now”.  Many
employers outline a policy which requires movement during a watch. Be
guided. 

Don’t go gawking. Obey evacuation orders. It is not fair to put the lives
of emergency workers in jeopardy to rescue persons who willfully and
deliberately ignore orders.

Finally, pray.  Pray fervently and earnestly for our continued deliverance
and for strengthening of those who have to forbear.

Editorial 

Publisher/Editor-in-Chief:  Kenneth Williams

St. Kitts Nevis
POB 657, Lower Market Street #1 Observer Plaza, Observer Drive
Basseterre, St. Kitts, W.I. Charlestown, Nevis, W.I.
Tel.: (869) 466-4994 Tel.: (869) 469-5907
Fax: (869) 466-4995 Fax: (869) 469-5891
Email:observsk@sisterisles.kn Email: observnv@sisterisles.kn

Website: newstkittsnevisobserver.com

Editorial Policy: The Observer reserves the right to edit, rewrite, summarise
or reject any unsolicited material. We will assume that all letters addressed to
The Observer or its staff are intended for publication unless otherwise stated.
Letter writers are required to sign their names and are asked to include a tele-
phone number to allow verification. Views expressed in letters, commentaries
or personal columns do not necessarily represent the viewpoint of this news-
paper. Limit submissions to 1000 words

Hurricane preparation
FromFrom
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By Kenan Dudley

The Clarence Fitzroy
Brown College of
I n f o r m a t i o n
Technology held a
capstone networking
event July 26 to con-
nect the college with
local business leaders
in St. Kitts. The event
focused on allowing
students to broadcast
their knowledge on
information technolo-
gies in order for local
business around St.
Kitts and Nevis to
understand the impact
these students can
have on their work-
force. 

The capstone featured
students’ work on
computer repair,
drones, robotics and
web page design. The
Division of Technical

Vocational Education
& Management
Studies, fresh off of
being the first robotics
program from St. Kitts
& Nevis to compete on
an international level,
carried that momen-
tum forward into the
capstone presenta-
tions. Students at the
college developed an
A.I. algorithm that was
used as announcer of
the event, broadcast-
ing their skills in all
facets of the network-
ing showcase.

“It’s about what the
students had to bring
for the private sector,”
said Dr. Ricardo Neil,
a lecturer at CFBC.
“Every year we devel-
op something new, so
this year we had the
program hosted by
using an artificial

intelligence program,
so opposed to having
someone host it, we
had a software that
actually would run the
presentations and call
on people to come up
and present. The pri-
vate sector was taken
aback by that.”

Neil explained
that he was unaware of
any other A.I. program
like this one in the
Caribbean, and it was
only the beginning of
the works the students
had to offer. A “smart
podium” was broad-
cast, which had its
own monitor installed
on the face of the podi-
um, allowing speakers
to examine their work
at any time in the pre-
sentation. The drone
program showed off
drones they had
designed and built.

The drones flew
around the room tak-
ing photographs of the
event. Programmers
and web designers
broadcast examples of
web pages they had
built and a C++ pro-
gram that could func-
tion as an ATM. 

The robot that had
pushed the robotics
team into 36th place
internationally was
also in attendance and
lifted itself onto a
table; other robots
designed by the
department moved
themselves across the
room. 

“Most of what we
have developed is at
the prototype stage,
and we are discussing
to see how the cham-
ber of commerce can
assist us in moving
from a prototype to a
marketable product,”

Neil said. “We find
that there is a gap
between the private
sector and the college
and we wanted to
tighten that gap, to
make sure that stu-
dents met with the pri-
vate sector and [got] a
little heads up on what
they can do for certain
organizations.”

Neil also
explained that if
enough time and effort

is invested into the
department, students
would not have to wait
until they enter the
workforce to create
products that are mar-
ketable.
“One of the main
things that we need is
to have the right peo-
ple around us, people
who share the same
vision and understand

    g   p g ,    y     

CFBC holds technology capstone
networking event

Continued on page 11
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By Loshaun Dixon

Basseterre, St. Kitts –
The prime minister of St.
Kitts and Nevis, the
Honourable Dr. Timothy
Harris, has disclosed that
the public debt of St.
Kitts and Nevis has been
reduced by 13 percent
and grew the federations
economic pie by 9 per-
cent.

Harris made the
announcement during his
latest press conference,
referencing one of the
IMF’s reports on St. Kitts
and Nevis that indicated
that the federation had
the strongest growth in
the Eastern Caribbean
Currency Union. The
report credited the gov-
ernment’s management
of the economy for the
achievement.

“It is in my view a mark

of support of our prudent
management of the econ-
omy that the IMF, in one
of its staff reports, stated
St. Kitts and Nevis
attained the strongest
growth and fiscal perfor-
mance in the ECCU in
recent years, with public
debt set to meet ECCU
debt to GDP target in
2018,” he said. He fur-
ther noted that the target
of 60 percent debt to
GDP was set by the
ECCU for 2030 and the
federation will meet it 12
years before the target
date.

“This of course is excel-
lent news,” he said.
“This, of course, indi-
cates we are doing better
than most. This, of
course, speaks well to
our approach fiscal and
economic management.”

Harris disclosed that in
2016 the government had
repaid a significant sum
of the monies owed to
IMF.

“It is well known that we
inherited a very high debt
and that part of our fiscal
response is to reduce it,”
he said. “In this regard, in
2016 we had repaid a
total of $117 million of
the total of the $225 mil-
lion contracted with the
bailout with the IMF in
July 2011. We expedited
the payoff there by
redeeming our country’s
good name and sig-
nalling our commitment
never again to so deliber-
ately get on the path of
profligacy and fiscal
recklessness ….”

He also indicated that the
government had in total
repaid more than $200

million of the federations
debt since taking office.

“To date, according to
statistics received from
the Ministry of Finance,
we have paid on the pub-
lic debt $228.5 million,
reducing it by 13 percent
since 2015.”

As well as reducing the
debt, Harris also boasted
about growing the eco-
nomic pie over the last
two years.

“We are not only work-
ing on debt, but equally
we have grown the eco-
nomic pie by 9 percent
from $2.3 billion in 2014
to $2.5 billion in our
short stint at the helm of
the government,” he said
“Imagine if the over one-
forth of a billion that we
had to spend on the pub-
lic debt were pumped
into capital projects in

the country – how much
more the economic pie
would have advanced.”

Harris also boasted of
other economic accom-
plishments that helped
the strong performance
in the economy.

“This superlative perfor-
mance of consistent eco-
nomic growth under our
watch of significant debt
reduction, job growth,
and the expansion of
credit to the private sec-

tor, the reform and repo-
sitioning of our CBI to
platinum status – for all
of these I give credit to
the unleashing of a more
discipline in spirit and
entrepreneurial zeal
among our people,” he
said.

“I want to contrast the
IMF report of June 2017
to what the IMF had to
say just over three years
ago in March 2014,” he
said. “The IMF stated
then that St. Kitts and
Nevis is recovering from
a four-year economic
recession occasioned by
the international finan-
cial crisis the need to
restore fiscal sustainabil-
ity and restructure the
public debt. In contrast,
this statement [that] St.
Kitts and Nevis attained
its strongest growth and
fiscal performance in the
ECCU in recent years.”
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By Loshaun Dixon

Basseterre, St. Kitts –
Commissioner of Police Ian
Queeley has commended his men
of the Royal St. Christopher and
Nevis Police Force for their quick
response in apprehending a danger-
ous criminal who illegally entered
St. Kitts and Nevis last weekend. 

Kathron Fortune, a citizen of
Grenada who resides in St. Maarten
and is wanted in that country, was
suspected to be involved with a
number of murders and escaped
from prison in February. He was
captured by a patrol of officers
from Police District "B" in St. Kitts
July 29 when the officers respond-
ed to the sighting of unusual activi-
ty along the coastline in Cranstoun
Bay, an area in the vicinity of
Newton Ground.

According to a police communique,
initial investigations determined
that the person detained had illegal-
ly entered the federation, and had in
his possession a high-powered rifle
and scope, a bulletproof vest, a
backpack containing a quantity of
cured marijuana, hashish (a mari-
juana derivative) and a sum of
United States currency.

He was arrested, formally charged
and cautioned for possession of a
firearm and ammunition. He was
also charged with entering the fed-

eration illegally, possession of mar-
ijuana and possession with intent to
supply. Other charges may be laid
as the investigation continues.

Queeley hailed the officers in
Division B for their swift response
that led to the capture of this fugi-
tive and credited the increased
police presence for assisting the
capture.

“The swift response was part of the
ongoing efforts of the police,” he
said, “and you would have recog-
nized in recent times we have
upped the tempo in terms of vigi-
lance and presence federation
wide.” 

He also indicated that this incident
serves as a reminder how easily the
borders in the federation are
breached. 

“The patrols were in and around the
area and that information was acted
upon swiftly,” he said. “It also
underscores how porous our bor-
ders are and how easy [people] can
access our borders. It is from that
perspective that we can say here
that we have already have discus-
sions with the government on mea-
sures that we will put in place to
assist in that regard.”

Queeley described Fortune as a
very dangerous individual who had
in his possession a calibre firearm

as well as a bulletproof vest com-
pressed with marijuana as well as
cash.

“This gentle man is very dangerous
criminal,” he said. “He was born in
Grenada [who] has been living in
St. Maarten for a very long time,
and when we contacted the authori-
ties in St. Maarten, they were
upbeat that we were able to lay
hands on him as he escaped prison
serving time for murder. During the
time he has been out, he is suspect-
ed to be involved in at least five
other murders.”

Queeley further disclosed that a
team from St. Maarten visited St.
Kitts and held discussions with
local authorities before leaving the
federation. 

“The gentleman is remanded at
Her Majesty’s Prison and is

charged with a number of offences
from the possession of the firearm,
importation, and possession of
cannabis with intent to supply, ille-
gal entry and, of course, customs
charges will follow.”

He noted that due process will take
its course and Fortune is expected
to appear in the magistrate’s court
shortly to answer the charges laid
against him

“We want to commend the public
for continuing to show interest in
terms of advancing our fight
against crime,” Queeley said, “and
we are very happy to have assisted
in having this very dangerous crim-
inal off the streets.”

The commissioner said that the
firearm in Fortune’s possession was
the 30th firearm confiscated by
police this year 

      

COP commends officers for
dangerous fugitive capture

Public debt reduced by 13 percent
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By Loshaun Dixon

Basseterre, St. Kitts – The govern-
ment of St. Kitts and Nevis is still com-
mitted to reversing the Land for Debt
swap passed by the previous adminis-
tration, but admitted that the best solu-
tion for the country will be adopted.

At his most recent press conference on
Wednesday, the prime minister of St.
Kitts and Nevis, the Honourable Dr.
Timothy Harris, responded to a ques-
tion from the Observer by disclosing
that consultation on that matter is
ongoing. 

“We will do what is in the public inter-
est and we are aware of some signifi-
cant issues attendant upon the way in
which the Land for Debt swap had
been formulated,” Harris said. “We are
having consultations within and out of
the country with a view to arriving at
the best possible position. What is
important is that we do what is in the
national interest and we are committed
to doing that.”

Harris noted that in another few weeks,
the government will have a “fuller
position” on the matter. “We are hav-
ing discussions with National Bank
and that is why certain things can’t be
rushed,” he said. “We are having con-
sultation because we have to be a
responsible government and take
count of the consequences. Do we still
believe it was a bad move? Yes we
do!”

However, he admitted that some
aspects of the arrangement may have
to be accepted for the economic inter-
est of the federation.

“Just as when the premier came to
office, he had discomfort with the
Land for Debt arrangement there, but
in the end, he had to take certain posi-
tions having regard to the fact that you
had a signed contractual arrangement
and they had other issues that had to be
looked at,” he said. “You have to look
at the broad macro-economic picture
and take a relevant decision on it and
finding where the best interest of the
country would be served and that is
what we are doing.”

Harris also announced that a signifi-
cant portion of those lands had already
been restored back to the people.

“I can say though that what we know
for sure is that some of the lands that
had been denied, say, to the people of
Sandy Point, we have already taken a
decision that we are going to restore a
substantial portion of that back to the
people of Sandy Point,” he said, “and
there are other areas where we would
make adjustments.”

He promised to bring a more substan-
tial government position in the coming
weeks. “I would be able, in the next
couple of weeks, certainly by
September, to bring a fuller picture as
to where we are at with that,” he said.
“The conversations are not just with
National Bank, although that is a sig-
nificant player because it is three-
fourths of a billion dollars were
involved in the Land for Debt swap.
Most of the [people] in the country
only know about the $0.5billion that
came to the parliament with respect to
the Vesting of Certain Lands some
1,200 acres. There was a further 500
acres at LaVallee the government
brought in.”

Harris also indicate that the transac-
tions that will be problematic to over-
turn will be pursued in the national
interest.

“Those that can be avoided will be
avoided without undermining the sta-
bility of any institution within the
country or public confidence and
investor confidence in St. Kitts and
Nevis,” he said.

In May, the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) called for the sale of land
under the Land for Debt swap to be
completed in a matter of urgency to
limit financial risk in St. Kitts and
Nevis. In a staff-concluding statement
of the 2017 Article IV Mission to St.

Kitts and Nevis, the IMF indicated that
a clear action plan and timetable as it
relates to the Land for Debt swap with
concrete milestones are needed:
“Completing existing purchase pro-
posals and stepped up marketing to
generate sales, including through real-
estate agents and the SLSC website,
will help establish momentum and
remove the policy uncertainty. The
global financial institution indicated
that cooperation with Citizenship by
Investment Unit and SKIPA is wel-
comed and should support these
efforts. We welcome the ongoing dis-
cussions on the renewal of the divi-
dend-guarantee agreement with banks
at renegotiated terms.”

The statement added that further
delays in in the Land for Debt swap
parlayed with a sharp drop in CBI
inflows due to more acute competition
and global security concerns are risks
that can affect the medium-term out-
look. 

Government still committed to
reversing Land For Debt Swap
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By Monique Washington
and Zoe Beneidito
Observer Intern

Hundreds of Nevisians and
visitors to the island of
Nevis took advantage of a
free health screening hosted
by a U.S non-profit organi-
zation, Barrels of Change,
under the theme “Change
for Health.” 

The event was held Friday
in collaboration with the
Nevis Health Promotion
unit at the St. Paul’s
Anglican Church. Doctors,
nurses, and nutritionists
were on hand in educating

participants on living a
healthier lifestyle.

Representatives of the
Observer attended the event
and spoke with the founder
of Barrel of Change,
Kechelsa Rawlins, who is of
Nevisian descent. 

Rawlins explained why
Nevis was chosen to host
such an event: “I am
American, but my family is
from Nevis, so it made sense
that when I started to
embark on such a project
that I turn toward Nevis
because it’s like a second
home to me,” she said. “We

aim to bring medical supply
and resources to communi-
ties that have health dispari-
ties such as Nevis, West
Indies, so what we’re doing
here today, we are putting on
our first-ever health fair and
we’ll plan to do it every
year. This year we offer[ed]
free health and dental
screening, free HIV[testing],
and syphilis and hepatitis B
and C testing. We also [had]
some educational work-
shops. We’re focusing on
educating people on creative
measures to chang[e] their
life style choices.”

She said that they were
doing “a whole body
approach and one of the
things that we’re focus[ed]
on is healthier eating habits
because by doing that you
can prevent certain medical
diseases. We are big on pre-
ventive measures, so that’s
why we [had] nutritious and
a chief [there] to teach peo-
ple how to cook healthier
and how to eat healthier to
prevent things like diabetes
and high pretension.”

She notes however at the
moment they will not be
hosting the event in St. Kitts.

“right now we’re are more
focusing more on Nevis
because we feel that is
where most of the resources
are needed so we are just
trying to focus all of our
efforts there as of now.
Going forward, we can defi-
antly expand but right now
we’ll focus on Nevis,” she
said.

When questioned about the
hoe results from the test will
be used, Rawlins noted that
they are going to stay in
Nevis.

“We do partner along with
the hospitals, so were work-
ing alongside with them so
all results are going to stay
within Nevis and follow up
will be done in Nevis as

well,” she
said. “So,
Nevis does
h a v e
resources in
place. They
have HIV

units that we work alongside
with these people going for-
ward and we will collabo-
rate with them in the future.” 

Rawlins said that the event
went very well and she was
very satisfied with the turn
out.

Shelgh James, the educator
coordinator at the Health
Promotion Unit, pointed out
that they are working in col-
laboration with Barrel for
Change and noted that one
of the good things about this
organization is that it is
“bringing new ideas into the
Ministry of Health in the
approach to health and bet-
ter health and welfare and
change for [people].And a
positive thing about the days
event was that you learned
so much from it. If you did-
n’t know you have a condi-
tion, today [was] the day
you would find out.”

James explained the impor-
tance of having a fair such as
this during the Culturama
season.

“I think it is important to
have it this time of the year,”
she said. “This time of the
year people tend to be less
careful because of the alco-
hol influence. You make bad
decisions, bad choices and it
only takes a second to make

that error, then that’s it. We
are hoping that people will
lock on to the idea through
festivals; this is the high
point of risk, where people
really need to take note as to
what is there to prevent inci-
dences of STI and other
things like HIV.” 

She said that the day’s event
did not target a certain num-
ber of people nor did it target
a certain age group.

“We don’t have
limits….when it is health it
is health,” she said. “A cross
sector of ages attended
[because good] health just
doesn’t pertain to old peo-
ple. With noncommunicable
[disease], you tend to think
elderly people, but you get a
cross range of young people
sometimes. Young people
have diabetes that go unde-
tected for years, until the cri-
sis kicks in [and] then it sur-
faces. We care for every-
body [in] all age groups “

Founder Rawlins said that
the health fair will be an
annual event in Nevis during
the Culturama season.

“Each year we should be
growing and expanding, so
this year we’re just focusing
on basic screening [and]
educating people on preven-
tive measures,” she said,
“but I do want to expand it
going forward. I do want to
be able to do prostate
screening, genetic testing
and things of that nature, so
we’re starting small, but we
definitely will get bigger.”

Hundreds turn out for health screening,
while founder promises bigger next year

POSITION AVAILABLE 
FOR AN ESTATE MANAGER

Seeking an experienced, detail-oriented, and exceptionally

organized individual to fill the position of Estate Manager

for a large estate in the Caribbean. 

The Estate Manager works directly with the Owner, Chief

Administrative Officer, and Chief of Staff to plan and exe-

cute daily household services, short-term projects, and long-

term goals.   

Applicants should have at least 10 years at the highest level

of personal service experience with hotels, private families

and/or individuals. College or other advanced degree

required.

Kindly email Resume to:

estatejob9655@gmail.com
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By Loshaun Dixon

Basseterre, St. Kitts -
The St. Kitts and
Nevis Patriots are set
for another Caribbean
Premier League (CPL)
campaign, securing
final roster spots as
well as participating in
warm-up games.

The team had a warm-
up game in Nevis on
Saturday, in Antigua
on the following day
and is scheduled to
play a third in the USA
against a USA team
after they flew to
Florida Monday. 

“Those would be our
three warm-up games,
which we believe
would give us the
appropriate and
required practice
going into the
game…Sa tu rday, ”
said Richard Berridge,
the Patriots’ chief
operations officer to

reporters at a sponsor-
ship event.

He explained that the
team had been facing
delays in securing
work permits for the
players for the United
States leg of the tour-
nament.

“We had a few issues
with respect to the
U.S. work permits,
just like everybody
else,” he said. “We had
a number of delays for
extra processing and
so forth. However, it
hasn’t dampened the
spirit of the team.
There are guys who
have not been able to
make it yet, [but] they
[will] join us along the
way, hopefully by
Tuesday.”

He indicated that some
of the team had been
in camp since July 24
and had made consid-
erable gains since.

“The guys who are
here have been work-
ing very hard,”
Berridge said. “It has
been a really nice
environment not just
working hard, but hav-
ing fun.”

Berridge also
announced that the
team had lost four
players announced in
the original roster. He
explained that
Australian all-rounder
Ben Cutting is injured
nd South African Chris
Morris didn’t acquire
the non-object certifi-
cate. Kieran Powell
and Alzarri Joseph,
who both will be on
West Indies duty in
England during the
CPL, will also miss
out. They will be
replaced by Pakistani
seamer Hasan Ali,
who is one of the most
exciting young fast
bowlers in world

cricket; Tonito Willet,
the dynamic Nevisian
all-rounder; and
Pakinstani all-rounder
Mohamed Hafeez,
who is has played 78
T20 internationals.
The final replacement
player announced was
South African Vernon
Philander.

Berridge stated that
the franchise is
pleased in picking up
such excellent players.
“We have been fortu-
nate to get such high-
quality replacements
that more than cover
those players that we
have lost,” he said.
“The Patriots manage-
ment team feels this is
the best squad that we
have had going into a
Hero CPL season and
we are very confident

of having a fantastic
tournament.”

The minister of sport,
the Honourable Shawn
Richards, described
the CPL as a staple
here in St. Kitts and
Nevis during the last
four years, with the
government having
signed an agreement
up until 2019.

“CPL involves a part-
nership among many
entities and with St.
Kitts and Nevis now
having its own fran-
chise, that partnership
becomes even more
important,” he said
“The government has
made an investment in
CPL because of the
immense benefits
brought to the people
of St. Kitts and Nevis.

Some of those benefits
extend to the tourism
sector. Not only do
you have thousands of
viewers, both locally
and internationally,
but it represents a sig-
nificant marketing
effort for the govern-
ment of St. Kitts and
Nevis. It also repre-
sents an effort in terms
of sport's tourism.”

The CPL bowls off
Friday in Florida with
the St. Lucia Stars tak-
ing on the Trinbago
Knight Riders, while
action bowls off for
the Patriots on the fol-
lowing day against the
Guyana Amazon
Warriors.  The Warner
Park leg of the CPL
will bowl off Aug. 18
and run to Aug. 23. 

SKN Patriots set for
another CPL campaign
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By Monique Washington

Staff at the Nevis
Electricity Company
NEVLEC completed a
five-day training
workshop on the
NEVLEC’s most
recent purchase of a
3.85 megawatt
Wӓrtsilӓ plant engine,
but power outages
continue still.

The training workshop
for workers at Nevlec
began Monday and
was facilitated by the
senior instructor of
technical service,
Matti Kakko, of
Technical Service
T u r b o c h a r g e r s
Wӓrtsilӓ North
America Inc.
NEVLEC procured in
the past months two
generators with the
help of a $5 million
deposit from the Sugar
I n d u s t r y
D i v e r s i f i c a t i o n
Foundation to help fix

electricity woes resi-
dences have been fac-
ing.

The minister in charge
of NEVLEC, the
Honourable Alexis
Jeffers, spoke at the
opening of the work-
shop to lend his sup-
port to the trainees in
ensuring that
NEVLEC becomes a
major company on the
island. 

“I came here this
morning as the minis-
ter responsible
because I want to lend
my support in all you
are trying to do here at
NEVLEC and to
ensure that we contin-
ue to transform this
company and make it
what it should be –
that is, the major elec-
tricity generator and
one of the major com-
panies on the island,”
he said. He also
thanked Wӓrtsilӓ for

being “our partner for
almost 20 years.”

He told the trainees
that knowledge is
important, “but what
you do with the
knowledge is also
important,” he added.
“I believe that the
knowledge that you
garner here this week
would be important to
sustain you as you go
along in improving
yourself in the work
place.”

Jeffers also urged the
participants to make
sure that at the end of
the training, they
would be able to apply
the new knowledge in
a way that would help
NEVLEC to provide
reliable and quality
electricity moving for-
ward.

Meanwhile, frustrated
NEVLEC customers
took to social media to

express anguish about
the constant outages.
Carlise Powell, oppo-
sition senator in the
Nevis Island
Assembly, expressed
his own frustration
Wednesday, saying:

“Now, my dear
NEVLEC, please stop
stressing me out. The
minister says that the
power is back to nor-
mal. Our visitors and
returning family mem-
bers say differently.

They are frustrated
with this backward,
third world, on and off
state of water and elec-
tricity in Nevis in
2017. Lord, man, peo-
ple expect better.
People deserve better.
People demand bet-
ter,” he wrote.

The 3.85 generator is
scheduled to be turned
later this month.
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EMPLOYMENT OPP0RTUNITY
Kalimata Inc is seeking three (3) Retail Store Supervisors with at

least 3 years experience for the company’s three locations
(Sharky’s, Iguana Rock & Lazy Lizard).

Spanish speaking skill will be an asset. Please send application to
hareshsadarangani@yahoo.com

or P O Box 2177, Basseterre, St. Kitts

NEVLEC workers trained while outage
frustrations grow 
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By Zoe Bendeito, the
Observer’s intern

On July 30, the
Observer conducted an
interview with Pastor
Tebron Flemming, a
certified minister, and
her mother, Pastor
Sandra Flemming,
about how the two saw
a need for a rehabilita-
tion center for the fed-
eration of St. Kitts and
Nevis and how they
put that thought into
action.

Tebron had traveled to
St. Lucia in 2014 for
ministry training and
to Jamaica in 2015 for
training at a rehabilita-
tion center there
known as “Youth
Challenge.” An
ordained minister and
a trained counselor,
director and teacher,
she also had training at
another program
known as “Living
Free.”

After her experiences,
she had realized that
the federation of St.
Kitts and Nevis could
benefit from such an
establishment to help
those dealing with
social ills. She is in
partnership with the
global Teen Challenge
Organization, which is
in more than 100 other
countries providing
rehabilitation for their

people.

Sandra had mentioned
that in Jamaica,
Tebron trained with
Teen Challenge staff
and to equip her with
the knowledge and
information to teach,
to council and to direct
a Teen Challenge cen-
ter. 

“We realized that there
was a need here in St.
Kitts and Nevis for
[people] to be rehabili-
tated from not just
drugs, but [from] bad
or destructive behav-
ior, lifestyles and stuff
such as that, so [after]
the training I did there
[at] Teen Challenge [in
Jamaica], I decided
[that] when I [got]
back, I [would] want
to install a base here,”
Tebron said. “Our
vision for this program
right now is to first
sensitize the commu-
nity here in Nevis as
well in St. Kitts. We’re
going to do campaigns
and we would like to
get a base here. We
want to train some
other [people].”

After directing and
teaching a class in July
2016, Tebron saw her
students graduate from
the program under the
Teen Challenge ban-
ner. 

“On Sunday, July 23
this year, we had the
graduation of nine
[people] who [went]
through the program,”
she said. “So they
[learned] and [were]
trained to help them-
selves [conquer] what-
ever was controlling
them, whatever [was]
dictating their lives
and now they can help
others, too.”

She continued by clar-
ifying the difference
between the two pro-

grams of Youth
Challenge and Living
Free they would like
introduce.

“Living Free is non-
residential, while Teen
Challenge is residen-
tial,” she said. “Living
Free screens people
and teaches them to
deal with life-control-
ling problems and they
also screen them so
they could know who
can stop here with the
nonresidential pro-
gram and who should

go on to the residential
program.”

The residential pro-
gram would allow cer-
tain people such as
drug addicts to stay for
12 months living in the
rehab center. The non-
residential program
would be for people
who would want to
walk in for help and
counseling just for a
day or less. 

“This program helps
[people] identify life-

controlling problems
and apply the lessons
or tools that they
[learned] in this pro-
gram to their own per-
sonal lives,” she said.
“Then they can help
others identify and
overcome their life
controlling problems.”

The two women have
asked the government
for assistance and are
currently trying to
identify an appropriate
building for a rehabili-
tation center. The
Observer will keep
you updated with any
other additional infor-
mation.

Pastors see need for a rehabilitation
center on St. Kitts and Nevis
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that we can’t be
importing everything,”
Neil said. “Once we
have the right people
around us who will
support us in terms of
having the resources to
move things out of the
prototyping stage, I’m
sure the whole econo-
my of St. Kitts and
Nevis would turn
around. If you look at
it around the world,
science and technolo-
gy is what drives most

of the world’s econo-
my. We need [people]
around us will actually
support us, people who
will push the pro-
gram.”  
Events like this one,
which exemplify the
incredible work the
youth can do if given
the right tools and edu-
cation, are sure to go a
long way toward
accomplishing Neil’s
goals of a home grown
technology infrastruc-
ture.

From page 5

CFBC holds technology
capstone networking event
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FEATURED SHORT

By Monique Washington

The Nevis Island
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n
Mosquito Bay pier
that was supposed to
be completed by
August has still not
completed Step One
with the Department
of Physical Planning.

The Observer visited
the Department of
Physical Planning on
Tuesday and was able
to view the plans for
the proposed pier at
Mosquito Bay, but
understands that it has
not been approved as
yet. The proposed
plans submitted was
the first step in any
development, which is
then followed by the
Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA).

According to the pro-
posal plans, the con-
struction of the pier
will lead to 60 new

jobs, directly and indi-
rectly, including engi-
neers, architects,
labors, material sup-
pliers and so on.

The minister in charge
of the project and area
representative, the
Honourable Alexis
Jeffers, boasted of the
completion of the pier
during the Culturama
season ahead of the
opening of the Park
Hyatt in St. Kitts.

According to a press
release from the Nevis
Island Administration,
the NIA has sought to
provide safer facilities
for people traveling to
St. Kitts via the grow-
ing water taxi service
on the island. The new
pier is to be construct-
ed at Jones Estate on
Oualie Beach on the
northwest coast. The
pier will be a 100-feet
by 10-feet pier and

will be managed by
the Nevis Air and Sea
Ports Authority
(NASPA). The cost of
the pier is EC$5 mil-
lion, which includes
the purchase of lands
at EC$3.5 million. The
project is funded by a
grant from the Sugar
I n d u s t r y
D i v e r s i f i c a t i o n
Foundation.

According to the pro-
posed plan submitted,
the funds will be used
in “the construction of
the pier, pier building,
breakwaters (if
required) and other
site work expected to
take place between
June 2017 and August
2017. The pier would
then be open for use in
either late August
2017 or early
September.”

NIA proposed pier stuck
on first step

Continued on page 13
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The proposed pier
concept financial pro-
jection is estimated to
bring in revenue of
C$3.8 million over a
period of five years.

“Direct revenue that is
said will be generated
will be from merchan-
dise sales,” the pro-
posal stated. “The
spinoff revenue is
lift/haul out/launch
fees and the dry land
storage and boat yard
facilities, docking
fees, charter fishing
boats and water sports,
fuel/oil sale and pump
out service. The suc-
cess of the pier will
rely on the ability to

attract and retain cus-
tomers. As with most
high-end recreational
pursuits, many cus-
tomers will not appre-
ciate the high capital
cost of constructing
the pier or the cost to
properly maintain the
facility. It is therefore
extremely important to
provide quality service
at a fair price and in a
friendly manner.”

A number of residents
on the island, along
with nominated Nevis
Reformation Arty can-
didate for St. James
Virgil Brown, have
made objections to the
pier, saying the loca-
tion of the pier will
destroy the last family
beach on the island.

LOCAL  NEWS
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By Kenan Dudley

Basseterre, St. Kitts –
In an ongoing effort to
speak out against gun
violence in the federa-
tion, the Honourable
Dr. Timothy Harris has
spent much of the
week of July 30-Aug.
6 speaking to local
families and leaders
urging them to speak
out if they have infor-
mation that could help
crime-fighting efforts.
Speaking at a worship
service at the Faith
Tabernacle Church,
Harris told church-
goers to speak to those

they feel comfortable
with in the community
if they would rather
not speak to police. 

“Those of you
who know where the
guns are hidden – in
the backyard, up in the
mountain – I appeal to
you in the interest of
the country that we
love, in order to
reverse the tide of so
many young people’s
lives being snapped
away from them when
they have so much
potential ahead of
them, please speak
out,” Harris said. 

These efforts
followed a weekend in
which the 30th gun
was seized by police in
2017, compared to a
total of 36 in all of
2016. While this
points to increased
police protection and
awareness in a com-
munity, the number
also suggests an over-
all increase in the
numbers of guns on
the streets of the feder-
ation, as the police are
on pace to obtain 60
illegal firearms this
year. Harris estimated
that 95 percent of

these guns are coming
into the country from
the United States,
which is the closest
country that has a legal
firearm distribution
network. 

Harris said he
discussed this fact
with former U.S.
President Bill Clinton
in his meeting with
Clinton last week in an
effort to reduce this
problem from the
source. The fight
against crime contin-
ues abroad and at
home, and Harris
ramped up his promis-

es when meeting
with the press on
Wednesday. 

To extend
an olive branch to
those engaging in a
dishonest living,
Harris took his talks a
step further and
offered up a guarantee
of honest work for
those wishing to turn a
new leaf. 

“If there are any
young people out there
involved in illegal
activity and they want
to make a turn, I will
guarantee them a job if
they are seriously
committed to turning
away from a life of
crime,” Harris said.
“That is a solemn
guarantee I make. I
will guarantee you a
job that you can at
least earn if you are
serious about making a
turn for the better. The

country deserves
fewer criminals, and
the cost of maintaining
peace and security
requires us to think
outside the box if we
are to nip this situation
in the bud.” 

Details of this guaran-
tee were not expanded
upon, but it was noted
that it is something
that can and will be
done if people are
ready and willing to
step away from crime.
Harris pointed to high
price points for new
developments such as
the new Basseterre
High School and
argued that paying
high prices for these
sorts of developments
pales in comparison to
the prices the country
must pay in terms of
lives lost and rehab
programs established. 

PM Harris speaks on gun violence

From page 12

NIA proposed
pier stuck on
first step

AD SPACE FOR RENT...
GIVE US A CALL TODAY.

Tel: 469-5907
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By Kenan Dudley

Charlestown, Nevis –
Not even two hours
after the Culturama
festival officially
opened July 27, the
competition was on.
The Junior Kaiso
Contest was the first
event held at the
Cultural Village and
Terron “Invincible”
Webb was declared
the winner after 11
Junior Kaisos fought
hard to take home the
trophy. Webb finished
with 256 points, nar-
rowly edging out first
runner up Shomari
“Mighty Sookie”
Mitchell, who fin-
ished with 252 points.
In third was Zyon
“LegaZ” with 239
points. The night
ended with the music

of Odisi Band and
Extacy Sounds to cel-
ebrate the winners. 

On Sunday, the com-
petition headed to the
Cultural Complex for
the Mr. and Mrs.
Talented Youth
Pageant. A young Mr.
and Mrs from a vari-
ety of primary
schools across St.
Kitts and Nevis met
to express themselves
and show off their tal-
ents on the 30th edi-
tion of the event. 

At the end of the
night, St. Thomas’
Primary Schools rep-
resentatives Ky-
Manie Browne and
Darcia Jeffers came
away winners with a
score of 587 points.
First runners up were
the Jocelyn Liburd

Primary Schools duo
of Eldon Liburd and
Shante Hendrickson
with 565 points,
while second runners
up went to Dakari
Brown and Jahniya
Wilkin of Ivor
Walters Primary
School with 536
points. Third runner
up in a tight competi-
tion was Charlestown
Primary Schools pair-
ing of Samuel Clark
and Sheniel Rodney.
St. Thomas’ Primary
School nearly swept
the best of categories
on their way to victo-
ry, claiming best
sponsor appreciation
video, creative cos-
tume and talent. St.
James Primary
School found them-
selves on the board as
well, winning best

30th anniversary ball
attire. 

As the week began,
the competition con-
tinued to heat up. The
first-ever Caribbean
Female Calypso
Competition was held
July 31 at the Cultural
Complex. Ten female
Calypsonians sang
their hearts out, but it
was Kittitian Lady
Diva who walked
away the winner, with
her strong perfor-
mances of “Gender
Equity” and “Cancer
Free” enough to pro-
pel her to the top. 

The final competition
in a strong first week
of performances at
the Culturama
Festival was the Ms.
Culture Swimsuit
Contest hosted at the

Cultural Complex in
Charlestown. The
contest included
overall winners and a
variety of “best of”
categories, much like
the talented youth
competition. Tereka
Brown, Miss Clive
E v e l y n ’ s
Construction, was
crowned Miss Culture
Swimwear Queen for
2017. First runner up
was Monique Hall,
Miss Nevis Solid
Waste Management,
and second runner up
was Kachiana Robin,
Miss F.I.T. Wellness
Center. On her way to
claiming the crown,
Browne was named
the “best of” in the
categories of
Identical Swimwear,
One piece, Two
Piece, Creative

Swimwear, Miss
Photogenic and the
People’s Choice
Award winner. Theloa
Vanterpool, Miss
Carib Brewery, won
Miss Congeniality. 

That concludes the
long list of winners in
the first week of the
Culturama Festival.
Week two will feature
a variety of competi-
tions, including the
Groovy and Power
Soca Monarch finals
Aug. 3, the TDC
Senior Kaiso contest
Aug 5, S.L. Horsford
Ms. Culture Queen
Pageant Aug 6 and
the Ms. Caribbean
Culture Queen
Pageant and King of
the Turntables DJ
competition Aug 7. 
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Culturama 43 contest winners come out strong 
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By Noella Swaby, Observer
intern, with Kenan Dudley

On Aug. 1 outside of Hamilton
House, a gathering of people
grieved and remembered a fateful
day that occurred many years ago.
The peaceful morning had the vis-
itors reminiscing of a not-so-
peaceful event that happened Aug.
1, 1970 – a date so far in the past,
yet a tragedy still so close to the
hearts of those who lost loved
ones.

The gathering commemorated the
47th anniversary of the fatal
Christena ferry disaster, and the
Honourable Premier Vance Amory
gave remarks to those in atten-
dance near the memorial erected in
memory of lives lost. 

“This was an event [that] changed
the course of history, not just for
Nevis, but for St. Kitts and Nevis
as a country,” Amory said. 

According to author Whitman T.
Brown, who wrote later about the
event, “the passenger capacity was
155, but that afternoon Christena
had approximately 320 people on
board. When the boat was half a
mile off Nags Head (a promontory
at the southern tip of the southeast-
ern peninsula of St. Kitts), and
entering the rougher seas that line
up with the channel between the
two islands, the ferry boat took on
water and sank. Only 91 people
survived....” 

The incident sparked a massive
amount of change in the ferry sys-
tem and increased awareness of
the importance of safety when
traveling for all in the federation.
“Our memorial is not to continue
to approach on blame, I think we
have done enough of that,” Amory
said. “It is not to complain but
rather, show our respect and our
regard to those who are lost and
are to be remembered, and the con-
tributions which they have made.”

Most people on the islands know
of someone who has suffered
because of the tragedy, and can
recognize that day as one that
would forever change the course
of history in St. Kitts and Nevis.
Since the crash, upgraded vessels
have been introduced into the ferry
system, as well as life-saving

devices and improvements on
knowledge of those in charge of
passengers safety. 

“The suitability of the vessels
shows that each [that] supplies and
moves people between Saint Kitts
and Nevis is adequately equipped
with life-saving devices and
trained staff, who are capable of
managing those boats as they trav-

el,” Amory said. “One of the
things [that] this event continues to
teach us is lessons of resilience
and not to make the same mistakes
ever again.”

There was a belief from Amory
that we should allow this past
occurrence to enlighten our path in
life, and he spoke on the specifics
of the lessons that we are still

learning from tragedies such as
this one. 
“Spend more time with our family
and friends, cherish them so that if,
God forbid, we were to lose them
through any event, natural caused
or accidents, man-made disasters,
we would not regret that we did
not take the time to be loving and
to share,” Amory said. 

C M Y K
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Body Warp Sculpture
Holistic Nutrition
Zoe Sensational Life.
Please contact 660-3647 

BABYSITTER, AT LEAST 5 YRS
EXPERIENCE WORKING WITH
BABIES. CALL 667-3364

SKN marks 47th anniversary of Christena disaster

! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !

! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !

! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !

! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !

! ! ! ! ! !

 

 

RETAIL OPPORTUNITY 
 

AT PARK HYATT WE ARE TRUE MASTERS OF DETAIL AND WE RELISH OUR 

KNOWLEDGE TO CREATE UNIQUE EXPERIENCES. THIS IS A PHILOSOPHY WHICH WE 

INCORPORATE INTO ALL ASPECTS OF OUR OPERATION INCLUDING RETAIL SERVICES. 

 

AS WE MOVE TOWARD THE OPENING IN NOVEMBER WE ARE DELIGHTED TO SHARE 

THAT THE RESORT WILL HAVE A RETAIL ZONE KNOWN AS “THE MARKET PLACE”. 

 

IN A PRIME LOCATION WITHIN THE ARRIVAL AREA ADJACENT TO OUR FISHERMAN’S 

VILLAGE RESTAURANT & BAR, THE MARKET PLACE COMPRISES THREE RETAIL 

STORES PLUS FOUR ADDITIONAL MARKET STANDS RESERVED FOR LOCAL ARTISANS. 

 

QUALIFIED AND EXPERIENCED RETAIL PROFESSIONALS WHO SHARE OUR SERVICE 

PHILOSOPHY ARE INVITED TO TENDER FOR THE THREE INTIMATE COMMERCIAL 

RETAIL SPACES SITUATED WITHIN THE MARKET PLACE. WE ALSO INVITE LOCAL 

ARTISANS TO MAKE CONTACT WITH THE RESORT FOR CONSIDERATION FOR THE 

MARKET STANDS OPPORTUNITY.  

 

THE TENDER FOR THESE SERVICES WILL BE DUE AT 

THE RESORT NO LATER THAN 12.00 NOON ON MONDAY AUGUST 14th 2017.  !

To receive tender document please contact Maresia Joseph 

at Maresia.joseph@hyatt.com or 869 467 4802 for further 

information. 

FATBOY NEEDS 1 FISHERMAN
FOR NIGHT FISHING
CONTACT 762-8049

Flamingo Construction
Services - Need Carpenter

668-8081
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By Monique Washington 

Nevis’s own music producer, Hossien
"Daddy Span" Brandy, is making his
mark internationally as the only
Nevisian music producer to produce an
album with many international and local
dancehall, reggae and Soca artists.

Brandy, who is a residence of Brick Klin
Village Nevis, has been playing with and
has been the producer for the Odisi Band
for the past 15 years. Spane Beats record
label was launched in February 2017
and is the soul endeavor of Hossien
Brandy.

Brandy spoke with the Observer
Thursday about his creation of a rhythm
called “Medz Rhythm” that has taken
flight throughout the region.

When questioned on how his rhythm
got international attention he explained:
"Well, I created Medz Rhythm and I
have some links in Jamaica, so I sent it
to them and they loved the beat.”

Since then, artists such as king of dance
hall Bennie Man, Jah Vinci, Droop Lion,
General Degree, Sem-G ft. Suga,
Stacious, Shanty B, Mac Truc, Kiyode
Erasto,Tyrific, Terry T-gan, Fucha Kid,

Jah Fire ft. Ripper HD and James Z have
all sang to the track and have made an
album that was released July 7.

He said that currently there is very
“heavy” marketing on the album, which
is available on both ITunes and Amazon,
or from artists featured on the album.
When questioned about upcoming per-
formances from the various artists fea-
tured on his album, Brandy said after the
marketing, “then later we will do one or
two shows, he said. "Right now, we will
be working on upcoming video, Soca
projects, dancehall and reggae projects.”

Brandy said that the public has respond-
ed well to the album.

Brandy took the time to “big up” various
people who helped with his project:
“Big up to Federation in Antigua, Black
Rogue International, Linford Marshal,
Grammy award-winning engineer,
[who] mixed the album, and V.P
records.”

LOCAL  NEWS
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Nevisian producer goes international

By Monique Washington

The heart of Charlestown will come alive
today for the annual Department of
Agriculture Fruit Festival. Now in its
12th year, the annual event will be held at
the D.R Walwyn Plaza in Charlestown
from 9 a.m.- 6 p.m.

The theme said is one that has been used
for all of the Department of Agriculture’s
activities for 2017. “The fruit festival will
be held under the theme Embracing
Climate Smart Agriculture to Achieve
Food Security,” said Permanent
Secretary of Agriculture Eric Evelyn.
“We use the same theme for opening day
for all our activities. That is the theme we
carry thorough the entire year.”

Evelyn outlined some of the days high-
lights to the Observer on Wednesday:
“The fruit festival will be everything
fruit,” he said. “Fruit dishes, fruit drink,
fruit wine and our highlight, our cake
competition.”

He said that the cake competition will
have three categories: cheesecake, light
fruit cake and heavy fruit cake. The focus
will be on the use of local fruits.

“In addition to the cake competition will
also have an ice cream competition,” he
said. “Every year for the ice cream com-
petition, we use a different base, but
because we have so much mangoes read-
ily available, we decided to use mango
this year.”

Evelyn said that because there is an abun-
dance of watermelon on the island, they
are also looking to bring back the water-
melon eating competition. “We haven’t
had it for a long time, so we are looking
to bring it back,” he said. “We have an
abundance of watermelon, honeydew
and cantaloupe on the island.”

He noted that though it is a fruit festival,
the Abattoir will be in attendance.
“Abattoir will also on hand from 6 a.m.,
so people who will be planning on cook-
ing for the food fair can purchase their
meat,” he said.

“Everyone is invited to come to the
Department of Agriculture 12th annual
Fruit fair. There will be food vendors,
competitions and lots to see. Also, we
will have music as well as a live band in
the afternoon.”

12th Annual
Fruit Festival
kicks off today
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Culturama Heads to the
Nevis Heritage Village

Students from The Nevis Cultural Development Foundation's summer
camp showcase what they've learned
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Seven to Come Up Against
Delly Ranks in Both

Groovy and Power Soca

WANTED
Dwight or Fredica

Contact # 767-7542,7667605

Name of Business:

Going on the beach

Cockleshell Beach Southeast Peninsula

Type of business:

Rental of Beach Equipments

Positions: Chef, Equipment Dissemble

1188 August 4, 2017.qxp_Web master June 13,  2008  8/4/17  4:23 PM  Page 18



LOCAL  NEWS The St. Kitts-Nevis Observer. Friday August 4th, 2017 Page 19

NHCS Expresses Concerns on Proposed Treasury Building

Continued on page 22
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Continued on page 21

Richards Urges Caribbean Tax Administrators to
be Efficient in Collection During Difficult Times

Trio Denied Bail, Remanded to HMP

Deputy Prime Minister of St. Kitts and Nevis
Shawn Richards

Her Majesties Prison Basseterre
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By Loshaun Dixon

Basseterre, St. Kitts -
The St. Kitts and
Nevis Patriots are set
for another Caribbean
Premier League (CPL)
campaign, securing
final roster spots as
well as participating in
warm-up games.

The team had a warm-
up game in Nevis on
Saturday, in Antigua
on the following day
and is scheduled to
play a third in the USA
against a USA team
after they flew to
Florida Monday. 

“Those would be our
three warm-up games,

which we believe
would give us the
appropriate and
required practice
going into the
game…Sa tu rday, ”
said Richard Berridge,
the Patriots’ chief
operations officer to
reporters at a sponsor-
ship event.

He explained that the
team had been facing
delays in securing
work permits for the
players for the United
States leg of the tour-
nament.

“We had a few issues
with respect to the
U.S. work permits,
just like everybody
else,” he said. “We had
a number of delays for
extra processing and
so forth. However, it
hasn’t dampened the

spirit of the team.
There are guys who
have not been able to
make it yet, [but] they
[will] join us along the
way, hopefully by
Tuesday.”

He indicated that some
of the team had been
in camp since July 24
and had made consid-
erable gains since.

“The guys who are
here have been work-
ing very hard,”

Berridge said. “It has
been a really nice
environment not just
working hard, but hav-
ing fun.”

Berridge also
announced that the
team had lost four
players announced in
the original roster. He
explained that
Australian all-rounder
Ben Cutting is injured
nd South African
Chris Morris didn’t
acquire the non-object
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Trio Denied Bail, Remanded to HMP

SKN Robotics Team Excels At
International Level

NIA New Owners of Herbert’s Beach
From page 7

From page 20

Page 21

1st Ever Annual Caribbean Female Calypso Competition:

Lone Protester Objects to New National Security Adviser Appointment
From page 10

From page 6

Lady Hammon

St. Kitts and

Nevis From page 16
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Eustace John, Former Deputy
Governor-General, Dies At 78

NHCS Expresses Concerns on Proposed
Treasury Building

Page 22

From page 13

From page 3

A Monkey to Blame?
From page 12

CARICOM Seeks Support for Women, Adolescent Girls, Children

Couple Charged with Firearm Possession, Intent to Supply Drugs
From page 2
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LIQUOR LICENCES 
ORDINANCE, 1906
SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘C’
To the Superintendent of Police

I, Oscar Silvseter Wallace now resid-
ing in Rawlins Village in the Parish
of St. James’s do hereby give you
notice.
That it is my intention to apply on 
17th Day of July 2017 next to the
District Magistrate at Charlestown for
a Retail Liquor & Beer Licence in
respect of my premises at Cotton
Ginnery Mall, in Charlestown.
Dated this 17th day of July 2017

Signed:   O. S. Wallace

A & A Trucking Service & Heavy
Equipment Rental is seeking a person with
multiple skills such as Radiator Technician,
Welder, Truck Driver and Mechanic.
Please contact (869)- 661-2977.

T.R. Fashions at Stoney Grove
is seeking a tailor.
Please contact 667-6570

Hung’s Auto Body is Seeking
an Experienced Secretary
Call: 661-2777

Maria Beauty Salon Needs
Stylist with 4 to 5 years

experince. Call 469-764-4838 

FATBOY NEEDS 1 FISHERMAN
FOR NIGHT FISHING
CONTACT 762-8049

FRANCISCA BAR 
EXPERIENCED BARTENDER
CONTACT 667-9660

Advisory from The St. Kitts-Nevis Observer...

BEWARE THE SCAMMERS!
Beware of correspondence which purports to

make you rich overnight. DO NOT give out ANY 

Information concerning your credit
card, bank account, phone number

or even your address.Using your phone while driving is dangerous...
Don’t take a chance on someone else’s life,

drive with some concern

LIQUOR LICENCES 
ORDINANCE, 1906
SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘C’
To the Superintendent of Police

I, Vanessa Dore now residing in
Middleworksin the town of
Gingerland, Nevis do hereby give you
notice.
That it is my intention to apply on 
31st Day of July 2017 next to the
District Magistrate at Charlestown for
a Liquor Licence in respect of my
premises at Hanley’s Road, in Nevis.
Dated this 31st day of July 2017

Signed:   Vanessa Dore
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