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By Loshaun Dixon

Basseterre, St. Kitts –
The Ministry of Health
in St. Kitts and Nevis
has announced it is
currently investigating
“certain clinical trials”
that were conducted in
the federation in 2016,

allegedly with the sup-
port of Southern
Illinois University
(SIU) in the United
States of America.

In a statement released
on Aug. 30, the
Ministry of Health
stated that neither the

cabinet, the Ministry
of Health, the office of
the chief medical offi-
cer (CMO) nor the St.
Kitts and Nevis
Medical Board has
ever been approached
on this project.

“By extension, none of
these agencies has
approved such a ven-
ture,” the released stat-
ed. “As a result, an
active investigation
has commenced into
this project. The
Ministry of Health will
always ensure that all
research involving
human participants
follow international
standards which pro-
tect the safety and
security of persons
involved.”

The statement also
noted that CMO Dr.
Hazel Laws has estab-
lished a committee to
examine research pro-
tocols in St. Kitts and

Nevis.

“In order to help fulfil
this mandate, the chief
medical officer con-
vened an Interim
Ethics Review
Committee (IERC) to
vet all medical
research protocols in
the federation in keep-
ing with international
best practices. The role
of the IERC is to
ensure that the basic
ethical principles and
guidelines that govern
the conduct of
research involving
human beings are
maintained at all
times.”

It also promised an
update will be provid-
ed to the public once
the investigations by
the Ministry of
National Security have
been concluded.

According to a report
titled “Game Changer
– Herpes Vaccine
Shows Promise,”
which was published
in February 2017 on a
website of the learning
institution, in the sum-
mer of 2016 20 indi-
viduals traveled to the
federation of Saint
Kitts and Nevis for an
opportunity “to make a
wish come true: stop
the pain of herpes.”

According to the
school’s website, a
vaccine developed by
a researcher associated
with William Halford,
PhD., associate profes-

sor in the Department
of Medical
M i c r o b i o l o g y ,
Immunology and Cell
Biology at SIU School
of Medicine, was
being tested on a
group of U.S. and
British citizens.

“The results were
impressive, suggesting
a functional cure for
the disease may be on
the horizon,” the arti-
cle noted.

It continued: “The
vaccine was the result
of 15 years of Dr.
Halford’s herpes
immunology research,
including a series of
studies to prove the
safety of using a live-
attenuated (weakened)
virus vaccine, a
method that has fallen
out of favour with the
scientific community
over the past 30 years
as the development of
synthetic vaccines has
attracted increased
research funding.”

The article further
indicated that the trial
was designed for con-
venience, speed and
efficiency and was
used as a medium “to
introduce the
TheravaxHSV-2 vac-
cine in an inviting
environment that
would interest patients
and scientists alike.

“While the trial was
modest in size, the
positive results have
created enthusiasm

and optimism within
the online community
of herpes sufferers. It
is viewed as a new
foundation upon
which hope can be
built. One hundred
percent of the partici-
pants reported
improvements in their
symptoms,” it added.

Dr. Patrick Martin,
who was active as
CMO during the trial
and was unaware of
any vaccine trials in
the federation at the
time, said in a state-
ment “I was active as
chief medical officer
from 1st October 2004
to 16th June 2016.
During the period, no
vaccine trial in the fed-
eration came to my
attention.”

However, Martin
noted that research for
health is universally
regarded as an essen-
tial public health func-
tion as new medicines,
vaccines and devices
are intended to
improve health and are
developed via proven
practices. “Trials for
new vaccines and
medicines are major
research undertakings
[that] warrant strict
attention to interna-
tional best practices in
research ethics and
scientific methodolo-
gies,” he said.

He also indicated that
St. Kitts and Nevis is a
member of the interna-
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By Kenan Dudley

Nevis – The Nevis
Reformation Party
held a press confer-
ence Aug. 28, its
fourth public discus-
sion on the issue of
decriminalizing mari-
juana.  At this meeting,
they announced at the
end of discussion that
legalization efforts
will be a part of their
public policy mani-
festo.

The conference fea-
tured the party’s
deputy leader, Hensley
Daniel; the NRP
leader, the Honourable
Joseph Parry; NRP’s
senator, the Hon.
Carlisle Powell, and
Dr. Kelvin Daley.

The talks opened with
prior examples of bills
the NRP passed, such
as allowing pregnant
women to continue
their education, as evi-
dence of their ability
to get new laws into
place on the island.
Then, each speaker
explained benefits
they saw in the legal-
ization of cannabis.

“We have to do this
now,” Daniel said.
“When you see
Canada moving in the
direction of complete
legalization, when you
see Europe trading
marijuana stocks, and
when you see the
resources and the
money being made,
we cannot sleepwalk

in Nevis and miss this
moment in history.”

Among major con-
cerns of the current
state of affairs raised
by the speakers is the
amount of pain being
arrested for marijuana
causes young people,
the medicinal benefits
of the plant that have
to be discussed and
employed under the
table, and the amount
of revenue that they
believe the federation
is missing out on by
not taxing its use.

“There is an evolution-
ary relationship
between the consump-
tion of cannabis and
humans,” Daley said.
“As humans, we have
cannabinoid receptors
in ourselves.  The rea-
sons we have receptors
is because over time,
we developed that
relationship with the
chemicals that are
within cannabis.  Our
body then internalizes
these chemicals and
use them to its benefit.
If this is a harmful
substance, I doubt
very much that we
would have evolution-
ized receptors for it.”

Cannabis’ use as a nat-
ural aid for cancer
patients and other
chronic diseases pro-
vides results, the pre-
senters argued.  At the
very least, the drug can
help those recover
their appetite after a

bout with chemothera-
py and can be used as
a sleep-aid.  A popular
use of the plant for
medicinal value on the
island is through the
form of a marijuana
tea.

“Many, many [people]
are using the tea and
are claiming that they
have gotten consider-
able relief from using
the tea,” Parry said.
We do not have to con-
tinue to be secretive, to
close our eyes and
wink at a matter that
can be easily
addressed.”

Daley continued this
argument by explain-
ing that he has heard
many accounts of
elderly citizens on the
island who have
sought the drug for
recovery purposes and
have praised its ability
to make them feel bet-
ter.

Even if the NRP finds
its way into power on
Nevis, there are argu-
ments that they would
not be able to get the
de c r im ina l i z a t i on
effort past the federal
government.  The NRP
assured the public that
they have a broad out-
line of a policy in
place, but were unable
to offer up the specific
details of their plan
Monday.

“We’re not in govern-
ment,” Parry said.
“We are taking a

strong position, in
terms of policy, when
we get to the govern-
ment we’ll ensure that
we decriminalize and
that we look at ways
and means of benefit-
ing from the marijuana
plant.  It’s very impor-
tant that we involve
the public, make sure
we get the people
involved.  We’re try-
ing to get a consensus.
To pretend this morn-

ing we have all the
answers, we do not.”

This argument at the
moment is a purely
hypothetical one, as
the NRP has no power
to create this legisla-
tion currently.  If they
were to be elected,
allowing this bill to be
enforced would seem
very difficult unless
the federal govern-
ment also decriminal-
ized marijuana.

Regardless, the NRP is
confident in their abil-
ity to legalize it.

“We know exactly
what we’re doing,”
Parry said. “Our
record is there and it is
clear. The NRP will
decriminalize marijua-
na. What we are say-
ing to the public today,
be sure that this will be
there. Put us in gov-
ernment and let us get
to work.”
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As if I should know,
people are asking me
about the date for the
next Nevis Island
Assembly Elections.
Let me take this
opportunity therefore
to outline the process,
as I understand it,
leading up to an actual
election day.

Constitutionally, the
Governor-General ,
acting on the advice of
the Premier (for
Nevis) and Prime
Minister (for St. Kitts-
Nevis) has the authori-
ty to issue a
Proclamation, advis-
ing of the prorogue of
Assembly and/or
Parliament.  This
proclamation must be
done by five years
from the date of the
first sitting of the
Assembly/Parliament
that has last been dis-
solved.  

Secondly, the
Gove rno r-Gene ra l
then issues Writs
under the public seal
of the state.  This is a
document addressed to
each Returning Officer
via the Supervisor of
Elections. 

The actual elections
must be over and done
with within 90 days of
the prorogation of the

Assembly.  But there is
an exception to this
timeline, however.  In
the event of war, in
increments of 12
months at a time, par-
liament can be extend-
ed for up to 5 years.
Note too, that even
after a prorogation, the
functions of the office
of Premier and of
Prime Minister contin-
ues.

A date for nomination
is set.  This date must
allow seven (7) “clear”
days between the pub-
lication of the notice
and the nomination
day itself, and there
must be a minimum of
another seven (7) clear
days between nomina-
tion and the actual
poll.  However, a nom-
inated candidate in not
less than three (3)
clear days before the
voting day, can change
his/her mind and with-
draw from the contest,
and is refunded the
deposit.  The National
Assembly elections
Act, at Section 60(4)
says , in part, “…if the
candidate dies after
the deposit and before
the taking of the poll,
the deposit…shall be
returned to his or her
legal representative”,
or to whoever paid it

on the candidate’s
behalf.  I can recall at
least one candidate in
Nevis who withdrew
his candidacy.

Elections have been
held with a minimum
of nineteen (19) days
between prorogation
and polling. 

I have already shared
the historical statistics
of day, date and month
surrounding elections.
Therefore, all I can say
in answer to the
“when” question is
that I do not know.  All
I know is that the NIA
elections is due by the
first quarter of 2018.  I
can also state that the
electorate is getting
ready, checking and
rechecking their regis-
tration, and registering
anew. In Nevis alone
168 persons success-
fully registered
between January and
July of this year.  This
represents 24.4% of all
registrations for the
period.  I do not know
how that compares
with previous years.

Democracy is alive
and well in St Kitts-
Nevis. One person,
one vote in the right
place and fairness to
all!

C M Y K
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Advisory from The St. Kitts-Nevis Observer...

BEWARE THE SCAMMERS!
Beware of correspondence which purports to

make you rich overnight. DO NOT give out ANY 

Information concerning your credit
card, bank account, phone number

or even your address.

Supporters of the St Kitts Nevis Patriots cricket team were not pleased
about the application of the Duckworth-Lewis-Stern (DLS) method of
deciding the game; but those of the Knight Riders of Trinidad & Tobago
certainly were. 

A google researched article on the methodology notes its complexity
and admits that the team batting last has the advantage of playing more
aggressively than if they had full overs, and can consequently achieve a
higher run rate. The article ends with this statement “Concerns have
been raised as to its suitability for Twenty20 matches, where a high scor-
ing over can drastically alter the situation of the game and variability of
the run-rate is higher over matches with a shorter number of overs”.  We
interpret that to mean the system is not as fair as it should be.

There is evidence that the DLS method of forcing a cricket result favours
the side batting last.  In another on-line article coming out of India, 1712
Twenty/20 games played between 2007 and 2016 were analysed.  1628
were naturally completed and 84 were forced into the DLS. Of those
completed normally, 51 % were won by the team batting first. That is
normal odds.  But in the 84 games that were shortened, 61% were won
by the team batting last and facing reduced overs. This is a skewed
result.

Added to this statistical bias, according to the article, the methodology
was designed for the 50/50 game and not for this more shortened ver-
sion.

We have another concern, and it isn’t so much about the formula.  Our
concern is this. Why are our governments encouraged to invest in cost-
ly lighting of fields for night play, only to have play shortened because of
rain?  Surely, force majeure shouldn’t stop play unless the entire field is
flooded.  We opine that every 20/20 match should be played to comple-
tion, even if it ends late.  Fans deserve to see a complete game.

When this position was posed to a Sports Administrator, he pointed out
that it is not so much about the completion of the full game as much as
it is completion of the game within the time bought for TV rights. Games,
he said, do not make any money from gate receipts, but rather from tele-
casting.  A game is expected to last for a certain number of hours and
TV rights are sold for that period of time; and programming is done
around these times. Taping for a later broadcast is not factored into the
arrangement.

That may well be true, but we believe that a spectator and a viewer are
equally traumatized by an abbreviated 20/20 game.

The on-line article ends with this comment: “If the rain clouds arrive, the
most influential figures in the tournament might turn out not to be the
game’s premier batsmen or bowlers, but two ageing British statisticians.
That, as they say, is just not cricket.”

We concur.  Let the teams play!
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A teenager once
described that the most
painful words she ever
heard came from her
own mother.  She had
been called many
things from as far back
as she could remem-
ber, but the words
which hurt the most
were those which
made reference to a
female dog and a pros-
titute, words shouted
to her by her own
mother. It did not mat-
ter that this young girl
knew that people often
curse each other with
little, if any, thought of
the true meaning of the
words.  She just knew
that the intent was
very exact – to inflict
as much pain as possi-
ble. She believed that
if her mother thought
these things about her,
then it must be true.
Words are as powerful
and as deliberate as
blows if they are deliv-
ered with equal vio-
lence.  Knowing that
her mother probably
was not even thinking
of the meaning of the
words she fired at her
did not make this
young girl feel any
better.  All that she
knew was that her
mother had called her
a ‘female dog’ and a
‘bad woman’.

Parenting is a difficult
job and it is a job that
no one is ever suffi-
ciently prepared to do.
The little bundle that
comes home from the
hospital comes with
many things along
with the joy. There is
no prior training and
very little warning of
the exhaustion, the
frustrations, the fears,
the tears, the moments
of helplessness and
exasperation which
comes with raising
another human being.
Parents are the men-
tors for each new gen-
eration, but all of the
learning to do the job
occurs on the job
itself.  There is no
manual.  Caring for a
child can sometimes
be overwhelming, but
being a good parent is
absolutely essential.

Bad parenting can lead

to anger, depression,
self-harm, and even
suicide in children.
Children who are
rejected and mistreat-
ed, both physically and
verbally, develop a
poor image of them-
selves- they feel use-
less and worthless.
They feel unloved.
This can result in the
use of drugs in an
attempt to silence the
sadness, or turning to
gangs or predators in
the hope of finding
acceptance and a mis-
guided version of love.
Children are depen-
dent on their parents to
create a positive expe-
rience of the world and
parents have a respon-
sibility to learn how to
do that.

Here are some the
things that might lead
to better parenting:

See your child as an
individual:

As much as your child
was born to you, she is
still an individual.  She
has her own way of
being in the world.
She has her own
hopes, her own
dreams, her own way
of speaking, walking,
her own pace in doing
things.  Your daughter
is not a copy of you.
See her for who she is
and appreciate the
unique beauty that
makes her special.
Teach her to love her-
self and to discover
her gifts and a healthy
way to live and grow.

Love her for who she
is and not who you
think she should be.  It
is the purest form of
love.  Your actions
determine what kind
of man and what kind
of woman your son
and daughter will
become.

Place blame and
anger where it
belongs:

It is easier to project
rage and revenge on a
child, rather than
direct it towards the
spouse, ex-partner or
father who rightly
deserves it.  A child
cannot strike back, she
cannot inflict harm.
Children need their
parents, so they will
endure many things in
order to not be rejected
or abandoned by a par-
ent.  Furthermore, if a
father is missing from
the family, children
often have no-one else
to turn to or to care for
them other than their
mother.  If a mother is
angry at a child’s
father, direct the anger
where it belongs – at
the father.  A daughter
is not responsible for
her father leaving,
being unfaithful or not
providing financial
support.  She is a vic-
tim of rejection as
well.  She can be an
ally and a comfort. She
is not the enemy.
Fathers are equally
guilty of taking out
their anger for the
mother on the child.
No child bears blame
for the behaviour of
the adults.

Remember your own
experience:

Every parent has had
parents.  Every parent
has been a child.
Every parent knows
what it feels like to be
screamed at, hit,
accused wrongfully,
made to feel foolish,
inadequate, clumsy
and incompetent.
Every parent also
knows the words, the
moments, the looks
and the touch from a
parent or cherished
adult, which made him
feel important and

loved.  In life it is
important to learn
what to do based on
life experience and
observation of others.
Parenting is no differ-
ent.  It is important
that parents remember
the good things that
adults did when they
were growing up, and
work towards using
those skills in raising
their children.  It is
also just as important
to remember the things
that felt awful and to
vow to not repeat
those.  In other words,
learn from both the
good and the bad.

Pause before you lash
out, even with words:

When you feel the
anger rising, before
losing control and
doing something
harmful, it is better to
break away, leave the
situation and come
back when the rage
has calmed.  This
gives a parent the time
to think and the ability
to see the child as a
person that is loved
and not just as a source
of frustration.

Self-care:

It is important that a
parent takes time out

for herself.  If there is
no spouse, arrange
with a family member
or a trusted friend to
take over the parenting
duty periodically.  Just
leaving the children to
go to work is not
enough.  Stress and
resentment can build
up when a person feels
alone and lonely. Take
the time to do some-
thing enjoyable, to
have fun, to refuel.
Take time to rest.
Adequate sleep is one
of the most important
factors in managing
stress.  Without
enough sleep a person
can become irritable
and short-tempered. It
becomes difficult to
think and make good
decisions.  A minimum
of seven to eight (7-8)
hours sleep per night is
the recommended
amount. Go for a walk
on the beach or spend
some time with some-
one who makes you
relax.

‘Sorry’ goes a long
way:

Parents are human, so
they are bound to
make mistakes.  When
that happens, take time
to talk things through
with your children.
Tell them what made

you so angry and what
you can both do differ-
ently next time before
the situation gets out
of hand.  This is good
role modeling for chil-
dren on how to learn
from mistakes and to
take responsibility
when they do some-
thing wrong.

Seek help:

If you tried everything
and you find that it is
still difficult to cope,
get help from a profes-
sional.  There are free
counselors and thera-
pists available in the
psychology depart-
ment at the Joseph N
France General
Hospital (465-2551,
ext. 2304/2255), at the
Counselling Center,
located at Greenlands,
Basseterre (465-5000)
and at Community
Centers located at
many sites around St.
Kitts.

By, Kiera Khan,
B.A., M. Soc. Sci.,
PhD (ABD)
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“LifeLines is a
monthly column dedi-
cated to addressing

issues of mental,
behavioural, and
social health. The

column is written by
professionals in the
field of social work,
mental health, and

community medicine”.

A Word to All Parents:  Words Matter to Your Children

Purchase Your
Observer at
Mansa Last Stop
Cades Bay 

Vacancy exists at Diamonds International LTD.
For the following positions;

(1) “Crown Of Light” Sales Manager;
(2) “Time Piece” Sales Manager;

Crown Of Light Sales Manager;
Applicants must possess no less than three (3) years
working experience in Jewelry Sales in a managerial
position, with background knowledge and training
in Diamonds, certification in Diamond
Certification is a must. Remuneration package will
be based on experience

Time Piece Sales Manager;
Applicant must have experience in selling time piece
brands carried by our store, courses done by watch
brands would be an asset in verifying knowledge and
training in watches and movements of watch brands

All interested applicants are invited to email resumes along with

certificates to stkitts@shopdi.com



Dear Editor

According to the latest
available figures, there
are 32,710 people liv-
ing in 16 Caribbean
countries entitled to a
British Government
pension.  Most of these
people are Caribbean
nationals yet 25% of
them are cheated out
of part of their pension
every year by the
British Government.

The British
Government mis-uses
a piece of outdated
legislation to save the
British Exchequer mil-
lions of pounds each
years by failing to
meet its commitment
to pay pensions to
Caribbean nationals
who have paid exactly
the same as everyone
else for their pension.
It is simple and
straight forward dis-
crimination.

The U.K. Government
claims that anyone
leaving the U.K. for a
country with which
there is no reciprocal

agreement will have
their pension frozen at
the time of leaving and
will not receive annual
increases.  This is an
abuse of legislation
which was designed to
protect pensioners not
penalise them.

More puzzling is that
if you move to one of
the British dependent
territories such as
Montserrat, Anguilla,
the Cayman Islands,
the Turks & Caicos or
the BVI, you still have
your pension frozen.
How can the U.K.
Government have a
reciprocal agreement
with a territory over
which it has overall
control?

About 60% of British
Caribbean pensioners
live Jamaica and about
15% in Barbados and
they have their pen-
sions up-rated every
year but if you are
unlucky enough to
have moved to one of
the dependent territo-
ries listed above or to
Dominica, Grenada, St

Kitts-Nevis, St Lucia,
St Vincent, Antigua,
Trinidad or Guyana
then the British
Government cheat you
out of part of your
pension each year.
However, if you live in
the USVI or
Guadeloupe or St
Maarten, St Barts or
Martinique, never
British territories, or in
Jamaica and Barbados,
you do get your pen-
sion increased each
year.  How fair is that?

Worldwide, the British
Government annually
cheat 550,000 pen-
sioners out of part of
their pension, mostly
in Australia and
Canada but not in the
United States.  Of
around 200 countries,
150 are discriminated
against by the U.K.
Government.  In 2006
an a organisation
called the International
Consortium of British
Pensioners (ICBP)
comprising other
groups around the
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The death of Philo
Wallace is again in the
news.  In October
2015 Philo was shot at
a dance at Enriques
Bar by an off duty
policeman.  The then
DPP called for a
Coroner’s Inquiry,
which convened, sum-
moned witnesses, and
having then given a
finding incorporating
homicide, the papers
were sent to the DPP.
It is reported that the
now DPP wrote on
April 12th, 2017, to
Commissioner of

Police Ian Queeley
advising him that a
criminal charge for
manslaughter be
brought against the
policeman concerned.
Some four months
later (August 14th) the
Commissioner is quot-
ed ‘I can say that he is
not charged’.  Well,
why not?  It is not
open to the Police to
give their usual
response, when either
they have nothing to
say or do not want to
say anything,
‘Investigations are

ongoing’.  In this case
investigations have
concluded.  The DPP
has given his advice as
the senior legal prose-
cuting authority of the
Federation, which
because of his status
may be termed his
instructions.  Refusal,
without good reason to
follow the DPP’s
advice is likely to be
dereliction of duty and
in some circumstances
could come perilously
close to obstruction of
justice.  Sometimes
police officers may be

relieved not to have to
make a decision them-
selves to prosecute in
an awkward case, and
welcome such a deci-
sion being made by the
DPP.  Something is
odd in this case.  I just
hope that for personal
reasons, family friend-
ships for instance,
there has not been a
diktat from on high.
We don’t want to fol-
low what happens in
Trump’s America,
where judges are criti-
cised on account of
their origin, and a man
convicted of contempt
of Court is pardoned
for that contempt, for
no reason that may be
ascertained other than
his agreement with
and attempted imple-
mentation of Trump’s
anti-immigrant poli-
cies.

The other question is
why does not the DPP
undertake the prosecu-
tion himself?  He has
all the witness state-
ments, now termed
depositions.  Let him
go ahead.  Remember
his Title, Director of
Public Prosecutions.
The Public require a
Prosecution.  Let him
direct it.  He cannot be
dismissed by, for
instance, a wayward
Prime Minister.  Only
the Governor General
can do so, following a
recommendation of a
Tribunal whose mem-
bers are appointed by
the Chief Justice.  His
independence is pro-
tected as far as can be
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y
devised.  It remains the
position that it is most
unsatisfactory that the
Police appear to have
refused to follow legal

advice from the
Authority set up on
our behalf to guide
them in that regard.
This does not happen
in a truly democratic
state, where everyone
is supposed to be equal
before the Law and it
should not be allowed
to pass unchallenged.
Senior lawyers must
take it up.

Next week, Antibiotic
Resistance Part II

Police and the Community Part V

Continued on page 22

James Milnes Gaskell
Syndicated columnist

Letter to the Editor
UK’s Pension Discrimination
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Much has been writ-
ten about Jose
Dormoy through the
years. But no matter
how often one reads
about this legendary
pioneer, his life and
career never cease to
amaze. His is a
unique story. And an
integral part of our
islands’ aviation his-
tory.

Born on the French
island of Guadeloupe,
Jose Dormoy realized
at an early age that he
wanted to be a pilot.
But the advent of
World War II almost
extinguished his
hopes. Guadeloupe,
along with other
French Caribbean pos-
sessions, was suddenly
left with no choice but
to become part of
mainland France’s new
Vichy government, a
virtual puppet state
whose status was
forced upon them by
Hitler’s Third Reich.
Under German orders,
unauthorized locals
were strictly prohibit-
ed from even
approaching any area
where airplanes or
ships were operating.
If they did so, they
risked being shot on
the spot.

Soon after his six-
teenth birthday, Jose
hatched a daring plot.
Along with two
cousins-who were also
obsessed with the
dream of one day
becoming pilots-he
would “take posses-
sion” of a small sail-
boat under cover of
darkness, then make

their way to the neigh-
boring island of
Dominica. Dominica
was still a British
colony and, more
importantly to Jose and
his cousins, an ally of
the French government
in exile under Charles
deGaulle. 

Unfortunately, their
voyage to freedom
didn’t quite go as
planned. Heavy swells
capsized their small
boat off the coast of
Dominica and they
were forced to swim
the rest of the way.
During the process,
they lost all their iden-
tity papers-vital docu-
ments which would
have confirmed their
names, nationalities,
and ages. 

In the end, however,
Jose turned this unex-
pected loss to his own
advantage. When
questioned by the
British authorities on
Dominica,  he added
two years to his actual
age and told them,
without the blink of an
eye, that he was eigh-
teen. He then went on
to explain that he and
his cousins wanted to
join the British navy so
that they could one day
return and help liberate
their homeland of
Guadeloupe.

Whatever they said, it
must have been con-
vincing. Less than a
month later, the three
young men, all in their
teens, were on their

way to England. 

After making several
transatlantic crossings
as a crew member of a
naval escort convoy,
Jose decided that his
aviation career was
going nowhere and
disembarked in
England.  Finally, in
1943, he was accepted
as a recruit by the
Royal Air Force and
began his training as a
pilot.

Within a year, he had
his licence. His child-
hood dream had finally
become a reality.  I am
now a pilot!

During the waning
years of the war, Jose
flew numerous combat
missions, many of
them in different types
of aircraft, including
the famed Spitfire, and
somehow managed to
survive when so many
others did not. After
Germany’s surrender
in 1945, he joined the
French Air Force and
was assigned to North
Africa. 

Jose finally returned
home to his native
Guadeloupe on his
21st birthday, five
years after his daring
escape by sea which
had almost cost him
his life. And, despite
his young age, he was
already a seasoned avi-
ator. It wasn’t long
before he became rec-
ognized for his extra-
ordinary talent and
coolheadedness under
pressure-at t r ibutes

which would follow
him for the rest of his
aviation career.

Soon after, he became
a pilot for the
Compagnie Aerienne
Antillaise, or CAA,
which had been found-
ed by another regional
aviation pioneer, Remy
de Haenen. Jose
remained with CAA
for three more years
before returning to
Guadeloupe and start-
ing his own flying
club. He sometimes
juggled numerous jobs
at the same time: as
flight instructor, air
traffic controller, even
assistant airport man-
ager. In 1950, he
acquired his first air-
plane, a PJ-16. From
that point on, there was
no turning back. He
was finally working
for no one else but
himself. 

Not long after, Jose
was asked to ferry a

plane to French
Guyana. He accepted
the offer and told
everyone that he
expected to be back in
Guadeloupe in about a
week.

Instead, it turned out to
be ten years. 

French Guyana’s gold
mine industry was then
thriving. But its own-
ers and managers were
desperate to find a way
to securely transport
the precious metal
from  the country’s iso-

Aviation Pioneers of the Northeastern Caribbean
Part Two Jose Dormoy - By Eric Mackenzie-Lamb

Continued on page 20

Jose Dormoy (and pipe)in center.

Sketches by the author, poking friendly fun at
Jose and some of his colleagues, on exhibit at

St Eustatius airport.



By Monique Washington

A number of men
accused of serious
offences and currently
on remand at Her
Majesty’s Prison in St.
Kitts appeared at the
Magistrate Court
Tuesday for the sched-
uling of trials and pre-
liminary inquiries.

One was Shakel
Campbell of Craddock
Road. Acting Police
Prosecutor Joel Caines
noted that investiga-

tions into an armed
robbery in February at
S. L. Horsford’s and
Company Ltd (Nevis
Centre) led to the
arrest and subsequent
charge of Campbell
and is still ongoing.

Lawvington Forbes,
charged with the mur-
der Vincey Ferlance,
20, in April 2016 at a
popular restaurant on
Pinneys Beach, also
appeared.  Forbes
applied for bail from
both the Magistrate

C o u r t
and the
H i g h
Cou r t ,
b u t
denied
b o t h
t im e s .
Po l i c e
p r o s e -
c u t o r
n o t e d
t h a t
investi-
gation into the matter
had been completed
and Magistrate
Yasmine Clarke has

set Forbes’ prelimi-
nary inquiry hearing
for Nov. 23.

Lawton Forbes, broth-
er of Lawvington
Forbes, was arrested
and formally charged
with the offences of
attempted murder,
possession of an ille-
gal firearm, possession
of ammunition and
smuggling of an illegal
firearm into the feder-
ation. He blamed pros-
ecution for stalling his
case. He noted that
his PI began some
months prior and has
been halted. The mag-
istrate scheduled the
continuing of his PI in
the upcoming weeks.

Dwayne “Fireman”
Freeman of Rawlins
Village, Nevis, was
jointly charged with
his sister, Tasha
Freeman, and his girl-
friend, Watisha
Browne, with the
offences of possession
of firearm, possession
of ammunition, smug-
gling of firearm, pos-
session of cannabis
and possession of
cannabis with intent to
supply. Both women
had received bail,
however, Dwayne had
not and appeared
Tuesday in court.
Police prosecution
noted that they had not
finished completing
their investigation, but
the magistrate opted

for them to bring the
case forward for the
possession of
cannabis and posses-
sion with intent to sup-
ply. The case is sched-
uled for the upcoming
weeks.

Loston Allan Nisbett
Jr. of Marian Avenue,
Nevis, who had been
charged with posses-
sion of an illegal
firearm arm, appeared
and has had his trail
set for Oct. 31.

Other accused men
who appeared in court
were Alexandra Dias,
Alston Phillip, Shakel
Campbell, Kimo
Shancho and Allen
Broadelt.

C M Y K
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Magistrate Clarke set Trial, PI Dates
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By Kenan Dudley

Charlestown, Nevis –
On Aug. 29, the
Honorable Mark
Brantley met with
local principals and
school leaders to offi-
cially hand over 800
backpacks for primary
students in the St.
John’s and St. Paul’s
parishes on Nevis.
This is the second year
Brantley has undertak-
en the donation and he
expanded the gesture
this year to provide
backpacks to students
at every school in the
districts.

The backpacks come

in four different colors
and are inscribed with
the message “believe
in yourself.” The let-
ters ‘Be’ and ‘You’
were highlighted,
sending the students a
powerful message to
be who you are and be
confident. Wakeley
Daniels, the perma-
nent secretary in the
premier’s ministry,
introduced Brantley to
a crowd of mostly
principals affected by
the donation.

“Over a year ago, the
Hon. Mark Brantley
made a promise,
signed a [verbal] con-
tract actually with the

Anglican Church
Hall,” Daniels said.
“We decided we would
hold him to that
promise and he
promised that in a
year’s time, he would
be back donating bags
again. That is why
we’re here this morn-
ing. Promise made,
promise kept.”

Daniels explained that
Brantley purchased
more than 800 back-
packs, at a cost of
EC$25,000. Brantley
provided all of the
funds out of his own
pocket, according to
Daniels.

C M Y K

LOCAL  NEWS The St. Kitts-Nevis Observer. Friday September 1, 2017 Page 9

Backpacks donated to students in St. John’s and St. Paul’s

From left, PEO Palsy Wilkin, The Hon. Mark Brantley and PS education
Kevin Barrett pose with the newly arrived backpacks.

Continued on page 14



By Loshaun Dixon

Basseterre, St. Kitts –
The Ministry of
Education has
revealed mixed results
in the Caribbean
E x a m i n a t i o n s
Council’s (CXC)
exams taken by the
federation’s students,
with a lower pass rate
recorded in the
Caribbean Secondary
Education Certificate
(CSEC), but an
improvement in the
Caribbean Advanced
P r o f i c i e n c y
Examination (CAPE).

Education Minister

Shaun Richards gave
these results last week
at a press conference
organised to deliver
some statistics based
on the preliminary
results. He indicated
Tarique Allen of
Basseterre High
School with 13 grade
one passes from 14
subjects was the top
CSEC student, while
Xavier-Jon Bass of the
Clarence Fitzroy
Bryant College with
five grade ones
received the top results
at the CAPE level.

Richards further
offered some prelimi-

nary statistics regard-
ing the results.

“For those persons
writing CAPE, the
national pass rate was
87.14 percent, as com-
pared to 85.75 percent
in 2016, a slight
improvement,” he
said. “On the other
hand, the national pass
rate for CSEC has
been recorded at 75.71
percent this year and is
a decline compared to
the 82.83 percent pass
rate attained in 2016.”

He also indicated that
examination results
are not the only factor

by which the success
of a school is mea-

sured, but it is one of
the factors that receive

a lot of attention.
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By Monique Washington

On Monday, Sept. 4,
the students and staff
at the Charlestown
Secondary School and
Sixth Form College in
Nevis will be greeted
by a new principal
when school re-opens.
Former principal
Edson Elliott has been
relocated in another
division of Nevis’ edu-
cation system.

The announcement
of Elliott’s transfer
came from Palsey
Wilkin, chief educa-
tion officer, in Nevis
during an annual back-
to-school ceremony
held at Nevis
Performing Arts
Centre Aug. 28 and
attended by returning
teachers, new teachers
and principals from
the various public high
schools and primary

schools on the island.

According to Wilkin,
Elliott had been “reas-
signed.”

“[There have been] a
number of changes in
education for the
upcoming school year
2017-2018,” she said.
“[The] changes [have
been] at the
Department of
Education, as well as
changes in some of our
schools. …I refer
specifically to the
Charlestown’s sec-
ondary, [where] Mr.
Edson Elliott, former
principal of the
C h a r l e s t o w n
Secondary School,
will be now the join
the staff at the
Department of
Education.

The announcement
seemed to come as a

shock to most in atten-
dance, as loud gasp
came from the atten-
dees.

Wilkin revealed that
Elliott will be reas-
signed as an education
officer responsible for
s e c o n d a r y
schools. Elliott has
been the longest-serv-
ing principal at the
C h a r l e s t o w n
Secondary School

,serving 13 years as
principal. He had been
the deputy principal
from 1999 until he was
promoted to principal

in 2004.

Elliott noted he is hav-
ing mixed emotions
about his reassign-
ment, but is looking
forward to the new
challenge. “The feel-
ing is kind of mixed,
of course, having been
here for such a long
period of time you
would have estab-
lished some ties, and
certainly  you
wouldn’t just get up
one morning and
leave,” he said. “I will
be thankful for the
opportunity to serve in
another capacity. I am
looking forward to the

new challenge.”

Elliott said that the
former deputy princi-
pal at the school will
now be promoted to
principal.

“The new principal
will be Mr. Vaughn
Williams,” Elliot said,
wishing the
C h a r l e s t o w n
Secondary School
well. “He has been my
deputy for a long
while now and I think
he is the most fitting
person to take over,
having worked closely
with me over the
years.”

By Kenan Dudley

The Observer brings our readers a
weekly briefing of world news that
may affect the people of St. Kitts
and Nevis.

North America – Hurricane
Harvey continues to ravage Texas
and the southern coastline of the
United States. Almost 60 inches of
rain fell across Houston and other
parts of Texas during the weekend
and through Monday. The storm is
now sweeping eastward through
Louisiana. Thousands of homes
have been flooded and people have
had to evacuate affected regions. In
political news, President Donald
Trump is planning to cut the corpo-
rate tax rate by 20 percent and sim-
plifying the tax codes, which may
have an effect on American busi-
nesses currently operating in the
Caribbean.

South America – Brazil is current-
ly debating allowing mining opera-
tions in the Amazon forest, which
signals a large environmental dis-
cussion for the region. Activists fear
it would increase the destruction of
the natural setting of the rainforest.
Those in favor of allowing mining
operations argue that it would cre-
ate new jobs for the country and
limit the amount of illegal mining
in the region. The debate between
jobs and sustainability is one that
every country must consider when

expanding. In Venezuela, months of
protests have surrounded President
Nicolas Maduro, who is seeking to
rewrite the constitution. The
Organization of American States
has compared the moves being
made to coup. On Tuesday, those in
power voted to prosecute traitors
who they believe have fueled the
international anger toward the
country’s current position.

Europe – Intercontinental leaders
from Africa and Europe met to dis-
cuss the ongoing refugee crisis:
125,000 people are estimated to
have crossed the Mediterranean to
escape ongoing conflict in Northern
Africa, and some European govern-
ments are unsure they are prepared
to accept those who make the
treacherous journey. An estimated
2,400 people have died in the sea
crossing. More than 500,000 people
joined together in Barcelona, Spain,
to march in a show against the
recent terrorist attack that killed 15
people and wounded more than 100
people. It was the seventh major
terrorist incident in Europe this
year.

Asia – Annual monsoon rains have
flooded parts of South Asia, killing
more than 1,000 people in India,
Nepal and Bangladesh. The annual
rains are crucial to the region, as the
area experiences wet season and
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Former principal Edson Elliott
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By Monique Washington

“I will put country
above self… I will
serve my country; I am
glad to do it” were the
words of new Acting
Deputy Governor-
General of Nevis
Marjorie Morton Aug.
31 during an interview
with the Observer.

Morton will officially
be sworn in today at 11
a.m. at the
Charlestown High
Court.  Governor-
General Samuel
Weymouth Tapley
Seaton will preside
over the ceremony and

His lordship Trevor
Ward QC will admin-
ister the oath of alle-
giance and the oath of
office to Morton.

Morton’s appointment
comes after the retire-
ment of the former
deputy governor-gen-
eral, the Honourable
Eustace John, 78, who
died in July. John
served as deputy gov-
ernor-general of Nevis
since 1992 and retired
May 1, 2017.

Morton told the
Observer that she will
be “glad” to serve her
country.

“If I am called to
serve, I will put coun-
try above self,” she
said.  “I was asked; it
was not on my mind at
all – I was asked.  I
thought about it and
considered it.  I decid-
ed if that is the way I
can serve my country,
I am glad to do it.”

Morton will act in the
office of the deputy
governor-general in
Nevis from Sept. 1 to
Dec. 31, a period of
just three months.  She
said the short stint was
her decision.

“It is because of me,”

she said. “I said … if is
something short term,
and not so much some-
thing that goes on and
on and on.  Something
short term, I am will-
ing to assist, I am will-
ing to help, I am will-
ing to serve and I have
been given that assur-
ance.”

Marjorie Morton was
appointed assistant
secretary in the
Ministry of Nevis
Affairs in 1980.  Two
years post indepen-
dence, she was
appointed permanent
secretary establish-
ments in preparation

for the transfer of
power to the Nevis
Island Administration.
Additionally, she
served as clerk of the
Nevis Island
Assembly.  She retired
in 1994 after a com-
bined 28 years of ser-
vice in education and
civil service.

In 1996, she was elect-
ed president of the
Nevis Island
Assembly.  She served
under two different
governments before
retiring in 2011.

In a news release, it
was stated that “Mrs.
Morton’s activities
were not confined to
her professional and
career goals.  She was
strategically involved
in a number of civic
relatable activities and
in church work.  For a
number of years, she
participated in pro-
grammes offered by

the Ministry of Social
Development for
selected students at the
Charlestown Primary
School in homework
help and mentoring.
When the RBTT Bank
introduced the Young
Leaders Project in St.
Kitts and Nevis, she
was asked to be a
judge for the project.
She volunteered in that
capacity for a period
of 10 years.  She has
been a lay reader at the
St. Paul’s Anglican
Church from 1996 to
present.  She studied
and obtained the diplo-
ma in theology in
2006.  She serves as a
member on the pas-
toral and family life
committees.”

In the 2015 National
Honours Awards,
Morton was recog-
nized with the Award
of Companion of the
Star of Merit for her
public service.
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By Loshaun Dixon

Basseterre, St. Kitts –
The sourcing of a new
ambulance for the
Joseph N France
General Hospital has
been given a boost
from a EC$54,000
donation from the
Christophe Harbour
Foundation.

At a press event
Tuesday, Medical
Chief-of-Staff Dr.
Cameron Wilkinson
explained that five
years ago the members
of the surgical team of
the Joseph N France
Hospital decided they
would start a fund-
raising concert to help
to raise funds to buy
medical supplies for
the facility.

“We realised that we
couldn’t have expect-
ed government to do
everything as it relates
to the purchasing of
equipment and we
need partnerships,” he
said.

He explained that
Windsor students on
the surgical service
organized a fund-rais-
ing concert, with the
first one at Mapau
raising $12,000.

“We continued with
this effort and over the
years, we saw a steady
increase in the funds,”
he added. “Last year,
we raised about
$50,000 and this year,
we decided that we
will try to see if we

can double our efforts
to see if we can raise
[enough] to go toward
an ambulance.

He added that individ-
uals call upon the hos-
pital for ambulance
services all the time
and sometimes they
are not aware how
much they are
stretched, especially
when there are activi-
ties like carnival and
music festival.

“We sometimes have
an ambulance desig-
nated to those events
and still expect to do
our regular jobs,”
Wilkinson said.

Wilkinson indicated
that they had their
fund-raising concert
about three weeks ago
and were able to raise
about $150,000. This
will be given to the
head of institution and
the government will
partner with them in
assisting in the pur-
chasing of the ambu-
lance.

“For these efforts, we
usually rely on public
partnerships and were
happy that this year
Christophe Harbour
willingly came for-
ward and donated
$20,000 USD to this
effort.”

Wilkinson further
noted that the estimat-
ed cost for the new
ambulance was EC
$255,000 and they are
well on their way to

accomplishing that tar-
get.

Christophe Harbour’s
Vice President of
Operations John
Gersonde indicated
that his company
could not be happier to
be part of the effort to
further equip the hos-
pital.

“Health and wellness
and improving the
quality of life is a pil-
lar and hallmark of the
Darby Foundation,
and we couldn’t be
happier to be a part of
this,” he said.

He also reminded of
the contributions his
organisation has made
to improving health
care in the federation
in the past months.

“The Christophe
Harbour Foundation
has played a pivotal
role in many health
care fund-raising
efforts and donations,”
he said. “In the past,
we have donated sev-
eral incubators and
beds, nebulizers and
other medical sup-
plies, as well.” He also
underscored the
importance of access
to emergency response
to the federation.
“Access to emergency
response is super
important to the feder-
ation and also quite
costly, so we couldn’t
be happier with the
cause and our
$54,000EC will go a
long way towards

that.”

In March, the Pogson
Medical Facility in
Sandy Point was the
beneficiary of a dona-
tion of some new
equipment from the
Christophe Harbour
Foundation to assist
the facility in its health
care delivery in Sandy
Point and surrounding
communities. A deliv-
ery bed, four cardiac
monitors and three
nebulizers were
among items donated
by the Christophe
Harbour Foundation to
the medical institution.

Christophe Harbour assists in Ambulance Purchase



By Kenan Dudley

A block behind down-
town Charlestown,
nestled next to St.
Theresa’s Church,
Veronica runs a stand
packed with various
necessities. She and
her husband come
down here every July,
bringing with them
shoes, dresses, deodor-
ants and garters for
people of all ages,
among many other
things.

Veronica is originally
from Montserrat, but
she had to leave after
the volcano eruption in
the late 90s rendered
more than half the
island uninhabitable.
She moved to Nevis,
where she took care of
a family until their
passings. Now, she
splits her time between
Nevis and England,
opting to spend the
summers here and
winters up north.

In England, Veronica
was a self-employed
chef. She set up a
roadside stand and

gazebo and sold tradi-
tional Caribbean dish-
es to the British, who
were not used to see-
ing foods like that.

“What I cooked there,
they don’t cook up
there,” Veronica said.
“Everything they
cooked was pastas and
rices, but I had dishes
they didn’t know
about. Rice and peas,
curry goat, goat water,
sauce, chicken, stir-
chicken, fried chicken,
stir-fish, fried fish, you
name it. Salad,
coleslaw, potato salad,
and they don’t top my
pastries, tarts, sweet
potato pudding and
cakes.”

Her specialty was a
Pilau. Her recipe calls
for peas and rice, a bit
of chicken and a bit of
pig snout. You mix up
that with a bit of beef,
a bit of mutton and
you blend all those
meats together and
they cook. When done,
you add in the rice and
season it up. You can
also add greens such

as spinach and cab-
bage.

Veronica worked as a
chef until she literally
couldn’t stand any
longer. She is disabled,
and has been fighting
back problems. She
can’t work in England
because she can’t
stand and walk all day,
so she makes her
money in the summer
months on Nevis, sell-
ing her goods in a
homemade shop in the
front yard so she does-
n’t have to travel far to
get to work.

“I had a few items, and
I said let me sell them
to get some food on
my table,” Veronica
said. “I don’t have a
shop, no place else;
this is my little place. I
brought down these
things with me and I
opened it to make a
living. I can’t work, I
can’t walk; I’m dis-
abled. Coming down
here, I bring these few
items and that’s how
we make a dollar to
buy food.”

Veronica put health
over making money
when she cooked her
food, and she has car-
ried that philosophy
with her in her new
business venture. She
believe wholehearted-
ly in putting others
over herself, and
ensuring that whatever
it is that people come
to you in need of they
receive without having
to sacrifice too much.
She thinks twice
before she does any-
thing; she strives to
think about other peo-
ple’s needs over her
own.

“Me find it very hard
and rough, but you’ve
got to understand, you
cannot think of your-
self alone,” Veronica
said, explaining her
philosophy. “You have
to think of others. I’m
going to tell you some-
thing. That shoe, I sell
for 10 dollars for a
pair. In other places, it
could be sold for 30,
40 dollars. What about
the poor one who can’t
buy it for 30, so me

dropped it to 20, and
then 10. I think about
the mother that wants
the shoe for her kid,
but can’t afford to buy
it. I don’t think about
what me buy it for in
England, what it cost
for me to bring it here;
you put that out of
your thoughts.”

Veronica’s business
ideology has been
built over the years by
the way she lives her
life. She has no chil-
dren, but she strives to
help others and it
makes her feel proud.
Her learnings come
from her experiences
during the years, and
her teachings from
God.

“The good book tells
us, think of others, not
yourself alone,”
Veronica said. “And
that is how I’ve made
my living in life. I
don’t think of myself;
I think of someone
else that is in need. A
lot of people don’t
think that way, just
grab grab grab until

their house is full.”

Veronica has seen her
fair share of hardship
in life. The volcano
that destroyed her
home also destroyed
her life on
Montserrat, but she
has not let that or
anything stop her
from finding beauty
all around her and
appreciating whatev-
er she has. She
believes that you can
either use your head,
or let your head use
you. The brain is for
us to use, and if you
use it well you will
tread the right path.
To exemplify this,
Veronica grabbed a
pair of garters sitting
close by. She stressed
the need to try on
those garters, to
ensure they fit before
you buy them and
take them home. If
you go through all
that decision-making
and thinking to buy a
pair of undergar-
ments, you should
think that way about
every task you
embark on.

“You have to think
about how you’re
going to make it in
life, but you have to
still think, what am I
going to do with my
life. Am I walking the
wrong road, am I
doing what is right?”
Veronica said. “You
start asking these
kinds of questions and
you start thinking,
think twice and keep
your head up. When
you keep your head
above the water, even
if that water rough you
sail over it, you keep
sailing and you keep
your head above the
water.”

Veronica’s husband
does the cooking now,
and today they were
preparing pig’s mouth
and chicken mixed
with rice and peas. The
two have found them-
selves in Nevis ready
to give and see what
they receive, a mental-
ity that drives all those
ready to do right
across the federation.

C M Y K
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On your corner

Veronica sits with her stand as she does every day, eager to help out anyone passing by



By Loshaun Dixon

Basseterre, St. Kitts –
The charges have been
dropped against the
Grenadian national
who was wanted in St.
Maarten on multiple
murder charges and
was captured after ille-
gally entered the fed-
eration.

Kathron Fortune, a cit-
izen of Grenada resid-
ing in St. Maarten and
is wanted in that coun-
try, was suspected to
be involved with a
number of murders,
had escaped from
prison in February, and
was captured in St.
Kitts July 29 by a
patrol of officers from
Police District B after
they saw unusual
activity along the
coastline in Cranstoun
Bay, an area in the
vicinity of Newton
Ground.

According to a police

communique, initial
investigations deter-
mined that the person
detained had illegally
entered the federation,
and had in his posses-
sion a high-powered

rifle and scope, a bul-
letproof vest, a back-
pack containing a
quantity of cured mar-
ijuana and hashish (a
marijuana derivative),
and a sum of United

States currency. 

He was arrested, for-
mally charged and
cautioned for posses-
sion of a firearm and
ammunition.  He was
also charged with
entering the federation
illegally, possession of
marijuana and posses-
sion with intent to sup-
ply. Other charges will
be laid as the investi-
gation continues.

H o w e v e r ,
Commissioner Ian
Queeley announced
that those charges on
Fortune have been
withdrawn.  “At his
trial, the DPP, who has

a constitutional
authority, took over
the case and discarded
all the charges, so he
has no charges pend-
ing in our court,” he
said.  “Those charge
were dispensed with at
that stage and he
became an illegal
immigrant and was
subsequently deported
to his native St.
Maarten.”

Earlier this month,
Queeley indicated that
due process will take
its course and Fortune
was expected to
appear in the magis-
trate court shortly to

answer the charges
that has been laid
against him.

Queeley declined to
give specifics as to if
the fugitive had
accomplices located in
the federation.  “In the
case with Mr. Fortune,
we are not at liberty to
divulge in the strategy
or the tactic that were
engaged in order to
effect that arrest,” he
said.

The commissioner
also noted that the
firearm in Fortune’s
possession was the
30th firearm confiscat-
ed by police in 2017.

By Monique Washington

The Police High Command in the
federation is lacking in supplying
information when it comes to its
plans to laying charges on one of
their own as advised by the director
of public prosecution.

Constable Zaviel Jeffers, a member
of the Royal St. Christopher and
Nevis Police Force, allegedly shot
and killed Philo Wallace, 17, in

October 2015 at a night club in
Charlestown.  An inquest conduct-
ed the following year determined
the event as “justifiable homicide;”
however, the determination as to
whether or not Jeffers would be
charged with a crime lay squarely
with the DPP’s office.

The files were subsequently sent
the DPP’s office in St. Kitts and on

Grenadian Fugitive had Charges Dropped
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Kathron Fortune citizen of Grenada
residing in St. Maarten
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High Command Mum on
Charging Fellow Officer

Commissioner of Police Ian Queeley



By Monique Washington

The closing of
Culturama 43 “Our
Festival. Our Legacy.
Culturama 43” ended
with a prize-giving
ceremony where the
committee handed out
EC $239,050 in cash
to the participants.

The closing ceremony
was held at the
Cultural Village Aug.
26. The event had been
postponed from the
previous weekend in
order to give vendors
at the Cultural Village,
as well as participants
and members of the
general public, an
opportunity to support
the St. Kitts-Nevis
Patriots game held at
Warner Park stadium
in St Kitts on July 19.

This year’s festival
will go down as the
biggest Culturama
thus far, with one of
the highest participa-

tion. On Saturday, par-
ticipants were given
between EC$1,000-
12,000, with the
exception of the Delly
Ranks, who captured
both the Soca crowns,
winning himself
$7,500 for each title.

The Observer contact-
ed the executive direc-
tor of the Culturama
Festival and chairman
of Culturama 43,
Antonio “Abo”
Liburd, who noted that
early planning and
marketing as well as a
large investment made
the participation this
year so successful.

“Early start to the
planning of C43 and
early marketing of the
festival itself and the
early promotion of the
calendar of event
[brought this success,”
he said. “The promo-
tional videos, ads and
jingles set the tone for
the great marketing

plan the marketing
committee rolled out
this year. The invest-
ment of approximately
$1.7 million in creat-
ing a new Cultural
Village set the tone for

what was anticipated
to be a mega festival in
2017 and, so,
Kaisonians, queens
and swimwear contes-
tants, bands, DJs, ven-
dors and mas players

all wanted to be apart
of the great spectacle
that was expected to
unfold during
Culturama 43.”

Liburd also pointed

out that this year, a
number of young indi-
viduals served as part
of the committee,
helping with bringing
fresh ideas to the 43-
year-old festival held
July 27-Aug. 8.

“The inclusion of
young [people] on the
committee this year
bought fresh new ideas
to the festival by creat-
ing events that sparked
the interest of the
young population,”
Liburd said. “The wet
fete and glow fete
were two such events
[that] brought out the
younger generation.
Also, the addition of
two St. Kitts bands to
the jouvert and parade
was another initiative
from young minds
[who] sat on the C43
central committee and
brought a welcome
change to the C43
street parade.” 

By Loshaun Dixon

Basseterre, St. Kitts –
The graduation cere-
mony for the annual
traditional musical
workshop conducted
by cultural preserva-
tionist Winston Zack
Nisbett concluded
Saturday with students
showcasing their new
found skills. The stu-
dents were presented
with certificates and
individually played a
piece they learned dur-
ing their time on camp.

The children – smartly
dressed in white shirts,
black bottoms and
black bow ties – gave
an audience made up
of proud parents and
friends a treat to
remember.

Nisbett told media rep-
resentatives the three-
week workshop was a
success as it brought
out the best of the par-
ticipants. “This year,
the 11th annual tradi-

tional music workshop
was a success because
it brought out the best
out of some of the
younger students.
They came, they sat,
and with the theme
being ‘Discipline is
the Key,’ the most
prominent thing in the
workshop [was] if they
stepped out of line, we
put the back in line.”

Nisbett said the work-
shop was unique in
that it allowed the chil-
dren to rapidly learn
the ukulele banjo,
quarto, the guitar or
the fife during the July
31-Aug. 26 camp,
which was held for the
first time in Buckleys
Estate.

“The workshop was
innovative and cre-
ative,” he said. “They
[learned] the chords
and they adopted
themselves quickly to
the playing of the
instruments.”

He added that the chil-
dren played at Valu
Mart and BestBuy
supermarkets and were
successful receiving a
stipend for their per-
formance.

“All in all, they bene-
fited tremendously
from the workshop,”

Nisbett said, also hail-
ing the tutor of the
workshop Robert
“Bobby” Martin for
the role he played in
the education of the
children who took part
in the course.

“The tutor … is a gen-
tleman because he not

only teaches the
music, but he was able
to work with the chil-
dren to get them moti-
vated to learn to play,”
Nisbett added.

About 20 students
attended the work-
shop, though some
dropped out and others

could not make it to
the graduation

He also indicated that
they are being invited
by the Department of
Culture to perform at 6
p.m. Friday at an event
in Basseterre for a
paying job.

LOCAL  NEWS
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Nearly EC$250,000 paid out for Culturama 43 awards

Participants Graduate from 2017 Traditional
Musical Workshop

Traditional Musical Workshop participants



By Monique Washington

Hurricane Irma has
made her threat of her
visit to the Windward
and Leeward Islands
more prominent with
increased wind speed
and estimated projec-
tion.

Irma, at press time a
Category 2 hurricane,
is projected to increase
her speed and become
a Category 4
by Monday. On Aug.
31, the Observer
c o n t a c t e d B r i a n
Dyer, director
at Nevis Disaster
M a n a g e m e n t
Department, who said
Irma is a threat to the
Caribbean Islands, but
it is too early to tell if
the storm will have a
direct impact with the
islands.

“We can say the hurri-
cane is in favorable
climate,” he said. “On
Monday, the storm is
projected to be about
600 miles east of the
Windward Islands and
we are monitoring it
very closely.”

On Thursday, Irma had
maximum sustained
winds near 100 mph

(155 km/h) with high
gusts. Irma is forecast
to become a major
h u r r i c a n e
by tonight and is
expected to be an
extremely dangerous
hurricane for the next
several days.
Hurricane-force winds
extend outward up to
15 miles (30 km) from
the center, and tropical
storm-force winds
extend outward up to
80 miles (130 km).

The last hurricane that
hit the federation was
Category 1 Hurricane
Omar in 2008. Omar
impact caused the clo-
sure of the Four
Seasons for two years.
In 1998, Category 3
Hurricane Georges
– one of the biggest
storms of the last
decade – directly hit
Antigua and St. Kitts
and Nevis, and its
wide windfield affect-
ed many other islands.
After weakening to a
Category 2 hurricane
over the Caribbean,
its upper-level shear
decreased, and
Georges strengthened
again before making
landfall near Fajardo,
Puerto Rico, as a 115-
mph (185 km/h) hurri-

cane. Georges’ dam-
age in Puerto Rico
alone cost an estimat-
ed US$2 billion.

Dyer notes that people
should begin their hur-
ricane preparation
now.  Items best need-
ed during a hurricane
include the following:

Battery-powered radio
with extra batteries

A first-aid kit (ban-
dages, aspirin, disin-
fectant swabs)

Prescription medica-
tions (at least a two-
week supply) in origi-
nal bottles plus copies
of the prescriptions

Eyeglasses/contacts
(with a copy of the
prescription) and sup-
plies, which include
distilled water

Foods that do not
require refrigeration or
cooking

Coolers for food stor-
age

Items for infants and
elderly household
members

Medical equipment
and devices, such as
dentures, crutches,

prostheses, etc

A change of
clothes for each
household mem-
ber

A sleeping bag or
bedroll and pillow
for each house-
hold member

Checkbook, cash
in large and small
bills and credit
cards

Cell phone charg-
er and car charger

Charge your lap-
top computer bat-
teries

Digital camera, cam-
era with film or dis-
posable camera for
before/after pictures of
property

Books, games, toys for
children

Disposable plates and
utensils

Manual can opener

Scissors

Toilet paper

Insect repellent, sun-
screen

Air mattress and air
pump

LOCAL  NEWS
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Using your phone while driving is dangerous...
Don’t take a chance on someone else’s life.
Drive with others in Mind Drive Safely!

Hurricane Irma Threatens Leeward Islands



BASSETERRE, St.
Kitts – Aug. 29, 2017
– Ross University
School of Veterinary
Medicine (Ross) sup-
ported Police Summer
Camp, sponsored by
the Ministry of
National Security of
St. Kitts and Nevis, in
collaboration with the
Coalition of Support
for St. Kitts-Nevis
Security Initiatives
( C S S K N S I ) .
Approximately 200
children and teenagers
from the local commu-
nity attended the
camp, which was held
at Dr. William Connor
Primary School in St.
Kitts from Aug.14-27.
Ross was the primary
sponsor of the summer
camp and represented
CSSKNS, whose ini-
tiatives are aimed at
driving effective advo-
cacy, change, and
progress in the areas of
safety and security in
the Federation of St.
Kitts and Nevis.

The yearly summer
camp is among the top
summer initiatives
designed to provide

participants with
diverse educational
programming in a fun-
filled and safe envi-
ronment. The summer
camp helps engage
local children and
youth in activities
aimed toward combat-
ing cyber bullying and
promoting positive
development through
mentoring.

“We are pleased to
partner with the
Ministry of National
Security and commu-
nity organizations, to
make a positive differ-
ence,” said Sean
Callanan, dean at
Ross. “Through strong
public and private
partnerships, we can
all contribute toward
improving the safety
and security of the
Federation and pro-
mote sustainability
and prosperity of our
community.”

As a leading sponsor
of the camp, students
and colleagues from
Ross engaged with the
local youth at the
camp’s career fair and
spoke about veterinary

education and careers
in veterinary medi-
cine. The engagement
also provided summer
camp attendees a
unique opportunity to
interact with profes-
sionals within the field
of veterinary medicine
and ask questions
about animals and ani-
mal care.

“Programs like Police
Summer Camp are
designed to make a
difference in the lives
of children in the
F e d e r a t i o n , ”
said Osmond
Petty, Permanent
Secretary at the
Ministry of National
Security. “These pro-
grams help
youth develop confi-
dence and self-
reliance, learn mutual
respect, and engage in
m e n t o r i n g
activities. Through
support from commu-
nity partners like Ross,
we can identify focus
areas for youth
empowerment, advanc
e community develop-
ment, and foster
engaged citizenship.”
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Ross University School
of Veterinary

Medicine Supports
Police Summer Camp

Approximately 200 local children and
teenagers participated in the summer camp

30th September,



Continuing its mis-
sion to advance edu-
cation within the
Federation, the TDC
Group of Companies
recently presented
four (4) students; two
(2) Kittitians and two
(2) Nevisians with the
2017 TDC Michael L.
King Scholarship
Grant.

Ms. Jamourne Alford,
Ms. Brucia Nolan,
Mr. Kamil Wilkin and
Ms. Krystan
Springette each
received the annual
honourary bursary of
E C $ 1 3 , 5 0 0

(US$5000.00) to fur-
ther their studies at
the University of the
Virgin Islands,
M i d w e s t e r n
University and the
University of the
West Indies, respec-
tively.

Mr. Earle Kelly, TDC
Group Chairman
spoke of the firm’s
commitment to the
initiative and paid
homage to Mr.
Michael King, the
company’s second
chairman, after whom
the programme is
named and his belief

in educational values. 

“Education has
always been acknowl-
edged as a catalyst to
creating opportunities
for discovery, innova-
tion, and economic
transformation.  TDC
has always been in the
vanguard in this
regard and has made
it part of our corpo-
rate mission. This
endeavour was estab-
lished in honour of a
man who was and in
fact, still is a staunch
advocate of educa-
tional excellence.
Many of us across the

company can attest to
this.  He encouraged,
sometimes cajoled us
to continue to educate
ourselves, and this
scholarship is a fitting
tribute to commemo-
rate his commitment
to higher education
and personal develop-
ment,” Mr. Kelly said. 

He also challenged
the new awardees to
return to the
Federation to make
their own contribution
to the development of
the country after the
completion of their
respective pro-

grammes to assist in
the ongoing process
of Nation building.

“We, here at TDC are
proud of you and wish
you every success in
your endeavours.
However, we want
you to return home.
St. Kitts and Nevis,
needs you to return to
play your play in
advancing the produc-
tive capacity of our
thriving Federation.”

To date, an invest-
ment of EC$526,500
has been made to thir-
ty-five (35) citizens,

which has enabled
them to pursue full
time university stud-
ies in the following
d i s c i p l i n e s ;
A g r i c u l t u r e ,
A r c h i t e c t u r e ,
E n g i n e e r i n g ,
I n f o r m a t i o n
T e c h n o l o g y ,
A c c o u n t i n g ,
E c o n o m i c s ,
P h a r m a c o l o g y ,
Education, and
C o n s t r u c t i o n
Management.

The Michael L. King
Scholarship Grant
was introduced in
2007.
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TDC Continues to Invest in Educational
Advancement at the University Level through the

M. L. King Scholarship Grant

TDC M L King Scholarship recipients pose for a photo after the presentation ceremony
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lated hinterland to the
capital, Cayenne.
From there, the gold
nuggets could be
processed, marketed,
and then shipped
onward to just about
any destination in the
world. Their savior
turned out to be Jose
Dormoy.

Today, few of us
would appreciate the
inherent risks of flying
over such uncharted 

terrain , especially in
those days. The few
landing strips which
existed in the country’s
interior were little
more than invisible
pinpoints in the middle
of the jungle, primitive
to the extreme and
mostly grass, with
none of the modern
navigational aids
which we take for
granted today.
Swooping in over the
trees during final
approach, sometimes
clearing their tops by
as little as three feet-
this truly added a new
dimension to the
expression flying by
the seat of one’s pants.
Just one small error of
judgement, and you
really would have lost
your pants. And a lot
more.  The term dead
reckoning, in which
you fly in a certain
direction with only
your memory and
instincts to guide you
(and hopefully reach
your intended destina-
tion before running out
of fuel) is nothing if
not appropriate. Even
if you were lucky
enough to survive an
engine failure and a
crash landing, it was
unlikely that anyone
would ever find you-
except for, that is,
jaguars, pythons, pira-
nhas, electric eels, and
other predators. There
are still reports,
even today, of such
disappearances, many
of which have never
been solved.

On one occasion,
while Jose was enroute
to Cayenne, a giant

anaconda suddenly
emerged from an
industrial pipe he was
transporting in the
back of the plane’s
cabin. Fortunately, he
managed to make an
emergency landing at a
nearby airstrip, where
the twelve foot-long
serpent was forcibly
removed. Jose, seem-
ingly unfazed, just
continued his flight. 

At about the same
time, hundreds of
miles to the north on
the Dutch island of St.
Maarten, three other
aviation pioneers-
George Greaux,
Hyppolite Ledee, and
Chester Wathey-had
decided to form a new
regional airline which
would eventually
become the legendary
Windward Island
Airways, or Winair, as
it commonly known
today.  By mutual
agreement, they con-
tacted Jose Dormoy,
offered him the posi-
tion as Winair’s first
full time pilot, and
Jose accepted.

The rest is history.

When I first met Jose
Dormoy in 1976, it
was under unplanned
circumstances. A
friend and I had rented
a single engine Cessna
172 from a flight
school in St Thomas
for two weeks. Since I
already possessed a
pilot’s licence, we now
had the freedom of not
relying on commercial
airlines to visit some of
the smaller, lesser
known islands to
which we’d never been
before. For our first
overnight stopover, we
chose St Barths.

The landing was
tricky, but, fortunately,
we made it without
any problems. While
locking up the plane
and getting ready to
find a taxi (and, hope-
fully, a reasonably
priced hotel) we
noticed a gentleman
walking in our direc-
tion from the opposite
side of the runway. As
he drew closer, we
noticed his airport

employee badge. He
introduced himself as
Raymond.

“Bonjour, Messieurs”
he greeted us politely
as we shook hands.
“Excusez-moi, but you
do have a checkout for
St Barths, non?”

Raymond’s command
of English wasn’t the
best; I wasn’t quite
sure what he meant.
Had he come to collect
the landing fee?

“Can we pay with
cash?” I asked him
naively.

Raymond laughed,
then proceeded to
explain that, due to its
unusually steep
approach and short
runway, St Barths air-
port was classified as
restricted.  Any pilot
who wished to land
here first had to under-
go a flight test and be
signed off by an autho-
rized examiner.

“I’m sorry”, I replied.
“We didn’t know that.
Nobody told us.  And
there’s nothing men-
tioned in the charts.”

“The tower at Juliana
should have informed
you before you started
your approach”,
Raymond explained.
“Maybe they were too
busy and forgot.”  He
shrugged.  “C’est fait.
No matter, you are
here now.  But if you
leave, you cannot
return without a check
ride.”

“How would I get
that?” I asked him.

“Captain Pipe can do
it.”

I wasn’t sure that I’d
heard him correctly.
“Captain who?”

“Jose Dormoy.  He is
the chief pilot for
Winair.  You will find
him in St Maarten, at
Juliana airport.”

And that’s how I first
met Jose Dormoy.

From the very first
moment, I warmed to
his friendliness and
total lack of preten-

sion.  This guy is for
real, I told myself.  No
BS here.  As I soon dis-
covered, he also pos-
sessed a wry sense of
humor which  he could
deliver with such a
deadpan expression
that you had to hesitate
for a moment to guess
whether he was serious
or not before bursting
into laughter. His dis-
tinctive raspy voice,
combined with his
accent and trademark
pipe which never
seemed to leave his
mouth, made it even
funnier.  Within a few
minutes, I felt as if
Jose Dormoy and I had
known each other for
years.  And, if my own
instincts were anything
to go by, the feeling
was mutual.

“Tell me something,”
he said, leaning back
in his chair and look-
ing me straight in the
eye.  “How did you
find the landing in St
Barths?”

“It’s an unusual air-
port, for sure’” I
replied. “But no prob-
lem at all. In fact,
approach and landing
weren’t that much dif-
ferent from touching
down in a seaplane.”

“You’ve flown sea-
planes?”

“Many times.”

“Where?”

“New York City.  The
East river, mostly.  We
were only allowed to
touch down in a certain
area between two
major bridges.  One of
them could have been
the Brooklyn bridge, I
can’t remember.  So a
steep descent and then
leveling out just above
the water-that’s stan-
dard procedure.”

Jose nodded thought-
fully for a moment.
Then, putting aside his
pipe, he opened a desk
drawer, pulled out a
sheet of paper, and
began writing.

“Here you are” he said,
handing me the paper.
“You’re good to go.” 

I looked at what he’d
written. To my utter
amazement, I was now
officially qualified to
fly into St Barths!

“What about the check
ride?” I asked, con-
fused.

Jose shook his head.
“No need. You’ve
already done that.”

“I have?”

“You landed in St
Barths yesterday, did-
n’t you? And you’re
still in one piece. I’m
not worried. You know
what you’re doing.”

Over the next few
years, after I’d estab-
lished my own charter
airline in St Barths,
Jose often invited me
to join him in the right
seat of one of Winair’s
Twin Otters. (Single
pilot operations were
still allowed in those
days). His precision,
especially when flying
into Saba-which,
even today, has the
world’s shortest com-
mercial runway-was
nothing short of awe-
some. Yet, to observe
him at the controls,
you’d think that he was
miles away, thinking
about something else
entirely. But everyone,
especially his passen-
gers, knew differently.
And that included the
Dutch royal family,
who always asked
about him. Capitaine
Pipe was the undisput-
ed master of his chosen
profession, a man
trusted by one and all
to carry them safely to
their destinations.
Only once during his
entire career did he
abort a landing attempt
and return to base, and
that was because of a
hurricane.

One November after-
noon, several years
later and after I’d
moved permanently to
Nevis, I received an
unexpected telephone
call from Jose.

“J’ai des bonnes nou-
velles, Eric,”he said. “I
have some good news.
The civil aviation

department has finally
given you official per-
mission to operate into
Saba.”

I was dumbstruck. I’d
applied to Curaçao for
the same permit
numerous times over
the previous seven
years, but to no avail.
And there had never
been an explanation as
to why it had been
refused. Why now? I
wondered. Had Jose
put in a good word for
me? If he had, he never
told me.

A few days later,
accompanied by Jose
in the Piper Aztec’s
right seat, I made my
first full stop landing at
Saba airport.

For long after Jose
finally retired from
Winair and had moved
permanently to St
Eustatius, where he
lived with his wife of
many years, Ellie
Delien, Jose still con-
tinued to fly as a pri-
vate pilot. His Piper
Aztec was instantly
recognizable from the
iconic  pipe painted on
the side of the air-
craft’s nose. Even in
his later years, he
never for a moment
lost his wry sense of
h um o r - a l t h o u g h ,
sometimes, it could
come from the oppo-
site direction. True to
his nature, Jose was
never one to take
things the wrong way.

Sadly, Jose Dormoy
passed away in 2007.
His loss was mourned
not only by his family,
but by everyone who
had ever had the privi-
lege of knowing him.
And there were many.

But his legacy lives on.
And nowhere is this
reflected more than at
Winair, where,
even today, Jose serves
as an inspiration to its
new generation of
extraordinarily talent-
ed pilots.

As The Pipe would
surely have said: never
be afraid to reach for
the sky and fulfill your
dreams.

Aviation Pioneers of the Northeastern Caribbean  Part Two Jose Dormoy
From page 7



Aug. 12, DPP Valston
Graham revealed to
the Observer that he
carried out a review of
the file and “having
considered all material
I had before me, I was
satisfied that the
actions of Constable
Jeffers was, in fact,
disproportionate and
could not be justified
in my view, given the
circumstances. As
such, on April 12, I
wrote to …
Commissioner of
Police Ian Queely and
I advised him that
criminal charges for
the offense of
manslaughter should
be brought against
Constable Jeffers.”

The DPP further stated
that his office fol-
lowed the proper pro-
tocol and the question
that should be placed
on the COP is “why he
hasn’t acted on my
advice? The fact that
no further action was

taken in the matter
does not at the fault of
my office. I have com-
pleted the review of
the matter and I have
advised the commis-
sioner, as it is normal
protocol. Any question
as to why no further
action has been taken
should now be direct-
ed to the commission-
er of police as to why
he hasn’t acted on my
advice.”

Just last week during a
police press confer-
ence, Commissioner
of Police Ian Queeley
confirmed that
Graham advised the
high command of the
police to charge the
off-duty officer, but
chocked it up to “that
part is ongoing.”

The press conference
at the police training
center in Basseterre in
St Kitts was attended
by reporters from vari-
ous media house
throughout the federa-

tion. When asked by a
member of the
Observer as what they
are going to do going
forward, COP Queeley
noted that “the DPP
and the police have
always been working
together. Yes, the DPP,
after reviewing the
file, has recommended
charges. The police
high command has
met with the DPP and
that part is ongoing.”

On Wednesday, the
Observer once again
contacted Queely as to
whether or not Jeffers
had been charged, but
he noted “not that I am
aware of. But I am on
leave; check with the
deputy (Hilroy
Brandy).”

On the advice from the
COP, the Observer
contacted DCP Brandy
Thursday and when
questioned, he said he
had no comment on
the matter.
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High Command Mum on
Charging Fellow Officer

From page 15
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“ H e
decided out of the
goodness of his heart
to contribute to the
students of St. John’s
and St Paul’s,” Daniels
said. “For this, we
must say hats off to
you, we commend you
and we applaud you,
Mr. Brantley.”

The program came
about last year when
Brantley’s team
acknowledged that

every student needs a
backpack. They decid-
ed to take the project a
step further with the
messaging instilled on
the front of the pack in
an attempt to help the
students embrace
themselves. Brantley
explained that behind
every powerful person
is self-confidence, and
he felt the need to
instill that value into
students in Nevis.

“[We must] instill in
our young people from
the earliest stages a
sense of confidence,
that they can be them-
selves, whatever that
is, and that there is
value in diversity,”
Brantley said. “They
can be who they are,
believe in who they
are, be themselves and
through that build the
necessary confidence
that is an integral part

of success.”

It takes a community
to raise a child, and
Brantley recognized
that fact while speak-
ing at the unveiling.
The minister also
acknowledged that
this is only brushing
the surface of what the
federation can do for
its youth if they have
the right resources.
There has been desire
to take this backpack

program island-wide,
but Brantley is unable
to summon all the
resources on his own.
On Tuesday, he
pledged to continue to
the program, urged
others who are able to
donate to help out, and
added that he would
like to ensure this pro-
gram grows every
year.

“Im standing here
today because others

invested in me,”
Brantley said. “I was
able to benefit from
scholarships and from
assistance from those
who had gone before
me. I believe it is our
turn now to contribute
and to give something
back, and I’m very
pleased that through
simple gesture we can
touch the lives of some
of our youngest citi-
zens.”

world but particularly those in
Australia and Canada, was founded
to fight the British Government.
Recently, the ICBP invited the
Caribbean to set up its own organi-
sation - the British Caribbean
Pensioners Association (BCPA) - to
assist in the fight for the rights of
British Caribbean pensioners.

At present, there is an Early Day
Motion being presented to the U.K.

Parliament to correct the injustice
but it needs support from U.K.
MPs.  Anyone with a frozen British
pension should write to the MP
where they last lived in the U.K.
and urge them to support EDM 159
- details can bee seen
at https://www.parliament.uk/edm/
2017-19/159.  To get the e-mail
address of any U.K. MP for any
constituency go to http://www.par-
l i amen t . u k /mp s - l o r d s - a n d -
offices/mps/

Also, lobby your MP in your own
country to get your Government to
bring pressure to bear on the U.K.
Government to end this discrimina-
tion.  There have been suggestions
that the U.K. should be suspended
from the Commonwealth until it
introduces equal treatment for all
its pensioners as its discrimination
is contrary to Commonwealth prin-
ciples.

At the end of October a group of
representatives, including one from

the Caribbean, is travelling to the
U.K. to meet with MPs to press for
a correction to this massive injus-
tice.  The more support from British
Caribbean pensioners, the greater
the pressure which can be brought
to bear on the U.K. Government.

You can join the British Caribbean
Pensioners Association by e-mail-
ing to BCPA@lightwave.ag

John J Duffy
British Caribbean Pensioners
Association.
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tional community of
nations and is party to
the United Nations-
approved frameworks
for assessing the mer-
its of research and
other investigations
which involve human
subjects.

“Research procedures
are known to the min-
istries of health (feder-
al and local),” he said.
“The focal point is the
Office of the Chief
Medical Officer, the
most senior func-
tionary in relation to
scientific and techni-
cal matters of

health. Responsibility
for examining and
approving submitted
proposals is vested in
the CMO, who is so
empowered under the
Public Health Act,
subject to the ultimate
authority of the minis-
ter.”

Martin said that in
2014, the government
drafted legislation to
establish a formal
Institutional Review
Board (IRB). “This
was a direct response
to increased interest in
carrying out health
research in the federa-
tion, including stem

cell research,” he said.
“All [people] seeking
to carry out research
involving human sub-
jects (resident or non-
resident) must submit
proposals in writing
and receive approval
in writing from the
CMO prior to the start
of the research activi-

ty. Proposals for
research and other
investigations that
either bypassed the
Office of the CMO or
were not sanctioned by
the Office of the CMO
must be regarded as
being unethical and
fake.”

“As customary, the CXC results for
these examinations are a much
talked-about subject among many
students, parents, teachers and the
Ministry of Education,” he said.
“We are cognizant that students’
overall performance depends on
students’ agency; parental support
and involvement; teacher’s deliv-
ery and assessment; and school
leadership and climate.”

He acknowledged that students are
dependent on the outcome of these
examinations to determine their
future.“The results of these exams
are the gateway to access higher
education at CFBC, UWI, UVI and
other regional and international
institutions,” he said. He added that
the Ministry of Education takes a
hard look at the results “to shed

light on instructional practices and
give guidance to professional
development as necessary to better
equipped teachers to deliver CXC
curriculum.”

Richards also disclosed that the
ministry is monitoring the students
who started secondary school five
years ago and comparing those
numbers to who actually sat CSEC
exams.

“Consistent to our education strate-
gy is our focus this year on the
number of students enrolled in sec-
ondary schools five years ago and
the number of those students who
would have registered and taken
overseas examinations,” he said.
“We are therefore paying attention
to the success rate of the 2012-2013
entry cohort that will be graduating
cohort at the secondary schools.”

Local CXC Registrar Solomon

indicated at the conference that the
results released thus far are prelim-
inary and maybe subject to change.

“When the results are released…we
issue a preliminary slip and on that
slip it indicates that CXC reserves
the right to change the grade before
the final certificate is issued,” he
said. He explained part of that
process involves grade reviews
where students who feel that the
grade awarded to them did not
reflect what was awarded to them
in the exam. “That period is usual-
ly a two and a half to three week
window after the results have been
released,” Solomon said.

He also noted that some of students
may have unfairly received a
ungraded mark when they checked
their results online and he urged
them to inform their school’s prin-
cipal or the Ministry of Education.

Other results included the follow-
ing:

1.  The federation pass rates for
some subject areas achieving a
below 50 percent pass rate in math-
ematics with 46.96 percent pass
rate.

2.  English literature had a 48.88
percent in English Literature and
63.65 percent pass rate in English A

3.  Applied mathematics Unit 1 and
2 at the CAPE level saw 100 per-
cent pass rates

4.  Pure mathematics Unit 1 had
68.88 percent

5.  Pure mathematics Unit 2 regis-
tered 90 percent

6.  A total of 1,641 candidates reg-
istered for 6,109 subjects.

UK’s Pension Discrimination

Backpacks donated to students in St. John’s and St. Paul’s

Ministry of Health Investigating Unauthorised Vaccine Trials in SKN
From page 2

Mixed Results for CXC Examinations

From page 9
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Captains Hideaway is seeking
one female with cooking and

bartender experience.
Contact 668-9922

Visual & Lighting System Ltd
seeking one Electrician.

For more details please contact
668-2018/762-2145 

VACANCY 
One (1) Cook

For more information Call:
664-5623

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
SPACE AVAILABLE

Give Us A Call @ 469*5907

Using your phone while driving is dangerous...
Don’t take a chance on someone else’s life,

Drive with some concern.

CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS  
REAL ESTATE  REAL ESTATE  EMPLOYMENT  EMPLOYMENT  REAL ESTATE  REAL ESTATE  EMPLOYMENT  EMPLOYMENT

Elec Tech Services 
Need one Electrician / Helper 

661-2206

VJ’s Snackette - Need One
Construction Worker

665-4281

Night Manager needed at
Mount Nevis Hotel for
more info call 469-9373

Land for Sale at Nelson Spring
Clifton Estate.  For more details
please contact 469-0191/662-

8504 or 762-8504 

International News Wrap

dry seasons. This year, there has
been much more rainfall than
expected. Tensions between the rest
of the world and North Korea have
become increasingly high after
North Korea fired a missile over
Japan Aug. 29. World leaders are
viewing the missile launch as “a
grave threat.” North Korea has
been developing its nuclear arsenal
for years, but has shown that it is

capable now of launching those
missiles into other countries.

Africa – Kenya held a diplomatic
election on Aug. 8, but opposition
leaders challenged that the election
was rigged the very same day it
took place. This is the third election
in a row that allegations of a fixed
vote have been brought up. The
Kenyan supreme court is expected
to announce its decision Sept. 1 on
the rightfulness of the electorate.
Floods have ravaged Sierra Leone

and now Niger in the month of
August, leaving hundreds dead and
thousands homeless. It is unknown
if these sorts of seasonal flood cat-
astrophes can even be prevented by
government intervention, but some
are pushing to strengthen environ-
mental regulations after the disas-
ters.

Middle East – Qatar, one of St.
Kitts and Nevis’ newest allies, is
rejecting claims from its middle
eastern neighbors that the nation

harbors terrorists, saying that the
country shows zero tolerance
towards terrorism. The government
of Qatar argues that they have
called for a dialogue with the coun-
tries boycotting them – Saudi
Arabia, the UAE, Bahrain and
Egypt – and has received no
response. Iraqi prime minister
declared victory over ISIS fighters
in the province of Nineveh, show-
ing that Iraqi forces are on the
offensive over the Islamic state
group.

From page 11
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