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By Kenan Dudley

Hurricane Jose is bar-
reling toward the
Leeward Islands, fresh
off the heels of the
devastation of
Hurricane Irma.  A
hurricane watch is in

effect for Antigua and
Barbuda, and a tropi-
cal storm watch is in
effect for Anguilla,
Montserrat, St. Kitts
and Nevis, Saba and
St. Eustatius.

A tropical storm watch

implies that tropical
storm conditions are
possible within an area
in the next 48 hours.
At 5 p.m. Thursday,
Sept. 7, the center of
Hurricane Jose was
located at latitude 15.5
North, longitude 52.4

west.  The hurricane is
moving west-north-
west at a speed of 18
miles per hour.  At 5
p.m., Hurricane Jose
was a Category 3
storm on the Saffir-
Simpson Hurricane
Scale, with sustained
wind speeds of 120
mph.

The hurricane’s pro-
jected path brings it
dangerously close to
many areas already
heavily affected by the
passing of Hurricane
Irma, specifically
Antigua and Barbuda.
The twin-island nation
is the only area cur-
rently under hurricane
watch.  Hurricane
force winds extend
outward 35 miles from
the center of the storm
and tropical storm
force winds extend
outward an additional
80 miles.

The storm has been
steadily strengthening
over the course of the
past three National
Hurricane Center
Public Advisory
releases and is expect-
ed to continue to do so
for the next 24-48
hours.

Antigua and Barbuda
M e t e o r o l o g i c a l
Services forecaster
Lenard Josiah sent out
a release earlier today,
urging the public to
take notice of this
storm.

“Based upon the latest
position and forecast
track,” Josiah said.
“Hurricane Jose could

come close to the
Leeward Islands and
British Virgin Islands
this weekend.”

It is unclear at this
time whether or not
Hurricane Jose is
expected to make
landfall in any affected
areas.  Some projec-
tions estimate the
storm will pass north-
east of the Leeward
Islands.  The expected
intensity of the center
of the storm is clear,
and is reason enough
to ensure all residents
of the federation are
prepared for anything.
As was said very often
last week, Saint Kitts
and Nevis must pray
for the best, but pre-
pare for the worst.

Brian Dyer, the direc-
tor at Nevis Disaster
M a n a g e m e n t
Department, notes that
people should begin
their hurricane prepa-
ration now. Items best
needed during a hurri-
cane include the fol-
lowing:

• battery-powered
radio with extra batter-
ies

• a first-aid kit (ban-
dages, aspirin, disin-
fectant swabs)

• prescription medica-
tions (at least a two-
week supply) in origi-
nal bottles plus copies
of the prescriptions

• eyeglasses/contacts
(with a copy of the
prescription) and sup-
plies, which include
distilled water

• foods that do not
require refrigeration or
cooking

• coolers for food stor-
age

• items for infants and
elderly household
members

• medical equipment
and devices, such as
dentures, crutches,
prostheses, etc.

• a change of clothes
for each household
member

• a sleeping bag or
bedroll and pillow for
each household mem-
ber

• checkbook, cash in
large and small bills
and credit cards

• cell phone charger
and car charger

• charge your laptop
computer batteries

• digital camera, cam-
era with film or dis-
posable camera for
before/after pictures of
property

• books, games, toys
for children

• disposable plates and
utensils

• manual can opener

• scissors

• toilet paper

• insect repellent, sun-
screen

• air mattress and air
pump
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proposals procedure) is 06 October, 2017 at 23:00 (Brussels date and time). 
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By Monique Washington

Just hours before
Hurricane Irma was
scheduled to hit, a
body was found in an
advanced state of
decomposition in a
house in Liburd Hill
Village, Nevis.

Carlton Byron, who

was said to be in his
80s, had recently
returned from Canada
after having eye
surgery, a neighbor
told the Observer, but
his neighbors had not
seen him for about a
week.

Clad in full white
overalls, members of

the Royal St.
Christopher and Nevis
Police Force entered
Byron’s home
late Tuesday.  The
body was later
removed by Elliott’s
Funeral Home.

His cause of his death
will be determined by
an autopsy.
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Using your phone while driving is dangerous... Don’t take a chance
on someone else’s life.  Drive with others in mind, Drive Safely!

Mr. Carlton Byron seen here in better times (Older Gentleman)



Last week, we told
you that the
Supervisor of
Elections is the one
who recommends
Returning Officer for
each constituency, and
that officer then
receives an instrument
of appointment from
the Governor General.

One of the immediate
jobs of the Returning
Officer is to select a
place for the nomina-
tion of candidates and
to have this informa-
tion published in the
newspapers and in the
Gazette, and posted at
public buildings. It is
then his/her responsi-
bility to receive the
nomination of the can-
didates.  

The next step is to
establish polling sta-
tions. While it is the
responsibility of the
Returning Officer to
publish the addresses
of these voting places,
usually these are pres-
elected by the
Supervisor of
Elections.  They will
be chosen to provide
adequate numbers,
adequate space, shelter
and security for the
voting process.  

The number of polling
stations and the num-
ber of polling booths
per station will be
decided by the number
of registered voters.
When it flows smooth-
ly, and based on my
experience, – from
voter identification, to

inspection of the fin-
gers, to the receipt of
instructions for voting,
to inking of the finger,
to deposit of the ballot
in the box – voting
takes two (2) minutes.
Thus, a poll that is
open from 7 am to 6
pm suggests that 330
persons would be the
maximum capacity per
polling station.

In the 2015 Elections,
there were 121 sta-
tions.  Nevis 9 had the
largest number with 16
stations followed by St
Christopher 8 with 15
while Nevis 10 only
had 6 stations.  Three
constituencies had 9
and 10 stations each,
while St Christopher 1
and 2 had 14 and 13
stations respectively.
Seventy-five of these
stations (62%) had a
register varying
between 250 and 400
voters, 12 had less
than 250 and 34 had
over 400 (one had up
to 508 voters).
Somehow, we have to
try to standardise the
number of voters per
polling station.  That
will be one of my chal-
lenges, and I am open
to suggestions.

Each station will have
a Presiding Officer
and a Poll Clerk, each
of whom will be
appointed by me in my
capacity of Supervisor
of Elections.  In sum-
mary, the Presiding
Officer manages the
station while the Poll

Clerk records every-
thing that happens dur-
ing the day.
Thankfully, some per-
sons have already sig-
nalled an interest in
serving.  

There is a very inter-
esting power assigned
to Presiding Officers.
It is described at
Section 62 (3) & (4) of
the National Assembly
Elections Act. “Where
the proceedings at any
polling station are
interrupted or
obstructed by riot, or
open violence, or by
the occurrence of any
earthquake, hurri-
cane, flood, fire, out-
break of pestilence or
outbreak of infectious
disease or other
calamity whether simi-
lar to the foregoing or
not, the presiding offi-
cer may adjourn the
proceedings till the
following day and
thereafter from day to
day as may be neces-
sary and shall forth-
with give notice to the
returning officer.

Where the poll is
adjourned at any
polling station, a) the
hours of polling on the
day to which it is
adjourned shall be the
same as for the origi-
nal day; and (b)refer-
ences in this Act to the
close of the poll shall
be construed accord-
ingly.”

Elections are serious
business. And expen-
sive too.

C M Y K
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Hurricane Irma wiggled out in the Atlantic, as if perfecting its aim at
St Kitts and Nevis. Then, at the last minute, it wobbled.  Don’t take
this wobble for granted: it was ordained by a Higher Power.  That
Power caused the hurricane to pass slightly east and north of us.
The outer bands affected us, but thankfully no major damage has
been reported.  It brought rain and wind, but mostly darkness. 

It was a moonlit night, just one day before full moon, but yet the dark-
ness was intense and palpable. For some of us, it reinforced the say-
ing that the only thing worse than a hurricane is a hurricane that
passes in the night!

There is no question that the country was prepared.  We heeded the
warnings from the news media and those from the political leaders.
It comforted us that VON Radio stayed with us throughout the night.
The world seems a safer place once VON is broadcasting. Thank you
VON.

Perhaps the single most important thing that convinced us to prepare
was the leadership shown by the Authorities who declared two days
of office closure.  When the government shuts down for two days,
then it had to be serious and other businesses followed suit.

On reflection though, disaster – and indeed hurricane – prepared-
ness starts with the setting and enforcement of standards.   Our
building code is developed with hurricanes, and to some extent,
earthquakes in mind.  Building is not allowed in flood plains without
proper mitigation measures.  Environmental Impact Assessments
must be done for major projects.  Now we understand the roles and
functions of the Planning Departments, the various messages of the
Disaster Preparedness Offices and the existence of Emergency
Shelters which, thankfully were only used sparingly.

Other than VON Radio, we must commend the Nevis Disaster
Preparedness Department for their rapid reconnaissance.  We must
also acknowledge the Nevis Electricity Company, NEVLEC, on its
rapid response and restoration of electricity.  Note too, that in the
midst of the storm, domestic water was available.   Something good
is truly happening in Nevis!  

We wish to join with others to emphasis this message: except for 911,
do not expect a voice answer to office emergency numbers; leave a
message or send a text.  An inconvenience is not an emergency!
That needs to resonate more and sink into our psyche and become
part of our preparation plan.  

At the end of the day, if Irma had barreled down on us full force, our
best preparations may not have been good enough.  So let us all give
thanks to Almighty God for his deliverance and pray for those islands
and territories which are directly impacted by this monster storm,
even as we prepare for the one-two punch of Hurricane Jose.

Editorial 

Publisher/Editor-in-Chief:  Kenneth Williams
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Using your phone while driving is dangerous...
Don’t take a chance on someone else’s life.
Drive with others in mind, Drive Safely!



Part I was published in
mid July.  In the same
month the British
Medical Journal
(BMJ) featured a study
by a number of infec-
tious diseases special-
ists (lead author,
Martin J. Llewelyn) of
the appropriate length
of an antibiotic (ab)
course.  I heard about
this on a BBC, VON
news item and then
looked up the paper
from which it derived,
and because of its
importance wish to
share it.  So many sci-
entific papers are pub-
lished that it is almost
fortuitous which ones
come one’s way.  It is
estimated that 2.5 mil-
lion new scientific
papers are published
annually.  I was glad to
learn that here in the
Federation our medi-
cal authorities con-
vened a symposium
about the problem of
ab resistance.
However the advice
they gave was that
which has been current

for the past 70 years,
that you should always
complete the pre-
scribed course of abs
(this was also what I
suggested, having in
July, not yet read
Professor Llewelyn’s
paper)

Here is some of what
Professor Llewelyn
says:

‘The antibiotic course
has had its day with
little evidence that
failing to complete a
prescribed ab course
contributes to ab resis-
tance, it is time for
policy makers, educa-
tors and doctors to
drop the message.  Abs
are vital to modern
medicine and ab resis-
tance is a global urgent
threat to human health.
The relation between
ab exposure and ab
resistance is unam-
biguous both at the
population level and in
individual patients.
Reducing unnecessary
ab use is therefore
essential to mitigate ab

resistance.  The idea
that stopping ab treat-
ment early encourages
ab resistance is not
supported by evi-
dence, while taking
abs for longer than
necessary increases

the risk of resistance.’

This conclusion is in
direct conflict with the
advice issued by WHO
for Antibiotic
Awareness Week 2016
where they advise
patients ‘always to
complete the full pre-

scription, even if you
feel better, because
stopping treatment
early promotes the
growth of drug resis-
tant bacteria.’  

‘Traditionally, abs are
prescribed for recom-
mended durations or
courses.  Fundamental
to the concept of an ab
course is the notion
that shorter treatment
will be inferior.  There
is however little evi-
dence that currently
recommended dura-
tions are minimums,
below which patients
will be at increased
risk of treatment fail-

ure.  Historically, ab
courses were set by
precedent, driven by
fear of under-treat-
ment, with less con-
cern about overuse.
For many indications
recommended dura-
tions have decreased
as evidence of similar
clinical outcomes with
shorter courses has
been generated.  There
are reasons to be opti-
mistic that the public
will accept that com-
pleting the course to
prevent resistance is
wrong if the medical
profession openly
acknowledges that this
is so, rather than sim-

ply substituting subtle
alternatives such as
‘exactly as pre-
scribed’.  Research is
needed to determine
the most appropriate
alternative messages,
such as, ‘Stop when
you feel better’.’  

It will be interesting to
see the effect this
study has upon the
advice put out by the
WHO.  We do not need
to wait for that slow-
moving body to issue
its deliberations.  All
our doctors may wish
to familiarise them-
selves with Professor
Llewellyn’s paper.

COMMENTARY

C M Y K
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Advisory from The St. Kitts-Nevis Observer...

BEWARE THE SCAMMERS!
Beware of correspondence which purports to

make you rich overnight. DO NOT give out ANY 

Information concerning your credit
card, bank account, phone number

or even your address.

Antibiotic Resistance Part II

Purchase Your Observer at
Mansa Last Stop
Cades Bay 

Vacancy exists at Diamonds International LTD.
For the following positions;

(1) “Crown Of Light” Sales Manager;
(2) “Time Piece” Sales Manager;

Crown Of Light Sales Manager;
Applicants must possess no less than three (3) years
working experience in Jewelry Sales in a managerial
position, with background knowledge and training
in Diamonds, certification in Diamond
Certification is a must. Remuneration package will
be based on experience

Time Piece Sales Manager;
Applicant must have experience in selling time piece
brands carried by our store, courses done by watch
brands would be an asset in verifying knowledge and
training in watches and movements of watch brands

All interested applicants are invited to email resumes along with

certificates to stkitts@shopdi.com

James Milnes Gaskell
Syndicated columnist
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By Loshaun Dixon

Basseterre, St. Kitts –
The prime minister of
St. Kitts and Nevis
said how fortunate the
federation was after
being spared the wrath
of Hurricane Irma that
devastated nearby
islands in its path.

In his third national
address in as many
days, Harris said that
the federation had

been blessed to be
spared the extreme
ravages of Hurricane
Irma.

“We thank God for
life, and for His
unending mercies,”
Harris said. “I must
record sincere grati-
tude and commenda-
tions to our security
forces and other essen-
tial service employees,
who sacrificed the
comfort of their homes

and time with their
families to do the
nation’s business. Our
police and defence
force officers have
rendered yeoman ser-
vice throughout this
ordeal.

“There have been no
reports of looting and
we would wish that
such be maintained,
therefore the security
forces would remain
on high alert. Our fire

and rescue officers
deserve special men-
tion for their efforts at
road clearing and
assistance to home-
owners. I also com-
mend the response of
our Ministry of Public
Infrastructure, which
has been working tire-
lessly to get us back to
a state of normalcy.”

Harris noted that the
island main is com-
pletely passable and
work is apace to
restore ancillary roads.

“ I am also advised by
our water engineer that
as at 6 p.m., 60 percent
of our island’s water
supply has been
restored and it is
expected that the
remainder will be
reconnected in short
order,” Harris said.

He  also heaped prais-
es on the various
members of National
Emergency Operations
Centre (NEOC) and
the staff of NEMA for
providing manpower
to the committee acti-
vated just ahead of the
storm.

“We experienced an
excellent show of vol-
unteerism, and for this
we thank our public
servants, NGO com-
munity and private cit-
izens,” he said. “In
essence, our people, as
a whole, responded
well to all of the advi-
sories and information
presented to them for
their own safety and
security. This high
level of responsive-
ness helped to mitigate
what could have been
a catastrophe. The cab-
inet wishes to note that
although we were very
well prepared for the
passage of Hurricane
Irma, this experience
has provided us with
invaluable insights
regarding best prac-
tices to implement
before, during and
after a storm.”

The prime minister
indicated that there
was no loss of life

reported, though some
individuals had to be
evacuated in the mid-
dle of the storm.

“We are also aware
that several residents
sustained significant
damage,” Harris said.
“Our latest report
reveals that only six
[people] remain in our
hurricane shelters.
While it would be pre-
mature to place an
assessment figure on
the quantum of dam-
age to property and
infrastructure as a con-
sequence of the pas-
sage of Hurricane
Irma, NEMA’s
Damage Assessment
and Needs Analysis
Committee has been
deployed and we await
its findings.”

He also expressed con-
cern for the the other
territories that were
devastated by the pas-
sage of Irma.

“Before I close, I must
offer my government’s
care and concern for
our Caribbean neigh-
bours who faced sig-
nificant impact by
Hurricane Irma,”
Harris said. “These
jurisdictions include
Anguilla, St. Bart, St.
Maarten, Barbuda, the
USVI and the British
Virgin Islands. My
government extends
the hand of friendship
and support to the gov-
ernments and people
of these neighbouring
islands. We must also
thank those interna-
tional agencies who

are reaching out to us
in the wake of the
storm and are standing
ready to assist wherev-
er possible, based on
the confirmation of
our specific needs
across the federation.”

Harris then reiterated
the federation had
been spared from what
could have been a cat-
astrophic outcome
from Hurricane Irma.

“Accordingly, I have
asked the Ministry of
Ecclesiastical Affairs
to coordinate a nation-
al service of praise and
thanksgiving, in col-
laboration with the
religious bodies in the
federation. As we jour-
ney through the recov-
ery process, and the
rest of the 2017 hurri-
cane season, for that
matter, I wish to again
encourage all of our
citizens and residents
to look out for our
neighbours and
remember that we are
our brother’s keeper,
in good times and in
bad. Our goal is to pre-
serve life and reduce
the likelihood of risk
and damage to proper-
ty. May Almighty God
continue to bless the
people of St. Kitts and
Nevis as we continue
through the rest of the
2017 Atlantic
Hurricane season.”

Since that address, the
federation is once
again under watch as
Hurricane Jose powers
near, just days after
Irma.

PM Harris Thankful SKN Spared
During Passage of Irma

Prime Minister Dr. Timothy Harris
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By Monique Washington

Category 5 Hurricane
Irma passage just
north of the twin-
island federation left
one family in St. Kitts
practically homeless
after winds took the
roof off their home.

Michelle Harriott
Warner, a resident at
Keys Project in St.
Kitts, her husband and
their four children,
ages 14, 15, 18 and
22, became victims of
Irma’s wrath in the
early hours
of Wednesday when
their roof began to
come off. Warner told
the Observer her con-

crete house lost its felt
roof.

“It was real frighten-
ing,” Warner said. “It
was calm in the first
part. It was not really
that frightening for
me, but for the kids [it
was], [as they had
never experienced a
hurricane. About 2:30
a.m., the roof started
going. I heard a pong-
ing and the first part
went. In my bedroom,
I felt water starting to
come inside. I went
down to their room,
my children’s room,
[and] after I got down
there, the rest of the
roof went and the

water started pouring
in heavily. The entire
roof came off.”

She explained that
they began to lean the
beds against the wall
and began contacting
the Hon. Mark
Brantley via his social
media page. “Then the
police cam,” she said.
“And they took us to
the shelter. When we
were trying to go to
the shelter in Keys, it
was closed.”

She noted that a neigh-
bor then assisted them
by taking them in and
giving them shelter.

“We didn’t know

about any other shel-
ter,” she said. “One
neighbor was very
good; she came and
took us in with loving
arms. Other than that,
no one else on our pro-
ject came out and
offered any assistance
to us during the
storm.”

Warner noted that a
number of people in
the area sustained
damaged, but none as
severe as hers. “A lot
of people’s felt went,
but not all of it,” she
said. “We went this
morning and we got
some galvanize. The
minister (Eugene

Hamilton) came and
took some information
to get me some ply-
wood to help.”

At time of press,
Warner said they are
currently still staying
in their damaged home
and are seeking assis-
tance in getting beds
for the children. “I am
still in the house,” she
said. “We had blankets
and sheets and we
stayed there. We are at
home drying up some
stuff. A neighbor came
and gave us some tarp
polling; another neigh-
bor came and tried to
fix the roof for us. We
need bed for kids.”

She noted that she is
worried about José,
another storm that may
develop into another
major hurricane later
today and take the
same path as Irma.

“There is a next storm
coming and I’m really
worried about that,”
Warner said. “We
would definitely need
shelter because we are
on the hill and I am
worried.”

However, despite her
losses, Warner gives
thanks to God. “I am
thanking God for life
and that is the best
thing,” she said.

St. Kitts Resident Loses Roof to Hurricane Irma

Photo courtesy NOAA NWS National Hurricane Center



By Loshaun Dixon

Basseterre, St. Kitts –
The Royal St.
Christopher and Nevis
Police force has been
reporting that since
local residents of St.
Kitts and Nevis have
been turning down the
opportunity to become
part of the organiza-

tion, the force is seek-
ing officers from out-
side the federation to
satisfy its human
resource needs.

Commissioner of
Police Ian Queeley
revealed the rationale
behind the police
going overseas to fill
the police force.

“We have been and
continue to advertise,
be it Facebook, career
fairs, whatever,” he
said. “We have been
advertising and [peo-
ple] who are here are
just not coming for-
ward; they are not
coming forward.”

He said that police are

in need of resources,
making reference to
the fact that they have
had to rely on officers
from the defence force
to gain additional
resources.

“Many of us would
appreciate the differ-
ence we see calling out
the defence force to
have additional
resources,” he said.
“We want to have
those resources. The
thing about it is a lot of
people, in my view,
who do not understand
demographics and so
on would make the
comparison as to the
number of the police
force and the popula-
tion and so on. But,
when we look at it, in
many other islands,
the United States or
whatever, there are

other supporting agen-
cies.”

Queeley assured that
they are not discrimi-
nating in the recruit-
ment of new officers,
but are looking to
attract recruits with
varying skills to serve
in different capacities
within the organiza-
tion.

“We want to indicate
that we would not
want to discriminate in
our recruitment,” he
said. “But we will seek
to attract the brightest
and best candidates for
the job, giving the
changing world. The
applicants or candi-
dates that are selected
are reflective of the
needs of the organiza-
tion going forward.
That is why I spoke to
the fact that we are
seeking [people] with
technical compe-
tences, especially in
the area of forensics,
in the area of cyber-
crimes investigation,
and so on. [People]
who have those techni-
cal competencies, they
are the persons who
could be of great inter-
est. We want to stress
that we would like to
attract [people] with
accounting back-
ground.”

Deputy Commissioner
of Police Hilroy
Brandy stated that they
have been searching
all over the region for
quality officers to
form part of the police
force and also visited a
regional state in order

to source recruits.

“We had a shortage of
officers in the organi-
zation and we went
locally and regionally
to do advertisement,”
Brandy said. “As a
result, we recently vis-
ited St. Vincent, did
some interviews, do
ID tech, do polygraph.
Thirty came to St.
Kitts and we are con-
tinuing the process,
medical, to see how
many of those 30 can
be sworn-in to be offi-
cers of the Royal St.
Christopher and Nevis
Police Force.”

However, he noted
that the recruitment
process continues
within the force for
new officers.
“Presently, we are still
doing advertisement in
trying to attract the
best and the brightest
to our organization,”
he added.

The force went on a
drive to source poten-
tial new recruits to the
force with a downtown
career fair Aug, 18,
with dozens of police
officers from the vari-
ous departments flock-
ing to Bank Street to
showcase to the public
career opportunities
the force had to offer.
The officers from vari-
ous departments show-
cased to members of
the public various
daily task each depart-
ment may encounter
and had a drone dis-
play that is expected to
begin regular use in
the near future.

C M Y K
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Lack of Local Interest
Forces Police to Seek

Overseas Recruits

The St. Kitts Nevis 

Observer/Nevis Printing seeks  an 

experience pressman with over 

10 years experience.

Send 

application to

thesknobserver@yahoo.com or editori

nchief@thestkittsnevisobserver.com
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aaPayyment System Act Chapp

Dated this 14th day of August 2017.

Trevor O. B. Brathwaite

DEPUTY GOVERNOR

Commissioner of Police Ian Queeley



By Kenan Dudley

Hurricane Irma
brought her fury down
on the Leeward
Islands in the early
hours of Wednesday,
Sept. 6, as it made its
first landfall as a
Category 5 hurricane.
Kittians and Nevisians
joined all of the
island’s neighbors in
hunkering down in the
safest spaces available
and praying for the
best. The federation
avoided the brunt of
Irma’s damage due to
a late turn toward the
north; other islands
were not so lucky, and
the eye of the storm
passed directly, or
nearly over them. The
Observer provides
below as much break-
ing news as is avail-
able about the impact
of Hurricane Irma
through 5 p.m. on
Thursday, Sept. 7.

Antigua and Barbuda
came in close contact
with the Category 5
storm, and the eye
passed directly over
Barbuda. The storm is
so big that the entire
island sat in its eye,
and the storm brought
chaos and destruction
to the island’s popula-
tion of 1,800. Antigua
withstood the storm’s
surging winds and
rains, and fared well
due to being 30 miles
away from the center
of the storm. Barbuda

was not so lucky. All
communication with
Antigua’s sister island
was cut-off shortly
aftermidnight Wednes
day morning. After
seeing the devastation
first hand via an emer-
gency helicopter, the
prime minister, the
Honourable Gaston
Browne, gave a
report. 

“I would say that
about 95 percent of the
properties would have
suffered some level of
damage,” Browne
said. “They lost at
least a part of their
roofs; some have lost
whole roofs, some
properties have been
totally demolished. It
is absolutely heart-
wrenching.”

The full magnitude of
the damage to the
island is still being
uncovered, but emer-
gency crews and aid
were brought over
from Antigua. All cell
phone towers on the
island were destroyed,
and communication is
still not fully back
online. One casualty
has been confirmed.

The storm then passed
directly over St.
Martin, leading to
widespread damages
much like those seen
on Barbuda. At least
six casualties have
been reported, and
officials are concerned
that number could

grow as recovery and
search and rescue
efforts continue.
Daniel Gibbs, St.
Martin’s representa-
tive in the French
National Assembly,
spoke with Radio
C a r i b b e a n
International and
described the island 95
percent destroyed.

The storm also harshly
affected both the U.S.
and British Virgin
Islands. Four people
have been confirmed
dead on the U.S.
Virgin Islands. Perla
George, business
development director
for the B.V.I Tourist
Board, issued a state-
ment updating the situ-

ation.

“The full extent of the
damage is unknown at
this time,” she said. “It
is clear the islands
have been severely
impacted,. At present,
most communications
remain down, includ-

ing mobile phone ser-
vice and Internet
access.”

Anguilla took on a
brunt of Irma’s force,
and at least one person
was killed in the
British territory. The
island’s port and air-

port remain closed,
and Josephine Gumbs-
Connor, an Anguillian
lawyer, described the
situation as “nuclear
bomb devastation.”

More details will come
as more information
unfolds.
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Irma Makes its Way Through the Leeward Islands
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Destruction left in Irma’s path.



By Monique Washington

Both public primary
and high schools in
Nevis are scheduled to
reopen Monday, said
Kevin Barrett, acting
permanent secretary in
education in the Nevis
Island Administration.

On Thursday, the PS
announced that “prin-
cipals and staff of gov-
e r nmen t - o p e r a t e d
schools on Nevis are
asked to report to their
various schools at 8:30
a.m.”

Schools were sched-
uled to reopen for the

new school year on
Sept. 4; however, on
Sept. 1 the premier and
the minister of educa-
tion in Nevis, the Hon.
Vance Amory,
announced to the pub-
lic that the three
schools – two high
schools and a
preschool – will be
closed due to unfin-
ished construction on
the school .

“Mr. Barret and Mr.
Pemberton spoke with
Mr. Stanley, who gave
an assessment of the
schools’ projects and it
was decided that the
state of the work at

this time did not war-
rant that the schools
could reopen on Sept.
4,” Amory said. “After
some deliberation
regarding the safety of
the schools, as far as
our students and our
staffs, were concerned,
it was decided that we
will delay the opening
of the two secondary
schools. It is now
therefore my duty to
advise you that the
C h a r l e s t o w n
Secondary School and
the Gingerland
Secondary School will
now be opened on the
11th, a week later than

anticipated. However,
staff members and
other support staff are
expected to report for
duty to both secondary
schools on Monday
Sept. 4. The principals

at the schools will give
instructions at that
time.”

On Sunday, the
Ministry of Education
noted that schools will
remain closed due to

the passage of
Category 5 Irma.
Barrett said that  “all
students are asked to
report to school 8:30
a.m. on Monday, Sept.
11.”
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Kevin Barrett, APS in Education in the Nevis Island Administration

All Schools Open Monday



The Observer brings
the people of the feder-
ation a weekly briefing
of world news that
affects the people of St.
Kitts and Nevis. Many
international issues
will affect how St.
Kitts and Nevis oper-
ates in the future, and
it is important for the
people to be aware of
these actions.

North America -
President Trump
announced on
Tuesday that he is end-
ing the American
Immigration policy
“Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals.”
The program allowed
illegal immigrants
who entered the coun-
try as children tempo-
rary immunity from
deportation. The move
expressed the current
administration’s inten-
tion to reduce the
amount of immigra-
tion into the United
States. The NFL sea-
son started yesterday,
Sept. 7, and the largest
storyline centered on
Colin Kaepernick,
who is a free agent.
Some allege that is
because he refused to
stand before the
National Anthem in
games last year.
Others argue he’s just
not good enough.
Regardless, the issue
has encouraged
celebrities and popular
figures to become
more involved in
protest movements.  

South America -

Colombia received a
visit from Pope
Francis on
Thursday as it pre-
pared to reunite after a
five-decade long civil
war. The
Revolutionary Armed
Forces of Colombia
and the government
signed a peace treaty
earlier this year and
7,000 revolutionary
fighters will integrate
with the population,
ending a war that
killed more than
220,000 people. In
Venezuela, months of
protests that have sur-
rounded President
Nicolas Maduro, who
is seeking to rewrite
the constitution, con-
tinue. Opposition lead-
ers met with French
President Emmanuel
Macron to ask for sup-
port against Maduro.

Europe - Britain
began formally work-
ing on departing from
the European Union in
its new law making
session. The bill is
known as the
European Union bill.
Opponents of the with-
draw bill as it stands
are worried that it rep-
resents a power grab,
giving prime ministers
the ability to make
large changes without
a proper system of
checks and balances.
The government coun-
ters that the changes
are not significant. In
Russia, cryptocurren-
cy is becoming a dri-
ving force in some

areas. Cryptocurrency,
specifically bitcoin, is
an online currency. It
originated as resource
to invest in the black
market digitally, but
has gained enough cir-
culation that people
are now trying to make
money off it. The cur-
rency is completely
unregulatable and does
not exist physically,
making it hard to
ensure legitimacy in
transactions.

Asia - At least 164,000
Rohingyas evacuated
to Bangladesh after
being exposed to con-
stant violence in
Myanmar. The
Rohingya people are a
stateless group mainly
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living in Myanmar,
who were described by
the United Nations as
one of the most perse-
cuted minorities in the
world. Not much news
has disseminated over
the cause of the evacu-
ations, although their
villages can be seen
smouldering behind
them.  Philippines
President Rodrigo
Duterte’s son has testi-
fied before congress
that he had no involve-
ment in an alleged
shipment of $125 mil-
lion dollars worth of
narcotics from China.
The president has been
raging a drug war
within his nation with-
out mercy, and doesn’t
hesitate to kill alleged
drug suspects. The
president said he
would resign if any of
his family was
involved in such an
activity.

Africa - Kenya spent a

month debating the
legitimacy of its most
recent presidential
election, and on Sept.
1, the supreme court of
Kenya announced the
results were invalid.
The court ordered new
polls within 60 days.
Uhuru Kenyatta is the
current president and
was originally
declared the winner of
the August vote.
Kenyatta expressed
his anger over the
decision, but tweet-
ed Saturday “for now
let us meet at the bal-
lot.” An opposition
member of parliament
in Tanzania, Tundu
Lissu, is in serious
condition after being
shot at his house in
Dodoma. The motive
of the shooting is still
unclear. Lissu was
arrested and released
in July after calling
President John
Magufuli a dictator.

Middle East - Qatar,
one of St. Kitts and

Nevis’ newest allies, is
still in the midst of a
rift with its neighbors.
Saudi Foreign
Minister Adel al-
Jubeir expressed
Saudis thoughts that
this isn’t a disagree-
ment that will go away
lightly, saying he was
prepared for the diplo-
matic standstill to last
for two years. Qatar
reached out to
Morocco and Pakistan
this wee  to continue
opening up diplomatic
relations outside of the
area. Israeli warplanes
struck a military facili-
ty in Syria. Syria is in
the midst of a civil war
that features multiple
external nations
choosing sides. The
bombing killed two
people. The Syrian
government accused
Israel of emboldening
terrorist in Syria,
while the government
of Israel would not
comment on the
attack.
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By Loshaun Dixon

Basseterre, St. Kitts –
While the federation
of St. Kitts and Nevis
was preparing for the
passage of Hurricane
Irma, the St. Kitts and
Nevis Patriots gave the
federation some sun-
shine as it stormed into
the Caribbean Premier
League (CPL) final
with a 38 run win over
the Trinbago Knight
Riders.

Having being asked to
bat first, the Patriots’
inning got off to a very
sluggish start, with a
maiden in the first
over, followed by just
two in the second over.
However, Evin Lewis,
who starred in the pre-
vious encounter versus
the Barbados Tridents,

was removed through
a beautiful catch from
Dan Christian, who
took a running catch,
where he had to sprint
30 yards and put in a
last ditch dive to
secure the catch.

The experienced duo
of Chris Gayle and
Mohamed Haffeez
combined for a sold
partnership to help
steady the innings.
The partnership was
highlighted by two
exquisite cover drives
from Haffeez off the
bowling of Ronsford
Beaton.

Haffeez played one
cover drive too many
and edged one to the
wicket keeper Dinesh
Ramdin off Kevon
Cooper.

However, it was the
innings of Gayle who
held the team together
as he bat through the
entire 20 overs while
his runs uncharacteris-
tically fell below the
balls he faced.  Gayle
went on to score
a patient 54 not out off
51 balls in a total of
149 for 7, as he led
from the front and
barely cracked a smile
in the duration of the
innings.

In response, Gayle
needed a good start
from his team in the
field and such is what
he got when Sunil
Narine was run out
without facing a ball,
then they lost William

SKN Patriot Storm into CPL Final

Continued on page 14



Perkins and Colin
Munro shortly after

and were struggling at
6-3.

A partnership between
Darren Bravo and

Ramdin look set to
claw the Trinbago
team back into the
encounter.  However,
when Ramdin was dis-
missed softly for 19,
hopes for the Knight
Riders were then
dashed.

They soon after lost
Bravo to a comical run
out, ending any hope
of a come back.

The Knight Riders
were subsequently
bowled out for 111,
handing the Patriots a
38-run victory and a
spot in the CPL final.
The Knight Riders will
have another crack at
the finals facing off
against the Guyana
Amazon Warriors,
who defeated the
Jamaica Tallahwahs in
the other qualifier.

The finals of the CPL
is slated for Sept. 10 at
the Brian Lara Cricket
Academy in Trinidad
and Tobago.

Speaking to members

of the media here in St.
Kitts, CEO of CPL
Damien O’Donohoe
noted his pleasure of
the improvement of
the St. Kitts and Nevis
Patriots franchise.

“They have kind of
been the whipping
boys in previous
years,” he said.  “To
see them turn around
and now they are
going to make the
playoffs is really huge
for a small island like
St. Kitts to be compet-
ing with the big bad
boys.  Now they have
come back, made
some big signings –
none bigger than Chris
(Gayle), who has led
the show and I think
he is really out to
prove something this
year.  They have
turned it around with a
couple smart choices
and big transfers.  I
think St. Lucia could
absolutely do the
same, but they need to
go back to the drawing
board and just work

out what their plan is.”

After the game, Gayle
remembered the fans
in the Leeward Islands
facing the effects of
the hurricane. “Back-
to-back finals for me,”
he said. “First time for
Patriots. It was a good
game, even though it
was a slower wicket.
Wanted to reach 150 to
give our teams a
chance. Our spinners
came into the play and
happy to represent our
fans in the Leeward
Islands, and give our
fans something to
cheer about with the
hurricane. We needed
composure to come
out on top. When I
decided to go for the
big shots, we were los-
ing wickets, so I had to
hold back. A slow
wicket, so a slow
innings from me. Just
excited to be in the
final, to be honest. To
take a team from noth-
ing to the final is
great.”

C M Y K

Page 14 The St. Kitts-Nevis Observer. Friday September 8, 2017 LOCAL  NEWS

SKN Patriot Storm into CPL FinalFrom  page 13



C M Y K

Page 15The St. Kitts-Nevis Observer. Friday September 8, 2017LOCAL  NEWS

Visual & Lighting System Ltd
seeking one Electrician.

For more details please contact
668-2018/762-2145 

VACANCY 
One (1) Cook

For more information Call:
664-5623

Tastee Jamaican Bakery is seeking
1 Day Pastry Chef and 1 OverNight
Pastry Chef Contact 869-660-6196

CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS
REAL ESTATE  REAL ESTATE  EMPLOYMENT  EMPLOYMENT

Land for Sale at Nelson Spring
Clifton Estate.  For more details
please contact 469-0191/662-

8504 or 762-8504 

Apartment for Rent.  2 bedroom
1 1/2 bathrooms + study area
located near Charlestown

Call:664-5232

Captains Hideaway is seeking
one female with cooking and

bartender experience.
Contact 668-9922

Elec Tech Services 
Need one Electrician / Helper 

661-2206

Night Manager needed at
Mount Nevis Hotel for
more info call 469-9373

VJ’s Snackette - Need One
Construction Worker

665-4281

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
SPACE AVAILABLE

Give Us A Call @ 469*5907

Using your phone while driving is
dangerous... Don’t take a

chance on someone else’s life,
Drive with some concern.

The St. Kitts-Nevis Observer. Friday September 8, 2017
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Nearly EC$250,000 paid out for Culturama 43 awards

Participants Graduate from 2017 Traditional
Musical Workshop

Traditional Musical Workshop participants
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Using your phone while driving is dangerous...
Don’t take a chance on someone else’s life.
Drive with others in Mind Drive Safely!

Hurricane Irma Threatens Leeward Islands
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Ross University School
of Veterinary

Medicine Supports
Police Summer Camp

Approximately 200 local children and
teenagers participated in the summer camp
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TDC Continues to Invest in Educational
Advancement at the University Level through the

M. L. King Scholarship Grant

TDC M L King Scholarship recipients pose for a photo after the presentation ceremony
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Aviation Pioneers of the Northeastern Caribbean  Part Two Jose Dormoy
From page 7
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High Command Mum on
Charging Fellow Officer

From page 15



C M Y K

LOCAL  NEWSThe St. Kitts-Nevis Observer. Friday September 8, 2017Page 22

From page 6

UK’s Pension Discrimination

Backpacks donated to students in St. John’s and St. Paul’s

Ministry of Health Investigating Unauthorised Vaccine Trials in SKN
From page 2

Mixed Results for CXC Examinations

From page 9

From page 10
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Captains Hideaway is seeking
one female with cooking and

bartender experience.
Contact 668-9922

Visual & Lighting System Ltd
seeking one Electrician.

For more details please contact
668-2018/762-2145 

VACANCY 
One (1) Cook

For more information Call:
664-5623

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
SPACE AVAILABLE

Give Us A Call @ 469*5907

Using your phone while driving is dangerous...
Don’t take a chance on someone else’s life,

Drive with some concern.

CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS  
REAL ESTATE  REAL ESTATE  EMPLOYMENT  EMPLOYMENT  REAL ESTATE  REAL ESTATE  EMPLOYMENT  EMPLOYMENT

Elec Tech Services 
Need one Electrician / Helper 

661-2206

VJ’s Snackette - Need One
Construction Worker

665-4281

Night Manager needed at
Mount Nevis Hotel for
more info call 469-9373

Land for Sale at Nelson Spring
Clifton Estate.  For more details
please contact 469-0191/662-

8504 or 762-8504 

International News Wrap
From page 11
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