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By Loshaun Dixon

Basseterre, St. Kitts –
As the federation of St.
Kitts and Nevis cele-
brated all of its nation-
al heroes last Saturday,
the only one surviving
from the quintet and
the first prime minister
of the federation, the
Right Honorable Dr.
Sir Kennedy Alphonse
Simmonds, delivered
an inspired message to
the youth of the feder-
ation, when he
explained how he
grew from poor, hun-
gry and afraid to a
national hero.

Simmonds spoke at
the National Heroes
Park, where the contri-
butions of all the fed-
eration’s national
heroes had been cele-
brated. He stated that
he was happy for the
opportunity to have a
conversation with the
youth of the nation. 

The former prime min-
ister told the audience
that the common
thread among all of the
national heroes was
the service they deliv-
ered to the people of
the federation. “It is
the people who make
national heroes,”
Simmonds said. “Not
one of the five of us
would be national
heroes without the
support and opportuni-
ty for service given to
us by the people.”

He also thanked the
government and the
people of St. Kitts and
Nevis for the signal
honour bestowed on
him while he is still
alive. “I thank God for
life every moment of
the day,” he said.

Dr. Simmonds noted
that doing well in
school and becoming a
medical doctor and
helping people recover
from illness would not
have beeen enough to
see him being named a
national hero.  

“Even though I
worked and studied at
one of the best hospi-
tals in the United

States, Allegheny
General Hospital, and
became a member of
the Heart Transplant
Team under the leader-
ship of renowned heart
surgeon Dr. George
Magovern, that would
not make it happen,”
he said, adding that
doing well in school
and helping others can
vault you toward being
considered a “hero.”

“When you achieve
success remember to
build a better life for
your parents and
guardians who sacri-
ficed much and
deprived themselves
so that you can make
it,” he said. “Learning
in school, striving to
be the best you can be,
is the foundation on
which you can build
the rest of your life.”

He then gave some
advice as to how one
can achieve their goals
starting with success
in school.

“One, every day, pay
careful attention to the
teacher in class, and
try to understand what
you are being taught,”
he suggested. “If you
do not understand, say
so. Two, assuming that
you are going straight

home from school,
when you get there do
not open a school book
at that time. Go out-
side and play. Go jog-
ging, practice football,
cricket, basketball or
netball, or tennis. This
applies to boys and
girls. Devote 1-  1½
hours to exercise. This
is not book advice, this
is how I lived every
school day. You can do
it too. The habit of
exercise is essential
for your health now
and for the rest of your
life. Three, later that
evening, every day
without fail, go over
what you learnt that
day. It might be easy
and straightforward,
but if you have to,
wrestle with it like a
dog with a bone, and
don’t give up until you
know and understand
what you were taught
that day. Four, in addi-
tion be sure to com-
plete any homework
assignment before you
go to bed.”

He added that it was
important to get priori-
ties in order: “You
notice something?” he
asked the crowd. “No
time for Xbox or TV
yet... You have to get
your priorities in
order. I know you are

going to tell me that
things have changed
from my time. That’s
true. We didn’t have
Xbox, or iPad  or TV;
some of us didn’t even
have radio. Yes, things
have changed. You,
the young people of
today, face greater
challenges and distrac-
tions than we ever
faced.” 

Dr Simonds also
implored the youth to
not react or respond to
peer pressure that
drags them into the
morass of crime and
violence.

“But to yourselves cre-
ate peer pressure, a
peer pressure that has

respect for God and
your peers, a peer
pressure that works to
ensure that “Our Land
of Beauty,… where
peace abounds, returns
to and remains in that
beautiful and peaceful
state.”

He then hailed those
who have being fol-
lowing a positive path
especially through
education.

“The good news is that
it is happening slowly,
but surely,” he said. “I
felt privileged when I
was introduced to
some young students
who had made a robot
and earned recognition
in an international

competition for their
work. Made a
robot…in St.Kitts?
That is the kind of peer
pressure we need.”

The natioanl hero then
challenged young peo-
ple to delve deeply
into the world of sci-
ence and technology,
finance, languages and
trades.

“Some people like to
spread the falsehood
that if you good at
working with your
hands, you don’t need
much book learning,”
he warned. “For them
to be a mechanic, you
just have to put on
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By Monique Washington

Fewer than two
months after having a
complete renovation,
the pier at the Oualie
Resort has once again
been destroyed.

Both Category 5 hurri-
canes Irma and Maria,
though not directly hit-
ting the federation,
caused damages to
homes, roads and
resorts on Nevis.

On Thursday, Sept. 21,
the Observer visited a
number of hotels and
resorts on Nevis. The
Four Seasons, which
was closed because of
Hurricane Omar in
2008, received no
visual damage except
for on the grounds.
Oualie Beach Resort,
on the other hand,
received major dam-
age to its pier and
coastline. Upon the

Observer’s visit to the
resort, a reporter noted
that the end of the pier
was submerged in
water, while a number
of boards are missing.
The beach front has
been covered with sea-
weed as well as other
debris.

In July, the resort had
successfully complet-
ed negotiations with
its insurance company
to have the pier, which

had been damaged by
storm waves in late
October 2016, reno-
vated. At the time,
Managing Director of
Oualie Beach Resort
John Yearwood said he
was pleased with the
dialogue between the
resort and TDC insur-
ance.

“TDC has assured me
that the funds for the
dock repairs shall soon
be made available,”

Yearwood said. He
told the Observer then
that though the pier
was damaged, it was
made serviceable and
the resort began nego-
tiations with the insur-
ance company shortly
afterward. He noted
that no changes to the
pier would occur dur-
ing the renovations,
which were completed
in July 2017.  

The Oualie Pier also
functions as a water
taxi hub, where a num-
ber of water taxi oper-

ators transport passen-
gers from Nevis to St.
Kitts via speed boat.
The Observer noted
Thursday while at the
resort that one water
taxi operator had to
load his passengers,
who were headed to
St. Kitts, into a dingy
boat to take them out
to sea to the awaiting
water taxi.

The Observer was
unsuccessful in getting
a comment from the
managing director at
the resort Yearwood.
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In the aftermath of hurricanes and other disasters, people will
always give stuff.  It is the Christian thing to do. We witnessed
such giving mostly with the islands north of us, and especially
where our relatives are.  Perhaps it was too difficult for us to get
to Barbuda, but we kept them in our prayers still.

What persons do not seem to realize is that responses need co-
ordination.  There needs to be coordination of materials so that
everybody doesn’t send the same things. They have to be coordi-
nated so that there is not an oversupply, even of essential items.
And they have to be coordinated so that victims do not get what
we think they want, but rather what they need in order to survive. 

We have heard of offers of evacuation.  Evacuation is fine, but it
is better before an event rather than after – where were we to go
anyway as all of us were under threat.  But evacuation also has to
be coordinated, and preferably Government to Government when
sovereign borders are to be crossed, even if it is only nationals
who are evacuating.  What will evacuees do? Where will they go?
How will they be cared for? If they come, how will they get back?
Will they get back?  How will evacuees be screened?  These are
questions that must be considered in advance.  

Also, if I have made my home overseas in a country that was rav-
aged, and I leave at a time when my expertise is most needed for
national re-building, will I be viewed as a deserter, an opportunist,
one who has no real love for my adopted country?  This isn’t war,
this is a natural and national disaster; a flight response will, of
necessity be viewed differently.

We believe that the Unity Government did the right thing in mount-
ing fact finding missions to the various islands.  Who would have
thought that one of the needs that emerged was assistance in writ-
ing CXC Examinations?  What adjustments will be required by the
Examination Council to facilitate this?  Are the students to come
here now or later? Where will they stay? What arrangements will
be made for adult supervision of these minors?

There is a difference between disaster Management and disaster
Preparedness.   Everybody has a part to play in the former, espe-
cially in the area of prevention.  The latter requires co-ordination
at a level higher than individual responses.  In the aftermath of dis-
asters, it is time for the experts to take control.  This is a time for
preparedness, and national and international organisations, with
whatever perceived inadequacies, are best suited to handle this.
Let us all work through them to organize the logistics.

Please, no more knee jerk reactions to disasters!

Editorial 
In the aftermath of disaster

Publisher/Editor-in-Chief:  Kenneth Williams
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By Monique Washington

September 1998

In the aftermath of hurri-
cane George, Prime
M i n i s t e r
Denzil Douglas
announced that
the total cost of
damages to
homes, public
schools, com-
mercial proper-
ties and gov-
ernment build-
ing in St. Kitts
is well past
EC$1 billion.
Douglas made
the disclosure
Sept. 22, 1998,
in an address to
the nation. He
also declared
St. Kitts a dis-
aster area. The
estimate does
not include the
cost of dam-
ages in Nevis,
as Premier Vance Amory
had yet submitted his
report.

Also 

On Sept. 25 , 1998, the
Observer reported that
the Nevis Island
Administration will be
assisting victims of
Hurricane George.

“According to a release
from the Government
Information Service ear-
lier this week, the gov-

ernment, through its
Emergency Operation
Program, will assist these
[people].”  Other mea-
sures of relief have also
been put in place.

According to the
release, duty
free concession
on building
materials will be
provided for a
period of three
months and for
one month on
generators.

The administra-
tion is also in the
process of set-
ting up a fund
from which
materials could
be bought for
people who are
unable to pur-
chase the duty
free material. An
account has
already opened
at the branch St.

Kitts and Nevis National
Bank.

Flash Forward 

The premier of Nevis, the
Honourable Vance
Amory, speaking a day
after the storm Sept. 20
2017, noted that the dam-
ages on Nevis from
Category 5 Hurricane
Maria was greater than
what was suffered from
Hurricane Irma. 

“I think our greatest con-
cern right now is that it
will take us so much
longer to restore electric-
ity,” he said. “I have seen
poles [that] are down; I
have seen transformers
that have been knocked
over; I have seen poles
leaning with high tension

wires. We need to get
those up before we do
any of the reconnection
to get power to the differ-
ent areas. We have had
some damages to the
island – main road, espe-
cially the verges. In some
areas, the men are at
work already to get the
debris off of the roads
and to get the edges the
curves restored.”

He noted that the island’s
roads were badly dam-
aged in the Stoney
Groove area, the area
between Marion Heights,
and the round about by
the Delta Petroleum and
the Long Point Road.

“Looking at the
Charlestown port area,

clearly the storm surge
was very, very high and
has thrown up sand and
debris,” he said. “It will
take us a little awhile to
determine the extent of
the damage and loss of
coastline.” 
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By Loshaun Dixon

Basseterre, St. Kitts –
Some West Line com-
muters in St. Kitts face
the possibility of hav-
ing to pay double their
usual expenditure  to
get into Basseterre
because of an increase
in bus fares as Old
Road Bay is deemed
impassable after
Hurricane Maria dam-
aged the road.

According to a notice
from the National

E m e r g e n c y
Management Agency
(NEMA), the Old
Road Bay area has
been deemed unsafe
and impassable.
According to reports,
the sea water breaking
has undermined the
road from the Sprat
Net end to Constance
Mitcham’s home end.
NEMA also called for
caution from the pub-
lic in using that thor-
oughfare as boulders
were falling from the
hill side. 

The army and police
erected barricades to
prevent any usage of
the road from vehicu-
lar traffic. The closure
meant that any vehicu-
lar traffic on the west
of Sprat Net have to
travel to Basseterre via
Cayon on the eastern
side of the island. This
also prompted bus
operators to release a
statement announcing
a temporary increase
in bus bares for com-
muters traveling via
public transport from

areas west of Sprat
Net.

The statement,
released by the West
Line Bus Association
stated, “All buses will
travel to Old Road via
Cayon and all the

respective areas after
Old Road. In light of
this fact, bus fares for
the following destina-
tions will change with
immediate effect.”

It also gave fuel con-
sumption increases as
the rationale behind
the spike in prices in
fares. “Travel from

Old Road and other
villages to Basseterre
via Cayon completes
approximately 20
miles, thus making our
fuel consumption in
some instances about
three times more.”

The West Line Bus
Association also gave
an alternative to pas-
sengers unwilling to
pay the $6 fare, which
could wind up costing
them more.

“However, passengers
not willing to comply
with the fare from
these aforementioned

villages,will have an
option to disembark in
Dieppe Bay and pay
another bus the fare,
whether heading to
Basseterre or from
Basseterre.” 

However, in response
to the West Line Bus
Association’s state-
ment, the Ministry of
Transport noted that
the proposed increase
in fares was not done
via the proper proce-

dure. “While it has
read the rationale [in]
your release, it must be
brought to your atten-
tion that there is a
process by/through
which any increase in
Bus Fares has to be
recommended by the
Traffic Safety and

Confusion develops concerning bus
fares due to Old Road Bay closure

Continued on page 14
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By Kenan Dudley

Gingerland Secondary
School’s students have
been waiting to return to
school throughout
September, and their wait
hasn’t concluded yet. The
NIA announced that all
government-operated
schools on Nevis would
convene for a regular
school day on Thursday,
Sept. 21, with the excep-
tion of GSS, which only
accepts Fourth and Fifth
Form students. 

In the release announce-
ment, Permanent
Secretary in the Ministry
of Education Kevin
Barrett was unable to
announce a date in which
all students would return,
declaring that GSS will
be Fourth and Fifth form
only until further notice. 

This situation means that
students at the secondary
school have been waiting
since Sept. 4, when all
other government operat-
ed schools in the federa-
tion opened their doors,
to go attend classes.
Originally, this decision
was a safety concern, as
widespread construction
on the school made it
impossible for the full
slate of students to return
to school. Students had
been attending classes on
rotation, with some

forms attending in the
morning and the others in

the afternoon, caused by
the lack of space on
school grounds and a
lack of bathroom facili-
ties.

The reasoning behind
changing that rotation
policy to one that
excludes students in First
through Third Forms was
not explained in the
release, however the
Observer did visit the
school in the aftermath of
Hurricane Maria and
noted the school grounds
were not left untouched
by the storm.

Regardless, parents of
students who have been
left out of the school year
thus far are starting to
wonder what to do with
their children who have
been out of school for so
long. Being the only
school in the area not
fully able to open it’
doors inherently puts
some students at a disad-
vantage as they are not in
the classroom learning as
much as their peers. 

“Even though their foun-
dation would have come
from primary school
level, their minds would
be so far away from
schoolwork for so long it
will be hard to catch up,”
said a concerned parent
of a Gingerland

Secondary School stu-
dent in First form,

Monique Washington.

Washington’s concern’s
lie mainly in the lack of
information about the
school cancellation being
communicated by the
Department of
Education. She is well
aware of the difficulties
being placed in the con-
struction crews with the
passing of two major
storms, and appreciates
that builders are con-
cerned for children's
safety. In her eyes, there
are simply too many
questions left unan-
swered. 

“They’re going to be so
far behind when they get
back to school and I’m
just hoping that the
teachers don’t rush the
syllabus,” Washington
said. “I’m happy the con-
struction is going on to
give them a better work-
ing facility, but at the
same time I’m just hop-
ing and praying that it
works out to the students
benefits right now.” 

The Ministry of
Education must now fig-
ure out the best way to
assure the parents and
students that there is a
plan in place to keep
these students in compe-
tition with their peers
without overwhelming

them. Every day at home
for  the students is costly,

and it becomes harder for
teachers to catch students
up to the standardized
syllabus other schools

have been following for
the past three  weeks. 

“When you think about
Third Form, they’re

preparing to sit their
CXC exams,”
Washington said. “These
are their final exams in

high school, which are
crucial. You need them to
get enough in order to sit
those CXC exams. So,

I’m just hoping it’s over
with fast and the children
can get back into
school.”

GSS still awaits full re-opening



By Monique Washington

An exciting night has been
promised by the chairman of the St.
Thomas Parish Festival for its
Calypso show, Crefton “King
Meeko” Warner.

The show is a part of the festival’s
week of activities that began last
week. The Calypso show will be
held Saturday, Sept. 23, at the St.
Thomas’ Primary School grounds
under the theme “Rock and come
enn for STT Fest.”

The festival was successfully
revived last year through the efforts
of Janet Meloney and her staff at
the Community Development
Department.

King Meeko told the Observer
Thursday that this year the Calypso
show will have two categories:
juniors and seniors. “This year, we
have 10 senior Calypsoians and
five junior Calysonians,” he said.

Taking the stage Saturday in the
seniors will be Daddy Nature, Rako
B, Wingy, Westside, All out, Young

J, Lady Hammon, Enforcer,
Lusman and another woman per-
former. In the junior’s category will
be reigning king Sookie, Mighty J,
Invincible, Lil leany and Prince
Akedo. Special guest artists will
include reigning Culturama
Calypso Monarch King
Hollywood, Culturama Soca power
and groovy winner Delly Ranks
Steel Pan and others.

Meeko said that the juniors will
perform first and then be judged,
followed by the performance by the

senior competitors.

Meeko explained the reasons why
people should come out to watch
the show. “It will be an exciting
show,” he said. “This will be the
first time we are having two shows
in one night. I think this show will
help people to calm their nerves
after the storms. It is also a good
way to help people socialize.”

He said that the show will be very
competitive and “everyone will
want to be a part of” it.

C M Y K
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By Kenan Dudley

Nations turn to reflec-
tion again after surviv-
ing the battering of
Hurricane Maria. This,
coupled with the dev-
astation of Irma two
weeks ago, has lead
ministers and citizens
from nations near and
far to reflect on the
causes of these storms
capable of so much
destruction. Most
explanations lead back
to one source: an ever
warming climate. 

Hurricanes are
formed over warm
waters as water vapor

is evaporated from a
warm ocean surface.
This vapor warms the
surrounding air as it
condenses to form
clouds and rain and
when the heat increas-
es, low pressure builds
with it, steamrolling
until the pressure is so
low the winds around
it are encompassed in
its grips, spiraling
around while picking
up even more warm
water vapor and
expanding until it
finds land. 

Warmer waters
bring with them larger

storms and that has
been the case in the
Caribbean during the
2017 Hurricane sea-
son. The Honorable
Mark Brantley, deputy
premier of Nevis,
spoke of this as Maria
encroached on St.
Kitts and Nevis’ 34th
celebration of inde-
pendence. 

Our anniversary of
independence finds us
facing the existential
threat posed by cli-
mate change,”
Brantley said in a
statement made on
Facebook. “The dev-

astation we have thus
far witnessed in neigh-
boring islands caused
by a mere few hours of
wind and rain speaks
eloquently to the ever
present risks to the
s o c i o - e c o n o m i c
advancements we have
made as a nation. We
must learn from this
tumultuous period that
man cannot continue
to abuse nature and
remain unscathed.” 

The federation has
been exploring alter-
nate sources of power,
as it currently heavily
relies on fossil fuels.
These explorations
involved  installing
wind farms that har-

ness 1.6 megawatts of
energy in 2009 and
now examining the
possibility of utilizing
the geothermal
resources available on
Nevis. Brantley
expressed the multilat-
eral approach it would
take in order to reduce
the effects of climate
change, and also
voiced his concern that
St. Kitts and Nevis, as
well as all other
Caribbean natives,
must “sound our voic-
es” around the world
so everyone can do
their part. 

Brantley’s concerns
echo those of every
nation that has faced

the eye of these hurri-
canes. Antigua and
Barbuda Prime
Minister Gaston
Browne’s address to
the world after
Barbuda was declared
barely habitable due to
Hurricane Irma’s pass-
ing urged everyone lis-
tening to believe in cli-
mate change and take
action against it. 

“We’re living the con-
sequences of climate
change,” Browne said
on CNN. “These
storms are more fero-
cious, they are coming
in greater frequency.
Those who do not
believe in climate
change, we’re hoping
that when they would
have looked at these
natural disasters
they’ll change their

C M Y K
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ST JOHN’S, Antigua,
Thursday September 21,
2017 – Unable to hold
back tears, Dominica’s
Prime Minister
Roosevelt Skerrit today
spoke directly to the pub-
lic for the first time since
Hurricane Maria left his
island in shambles.

And he says the Eastern
Caribbean island that got
a direct hit from the
Category 5 hurricane on
Monday night needs help
now more than ever.

An emotional Skerrit this
afternoon appeared on
ABS TV in Antigua,
where he arrived by heli-
copter after two days of
surveying the damage
done in his island which
is home to 72,000 people.

He said the entire country
had been impacted by the
hurricane which brought
160 mile-per-hour winds
and heavy rains.

“Every part of the coun-

try….everywhere in
Dominica has received a
serious beating , every
part. If it was not by the
wind, it was by river
coming into your homes
and siltation submerging
your homes,” he said as
he wiped away tears. “It
is a miracle that there
were not hundreds of
deaths.”

The death toll is now at
least 15, but many others
are missing, Skerrit said.

The Prime Minister, who
also lost his roof during
the storm, became teary
as he talked about the
most immediate needs –
tarpaulins, water, and
food supplies.

“Every village I’ve been

to, they are in need of
water and more water
and baby supplies,” he
said.

Communication systems
are still down, but there
is currently limited cell
phone service. The hos-
pital lost its roof and
Skerrit said the dialysis
machines there are down,
the Intensive Care
Unit was
destroyed, and
there is a need for
assistance airlift-
ing patients to
Martinique.

“One patient who
has to receive dial-
ysis everyday
walked over 21
miles and I met
him at the hospi-
t a l … A n o t h e r
patient, if he does-
n’t get airlifted, he
will expire,” he
said.

Skerrit acknowl-
edged that it would be a
long and difficult road to
recovery. But he said he
believes Dominicans can
pull through.

“I am confident that if we
remain united as a people

we can bounce back. It
will take us some time,
but as for myself, I am
completely committed to
the country in doing what
I can to assist in raising
the necessary finances
and making contacts,” he
said.

The Prime Minister will
use a trip to the United

Nations General
Assembly in New York
to seek help for his coun-
try.

He said while he had no
previous intentions of
going, he has had a

change of heart, and will
go on Friday to “speak to
the international commu-
nity, to have meetings
with UN Secretary
General, to outline
Dominica’s situation”.

“Unfortunately, we had
to wait for Irma and
Maria to let the world
understand what we’ve
been saying to them for a
long time – that we are
very vulnerable. We are
exposed to the ravages of
climate change. We need
access to resources to

build more resilient soci-
eties and countries. We
have been playing our
part but the extent of the
resources required to put
in the mitigation systems
is beyond us,” he said.
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Diamonds International LTD St.Kitts  has vacancy for the fol-

lowing positions 

(2)Diamond Graders  : Applicant should have previous working

experience in this field and certification in Diamond grading/

gem identification, remuneration for this position will be dis-

closed upon interview.

Apply gemological standards in all aspects of diamond grading

of both rounds and fancy shapes including clarity, color etc. to

meet international standards 

Adhere to all diamond division and company workplace policies

and procedures and ensure that all safety measures and guide-

lines are followed throughout the gemological lab.

Update gemstones attribute records in the gemstones systems

for all serialized diamonds accurately and expeditiously ensur-

ing the integrity of diamond information is maintained 

A full job description would be given upon interview. All certifi-

cates and or experience letters should be submitted.

All interested applicants should forward applications to ATT:

Nicole at email ntrim@shopdi.com or take a copy to our store

at Port Zante.

Dominica Prime Minister Moved to Tears as
he Tells of His Hurricane-Hit Island’s Plight 

REGIONAL NEWS



position.”

These storms have cre-
ated climate change
refugees across
Barbuda, St. Martin,
the BVI, Dominica,
Puerto Rico, and other
Caribbean islands. The

intensity of these
storms is such that
many in the area have
no homes to return to,
and to rebuild their
homes as-is will risk
another heartbreak.
Tadzio Bervoet, citi-
zen of Dutch St.

Maarten wrote about
this new status while
waiting in line for “hot
bottled water” in the
aftermath of Irma. 

“We are trying to
adjust to the new nor-
mal: to our status as
Caribbean climate
change refugees,”

Bervoet said in a letter
to the editor of The
Daily Herald. “This
will be the increasing
reality of our situation
here in the Caribbean.
This paradise of fun
and merriment, of
frozen beverages and
beautiful beaches, will

increasingly be faced
with disasters brought
upon us by a warming
climate.”

As we continue to cel-
ebrate being alive, we
must also remember
how fragile our lives
are. In preparation for
any hurricane, you

will often hear the pre-
vailing sentiment to be
“pray for the best and
prepare for the worst.”
Although the storm
has now passed, citi-
zens of the federation
should not abandon
that mantra. 
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Leaders and citizens alike
realize the power of a warmer
climate
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There has been mas-
sive flooding in Puerto
Rico, 

SAN JUAN, Puerto
Rico, Thursday
September 21, 2017 –
Puerto Ricans could
be in darkness for
another six months
after Hurricane Maria
yesterday practically
destroyed the island’s
electricity system.

The blow from the
hurricane on the US
Virgin Islands (USVI)

has also triggered a
24-hour curfew in the
US Virgin Islands.

When Maria moved
ashore Puerto Rico
last night as the most
powerful storm to hit
the US territory in
almost a century, it
knocked out the entire
island’s power, plung-
ing its 3.4 million resi-
dents into darkness.
And CEO of Puerto
Rico Electric Power
Authority, Ricardo
Ramos, told CNN that

it could take four to six
months for electricity
to be restored.

“The system has been
basically destroyed,”
he said.

Hurricane Maria top-
pled trees, shattered
windows, and ripped
roofs and doors off
homes. It also caused
massive flooding on
highways and in com-
munities.
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The St. Kitts Nevis 

Observer/Nevis Printing seeks  an 

experience pressman with over 

10 years experience.

Send 

application to

thesknobserver@yahoo.com or editori

nchief@thestkittsnevisobserver.com

NOTICE - James & Rita Griffin

Brother &  Sister of the Late Katherine Griffin Sutton better known

as Georgina

Their mother the late Agnes Griffin. Could you please contact

Alton Sutton on 661-5686 or 469 3022

Hurricane Maria Knocks Out Power in Puerto Rico
– Possibly for Six Months; USVI Under Curfew 

REGIONAL NEWS
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BRADES, Montserrat, Wednesday
September 20, 2017 – It was not
among the worst affected, but
Montserrat did not go untouched by
Category 5 Hurricane Maria.

Electricity is off across the 39-
square-mile island, and most of the
road network has been affected by
downed trees and power lines as well
as other loose debris, especially in the
north, the island’s National Disaster
Preparedness Response Advisory
Committee (NDPRAC) has reported.

It said some areas are still “impass-
able and dangerous”.

As a result, only a “partial all clear”
has been issued for the British over-
seas territory which is located about
27 miles southwest of Antigua and
about 30 miles northwest of
Guadeloupe.

That means only essential services
are allowed on the roads to ensure
works are carried expeditiously to
clear all the streets and restore essen-
tial services island wide.

Emergency service crews are carry-
ing out assessments to ensure that all
roads are safe and vital services are
restored.

Governor Elizabeth Carriere and

Deputy Governor Lyndell Simpson
have announced that all Government
offices will remain closed until fur-
ther notice, with the exception of
essential services.

“However, senior officials in each
department will ask staff to report to
work according to the specific needs
of their departments,” the NDPRAC
said.

All private and public schools will
remain closed for the rest of the
week.

Hurricane Maria Makes Impact on Tiny Montserrat 
REGIONAL NEWS



Public Service Drivers
Board (TSPSDB) and
ratified by the
Cabinet,” the state-
ment read.

The department also
gave assurances that
work on the road will
begin as soon as possi-
ble to make it accessi-
ble once again to
vehicular traffic.

“For your guidance,
the engineers from the
Public Works
Department (PWD)
have already assessed
the damage to Old
Road Bay and have
given the assurance
that rehabilitation
works will begin as
soon as the rough seas
subside,” the state-
ment read. “It is also
anticipated that said

works will be complet-
ed within one day in
order to make this
road-artery accessible
to vehicular and other
traffic.” 

It also reject any move
for the temporary
increase in bus fares
that had been pro-
posed.

“In the circumstances,
the ministry cannot
therefore approve this
u n i l a t e r a l
action/approach as
stipulated by your
association and for
that reason do hereby
crave your understand-
ing at this time when
the people of St Kitts-
Nevis are suffering
mentally, physically,
financially and other-
wise, following the
passage of Hurricane
Maria. The ministry

will, however, avail
itself of the earliest
opportunity to further
discuss this matter
with you during the
course of today.”

The Observer con-
firmed reports that
both parties had been
meeting on Thursday
to try to find an amica-
ble solution on the
matter. Up until press
time, the outcome of
the meeting is
unknown.

Hurricane Maria also
made an impact on the
Bay Road as large
swells from the sea
battered that thorough-
fare, depositing sand
and seaweed in the
middle of the road.
That road was
reopened by
Wednesday afternoon.
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From page 6

Confusion develops con-
cerning bus fares due to
Old Road Bay closure

Tastee Jamaican Bakery is seeking
1 Day Pastry Chef and 1 OverNight
Pastry Chef Contact 869-660-6196

LIQUOR LICENCES 
ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘C’
To the Superintendent of Police

I, George Hicks
Now Residing in Newcastle Village
Street in the Village of Newcastle do
hereby give you notice.
That it is my intention to apply on 
25th Day of August 2017 next to the
District Magistrate at Charlestown for
a Liquor Licence in respect of my
premises Nisbett Settlement Street, in
St. James Parish, Nevis
Dated this 25th day of May 2017

Signed:   George Hicks.

CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS
REAL ESTATE  REAL ESTATE  EMPLOYMENT  EMPLOYMENT  REAL

Using your phone while driving is
dangerous... Don’t take a

chance on someone else’s life,
Drive with some concern.

Advisory from The St. Kitts-Nevis
Observer...

BEWARE THE SCAMMERS!
Beware of correspondence which purports to

make you rich overnight. DO NOT give out ANY 

Information concerning your credit
card, bank account, phone number

or even your address.



some dirty overalls
and tamper, and you
may eventually have a
workplace [that]
becomes a graveyard
for vehicles. 

“The mechanic who
has a sound basic edu-
cation and learns the
science of his craft and
continues to update his
knowledge is the one
who will sell cars,
repair cars successful-
ly, sell parts and
employ others. The
mason who is just sat-
isfied to run blocks
and use his trowel
expertly may be
employed by the one
who learns to read
plans, build a house or
even become an archi-
tect and design not just
a house, but a whole
community. In this day
and age, any field you
choose to enter will
require you to have a
good basic education
and a desire to contin-
ue to learn more about
your chosen field. To
make it in this comput-
erized and rapidly
changing world, you
must love to learn, for
the need for knowl-
edge never ends.”

The former prime min-
ister then reminded
students that education
can be an eqaulzer
with both the rich and
the poor having access
to it.

“The poor man’s child
or the rich man’s child
can rise to the top of

the class,” he said. He
then gave insight into
how he grew up.

“I was born and raised
in Rosemary Lane; it
was a dirt road and we
used to play cricket
and football in the
street,” he said. “We
never lacked for balls
because we had a
breadfruit tree. We
played barefooted; I
used to sleep on the
floor on lodgings for
years until I graduated
to sleep on the bed
with my grandmoth-
er.”

He also spoke of the
times he had to bare
the brunt of hunger
during his school days.
“I wonder if any of
you know what it is to
be really hungry?
Perhaps not, not with
our school feeding
program in place. I am
not talking about the ‘I
had breakfast and as
lunchtime is approach-
ing I  begin to feel a
little hungry kind of
hungry.’ I mean the ‘I
have not had enough
to eat for the whole
day and the piece of
bread and the bush tea
I had tonight ain’t pick
me teeth’ kind of hun-
gry.”

He then spoke of some
of his biggest fears he
had to contend with
while growing up.

“I was 6-7 years old
and I used to fraid
darkness and cock-
roach and spider,” he
said. “We used to call
them donkey spiders.

Our house was up on
‘nogs’ with a cellar
underneath. There was
a back stairs to the
house with a little
landing at the top. I
was living with my
aunt and grandmother.
This particular night I
was hungry, and there
would be no more
bread in the house
until Mrs. Hawley’s
shop open in the morn-
ing. I was so hungr,y I
started to cry, and I
told my aunt ‘I hun-
gry.’  She said to me
‘all I have in the house
is some rice and butter,
but I not going back
downstairs. I will cook
some rice with the but-
ter for you, but you
have to go downstairs
and bring up the coal
pot, the coals and the
pot.’ Hunger was
greater than fear, so I
took the hurricane
lamp and went down
under the steps. The
roaches and the spi-
ders started to run all
over the place, and I
had to make two
trips.”

Dr. Simmonds then
implored the youth of
the federation to learn
from his story and
reach heights similar
to what he has
achieved in the future.
“From being poor,
hungry and afraid, I
am here today before
you – a living national
hero,” he said. “The
simple lesson is this: If
from that, I can reach
where I am today, so
can you and you and
you. Learn and serve!”
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Dr. Simmonds urges youth to learn
from his story
From page 2

AD SPACE FOR RENT...
GIVE US A CALL TODAY.

Tel: 469-5907
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SKN Breaths Sigh of
Relief After Passing of

Irma and Jose
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$53M in Damages Following Irma

Prime Minister Harris out during clean-up and recovery works

Using your phone while driving is dangerous...
Don’t take a chance on someone else’s life.
Drive with others in Mind Drive Safely!
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Brother, Sister Ready for Trial; Girlfriend Says No

TDC M L King Scholarship recipients pose for a photo after the presentation ceremony

Left: Watisha Brown, right; Dwayne ‘Fireman’ Freeman

Continued on page 22
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Patriots Suffer Heartbreak in
Nail-Biting Loss at CPL Finals
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International
News Wrap

Continued on page 22
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Brother, Sister Ready for Trial; Girlfriend Says No

Students at Gingerland Secondary School to be Placed on Rotation

Minister of Education to Address Below-Par CSEC Pass Rate
From page 8

NEVLEC Unveils Long-Awaited New Generator
From page 12

International News WrapFrom page 21

From page 19



C M Y K

The St. Kitts-Nevis Observer. Friday September 22nd, 2017 Page 23

Visual & Lighting System Ltd
seeking one Electrician.

For more details please contact
668-2018/762-2145 

VACANCY 
One (1) Cook

For more information Call:
664-5623

CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS
REAL ESTATE  REAL ESTATE  EMPLOYMENT  EMPLOYMENT  REAL

Geothermal Project ‘to begin,’ but
Powell says it’s all Smoke and Mirrors
From page 11

Captains Hideaway is seeking
one female with cooking and

bartender experience.
Contact 668-9922

Tastee Jamaican Bakery is seeking
1 Day Pastry Chef and 1 OverNight
Pastry Chef Contact 869-660-6196

VJ’s Snackette - Need One
Construction Worker

665-4281

Night Manager needed at
Mount Nevis Hotel for
more info call 469-9373

LIQUOR LICENCES 
ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘C’
To the Superintendent of Police

I, George Hicks
Now Residing in Newcastle Village
Street in the Village of Newcastle do
hereby give you notice.
That it is my intention to apply on 
25th Day of August 2017 next to the
District Magistrate at Charlestown for
a Liquor Licence in respect of my
premises Nisbett Settlement Street, in
St. James Parish, Nevis
Dated this 25th day of May 2017

Signed:   George Hicks.
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