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New Premier of Nevis Extends Hand 
of Friendship to Opposition

By Monique Washington 

The hand of friend-
ship is what Nevis’ 
new Premier Hon 
Mark Brantley has ex-
tended to the leader of 
the Nevis Reformation 
Party Hon Joseph Parry  
in an attempt to move 
Nevis forward.

On Sunday (December 
24) during his inau-
guration address at 
Elquemedo T. Willet 
Park in Charlestown 
Premier Brantley said 
that “as your Premier, 
it is for me to set the 
tone for our island go-
ing forward. In so do-
ing, I extend the hand 
of friendship to the 
Honorable Joseph 
Parry and the Nevis 
Reformation Party 
(NRP) and welcome 
them to join hands with 
our team to move Nevis 
forward.”

“The CCM is a great 
party with a stellar re-
cord of achievements 
for the people of Nevis 
but we would be foolish 
to believe that we have 
a monopoly on ideas. 
Let us not forget that 
whilst we won the elec-
tion, thousands of our 
fellow voters voted for 
the NRP. We must reach 
out to those thousands 
and welcome them to 
the tent of governance 
now for Nevis.”

He reminded the audi-
ence that there is no blue 
island or a green island 
but rather  “we have 
only one beloved Nevis 
to which each and every 
one of us must dedicate 
our efforts individually 
and collectively if we 
are to succeed.”

A number of attempts to 
contact  Parry for a com-
ment but all attempts 
were unsuccessful.

During the inauguration 
the elected Ministers 
and appointed Junior 
ministers were given 

the portfolios of respon-
sibilities in the Nevis 
Island Assembly..

The inauguration fol-
lows the Dec. 18 
Nevis Island Assembly 
elections, where the 
Concerned Citizens 
Movement won four 
out of five seats against 
the opposition, the 
Nevis Reformation. 
The four elected min-
isters and two junior 
ministers took the Oath 
of Office, the Oath of 
Secrecy and the Oath of 
Allegiance. “We have 
been afforded the privi-
lege to so gather because 
you the people in free 
and fair elections con-
ducted on December 18, 
2017 voted overwhelm-
ingly for the candi-
dates of the Concerned 
Citizens Movement 
(CCM) Party which I 
am privileged to lead,” 
Brantley said.

The new Premier of 
Nevis  will be taking on 
12 ministries four more 
than the former Premier 
Vance Amory  follow-
ing the December 18th 
Nevis Island Assembly 

Elections. 

Prior to the last election 
Premier Vance Amory 
held responsibility for 
Finance, Statistics, 
Economic Planning, 
Education, Human 
Resources, Trade, 
Industry and Consumer 
Affairs, while his dep-
uty at the time Mark 
Brantley held respon-
sibility for Tourism, 
Health, Gender, 
Social Affairs, Social 
Development, Youth, 
Sports, Community 
D e v e l o p m e n t 
and Culture 
Telecommunications, 
Information.

The Premier’s respon-
sibilities are that of 
Finance, Statistics, 
Economic Planning, 
Education, Library 
Services, Human 
Resources, Industry, 
Trade and Consumer 
Affairs, Health, Tourism 
and Information 
Technology, Public 
utilities and Energy, and 
Foreign investment.

Deputy Premier the 
Hon. Alexis Jeffers  

continues his respon-
sibilities as minister of 
Agriculture, Land and 
Housing, Cooperatives 
and Fisheries, Natural 
Resources and the ad-
dition of  Disaster 

Management.

Newcomer the Hon. 
Eric Evelyn has been 
given responsibili-
ties in Culture, Youth, 
Sports, Community 

D e v e l o p m e n t , 
Telecommunications 
and Information, while 
another newcomer the 
Hon. Spencer Brand 
has been given respon-
sibilities in Labour, 
Public Works, Physical 
Planning, Post and the 
Environment.

Junior Minister the 
Hon. Troy Liburd has 
been given  new respon-
sibilities in Education, 
Library Services and 
Technology com-
pared to his last post 
as minister responsible 
for  Communications, 
Works and Public 
Utilities, Posts, 
Physical Planning, 
Natural Resources and 
Environment with spe-
cial responsibility for 
Public Utilities, Public 
Works, Posts, Physical 
Planning, Flood, 
Water Control and 
Environment , 

Junior Minister the 
Hon. Hazel Brandy 
Williams has contin-
ues her responsibilities 
Gender Affairs with the 
addition of Health.
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We want more begs revellers 
following Jouvert jam

By Loshaun Dixon

A 10:00 am finish for 
the annual J’ouvert Jam 
–two hours before the 
normal ending- had rev-
ellers crying for more, 
even after partying all 
night and most of the 
morning.

It was a large street par-
ty as Jouvert kicked off 
at 4:00am Tuesday with 
thousands taking to the 
streets of Basseterre 
to party with the mas 
camps. Revellers par-
tied from midnight with 
their individual mas 
camps before taking to 
the streets and circling 
Basseterre until 10:00 
a.m.

The mass camp Xtreme, 
Mask Jumbies, Red 
Devils and the Jouvert 
Buccaneers added 
brought colour to the 
capital as all aimed to 
be name Jouvert troupe 
of the year.

Another feature 
for Jouvert is the first 
part of the judging for 
road march where the 
bands and solo artist 

aim to capture the title 
for most popular song 
on the road.

Small Axe Band’s 
“Drop de Puppy,”  Nu 
Vybes’ “Rock and Come 
In” and Grand Masters’ 
“Go Hard or Go Home” 
has emerged as the early 
contenders for the road 
marchtitle.  

When the jam was 
brought to a halt at 
10:00am though disap-
pointed the thousands 
of revellers and those 
responsible for the mu-
sic respected the author-
ity’s decision.

It was announced weeks 
prior however that the 
Jouvert would be cut off 
at 10:00a.m. due to the 
logistical difficulties it 
would create  for secu-
rity officials with five 
cruise ships docked in 
Basseterre.

Following the Jouvert 
there were many indi-
viduals who started to 
feel the effect of ‘jam-
ming’ and drinking 
for the length of time 
they had as they lay 

motionless in street. 
Independence Square 
was also used as an in-
formal sober area by 
many individuals who 
used the opportunity for 
some rest and to clear 
their heads before head-
ing home.

Another uniformed 
group that was notice-
ably present was the 
security forces who 
provided tight security 
through the Police and 
Defence Force to ensure 
a relatively calm and 
peaceful jam session.

The Police indicated the 
event was free of any 
major incidents. Despite 
the mess created by the 
Jouvert celebration the 
workers of the Ministry 
of Health had the streets 
cleaned and back to nor-
malcy by early Tuesday 
afternoon.

The next major street 
event for Carnival will 
be the Junior Parade 
Friday afternoon, while 
the the Grand Carnival 
Parade will take place 
New Years Day.
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Giving Thanks
For 2017, we have a lot to give God thanks for.

Imagine that we survived multiple hurricanes which destroyed neighbouring 
islands but spared us major catastrophe. Yet other parts of the world experi-
enced typhoons/cyclones, floods, earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, wildfires 
and such that have destroyed homes, lives and livelihoods.  Even as we pause 
to show solidarity with victims who suffered, we say thanks to the Almighty 
for sparing us.

We witnessed too many murders; including one women.  It is no comfort for 
anyone who lost loved ones and for a grieving country, but we are happy that 
the number of killings has declined. Still, it is sad that we had to comment 
on such violence.  We give thanks to the Police and Security forces for the 
removal of so many guns from the society, else there may have been more 
murders.  To those who gave tips, we also offer our thanks.

We witnessed stability in our economy and some degree of growth.  We say 
thanks to the Team Unity government for implementing policies that have 
yielded such positivity.  Of course, if you watch and listen to the behavior of 
the Opposition in Parliament, it would appear that nothing is happening at all. 
But thankfully, the electorate is seeing such behaviour for what it is, a made-
for-television side show, and are discerning things for themselves. We are no 
longer fooled by social-media bloggers and talk-show hosts with negative 
agenda. A learned people will, at some point, figure out things for themselves.  
Thank God for smartness.

We survived a bruising Christmas election in Nevis.  Enough has been said 
about this already; the voice of the people is the voice of God.  Therefore 
God has spoken into being the Government of the people. We trust govern-
ment may be truly be by and for the people.  We live in perpetual hope that 
unity will result in even greater strength, and we pray for the Government and 
Opposition, that God will continue to guide us all.

This is issue 1209 of this newspaper. That is to say that this is the 24th year 
of existence despite the many challenges  that we have experienced.  We say 
thanks to our readers and supporters for your loyalty and support; and pledge 
to continue to be your source of politically independent reporting.

For these past mercies and for all that He will do for us in 2018, we give 
thanks.

EDITORIAL

2017 ends with Nevis 
recording second 
largest homicide 

toll to date
By Monique Washington

The SKN Federation has the third 
highest murder rate in the Caribbean. 
And Nevis has an even more 

depressing reality being the deadliest 
part of the Federation. This year will 
end with Nevis recording its 

highest number of homicides in one 
year, doubling  that of last year.

Eight persons lost their lives this year 
due to gun violence. And more de-
pressing is the fact that only one person 
has  been charged with murder.

 Leon Gumbs who has been recorded 
as the first murder in the Federation on 
January 29. He was found at his home 
in Church Ground with his body bear-
ing gunshot wounds. 

Shariff Williams and Elvis Lawrence 
were gunned down in April in Cotton 
Ground. Randell Chapman who was 
gunned down in March in Cotton 
Ground and Morella Webbe who was 
gunned down in front of her home in 
Cotton Ground and succumbed to her 
injuries at the Alexandra hospital.

Sixth was Lydia Jacobs of Church 
Ground who was gunned down in 
June in front of her gate one evening. 
Alston “Mark” Phillips has been the 
only person who has been charged 
with murder this year. He is suspected 
of killing Jacobs. Phillips was charged 
June 8 with murder and two counts of 
attempted murder after being taken into 
police custody June 2.

Seventh was businessman Lincoln 

“Bongo” Liburd whose lifeless body 
was found in Zetlands Gingerland 
baring gunshot wound. Eighth was 
Japheth Brown who was gunned down 
in Gingerland earlier this month.

This year’s homicide toll has doubled 
that of 2016, matched that of 2015 and 
increased by three compared to 2014.  
The largest toll of 10 homicides was in 
2013 while 2012 had three homicides 
in Nevis. The Premier of Nevis Hon 
Mark Brantley during his inauguration 
address noted the importance of com-
bating crime 

“We must confront crime and criminal-
ity in high and low places. We must 
ensure that no one is above the law and 
that the rule of law and the indepen-
dence of the judiciary, are at all times 
respected,”.he said.

In addition he said that during the 
Concerned Citizens Movement Led- 
Nevis Island Administration five year 
tenure they  will seek  to build “ a lasting 
and close relationship with the church. 
There is no lasting development with-
out Christ and our churches must be 
asked to keep us in constant prayer and 
to place our island and her leadership 
before God without ceasing”.

“We promise a new Nevis where our 
families, our communities, our church-
es and our government can all sing the 
same hymn from the same pew and 
work collectively to build a better 
Nevis for all”.

Meanwhile, seven homicide cases on 
Nevis for 2017 are still being investi-
gated with no charges laid as yet.
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The Helping Hands Initiative 
gives back to the hospital

By Monique Washington  

The Alexandra Hospital on Nevis 
has been the recipient a considerable 
number of medical supplies donated 
by the nonprofit group The Helping 
Hands Initiative Nevis, Wednesday 
(December 27).

The group’s mandate is to assist sin-
gle parent families, the elderly and 
shut ins.  During a brief presentation  
ceremony at the Alexandra Hospital’s 
Administration Building the items 
which included lab supplies, needles, 
saline solution, hospital bed sheets, 
baby formula, ivy bags and other sup-
plies were handed over to Hospital 
Administrator Gary Pemberton as 
well as Supervisor of labs at the hos-
pital Clester Roberts.

President and founder of  the local 
Helping Hands Initiative Francine 
Anson said while speaking at the brief 
ceremony that the nonprofit group has 
been in Nevis for a year  and the items 
donated “are the first of many dona-
tions to the hospital.” 

The operation services 10-12 families 
full-time. The headquarters for the 
group is located at the former Bocane 
Ceramics Building on Main Road in 
Charlestown, and currently houses a 
prayer center, a thrift shop and a food 

bank.

 The donations were a partnership be-
tween Seed of Promise in Canada and 
The Helping Hands Initiative Nevis.

Pemberton thanked the group for it 
“timely” donation. “On behalf of the 
patients and staff at the Alexandra 
hospital, I will like to thank The 

Helping Hands Initiative Nevis for 
this timely donation to the hospital. 
These are supplies that will be used 
at the hospital specifically in the lab 
and other areas like maternity and 
there are some items that can be used 
by the professional in the theater as 
well,” he said.

In continuing he said that during the 
Christmas Season “there is no better 
time for The Helping Hands Initiative 
to be making a presentation to the 
hospital because Christmas is a time 
for giving and we are very apprecia-
tive for this kind gesture.”

“We hope this will be a long last-
ing relationship between the health 

institution and the helping hands,” 
Pemberton said.

Meanwhile along with assisting the 
needy the nonprofit group plans to 
add a financial service to expand the 
role of the Helping Hands Initiative 
within the community.  Currently, the 
initiative offers a Debt Reduction pro-
gram and an empowerment program. 

The debt reduction program is a more 
short term option, providing crisis as-
sistance when unforeseen bills pile up 
and food still needs to get on the ta-
ble, while the empowerment program 
seeks to allow members to understand 
how to save and manage money, all 
while not sacrificing short term needs.
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Hospital 
Receives New 

Information 
System

By Loshaun Dixon

Patients visiting the Joseph N 
France General Hospital and 
other health institutions in the 
Federation can now rely on 
Hospital Information System 
(HIS) for advancement in the 
delivery of service.

The system, which three years 
to complete,  and was partly 
funded by the Republic of 
China (Taiwan) was handed 
over to the hospital Wednesday 
in a brief ceremony. 

Resident Ambassador of 
the Republic of China 
(Taiwan), His Excellency 
George Gow-Wei Chiou 
handed over a symbolic key 

to Minister of Health Senator 
Wendy Phipps. The Taiwanese 
Ambassador stated that his 
government had invested up 
to $800,000 in the project that 
started in 2014.

He then highlighted the pur-
pose of the newly installed 
system. “The purpose of this 
is to establish digitalized med-
ical record storage in the JNF 
Hospital in St. Kitts and the 
Alexandra Hospital in Nevis.” 

The Taiwanese Ambassador 
explained that the system 
will assist in the delivery of 
health care in the Federation. 
“Patients who visit the … hos-
pitals will receive personal-
ized health ID cards combined 

with the appropriate software 
for medical information and 
the doctors’ notes from the 
surgery or consultation can be 
easily edited.”

Phipps noted that the cer-
emony was the coronation 
of several years of effort as a 
hospital information system 
is an ongoing and evolving 
piece of equipment.  

“It is a system not only in-
tended to protect patients data 
but to have data in real time 
and to allow doctors   off site 
to view medical records and 

also allow us in the Ministry 
to keep track of information 
because everyone knows in a 
changing global environment 
it is data that drives policy.” 
She added that in the delivery 
of health care mistakes are to 
be kept at a minimum and this 
new system will help in that 
regard.

“Over time it is the 
Governments’ wish and also 
the wish of our partners in 
Taiwan that the hospital infor-
mation system will grow to 
the level that first world na-
tions do and have that same 

data on the wrist band for the 
patience so that everything 
that is done to or for that pa-
tient can be scanned imme-
diately so you know in real 
time who would have treated 
that patient last and what they 
would have done to them.

“We are very grateful for the 
inroads that we are making in 
terms of science and technol-
ogy to augment the services 
that are offered by the public 
health infrastructure here in 
St. Kitts and Nevis,” Phipps 
indicated.
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New Booths at Black Rocks Expanding the 
Benefits of Tourism to Rural Communities

Five vendors at the 
tourist attraction Black 
Rocks in Belle Vue 
were today handed 
the keys to brand new 
multi-coloured booths 
as part of the redevelop-
ment of that area

The wooden booths 
funded by the 
Government in a more 
than $250,000 rehabili-
tation project, are the 
first five out of 10 that 
are to be constructed 
in that area in the over 
$250,000 rehabilitation 
project.

Vendors Joseph 
Richards, Jaquelin and 
Marisa Jeffrey, Lyneth 
Boddie, Yvette 
Samoda and Edith and 
Rose Richardson then 
received the keys to their 
booths from Minister of 
Tourism Lindsay Grant 
and Prime Minister Dr. 
Timothy Harris.

Grant stated that the 
commissioning of the 
first five booths was the 
celebration of another 
mile stone and achieve-
ment in the tourism 

sector. 

“Our journey to this 
moment began some-
time last year when 
after a number of meet-
ings it was agreed that 
there was an urgent 
need for intervention at 
Black Rocks to raise the 
standard of the facility 
so that it would provide 
a much improved vendor 
and visitor experience 
befitting one of the most 
popular iconic and natu-
ral tourism attractions it 
is its.”

Grant hailed the White 
Gate Development 
Corporation and its CEO 
Ellis Hazel for their fi-
nancial and the moral 
support in the rehabilita-
tion project.

“This corporation contin-
ues to rise to the occasion 
to ensure that they con-
tribute to nation build-
ing and to the continued 
growth development of 
this critical sector called 
tourism so heartfelt 
thanks and appreciation 
go out to them for their 
commitment and their 

support.”

The Tourism Minister 
stated that the construc-
tion of the next five 
booths has already start-
ed and other features are 
expected to be added to 
the area.

“The Blackrock project 
will see the construction 
of viewing platforms to 
my right and stalls for the 
primate petting vendors 
and persons selling fruit 
and vegetables.”

 He added that the devel-
opment of Black Rocks 
was part of the govern-
ment’s goal to help de-
centralize the tourism 
sector out of Basseterre 
alone.

“We have entrepreneurs 
stepping up to the plate. 
The Government of 
National Unity in which 
I proudly serve is facili-
tating our diversified and 
decentralized tourism 
sector that will spread the 
benefits of tourism into 
many homes and diverse 
communities empower-
ing our citizens through 

entrepreneurship and 
employment.

He disclosed that they 
have employed indi-
viduals for upkeep of the 
Black Rocks area.

“We are of the view that 
individuals from the 
Blackrock community 
are very likely to take a 
vested interest and deep 
pride in looking after 
the facilities and ensur-
ing that they are kept in 
tip-top shape considering 
the obvious aesthetic im-
provements and serious 
investments that are at 
stake.

Dr. Harris who is 
the Parliamentary 
Representative for Belle 
Vue expressed his grati-
tude to the Ministry of 
Tourism and the White 
Gate Cooperation in part-
nering of this project.

“The government 
through this, is expanding 
the benefits of the tourism 
product to encompass the 
rural communities and in 
this regard, we are doing 
so today by empowering 

five vendors.
“What we are doing to-
day is to give them the 
support that they need 
so that the place from 
which they do business 
could be beautiful entic-
ing and encouraging to 
those who come here 
so that they would want 
to patronize,”Dr. Harris 
said.

Dr. Harris noted that 
the area had histori-
cal value with St. Kitts 
and Montserrat the only 
two countries in the 
CARICOM region that 
can bring evidence of 
what happens when we 
have volcanic eruptions.

“Here at Black Rocks, 
we can see... how out of 
a history of devastation, 
destruction, brimstone, 
fire and lava present 
something so beautiful 
and scenic has emerged, 
now defined as Black 
Rocks.”

He added that the new 
additions will provide 
something more mean-
ingful not just for visitors 

of St. Kitts and Nevis but 
to empower the people 
of the Federation “Their 
tomorrow will be better 
and brighter than today.”

Ellis Hazel of the White 
Gate Development 
Corporation states that 
his organisation in 2016 
started a journey with the 
Ministry Of Tourism to 
bring much needed de-
velopment to the Black 
Rock’s area as well as the 
village of Belle Vue. 

He also noted that his 
company is also pay-
ing keen attention to 
lighting and secu-
rity in the area.  “The 
Whitegate Development 
Corporation, as part of 
our 2018 operational 
plan, has given a com-
mitment to the Ministry 
of National Security to 
extend CCTV (closed-
circuit television cov-
erage) into some of the 
Whitegate communi-
ties, including Black 
Rocks. “We expect a 
bumper crop in the up-
coming years with the 
construction of the sec-
ond cruise ship pier.”
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PERSON OF THE YEAR
by Dan Ehrlich

What does it take to be 
Person of the Year?”  
At the “St. Kitts and 
Nevis Observer” it’s 
someone such as 
Nevis’ new Premier 
the Hon. Mark 
Brantley. He’s only 
been leading his party 
for two months, has 
just won a landslide 
assembly election vic-
tory for his Concerned 
Citizens Movement 
(CCM) and says build-
ing the economy while 
fighting crime through 
technology will be two 

major priorities. 

And Premier Brantley, 
at 48, who also serves 
the Federation Team 
Unity Government as 
Minister of Foreign 
Affairs and Aviation, 
has hit the ground run-
ning with plans for to 
revitalise industry cre-
ating new jobs and op-
portunities for young 
people, while trying 
heal the political divi-
siveness in the Nevis 
Assembly.

As he explained, “We 
have an excellent plat-
form on which to build. 
The Hon Vance Amory, 
our former Premier and 
Leader of the CCM, 
has left a rich legacy of 
service. Our main chal-
lenge will be to heal the 
political divisiveness in 
our  society by ensur-
ing that everyone has a 
place and everyone will 
be able to access op-
portunities for advance-
ment and development. 

“I propose and admin-
istration that would be 
inclusive. Whilst it is 
the nature of our politics 
that it is divisive and 
partisan, I believe the 
campaign is now over 
and so, it is important 
that with the campaign 
being behind us that 
all Nevisians now hold 
hands and come to-
gether and try to do our 
very best to develop our 
island.

We Are Not 

Enemies

“The CCM is a great 
party but the CCM does 
not have a monopoly 
on ideas. The Nevis 
Reformation Party 
(NRP) is also a great 
party but on this occa-
sion, they did not find 
favour with the elector-
ate. We are not enemies. 
We are all Nevisians. 
Perhaps different per-
sonalities and perhaps 
different ideas as to how 
we take our island for-
ward but nevertheless, 
we are all Nevisians, 
equally committed to 
the best Nevis that we 

can have. 

But Brantley knows 
tourism and farming 
may not be enough for 
a better future on Nevis. 
He sees a more diverse 
economy. “We must ex-
pand our economy. We 
will encourage more 
small and micro busi-
nesses by providing 
seed capital at a nomi-
nal two percent interest. 

“We must grow our 
economy and empower 
our people to control the 
commanding heights 
of our economy. Our 
task will be to motivate 
our people especially 
our youth to dream big 
dreams and work hard 
to achieve this.”

“There is much that can 
be done in Agriculture 
to ensure greater food 
import substitution. 
We also must revamp 
and relaunch our finan-
cial services industry 
whilst continuing the 
investment in tourism 
promotion and renew-
able energy. We are 
confident that with geo-
thermal energy, a new 
and exciting economic 
dawn awaits Nevis.” 

Iron Fist, Velvet 

Glove Crime 

Fighter

Yet, the darker side 
of Nevis is a grow-
ing crime rate. The 
Federation as a whole 
by the latest statistics 
has the third highest per 
capita murder rate in 
the Caribbean, behind 
USVI and Jamaica. 
And Nevis, with eight 
murders this year, is per 
capita more dangerous 
than St. Kitts. On this 
subject Brantley seems 
to play both the good 
cop and bad cop. As he 
says,  “Crime is a social 
problem and we must 
confront it and eradicate 
it from our midst. 

“Our approach must 
continue to be a robust 
one where the iron fist 

CONT’D ON PAGE 11
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Mr. Hype promises 
bigger moves 

Following Soca 
Monarch Triumph

By Loshaun Dixon

Bjorn Bassue more popularly known 
by his stage name Mr. Hype for the 
third time in five years has been 
crowned Sugar Mas Soca Monarch 
and is promising bigger and better 
things from his group for 2018.

Mr. Hype who won the favour of the 
judges last Friday with his jumpy 
“Crazy People” tune topped the com-
petition with 591 points, closely fol-
lowed by Rucas H. E with 581, Dejour 
555, LAX KT with 547 points.

Mr. Hype who won the competition 
in 2013 and 2015 also, appeared on 
stage in a diaper and a pseudo umbili-
cal cord depicting that he was crazy 
since he was born. The performance 

was well received by the small audi-
ence who jumped and waved as he 
performed and some even screamed 
as the song requested. 

Speaking after his triumph Bassue 
promised to continue to put out music 
people can enjoy. “We are just going 
to continue to make great music that 
people can really enjoy, where they 
can get the fun or the joy out. Music 
should be entertaining, it should be 
something that people would want 
to listen to.” He added that he and 
his team always try to bring original 
content and thinking outside the box 
when it comes to his performances. 
“We tried as hard as possible to keep 
my music and my performance origi-
nal as possible. We tried to come with 
ideas and concepts that was outside of 

the box things that nobody else would 
have been thinking of or nobody 
would expect.” 

The unorthodox soca artiste noted that 
they often try to produce music that 
people attracted to and is one of the 
reasons behind his success. “People 
like funny things, people like humour 
and people like fun and excitement…
and once that element is there we 
know for sure that we are going to be 

separated from the pack.” This year 
for the soca monarch the carnival 
committee decided against having a 
groovy and power categories as was 
done in previous years and merged 
the two into one competition.

For winning the competition Mr. 
Hype will pocket $11,000 and will 
also receive the opportunity to re-
cord a single with a group based in 
Barbados.



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday December 29th, 2017LOCAL NEWS Page:11

of law enforcement is encased in 
the velvet glove of opportunity. The 
miscreant few must understand that 
Nevis wants them to play their role as 
good citizens contributing to our de-
velopment but if they prefer a path of 
criminality then law enforcement will 
have to do it’s part. This new govern-
ment will focus more heavily on tech-
nology including CCTV to deter and 
detect crime. It is and will continue to 
be an urgent priority.”

The Caribbean has become a highly 
competitive region internationally 

and in international politics. That’s 
largely because relatively small is-
land nations have clout in numbers 
at the United Nations. For example, 
recently a delegation from Romania 
visited Antigua offering 20 student 
college scholarships in its bid to win 
over support for membership to the 
UN Security Council.

As the Federation Foreign Affairs 
Minister Brantley wants to increase 
the country’s international image and 
clout. “Yes my mandate as Minister 
of Foreign Affairs is to deepen the dip-
lomatic footprint of St Kitts and Nevis. 
We anticipate more diplomatic relations 

with new friends and deeper relations 
with old friends.” 

From Humble Roots

Brantley, from a humble childhood,  is 
an example of what determination with 
goal in mind can accomplish, a key as-
pect for a Person-of-the-Year. 

Mark Anthony Graham Brantley was 
born on 11 January 1969 to a single, 
struggling mother Cynthia “Vicky” 
Williams He was one of four children. 
His father, Irving Brantley, was living 
in the United States but supported the 
family financially as best he could. 
Mark spent his early life in a modest 
home in Hanley’s Road, Gingerland, 
Nevis.

Brantley began his academic career at 
the ‘Chapel School’ at the Methodist 
Church in Gingerland, and thereafter 

moved on to the newly built Gingerland 
Primary School (now Joycelyn Liburd 
Primary School). He went on to the 
Charlestown Secondary School, fol-
lowed by a two-year stint at the Nevis 
Sixth Form College.

Mark obtained his law degree from 
the University of the West Indies 
and his Legal Education Certificate 
from Norman Manley Law School in 
Jamaica. Mark also holds a Bachelor 
of Civil Law from the University of 
Oxford, UK.

His legal career began when he returned 
to Nevis, and for one year functioned as 
the Legal Counsel for the Nevis Island 
Administration. He then joined Simeon 
Daniel to form the Daniel, Brantley & 
Associates law firm. He is currently a 
Member of the Bar in St. Kitts-Nevis, 
Anguilla, Grenada and Antigua and 
Barbuda.

After a succssful career in law at 37 
Brantley took a leave of absence from 
the bar to launch a career in politics by 
becoming a member of the Concerned 
Citizen’s Movement. 

In 2007, he defeated Hensley Daniel in 
the bi-election occasioned by the death 
of Hon. Malcolm Guishard to secure his 
first seat in the Federal Parliament. The 
seat came with the title of Leader of the 
Opposition in the National Assembly. 
In January 2010, he again defeated 
Daniel and was returned to Parliament 
as Opposition Leader.

Prior to the 2015 General Election, 
Brantley was the Deputy Premier and 
Minister of Tourism, Health, Culture, 
Youth, Sports, and Community 
Development of the Nevis Island 
Administration. He also serves as 
the Leader of the Opposition in the 
National Assembly of the Federation of 
St. Kitts and Nevis. 

Following the Team Unity victory in the 
2015 General Election, Brantley was 
appointed Minister of Foreign Affairs 
and Aviation on 22 February 2015.

On 19 December 2017, Brantley was 
sworn in as Premier of Nevis following 
the CCM’s victory in the Nevis Island 

PERSON OF THE 
YEAR CONT’D

CONT’D FROM PAGE 9
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Cashier Needed

VACANCY
Company Name: Vida 

Liquor & Tobacco

Contact person: 
Prem : 1 869-760-5355

Inventory manager     

Requirement:  ( Liquor Knowledge, man-
age inventory, maintain records etc).

ISABELA SNACKETTE & BAR
Needed: 1 Bar tender

2 years experience Call: 662-8431

RUTH BEAUTY SALON 
Needed: One Stylist
4 years experience 

Call: 667-1290 or 764-8230

LAND OF SALE 
At Stoney Grove in Nevis

5000 square feet
Telephone  :669-5616

Grant hail 
service during 

Christmas boom
By Loshaun Dixon

St. Kitts is on track to host more than 
a million cruise ship passengers dur-
ing the tourist season, with 115 port 
calls and 300,000 visitors so far in 
December alone with 10 ships visit-
ing the Federation on Christmas and 
Boxing day according to the St. Kitts 
and Nevis Tourist Authority.

And the service rendered the visiting 
cruise ships has been commended 
by Tourism Minister Lindsay Grant. 
Speaking to media representatives he 
indicated the kind of traffic seen on 
those days will be the new standard 
with impressive numbers during the 
peak season.

“What you saw on Christmas Day 
and Boxing Day will be the new 
norm in St. Kitts and Nevis. We have 
thousands arriving on our shores ev-
ery day during the peak of the season. 
What we have to do is make sure that 
we are ready to receive those visi-
tors,” Grant said.

The Tourism Minster explained the 
ships on those days challenged the 
Federation to be ready with their 
customer service and product and to 
engage the tourists.. 

“We have worked long and hard to 
ensure we get these numbers we are 

getting now and so now the chal-
lenge now for us is to make sure that 
we can maintain that and make it 
sustainable.”

He added that officials at the Ministry 
of Tourism and the St. Kitts Tourism 
Authority try their best are grateful 
that while there were thousands of 
revellers in Basseterre there were also 
thousands coming from the cruise 
ships as well.

Grant hailed the hospitality shown to 
the visitors on those days from the 
various stakeholders who ply their 
trade within the industry.

“All in all I think it went well, I think 
we have to take some time and do a 
post mortem to see if there were any 
significant challenges, but it has been 
a fantastic two days and we are happy 
for the hospitality and the affection 
the people of St. Kitts and Nevis has 
shown to our visitors.”

He then forecast what his minis-
try expects for the remainder of the 
cruise ship season noting that they 
are anticipating to exceed one million 
passengers.

“We expect over a million for the 
cruise year. December alone will see 
115 calls and around 300,000 pas-
sengers so it is going well. We hope 

with the advent of the second pier we 
could have a much better customer 
experience.”

On Boxing Day during the Jouvert 
morning jam the western section of 
the Bay Road and central Basseterre 
were restricted to vehicular traffic for 
the Jouvert while tour operators uti-
lized the eastern side of Port Zante 
to ply their trade during the morning 
hours.

Grant was also asked about dispatch-
ing issues that continues to occur at 
Port Zante when ships dock and he 
noted that they will continue to ad-
dress those matters.

“Port Zante is always a work in 

progress but we will continue to fine 
tune just to ensure the experience is 
as good as it can be. In 2018 we are 
going to see improvements on our 
side in terms of the delivery service.”

Grant also noted the aspect of the 
Boxing Day restrictions may be ad-
opted to help with the dispatching 
issues.

A statement from the St. Kitts Tourism 
Authority  indicated that St. Kitts did 
not disappoint as stakeholders rose to 
the occasion to provide thrilling and 
memorable experiences to passen-
gers from the Adventure of the Seas, 
Caribbean Princess, Crystal Esprit, 
Seabourn Odyssey and Costa Pacifica 
on Christmas Day.
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King Sookie Crowned again
By Monique Washington 

Shomari “Mighty 
Sookie” Mitchell has 
captured the National 
Carnival Junior Calypso 
crown for the second 
time while the National 
Carnival Talented 
Teen competition 
2017-2018 was won by 
Ayna Seetahal of the 
Washington Archibald 
High School 

On Tuesday (December 
26) three junior calypso 
competitors Mighty 
Sookie, Treasure 
“Empress Tres” and 

Tyrique ‘Simply 
Mighty’ Jeffers went 
up against the reign-
ing Junior King T’quan 
‘Mighty T’ Mc Dowell. 
The show was peered 
with the National 
Carnival Talented 
Teen competition and 
was held at the Sugar 
Mill Cricket Stadium in 
St. Kitts.

Mighty Sookie cap-
tured his first National 
crown in 2014. He was 
also crowned Nevis’ 
Culturama Junior 
Calypso King for four 
straight years (2013, 14, 

15, 16). He also holds 
the title for  the St. 
Thomas Fest Calypso 
king 2016 and  2017 
and is reigning WinFest 
Calypso King 2017.

Ayna Seetahal won with 
a score of  963 points,1st 
runner up went to 
Shavonie Gumbs of the  
Verchilds High School 
scoring 821.5 points, 
2nd runner up went to  
Johnette Williams of 
the  Charles E. Mills 
Secondary School  scor-
ing 810.5 points 3rd 
runner of   Immaculate 
C o n c e p t i o n 

Catholic School  Mariah 
Rock scoring 758.5 
points 

Last year there were 
eight performers com-
pared to this year’s 
four competitors. The 
competition is opened 
to persons between the 
ages of 13- 18. 

The four competitors 
went toe to toe in a 
one round competi-
tion. Sookie who sang 
in second position was 
previously granted per-
mission to sing with 
his instrumental track 

because he was unable 
to properly practice 
with the band. However 
he was asked to redo his 
performance with the 
live band. 

The Calypsoians were 
judged on lyrics, music 
and performance.

On December 14, King 
Terron ‘Invincible’ 
Webb won the National 
Carnival Primary 

School Junior Calypso 
competition. That com-
petition is opened for 
children between the 
ages of 8 years old to 
12 years old. That com-
petition was held at the 
Circus in Basseterre. 
Webb was crowned 
Nevis’ Junior Cultural 
king in July which broke 
king Rookie’s four year 
consecutive run of be-
ing crowned king.
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Guyana’s President Pardons 
Female Prisoners and Releases 
Young Offenders for Christmas

Georgetown, Guyana

Guyana’s President 
David Granger par-
doned five women from 
the New Amsterdam 
Prison just in time for 
Christmas.

The women released on 
Christmas Day ranged 
in age from 24 to 54 and 
had served part of their 
sentences for non-vio-
lent offences, ranging 
from larceny and fraud 
to giving false oath.

President Granger also 
ordered the release of 
eight students from the 
New Opportunity Corps 
(NOC), a juvenile cor-
rectional facility.

The release of the stu-
dents came on the heels 
of a visit by President 
Granger earlier this 
year, when he said he 
had started a process 
to look at the early re-
lease of girls and boys 
housed at the NOC at 
Onderneeming in the 
Pomeroon-Supenaam 
Region.

The Head of State had 
visited the facility to 
speak with the 85 young 

people, the majority of 
whom have been com-
mitted to the institution 
for wandering. He said 
that as part as an overall 
plan to ensure improve-
ments to the physi-
cal conditions and the 
programmes offered, 
Government would in 
the short term be set-
ting up criteria and a 
system to ensure that 
regular early release is 
an option for those who 
qualify.

President Granger said 
he remains focused on 
education and youth 
empowerment and 
strongly believes that 
children are better off in 
educational institutions 

rather than in incarcera-
tion or detention.

“Going to school is 
important for me and 
staying in school is im-
portant for me and it is 
important for you too, 
because in whatever 
you do, you must be 
able to read, write, spell 
and count…You must 
be literate. We cannot 
build a country with il-
literate persons and that 
is why I want all of you 
to take your education 
seriously. It is my vision 
that you must get the 
best possible prepara-
tion for when you are 
ready to take over this 
country,” Granger told 
the children.

Rihanna Calls for End to Gun Violence 
After Cousin Killed in Boxing Day Shooting
Bridgetown, Barbados, 

Wednesday December 
27, 2017 – A shooting 
in Barbados on Boxing 
Day has cast a dark 
cloud over Christmas 
celebrations for super-
star Rihanna and her 
family.

Around 7 p.m. last night, 
her 21-year-old cousin 
Tavon Kaiseen Alleyne 
was shot multiple 
times by an unknown 

assailant, prompting her 
to call for an end to gun 
violence.

Shortly after the news 
broke, Rihanna, who 
spent Christmas in her 
homeland, mourned the 
loss on Instagram, shar-
ing photos she took with 
her cousin whom she 
saw just the day before 
and adding the hashtag 
#endgunviolence.

“Never thought that 

would be the last time I 
felt the warmth in your 
body!!! Love you al-
ways man!” she wrote 
in part. According to 
police, Alleyne was 
walking through a track 
in the vicinity of his 
home when he was ap-
proached by a man who 
shot him several times 
before fleeing the scene.
The gunshot victim was 
rushed to the Queen 
Elizabeth Hospital by 

private vehicle, but 
he succumbed to his 
injuries.

Lawmen are on the hunt 
for Alleyne’s killer and 
have asked anyone with 
information to contact 
either police or Crime 
Stoppers.

Alleyne’s death brings 
to 31 the number of peo-
ple killed in Barbados 
for 2017.
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