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VACANCY NOTICE
GENERAL MANAGER POSITION

Seeking new General Manager for hotel and 

restaurant operation at Golden Rock Inn.

Must have Master’s Degree in hospitality or 

business and 10 year’s experience in hotel 

management. To apply send resume to info@

goldenrocknevis.com or submit CV to

PO Box 493

Charlestown, Nevis Wi

Police Deny Cover-Up in Suspicious Death
By Loshuan Dixon

The Royal St. Christopher 
and Nevis Police Force 
(RSCNPF) has denied 
trying to cover up the 
now “undetermined” 
cause of death in the case 
of 23-year-old Shaquille 
Pemberton.

Pemberton’s corpse was 
found in an area near 
the RLB International 
Airport by a passer-by 
who reported it to the St. 
Kitts and Nevis Fire and 
Rescue Services, who 
then reported it to the 
Royal St. Christopher 
and Nevis Police. 

On the night of the dis-
covery Police indicated 
that they were not treat-
ing the matter as a homi-
cide. Over the weekend 
in a release from the 
Police confirmed that the 
death of Pemberton was 
by natural causes follow-
ing an autopsy done by 
Forensic Pathologist, Dr. 
Valery Alexandrov. 

The release stated that, 
Dr. Alexandrov ruled 
that the death was due 
to acute pulmonary fail-
ure due to haemorrhagic 
viral myocarditis and 
pneumonia. 

Police issued a second 
release on the autopsy 
stating that since under-
taking further labora-
tory tests in Trinidad, 
Dr. Alexandrov has now 
revised his opinion and 

ruled that the method of 
death is undetermined. 

Since then there have 
been claims indicating 
the police may have been 
covering up the cause of 
death which they have 
vehemently denied in a 
recent statement. “The 
High Command of the 
RSCNPF places on re-
cord that there has been 
no cover-up – and there 
shall be none – in the 
Force’s investigation into 
the death of 23-year-old 
Shaquille Pemberton of 
New Road, whose body 
was discovered in the 
Gillards Meadows area 
on January 27, 2018.”

The RSCNPF added that 
they holds its rank and 
file to the highest levels 
of integrity, transpar-
ency and professionalism 
in every single inves-
tigation and free from 
political directives and 

outside influences. ”The 
behaviour and decision-
making of all of our 
brave, hardworking men 
and women in uniform 
are guided by our oath to 
protect and serve the peo-
ple of this Federation and 
uphold the Constitution 
and Rule of Law.”

The statement also noted 
that they were guided by 
the professional exper-
tise. “In this particular 
case involving the death 
of Shaquille Pemberton, 
the RSCNPF engaged 
the professional services 
of a highly respected 
and qualified forensic 
pathologist with over 40 
years’ experience work-
ing around the world. 

“Indeed, for close to four 
years now, since June 
2014, this forensic pa-
thologist has been con-
sistently relied upon to 
perform autopsies here 

in St. Kitts and Nevis. 
The RSCNPF awaits 
his final report, and the 
High Command remains 
committed to sharing the 
findings with the media 
and the public,” the po-
lice stated

The police also stated that 
it was unscrupulous for 
members of the public to 
use the situation to cast 
doubt on the integrity of 

the police force.

“The RSCNPF finds it 
extremely unfortunate 
that a few misguided 
members of our soci-
ety are using the police 
investigation into the 
tragic, untimely death of 
Shaquille Pemberton as 
an avenue to cast asper-
sions and doubt on the 
integrity and honour of 
our Police Force. Rather 

than sowing discord and 
dissension by preying 
on his family’s pain, we 
implore you to give them 
the privacy and compas-
sion that they deserve 
during this very difficult 
time.”

Police officials also 
called on the public to as-
sist the police in solving 
crime across the board.

“The RSCNPF takes this 
opportunity to remind 
and encourage the public 
to do its part in assisting 
the Police Force in its 
investigations, whether 
in this or any other case. 
If you have information 
that can shed light on and 
advance our investiga-
tions, please contact the 
Royal St. Christopher 
and Nevis Police Force 
today. Choosing to act 
can save lives, prevent 
crimes, and bring jus-
tice for victims and their 
families.”

VACANCY 
 

The Finished Touch Limited is inviting suitably qualified applicants to fill the position of 

HVAC Duct Fabrictor and Installer. 

   

JOB DESCRIPTION: HVAC DUCT FABRICATOR & INSTALLER 
 

DUTIES: 

 Installing, maintaining or repairing air conditioning units and other equipment  

 Troubleshooting a variety of air conditioning units and equipment issues 

 Duct fabrication; offering technical support on-site or via phone or email 

 

SKILLS, EDUCATION AND EXPERIENCE: 

 Ability to diagnose electrical and mechanical problems in air conditioning units 

and equipment 

 Must have the competence to service or replace air conditioning units and 

equipment, as necessary 

 Must be flexible to work on Saturday’s, which is a primary requirement 

 Must have good interpersonal skills to interface with clients  

 Must have good organizational skills and ability to work independently with 

minimal supervision  

 At least 2 years of technical experience in duct fabrication 

 
 

SALARY: 

Salary will be commensurate with qualifications and experience. 

 

Applications in writing should be submitted no later than February 15, 2018 to: 

 

Managing Director 

The Finished Touch Ltd 

P.O. Box 100 

Jessups Village 

Nevis 

Email: tftnevis@gmail.com 
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Good and Bad of Budget: Premier 
Announces No New Taxes

By Monique Washington

The Premier of Nevis 
and Minister of Finance 
the Hon Mark Brantley 
revealed the Nevis 
Island Administration 
2018 budget which in-
cluded no new taxes but 

upcoming increases in 
water and the removal 
of certain concessions 
for businesses. The 
budget address was 
held on Monday at the 
Nevis Island Assembly, 
Hamilton House.

The Premier said that 

tax free budget  is an 
incentive to stimulate 
economic activities in 
the private sector as a 
means to drive further 
growth in the economy. 
The Premier informed 
that a long awaited 30 
percent increase will 
be applied on all water 

consumes’ bills.

“It is therefore impera-
tive that my government 
seeks to do a review of 
the existing water rates 
to bring them in line 
with the cost of upgrad-
ing our water supply 
and distribution system. 

In fact, as a condi-
tion for the Caribbean 
Development Bank, 
CDB loan negotiated 
by our predecessors in 
government, approval 
was granted for a 30% 
increase in water rates 
across all sectors. 

“This increase was ap-
proved but never imple-
mented. Therefore, as 
we near the completion 
of the project, during 
this fiscal year my gov-
ernment will seek to 
implement an increase 
in water rates in keep-
ing with the agreement 
for the loan funding un-
der this project from the 
CDB,” Brantley said.

Brantley added that cur-
rently they are work-
ing on completing 
the final phase of the 
over $20 million CDB 
Nevis Water Supply 
Enhancement Project 
a project that is to de-
velop an efficient, sus-
tainable and adequate 
supply of potable water 
on the island of Nevis 
by enhancing our water 
supply network capac-
ity; building capacity; 
and strengthening the 
institutional and legisla-
tive management of our 
water resources.

Work completed to 
date includes the Water 
Resource Management 
Study, construction 
of six Reservoirs or 

storage tanks, construc-
tion of two of the three 
Pump Stations, procure-
ment of ancillary equip-
ment including backup 
Generators along with 
the laying of over 
68,125 feet of pipelines 
throughout the island.

Brantley said that later 
this year the Nevis 
Water Department will 
have full responsibil-
ity for management and 
maintenance of wells at 
Maddens Estate and 
Fothergills Estate as 
Bedrock Exploration 
and Development,  
BEAD contract nears an 
end.

“ Mr. President, it is 
important to note that 
these wells when com-
pleted and tested will 
be handed over to the 
NIA and the Nevis 
Water Department will 
have full responsibil-
ity for management and 
maintenance of these 
well. Put differently, 
these wells will be the 
sole property of the 
Government and people 
of Nevis. This is very 
much unlike the previ-
ous BEAD arrangement 
negotiated by the former 
NRP led Administration 
whereby the wells are 
owned by BEAD and 
the NIA had to purchase 
water monthly from 

CONT’D ON PAGE 23
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A higher standard
We have watched, with interest, the unfolding of events on the world stage, and 
in particular the USA.  Influential persons have been “felled” by their sexual be-
havior, even that which occurred many years ago. Others are becoming jobless 
because of past domestic abuse. Yet others are being disqualified from certain 
offices because of activities they did while young (like smoking weed, etc).
The interesting thing about many of these cases is that it doesn’t seem to matter 
much whether these allegations are fact or fiction; once they are made, there is an 
immediate reaction or at least one is expected.  Protest, if you will, but separate 
yourself from the institution, even if it is one you built from the ground up.

The net effect of all of this is a changing of the rules of engagement.  Boys must 
no longer just be boys and do boyish things.  They must be taught a different set 
of rules from the get go.

If those same standards are applied in the Caribbean, the entire political landscape 
would change.  We have seen ministers of cloth and of the government accused 
of sexual crimes, yet keep their offices.  We have seen poor politicians become 
filthy rich in quick time, yet persons continue to put them in office.  We have seen 
women line up to become the next girlfriend of woman-beaters, figuring that she 
is the one who will cure him of his bad behavior.  We have seen politicians lie and 
lie again, yet we vote for them anyway.

Now the newest game in town for politicians seems to be “sue the electoral of-
fice”. Here are these politicians, some in, some out of parliament, some formerly 
in Government (who made these laws), participating in the process of cleansing 
of voter register and then rushing to Court to complain that the cleansing is un-
fairly and improperly done.  Such hypocrisy!

Wouldn’t it be better if these parliamentarians, after consulting with the people, go 
into the house and pass better laws?  Wouldn’t that be good and proper representa-
tion? Instead they peruse the registers, object to people, give evidence on people 
behind their backs, get their desired results and then complain when the other side 
gets the same opportunity. Whatever happened to the Golden Rule?

The words of politicians matter. Somebody will always believe their utterances in 
public. Thus, it behoves them to watch their tongues; to utter words that will up-
lift, especially to the young people.  And when, perchance they get elected to of-
fice, to change those things about our laws that bugged them while in Opposition, 
and some of which they helped make.

That would be governance of the people, for the people and by the people.  That 
would be true and honourable service of a higher standard.

EDITORIAL
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MBA/MBM
Exceptional value — earn an 
accredited UK MBA or MBM for under 
US$10,000 • Can be completed in 18 
months • Specialisations: Banking, 
Entrepreneurship, Events, Finance, 
Health Management, Hospitality 
& Tourism, HRM, Info. Systems, 
Leadership & Innovation, Logistics & 
Supply Chain Management, Marketing & 
Sales, Project Management • Option to 
earn both an MBA and MBM in under 24 
months

www.seidegrees.com
Regional Office: 27499 Riverview Center Blvd., Suite 223, Bonita Springs, Florida 34134, USA 

• Tel +1 239 444 4399 • Fax +1 239 444 4398 • info@SEIdegrees.com

Free 

Apple iPad 

Mini 4 

(Conditions 

apply)

APPLY NOW FOR MAY 2018 TRIMESTER

100% FLEXIBLE
100% ONLINE  

100% RELEVANT

Top 10 
UK University 

(Graduate Employability)

No. 1 

in the UK 
for Value-added

(The Guardian, 2017)

BA Business Management (Top-up)

BA Business & Enterprise (Top-up)

BA Sales Management (Top-up) 
Final Year Entry to holders of Associate Degree and/or Diploma

Specialisms: Marketing, Finance and HRM

BSc Nursing Studies (Top-up)

PG Cert. Learning and Teaching

The Edinburgh Doctorate 

in Business Administration 

(DBA) Regional workshops conducted by 

Edinburgh Faculty

MSc HRM (SHRM Recognised)

MSc Data Science

MSc Construction Project

 Management (RICS and ICE accredited)

MSc Transport Planning and  

 Engineering

MSc Health and Social Care

Wildfires, Hurricanes, Natural Disasters: 
Veterinarians to the Rescue 

By Dr. Christa A. Gallagher

Assistant Professor of Veterinary 
Public Health & Epidemiology Ross 
University School of Veterinary 
Medicine 

In the aftermath of Hurricanes Harvey, 
Irma and Maria and the recent wild-
fires in Northern California, we need 
to consider the unpredictability of 
natural and man-made disasters and 
our preparation for and response to 
them. In fact, according to FEMA1, 
there have been 128 federally-rec-
ognized natural disasters through 
December 2017. From disasters, zoo-
notic diseases such as leptospirosis or 
campylobacter often emerge putting 
human health in danger. Under these 
circumstances, citizens look auto-
matically to police, firemen, hazmat 
teams, EMTs, doctors and nurses, 
expecting them to be there during cri-
ses and to come to our rescue. But we 
often overlook some important first 
responders -- veterinarians.

Few know that veterinarians step 
outside their normal daily jobs to 
help during disasters. As stated in 
an American Association of Equine 
Practitioners report, “Veterinarians 
must assume an increased role in the 
planning, management, response, 
and recovery in the face of disasters. 
Given virtually any type of disaster, 
animals will be involved.”2

Veterinarians provide essential emer-
gency medical care for pets and live-
stock. They set up animal shelters, 
secure and organize food, water and 
other provisions, and assist in evacu-
ation efforts. All of this happens 
while veterinarians closely moni-
tor animal health and the spread of 
diseases – particularly from animals 
to humans. With nearly 75 percent 
of newly emerging human diseases 
tracing back to animals, it’s critical 
veterinarians play a significant role in 
safeguarding human health. 

Veterinarians are as well-versed in 
biomedical and clinical sciences as 
physicians, but are also familiar with 
a wider range of species and diseases 
seen in pets, livestock and wildlife. 
Veterinarians are also experts in zoo-
notic diseases -- the diseases transmit-
ted from animals to people. Animals 
are often sentinels for disease in hu-
mans, meaning disease can present 
in animals before it becomes symp-
tomatic in people. Vets treat animals 
that often are the source of certain 
diseases and are frequently first to 
see these potential health problems. 

Veterinarians then communicate with 
public health officials who can fore-
warn the general public to prevent 
sickness or death in people.

Underscoring the importance of vet-
erinary involvement in disasters, 
the American Veterinary Medical 
Association (AVMA) has adopted a 
mission statement2 to define the role 
veterinarians need to play to benefit 
public health. 

“The AVMA strongly recommends 
that emergency management organi-
zations include veterinarians in the 
planning process and response opera-
tions,” it states. “The health of animals, 
humans, and the environment are in-
extricably linked (i.e. One Health) and 
food safety is crucial; thus, veterinary 
expertise and input are vital to the suc-
cess of the overall emergency manage-
ment process.”

When disasters strike, it can take con-
siderable time to understand the full 
negative impact. Some diseases in ani-
mals and humans don’t manifest for 
weeks, months or even longer. Food 
and water-borne diseases that cause 
gastrointestinal symptoms may occur 
from the consumption of contaminat-
ed food and water and lack of personal 
hygiene. Outbreaks of respiratory and 
other communicable diseases can hap-
pen when dense populations of animals 
and people are sheltered during or after 
a disaster. When flooding is part of the 
disaster, outbreaks of mosquito-borne 
diseases like malaria, Zika, chikungu-
nya and dengue are common. 

Already across the 2017 hurricane-
impacted areas in the Caribbean and 
the U.S., first responders, including 
veterinarians, have encountered and 
treated numerous diseases such as lep-
tospirosis. Humans can get leptospi-
rosis through contact with urine from 
infected animals or through water, 
soil, or food contaminated with animal 

urine. Since Hurricane Maria, Puerto 
Rico has reported nearly 80 cases of 
leptospirosis and several deaths.3

Other life-threatening bacteria from 
floodwater or debris can cause nec-
rotizing fasciitis, or ‘flesh-eating’ 
infections. In Texas, two deaths 
from ‘flesh-eating bacteria’4 attrib-
uted to Hurricane Harvey have been 
documented.

The relatively new One Health ap-
proach recognizes the intercon-
nectedness of animal, human and 
environmental health. It promotes col-
laboration between physicians, veteri-
narians, public health, social scientists 
and other science, health and environ-
mentally related disciplines. This team 
approach must be implemented during 
disasters to mitigate negative impacts. 
As a major contributor to health, vet-
erinarians have challenges, obliga-
tions and opportunities during natural 
and man-made disasters to support the 
health resiliency of animals, people 
and the ecosystem. 

I teach public health at Ross University 

School of Veterinary Medicine in St. 
Kitts in the Caribbean. Our school was 
mildly effected by the hurricanes, but 
our sister schools in the region were 
severely impacted. We have firsthand 
knowledge of the need for a One 
Health approach, and this hurricane 
season was a lesson for my veterinary 
students on the importance of our pro-
fession’s involvement with disaster 
planning and response. 

As a veterinarian with public health fo-
cus, I have a responsibility to prepare 
my students to be leaders in the wake 
of disasters locally or abroad. While 
we cannot prevent natural disasters, 
veterinarians can choose to plan for 
and respond to their aftermath -- and 
that can be a crucial step in preserving 
life and the environment we share.

Dr. Gallagher is an assistant professor 
of Public Health & Epidemiology at 
Ross University School of Veterinary 
Medicine. She is involved actively in 
One Health, EcoHealth, and the ecol-
ogy and epidemiology of zoonotic 
disease.
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NIA $227 million budget: Health 
and education takes lower 

percent of the budget
By Monique Washington

A $227 million budget 
has been announced for 
the 2018 fiscal year in 
Nevis with just about 
$29 million (13 percent) 
being allocated to the 
Ministry of Education 
and Health.

The budget address was 
delivered by the Premier 
of Nevis and Minister in 
charge of Finance Hon 
Mark Brantley. The 
$227.30 million budget 
represents a decrease 
of 3.8 percent over the 
2017 budget of $236.30 
million. 

The Ministry of Health 
and Gender Affairs is 
allocated funding in 
the amount of   $ 28.9 
million representing 
13.0 percent of the to-
tal budget. Included in 
this amount are funds 
allocated for providing 
improvements in the 
quality and delivery of 
Health Care along with 
construction work under 
the Alexandra Hospital 
Expansion Program, 

The Office of the 
Premier is allocated 
funding in the amount 
of $ 9.6 million rep-
resenting four percent 
of the total budget. 
Included in this amount 
are funds allocated for 
the reconstruction of 

the Newcastle Police 
Station and the con-
struction of operating 
space for our CCTV 
operations as we seek 
to put the safety and 
security of our people 
on the forefront of my 
Government’s agenda.

The larger amount of 
the budget goes to the 
Ministry of Finance 
which will receive $ 
82.30 million repre-
senting 36.0 percent 
of the total budget. 
Included in this amount 
are funds allocated for 
our Debt Servicing ob-
ligations along with 
funding to execute 
continued works on 
the Treasury Building 
Reconstruction Project 

and construction of the 
Water Taxi Pier.

Fifteen percent of the 
budget goes the Ministry 
of Communications and 
Works, which has been 
allocated funding in the 
amount of $ 35 million. 
Included in this amount 
are funds allocated for 
our infrastructure devel-
opment program includ-
ing road work for Brown 
Hill and Craddock Road 
along with the comple-
tion of the CDB Water 
Enhancement Program 
and the drilling of three 
additional new wells.

 According to Brantley 
they have allocated 
the amount of $162.61 
million to recurrent 

spending representing 
a 3.3 percent increase 
in recurrent spending 
when compared to fiscal 
year 2017. Recurrent 
spending for this fiscal 
year therefore compris-
es 71.53 percent of the 
total projected budget 
expenditure.  

 “My Administration 
is projecting to collect 
the amount of $137.92 
million in Recurrent 
Revenue, a slight de-
crease of 2.0 percent 
when compared to fiscal 
year 2017. This down-
ward revision in our 
projection is as a result 
of the slowdown in our 
CBI sales market thus 
forcing us to be conser-
vative in our projection 

for expected revenue 
inflows from property 
transfers.

 “In addition, we expect 
to collect the amount of 
$30.0 million from the 
Federal Government, 
being our 20 percent 
fair share of revenues 
from passport process-
ing fees under the CBI 
program. Our combined 
total Recurrent Revenue 
is therefore projected at 
$ 167.92 million for this 
fiscal year,” Brantley 
said.

In continuing Brantley 
said that when com-
pared to projected 
Recurrent Expenditure 
of $ 162.61 million, 
“This provides a surplus 

on the recurrent budget 
of $ 5.31 million which 
will be utilized to pro-
vide part funding for 
our capital expenditure 
program.”

“Funding for our capital 
expenditure program 
will also be comprised 
of loan disbursements 
from the Caribbean 
Development Bank for 
the Water Enhancement 
project along with com-
mitted disbursements 
from the Sugar Industry 
Diversification Fund 
(SIDF).  In addition, 
my Administration will 
seek loan funding from 
other local entities at 
concessionary rates not 
exceeding 4.0 percent 
per annum to complete 
the funding for these 
programs.”

 Projected revenues for 
2018 are estimated at 
$201.31 million com-
pared to $140 million 
last year. This amount 
includes Current 
Revenue of $ 137.92 
million, Recurrent 
Grant from CBI pro-
gram of $30.0 mil-
lion, CDB loans and 
other Concessionary 
Loans of $21.90 
million and Sugar 
Industry Diversification 
Foundation SIDF Grant 
Funding and other 
Grant Funding of $ 
11.49 million.
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Seniors treated on Valentine’s Day
By Monique Washington 

Seniors on Nevis were 
shown a bit of love by 
the Senior Division of 
the Social Development 
Department with its 
annual Valentines 
Luncheon and program 
at the Weekendz Bar 
and Grill at Pinney’s.

More than 100 seniors 
attended the luncheon 
and program, dotted 
with a steel pan perform-
ing from the Golden 
Years Orchestra, songs 
by the community Care 
Givers and remarks by 
the Minister of Social 
Development Hon Eric 
Evelyn.

“The Observer” spoke 
with Deputy Director of 
Social Services Joyce 
Moven who gave a brief 
back ground on the pro-
gram luncheon.

“Today we are celebrat-
ing our seniors as we 

have done over the past 
years. It’s Valentine’s 
Day and we treat the 
seniors. This year we 
are at Weekendz bar 
because what we are 
trying to do annually 
is to rotate around the 

establishments. 

“It has been going on 
for quite a few years. 
It actually started 
with Community 
Development, when 
we then serenaded the 

seniors. We brought 
in some school chil-
dren and we took them 
around to community 
centers. It was more 
focus then. It was not like 
how it is now with such a 
big recreational group,” 
she said.

Moven said that about 100 
seniors regularly attended 
the senior’s recreational 

program and pointed out 
more than 100 persons at-
tended the Valentine’s Day 
as they do other special 
occasions as it is an open 
invitation to the seniors.

In addition to special 

occasions seniors are in-
volved in regular meetings 
at the various community 
centers around the island.

“They have arts and craft, 
developmental section , 
we bring in persons who 
can help with their wills, 
health and nutrition , exer-
cise programs, sometimes 
they go on island tours, 
they have a annual beach 
nic’ and in October there is 
their big month  celebrat-
ing older person,” Moven 
said. 

She noted that “all of our 
recreation programs are 
free of charge. We want 
even person to come 
on board because as it 
is a form of socializing. 
Socializing is a deterrent 
to Alzheimer’s 

Moven said that in Nevis a 
person 65 years and older 
is recognized as a senior.

“Who is a senior? Well it 
is how you feel. United 
Nations categorizes a per-
son 62 and over as a senior 
however in Nevis we say 
if you feel like, you can 
come. We have some peo-
ple here that are not neces-

sarily seniors but the come 
along with the seniors but 
for now though in Nevis 
we recognize seniority at 
65 and over and I say this 
because that is the age that 
we begin giving the bus 
pass and  our subsidize 

electricity and water,” she 
said. 

The large seniors group 
in Nevis currently has a 
small percent of men tak-
ing part.

“Based on statistics and 
data from international 
agencies worldwide we re-
alize that woman live lon-
ger than men and St Kitts 
and Nevis is no exception. 
We try to encourage them 
(men) to come out and 
join in and we incorporate 
them in all ways.”

Moven informed of a 
new initiative that will 
be launched shortly 
between the Senior 
Citizens Division and 
Judy Brown who is of 
Nevisian parent ship but 
of English decent.

“The idea is to have a 
‘Moonlight Lime’. We 
are planning this for 
March 1. The seniors 
will have a night out. It 
will begin at about 5pm 
and end about 8pm. 
They will get all dressed 
up and reminisces of 
time go by. This is a new 
Initiative we are trying 

to pilot,” she said.

Moven said that anyone 
seeking more informa-
tion about activities for 
seniors on the island 
can contact the Seniors 
Citizens Division office.
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VACANCY NOTICE  

Internal Auditor  

St. Kitts Nevis Anguilla Trading and Development Company Limited (TDC) is a leading 

private sector company in St. Kitts and Nevis and is an equal employment opportunity 

employer.  TDC is currently seeking applications from suitably qualified candidates to 

fill the position of Internal Auditor. The successful candidate will conduct audits as scheduled 

and requested by Directors and Managers.  

 

Job Responsibilities:  

• Perform and control the execution of assigned Audits as per assigned schedule or as directed. 

• Compile reports pertaining to audits completed. 

• Analyze, inspect and assess budgets, balance sheets and other related financial statements for 

accuracy and compliance with company and regulatory policies. 

• Verify operating policies and guidelines. 

 

Qualification and Experience:  

• A Bachelor’s Degree in Accounting  

• Professional CIA Designation would be an asset 

• Previous experience as an Internal Auditor or related field 

 

Requirements: 

• Analytical/Critical thinking skills 

• Excellent written and strong communication skills 

• Data mining and Analysis 

• Computer Literacy skills 

• Organized and highly confidential 

 

Applications may be sent to the following address on or before 23
rd

 February, 2018: 

 

Please forward applications with reference or subject line indicating “Internal Auditor” to:  

 

The Manager 

TDC Human Resources Department 

P. O. Box 142 

Fort Street 

Basseterre, St. Kitts 

 

Tel: 869-465-2511 ext. 1178 │ Fax: 869-466-8803 

Email: hrd@tdcgroupltd.com 

Mini Olympics 
WILL be held at 

Mondo Track
By Monique Washington

This year’s “Mini 
Olympics” will finally be 
held the new Long Point 
Mondo Track March 28 
following a year-long 
delay for improvements 
deemed needed by the 
Minister of Education,

With the first phase 
of the EC$10 million 
MONDO track  com-
pleted, the Premier of 
Nevis and Minister of 
Education Hon Mark 
Brantley along with the 
Minister of Sports Hon 
Eric Evelyn are both in 
agreement that the Inter 
Primary School Athletic 
Meet will be held at the 
venue on March 28.

The Interprimary School 

Championship dubbed 
the Mini Olympics was 
slated to be held on 
the MONDO track last 
year however Minister 
in charge of Education, 
Hon. Vance Amory made 
the official announce-
ment days before the 
meet that he was not sat-
isfied that the track was 
in a state of readiness for 
the meet hence sending 
the venue back to the 
Elquemedo T. Willett 
Park.

The MONDO Track 
was built by LEFCO 
Construction Company 
and Surrey Paving and 
cost an estimated EC 
$10 million. 

The Premier along 
with other members 
of the Nevis Island 

Administration Cabinet 
toured the field. The 
Premier said that they 
were looking at the state 
of readiness and making 
preparations   to map out 
the last bits and pieces 
that needs to go in place, 
the bathroom etc.

“We really expect this 
year at least 10,000 peo-
ple in here for this meet. 
It’s going to be huge, for 
the inaugural event here 
at this venue…”, he said.

Brantley lauded proj-
ect manager Timothy 
Caines who has  been 
managing the venue 
from the beginning until 
present.

Minister of Sports 
Evenly said that he 
became ecstatic when 

walking into the Mondo 
Track. “It is a fantastic 
facility,” he said.  

“This venue is great for 
athletics in Nevis and 
the development  of the 
sporting in Nevis. I am 
happy and delighted 
that the Interprimary 
for 2018 will be hosted 
here,” he said.

In November 2017 
the track received 
certification from 

the International 
Association of Athletics 
Federations making it 
a Class 2 Facility .A 
Class 2 Facility means 
that Nevis can host any 
international athletic 
event sanctioned by 
the IAAF,  the govern-
ing body for athletics 
worldwide. The facility 
can host anything except 
the Olympic games or a 
world championship.

Project Manager Caines 

said  the facility is cur-
rently in phase two, the 
stadium and the parking 
facility. They are open-
ing with two sections of 
the stadium so it can be 
comfortable and safe for 
the Interprimary. The 
Grand Stand Stadium 
cannot be completed 
before Interprimary this 
year. “There is just not 
enough time,” he said.
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Local Artist to Release New Video
By Monique Washington

Nevis’ own dancehall/
reggae artist Darren 
“Ripper HD” Monzack 
is set to release his 
second video in March  
featuring his newest 
song “Welcome Home 
(Nevis) “ shot entirely 
in Nevis.

Monzack, who showed 
interest in music at a 
young age, has released 
a number of singles 
under the Spane Beats 
record label which was 
launched in February 
2017 through the ef-
fort of Hossien “Daddy 
Span” Brandy. Brandy, 
has made his mark in-
ternationally as the only 
Nevisian music produc-
er to produce an album 
with many international 
and local dancehall, 
reggae and Soca artists.

The Nevisian artist has 
also released a number 
of videos during his 

career  and has collabo-
rated with a number of 
artist in St Kitts and 
Nevis

Monzack  performed 
live for interna-
tional events during 
Culturama for two past  
years. He also had a 
single on the popular 
“Medz Rhythm” re-
leased last year.

Speaking with the 

Observer on Wednesday 
(February 14) mu-
sic producer Hossien 
Brandy noted Monzacks 
new song and music 
video is a is a glimpse in 
the life of Monzack and 
serves as a dedication to 
Nevis.  

Brandy said  he has been 
working with Monzack 
for the past three years. 
The single was mixed 
and mastered by Kamau 

Georges of the British 
Virgin Islands. “The 
idea of putting out the 
song ‘Welcome Home 
(Nevis)’ first was to get 
persons acquainted with 
the song leading up to 
the video,” Brandy said.

He said that video entire 
will be shot in Nevis and 

everything is already in 
place.

“The entire video will 
be filmed in Nevis be-
cause the song speaks 
of Nevis. I don’t think 
there will be one loca-
tion. We will try to get 
in as many locations 
in  Nevis as possible. 

The video will be shot 
by James Galloway,” 
Brandy said.

Brandy said that 
Monzack’s new single 
will be good tourist 
marketing tool to drum 
up interest in visiting 
Nevis.
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CHAPTER 2:12 “The Church 
must find its voice”

By Rev. Ron Daniel

It was C. G. Jung, a Swiss psychia-
trist and psychotherapist who penned 
the words “Your visions will become 
clear only when you can look into 
your own heart. Who looks outside, 
dreams; who looks inside, awakes”.  
It is critical then for us as a church to 
look inside if we are to be better and do 
better.  I say church broadly because 
I do not believe that this is a prob-
lem for just Wesleyans or Adventists 
or Anglicans or Pentecostals but the 
church in general as we have become 
too silent on issues that matter.  It 
has caused those who do not refer to 
themselves as Christians to look on 
in disbelief and to disabuse the utility 
of the church today.  This article pur-
ports to show how the church needs 
to find its voice as it relates to poli-
tics, its positions and its philanthropy.

Politics

There was once a time when the 
Evangelical Association and the 
Christian Council in both islands were 
active in having a voice in politics but 
sadly that voice has gone quiet.  The 
church must be highly commended 
for being part of drafting a Code for 
Politicians and Christians for elec-
tions in 2010.  The church was also ac-
tive in the past in ensuring there were 
observers for elections to bring some 
probity to the process.  We recently 
had a local election in Nevis and there 
were to my mind no independent ob-
servers of the voting process.  Over 
the last 18 months the conduct of the 
parliamentarians in the house has 
been extremely distasteful.  I have 
not heard the church speak to the im-
portance of the parliamentarians and 
the Speaker of the House conducting 
themselves like the role models they 
should be especially in full view of 
the public.  Another Federal election 
looms but there is some ambiguity as 
it relates to the boundaries.  It appears 
that there may be another boundaries 
commission.  Shouldn’t a member of 
the Christian Council or Evangelical 
Association be included to bring 
some transparency to the process?  Is 
the church minded to speak out about 
the fact that government after govern-
ment says in their manifesto that reli-
gious instruction will be included in 
the education curriculum if they win 
but we still have no religious educa-
tion today?  What is the church’s view 
on having a fixed election date or fly-
ing in people to vote or having non-
citizens voting in our elections?  Does 
the church have any position on con-
stitutional reform or do they see the 

constitution as presently constructed 
as best for the people of St Kitts and 
Nevis?  Indeed these are issues the 
church should consider as they find 
their voice.

Positions

The Church must not just see them-
selves as set apart from the world 
and jettison its role as the moral 
conscience of the nation.  If we look 
throughout St Kitts and Nevis we will 
see that a number of our pre-schools, 
primary schools, high schools and in 
some cases medical institutions are 
run by the church.  The church also 
has its members involved in all strata 
of society, government and NGOs 
alike.  I do not believe we are there by 
chance but there to give a voice.  The 
church must be able to speak out on 
the increasing nudity of the revellers 
during Carnival especially even when 
non-Christians have stated their dis-
gust with the costumes.  Interestingly 
enough one entertainer on Facebook 
posted words to the effect that he was 
surprised that Inception was going to 
be held on a Saturday night in the Park 
and that “we know how powerful the 
church is in this place”.  However, 
again the church said nothing.  The 
Government of St Kitts and Nevis 
has set up a commission to look into 
the decriminalization of marijuana.  
What is the position of the church 
on this?  We have seen immense vio-
lence against women which has been 
concomitant with a steady increase 
in murders in the Federation over the 
last two years but again the church 
has been silent.  I believe the church-
es have said things from their pulpits 
but they need to make their positions 

public since the church also has an 
obligation to the general public as its 
moral compass.  According to a 2016 
report by Transparency International, 
the countries in the Caribbean were 
increasingly corrupt over the last 
twelve months.  The report stated that 
“bribery represents a significant bar-
rier to accessing key public services, 
particularly for the most vulnerable in 
society”.  The organization identified 
one of the main corruption challenges 
facing the Caribbean include “col-
lusion among business and political 
elites affecting procurement process-
es”.   The report further went on to 
state the need for “removing political 
immunity for corruption related cas-
es, strengthen the police investigative 
capacity” among other things.  While 
the report did not single out St Kitts 
and Nevis, it certainly did not exclude 
it.  Who is better to lead or join the 
campaign for transparency than the 
church?  Indeed there is enough prec-
edent in the Bible for social activists 
like Amos and Micah who were quick 
to speak out about injustices in soci-
ety. It is for the church to let its voice 
be heard in the country by ensuring its 
positions are known and acted upon.    

Philanthropy

The church has also been cast in a 
bad light because the public presup-
poses that it is not involved in help-
ing people or doing its best to stymie 
crime et al.  The truth is the church in 
general has spent quite a bit of money 
and time in being an agent of social 
change and a beacon of hope to so 
many but does not speak about it.  A 

number of churches for example have 
paid for their students to do exams, 
buy uniforms, pay for medication and 
groceries, text books, find housing for 
its people and provide jobs in many 
areas.  My church for example as part 
of our REACH Program is partnering 
with the NHLDC to adopt a playfield 
in the Shaws Road Area and provide 
play equipment for a Children Park.   
I know the Anglican Church has 
been keen in leading the Charlestown 
Scouts and the Basseterre Wesleyan 
Holiness Church wrote a grant to 
partner with the European Union un-
der a Program called Operation Save 
Our Youth (SOY) which was aimed 
at providing home work help for 
many children of the Basseterre Area 
in Camps and Shadwell among other 
things.  These are just a handful of the 
programs done by various churches 
but again the church is too quiet about 
it so people wrongly presume that the 
church does nothing.  If more people 
know that the church is providing real 
practical assistance to the community 
then more people will be encouraged 
to attend the church and speak of its 
propitious endeavours.  

I believe that the church must realise 
the “fierce urgency of now”.  While 
the church in general and various 
churches in their various denomina-
tions must deliberate on what they 
think is best for the church to speak 
on, I believe this article provides 
some options for it to choose.  This 
article seeks not to dictate to the 
church what it should speak on but I 
am to hope that it catapults the church 
to action. Selah.
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Brantley Lists 
2018 Goals 

for Nevis

Nevis Premier Mark Brantley, in his first budget 
address, outlined some of his goals during 2018.

“We seek to meet the challenges of an uncertain 
future, there is need for creativity and the adoption 
of new programs and initiatives to cope with an 
ever changing environment. Twenty-Eighteen will 
witness the implementation of the following new 
initiatives.”

Commencement of the discussion on Legislative 
changes to the VAT and CIT Legislation to increase 
revenue base in Nevis

Continuation of the road rehabilitation works in 
Brown Hill and commencement of road works in 
Craddock Road and Bath Village

Procurement of a CT Scan machine to comple-
ment the array of services presently offered at the 
Alexandra Hospital

Launching of the Youth  Agri-preneurship 
Incubator Program to build awareness and promote 
Agriculture especially among our youths

Launching of the Small Business Development 
Centre to promote innovative entrepreneurial 
development

Appointing a Lawyer to assist the police with the 
prosecution of criminal cases

Establishing an Information Technology 
Department to advance our country’s ICT 
development

Further upgrades to our education infrastructure to 
fully implement the TVET Program

Fully implementing the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) as set by the United Nations to ad-
vance the socio-economic wellbeing of our people

“These are just a few of the programs my govern-
ment intends to implement during this fiscal pe-
riod. Truly exciting times lie ahead for our island,” 
Premier Brantley said.
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Government Release New Plans for 
Carnival Village Improvements

By Loshaun Dixon

The Taiwanese 
Government received 
a special mention of 
appreciation from the 
Government of St. Kitts 
and Nevis in receiving 
an official design for the 
renovation of Carnival 
Village that will have 
it transformed into a 
multipurpose facility.  
However, it was noted 
one issue has evolved re-
garding a smaller seating 
capacity than planned.

Speaking at a Carnival 
Town hall last week 
Minister of Culture, Hon. 
Shawn Richards stated 
that in 2017 the govern-
ment received assistance 
from the Republic of 
China (Taiwan) in secur-
ing the proper architect.

” What I can say is that the 

Ministry during course 
of last year we were able 
to get assistance from 
the Taiwanese govern-
ment in identifying an 
architect to look at the 
current carnival city and 
to give us a design for 
a facility that will not 
only become the home 
for carnival show but 
a home for basketball 
netball volleyball per-
forming arts and office 
space,” Richards said.

He stated that the com-
pany doing the designs 
was the same organiza-
tion that designed the 
Nevis Performing Arts 
Centre. Headed that in 
late November the ar-
chitect came back to the 
ministry with a concep-
tual design of the facility.

Giving details on 
the proposed design 
Richards said it also 

feature office spaces, 
meeting room and a stu-
dio. “The ground floor 
will be a multi-purpose 
area that could house 
volleyball, basketball 
and netball and a pull 
out stage among others. 
On the first floor there 
will be an arts and crafts 
area, conference room, 
meeting rooms, five of-
fices, teaching area and 
studio.”

Richards added that on 
the second floor there 
will be a VIP area, 
consisting of offices, a 
broadcast area, among 
other spaces.

He however noted that 
the government was not 
satisfied with the capac-
ity in the designs and 
asked the designers to 
improve in that regard. 
“When the design was 
presented to the Ministry 

we were not too happy 
with the seating capacity 
and we asked the archi-
tect to make an increase 
and we are waiting an 
update on that plan.

He continued, “The plan 
submitted provides for 
a seating capacity total-
ling 1,210 persons we 

are not satisfied with 
that amount and so we 
have said to the architect 
that seating capacity to 
accommodate around 
3,000 persons would be 
the preference. 

“This is what we are 
looking at in terms of the 
future home for carnival, 

performing arts and 
sporting activities which 
I would have named,” 
Richards indicated.

He however, did not give 
a timeline or cost for the 
project and indicated 
that carnival maybe held 
in the Warner Park crick-
et stadium later this year.
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LIQUOR LICENCES 

ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A
To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’
To the Superintendent of Police.
I, Oscar Walters
Now residing in Cades Bay Street in 
the town or village of Charlestown 
Nevis do hereby give you notice 

That it is my intention to apply on 
7th Day of February  2018 next to the 
District Magistrate 
At Charlestown  for a Liquor Licence 
in respect of my 
Premises in Stoney Grove

Dated this 7th day of February 2018.
Signed: O Walters

LIQUOR LICENCES 

ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A
To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’

To the Superintendent of Police.

I, Burnett Thompson

Now residing at Brown Hill in  Parish of 
ST. John  do hereby give you notice 

That it is my intention to apply on  27th 
Day of July 2017  next to the District 
Magistrate 

At Charlestown  for a Liquor Licence in 
respect of my 

Premises in Brown Hill  in St John’s Parish

Dated this 13th day of June, 2017.

Signed: BThompson

LIQUOR LICENCES 

ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’

To the Superintendent of Police.

I, Purcell Ferguson

Now residing in _________ Street in the 
town or village of Farms Estate, Nevis do 
hereby give you notice 

That it is my intention to apply on  Today, 
14th Day of February 2018  next to the 
District Magistrate 

At Charlestown  for a Retail Liquor 
Licence in respect of my 

Premises in  --- Street in Stoney Grove

Dated this 14th day of February, 2018.

Signed: SJeffers

LIQUOR LICENCES 

ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’

To the Superintendent of Police.

I, Kirson Gerald 

Now residing in _____ Street in the Town 
or Village of Government Road do here-
by give you notice 

That it is my intention to apply on  6th 
February 2018  

Day of 6th February 2018 next to the 
District Magistrate

At Charlestown for a Retail Liquor 
Licence in respect of my

Premises in Cedar Trees Street _______

Dated this 6th day of February, 2018.

Signed: K Gerald
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CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS  
REAL ESTATE  REAL ESTATE  EMPLOYMENT  EMPLOYMENT  REAL ESTATE  REAL ESTATE  EMPLOYMENT  EMPLOYMENT

Cashier Needed

VACANCY
One Waitress
Tel: 469-5817

NEEDED
One Autobody Repair Man

One Mechanic 
Telephone :661-2777

VACANCY
One Bartender
Tel:664-6446

WANTED
FITNESS TRAINER WITH COMPUTER EXPERIENCE

F.I.T. WELLNESS CENTER
CONTACT: 469-3481 OR 662-8749

VACANCY
At Tara’s Beauty Salon

One Hairdresser
Contact:766-0332

FOR SALE
1 Acre Land t Upper Ramsbury 
Contact: 661-1979/663-4971

VACANCY
One Kitchen Helper
Contact: 664-6446

VACANCY
One Wood Work Person

Contact: 668-3611/668-1514

Land For Sale
Suitable For Dwelling House Or Investment

Jones Housing Estate - 21,780 sq.ft.
Lovely Ocean and Mountain views

Contact:869469-1880/ 662-8067/662-4675

LIQUOR LICENCES 
ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’

To the Superintendent of Police.

I, Dexter Harley

Now residing in Bricklin  Street in the town or 
village of Bricklin, do hereby give you notice 

That it is my intention to apply on   February 
20th .

Day of 2018 next to District Magistrate

At Charlestown  for a Retail  Licence in re-
spect of my 

Premises in  Main Street in New Castle

Dated This 7th day of Feb 2018

Signed: DHarley

GROWING TOTS DAYCARE SERVICES IS NOW 
ACCEPTING REGISTRATION FOR KIDS FROM 
2MONTHS TO 2 YEARS. OPENS FROM 7AM - 

530PM. CALL 669 8101 OR 763 8101.

VACANCY
One Cook & Server

Telephone:469-5817

VACANCY 
One Carpenter needed
Telephone : 469-2366

FOR SALE
1994 Suzuki Escudo

Telephone :669-0889

VACANCY
One High Skill Painter
Five Years Experience
Telephone :665-9523

From the Supervisor of Elections: 
Issue 42 – The objection process.

February is an important month 
in the electoral calendar.  It is the 
month when the public has an op-
portunity to object to names on 
the registry. Interestingly, it is the 
politicians themselves who mostly 
object.

The result of an objection is either 
an allowance of it or a disallow-
ance, there is no middle ground. 
An allowed objection results in 
a removal of the name from the 
register, while for a disallowed 
objection, the name remains as is.  
Objections are usually to constitu-
ency, but can be to polling division 

also.  This is particularly critical to 
Nevis where the correct constituen-
cy but incorrect polling division has 
implications for the Nevis Island 
Administration elections when the 
Federal list of three constituen-
cies is divided into the five Nevis 
districts.

The person who makes the objec-
tion is required to give evidence and 
be questioned about the nature of 
the objection.  The person objected 
to is invited to attend the meeting, 
and has the right to be represented 
(whether present or not).  The in-
vitation is sent via registered mail, 
often backed up by telephone calls 
and personal conversations.  Some 
were even published on our face-
book page.

A voter shall remain registered un-
less and until his or her name is de-
leted from the Register because an 
objection to his or her registration 
has been allowed. (section 39 of 
Part III of the Act).  When an objec-
tion has been allowed, the registra-
tion officer shall transmit a record 
of his or her determination to the 
Chief Registration Officer. (section 
45 op cit). The Chief Registration 
Officer shall make all additions to 
the appropriate monthly lists and 

shall make removals therefrom in 
consequence of any action taken un-
der section 39 or 45 and shall pub-
lish as soon after the fifteenth day 
of the next succeeding month (and 
in any case not later than the last 
day of each such month) the cor-
rected monthly lists as the revised 
monthly lists of voters. (section 46).

The objection is filed on Form No 
8 and a hearing is scheduled in the 
constituency.  This notice is sent to 
the objector and the objectee about 
the time and place for the hearing.  
It is a meeting which the agents of 
political parties or candidates can 
attend if they wish.  Where the reg-
istration of any person has been ob-
jected to on the basis of his or her 
address, the Registration Officer 
may, before considering the objec-
tion, carry out an investigation and 
visit the address in question for the 
purpose of ascertaining whether the 
person resides there.(section 24(3) 
of Part IV of the Act).  It helps that 
the Registration Officer is from the 
area and therefore familiar with the 
situation.  Sometimes, we go the ex-
tra mile to investigate further before 
a decision is made.

A voter has a right to appeal to a 
Judge of the High Court against any 

decision of a registration officer on 
an objection which has been consid-
ered by him or her, provided that no 
appeal shall lie where an objector 
has not availed himself or herself of 
his or her opportunity as provided 
by this Act, of being heard by the 
registration officer on the claim or 
objection. (my emphasis).

A Court action against the elec-
toral office was brought on the 16th 
December, 2017.  Others appear to 
be pending.  The gist of the case 
was that persons claimed that were 
not served notice, did not know, and 
were never communicated to, about 
an objection to their registration. 
Some gave affidavits to this effect. 
They claimants said that they did 
not to know the law required them 
to transfer their registration or face 
objection and removal.  The claim-
ants attorney, himself a politician, 
participated in the hearings and 
had persons removed, similar to the 
ones he challenged.

The result of the Court action was 
that a compromise was reached 
whereby some of the names were 
returned to the register, as there was 
no time to challenge the claimants 
or call witnesses.   

Help Wanted
Bar Assistance

Telephone: 765-0909

House For Rent
3 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms

Hot & Cold Water, Fully Furnish,
Call:469-5723 664-3077 665-1025
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Increased Employment 
One of many Claims in 

Brantley’s Budget Speech
Increased employment 
from an expanding 
economy and upgrades 
to public facilities 
were highlighted by 
Nevis Premier Mark 
Brantley’s during his 
maiden budget speech 

to a packed Nevis Island 
Assembly Monday 
February 12.

Among the accomplish-
ments listed were:

Continued to take steps 

to advance our economy 
resulting in increased 
employment for our 
people

Upgraded a number of 
our sporting facilities in-
cluding the construction 

of new stadium at the 
VOJN Playfield
Constructed and donat-
ed a number of homes 
for our elderly and other 
vulnerable members of 

our society

Commenced the process 
for providing upscale 
facilities for our Water 
Taxi operators

Continued to secure 
scholarships and other 
training opportunities 
for our students

Started reconstruction 
work on the Treasury 
Building Complex and 
the Alexandra Hospital 
Expansion Project.

Completed the first 
phase of affordable 
housing at Maddens

Procured and commis-
sioned a new 3.8 mega-
watt generator for the 
Prospect Power Station

Completed major reha-
bilitation works at our 
two secondary schools 
and the Gingerland Pre 
School

Renovated and en-
hanced the Cultural 
Village, now 

transformed into a first 
class venue.

On the environment, 
Brantley said, “The is-
sue of global warming 
continues to pose a se-
rious challenge to us as 
small island developing 
states in achieving our 
goals of a stable growth 
rate. The increasing in-
cidents of hurricane and 
other natural disasters 
pose a real danger of 
eroding the gains we 
have made in a very 
short time.

“Our neighbors in 
Barbuda, St Martin, 
Dominica, Anguilla, the 
British Virgin Islands 
and the US Virgin 
Islands can all attest to 
this. Global warming is 
not of our own doing. 
Nevertheless, we shall 
continue to take steps 
to make our economy 
more resilient so that it 
can better withstand the 
negative shocks from 
these natural disasters.”
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Crime: We Must Prevent Civil 
Breakdown…Nevis Premier Brantley

Nevis Premier Mark 
Brantley cites the pros-
pect of civil breakdown 
and gang violence as 
major challenges to be 
tackled by his govern-
ment. The Concerned 
Citizens Movement 
leader spoke of these 
issues during his 

maiden budget address 
to the Nevis Assembly 
February 12.

The matter of crime 
continues to be a trou-
bling issue about which 
my Administration 
is deeply concerned. 
Safety and security 

must be the paramount 
duty of any government 
and my government in-
tends to continue to take 
this duty very seriously.

We have outlined our 
expectations to police 
officials and will con-
tinue to inquire of their 

plans as they are the 
ones charged with find-
ing ways and means to 
curb crime and keep the 
people of Nevis safe. 
I wish to assure them 
that they have our full-
est support. However, 
I implore them to dem-
onstrate the required 

effort so that our people 
can have the necessary 
confidence that they are 
safe in their communi-
ties and in their homes.

My government is also 
very concerned over the 
apparent level of an-
ger among our people. 
This is already mani-
festing itself in various 
forms of hate crimes 
and physical abuse 
among our people, es-
pecially our women. We 
are sadly developing a 
culture of persons will-
ing to take matters into 
their own hands and 
settle disputes through 
violent methods. The 
issue of gang violence 
is still prevalent within 
our various communi-
ties and is one of the 
challenges that my gov-
ernment will have to 
confront.

My government will 
continue to commit the 
necessary resources in 
our fight to rid com-
munities of criminal 
activities.

To support the work of 
the security services, we 
will continue the ongo-
ing works to expand 
the CCTV program 
beyond the environs of 
Charlestown to ensure 
island wide coverage. 
We shall also shortly 
construct a modern 
command and control 
centre for the island 

wide CCTV program.

Additionally, it is mat-
ter of deep concern that 
many of the perpetra-
tors of crimes are able 
to escape conviction. It 
is the view of many that 
the underlying reason is 
that these crimes are not 
prosecuted by officials 
with the correct mix 
of legal and technical 
skills. Against this back-
drop, my government 
shall seek to allocate 
more technical resourc-
es to our prosecution 
system. We will appoint 
a lawyer to work spe-
cifically with the Police 
Force in Nevis and the 
Office of the Director 
of Public Prosecutions 
who will deal specifi-
cally with the prosecu-
tion of criminal matters.

We must take a firm 
stance as we seek to 
grapple with this issue 
of crime which if not 
brought under control 
will negatively impact 
our economic growth 
and development. We 
cannot effectively de-
velop as a country un-
less we can maintain 
peace and stability and 
reduce criminal activity 
in our communities.

Criminal activities left 
unchecked will only 
serve to erode all the 
gains we would have 
made as a people and as 
a country over the years.
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PM Harris Give 
Traffic Lights 
Green Light

By loshaun Dixon

Prime Minister of St. 
Kitts and Nevis the Hon. 
Dr. Timothy Harris, 
giving the thumbs-up 
sign, officially turned 
on the Traffic lights in 
Basseterre for use this 
week in front of a large 
cheering crowd.

The historic installation 
and use of traffic lights 
culminates a year of 
preparatory work and is 
set to efficiently man-
age traffic in the busier 
areas of Basseterre.

Speaking at a brief com-
missioning ceremony 
Minister of Transport 
the Hon. Ian ‘Patches’ 
Liburd noted that after 
studying traffic on the 
island action want ought 
to have been taken.

“We looked at the traffic 
here in St. Kitts and be-
lieve it or not, we have 
almost 30,000 vehicles 
in St. Kitts and more are 
coming. We are not into 
banning of vehicles be-
cause we believe people 
first and if you want to 
buy a vehicle you have 
a choice.”

To this end Liburd stat-
ed that the traffic lights 
were identified as an ef-
ficient way to manage 
traffic in the capital city. 
“So, we want to improve 
the traffic management, 

and this is what these 
traffic signals are go-
ing to do – improve the 
traffic management and 
improve the safety on 
the roads. 

We have also taken into 
consideration you the 
pedestrians. It would be 
safer for you to use the 
pedestrian crossings,” 
he continued.

Liburd was also confi-
dent that after the public 
have familiarized them-
selves with the lights 
they will be requesting 
for more to be installed 
in other areas. He said, 
“Because of our finan-
cial constraints we had 
to do phase one but 
when you have tested 
these lights tell me so 
I can tell the Prime 
Minister phase 2 must 
start now.”

Managing Director for 
ADeB Consultants, 
Martell Lee, the com-
pany responsible for 
the project thanked the 
Minister for his patience 
during the period when 
the installation had been 
delayed.

He said they did a com-
prehensive study on the 
main intersections and 
identified these three in-
tersections as the areas 
needing attention. “We 
have done the study at 
Minister Liburd’s re-
quest we have looked at 

traffic throughout the is-
lands main intersections 
and we have done a full 
scope of work and a 
full report and we have 
identified the main areas 
that warrants immediate 
attention and immediate 
implementation of this 
infrastructure.”

He added that this is the 
most modern of type of 
this equipment found 
anywhere and is “mili-
tary grade equipment 
and probably the most 
robust that you will 
find.”
He continued, “We have 
also ensured that the 
lighting and equipment 
are to the highest specs; 
the signals are LED, the 
controls are probably 
the most modern.”

The lights are mounted 
on Fort Street, Cayon 
Street, Victoria Road, 
the Bay Road, as well 
as Wellington Road 
and East Independence 
Square Street. The 
current traffic lights 
mounted around 
Basseterre are only 
phase one of the project 
which cost an estimated 
USD$572,000.

Since the official com-
missioning some motor-
ists have had difficulty 
adjusting to the new pa-
rameters of driving 
including restriction 
around Basseterre.
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Team Unity Celebrates 
Three Years in Office

By Loshaun Dixon

Leader of Team Unity 
and Prime Minister 
of St. Kitts and Nevis 
the Hon. Dr. Timothy 
Harris indicated the 
party  will be celebrat-
ing its third anniver-
sary with an extended 

week of activities under 
the theme: “Opening 
Doors and Creating 
O p p o r t u n i t i e s 
through Service and 
Empowerment”. 

“Our Team Unity 
Administration has kept 
faith with our people, 

giving dutiful and un-
wavering service to 
all the people of St. 
Kitts and Nevis. Three 
years into our first 
five-year mandate the 
Government of National 
Unity has successfully 
opened the doors of a 
number of projects that 

are ground breaking and 
pioneering for our coun-
try,” Dr, Harris said.

PM Harris described 
St. Kitts and Nevis as 
one of the best man-
aged small island states 
that has achieved glob-
al recognition. “My 

Government will ensure 
dignified care of our cit-
izens and residents from 
the cradle-to-grave. Our 
solemn commitment 
to this pledge was a 
guiding force when we 
removed the 17 per-
cent VAT from food, 
medicines, educational 
supplies and funeral ex-
penses. That same com-
mitment is a guiding 
force in the construction 
of the state-of-the-art 
EC$2.4 million-dollar 
health centre being built 
in Tabernacle through 
the financial assistance 
of the Republic of China 
(Taiwan), “he said.

He also identified some 
of the activities slated 
to commemorate the 
occasion.

“This year, our full slate 
of activities runs from 
Thursday, February 
15th to Sunday, 
February 25th and in-
cludes two church ser-
vices, one on the 18th 
in Nevis and the other 
on the 25th in St. Kitts; 
a gospel concert; a 
National Volunteer Day 
on Saturday, February 
17th; a National College, 
Health and Career Fair 
in Independence Square 
on Friday, February 
23rd; as well as the offi-
cial opening of the ICT 
Centre and the launch of 
another exciting series 
of town hall meetings, 
among other initiatives.

“On Friday, February 
23rd, we will 
launch the National 
Health Insurance 

I m p l e m e n t a t i o n 
Commission, which 
represents a major step 
toward establishing uni-
versal health insurance 
coverage in St. Kitts 
and Nevis. National 
Health Insurance re-
mains a top priority for 
my Government be-
cause we believe that 
no one should have to 
declare bankruptcy be-
cause of an expensive 
illness, neither should 
anyone skip having a 
potentially life-saving 
scan or other procedure 
because of the cost,” he 
disclosed.

Dr Harris was however, 
thankful for what his ad-
ministration was able to 
achieve. He said, “For 
all of our achievements 
over the past three years 
we say “To God be the 
Glory, great things He 
has done.” 

“We are also confident 
that God, in His di-
vine providence, will 
continue to do great 
things through our 
Government, for the 
good of our Country. 
We are committed to 
leading through service, 
while fostering a sense 
of unity and solidarity 
among all of the people. 
May God bless our 
beautiful Federation of 
St. Kitts and Nevis?”

The Team Unity admin-
istration was elected 
to office on February 
3, 2015 succeeding a 
20 year reign of the 
St. Kitts Nevis Labour 
Party.
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Ritz-Carlton Hotel to Locate on St. 
Kitts’ South-Eastern Peninsula 

Creating Up to 250 Jobs
The upscale Ritz-Carlton 
hotel chain has announced 
it will be constructing a 
resort at the south-eastern 
peninsula of St. Kitts with 
an opening expected in 
2021. The announcement 

came on the heels of the 
Federation being named 
in the news media as 
the place to be in the 
Caribbean during 2018.

This will be the chain’s 

first development in 
the Federation and 
Ritz-Carlton officials 
expressed their excite-
ment at the prospect. 
“We are excited to bring 
The Ritz-Carlton brand 

to the stunning island of 
St. Kitts and are happy 
to have found the right 
opportunity to do so,” 
said Lisa Holladay, 
Global Brand Leader for 
The Ritz-Carlton. “This 

collaboration will help 
meet the increased de-
mand for luxury travel 
offerings on St. Kitts and 
we look forward to wel-
coming guests to experi-
ence The Ritz-Carlton’s 
legendary service set 
against such a breathtak-
ing backdrop.”

The Ritz-Carlton resort, 
which will include 125 
suites plus 25 branded vil-
las and residences, will be 
located on the picturesque 
Southeast Peninsula 
of the island facing the 
Caribbean Sea. From 
this location there is easy 
access to the Robert L. 
Bradshaw International 
Airport, the UNESCO 
World Heritage Site of 
Brimstone Hill, down-
town Basseterre and the 
local beaches of both lee-
ward and windward sides 
of the Caribbean Sea. 

The resort will offer a 
wide range of amenities 
including a luxury spa, 
several swimming pools 
set within the lush tropical 
landscape, and spectacu-
lar indoor and outdoor 
dining facilities and meet-
ing spaces.

“We are delighted to see 
this first step in what will 
be a major project on 
the Southeast Peninsula 
of the island,” said The 
Honourable Lindsay Fitz-
Patrick Grant, minister 
of Tourism, International 
Trade, Industry and 
Commerce for St. Kitts. 
“We have maintained our 
focus on enhancing our 

tourism offerings and we 
are committed to ensur-
ing sustainable invest-
ment and employment in 
St. Kitts. I am elated that 
we have such an eminent 
group working together 
on this project in what 
is surely going to be one 
of the best resorts in the 
Caribbean.”

The Ritz-Carlton resort 
will be the anchor of a 
larger development proj-
ect led by The Liamuiga 
Corporation in as-
sociation with Jim 
Wrightsman, Principal 
of the development 
management firm The 
JSW|Group. The exciting 
multi-phased project is 
situated on a stunningly 
picturesque 254-acre site 
fronting two sides of the 
Caribbean Sea. The proj-
ect design team includes 
talented local profession-
als and consultants and 
an award-winning col-
laboration of the Coleman 
Partners Architects, Three 
Architecture Inc. and 
Marzipan Interior Design.

The Ritz-Carlton resort 
is estimated to create 300 
jobs on the island during 
construction, with a fur-
ther expected 250 jobs 
once the resort is opera-
tional. “We are delighted 
to be working with the 
government of St. Kitts 
and we are excited to 
help bring the iconic 
Ritz-Carlton brand to this 
exclusive destination,” 
said William Anderson, 
Managing Director of The 
Liamuiga Corporation.
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BEAD for a ten (10) 
year period”.  

Continuing in the bud-
get Brantley said that 
they will  eliminate the 
random policy of grant-
ing duty free vehicles to 
business entities

“Mr. President, we will 
eliminate the random 
policy of granting duty 
free vehicles to busi-
ness entities unless it 

can be proven that the 
vehicle is essential for 
the business to operate. 
The deciding test will 
be whether the absence 
of a vehicle will makes 
the business cease to ex-
ist,” he said.

He noted that Duty free 
concessions will only be 
granted to startup busi-
nesses on the purchase 
of furniture and equip-
ment only while exist-
ing businesses should 
now be in a position to 
provide adequate fund-
ing for replacement of 
capital items when they 
are fully depreciated.

“ In addition, my gov-
ernment will no longer 
continue the policy of 

granting concessions to 
or contracting services 
from business entities 
which are continuously 
in arrears of taxes to 
the Inland Revenue 
Department. Suitable 
arrangements for pay-
ment would have to be 
in place before such en-
tities can be considered 
for further concessions 
or contracts.”

Premier Brantley said 
that  his government 
will also review rates 

charged across the 
health sector which 
will include the dis-
posal of garbage at the 
landfill, review of fees 
and charges in relation 
to the operations of ve-
hicular traffic on roads 
,greater measures to 
improve our collection 
of Property Taxes and 
expedite the registration 
of newly constructed 
property to the tax roll.

Measures to improve 
our collection of 
Property Taxes and ex-
pedite the registration 
of newly constructed 
property to the tax roll.

Dates for implementa-
tion have not yet been 
revealed.

Good and Bad of Budget CONT’D

CONT’D FROM PAGE 3
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