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Hamilton aims for better access to 
healthcare with national Insurance

By Loshaun Dixon

Minister of health 
and Health, National 
Health Insurance the 
Hon. Eugene Hamilton 
is targeting better ac-
cess to health care for 
citizens of St. Kitts 
and Nevis with the 
launch of the National 
Health Insurance 
I m p l e m e n t a t i o n 
Commission.

Hamilton said that far 
too often many in the 
Federation have been 
burdened with medical 
bills when taken ill and 
have to go on fund rais-
ing initiatives just source 
the funds needed for the 
required treatment and 
those failing to do have 
fallen victim to their ill-
ness. “Haemodialysis 
in this Federation cost 
$125,000 per year. What 

if the private insurance 
decides you are a bad 
risk and cancels your 
coverage then what?”

He then described lack 
of health insurance 
as a nightmare being 
faced by real people. 
“Naturally when reality 
hits, people turn to the 
government, which the 
government’s Treasury 
can be the medical ATM 
for all people.”

Hamilton then remem-
bered some individuals 
who had suffered from 
various diseases and 
could not come up with 
the funds to get the req-
uisite treatment and suf-
fered as a result.

 “It always tugs at my 
heart when I think of 
poor Livingston Griffin 
from keys village, a 
young man at 34 who 

had an operation, a suc-
cessful one at the hospi-
tal here and then he was 
told you have to seek 21 
cycles of chemotherapy 
in Trinidad and Tobago 
for a cost of over 30 
thousand US dollars. 

“Poor Mr Griffin, an 
ordinary fisherman, he 
couldn’t go to fish while 
he was sick and I saw 
that young man suffer 
a very painful death at 
age 34 just because it 
couldn’t access health 
care.”

He continued, “Then 
at 31 young Akilah 
Dore, a person who was 
working for the public 
service, had not prop-
erly enrolled because 
of something and was 
stricken with cancer and 
had to travel to Antigua 
to that Centre there. I re-
called when she called 

me on the phone and 
said Minister I have to 
come back home they’re 
not doing any work on 
me because I do have it 
$9000 US dollars. I had 
to call the principals of 
that institution and say 
you have to treat that 
lady even if I have to 
raise the money myself 
in St Kitts.” 

Hamilton also spoke 
of a former Olympian 
Deonte Foster who had 
to get one of his legs 
amputated after he was 
diagnosed of cancer and 
is now seeking a pros-
thetic leg.

“I don’t know how na-
tional insurance will 
help him but I trust that 
we can give some assis-
tance to national insur-
ance as well. And then 
of course I was in hos-
pital on Sunday visiting 
and there was 29 year 
old  young man with his 
kidneys gone. He needs 
hemodialysis every day 
perhaps for the rest of 
his life and he doesn’t 

have it.

“I looked at the poor 
man sitting in the hos-
pital weeping away and 
thought all of us have to 
help. Twenty-nine and 
his kidneys are gone,” 
Hamilton said.

The Minister added his  
government places a 
very high premium on 
adequate social protec-
tion in all forms. “That 
will be of benefit partic-
ularly to develop those 
who, but for the efforts 
of a caring government, 
would be left to struggle 
hopelessly and perhaps 
helplessly to fend for 
themselves against all 
odds.”

He added that  when he 
reflects about those who 
suffer because of lack 
of resources he looks 
back to 1992 when “the 
imaginative minds of 
unprecedented relief 
to ordinary public ser-
vants. “I say further 
that it is the imaginative 
minds of the present 

day administration with 
broad public support 
that would again take 
health care delivery to 
another level 26 years 
later.”

Hamilton explained that 
this new initiative will 
be a process of hard 
and honest reflection of 
the best way to ensure 
all will have access to 
high quality affordable 
healthcare. “People 
should not have to de-
lay a needed procedure 
because they have no 
money. People should 
not suffer the humilia-
tion of this and pensions 
being wiped out by 
medical bills or buying 
a needed prescription 
drug or procedure 

“People dying for lack 
of funds is problematic 
and inhumane. The time 
has come therefore to 
make some decisions 
about the design ele-
ments of our universal 
health insurance pro-
gram,” he said.



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday March 2nd, 2018LOCAL NEWS Page:3

Drugs, Guns, Ammo 
Trial Underway

By Monique Washington 

The trial of three defendants in a 
Nevis drug and gun possession case is 
set to be concluded Tuesday (March 
5) at the Charlestown Magistrate’s 
Court.

Watisha Browne, Natasha Rawlins 
and Dwayne ‘Fireman’ Freeman 
appeared before the Magistrate 
Yasmine Clarke Tuesday and plead-
ed not guilty to possession of canna-
bis with intent to supply, possession 
of cannabis, importation of a  fire-
arm, possession of eight rounds of 
9mm ammunition and possession 
of a firearm. They were all repre-
sented by attorney Natash Grey. All 
offences were committed on July 8 
2017 in Rawlins Village.  

Browne and Rawlins were granted 
bail following their arraignment 
while Freeman was denied bail and 
remanded to Her Majesty’s prison 
in St. Kitts pending the outcome of 
the trial.

The Police Prosecution headed by 
Inspector Eurita Collins- Percival 
presented four witness, one of which 
was lead investigator Corporal 
Darriel Boon.

He testified that on the early morn-
ing of July 8 2017 , he and number 
of police officers obtained and ex-
ecuted a search warrant on the home 
of Freeman and Rawlins in Rawlins 
Village Gingerland.  Browne, the 
girlfriend of Freeman was also in 
the home at the time .He said that 
upon knocking on the front door, 
Freeman opened and allowed the 
police to come in and do their 
search. Boon said that he became 

suspicious when Freeman sat on a 
sofa chair and said “Boon do you 
ting”.

He said that Browne  was sent in a 
lower room with Rawlins and two 
juvenile children while the search 
was conducted in the presence of 
Freeman.

Boon said that his search began 
with the sofa chair and when he 
placed his hand under the cushion 
of the chair he found the gun. Upon 
further search of the chair  he found 
a black plastic bag with two ziplock 
plastic bags which contained a to-
tal of 56 small bags with what ap-
peared to be cannabis. Along with 
the suspect cannabis EC$150 was 
also found in the black plastic  bag.

After the weapon was found all 
three were called in the same room 
and asked about the gun. Boon al-
leges that Freeman said the gun was 
his. Boon however was unable to 
record a confession from Freeman.

Another noticeable testimony came 
from firearm expert for the Royal St. 
Christopher and Nevis Police Force 
,Damian Challenger. He noted that 
the firearm which was found in the 
Rawlins/Freeman home and handed 
over to him for ballistic is mostly 
carried by Commissioned Officers 
in the Republic of Korea Armed 
Forces while the ammunition found 
in the home is designed to create 
greater damage upon impact.

The hearing ended leaving the police 
prosecution to call its last witness 
and for the defense to present its 
case. The case is set to continue on 
Tuesday March 5 at the Magistrate 
Court in Charlestown.

Judicial Review
Good journalism and good editor-
ship require an accurate presentation 
of the facts and an acknowledgement 
that currency should be given to such 
differing views that may, within rea-
son, arise from those facts.  Opinions 
based on erroneous facts should be 
corrected.

In the Editorial of our Observer of 
February 2nd 2017 we reflected upon 
the order of the Court following the 
Judicial Review of the planning ap-
proval of the HTRIP Candy site in a 
case brought by ‘a billionaire citizen’ 
against the Nevis Director of Physical 
Planning.  If the public is left with the 
editorial and no reasoned rebuttal, 
they will not understand what has ac-
tually  happened, nor what is impor-
tant and what is not.

A quick summary of the background.  
Mrs. Anne Bass, the owner of Tower 
Hill Estate came to Nevis several 
years ago and immediately estab-
lished her bona fides, as a philanthro-
pist actively attempting to find out 
what would be beneficial for Nevis 
and to provide it.  Her interest was in 
the environment and the people, and 
in sustainable agriculture generally 
and at Tower Hill.  To that end, she 
has funded a number of scholarships 
to Earth University in Costa Rica, 
and brought in marine consultants to 
advise on reef renovation and regen-
eration at Long Haul Bay and Pinneys 
Beach.  The restoration scheme that 
emerged from these consultations 
was taken up enthusiastically by poli-
ticians Brantley, Jeffers and Evelyn.  
Their comments included ‘The reefs 
are critical to our island life, our fish 
stock, our living, our tourism prod-
uct, our ecosystem’ and ‘I am excited 
about the project and look forward to 
my Ministry collaborating with you’.

We need reefs, as natural barriers 
against the sea, as nurseries for fish.  
A reef is built of live coral.  Land 
run off bearing silt and toxic residues 
kills coral.

In February 2015 Mrs. Bass’ reef 
restoration project was approved.  In 
April 2015 Caribbean Development 
Consultant Ltd. was granted permis-
sion ‘To construct a 17 Building, 51 
Unit development together with a 
guard house, restaurant, two parking 
lots, badminton courts and a volley 
ball site.’  It was clear to her that this 
development to be called the HTRIP 
Candy Resort Development, put the 
success of her project at risk.  Via 
Mr. Brantley and his wife the sug-
gestion was made to Mrs. Bass that 
in order to prevent the development 
she might like to buy the 4.4 acres.  
She concurred.  Negotiations ensued.  
Price was agreed.  Documents were 
readied for exchange, and money 

transferred into escrow. But at the 
end of September 2015 the developer 
withdrew from the sale.

Prior to Grant of Planning Permission 
(PP) the developers had submitted to 
the Director of Physical Planning an 
Environmental Impact Assessment 
(EIA).  However, and this is critical, it 
referred only to the impact of the de-
velopment on the land, and said that 
a marine impact assessment would 
be made.  It never was.  Nevertheless 
permission was granted.  After the 
sale aborted and the developer be-
gan, in December 2015, to construct 
buildings,  Mrs. Bass, on January 
18th 2016, issued legal proceedings.  
There has now been a number of 
court appearances.  I am interested in 
the Application and Grant of Leave to 
Appeal to have a Judicial Review, and 
that Review Hearing itself.  These are 
the most recent matters.

All developments alter the environ-
ment.  If there are no controls, no 
legislation to allow for protection of 
the environment, then developers’ de-
sire for profit leads to destruction of 
anything that may lower their profits.  
In an industrial country, this, with-
out enforceable legislation, means 
that everything becomes polluted.  
Manufacturers use the rivers as drain-
age for their solid and liquid waste 
products, noxious gasses pass into 
the atmosphere, eventually rivers run 
black and the air is unsafe to breathe.  
And in some big cities people wear 
face masks.  Most countries, including 
St. Kitts and Nevis, have laws to pro-
tect their natural assets.  Our assets, 
obviously, include our beaches and 
reefs.  So, on one hand there is Mrs. 
Bass who hopes to renovate some of 
Nevis’ reefs, and has no thought of 
personal gain in her project, and on 
the other there is the developer striv-
ing to make a profitable investment in 
new buildings, which he claims will 
bring some jobs to Nevis.  The Courts 
decide competing claims interpreting 
the applicable laws.

In the Grant of Leave case the Judge 
wrote ‘…this EIA only spoke to the 
land based impact of the project.  It 
did not address the impact that this 
project would have on the marine as-
pect of the area… There is a strong 
arguable case that is a startling omis-
sion that ought to tell any reason-
able decision maker… considering 
whether to grant planning permission 
that this EIA is not what it says it is.  
How can an Environmental Impact 
Assessment be adequate when it ex-
cludes a substantial portion of the 
environment which is likely to be af-
fected?  In fact most of the impact of 

CONT’D ON PAGE 18
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Chalkdust and 
Gunpowder

If we consider the cane and the strap as weapons, then weapons in a classroom 
are nothing new. Teachers of old had the strap or the ruler and sometimes the 
chalk stick itself, all of which were designed to enforce learning. We will not de-
bate whether the strap was an effective tool in promoting learning.  In those days, 
schools were fun places (especially recess) where children were safe, even though 
the compounds were unguarded and unfenced.

Fast forward today where schools are becoming slaughter houses and now institu-
tions of fear.  They are fenced, have security, crossing guards, counsellors and the 
whole works. The strap is long gone and new ways of enforcing learning have 
been developed and implemented.  Teachers are professionally certified and re-
classified.  They are expected to teach and not so much to discipline children.
In the USA, this new phenomenon probably has been taken to the extreme.  So 
extreme, that students have become so emboldened that they no longer look up 
to teachers and are beginning to take matters into their own hands.  Too many 
schools have become places of tragedy and places of murder of innocents.  We, in 
the Caribbean need not think that this is only an American issue, sometime ago in 
St Lucia, a Principal was attacked by a machete wielding student.

The presidential proposal of offering to arm teachers is troubling.  It is troubling 
in that it introduces a security function to teaching.  As we copy almost everything 
that the Americans do, perhaps it will only be a matter of time before we have that 
debate here.  Is a teacher an Educator or a Security detail? Which will take prece-
dence in the classroom? Should the teacher to be assessed on student performance 
or on student safety?  To suggest that an armed teacher should be paid at a higher 
grade than an unarmed one is cause for concern indeed.

Whenever these acts occur, we hear talk about mental illness.  According to on-
line research, at best there is a tenuous connection between mental illness and 
violence.  Such research, focused on the relationship between mental disorders 
and violence, has yielded mixed results.  Some studies appear to support a clear 
link between mental illness and violence, whereas other studies support the notion 
that alcohol and drug abuse, not psychiatric illness per se, contribute to violence 
among adults with mental disorders.  As a result, there is considerable controversy 
in the mental health field regarding how to best interpret the link between mental 
illness and violence. 

Whether there is a scientific link or not, do we really think that this brings consola-
tion to victims and survivors of such murderous acts?  

EDITORIAL
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MBA/MBM
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From the Supervisor of Elections.  
Issue 44: The Objection Process

The deadline for submission of names 
who are deemed to be incorrectly 
registered on the master list of voters 
has passed.   Submissions have been 
received from all the political parties 
which are major players in the political 
and electoral landscape and from con-
cerned citizens.

A total of 43,957 names are on the reg-
ister.  A little over a quarter, (26.1%) of 
the voters are in Nevis.  The Register has 
generated 686 objections.  All the con-
stituencies except for Nevis 11 have had 
objections, 692 objections in all; (250 of 
which are due to deaths), giving an error 
rate of 1.6% (1% if deaths are excluded).   
In Nevis 10, all of the objections, (55), 
are from one side only.  The largest num-
ber of objections is in St Christopher 3, 
with 147.

To begin with, the names of dead persons 
will be removed from the register based 
on information supplied by the Registrar 
of Births Deaths and Marriages. We will 
not just rely on personal say-so for this.    
Commonwealth persons who have re-
patriated as confirmed by Immigration 
records, will also be removed, but only 

upon objection.

That leaves persons whose ordinary 
residence has been called into question 
through objection.  Each case will be 
heard by the Registration Officer with 
evidence provided by the objector.  That 
information must be and will be investi-
gated by the Officer before a decision is 
made and communicated.  The Officers 
have been trained in evidence collection.

In many cases, the person being objected 
to refuses to attend the hearings and ig-
nores the option of being represented 
at the hearings.  It cannot be right for 
these persons, who deliberately refuse 
to attend - we call them and they tell us 
to do whatever we want because they 
don’t have any time to waste - to enjoy 
the same privileges as those law abiding 
citizens.

Let us make it clear and dispel the mali-
cious rumour that is being promulgated 
by some sources: at this time of publica-
tion of the Annual Register of Voters, we 
do not determine any eligibility to be on 
the register unless an objection is made.  
In later months, we reserve the right to 

apply Section 29 of the Fifth Schedule 
of the National Assembly Elections Act.  
That section says “Where the Chief 
Registration Officer has reasonable 
cause to believe that there appears in the 
list of voters the name of any person who 
is not qualified for inclusion in such list 
or that any insertion in respect of a per-
son who is not entitled to be included in 
such list has been made, he or she shall 
hold a special revision to investigate 
such case.”   There is a process that must 
be followed for this, names cannot be 
removed willy-nilly.

The previous section, 28,  is equally 
instructive; it allows for re-insertion of 

names thus:  If, after the lists of vot-
ers have been published, the Chief 
Registration Officer has reasonable 
cause to believe that the name of a voter 
which has been included in the Register 
of Voters, Monthly List or Revised 
Monthly List for any polling division 
has through inadvertence been omitted 
from the list of voters for that division, 
the Chief Registration Officer shall 
ascertain by reference to the relevant 
monthly list whether omission of that 
name has in fact been made.  If the omis-
sion is verified, the Chief Registration 
Officer shall insert in the copies of the 
Register of Voters the name, address and 
occupation of the voter concerned and 
initial the correction. 

In any case, we will again wait before 
finalising the list, even after objections, 
to allow affected persons to transfer their 
votes rather than be removed from the 
register.  Our quest is for enfranchise-
ment; one man, one vote, in the right 
place, and fairness for all.  

We invite persons from all sides of 
the political divide to join us in this 
endeavour.

No Charges Yet in 
Boating Accident

By Monique Washington 

No charges have yet 
been filed against 
the driver of power 
boat in a tragic ac-
cident February 24 
where a French tourist 
was killed off Nevis’ 
Pinney Beach. 

According to the po-
lice report Keryan 
Grimault Queret, 
24,  of France was 
“struck by motor ves-
sel Good Luck, owned 
by Vincent Perkins, 
but being operated by 
someone else.” Queret 
was pronounced dead 
at the scene. Police 
say the incident oc-
curred at about 4:30 
pm.

The Police Public 
Relations officer 
Thursday said as of  

Wednesday the indi-
vidual had not charged 
but that he was still 
in police custody. On 
Sunday the Police 
Press Department re-
lease a statement that 
states “The Coxswain 
(the person who steers 
the boat) is in police 
custody assisting with 
investigations which 
are ongoing”.

“The Observer” was 
informed that Grimault 
Queret entered the wa-
ter sometime after 4 
pm and swam beyond 
the breakers protect-
ing the Four Seasons 
Resort and then swam 
beyond the swim-
ming marks with an 
intention to snorkel. 
Grimault Queret was 
alone.

The boat which was 
driven by one of 

Islander Water Sports 
employee allegedly 
unknowingly hit the 
young man in the 
water. 

After coming to shore 
the Observer under-
stands that the boat 
driver went back to 
the location where he 
noted he hit something 
via jet ski and saw 
blood. After a search 
was conducted the 
body Grimault Queret 
was later recovered 
with apparent trauma 
to the face and head.

“The Observer’s” at-
tempt to find out if 
the area is properly 
marked with warn-
ings was met with no 
results after repeated 
calls for various gov-
ernment departments 
proved futile.
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Pitch Perfect Teens Vie for Paris Trip
By Monique Washington 

A trip to Paris France 
for two plus accommo-
dation is up for grabs to 
Federation high school 
students who can best 
sing a French tune in the 
Organization Alliance 
Française vocal compe-
tition slated for April 28.  
Speaking at the launch 
of the competition, Vice 

President of the orga-
nization, Isabel Byron 
noted that the initiative 
was that of  the Director, 
Marine Moncaut.

“This initiative is one 
of the creative efforts 
by the Director Marine, 
and her staff to try to 
motivate and encour-
age persons and attract 
young persons to do 
French in school and to 

choose French subjects 
of study and to discover 
through this initiative 
one of the very rich as-
pects of the French cul-
ture,” Byron said. 

The Alliance Française 
is geared to transmitting 
the French language 
and culture by means 
of teaching (the oral 
and written language, 
professional French, 

literature. organization 
of cultural and social ac-
tivities, exchanges and 
encounters with cultural 
groups from around the 
world.

Treasurer for the orga-
nization Alex Straun 
said that Alliance 
Française is more than 
just a language facilita-
tion and development 
organization . “Alliance 

Française is about fos-
tering culture, the dis-
cussion of ideas and 
the ways of thinking. 
While we launch this 
competition, we want 
you to see Alliance 
Française as not just a 
place where you come 
and learn French but 
a place where you can 
come and exchange any 
amount of languages, 
where we can speak 
of  cultural differences. 
Here is a place of inclu-
sion,” he said. 

Continuing he high-
lighted the importance 
of learning a new lan-
guage. “We promote 
ourselves as a tourism 
destination and more 
and more we are see-
ing not just persons 
from Europe or the US 
but also persons from 
French speaking coun-
tries. We cannot, be-
cause we speak English 
seek to stay in that par-
ticular silo especially 
as we open up and wel-
come all sorts persons 
to our shore,” he said.

He noted that speak-
ing another language is 
an opportunity  to own 
“these talents and to 
encourage the youth to 
recognize that the world 
is a diverse place and the 
world is a very big place 
and to have the assets of 
multiple languages will 
indeed make them com-
petitive, make them an 
asset to any institution 
which they will work.”

Registration for the 
competition opens 
March 5 and ends 

March 23. The registra-
tion fee is EC$10. The 
competition is opened 
to all high school stu-
dents in the Federation 
in both private and pub-
lic schools. 

The concept of the 
song competition is for 
students to learn song 
lyrics and to sing in 
French. The students 
will be judged on lyrics, 
rhythm, pronunciation 
of the lyrics in French, 
the difficulty of the song 
and the performances. 
30 songs have been pres 
elected.

Top winners will re-
ceive two round trip 
tickets to Paris France 
with accommodation. 
Other prizes include 
free French classes at 
Alliance Française, 
French perfumes and 
tickets on the Scenic 
Railway and other 
goodies.

Fifteen  finalists will 
perform April 28. 
The top three will be 
rewarded.

“It is not a competi-
tion of school against 
school, we are looking 
for individual creativity 
and expression of such 
in this particular com-
petition,” Straun said  

Gold sponsors for 
the competition is  
Scotiabank.  Other 
sponsors include St. 
Kitts Scenic Railway, 
Courtesy Rent-a-Car 
and Island Purified 
water.
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Third Person Charged with Stealing 
a House Magistrate to decide 
today if bail should be given

By Monique Washington 

Livingston Richardson 
of Ramsbury Site has 
been arrested as part 
of a trio of people al-
legedly involved in 
stealing building mate-
rials to build a house in 
Government Road. 

He joins accused thieves  
Glenville “Denny” Fahie 
and his mother Marcella 
who were charged late 
last week in connection 
with allegedly steal-
ing building material 
to build and complete 
a house in Government 
Road. 

According to a police 
press release Livingston 
Richardson of Ramsbury 
Site was arrested, 

formally charged and 
cautioned for the offense 
of Larceny, which was 
committed at Braziers 
Estate between January 
31, 2018 and February 

02, 2018.

Members of the Royal St 
Christopher and Nevis 
Police Force February 18 
were seen disassembling 

the wooden houses at 
Government Road,  
wood by wood, nail by 
nail. The operation took 
close to 12 hours to com-
plete. At present only 32 

concrete blocks can be 
seen where the structure 
once laid.

It is alleged that all the 
material used to con-
struct the house was 
stolen from various sites 
on the island. These ar-
eas include: Brown Hill, 
Church Ground, Burden 
Pasture and Prospect. 
Owners who claimed to 
have had items stolen 
from their possession 
gathered at the demolish-
ing site Sunday to iden-
tify their materials.

The mother and son duo, 
arrested  February 18, ap-
peared at the Magistrate 
Court in Charlestown 
Nevis February 22 af-
ter being held in police 
custody four days.  On 
Wednesday they were 

slapped with the charge 
of larceny and receiv-
ing stolen goods, ap-
pearing before visiting 
Magistrate from St. Kitts 
Donna Harris. 

Harris heard their bail 
application but reserved 
her decision until Friday 
March 2). They were re-
manded to Her Majesty’s 
Prison until that date..

Richardson was also 
remanded. His attorney 
Saunder Hector appeared 
before the Magistrate 
Yasmine Clarke February 
27 in hope of  seeking 
bail but was asked to re-
turn on Friday to apply 
before Magistrate Harris.

The police are current 
still investigating the 
matter.
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Executive Sous Chef 
JOB SUMMARY 
Exhibits culinary talents by personally performing tasks while assisting in leading the staff and managing all food 
related functions. Works to continually improve guest and employee satisfaction while maximizing the financial 
performance in all areas of responsibility. Assists in supervising all kitchen areas to ensure a consistent, high quality 
product is produced. Responsible for guiding and developing staff including direct reports. Must ensure sanitation and 
food standards are achieved. Areas of responsibility comprise overseeing all food preparation areas (e.g., banquets, 
room service, restaurants, bar/lounge and employee cafeteria) and all support areas (e.g., dish room and purchasing) 
as applicable. 
 
Education and Experience 
2-year degree from an accredited university in Culinary Arts, Hotel and Restaurant Management, or related major; 4 
years’ experience as an Executive Sous Chef at a large hotel or resort with multiple food & Beverage outlet and large 
banquet and meeting space (7-10 outlets and over 25,000 sq. ft., in meeting space) Strong communications and 
leadership skills required; ability to speak English & Spanish highly preferred. 
 
 
Massage Therapist – Certificate Required 
Provide massage services to guests using props and/or products. Provide body treatments to guests using body 
scrubs, wraps, and/or hydrotherapy. Assess guest needs and inquire about contraindications (e.g., allergies, high 
blood pressure, and pregnancy) before beginning service. Keep up to date with current techniques and modalities 
related to their field of work. Escort guests to and from treatment rooms. Arrange workstation, treatment room, and/or 
drapes. Frequently check with guest to promote comfort, safety and security throughout service. Promote and sell 
spa/salon services including retail offerings related to the Spa. Clean, maintain, and sterilize tools. 

	

Sisters Slain in Keys, One 
Suspect in Custody

By Loshaun Dixon

Two sisters, one who recent-
ly gave birth to baby, have 
become victims of a brutal 
homicide in Keys village 
on Thursday afternoon. One 
suspect is in custody.

According to reports 

reaching this public the two 
sisters named Sunshine and 
Hopie finch in their early 
20s lost their life following 
a domestic altercation.

This publication under-
stands that Hopie and her 
male partner had an alterca-
tion which resulted in her 
receiving wounds from a 

sharp weapon.

He then proceeded to attack 
Sunshine who received a 
blow to the back of her head 
from the weapon.

The bodies were report-
edly thrown into the ghaut 
in Keys village. One of the 
sisters died at the scene of 

the crime while the other 
was rushed to the JNF hos-
pital where she was later 
pronounced dead.

Officers from the Crime 
Scene Unit processed the 
scene for evidence and 
indicated that investiga-
tions are underway. The 
Observer also understands 

that one person is in Police 
custody assisting with the 
investigation.

The Observer understands 
that Sunshine was a mem-
ber of the Defence Force 
and recently had a baby.
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CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS  
REAL ESTATE  REAL ESTATE  EMPLOYMENT  EMPLOYMENT  REAL ESTATE  REAL ESTATE  EMPLOYMENT  EMPLOYMENT

Cashier Needed

VACANCY

One Waitress

Tel: 469-5817

NEEDED
One Autobody Repair Man

One Mechanic 
Telephone :661-2777

VACANCY

One Bartender

Tel:664-6446

WANTED
FITNESS TRAINER WITH COMPUTER EXPERIENCE

F.I.T. WELLNESS CENTER
CONTACT: 469-3481 OR 662-8749

VACANCY
At Tara’s Beauty Salon

One Hairdresser
Contact:766-0332

VACANCY

One Kitchen Helper

Contact: 664-6446

VACANCY

One Wood Work Person

Contact: 668-3611/668-1514

Land For Sale
Suitable For Dwelling House Or Investment

Jones Housing Estate - 21,780 sq.ft.
Lovely Ocean and Mountain views

Contact:869469-1880/ 662-8067/662-4675

GROWING TOTS DAYCARE SERVICES IS NOW 
ACCEPTING REGISTRATION FOR KIDS FROM 
2MONTHS TO 2 YEARS. OPENS FROM 7AM - 

530PM. CALL 669 8101 OR 763 8101.

VACANCY

One Cook & Server

Telephone:469-5817

VACANCY 

One Carpenter needed

Telephone : 469-2366

FOR SALE

1994 Suzuki Escudo

Telephone :669-0889

VACANCY
One High Skill Painter
Five Years Experience
Telephone :665-9523

 LAND ROVER PARTS
        DIRECT TO YOU FROM THE UK

SWIFT DELIVERY-COMPETITIVE PRICES
Colin Croot: 469-6521

 Ruby.croot@icloud.com

House For Rent
3 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms

Hot & Cold Water, Fully Furnish,
Call:469-5723 664-3077 665-1025

Zumi Auto Services 
Vacancy

Two welders
Call 662 7504

LIQUOR LICENCES 

ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’
To the Superintendent of Police.
I, Winston P. Flemming
Now residing at Pinneys Beach Street 
in the town or  Village Of Camp Village 
Nevis do hereby give you notice

That it is my intention to apply on Tuesday  
Day of 27/2018 next to District Magistrate
At District C  for a Liquor Licence in 
respect of my 
Premises in ST. Thomas’s Parish

Dated this 13th day of June, 2017.
Signed PFlemming

LIQUOR LICENCES 

ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’

To the Superintendent of Police.

I, Kirson Gerald 

Now residing in _____ Street in the Town 
or Village of Government Road do here-
by give you notice 

That it is my intention to apply on  6th 
February 2018  

Day of 6th February 2018 next to the 
District Magistrate

At Charlestown for a Retail Liquor 
Licence in respect of my

Premises in Cedar Trees Street _______

Dated this 6th day of February, 2018.

Signed: K Gerald

Zoe Sensational Life
VACANCY

Occupational Physio Therapist
Naturopathic Doctor & Organic Pastry Baker

Contact: 660-3647

Suzette’s Leather Creations & Gifts
NEEDED

One Shoe Maker & One Labourer
Contact: 661-8589

Wanted One Domestic Worker
Interested Persons 

Are Asked To Contact: 664-9132

Baby Sitting is Now
Available

Contact:763-8101 or 669-8101

Beap Enterprise
Seeking a Sales Clerk

Contact:664-0658
beap.enterprise@gmail.com

Unfurnished House For Rent

Three Bedrooms - Two Bathrooms

Email Contact: s.rawlins15@gmail.com

Vacancy
One Vendor

Contact: 669-7698

Going On The Beach

Has a Chef - Equipment Assembler

Contact: 766-7605/765-7542

Vacancy
Marina Beauty Salon

One Hair Stylist
Contact: 766-8461/660-6646

Vacancy
M&R Taylor Shop

One Taylor Four Years Experience
661-3392/663-3635

Vacancy
Mavely Salon

One Hairdresser
Contact: 667-1290

VACANCY
R.S.J Enterprise

Sale Clerk , Cashier & Technician
P O Box 638, Nevis

House For Rent

Three Bedrooms and Two Bathrooms 

Contact:164 894 4435/ 664-4298

Vacancy
The Hermitage Inn

Senior House Keeper with Experience
and Supervisory Skills

Contact: 469-3477

Vacancy
Carribbean Pest Control

Needs Service Technician
 Contact: 760-1879

Help Wanted

Bar Assistance

Telephone: 765-0909

LIQUOR LICENCES 

ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A
To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’

To the Superintendent of Police.

I, Burnett Thompson

Now residing at Brown Hill in  Parish of 
ST. John  do hereby give you notice 

That it is my intention to apply on  27th 
Day of July 2017  next to the District 
Magistrate 

At Charlestown  for a Liquor Licence in 
respect of my 

Premises in Brown Hill  in St John’s Parish

Dated this 13th day of June, 2017.

Signed: BThompson

LIQUOR LICENCES 

ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’

To the Superintendent of Police.

I, Purcell Ferguson

Now residing in _________ Street in the 
town or village of Farms Estate, Nevis do 
hereby give you notice 

That it is my intention to apply on  Today, 
14th Day of February 2018  next to the 
District Magistrate 

At Charlestown  for a Retail Liquor 
Licence in respect of my 

Premises in  --- Street in Stoney Grove

Dated this 14th day of February, 2018.

Signed: SJeffers

Vacancy

One Farm Worker

Contact:669-6094

Vacancy
Carpenter Needed

Cotton Ground Village , Nevis
Contact: 667-9182/764-2621

Vacancy
Chirianela Bar 

Government Road
Contact: 665-4613

Vacancy
One Farm Worker

Contact:669-6094

Vacancy 
Growing Tots Day Care Service

Needs a one year exprience
Nursery Assistant

Contact: 7638101/6698101

Vacancy 
Move & Go Construction

Needs a Tileman
Contact: 669-5616

“Tim Caines & Associates invites suitable experience persons to 

apply for the following available positions;

1- Office Manager 2- Project Assistant (Construction) 
3- Labourer Technician

Resumes for positions 1 and 2 may be sent to tim@timcainesan-

dassociates.com ; or all positions may be applied for in person by 

calling 869-469-2184 for an appointment.”

VACANCY:Manager at Karma Asian cuisine.
Requirement: Manage Indian restaurant, 
have a knowledge of spices, a person can 

speak Hindi as well.
Contact: Bunty, 1869-763-9721
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VACANCY NOTICE
GENERAL MANAGER POSITION

Seeking new General Manager for hotel and 

restaurant operation at Golden Rock Inn.

Must have Master’s Degree in hospitality or 

business and 10 year’s experience in hotel 

management. To apply send resume to info@

goldenrocknevis.com or submit CV to

PO Box 493

Charlestown, Nevis Wi

Dr. Douglas Admits Holding a Dominican 
Passport;  Denies Dual Nationality

By Loshaun Dixon

It has now been con-
firmed that the Leader 
of the Opposition the 
Rt. Hon. Dr. Denzil 
Douglas is the holder of 
a diplomatic passport 
of the Commonwealth 
of Dominica, though 
he still insists he is 
only a citizen of St. 
Kitts and Nevis.

According to a gov-
ernment release ear-
lier this week indicated 
that Douglas admitted 
in a sworn affidavit 
filed in the High Court 
Registry on February 
21, 2018, that he filled 
out an application form 
and was issued with a 
diplomatic passport of 
the Commonwealth of 
Dominica, which he 
has used to travel.

“This is borne out by a 
certificate of exhibits 
thus filed among the 
papers at the court,” 
Attorney General 
Vincent Byron quoted 
in the release. 

However, Dr. Douglas 
continues to insists 
that he is only a citizen 
of St. Kitts and Nevis 
despite holding the 
diplomatic passport 
of Dominica. “I don’t 
represent Dominica at 
any time at all with a 

diplomatic passport I 
have never done, never 
did and I don’t think I 
ever will do that.

He continued, “As I 
have said before, a 
diplomatic document 
was presented, because 
it was felt that it would 
facilitate travel in par-
ticular if it became 
necessary so to do. 
It was nothing more 
than that. I was never 
asked to represent 

the government of 
Dominica or the 
country of Dominica 
anywhere.”

Commenting on the 
case Dr. Douglas in-
dicated that the gov-
ernment claims will 
be nixed as he has 
no allegiance to any 
other state. “The case 
will come to naught. 
I am not a citizen of 
Dominica never did, 
never applied, never 

received citizenship. 
The diplomatic pass-
port was issued to me 
as a courtesy to my 
long standing service 
not only in St. Kitts 
and Nevis but in the 
Caribbean region.

“I never was asked to 
apply for citizenship, 
I was never asked to 
take an oath of alle-
giance to the govern-
ment or the country of 
Dominica and although 

as a Caribbean citizen 
I feel very qualified 
to speak on matters 
of Dominica or any 
Caribbean country, 
but I definitely do not 
do speak as a citizen 
of Dominica but as a 
citizen of St. Kitts and 
Nevis being a long 
standing public servant 
within the region,” Dr. 
Douglas said.

The Rt. Hon. Mark 
Brantley, Premier of 

Nevis, poured cold 
water on Douglas’ 
arguments calling 
him a ‘hypocrite” 
who has long been 
against Federation 
citizens holding dip-
lomatic passports.
(See current Observer 
story: Brantley Blasts 
Douglas).

The Attorney General 
is asking the High 
Court to declare that Dr. 
Douglas has vacated 
his seat in the National 
Assembly by holding a 
diplomatic passport of 
the Commonwealth 
of Dominica. The 
Constitutional Motion 
also seeks an injunc-
tion to restrain Dr. 
Douglas from taking 
part in the proceed-
ings of the National 
Assembly.

Section 28 (1) of 
the Constitution of 
St. Christopher and 
Nevis and Section Six 
(6) of the National 
Assemblies Act both 
provide that “a person 
shall not be qualified 
to be elected or ap-
pointed as a member 
if he is by virtue of 
his own act under any 
acknowledgment of al-
legiance, obedience or 
adherence to a foreign 
power or state”, said 
the Attorney General.
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PREMIER BRANTLEY 
DEBUNKS DR. 

DOUGLAS’ “ILLOGICAL 
ARGUMENTS” 

ON DIPLOMATIC 
PASSPORT ISSUE

Press Unit in the Office 
of the Prime Minister

Premier of Nevis and 
Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, the Honourable 
Mark Brantley, has rub-
bished the “illogical 
arguments” put for-
ward by Leader of the 
Opposition, the Right 
Honourable Dr. Denzil 
Douglas, in support of 
his holding and using of 
a diplomatic passport 

of the Commonwealth 
of Dominica.

This comes after 
the Parliamentary 
Representative for St. 
Christopher Six admit-
ted in a sworn affidavit, 
filed in the High Court 
Registry on February 
21, 2018, that he filled 
out an application form 
and was issued with 
a diplomatic pass-
port of Dominica that 
lists his nationality 

as Dominican and on 
which he has travelled.  

The Attorney General, 
the Hon. Vincent Byron, 
acting on advice of 
learned Senior Counsel 
Douglas Mendes of 
Trinidad and Tobago is 
asking the High Court 
to declare that Dr. 
Douglas has vacated 
his seat in the National 
Assembly by holding 
a diplomatic passport 
of the Commonwealth 

of Dominica. The 
Constitutional Motion 
also seeks an injunction 
to restrain Dr. Douglas 
from taking part in 
the proceedings of the 
National Assembly.

Section 28 (1) of 
the Constitution of 
St. Christopher and 
Nevis and Section Six 
(6) of the National 
Assemblies Act both 
provide that “a person 
shall not be qualified to 
be elected or appointed 
as a member if he is by 
virtue of his own act 
under any acknowl-
edgment of allegiance, 
obedience or adherence 
to a foreign power or 
state”, said the Attorney 
General.

The parliamentary dis-
qualification case had 
its first hearing in the 
High Court on February 
26 before Resident 
High Court Judge His 
Lordship Justice Trevor 
Ward Q.C. 

Speaking at the Team 
Unity Government town 
hall meeting on Tuesday 
(February 27) evening, 
Premier Brantley said 
the revelations made 
in Dr. Douglas’ sworn 
affidavit raise several 
critically important 
questions. 

“If the good gentleman 
received a document 
which he says was given 
to him as a matter of 
courtesy by Dominica… 
[and] he said I did not fill 
out anything to say I am 
any citizen of Dominica, 

well if you did not fill 
it out and the computer 
filled it out for you so that 
you end up with a docu-
ment – a passport which 
says Denzil Llewellyn 
Douglas citizen/national 
of Dominica, why would 
you use the document 
to travel the world?” 
Premier Brantley asked. 

“You at that point should 
have said no, the com-
puter did something here 
that is erroneous; the 
computer made a mis-
take; the computer has 
me down as a national of 
Dominica when in fact 
I am not,” the premier 
stressed, noting that this 
is a “constitutional crisis 
no different to what we 
saw when they tried to 
change the boundaries 
in the way that they 
tried to change the 
boundaries.” 

Dr. Douglas has in the 
past shown disdain 
for holders of dual 
citizenship participat-
ing in Parliamentary 
life. This was evident 
when he led the charge 
against Lindsay Grant 
and Shawn Richards, 
both of whom had 
to renounce their US 
passports. The Denzil 
Douglas regime also 
initiated court ac-
tions against Eugene 
Hamilton challeng-
ing the validity of his 
2010 election victory, 
over his possession of 
a United States green 
card.  

Premier Brantley 
stated, “He didn’t just 

go after them in the 
media; he didn’t just 
go after them in the 
court; he went into 
Parliament and intro-
duced legislation. And 
in the Parliament he 
said if you are caught 
you not only going to 
1840 (Her Majesty’s 
Prison) for five years, 
you can’t contest no 
election again in the 
country.” 

Pointing to the further 
hypocrisy of the for-
mer prime minister, 
Premier Brantley said 
Dr. Douglas famously 
denied him a diplo-
matic passport of St. 
Kitts and Nevis while 
he served as Leader of 
the Opposition. 

“I became Leader of 
the Opposition of the 
Federal Parliament 
with Dr. Denzil 
Llewellyn Douglas 
as Prime Minister. 
I was Leader of the 
Opposition until 2015 
when you the good 
people of St. Kitts and 
Nevis changed the 
government. In those 
eight years as Leader 
of the Opposition I 
was denied a diplo-
matic passport [and] I 
want to make that very 
clear because some-
times people have con-
venient memories…
because you hear Dr. 
Douglas is making 
the claim that he was 
somehow spitefully 
denied of a diplomatic 
passport…well how 
come he denied me?”
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Helping Hands 
Initiative Nevis 
makes second 

donation to Hospital
By Monique Washington 

The Helping Hands 
Initiative and their part-
ner The Seed of Promise 
has once again assisted 
the health care service 
in Nevis by making a 
timely donation to the 
Flamboyant Nursing 
Home.

During a brief cer-
emony Wednesday 
(February 28)at the 
Hospital,President and 
Founder of theHelp-
ing Hands Initiative 
Francine Anson handed 
over to the Flamboyant 
Nursing Home a num-
ber of toiletries, nurses 
scrubs , adult diapers, 
medical bedding sup-
plies and food items.

Anson highlighted that 
the group is a charitable 
group whose purpose is 
to assist single parent 
families, the elderly and 
shut-in in whatever way 
possible. “We want to 
make an impact on the 
community as a whole,” 

she said. 

The operation ser-
vices  18 families full-
time. The headquarters 
for the group is located 
at the former Bocane 
Ceramics Building 
on Main Road in 
Charlestown, and cur-
rently houses a prayer 
center, a thrift shop and 
a food bank. They are 
opened from 9 am -4:30 
pm every day and in-
vites persons who may 
need assistance in get-
tinggroceries , clothing 
or other items.

Anson added that “today 
we decided to donate to 
the Flamboyant Home, 
one of many donations 
that we will be making. 
As we are made aware 
of the needs that the 
Flamboyant Home we 
would be able to make 
a more adequate dona-
tion,” she said.

Hospital Administrator 
Gary Pembertonthanked 
the Helping Hands 
Initiative for its kind 

gesturetowards the 
hospital and the 
Flamboyant Nursing 
Home.

“This is the sec-
ond donation  from 
the Helping Hands 
Initiative. They would 
have done a donation 
before and within a few 
months they have made 
a second contribu-
tion to the Flamboyant 
Nursing home and the 
Alexandra Hospital. 
This shows that they are 
committed toensuring 
that our senior residen-
tis comfortable and that 
the nurses have what 
they need to make sure 
that the residents at the 
Flamboyant Home are 
comfortable,” he said.

Pemberton expressed 
his gratitude for the 
donation and noted that 
it “will go a long way 
in ensuring that our se-
niors are comfortable 
and that they will live 
a long comfortable life 
while at the nursing 
home.”
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Second Pier Inches Closer to Fruition
By Loshaun Dixon

A $48 million deal to finance the 
building of the second cruise pier at 
Port Zante has been inked following 
a loan signing ceremony earlier this 
week.

The deal will have four home-grown 
companies finance the construction 
that is expected to last 18 months. 

The organizations committed to fi-
nancing the project include the St. 
Kitts-Nevis-Anguilla National Bank 
(SKNANB) with US$34 million, the 
St. Kitts and Nevis Social Security 
Board pledging US$7 million, the 
St. Kitts and Nevis Sugar Industry 
Diversification Foundation (SIDF) 
who will loan US$5 million and the 
TDC which has committed another 
US$2 million.

Speaking at the historic ceremony 
Minister of Public Infrastructure the 
Hon. Ian ‘Patches’ Liburd said that 
the new addition on Port Zante will 
result in the Federation being able to 
accommodate three Oasis class ves-
sels at the same time. 

“In approximately 18 months, the Port 
Zante Harbour will be transformed 
with the addition of the much needed 
second cruise pier to accommodate 
our growing passenger traffic, which 
is now heading towards 1.5 million 
passengers per annum,” he said.

Liburd said that the Federation should 
be proud of this initiative indicating 
that it will assist in the expansion of 
the local tourism product. 

As he explained it, “We are position-
ing St. Kitts and Nevis as a destination 
which can accommodate the grow-
ing sizes of cruise ship vessels being 
constructed. We can continue to boast 

on our ability to receive the largest 
cruise ship vessels in the world. Few 
countries can boast of this and we as 
a people of St. Kitts and Nevis should 
be proud.”

 Liburd added that the journey to 
obtain the financing was lengthy, as 
they sought to ensure the process 
was transparent and accountable. 
“In a true spirit of transparency and 
accountability your Team Unity 
Administration is letting you know 
precisely what financial arrangements 
we have put in place for the construc-
tion of the much improved and much 
needed second cruise pier.” 

The Minister of Government also 
highlighted the the role a strong cruise 
tourism plays in the Federation. 

“Cruise tourism and tourism gener-
ally are of economic importance to 
the development of the Federation. It 

provides employment and education 
opportunities, increases quality of 
life, improvements in infrastructure 
and promotes development and eco-
nomic growth.”

 He continued, “Construction of the 
second cruise pier will positively 
impact the Grass Root Economy in 
particular as passenger expenditure 
will have a cascading effect on the 
economy which begins with tour-
ists spending money with taxi driv-
ers, hair-braiders, craft vendors and 
restaurants, which then permeates 
throughout the rest of the economy.”

Prime Minister of St. Kitts and Nevis 
the Hon. Dr. Timothy Harris stated 
that the ceremony symbolises “the 
opening of doors”.

“To have official sign off of the fi-
nancing documents of the second 
cruise pier that truly opens the doors 
of St. Kitts and Nevis to the rest of 
the world.”

He then congratulated the Minister of 
Public Infrastructure on what he call 
this important delivery and stated that 
it highlights the substance of the gov-
ernment. ”We have come in the broad 
sunshine to have the final sign off of 
the official document indicating to all 
far and near that we are a transparent 
government, an accountable govern-
ment and that we are the peoples 
government.”

 PM Harris indicated that through the 
entire process his government fol-
lowed the rules of good governance 
and said this is why the process had 
been so long. “It is important for us 
to appreciate when people are de-
manding good governance they re-
ally do not appreciate some of what 

is required of it and part of what is 
required is that there is a transparent 
system of decision making.

“It is that system that took while to 
bring us to this point of actualization 
and it is that system that determined 
who won bids,” Dr. Harris said.

He then commended all the institu-
tions that have taken part in the fi-
nancing of this project. “Literally, this 
is a home-grown project intended for 
the development of our country to put 
our people further ahead of the others 
within the region and to continue the 
path if growth and development.

“Who would have thought that we 
would have found in St. Kitts and 
Nevis the resources among home-
grown indigenous institutions to 
come forward and be able to provide 
financing to allow the largest public 
sector expenditure ever to happen in a 
while to take place today,” Dr. Harris 
stated.

He continued, ‘The fact that so many 
entities with different directorship 
and leadership were confident that 
this was a right investment speaks 
well that this project is a good one for 
St. Kitts and Nevis. “

Late last year St. Christopher Air 
and Sea Ports Authority (SCASPA) 
and the Canadian Commercial 
Corpora) signed a deal naming 
the Canadian company as main 
contractor for the construction of 
the second cruise pier .

Liburd noted that multiple local sub-
contractors will also be sourced dur-
ing the entire process. He added that 
recruitment process could start as 
early as next week.
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any project which abuts the sea would 
be to the coast and marine life in that 
area…’

The Judge can exercise his discretion 
and deny leave to engage in Judicial 
Review if the applicant has unreason-
ably delayed before making the ap-
plication.  In this application case the 
Judge wrote ‘…it would be unfair for 
this Court to exercise any discretion to 
refuse to grant leave… The delay as ex-
ists in this matter will not bar the Grant 
of Leave… The exercise of this discre-
tion was also affected by the view that 
this is a matter of considerable public 
importance…. Leave is granted…’

Then we come to the Review itself.  No 
reasoned judgment is yet available, just 
a simple Court order made on January 
25th 2018.  This says that Mrs. Bass’ 
claim is dismissed and that she must 
pay her own and the other parties costs.

At this stage our Premier describes 
this as a victory for Nevis and in our 
Observer Editorial we refer to,  ‘ the 
loss by the billionaire citizen who lost 
her case against the Government (and 
therefore the people) of Nevis. ‘And 
then we ask ‘...How many persons 

could have been gainfully employed 
at the resort?  How much damage has 
been done to our image abroad? …’

As an Appeal has been filed, talk of a 
‘Victory for Nevis’ is premature;  ask 
yourself what would such a ‘victory’ 
look like?  A few jobs and damage to our 
reefs, shoreline and marine life, against 
protection and renovation of same. 
Preceding the words of dismissal and 
costs the Judge wrote, and I paraphrase, 
that he found that an Environmental 
Impact Assessment (EIA) was neces-
sary in order for the respondents (The 
Director of Physical Planning et al) to 
consider whether to grant planning per-
mission (PP)  and that no reasonable 
decision maker would have relied on 
the EIA presented, and therefore that 
there was sufficient basis to impugn 
(challenge) the grant of PP.

So this part of a ‘Victory for Nevis’, is 
a judicial rocket to our planners.  The 
Judge having found that it was unrea-
sonable (wrong) for our planners to 
grant PP says that he has changed his 
mind on the issue of delay, and that in 
spite of finding that in this matter of 
public importance where PP should not 
have been granted, that delay means 
that he should dismiss the case for 
protecting our marine environment.  

It is unusual that a Judge changes his 
mind in this way.  The ‘delay’ period 
has not altered between the Leave case 
and the Review.  In the summary at the 
top of the Leave case the Court writes 
‘… delay not operating as a bar to the 
Grant of Leave as there is an arguable 
case that it was substantially caused by 
Administration and the Developer – yet 
in the Review Order is written ‘… the 
Court has considered that the delay is 
substantial and cannot be attributed to 
the respondents (our Planners and the 
Developers).  Two directly opposite 
findings.  Normally the Courts do not 
award costs against the losing party 
in a case of public importance against 
a Government, unless the case is 
frivolous.  To do so would discourage 
citizens from holding Governments ac-
countable in important matters.  

There may be another public miscon-
ception.  The name of the project is 
HTRIP Candy Resort Development.  
A resort it is not.  It is a group of 17 
apartment blocks.  In the application it 
is stated that these are for students. No 
one could claim this as a high end devel-
opment.  Seventeen solid three storey 
blocks marching in two  lines to the sea 
from the main road.  More likely it will 
be providing competition to Nevisians 
seeking to rent accommodation to the 

MUA students.  There would be a few 
jobs for cleaners and maintenance per-
sonnel, and commissions for real estate 
agents on lettings.  

When the Appeal is granted and the de-
cision overturned, that will be the time 
to declare a ‘Victory for Nevis’ and our 
environment.  It is a mistake to view a 
case ‘won’ by the Government to be 
the same as a victory for the people. 
Damage to our reputation abroad [ and 
at home ] is occasioned by permitting 
second rate developments to take place 
which destroy assets like our reefs and 
marine life.

We don’t need to wait for the next Court 
decision before we take action to sharp-
en up the Planning Department, and/or 
to resolve that no political interference 
is allowable in planning decisions, in or-
der to eliminate suspect developments 
before they begin.  We have a high level 
of quality in both the built and the natu-
ral environment.  We cannot afford to 
lose either, and we should be glad that 
we have citizens wise enough, and 
committed to what is best for Nevis, 
to seek protection from the Courts 
when our island needs it.

Syndicated columnist

Judicial Review CONT’D
CONT’D FROM PAGE 3
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Fountain Resident 
Prepares to Open 
Boys Club House

By Monique Washington 

Christiana Stapleton 
Smith is preparing to of-
ficially open the doors to 
the NUFF TINGS Boys’ 
Club after three years of 
hosting her boys club at 
different location in the 
community of Fountain .

The Christian based club 
caters for boys from the 
age of  five years old 
to 15 years of age and 
meets every Saturday 
from 3:30pm. The mo-
tive and goals of the club 
is “teaching them how 
to pray, learning God’s 
word and knowing Jesus 
personally . They must 
understand who he is,” 
Smith said. 

But there’s more 

happening there than 
religious teaching. The 
children are being taught, 
free of charge how to 
play organ, banjo, man-
dolin, guitars by Edwin 
Williams. Concerts and 
other fund-raising activi-
ties hosted by the young 
men are held a number of 
times during the year.

Speaking with the 
Observer founder  
Stapleton Smith gave 
insight on how the club 
began:

“One day in September 
2015 I decided to go and 
pick up some stones on a 
piece of land close to the 
egg farm in Westbury so 
I asked two little boys 
to help me. Some time 
would have passed and 
when I looked they were 

with three other boys on 
bikes, so I turned to them 
and said fellows why 
don’t we start a boys club 
and they yelled yeahh-
hhh,” she said.

“I never liked seeing 
these young boys o the 
streets doing nothing or 
even around big grown 
men by a bar , so I knew 
I needed to do something 
to change that,” she said.

Continuing she said that 
“I went around the en-
tire village asking par-
ents if they wish to send 
their sons and they said 
yes.  I opened the club on 
September 12, 2015 with 
32 boys,” she said.

She said that when the 
club first began they 
were granted access to 

the community cen-
ter at Goar Hill, how-
ever  shortly after Army 
men were placed at the 
center and the club had 
to be relocated. She said 
that they were then grant-
ed permission to use the 
Methodist church hall in 
Fountain but occasional 
church activities would 
sometimes take priority 
over the club.

She noted that someone 
advised her to approach 
the then Junior Minister 
of Social Services Hon 
Hazel Brandy-Williams 
to seek assistance and 

she did.

“I wrote her a letter and 
told her the goals and 
about the little boys. 
When I told her (Brandy- 
Williams) about what I 
was doing she was very 
excited. She said that she 
would have assisted in 
building the building to 
house the club house and 
she really helped,” Smith 
said.

Smith said that a num-
ber of windows and 
doors were donated by 
persons in the commu-
nity to which she is very 

thankful.

The structure was com-
pleted this year and is 
located at the top of 
Westbury.

Currently Smith is work-
ing on have electricity in-
stalled in the building to 
enhance the experience 
at the boy club. The club 
house is currently being 
used but has not official 
had its opening. When 
opened the  boys will be 
exposed to cooking class, 
after school programs 
and music classes.
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Dr. Douglas Case Pushed to April; He 
Claims “Government Not Ready”

By Loshaun Dixon

The matter of  the 
Opposition Leader 
Denzil Douglas’ alleged 
dual citizenship and his 
fittness to sit in parlia-
ment has been postponed 
by the court until April 
after the Government re-
quested more time to pre-
pare its case against the 
former prime minister.

For his part Dr. Douglas 
was ready to do battle 
when he appeared in 
High Court Monday at 
Basseterre, only to hear 
Akilah Byron, lawyer for 
the Government, request 
more time to file for an 
expert witness and to 
respond to the affidavits 
filed by Dr Douglas .
The Attorney General 
Vincent Byron is look-
ing to have the court 
determine whether Dr. 
Douglas violated the 
Federation Constitution 
by holding a diplomatic 
passport of another 
state (Dominica) and 
should be barred from 
parliament.

Sylvester Anthony rep-
resenting Dr. Douglas 
said the case is a concern 

and a matter of impor-
tance to Dr. Douglas’ 
6,000 constituents and 
wishes to have the mat-
ter handled as quickly as 
possible. He also called 
for the matter to be dealt 
with some expedition 

with early April being 
the most ideal date.

Speaking following the 
short court proceedings 
Anthony indicated that 
the legal team of the gov-
ernment requested ad-
ditional time to respond.

“They indicated that 
they will likely to apply 
for an expert witness, we 
will be also doing the 
same so the court has 
made an order giving 
the claimants additional 
time to file responding 
affidavits. We have re-

served the right to file 
an additional response in 
the event new evidence 
is filed and the court has 
accepted this.”

 Anthony added that the 
next date the court meets 

is on the April 20 and 
explained the role of the 
expert witness . “There 
are deadlines before then 
for the filings and on the 
20th it will be in relation 
to any applications that 
has being filed for an 
expert witness and they 
will be speaking to the 
question of Dominican 
law. Dr. Douglas speak-
ing after the proceedings 
noted that the govern-
ment side was not ready 
for the court matter. “It 
is amazing that they 
filed a claim against me 
we; responded within 

the time the court indi-
cated and appeared for 
hearing. They having 
received our responses 
are now asking are now 
asking the court to give 
them extra time beyond 

the normal 14 days.”

He added that the whole 
case form part of the 
government’s plan to tar-
get him as Leader of the 
Opposition.,“Obviously 

this is part of a political 
charade that is pursued 
in this particular mat-
ter. I don’t believe that 
there is any seriousness, 
except to harass myself 
as the leader of the St. 

Kitts-Nevis Labour 
Party and the Leader 
of the Opposition.” Dr. 
Douglas was however 
positive about the out-
come of the matter.
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Minimum Price to be Set for 
Eastern Caribbean CBI

By Loshaun Dixon

Countries in the Eastern 
Caribbean involved 
in Citizenship By 
Investment programmes 
(CBI) have discussed 
regulating their individual 
programmes to a com-
mon standard that will see 
an introduction of a mini-
mum price.

Speaking at a recent 
ECCU Monetary Council 
press briefing Prime 
Minister of Dominica 
Roosevelt Skerrit said 
that they (other members) 
have been discussing the 
issue of CBI programmes 
among themselves as 
heads of government and 
also at the level of the 
heads of the various units. 
“There’s a draft memo-
randum of understanding 
(MOU) which all of us 
have agreed to in princi-
ple that’s been discussed 
among our technical 
people.”

He added that he was 
hopeful that at the 
CARICOM heads of gov-
ernment meeting in Haiti 
in the coming weeks to 
finalize the MOU. “That 
would speak to a number 
of areas of standardiza-
tion and ensuring that 
there is a greater sharing 

of information. 

“We are mindful of the 
issues and it is something 
that we have to address 
collectively and to see 
where we can uniformity 
in our approach, our appli-
cation forms, our sharing 
information, our legisla-
tion and what have you 
and I must say all of the 
countries which have the 
CBI programs are very 
keen on this collaboration 
and this cooperation it’s a 
matter for us to meet and 
to finalize it and have it 
ratified and implemented,” 

Dominican PM noted.

Prime Minister of St. 
Kitts and Nevis Dr. 
Timothy Harris rejected 
the notion that countries 
in the region with similar 
programmes have entered 
into a “race to the bottom” 
and indicated that coun-
tries set their CBI prices 
according to their specific 
needs of the day.

“I think that sometimes 
the language gets emotive 
in terms of a race to the 
bottom and I don’t know 
if that is in fact justified. 

When we look at the 
history of the CBI pro-
grams not just within the 
Caribbean but elsewhere, 
they have always been 
priced differently.

 “I do not think that we 
have engaged in a race to 
the bottom, Antigua for 
example in August 2017 
made adjustments to their 
pricing fees, Dominica 
made adjustments then, 
post hurricane St Kitts 
made adjustments and 
all those are befitting 
the relevant determina-
tions made at particular 

moments in time,” Dr. 
Harris explained.

He added that the ECCU 
will be aiming to set a 
minimum price when the 
MOU comes into effect.“I 
believe that some of the 
prices reflect different 
realities, different reali-
ties in terms of the market 
acceptance, and different 
realities in terms where 
people are in the program 
and so some differences 
will be sustained and of 
necessity will occur.”

He continued, “The 

question to the right 
price I think is what I 
think we are attempt-
ing to get closer to and 
to set minimum levels 
beyond which we think 
that it would not send the 
right market signal if we 
would want to go.”

 Skerrit also spoke to the 
issue of the programme in 
St. Kitts and Nevis reduc-
ing its prices following 
the passage of hurricanes 
Irma and Maria with the 
latter causing widespread 
damages in Dominica. “I 
can tell you publicly that 
we have no issue with St 
Kitts reducing its price. 

“St Kitts has to deal with 
certain realities and as 
a government it has to 
make decisions in the 
interest of its citizens, so 
we have no issue with St 
Kitts reducing its price to 
treat with its current day 
realities.

“But what we have 
agreed to do is to agree 
on a minimum and no-
body will go below that 
minimum so that the is-
sue of price wars and so 
forth or whatever it is, 
but I don’t want you in 
the media to keep using 
this race to the bottom,” 
Skerit stated.
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A Legal Fight 
Begins Over Where 

Barbudans Will 
Vote in Upcoming 

Elections
CARIBBEAN360

Legal action is being taken to squash 
the Antigua and Barbuda Electoral 
Commission (ABEC) decision to 

move polling stations from Barbuda 
to Antigua for the March 21st elec-
tions, with leader of the Barbuda 
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People’s Movement (BPM) Trevor 
Walker insisting that Barbudans should 
vote where they live.

An injunction was filed on Walker’s 
behalf by attorney-at-law Charlesworth 
Tabor yesterday.

The sister isle was devastated when 
the Category 5 Hurricane Maria hit 
last September, and residents had been 
evacuated to Antigua. However, most 
of them have returned home.

Last month, ABEC indicated that poll-
ing for the Barbuda constituency would 
be done in Antigua, based on “prevail-
ing circumstances resulting from the 
hurricane which ravaged the island of 

Barbuda”, and it used Section 35 of 
the Representation of the People Act 
to support its decision. Then last week, 
before Prime Minister Gaston Browne 
announced the election date, ABEC 
chairman Nathaniel ‘Paddy’ James 
reiterated that position, saying that if 
voting centres were opened on the two 
islands it could open the door to fraud.

But Walker’s injunction seeks to pre-
vent ABEC from going through with 
its plan, on the grounds that there are 
no special circumstances that prevent 
Barbudans from voting where they re-
side and that ABEC therefore has no 
basis in law to stop voting on the sister 
isle.

“There are no impediments at pres-
ent that would prevent the Electoral 

Commission from conducting the en-
suing general elections in Barbuda,” 
Walker said. “In fact, the nomination 
of candidates for the general election, 
which is a requirement of the law, will 
be conducted in Barbuda next week.”

He contends that ABEC’s interpreta-
tion of the legislation on which it based 
its decision was incorrect – a position 
Tabor outlined in a letter to James.

“Section 35 deals with matters that can 
be addressed in a constituency with 
respect to a polling district and polling 
places within a district in the said con-
stituency. It does not address the issue of 
moving electors in one constituency to 
vote in another constituency, albeit they 
will be casting their vote for a represen-
tative of the House for the constituency 

from which they have been removed,” 
the attorney wrote.

Section 35 1 (c) of the Representation 
of the People Act states that “the poll-
ing place for any polling district shall 
be an area in that district, except where 
special circumstances make it desirable 
to designate an area wholly or partly 
outside the polling district, and shall 
be small enough to indicate to electors 
in different parts of the polling district 
how they will be able to reach the poll-
ing station at the polling place.”

Walker insists that Barbuda is not un-
inhabitable, and “it is important for the 
Electoral Commission to follow the 
law and conduct the poll within the 
constituency”.

A Legal Fight Begins CONT’D
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