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Kim Collins Calls 
Time on His 

Illustrious Career
By Loshaun Dixon 

Father Time is finally 
getting the best of St. 
Kitts and Nevis’ sprint 
icon and 2003 100m 
World Champion 
Kim Collins, who an-

nounced he’s hanging 
up his spikes at the 
IAAF World Indoor 
Championships he com-

peted in this past week-

end at  Birmingham, 
England.
Collins had been hinting 
at retirement since and 
participated in his final 
global track and field 
event competition in the 
men’s 60 metres where 
he placed third in his 
heat with a time of 6.77 
seconds and progress-

ing to the semi-finals 

but was unable to com-

plete in the event.
The Sprinter who turns 
42 in April has been 
shocking the world for 
years since he returned 
to the sport after a brief 
retirement in 2009. 
Collins as a 40-year-old 
recorded his personal 
best time in the 100m 
of 9.93 seconds in 
Germany in 2016.
Speaking following his 
heat at the World Indoor 
championships Collins 
was questioned about 
competing against 
younger athletes at the 
level. “It is funny when 
you can compete with 
some of these young 
guys because they usu-

ally run a personal best 
when they want to beat 

you.”
Collins was also ques-

tioned about his perfor-
mance indicating that 
despite working hard 
he hadn’t been seeing 
the results. ”I am happy 
to do this for so many 
years and my coach 
and I have been work-

ing hard and it is not 
showing this time but it 
happens.”
He then confirmed his 
retirement and indicated 
that he will not be do-

ing an outdoor season. 
“I have to stop. A lot 
of persons were upset 
when they heard that 
but it is time. I definite-

ly won’t do outdoors I 
can’t do it.”
Collins had an 

illustrious career having 
made his debut on the 
global scene at the 1996 
Atlanta Olympics since 
then he competed at the 
global level.
 Collins was running 
next to 16-year-old 
Maltese sprinter Jacob 
El Aida, the young-

est competitor at the 
entire championships, 
who got drawn next to 
the oldest.”The most 
important thing is that 
you have to respect the 
sport,” Collins told the 
teenager.
He continued,”Most 
people don’t respect the 
sport and that’s why you 
see so many sprinters 
come and go. A lot win 
one medal and their ca-

reer is over because they 
don’t know how to last 
and be good to the sport.”
Collins also spoke of 
what he had planned for 
the future.”Well, first, I 
want to go home and roll 
around in the sun for like 
a week after being in so 
much cold.
“But there’s a lot of things 
I’m working on. One 
would be coaching. I will 
start with that because 
that’s my love,” he added.
The St. Kitts-Nevis 
Amateur Athletic 
Association (SKNAAA) 
in a statement congratu-

lated Collins on his illus-
trious career.
“The SKNAAA wishes 
to thank Collins, a global 
icon, for his many ac-

complishments on and 
off the track, including 

representing St. Kitts and 
Nevis at an unprecedent-
ed five Olympic Games.”
His first global medal 
was in 2001 when he 
captured bronze at the 
World Championship in 
the 200 metres. A year 
later he was crowned 
Commonwealth Games 
champion in the 100 
meters in Manchester, 
England. Collin’s crown-

ing moment came in 
2003 when he was 
crowned 100metre World 
Champion in Paris de-

feating the likes of Dwain 
Chambers and then record 
holder Tim Montgomery 
to capture the title. He 
returned to the World 
Championships two years 
later to defend his title and 
captured bronze. Collins 
then called time on his 
career following the 2008 
Olympics before revers-
ing that decision to return 
to the track.
In the second phase of his 
career Collins was a key 
member of a 4x100m re-

lay team that was formed 
with several young ath-

letes that was inspired by 
his successes on the track.
In 2011 Collins mad 
headlines again when 
at 35, won bronze at the 
World Championship 
in South Korea behind 
Yohan Blake and Walter 
Dix in a race Usain Bolt 
was disqualified. Later at 
that game he led the St. 
Kitts and Nevis 4x100m 
relay team to a shocking 
bronze medal.
Later in 2011 Collins won 
the Federation’s first med-

al at the PanAm Games 

with silver in the 100m.
Collins however contin-

ued to run some of his 
quicker times over the age 
of 35 and has recorded the 
fastest times of an athlete 
over 35 in sprinting his-
tory. He is also famous for 
being the oldest man to 
run sub 10 seconds in the 
100m and also holds the 
fastest time ever ran by a 
40 year old over 100m. 
His personal best of 9.93 
seconds is a National 
Record and he did it as a 
41 year old in 2016.
Though he failed to 
achieve success at the 
Olympic Games he was 
able to qualify on five 
such occasions with Rio 
2016 being his final ap-

pearance. He is the only 
sprinter to ever do such.
In 2015 the Track and 
Field stadium in St. Kitts 
renamed in his honour as 
the Kim Collins athlet-
ics stadium during the 
hosting of the CARIFTA 
games at that facility.
In 2017 Collins garnered 
the most votes, 798 
from 1182 votes cast, to 
be elected to the IAAF 
Commission Election in 
London.
Collins was among 15 
athletes that were nomi-
nated for the elections. 
The election of individu-

als to serve on the IAAF 
Athletes’ Commission ran 
from 1-12 August with all 
athletes who have been 
accredited for the IAAF 
World Championships 
London 2017 being eli-
gible to vote.
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Team Unity Is The Only Team 
Capable Of Advancing St. Kitts 

And Nevis, Says Pm Harris

(Press Unit in the Office 
of the Prime Minister)

Prime Minister Dr. the 
Honourable Timothy 
Harris has assured 
citizens and residents 

of St. Kitts and Nevis 
that his Team Unity-
led Administration 
is stronger than ever 
and remains commit-
ted to delivering the 
types of projects and 
programmes that will 

improve the lives and 
livelihoods of Kittitians 
and Nevisians. 
Addressing the large 
turnout at Tuesday’s 
(March 6) town 
hall meeting held 

at the Sandy Point 
Community Centre, 
Prime Minister Harris 
said the coming to-

gether of the coalition 
movement has directly 
resulted in enhanced 
working relations 

between the Federal 
Cabinet and the Nevis 
Island Administration 
and has also led to 
improved economic 
performance. 
The prime minister 
said, “Every year un-

der your Team Unity 
Government, we have 
delivered a growth rate 
that is three times bet-
ter than what Labour 
delivered in its last five 
years – that is a record. 
Under Team Unity, the 
Social Security has re-

ported that more people 
are at work than ever in 
the history of St. Kitts 
and Nevis. Under Team 
Unity, Social Security 
reported 2,228 addi-
tions as contributors.”
The Team Unity 
Government, which 
encompasses three 
independent political 
parties in the People’s 
Labour Party (PLP), 
the People’s Action 
Movement (PAM) and 
the Concerned Citizens 
Movement (CCM) out 
of Nevis, recorded a 
resounding victory at 
the polls in the General 

Elections of February, 
2015. 
Prime Minister Harris 
thanked Deputy Prime 
Minister and Political 
Leader of PAM, the 
Honourable Shawn 
Richards, for his un-

wavering support to the 
Team Unity Movement, 
noting, “I thank him 
and I will do all that I 
can to ensure his suc-

cessful re-election as 
the undisputed cham-

pion for the people of 
St. Christopher 5. I will 
do all that I can to en-

sure that when the time 
comes at the end of my 
tenure as prime minis-

ter, the baton passes to 
the Honourable Shawn 
K. Richards.”
Dr. Harris further ex-

pressed gratitude to the 
stalwarts of the Team 
Unity Movement for 
placing their faith and 
trust in the coalition 
– a trust, he said, has 
led to the formation 
of the most successful 
Government in St. Kitts 
and Nevis to date. 
“Tonight we are here 
celebrating because the 
voices of Mr. Politics 
(Wendell Dorsett), the 
voices of the Richard 
Caines’, the voices 
of the Carl Brown’s, 
the voices of the Sly 
Boncamper’s, the voic-

es of the Ambassador 
Michael Powell’s and 
all the hundreds and 
thousands of people 
throughout St. Kitts 
and Nevis who came to 
believe in Team Unity 
– their voices echoed 
loud and clear on the 
16th of February, 2015. 
Three years after I’ve 
come to say it has been 
a humbling experi-
ence to lead the best 
performing team in 
government in a long 
time,” Dr. Harris said 
to rousing applause 
from members of the 
audience. 

DPM Richards and Prime Minister Harris pictured with a resident at the Team Unity Town Hall meeting in Sandy Point
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Red koolaid
We find it amazing that some people seem quite prepared to exercise blind faith 
in a leader, simply because they believe in that leader.
For months, former prime minister denied that he is the holder of a foreign pass-
port and that the passport identifies him as Dominican.  He railed against it and 
invited people to support him in this denial, and they did.  Now we hear of him 
admitting in the High Court that he had in fact applied for a passport of Dominica 
and that he has enjoyed the fruits that go along with that passport. 
 Besides, it is not a regular passport, but a diplomatic one that naturally allows 
him additional privileges. We wonder what those persons who were so eager to 
believe him are thinking now that the truth has come out?  No-one has apologized 
for misleading the people.
A few weeks ago, the member of the Opposition in Parliament for Constituency 
3, told us that he was wronged when he was ejected from the house of Assembly 
and that he was going to return before the suspension time imposed by  the 
Speaker. As a result of his strong rhetoric, persons came and demonstrate for his 
cause, risking life and limb to support their leader, despite the fact that their leader 
eventually abided by the suspension.  Again, no public apology has been offered 
for misleading the masses.
Unfortunately this is not just a local or regional phenomenon, it is world-wide.  
This is the stuff that drives fanaticism and eventually leads to sectarian violence. 
We recall that when the USA realized that there were no WMD’s in Iran, a presi-
dential supporter opined that the President had not lied, it was the truth that had 
changed. Witness the instability in the Arabian peninsula ever since the removal 
of Saddam.
This unquestioning faith doesn’t just happen only in politics.  If it was, Jamestown, 
Guyana and Waco, Texas, as examples, might never have happened.  
After so many years of comprehensive and free secondary education; after being 
misled so many times, why is it that we still so blindly follow the leader?  Maybe 
we are in denial that the ones we adore and revere could ever let us down.  Maybe 
it is that we have placed them on pedestals. Maybe it is just negative peer pres-
sure.  But even so, we have seen and experienced enough of these occurrences to 
know that the first presentation is often not the correct presentation; but we still 
fall for it – and spread it.  It must be something in the koolaid that makes us blind.
It is time to reject the koolaid and begin to reason out things for ourselves. Blind 
belief, just like blind unbelief, will always err.
   

EDITORIAL



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday March 9th, 2018LOCAL NEWS Page:5

MBA/MBM
Exceptional value — earn an 
accredited UK MBA or MBM for under 
US$10,000 • Can be completed in 18 
months • Specialisations: Banking, 
Entrepreneurship, Events, Finance, 
Health Management, Hospitality 
& Tourism, HRM, Info. Systems, 
Leadership & Innovation, Logistics & 
Supply Chain Management, Marketing & 
Sales, Project Management • Option to 
earn both an MBA and MBM in under 24 
months

www.seidegrees.com
Regional Office: 27499 Riverview Center Blvd., Suite 223, Bonita Springs, Florida 34134, USA 

• Tel +1 239 444 4399 • Fax +1 239 444 4398 • info@SEIdegrees.com

Free 

Apple iPad 

Mini 4 

(Conditions 

apply)

APPLY NOW FOR MAY 2018 TRIMESTER

100% FLEXIBLE
100% ONLINE  

100% RELEVANT

Top 10 
UK University 

(Graduate Employability)

No. 1 

in the UK 
for Value-added

(The Guardian, 2017)

BA Business Management (Top-up)

BA Business & Enterprise (Top-up)

BA Sales Management (Top-up) 
Final Year Entry to holders of Associate Degree and/or Diploma

Specialisms: Marketing, Finance and HRM

BSc Nursing Studies (Top-up)

PG Cert. Learning and Teaching

The Edinburgh Doctorate 

in Business Administration 

(DBA) Regional workshops conducted by 

Edinburgh Faculty

MSc HRM (SHRM Recognised)

MSc Data Science

MSc Construction Project

 Management (RICS and ICE accredited)

MSc Transport Planning and  

 Engineering

MSc Health and Social Care

Justice Denied?  Shot Nevis Security 
Guard Never Gets Day in Court 

By Monique Washington 

British Prime Minister 
William Gladstone 
(1809-1898) said 
“Justice delayed is jus-

tice denied.” But what 
if justice is simply 
shoved under a carpet in 
something similar to an 
archaic Star Chamber*?  
This could be case of 
an off duty Nevis cop 
in street clothes alleg-

edly committing an anti 
social act, then shoot-
ing an on-duty security 
guard trying to stop him.
The guard, who was 
only doing his duty,  
was sent to hospital 
while the cop wound 
up back on duty and on-
one except the security 
guard seemed to any the 
wiser. as he waited in 
vain for his day in court.
Steadroy ‘Seamoss 
Man” Sutton who was 
allegedly shot by a 
Constable Randolph 
Diamond member  of 
the Royal St Christopher 
and Nevis Force has 
been left in the dark as 
the Constable’s criminal 
court case has already 
been tried without him 
knowing.
Sutton who was 55 

years of age at the time 
worked as security 
guard at Turtle Times 
restaurant at Pinneys 
Beach. While  dressed 
his security uniform, 
performing routine pa-

trol of the restaurant’s 
environs at around 2am 
on September 19 2015  
he saw a person walk-

ing from the direction 
of Sunshine Beach Bar 
and Restaurant to Turtle 
Times’ yard and started 
urinating.
Sutton said he attempt-
ed to stop the man from 
relieving himself on the 
restaurant grounds, but 

the individual refused 
to move away. After 
his refusal the officer 
who was dressed in 
plain clothes allegedly 
opened fire wounding 
Sutton in his groin and 
lower back. Sutton 
spent several days in the 
hospital before being 
released.
Diamond was arrested 
and charged wound-

ing with intent. The 
Preliminary Inquiry was 
heard mid last year and 
case was set to be heard 
before High Court 
Judge Justice Lorriane 
Williams during the 

Eastern Caribbean 
Supreme Court Criminal 
November 2017Assizes 
Nevis Circuit. 
The Observer contacted 
Sutton Wednesday who 

said,“The case was on 
the list for November 
(2017) but no case was 
called.  I haven’t heard 
anything from anybody 
up to this day, ”he said. 
Sutton said he made 
attempts to contact the 
DPP but he has refused 
to speak with him.
“I called him the first 
Saturday in the year and 
he asked me who gave 
me his number. He said 
that he has secretary but 
when I asked for her 
number to make an ap-

pointment to see him he 
did not give it to me,” 
Sutton said.
Sutton said that if he 
gets no satisfaction he 
will take the matter to  
higher authority.
“ I will take it to England 
if needs be,” he said “I 

am not fretting. I am not 
fussing, “he said.\
The Observer then 
contacted the Director 
of Public Prosecution 
Valston Graham who 
confirmed that the 
Constable Diamonds 
case was resolved. 
“That was dealt with in 
December,” he said
He noted that the time 
he does not have the de-

tail as   he is currently 
off island.
The observer under-
stands that Constable 
Diamond is currently 
back on police duty.
A Star Chamber, now 
outlawed in civilized 
nations,  is where of-
ficials meet secretly to 
decide the fate of sus-

pects without trial..
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Pm Harris Expresses Condolences 
To Taiwan’s President Tsai On 

The Passing Of Her Mother
(Press Unit in the Office of the 
Prime Minister)

St. Kitts and Nevis’ Prime 
Minister, Dr. the Honourable 
Timothy Harris, has ex-

pressed sincere condolences 
to President of the Republic 
of China (Taiwan), Her 
Excellency Dr. Tsai Ing-Wen 
on the passing of her mother, 
Chang Chin-feng, at the age 
of 93.
In a letter to President Tsai, 
dated March 4, 2018, Prime 
Minister Harris wrote: “There 
are few other losses as great 
as that of a mother; thus, I 
offer my support at this un-

doubtedly challenging time. 
I pray that fond memories of 
her will linger vividly in your 
mind and assist in alleviating 
your grief. Dr. Harris con-

tinued by stating, “Although 

I did not have the pleasure 
of meeting her, I surmise, 
though she led a simple and 
low-key life, that she was a 
stellar role model and pillar 

of support, instilling in you 
the values you exhibit today. 
She must have been a proud 
mother as she witnessed your 
rise as the first woman to the 

highest office in your coun-

try.” Prime Minister Harris 
told President Tsai, whom 
he held bilateral discussions 
with in June of 2017 that 

while pressing matters of 
State will compete for her 
attention even at this trying 
moment, “it is my hope that 
you will have ample time to 
cherish and celebrate the life 
of your beloved mother.”
Dr. the Honourable Timothy 
Harris’ letter ended by say-

ing, “In availing myself of 
this opportunity to wish you 
peace and strength at this 
most difficult time, I renew 
to you the assurances of my 
highest consideration and ask 
that you please pass these 
sentiments on to your family 
and your people.”
The Governments of St. Kitts 
and Nevis and the Republic 
of China (Taiwan) have en-

joyed years of strong and mu-

tual bilateral relations since 
the official formalization of 
diplomatic ties in 1983.
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Fire and Rescue Officers Get 
New Techniques in Responding 

to Traffic Accidents By 
Loshaun Dixon

Fire and rescue of-
ficers in St. Kitts will 
be learning new tech-

niques to respond to 
traffic accidents with 
an increase of vehicles 
in the Federation and 
an increase in traffic 
accidents.
The Federation had 51 
vehicular accidents in 
December 2017, while 
January 2018 had 60 
traffic accidents being 
recorded.
This week the Fire and 
Rescue Department 
opened a Road Traffic 
Collision training 
course to teach a new 
set of skills to 14 fire 
officers within its ranks.
Fire Sub-Officer and 
Course Instructor, 
Darnell Archibald, said 
that it was important to  
improve the officers’ 
ability to rescue vic-

tims in accidents.“The 
Federation of St. Kitts 
and Nevis, had an influx 
of vehicles which makes 
the potential for acci-
dents more imminent. 
“He continued, “The 
Fire and Rescue 
Services have made it 
a priority to ensure that 
their first responders are 
prepared...In so doing, 
the course is designed 

to equip 14 participants 
with modern techniques 
and the knowledge re-

quired to effectively 
extricate causalities 
from motor vehicle 
accidents.”
Archibald and his 
co-instructors for 
the course Fire Sub-
Station Officer, 
Timothy Martin  and 
Fire Officer Desmond 
Delashley are regional 
instructors having 

attended a Fire Services 
College in the United 
Kingdom in 2015. 
“We attained qualifi-

cations in Firefighter 
Development Core 
Skills, such as lad-

der operations, knots, 
pumps and hazard-

ous materials, fire 
fighting development 
programme that re-

fers to structural fire 
fighting  procedures 
and techniques, road 
traffic collisions,  

casualty care and ve-

hicle extrication.”
He stated that the 
course will include 
theoretical and practi-
cal formats and par-
ticipants will undergo 
written and practical 
assessments to ensure 
they fully understand 
the new techniques.
Head of the Fire and 
Rescue Department 
Everett O’Garro 

described the course as 
important and timely 
with the huge influx of 
vehicle over the past 
three years. “We can 
agree that with an in-

crease of vehicles you 
would see an increase 
in road traffic collisions 
and we are more than 
likely to see an increase 
in the different type of 
collisions that request 
a response from the 
fire and rescue servic-

es.” He stated that the 

course was a proactive 
approach undertaken 
by the organization he 
leads. “This requires 
us to act as a respon-

sible organization. 
The commencement 
of this training signals 
our proactive approach 
making sure we are 
ready to respond when 
called on to do so.”
O’Garro encouraged 
the officers to take 
the course seriously 
as they will learn new 
techniques that will as-

sist them in effectively 
carrying out their roles. 
As he tells the officers, 
“Due to the very nature 
of your work performed 
by rescue and fire fight-
ing personnel such as 
yourself, it is extremely 
critical that you take 
part in initial and im-

portant comprehensive 
training that will as-

sist you in maintaining 
skills and techniques 
that are critical to your 
daily work.”
He added, “The train-

ing you’re about to 
embark on will do just 
that. A lot is expected 
of you. People’s lives 
literally can be in your 
hands. Apply yourself, 
be attentive, be focused 
and grasp as much as 
you can over the next…
five days.”
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CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS  
REAL ESTATE  REAL ESTATE  EMPLOYMENT  EMPLOYMENT  REAL ESTATE  REAL ESTATE  EMPLOYMENT  EMPLOYMENT

Cashier Needed

VACANCY
One Wood Work Person

Contact: 668-3611/668-1514

VACANCY
One Cook & Server

Telephone:469-5817

VACANCY 
One Carpenter needed
Telephone : 469-2366

 LAND ROVER PARTS
        DIRECT TO YOU FROM THE UK

SWIFT DELIVERY-COMPETITIVE PRICES
Colin Croot: 469-6521

 Ruby.croot@icloud.com

LIQUOR LICENCES 

ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A
To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’
To the Superintendent of Police.
I, Winston P. Flemming
Now residing at Pinneys Beach Street 
in the town or  Village Of Camp Village 
Nevis do hereby give you notice

That it is my intention to apply on Tuesday  
Day of 27/2018 next to District Magistrate
At District C  for a Liquor Licence in 
respect of my 
Premises in ST. Thomas’s Parish

Dated this 13th day of June, 2017.
Signed PFlemming

Suzette’s Leather Creations & Gifts
NEEDED

One Shoe Maker & One Labourer
Contact: 661-8589

Wanted One Domestic Worker
Interested Persons 

Are Asked To Contact: 664-9132

VACANCY
R.S.J Enterprise

Sale Clerk , Cashier & Technician
P O Box 638, Nevis

Help Wanted
Bar Assistance

Telephone: 765-0909

LIQUOR LICENCES 

ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A
To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’

To the Superintendent of Police.

I Stewart  Jeffers

Now residing in 
_______________________ Street in the 
town or village of Farms Estate, Nevis do 
hereby give you notice 

That it is my intention to apply on  Today, 
14th Day of February 2018  next to the 
District Magistrate 

At Charlestown  for a Retail Liquor 
Licence in respect of my 

Premises in -------------------- Street in 
Stoney Grove

Dated this 14th day of February, 2018.

Signed: SJeffers

Vacancy
One Farm Worker

Contact:669-6094

Vacancy
Carpenter Needed

Cotton Ground Village , Nevis
Contact: 667-9182/764-2621

Vacancy
Chirianela Bar 

Government Road
Contact: 665-4613

Vacancy
One Farm Worker

Contact:669-6094

From the Supervisor of Elections. Issue 44: 
the Commonwealth & overseas nationals

The Court in Barbados has ruled.  
Commonwealth citizens living in 
Barbados for three years have the 
right to vote.  As I understand it, 
where they register to vote is deter-
mined by where they have resided 
for the last three months. 
A similar ruling came down in 
the Federation last year, when the 

Court ruled that Commonwealth 
citizens, 18 years and over, who are 
ordinarily resident in St. Kitts and 
Nevis, are eligible to register and 
vote. The regulation that had been 
put in place is that Commonwealth 
citizens, regardless of where they 
came from, would have to reside in 
the country for 12 months and be 
resident in the constituency where 
they are applying to register. The 
question remains as to whether 
Commonwealth persons are en-

titled to the domiciliary condition 
of registration.
In the upcoming elections in Antigua 
& Barbuda,   a Commonwealth 
citizen who has resided in Antigua 
and Barbuda for a period of at least 
three years immediately before the 
qualifying date, is 18 years of age 
or over and has resided in that con-

stituency for a period of at least one 
month before that qualifying date 
is also eligible to vote.  Similarly, 
in Grenada & the Grenadines, the 

requirement for Commonwealth 
citizens to register as voters is that 
they must have been resident for 12 
consecutive months.
Indeed, 10 of the 14 CARICOM 
Commonwealth nations allow for 
Commonwealth citizens to vote, at 
least 5 have one year residency as 
the minimum qualifying condition 
(St. Lucia has 7, the others have 3) 
.
Many of our nationals detest the 
idea of immigrants voting.  But 
as can be seen by its widespread 
nature, it is something that is not 
unique to St Kitts & Nevis.  In fact, 
many of the 53 Commonwealth 
counties have this reciprocal ar-
rangement.  Also, interestingly, 
people do not seem to view them as 
“overseas’ voters, even after they 
return home or move to another 
country.
Meanwhile, the debate rages as to 

the rights of nationals and citizens 
(by descent) living abroad to vote 
at home.  Some argue the point “no 
taxation no representation”.  Others 
defend the innate right of nationals 
(and citizens) to vote, regardless.  
On deeper examination of the issue 
of overseas nationals exercising 
the franchise, the real issue seems 
to be one of campaign financing 
rather than citizen rights. 
But campaign financing is a diffi-
cult beast to tame at this time.  I 
will challenge a student of Political 
Science in a university somewhere 
to research the hypothesis that that 
big money is no guarantee of suc-

cess at the polls. Such a study will 
make interesting reading.
My concern, and all of my efforts 
will be channeled into one man, 
one vote, in the right place and 
fairness for all.

Smart electronics
Vacancy

Laptop/ cellphone technicians 
5 years experience & Fluent in hindi

Call 466-4271

Vacancy
Smart Choice Construction

Needs One Trademan
Contact: 665-2443

Vacancy 
Paola Fishing Enterprise

One Worker
Contact: 661-9419

Vacancy
Paradise Pool Service

One Pool Cleaner
Four Years Experience 

Contact: 760-3959

Vacancy 
James Construction

One Mason
Contact: 669-7971

Vacancy
Gracia Snackette

One Bartender
Contact:663-8804

Vacancy

Charlie’s Bar & Pool Room

Needs One Bartender

Contact: 665-2268

Vacancy
Century Maritime LTD
Fulltime Accountant

Fulltime Marketing Executive
Contact:665-9167
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Shop Keeper Slapped with 
Heavy Fine for Grass

By Monique Washington 

A Nevis shopkeeper, 
the victim of an armed 
robbery last November, 
has now been convicted 
of marijuana possession 
and has two choices...
pay a $10,000 fine in 
one week or face three 
years in prison.
Jeannette “Jenny” 
Brown part owner 

of  L and L Snackette 
in Craddock Road in 
Nevis was found guilty 
at the Magistrate Court 
in Charlestown on 
Tuesday for possession 
of 100 dime bags canna-

bis  with intend to sell. 
Magistrate Yasmine 
Clarke convicted her 
and fined $10,000 to 
be paid in one week or 
face three years at Her 
Majesty’s Prison in St. 

Kitts.
This is quite a turn of 
events for Brown. One 
evening in November 
between 10:30pm- 
11pm two masked per-
sons armed with guns 
enter their shop through 
the front door of the 
snackett.
Speaking with the 
Observer following the 
robbery Brown said 

that  her and her boy-

friend were just about 
to close up and the 
windows were closed 
and only one door was 
opened when two men 
who had masks on their 
face came through the 
door carrying firearms 
and demanded that they 
lay on the floor.
She said that the robbers 
took her bag which had 
a cash amount of about 

EC$10,000. Also in her 
bag were identification 
cards, her cell phone 
and other personal 
items. She said that in 
addition to her personal 
items the robbers stole 
lighters , bamboo pa-

per and her boyfriend’s 
wallet which had about 
EC$600 in it. They also 
pulled her chain from 
neck along with her ear-
rings and a ring given to 
her by her father when 

she was 17. 
Brown said that the 
incident left her terri-
fied  as one of the gun 
men placed the gun to 
her head and the other 
placed his foot on her 
boyfriends face. The 
incident was reported to 
the police however no 
one has been charged 
with this robbery and 
police are current still 
investigating.

AG: St. Kitts-Nevis residents play critical 
role in constitutional, electoral reforms

From the press unit in 
the Office of the Prime 
Minister 

Attorney General 
Senator the Honourable 
Vincent Byron Jr. has 
reiterated the Team 
Unity government’s 
commitment to fulfill-
ing the good governance 
legislative agenda as 
outlined in its manifesto 
and which it promised 
the people of St. Kitts 
and Nevis.
Speaking at the March 
6 People’s Forum 
town hall meeting in 
Sandy Point, Attorney 
General Byron noted 
that the process of con-

stitutional reform has 
already commenced, 
evident by the tabling 
of the Constitution of 
St. Christopher and 
Nevis (Tenure of Office 
of Prime Minister) 
(Amendment) Bill 
2018 in the National 
Assembly in February 
of this year.
“No longer will we 
have a prime minister 
who goes for 20 years,” 
Byron said. “We say two 
terms and move on.” 
With the amendment to 
this bill, a representa-

tive cannot hold office 
as prime minister for 

more than two terms, 
whether or not served 
consecutively.
Byron further stated that 
the Team Unity admin-

istration also intends on 
introducing Freedom of 
Information and Data 
Privacy Legislation in 
the National Assembly 
this year.
As it relates to elec-

toral reform, Senator 
Byron said, “We have 
had problems in this 
country of having an 
election that has been 
manipulated, where 

our voters’ register has 
been corrupted, and we 
say in Team Unity that 
we will no longer have 
such, and so shortly we 
will be entering into a 
complete re-registra-

tion of the voters’ list – 
an enumeration so that 
we can clean up the 
voters’ list.”
According to the at-
torney general, one of 
the fundamental issues 
affecting the electoral 
system in St. Kitts and 
Nevis has to do with 
people registered to 
vote in areas where they 

do not reside. “There 
have been people who 
live in one constituency 
and who are properly 
living there all their 
[lives], yet they go 
and they are placed in 
another constituency 
to register to vote to 
manipulate the system 
[and] to undermine our 
system of democracy,” 
he said. “The voters’ 
list has been corrupted 
by that programme. 
There are others who 
may be properly regis-

tered in one communi-
ty; they grew up there; 
they became adults 

there; they are properly 
registered. And as they 
become mobile, [they] 
might have gotten mar-
ried and moved some-

where else; [yet] they 
don’t move their names 
[and]  they go back 
where they were to vote 
election time and that 
affects our electoral 
system.”
Attorney General 
Byron disclosed that the 
government will seek 
to engage members of 
the public through fo-

rums such as town hall 
meetings and national 

discussions on several 
matters relating to elec-

toral reform. One such 
matter that will be put 
up for public consulta-

tion for the people of 
St. Kitts and Nevis to 
make a determination 
has to do with whether 
or not people who re-

side overseas should be 
allowed to participate 
in the electoral process 
here at home.
“The population of 
St. Kitts and Nevis is 
47,195, or just about 
48,000,” he said. “Of 
that 48,000, some 
34,000-plus are 18 
years and over, and the 
voters’ register should 
consist of people 18 
years and over who live 
and reside in St. Kitts, 
but the last register we 
produced is approxi-
mately 43,000 people 
– that is the number of 
voters in St. Kitts and 
Nevis. There are some 
9,000 people who do 
not reside here in St. 
Kitts and Nevis, but are 
registered to vote, who 
have the right on elec-

tion day to come and 
vote. More than 20 per-
cent of our register does 
not live here,” Attorney 
General Byron stated, 
noting that it is time for 
a review of this process.
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High Waves, Rough Seas Not 
Related to a Tsunami

By Monique Washington

Recent high waves and 
rough seas being expe-

rienced in St.Kitts and 
Nevis are in no way in 
connected with a tsu-

nami according to Jack 
Ngumbah of the Nevis 
Disaster Management 
Office.
High surf up to 5.5 
meters or 18 feet have 
affected the northern 
shorelines of the British 
Virgin Islands, Anguilla 
and Barbuda an Nevis 
. It has been caused by 
a storm hitting the US 
East Coast.
Puerto Rico, if it didn’t 
have enough problems 
recovering from the re-

cent hurricane, has been 
hit hard by the storm. 
John Morales, a TV 

meteorologist in Florida 
who was raised in Puerto 
Rico, is calling it “one 
of the worst ocean swell 
events in recent de-

cades,” and not just for 
Puerto Rico. Hispaniola 
and the Virgin Islands 
are getting smacked by 
these waves, too.
Andy Rivera, who 
runs the Puerto Rico 
Historic Building 
Drawings Society, 
agreed that these are 
the worst waves in 
decades. Rivera said, 
“Hurricane Maria 
didn’t affect Old San 
Juan as much as it 
did the other parts of 
Puerto Rico. But the 
hurricane made the 
historical town “soft-
er” — in other words, 
Maria made Old San 
Juan more susceptible 
to damage from waves 
like these, or even 

everyday storms. “The 
ocean swell event has 
been so impactful in the 
Caribbean,” Morales 
wrote on Twitter, “that 
even within San Juan 
Bay the rising wa-

ter and wave action 
caused damage along 
the outside of ancient 
wall surrounds Old 
San Juan.”
Over in Antigua and 
Barbuda, climatolo-

gist Dale Destin also 
dismissed the tsunami 
warning report, say-

ing that the only thing 
the country was ex-

periencing was high 
surf which had caused 
flooding in some areas.
“There is no tsunami 
bulletin in effect for 
Antigua. There are 
no known significant 
earthquakes that have 
happened in the past 24 

hours and you need an 
earthquake to generate 
a tsunami,” he said.
The high surfs began  
Sunday and is said will 
last  through, today 
Friday, March 9th. Rip 
currents are power-
ful channels of water 
flowing quickly away 
from shore, which oc-

cur most often at low 
spots  and near struc-

tures such as groins 
such as jetties and 
piers. 
Impacts of the cur-
rent weather accord-

ing to Nevis Disaster 
Management is loss 
of life: - strong cur-
rents that can carry 
even the strongest 
swimmers out to sea; 
injuries to beachgoers; 
beach erosion; sea wa-

ter splashing onto low 
lying coastal roads; 

beach closures; local-
ized disruptions to 
marine recreation and 
businesses; financial 
losses; damage to coral 
reefs and disruptions 
to potable water from 
desalination. 
High surfs can knock 
spectators off ex-

posed rocks and jet-
ties. Breaking waves 
may occasionally im-

pact harbors making 
navigating the Harbors 
channel dangerous.
Ngumbah said that all 
the Caribbean islands 
including St Kitts and 
Nevis  will partake 
in Tsunami Exercise 
Caribe Wave 18 . 
He highlighted the 
goals of the exercise. 
“The goal of that ex-

ercise  is to strength-

en the knowledge of 

the evacuation route, 
communication pat-
terns and to assess the 
speed persons will take 
from the unsafe zone 
right through the safe 
ground. All of this is 
to improve resilience 
towards a tsunami  and 
other multi hazards,” 
he said
Ngumbag said tsu-

nami simulation event, 
which will take place 
on March 15, 2018 
The Tsunami Exercise 
Caribe Wave 18 will 
have three scenarios: 
Barbados, Colombia 
and Puerto Rico. All 
scenarios will start, 
with one dummy mes-

sage, at 2pm (time of 
the earthquake) and the 
1st message for each of 
the three scenarios will 
be 5 minutes later at 
2:05.

Government to offer social assistance 
in communities across St. Kitts

SKNIS

The Ministry 
of Community 
Development, Gender 
Affairs and Social 
Services is poised to 
expand its presence in 
districts across St. Kitts 
as a number of social 
assistance programmes 
are decentralized from 
the capital city.
“Instead of the tradi-
tional system where 
you have to journey to 
Basseterre just to collect 
a voucher for groceries 
or medical support, we 
are bringing the servic-

es … to you,” Minister 
of State the Honourable 
Wendy Phipps said 
Tuesday during a town 
hall meeting in Sandy 
Point. The minister has 
responsibility for the 
three previously men-

tioned departments 

and said that effective 
social work cannot be 
done by people who just 
sit behind a desk. As 
such, social assistance, 

community-based and 
child probation offi-

cers will be deployed 
at community centres 
in Old Road, St. Pauls, 

Tabernacle, Cayon, 
East Basseterre and 
McKnight, where they 
can interface more fre-

quently with residents. 

This is the first phase 
of the initiative that 
will be rolled out to 
all community centres 
in St. Kitts. The initial 
centres were chosen 
based on their central 
locations within the 
respective zones used 
by the ministry. The 
officers will work the 
standard public office 
hours of 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m. during weekdays 
when the new system is 
implemented in a few 
weeks.
“The only issue that 
has prevented us from 
moving in already is 
the telecoms infrastruc-

ture because we have to 
put the lines in, includ-

ing the internet, so that 
we can communicate 
with essential services 
and the head office,” 
Phipps stated. “There 
should be greater out-
reach between the 

churches, the schools, 
and the community 
centre, and by exten-

sion it also means that 
some of the requests 
that some of you have 
been coming to me for 
[such as] continuing 
education and skill de-

velopment within the 
community centre will 
now be possible.”
Community residents 
have requested training 
in a number of areas 
such as floral arrange-

ment, basic electrical 
and cake decoration. 
“This is one way for us 
to get that type of train-

ing to [the people] and 
better utilize the cen-

tres so they do not stay 
there and become white 
elephants,” she said. 
“They are meant to 
serve the community, 
so we are bringing the 
services where people 
are.”



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday March 9th, 2018 LOCAL NEWSPage:12

Autopsy 
Reveal Cruel 

Killing of 
Sisters

The autopsies on the 
sisters Naomi and 
Jimmyliah Finch that 
were brutally slain last 
week in Keys have re-

vealed the cruel way 
in which they lost their 
life.
Forensic Pathologist, 
Dr. Valery Alexandrov 
performed the autopsies 
on Monday and they 
revealed that Naomi 
died due to homicidal 
manual strangulation 
while her sister died 
from multiple homi-
cidal chop wounds with 
partial decapitation.
Police have since ar-
rested and charged 
Orvis Pogson with two 
counts of murder and 
he made an appearance 
before the magistrate 
court on Monday when 
he was remanded to Her 
Majesty’s Prison.
According to reports 

he allegedly confessed 
to the killings. After 
strangling the life out 
of Naomi he called 
over Jimmyliah and at-
tack her with the sharp 
weapon.
His confession led to 
the discovery of the 
butchered bodies of the 
sisters. He was arrested 
that same afternoon.
Later that same day , 
in an apparent unre-

lated crime, the body of 
25-year-old Mikelton 
Tyson was found on 
a street in Phillips 
Village. An autopsy 
concluded that he died 
from a single gunshot 
wound to the chest.
For 2018 St. Kitts and 
Nevis has recorded 
five homicides with 
the cause of death of 
23-year-old Shaquille 
Pemberton still 
uncertain.

New price cemetery to be 
constructed in St. Kitts

SKNIS

Residents of Sandy 
Point, New Guinea, 
Newton Ground and 
Halfway Tree will be 
able to take comfort in 
knowing that their de-

ceased loved ones will 
be buried a bit closer 
to home following the 
announcement of plans 
to construct a new pub-

lic cemetery in Sandy 
Point.
Fourteen acres have 
been set aside for 
the burial site east 
of the Sandy Point 
Community Centre. The 
plans were outlined by 
the Honourable Wendy 
Phipps, minister of state 
responsible for health, 
at a town hall meeting 
March 6 in Sandy Point.
There are three private 

cemeteries affiliated 
with the Methodist, 
Anglican and Catholic 
Churches in Sandy 
Point. Other churches 
in the area have to make 
use of the Springfield 
Cemetery in Basseterre, 

which is almost full.
“We (the government) 
want to bring an end to 
that so that people are 
buried in the communi-
ties where they are from, 
and you will have the 

privilege of accessing 
your relatives’ graves 
as often as you wish, 
as part of your grieving 
process to remember 
them on special occa-

sions and have it right 
here in the community,” 
Minister Phipps said.
The infrastructure at the 
cemetery will be based 
on a 9-foot-deep ledge 
system that will allow 
multiple coffins to be 
placed in the same plot.
“What that does is that 
it extends the life of the 
cemetery,” the minis-

ter said. “It also allows 
you, if you are inter-
ested, to have a family 
plot so that your mother 
and father or whoever 
can be in that same plot 
together.”
The government 
has already spent 
some $100,000 to 
clear the allocated 
land. Officials at the 
Ministry of Sustainable 
Development are sched-

uled to begin mapping 
the boundaries to be 
used by the various de-

nominations within the 
cemetery in the coming 
weeks. The 14 acre of 
land space will make 
the new cemetery the 
largest one on the is-

land. Officials estimate 
that the facility will last 
approximately 25 years.
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Nevis Premier Satisfied with Progress 
of Treasury Reconstruction Project 

Premier of Nevis Hon. 
Mark Brantley ex-

pressed satisfaction 
with the ongoing con-

struction of the Treasury 
Reconstruction Project 
in Charlestown hop-

ing the building will be 
ready for business by 
early 2014. The build-

ing was gutted January 
17, 2014 in a still unex-

plained fire. 
Premier Brantley was 
taking Cabinet mem-

bers and Colin Dore, 
Permanent Secretary in 
the Ministry of Finance 
and  Collin Walters, 
Architect and Project 
Manager. on a tour of 
the construction site to 
assess progress on the 
18-month project fund-

ed by the Sugar Industry 
Diversification  Fund 
(SIDF). Construction 
commenced in October 
2017. 
“I am very happy to 
see what I have seen 

here today… we look 
forward to this project 
being completed in the 
next 12 months so that 
by next year we would 
hope…we could move 
all our services back 
to where they were 
prior to, of course, this 
terrible fire that, we 
had, burn this building 
down,” he said.   
The Premier, who is 
also the Minister of 

Finance in the Nevis 
Island Administration 
(NIA) described the 
project as an impor-
tant one for the gov-

ernment. He said they 

are committed to re-

building the structure 
to provide a central 
point for the provision 
of services offered by 
the Inland Revenue 
and Information 
T e c h n o l o g y 
Departments.  
“This building is quite 
impressive in terms of 
its size and its scope. 
We have heard that it 
will provide for the 

various services. We 
have elevators that are 
in this building.  
“We are going to have 
handicap access which, 

I think, many people 
living with disabilities 
have complained that 
many of our public 
buildings don’t provide 
for them. So that provi-
sion is made and I think 
we are forward-looking 
in terms of what we are 
seeking to accomplish 
here,” he said. 
The Premier used the 
opportunity to thank the 
SIDF and its Councils 

for their invaluable as-

sistance with substan-

tial financing. 
He also thanked lo-

cal contractor LEFCO 

Equipment and 
Construction Company 
and encouraged them to 
continue to provide the 
quality of work they 
have become famous 
for. 
Dore expressed hope 
that the Inland Revenue 
and IT Departments 
would reoccupy the 
premises by mid-2019. 
He explained that 

offices of the Treasury 
Department, the Inland 
Revenue Cashiering 
Division and the Tax 
Payer Services would 
occupy the bottom 

floor of the three storey 
building. The second 
floor would house the 
Audit Division and 
Property Tax Valuation 
officers of the Inland 
Revenue Department. 
The IT Department 
would occupy the third 
floor. 
Dore reiterated that 
when completed the 
building would have 
the same acoustic 

look as buildings in 
Charlestown.  
“The bottom of this 
building traditionally 
was stone-clad and it 
is the intention on the 
finished product to 
have the bottom portion 
stone-clad as well. The 
top portion would carry 
the lapboard as we 
have other surrounding 
buildings in and around 
Charlestown,” he said. 
In terms of the build-

ing’s height, the 
Permanent Secretary 
assured that beyond 
the steel frame already 
erected, the roof would 
not be much taller. 
“What we are seeing in 
terms of the steel frame 
structure is the final 
height of the building 
and it is not substan-

tially higher than any 
of the other buildings 
in Charlestown. There 
would be a little sec-

tion of roof on the top 
which is about six feet 
high… 
“So I want to assure the 
public that everything 
will be done to ensure 
the building carries 
the same architectural 
look as all the other 
buildings in and around 
Charlestown,” he said. 
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Citizens And Residents Applaud 
The Progress And Development 

Created By The Team Unity 
Government Of St. Kitts And Nevis

(Press Unit in the Office 
of the Prime Minister) 

The diligent work put 
forth by the Team Unity 
Government to turn 
around the economic 
and social landscape of 
St. Kitts and Nevis that 
has led to an improved 
standard of living for 
Kittitians and Nevisians 
everywhere was high-

lighted and applauded 
by ordinary men and 
women in the country.  
This show of grati-
tude for what the Team 
Unity Administration 
has done and continues 
to do was expressed 
Tuesday (March 6) eve-

ning during the third 
in a series of town hall 
meetings organized 
by the Government of 
St. Kitts and Nevis. 
Tuesday’s meeting was 
held at the Sandy Point 
Community Centre.
Following the spirited 
and informative pre-

sentations by Minister 
of State within the 
Ministry of Health, 
Gender Affairs et 
al., the Honourable 

Wendy Phipps; 
Deputy Prime Minister 
and Parliamentary 
Representative for 
Constituency #5, the 
Honourable Shawn 
Richards, and Prime 
Minister, Dr. the 
Honourable Timothy 
Harris, one by one in-

dividuals got up and 
commended the Team 
Unity Administration 
for the strides it has 
made in just three years 
to improve the lives of 
Kittitians and Nevisians 
at home and abroad.
Mr. Glenville Mills of 

Sandy Point expressed 
sincere thanks and grat-
itude to the Honourable 
Shawn Richards for 
the work he has done 
to bring about bet-
ter quality of life in 
Constituency #5. 
“I am grateful for the 
deputy prime minister 
because when I look 
above me, I see some 
beautiful project hous-

es. Just a little below, 
I see the lovely new 
recreation grounds and 
what enhances it are 
those beautiful lights 
that the deputy prime 

minister brought there,” 
Mr. Mills stated. 
Popular calypso-

nian, Sylvester “King 
Socrates” Hodge, said 
the Government has 
indeed accomplished 
much in a short space of 
three years. He added, 
“I am here to say thank 
you to the Government 
and all the folks who 
made things possible 
for all you have done 
over the past three years 
in keeping faith with the 
promises you made to 
the people and all that 
you have been able to 

achieve in terms of de-

velopment in the coun-

try. I’ve been known 
for many years as a so-
called PAM calypsonian 
but I am first and fore-

most a national and I 
am very happy and hon-

oured with the progress 
I have seen over the past 
three years.”
Other residents of Sandy 
Point and Constituency 
#5 were particularly 
elated with the news that 
agreements were signed 
on Sunday, March 4, for 
the construction of the 
luxurious Six Senses 

Resort and Spa at La 
Vallee Greens. 
Ms. Cyndie Demming 
stated, “We want to con-

gratulate Team Unity 
especially for the news 
we had on the weekend 
with the signing cere-

mony of the Six Senses 
Hotel, and Mr. Richards, 
Sandy Pointers are say-

ing to you through me 
that we want most of 
those jobs…and when 
the construction starts, 
young men – the prime 
minister said tonight 
don’t say there aren’t 
any job opportunities – 
please go and apply.”
The Team Unity 
Government was also 
commended for intro-

ducing traffic lights 
in Basseterre, which 
has since significantly 
reduced traffic con-

gestion in the capital 
city. Cabinet members 
were also urged to 
stay connected to the 
people through more 
events such as town 
hall meetings and one-
on-one consultations 
within their respective 
constituencies. 
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Nevis pet owners are outraged over 
rampant illegal dog poisoning on the 

island and are demanding it stop
On Tuesday home own-

er Mary Ann Virant ap-

proached the Observer 
and said that her one 
and half year-old dog 
Border Collie, Emily 
was poisoned at the 

New River Estate.
“We came over to New 
River to check out the 
progress on the recla-

mation project. Emily 
was a sweet little puppy 

with a kind heart. She 
was going to be my 
next therapy dog. 
At home in St Louis 
(United States), I visit 
Children’s’ Hospitals 
and nursing homes with 

my dog. She was a little 
angel and is now in 
heaven but I am hurt-
ing,” she said.
Virant who owns a 
home on Nevis said 

that she brings her dogs 
with her whenever she 
travels. 
Virant is just one of the 
many pet owners who 
have claimed to lose 
their pets to poisoning. 
Pauline Ngunjiri speak-

ing with the Observer 
said that three of her 
dogs were poisoned 
while living in a fenced 
yard 
“Those poisoning dogs 
on private property 
should be aware that the 
children or even adults 
can touch the poison 
unawares. One dog was 
fighting to survive. The 
three dogs look clean 
and well taken care 
of. I miss my dog. My 
grandson and I always 
said “our dog”. 
“Why should a dog that 
does not leave its yard 
be poisoned? My dog 
was very friendly. It 
was not a threat to live-

stock. I may understand 
a livestock owner being 
distressed by dogs go-

ing near a pen but my 
dog was not that type,” 
she said.
Virant said that she un-

derstands that livestock 
farmers are trying to 
protect their flock by 
poising wild dogs . But 
she says there should 

be signs  placed warn-

ing dog owners to keep 
their dog on a leash. 
“I understand that you 
are trying to protect you 
sheep and goats , un-

fortunately an innocent 
victim who was here for 
a short time was caught 
in the middle,” she said.
She noted that she later 
discovered that a plastic 
bag tied on the fence 
close to the bushed 
contained poison that 
claimed her dog life.
 Virant’s message to 
farmers is: “I am not 
angry at you. I just want 
to be hopefully by this 
note it helps you un-

derstand that people 
come to Nevis to ex-

plore Heritage Sites like 
New River and need 
to be warned about the 
poison.”
“Please,” she said “I 
implore you, stop. If 
you could personally 
feel my pain perhaps 
you harden heart would 
soften.”
The Observer con-

firmed with the Police 
Public Relations Officer 
that dog poisoning is a 
criminal offence and 
evidence of such ac-

tions should be reported 
to the police. 
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Education, including health education 
helps empower women, says Nevis 
Health and Gender Affairs Minister

NIA

The following is a state-

ment by Hon. Hazel 
B r a n d y - W i l l i a m s , 
Minister of Health 
and Gender Affairs on 
Nevis delivered by Mrs. 
Nicole Slack-Liburd, 
Permanent Secretary in 
the Ministry of Health 
at the Department of 
Gender Affairs’ Health 
is Wealth Seminar for 
Women and Girls on 
March 08, 2018, at the 
St. Paul’s Anglican 
Church Hall, to mark 
the observance of 
International Women’s 
Day and World Kidney 
Day.
I bring you greetings 
on the occasion of 
International Women’s 
Day. A day when the 
world applauds the 
achievements of wom-

en, and recognizes 
the challenges that we 

still face with regard 
to gender equality and 
empowerment.
As Minister of Health 
and Gender Affairs, I 
recognize that one of 
the ways that the em-

powerment of women is 
realized is through edu-

cation, including that of 
health education.
I applaud the Gender 
Affairs Department for 
twinning health and 
gender in this way, as 
it recognizes the inter-
linkages between these 
two areas. If we ex-

amine the Sustainable 
Development Goals for 
example, we see the 
link between gender 
and sexual and repro-

ductive health, as well 
as maternal mortal-
ity for example, which 
also highlights the is-

sue of women’s health.
This seminar entitled 

“health is wealth” tar-
gets women from both 
the public and private 
sectors and will discuss 
various issues that af-
fect women including 
chronic kidney disease, 
as well as its risk fac-

tors such as diabetes 
and hypertension, and 
the issues of aging and 
related factors includ-

ing menopause.
We highlight women’s 
issues and that of 
women’s health during 
this month of activities 
in commemoration of 
International Women’s 
Day. The advancement 
of women however, is a 
permanent priority for 
the Ministry of Health 
and Gender Affairs. 
This is evident through 
our various pro-

grammes which address 
maternal health such as 
cervical cancer screen-

ing, and antenatal and 
post-natal clinics which 

also provide obstetrics 
and gynaecological 
services.
Programmes for the 
empowerment of wom-

en include training in 
non-traditional occu-

pations for women, as 
well as the education 
of women and men on 
matters relating to gen-

der in the workplace 
including that of sexual 
harassment.
The theme for 
International Women’s 
Day calls for women to 
be activists and trans-

form women’s lives. At 
the end of this session, 
I expect you to be mo-

tivated and empowered 
to change any risky be-

haviours you may have 
such as the consump-

tion of unhealthy foods 
and beverages, and 
your lack of physical 
exercise. This practice 
will help you to keep 

Non Communicable 
Diseases at bay, as well 
as manage conditions 
that you may already 
have.
As nurtures, in society, 
we women recognize 
that we should not 
only change our own 
behaviours, but that 
of our families includ-

ing our children. I en-

courage you to make a 
pledge today to reduce 
the amount of Cheetos, 
sodas and candies that 
we give our children.
After the conclusion 
of this session, I also 
expect you to garner 
information about 
menopause that can 
prepare you for this 
stage of your life, in-

cluding coping with 
symptoms such as hot 
flashes, and dispelling 
some of the associ-
ated myths including 
inevitable weight gain. 

After you have been 
motivated and em-

powered, I am sure 
that some of you may 
want further informa-

tion about these topics. 
I am positive that the 
facilitators will wel-
come your immediate 
questions and further 
queries.
You can of course also 
follow up with the 
Community Health 
Department including 
the Health Promotion 
Unit, our six health 
centres, the Gender 
Affairs Department, 
and your private phy-

sician so you can con-

tinue to be encouraged.
Let us continue to press 
for progress, as we aim 
to advance our health, 
which will not only 
benefit us as individu-

als but our communi-
ties and our country.

Mrs. Nicole Slack Liburd, Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Health delivering a statement on behalf of Minister of Health and Gender Affairs on Nevis, at 
the Health is Wealth Seminar for Women and Girls at the St. Paul’s Anglican Church Hall hosted by the Department of Gender Affairs in observance of Interna-

tional Women’s Day and World Kidney Day on March 08, 2018
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Another Luxury Hotel Inked 
for Construction in St. Kitts; 

More  Jobs Promised
By Loshaun Dixon

St. Kitts and Nevis as a 
top tourist destination 
will get another boost 
with the addition of a 
Six Senses Hotel to be 
built in Sandy Point on 
500 acres previously 
identified as the site of 
the  failed La Vallee 
Greens project. 
The hotel will be con-

structed by Range 
Development the same 
company that construct-
ed the Park Hyatt Hotel.
With the Caribbean’s 
first  Park Hyatt hotel 
opened in St. Kitts and 
Nevis in November 
2017 and the announce-

ment of the construction 
of  the Ritz Carlton and 
the plan for the region’s 
first underwater hotel 
another first has already 
been inked.  The deal 
for a Six Senses Hotel 
will further solidify the 
Federations tourism 
footprint pn the global 
scene.                         .
Prime Minister of St. 
Kitts and Nevis the 
Hon. Dr. Timothy 
Harris indicated that 
the deal to bring the 
seven star hotel brand 
to the Federation when 
constructed, will be 
now part of the tourism 
offerings of St. Kitts 
and Nevis and the so-

cio economic life of the 
Federation
“I thought that Six 
Senses was a dream 
of some sorts,” Dr 
Harris said adding, 
“Six Senses a luxury 
resort attempting to of-
fer something distinctly 
different, a unique ex-

perience for its clients.”
Dr. Harris noted that 
three months after the 
historic opening of the 
Park Hyatt Hotel a deal 
has now been inked 
for another luxury ho-

tel to be developed by 

Range. “We now boast 
the first park Hyatt in the 
Caribbean and we now 
can boast having inked 
the first real arrange-

ment for the six senses 
first luxury property in 
the Caribbean. With all 
that is happening we can 
say a solid foundation 
has now being set for 
the prosperity that we 
promised the people of 
St. Kitts and Nevis.”
He then noted that La 
Vallee Greens can now 
play a significant role 
of the landscape of St. 
Kitts and Nevis having 
formed a significant part 
of the public debt to the 
tune of nearly $62 mil-
lion in a failed project. 
“There is more about the 
history making that one 
should be aware because 
today for the first time we 
are giving what was then 
described as La Vallee 
Greens its first historic 
opportunity to contrib-

ute to the well being of 
our country and the wel-
fare of our people,” Dr. 

Harris disclosed.  
He continued, “If we 
were to ask randomly 
what was La Vallee… a 
piece of land with some 
green fence…that has 
been there for years as 
it was waiting for some-

thing to happen. 
“Today Team Unity has 
consecrated the future 
of La Vallee Greens 
and development in our 
country by being able to 
bring not just any hotel 
but one of the most pres-

tigious five-star resorts 
to La Vallee. Something 
good then is happening.” 
Dr Harris added that 
more jobs will be added 
into the economy espe-

cially to north western tip 
of the island during the 
construction of this proj-
ect, which is scheduled 
to begin in September of 
this year.  He said that a 
once burden on the peo-

ple of St. Kitts and Nevis 
will soon be transformed 
into opportunities for the 
entire Federation.  “If 

the experience of Park 
Hyatt represents a good 
foundation on which 
to make the deduction, 
hundreds of our people 
will be able to find work 
at a luxurious resort. So 
the albatross of nearly 
500 acres of land lay-

ing waste at La Vallee 
Greens is now lifted and 
hope and opportunities 
spring eternal for our 
people,” Dr. Harris said.
Tourism Minister 
Lindsay Grant highlight-
ed that the Six Senses 
brand only develops ho-

tels in unique parts of the 
world which is a demon-

stration to the beauty of 
St. Kitts and Nevis.
“Six Senses only de-

velops resorts in the 
World’s most unique and 
exquisite destinations. I 
believe that this is also 
a singular testament to 
the natural beauty of St. 
Kitts’ landscape to be-

come one of those pre-

mier destinations.”  
Grant added that the Six 

Senses Brand will seek 
to preserve the islands 
culture and incorporate 
the design and develop-

ment of the Resort with 
nature in mind.“I am 
also advised that it is Six 
Senses’ philosophy with 
regards to sustainability, 
wellness and premier 
service that makes it 
an ideal fit for St. Kitts 
as it complements our 
own vision and direc-

tion for our tourism 
product,” he added.  
“We are bringing to the 
Caribbean something 
the Caribbean has nev-

er seen,” Grant noted.
President of Six 
Senses Hotels Resorts 
Spas, Mr. Bernhard 
Bohnenberger, was 
quoted in a releases as 
being impressed with 
the serene beauty at La 

Vallee Greens. “When 
I drove up to the site 
what fascinated me is 
that you see the entire 
nation, you see so much 
when you come from 
the airport and you go 
up there – you see how 
people live, you see ag-

riculture, you see that 
fortress up on the hill, 
you see so many things 
and what we always 
look out for in every re-

sort is to connect with 
the people.”
Constistuency repre-

sentative for Sandy 
Point Deputy Prime 
Minister Hon. Shawn 
Richards said that the 
rationale behind the 
hotel is coming to the 
federation and Sandy 
Point to make sure they 
are able to bring more 
jobs. “La Vallee be-

came known as a long 
green fence. The lon-

gest green fence you 
saw anywhere in the 
world was at La Vallee, 
but finally something 
good is happening at 
La Vallee
“I have said that La 
Vallee had it been able 
to progress would have 
been good for Sandy 
point and the surround-

ing communities but 
under the former ad-

ministration 62 Million 
was spent and we have 
nothing to show for it,” 
Richards added.
The 125 room Ritz 
Carlton Hotel an-

nounced earlier this 
year is set to be con-

structed on South 
Friars Bay on the South 
East peninsula while 
details of the underwa-

ter hotel have yet to be 
disclosed.

“Tim Caines & Associates invites suitable experience persons to apply for 
the following available positions;

1- Office Manager 2- Project Assistant (Construction) 
3- Labourer Technician

Resumes for positions 1 and 2 may be sent to tim@timcainesandassociates.
com ; or all positions may be applied for in person by calling 869-469-

2184 for an appointment.”

VACANCY
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‘State of Emergency’ in Jamaica 
Helping Suppress Gang Activity

CARIBBEAN360

Lawmen are report-
ing that the Enhanced 
Security Measures – 
formerly referred to as a 
State of Emergency – in 
the northwestern parish 
of St James is making 
an impact, particularly 
when it comes to sup-

pressing gang activity.
According to Deputy 
Superintendent Ainsley 
McCarthy, during the 
period ending February 
28, a total of 916 per-
sons were taken into 
custody.
He said 65 of the de-

tainees were charged 
for various offences and 
that 24 of the 916 still 
remain in detention. 
Among those detained 
were 37 juveniles be-

tween the ages of 15 and 

17, who were processed 
and later released by the 
Jamaica Constabulary 
Force (JCF).
“Of the 24 persons that 
we have in custody, we 
have an interest in a 
number of them, who 

are in some way or an-

other related to gangs,” 
McCarthy said.
“We have applied for 
10 detention orders 
from the Minister (of 
National Security) to 
have some of these 

persons remanded in 
custody for an extended 
period of time. We also 
intend to apply for de-

tention orders for a fur-
ther seven who are in 
custody.”
McCarthy said since 

some of the detainees 
were taken into custody 
during the Enhanced 
Security Measures, 
there has been a notice-

able decrease in gang 
activities and the “par-
ish has been returning to 
some sort of normalcy”.
He noted that at the 
beginning of the opera-

tions, there were some 
opening guidelines for 
shops, bars, clubs, gas 
stations and other busi-
nesses, but those hours 
were reviewed and ex-

tended and the Jamaica 
Constabulary Force is 
“pleased with the re-

sults that we are seeing 
so far”.
The Deputy 
Superintendent also re-

ported that the issue of 
overcrowding and other 
glitches that were ex-

perienced in the initial 

stages of the operations 
have been resolved.
A State of Emergency 
in St James took ef-
fect on January 18 for 
an initial period of 14 
days, but was subse-

quently extended to 
May 2, following a 
unanimous vote for an 
extension in the House 
of Representatives.
Officials subsequently 
stopped using the term 
‘State of Emergency’ 
and instead referred 
to ‘Enhanced Security 
Measures’. National 
Security Minister 
Robert Montague ex-

plained that was done 
because the island’s 
tourist capital, Montego 
Bay, is located in St 
James and ‘State of 
Emergency’ has a 
negative connotations 
overseas.

CLICO Policyholders in Barbados 
Start Getting Payouts; OECS 
Policyholders Not Forgotten

CARIBBEAN360

After years of wait-
ing, people who had 
policies with insurance 
company CLICO have 
started to get money 
back. And Minister of 
Finance Chris Sinckler 
says policyholders in the 
Organization of Eastern 
Caribbean States 
(OECS) could be next in 
line.
From March 1, 
Barbadian policyhold-

ers began receiving pay-

ments on some of the 
instruments they held 
with the company which 
is now being managed 
by Resolution Life 
Assurance Company 
Limited. Sinckler made 
the disclosure yesterday 

following discussions 
with Resolution Life’s 
Executive Chairman, 
Clenell Goodman and 
Chief Executive Officer, 
Cheryl Senhouse at 
the new company’s 

headquarters.
“We are elated that fi-

nally payments are be-

ing made, [so] we are 
coming good with our 
promise to make our 

policyholders whole 
again. It has been a long 
wait and much suffer-
ing….We do apologize 
for the length of time 
that it has taken, but 
some of those matters 
were beyond our imme-

diate control, as CLICO 
International Life was 
under judicial manage-

ment, supervised by the 
court and we had to fol-
low those processes to 
the stage where we are 
at now,” he said.
Senhouse added that, on 
average, the payment 
to the annuitants was 
about BDS$400,000 
(US$200,000) per 
month and payments 
were made for January 
and February of 2018. 
“Thereafter, we will be 
ensuring that current 

payments to those poli-
cyholders remain on 
track and that the back-

log of amounts that is 
owed to those persons 
is settled within the six-
month timeframe that we 
originally would have 
outlined,” she explained.
Meantime, Sinckler 
sought to give the as-

surance that those poli-
cyholders in the OECS 
who were awaiting a 
resolution are not far 
from thought.
“We decided to go 
with the Barbados first 
option, and not the 
Barbados-only option, 
because the restructure 
proposal was for the en-

tire CLICO portfolio,” 
he said “We still have 
issues to work out in the 

OECS. We believe that 
when we see what is 
happening here and how 
this has unfolded, and 
that policyholders are 
seeing the benefits of the 
exercise, we can encour-
age them to get on board 
so the second phase of 
the restructuring can be 
completed.”
Sinckler said he was 
happy that Resolution 
Life, which deals with 
the portfolio instruments 
under CLICO is under 
excellent management.
The minister said he was 
also extremely comfort-
able with the regulations 
put in place since the 
CLICO collapse, mainly 
the Financial Services 
Commission Act and 
Insurance Act.
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More than $11.1 million in loan 
guarantees approved to help USVI 

small businesses in 2017
To help local small 
businesses through lo-

cal banks in the ter-
ritory, the US Virgin 
Islands Economic 
Development Authority 
(USVIEDA) approved 

38 loan guarantee sup-

port applications in the 
amount of $11.1 mil-
lion through the State 
Small Business Credit 
Initiative (SSBCI). 
Of this amount, $10.2 

million that has been 
committed and/or ex-

pended has the poten-

tial of creating and/
or retaining approxi-
mately 600 jobs and 
millions in tax revenues 

for the territory from 
SSBCI loan guarantee 
activities.
The approval of these 
loan guarantee sup-

port applications by the 

USVIEDA as of the end 
fiscal year 2017 have 
helped local small busi-
nesses get access to fund-

ing to help them sustain, 
or grow, their business. 
The fiscal year for the 
US Virgin Islands ends 
on September 30.
The USVIEDA has been 
designated by Kenneth 
Mapp, governor of the 
US Virgin Islands, to 
administer the final 
disbursement of three 
one-third increments of 
funding under the SSBCI 
program in the USVI. 
Currently, loan guaran-

tees are up to 50 percent 
of the total loan amount 
at banks in the USVI that 
are participating in the 
SSBCI program.
In October 2011, the 
USVI was awarded 
$13.1 million from the 
US Department of the 
Treasury as a partici-
pating state under the 
SSBCI program that was 
established by the Small 
Business Jobs Act of 
2010.
“These federal funds 
from the SSBCI Program 
were disbursed to the 
USVIEDA by the US 
Department of the 
Treasury in three one-
third (1/3rd) increments 
to specifically finance 
programs with local 
banks under the USVI 
SSBCI loan enhancement 
programs. These pro-

grams are the Collateral 
Support Program, Credit 
Guarantee Program, and 
the Payment, Surety, 
and Performance 
Bond Program,” said 
USVIEDA acting chief 
executive officer, Wayne 
L. Biggs, Jr.
The USVI State 
Small Business Credit 
Initiative (SSBCI) 
Program is a loan guar-
antee and bonding pro-

gram that is designed 
to help create and grow 
small businesses, and 

create jobs and tax rev-

enues for the US Virgin 
Islands. Under the 
USVI’s SSBCI program, 
loan guarantees enable 
small businesses to ob-

tain term loans or lines-
of-credit. If approved, 
the USVIEDA provides 
banks with a percentage 
guarantee as security for 
the loan or line of credit.
“The local banks that 
are currently participat-
ing in the SSBCI are 
Merchants Commercial 
Bank, Bank of Nova 
Scotia, First Bank and 
Banco Popular de Puerto 
Rico. However, we en-

courage small-business 
owners to first contact 
the staff at the Economic 
Development Bank be-

fore they apply at these 
banks so that they can 
get a good understanding 
about how the SSBCI 
program works, how the 
program can help them 
and their business, and 
learn more about the 
program’s application 
process,” added Biggs.
Funds from this program 
can be used by small 
businesses for, but are not 
limited to, start-up costs, 
working capital, busi-
ness procurement, fran-

chise fees, equipment, 
inventory, construction, 
renovations, and tenant 
improvements to eligi-
ble business site. Some 
restrictions apply.
The State Small Business 
Credit Initiative is a 
federal loan guaran-

tee program under the 
US Department of the 
Treasury, which was 
funded with $1.5 bil-
lion to strengthen state 
programs that support 
private financing to 
small businesses and 
small manufacturers. 
The US Department of 
the Treasury allocated 
funds to 47 states, terri-
tories, and the District of 
Columbia.
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LaRocque says all should 
celebrate women, girls

The following is a mes-

sage from Ambassador 
Irwin LaRocque, 
s e c r e t a r y - g e n e r a l , 
CARICOM, on the oc-

casion of March 8’s 
International Women’s 
Day 2018: 
It is a distinct honour 
and pleasure for me to 
celebrate our women 
and girls across the 
Caribbean ommunity 
on the occasion of the 
107th Anniversary of 
International Women’s 
Day.
 International Women’s 
Day affords us the op-

portunity to reflect on 
gender equality and 
the advancement of 
women and to continue 
to #PressForProgress, 
as this year’s theme and 
call to action suggests.
This year’s celebration 

is being observed in the 
wider context of signifi-

cant global movements 
for women’s rights, 
justice, equality, de-

velopment and peace, 
as well as movements 
against domestic abuse, 
sexual harassment and 
femicide.
These movements for 
change provide op-

portunities to combat 
sexual harassment 
and gender-based vio-

lence, and when linked 
with the Sustainable 
Development Agenda 
2030, additional gains 
such as good health 
and well-being, quality 
education and increased 
political participation 
may be realised. The 
global community is on 
a mission to close the 
gaps that hinder such 
achievement and leave 

some behind.
According to the World 
Economic Forum, 
which measures gender 
equality on a global 
scale, “2017 was the 
first time in more than 
10 years that the gen-

der gap began to widen 
again.”  The report indi-
cates that it could still 
take “another 100 years 
before the global equal-
ity gap between men 
and women disappears 
entirely. A gender pay 
gap persists across the 
globe and women are 
still not present in equal 
numbers in business or 
politics.”
Women across the world 
remain an underutilised 
resource in the labor 
force. Participation 
rates, according to the 
International Monetary 
Fund in 2015, averaged 

around 80 percent for 
men and 50 percent 
for women. Therefore, 
nearly half of women’s 
productive potential 
remains untapped com-

pared to one-fifth for 
men.
Latin America and 
the Caribbean saw the 
largest gains in female 
labour force participa-

tion in the world during 
the last two decades. 
Women in the region 
are closing the gap with 
men, and catching up 
their counterparts in ad-

vanced economies at an 
impressive rate. Since 
the research shows 
that approximately 
half of the women in 
Latin America and the 
Caribbean are not in the 
labor force, increasing 
female labour force par-
ticipation stands out as 
one of the under-tapped 
engines of growth. The 
share of women with a 
college education now 
exceeds that of men in 
several Latin American 
and Caribbean countries 
and their productiv-

ity and contribution to 

GDP is increasing. Yet 
women’s pay and em-

ployment opportunities 
still lag behind that of 
their male counterparts.
On International 
Women’s Day, women 
across the world come 
together to highlight the 
many inequalities, espe-

cially those experienced 
by groups such as rural 
women and girls, who 
will come into sharp fo-

cus as the 62nd Session 
of the Commission on 
the Status of Women 
convenes at the United 
Nations (UN) in New 
York later this month. 
These women continue 
to till the soil and pro-

duce the food that feed 
their families, commu-

nities and nations.  et 
UN Women reminds 
us that on almost every 
measure of develop-

ment, because of deep 
seated gender inequali-
ties and discrimination, 
rural women fare worse 
than rural men or urban 
women. They constitute 
less than 20 percent of 
landholders worldwide 
and, while the global 

pay gap between men 
and women stands at 23 
percent, in rural areas 
it can be as high as 40 
percent.  The Caribbean 
Development Bank 
(CDB) Country Gender 
Assessment Synthesis 
Report 2015 reminds 
us that in our region, 
the agricultural sector 
remains male domi-
nated in relation to land 
ownership, access to 
credit and other means 
of production.
People around the 
world, especially 
women, are mobiliz-

ing to press for a more 
just society, but women 
cannot do it alone; men 
and boys must become 
involved as we too have 
a shared responsibil-
ity in achieving gender 
equality.
On March 8, please join 
me and concerned citi-
zens of the Caribbean 
Community and rest 
of the world to cel-
ebrate women and 
girls, but above all to 
PressForProgress!



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday March 9th, 2018LOCAL NEWS Page:23REGIONAL NEWS

Jamaica’s Ruling 
Party Keeps Seat 

in By-Election
CARIBBEAN360

The Jamaica Labour Party (JLP) has 
retained the St Andrew North West 
seat, following their candidate’s re-

sounding victory in yesterday’s by-
election in the constituency.
Preliminary results show the JLP’s Dr 
Nigel Clarke receiving 61 per cent of 
the vote (4,448 votes) to the People’s 
National Party’s (PNP) Keisha 
Hayle’s 39 per cent (2,812), to take 
over as MP for the area that had been 
represented by Derrick Smith since 
1989, until his recent retirement from 
politics.
The economist and businessman’s 
win maintains the JLP’s 33-30 major-
ity in the House of Representatives.
“Today, as elected Member of 
Parliament by the democratic will and 
choice of the people of St Andrew 
North Western, from here on I devote 

my energies, my skills and my talents, 
towards advancing the interest of the 
people of the constituency,” he said 
after being declared winner.
Clarke, who serves on the 
Government’s Economic Growth 
Council and is chairman of the 
National Housing Trust, told JLP 
supporters he would get to work right 
away.
“I have listened and I have heard and 
I understand your concerns, and with 
the support and help of all of my col-
leagues on the platform I’m going to 
work on your behalf. We went out 
and we asked you to ring the bell 
for Nigel, and that is what you did; 
you rang the bell for Nigel. I want 
to thank you from the bottom of my 
heart,” he said.
The Electoral Office of Jamaica (EOJ) 
said the voter turnout was around 24 
per cent, which was not unusual for 
by-elections.
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