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The never-
ending debate

The debate will not go away. It is being kept alive on radio talk shows, in 
bar shops and in street corners.  It was always a hot topic, but it has become 
hotter ever since it was introduced into our National Parliament: this issue 
of whether nationals who are resident overseas should be allowed to vote.

One caller to a talk show pointed out that the Constitution is silent on the 
matter.  Another described the voters list as a “legally fraudulent” document 
in that these people who RESIDE overseas are attesting that they RESIDE 
at a specific address in the Federation.  He saw this list as institutionalizing 
corruption. To complicate matters further, the issue of voting rights of non-
nationals living abroad was also raised.

One radio host broadened the debate by asking whether illiterates and men-
tally incompetent persons should be allowed to vote. There were no clear 
answers.  The arguments on both sides are compelling.

The Observer is of the view that the matter need not be that complicated. 
We feel that every registrant has a right to vote.  Once we accept that prem-
ise, then the argument becomes easier: does every national has a right to 
REGISTER.  Just as there are restrictions as to who can offer themselves as 
candidates, there are restrictions (beyond the obvious age requirement) for 
registration.  The key to the issue is to PREVENT registration.

The relevant section of the Legislation says that a person is disqualified 
from being registered as a voter and shall not be so registered if he or she 
is certified to be insane or otherwise adjudged to be of unsound mind under 
any law.  A person who has been sentenced to prison for twelve months 
or more or who has been sentenced to death by a court in any part of the 
Commonwealth has not suffered the punishment to which he or she was 
sentenced or has not been pardoned is also disqualified for registration as a 
voter.  But what if that person was already registered?

Is it our intention to stop or de-register persons who migrate; to stop persons 
who migrated from ever registering to vote or to stop persons who have 
never lived here from registering to vote?  

Our Register is based on either residence or on domicile.  Should it be based 
on both? If so, how?  To our mind, these are the questions that the govern-
ment is seeking answers to in the proposed amendment.

Perhaps the Supervisor of Elections, in his weekly articles, can further ad-
dress this debate. 



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday July 6th, 2018LOCAL NEWS Page:3

MBA/MBM
Exceptional value — earn an 
accredited UK MBA or MBM for under 
US$10,000 • Can be completed in 18 
months • Specialisations: Banking, 
Entrepreneurship, Events, Finance, 
Health Management, Hospitality 
& Tourism, HRM, Info. Systems, 
Leadership & Innovation, Logistics & 
Supply Chain Management, Marketing 
& Sales, Project Management • Option 
to earn both an MBA and MBM in 24 
months

www.seidegrees.com
Regional Office: 27499 Riverview Center Blvd., Suite 223, Bonita Springs, Florida 34134, USA 

• Tel +1 239 444 4399 • Fax +1 239 444 4398 • info@SEIdegrees.com

Free 

Apple iPad 

Mini 4 

(Conditions 

apply)

APPLY NOW FOR SEPTEMBER 2018 TRIMESTER

100% FLEXIBLE
100% ONLINE  

100% RELEVANT

Top 10 
UK University 

(Graduate Employability)

Regional Office: 27499 Riverview Center Blvd., Suite 223, Bonita Springs, Florida 34134, USA Regional Office: 27499 Riverview Center Blvd., Suite 223, Bonita Springs, Florida 34134, USA Regional Office:

No. 1 

in the UK 
for Value-added

(The Guardian, 2017)

BA Business Management (Top-up)
Final Year Entry to holders of Associate Degree and/or Diploma

Specialisms: Finance, Hospitality, HRM and Marketing 

BA Business & Enterprise (Top-up)

BA Sales Management (Top-up) 

BSc Nursing Studies (Top-up)

PG Cert. Learning and Teaching

The Edinburgh Doctorate 

in Business Administration 

(DBA) Regional workshops conducted by 

Edinburgh Faculty

MSc HRM (SHRM Recognised)

MSc Data Science

MSc Construction Project

 Management (RICS and ICE accredited)

MSc Transport Planning and  

 Engineering

MSc Health and Social Care

Evelyn: Complex will be fi nished 
ahead of Culturama

By Monique Washington

The $500,000 face lift 
to the Nevis Cultural 
Complex will be com-
pleted ahead of the 
Culturama 44 season, 
says the minister in 
charge of culture, the 
Hon. Eric Evelyn.

Work at the com-
plex began in late 
May. Chairman for 
Culturama 44 Antonio 
Liburd said that all 
work should be com-
pleted by the second 
week in June. However, 
with just three weeks 
before the season opens 
July 26, Evelyn said 
that the “work there is 
progressing extremely 
well.”

“Just to allay the fears 
or concerns of [people],  
all of the work will 
be completed way in 

advance to the start of 
our cultural festival on 
July 26,” Evelyn said 
Tuesday at the July sit-
ting of the Nevis Island 
Assembly.

Complex work includes 
replacing roofs over 
the concrete vendors 
booths, cosmetic work 
on the booths, replac-
ing wooden seats with 
concrete seating, and 
repairing the stage and 
roof covering the stage. 
After the Culturama 
season, the old booths 
at the complex will be 
demolished to make 
way for new, updated 
booths for vendors.

Premier of Nevis the 
Hon. Mark Brantley 
previously said dur-
ing a press conference 
that “the whole idea is 
to create a better en-
vironment when they 
(patrons) come so that 

they can enjoy the 
Culturama festivity.”

The contractor hired 
for the seating at the 
Complex is Elijah Hull- 
Browne and contractor 
for booths is Steadroy 
“Gargoo” Pemberton.

Evelyn said that work 
to the food booths has 
been completed, while 
work on the seating and 
stage area is ongoing. 
He also lauded the con-
tractors for the work 
they have done and 
continue to do. “Kudos 
to the contractors, 
[who] are doing a great 
job,” he said. “They 
[did it with speed.”

He said that the work 
at the complex will 
ensure the patrons will 
enjoy the activities in 
comfort.

Just last year, $1.7 

million was spent 
ahead of the Culturama 
season on upgrades to 
the Cultural Village. 
Ten container booths 
for local merchants 

were added, the stage 
was enhanced and en-
larged, and bathrooms 
were upgraded and 
installed near both the 
stage and the entrance.

This year’s Culturama 
will be held July 26-
Aug. 7 under the theme 
“Fete, Food, Folklore, 
Culturama 44.”
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NTA to host Nevis Mango and Food Festival
By Monique Washington

Top chefs on Nevis, as 
well as iron chefs and 
celebrity chefs, are gear-
ing up for this Sunday’s 
Nevisian Chef Mango 
Festival, a part of the 
Nevis Mango and Food 
Festival, at Oualie Beach.

The July 5-8 Nevis 
Mango and Food 
Festival is hosted by the 
Nevis Tourism Authority. 
Now in its fi fth year, the 
festival will be headlined 
by United Kingdom 
Iron Chef Judy Joo, 
New York based award-
winning celebrity Chef 
Seamus Mullen, and top 
Caribbean Chef Michael 
Harrison from Barbados. 
Ten of Nevis’ highest rat-
ed local chefs round out 
this year’s high-profi le 
roster of culinary artists.

This celebration of man-
gos feeds the essence of 
the festival as participat-
ing chefs embrace the 

culinary challenge. Every 
course of every meal 
they cook or demon-
strate must include Nevis 
mangos. Cooking master 
classes, celebrity chef’s 
beach dinners at Nisbet’s 
Plantation Beach Club 
and the Four Seasons, 
and the Nevisian Chef 
Mango Fest will all be 
a part of the four-day 
event.

Chief Executive Offi  cer 
of the Nevis Tourism 
Authority Greg Phillip 
encouraged people to 
attend the function and 
taste the diff erent types 
of dishes, all of which in-
corporate mango. “This 
is the event where you 
just purchase your ticket, 
you go in and just eat,” 
he said. “All of our local 
chefs who are associated 
with the Nevis Mango 
and Food Festival will 
all be there on the scene 
with samples enough to 
feed everybody. They 
will have samples of their 
one mango dish that they 

decided to create. Every 
single thing that they do 
will include mango.” 
He pointed out that on 
Sunday there will be two 
master cooking classes.

In attention to the chefs 
and food, this year’s event 
will be environmentally 

friendly. “This year on 
the festival grounds over 
at Oualie Beach, we are 
not tolerating any plas-
tic and Styrofoam,” he 
said. “We have [made] 
that change in the festival 
grounds. We are really 
glad to do it. It’s the level 
of support that Nevis 

needs and the environ-
ment needs. In the direc-
tion that Nevis is going, it 
is really important.”

He revealed that “this 
year’s Nevis Mango and 
Food Festival is taking 
a turn and taking a turn 
for the positive. As soon 

as you walk into the fes-
tival grounds, you will 
be given a branded glass 
marked ‘Nevis Mango 
and Food Festival’ and 
this is something that you 
can use forever,” he said, 
adding that the event 
“you will remember it for 
a very long time.”
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ECCB profi ts up for last fi nancial year
By Loshaun Dixon

The Eastern Caribbean 
Central Bank 
(ECCB) has recorded 
a profi t of $10.8 million 
for the fi nancial year 
ending March 31 and 
$4.4 million from the 
previous year.

In its annual report last 
week, the ECCB stated 
that as of March 31, the 
bank’s total assets stood 
at $5,088 million, an in-
crease of $116.4 million 
(2.34 percent), when 
compared to the posi-
tion in the previous year. 
“The increase in total as-
sets, refl ected mainly by 
an expansion of $117.9 
million (2.55 percent) 
in foreign reserve assets, 
was primarily due to the 
purchase of regional and 
foreign currency notes 
from commercial banks 
and the reinvestment of 
interest received on for-
eign assets. The increase 
in foreign assets increase 
was off set by net sale of 
foreign currency balanc-
es to commercial banks 
in the Eastern Caribbean 
Currency Union and the 
depreciation in the mar-
ket value of the bank’s 
foreign investment secu-
rities following the un-
favourable performance 
of the US bond market 
in an increasing interest 
rate environment,” the 
report stated.

It also reported that do-
mestic assets decreased 
by $1.5 million (0.43 
percent), with the de-
cline mainly attributable 
to reductions in due from 
local banks and accounts 
receivables and prepaid 
expenses in comparison 
to the prior year. 

Total liabilities expanded 
by $123.6 million during 
the year, with the most 
signifi cant increases in 
this category  refl ected in 
Currency in Circulation, 
$95.5 million, Eastern 
Caribbean Securities 
Registry account, $60.7 
million (381 per cent) 
and Bankers’ Collateral 
accounts, $41.5 million 
(21.51 per cent). “These 
increases were tempered 

by decreases of $83.6 
million (2.74 percent) 
in Commercial Banks’ 
Reserve Balances and 
$54.0 million (29.32 per 
cent) in Participating 
Governments’ Call 
accounts.”

Total Equity decreased 
by $7.2 million (3.26 
percent), mainly due 
to an increase of $28.1 
million (161.24 percent) 
in unrealised holding 
losses on “available 
for sale” foreign in-
vestment securities, 
consequent on the un-
favourable performance 
of the US bond market 
over the period under re-
view.  “The eff ect of this 
decline was moderated 
by an increase of $10.4 
million (12.7 percent) 
in Revaluation Reserve 
due to the revaluation of 
the bank’s properties as 
at March 31.”

According to the report, 
the general reserve rose 
by $9.4 million (8.42 
percent), due to the al-
location from net profi t 
in accordance with the 
ECCB Agreement Act 
1983. 

Speaking to the profi t, 
the ECCB said that the 
upturn was primarily at-
tributable to an increase 
in interest income on 
foreign reserve assets, 
which was positively 
impacted by the Federal 
Reserve hikes in interest 
rates during the fi nancial 
year. “Operating income 

for the fi nancial year... 
rose by $6.5 million (8.4 
percent) to $84 million 
when compared to the 
previous fi nancial year. 
The growth in operat-
ing income was largely 
driven by increases in 
net interest income and 
commission income of 
$15.0 million and $1.4 
million, respectively.”

The value of currency 
in circulation was $1.1 
billion, with banknotes 
accounting for $1 bil-
lion or 90.61 per cent, 
while coins in circula-
tion amounted to $104 
million or 9.39 per cent. 

ECCB Governor 
Timothy Antoine said 
that despite the challeng-
es of the fi nancial year, 
the Eastern Caribbean 
Currency Union 
(ECCU) and the ECCB 
have demonstrated re-
silience. “The fi nancial 
year 2017/2018 will be 
indelibly etched into the 
minds of the people of 
the ECCU because of 
the devastating toll taken 
by the unrelenting 2017 
Atlantic Hurricane 
Season,” he said. “The 
season spawned a slew 
of major hurricanes, in-
cluding two classifi ed 
as Category 5 – Irma 
and Maria – which bat-
tered fi ve ECCB mem-
ber countries, especially 
the Commonwealth of 
Dominica, Barbuda and 
Anguilla. Within a span 
of less than two weeks, 
those two hurricanes cut 

a wide swath of destruc-
tion across the ECCB 
member countries, re-
sulting in damage and 
losses estimated at 
$5.0 billion.”

He added that the 
storms emphasised the 
importance of build-
ing resilience in the 

ECCU. “Even as we 
mourned with our af-
fected brothers and sis-
ters across the ECCU, 
we stood fi rmly in 
solidarity with them, 
off ering fi nancial, 
technical and practi-
cal support,” he said. 
“Simultaneously, we 
pressed forward with 

our mission to “ad-
vance the good of the 
people of the currency 
union.”

He noted that one of 
the highlights for the 
year was the launch of 
the Eastern Caribbean 
Central Bank Strategic 
Plan 2017-2021: 
Transforming the 
Eastern Caribbean 
Currency Union 
Together. “The strate-
gic plan codifi es our 
vision for the socioeco-
nomic transformation 
of the currency union 
and comes at a critical 
juncture, particularly 
after the ravages of the 
2017 hurricanes. The 
plan serves as the over-
arching framework for 
the bank’s work over 
the short and medium 
term. It is organised 
around fi ve keygoals 
that we believe are 
foundational pillars 
for the transformation 
process.”
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Delinquent tax payers to be named
By Monique Washington

Thanks to a bill that passed 
successfully in the Nevis 
Island Assembly this past 
week, delinquent tax payers 
may soon be publicly named 
by the Inland Revenue 
Department.

When the Nevis Island 
Assembly convened Tuesday 
at the Nevis Island Chambers, 
Hamilton House, Premier 
of Nevis and Minister of 
Finance the Hon. Mark 
Brantley moved to have the 
second and third reading of 
the Tax Administration and 
Procedures (Amendment) 
Bill 2018.  The object of 
the bill is to amend the 
Tax Administration and 
Procedures Ordinance, 
Chapter 6.11 (N), and for 
matters related or connected 
to it.

Brantley said people the bill 
applies to are those “who 
fail to furnish tax returns in 
accordance with section 10 
of the ordinance or fail to 

pay taxes as they become 
due and payable for three 
consecutive tax periods.” 
He noted that “the control-
ler may publish in a news-
paper circulating in St. 
Christopher and Nevis the 
name of the tax payer and 
the reason for publishing.”

Brantley said the govern-
ment must be able to col-
lect revenue to “satisfy the 
ever-growing demands of our 
public and ever-growing de-
mands of our modern society 
that we are seeking to build 
here on the island of Nevis. 
And it is for that reason that 
we are asking our citizens to 
rise to the occasion. There 
are just too many people who 
refuse to pay their taxes and 
as a consequence, the admin-
istration is put under tremen-
dous pressure.”

Brantley said that currently 
there many on the island who 
“owe millions of dollars and 
refuse to pay. We are saying 
now that it is high time that 
the public know who they 
are. We hope we don’t have 

to use it, but we are putting 
the mechanism in place.”

Besides the Tax 
Administration and 
Procedures (Amendment) 
Bill 2018 being read a 

second and third time 
and passed, the Hon. Eric 
Evelyn, minister of informa-
tion and information servic-
es, moved for the second and 
third reading of the Nevis 
Freedom of Information Bill 

2018, which is designed to 
give members of the public 
a general right of access to 
official documents of pub-
lic authorities, subject to 
limited exceptions and for 
related matters.
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St. Kitts-Nevis has potential to be a 
produce exporter to other OECS islands

SKNIS

Permanent Secretary 
in the Ministry of 
Agriculture E. Alistair 
Edwards said the fed-
eration has the po-
tential to become a 
bigger export than im-
port partner of agricul-
tural produce within the 
OECS (Organization 
of Eastern Caribbean 
States).

Edwards said that due 
to the problems faced 
in the agricultural sec-
tor with respect to mon-
keys destroying crops, 
many people are reluc-
tant to go into farming, 
resulting in the need 
for importation of ag-
ricultural produce from 
other OECS countries 
such as Dominica.

“I am confi dent within 

my spirit that once these 
people are aware that 
the monkey problem 
goes below economic 
level, they are going to 
come in and plant,” he 
said, adding that there 
is land available for the 
planting of crops that 
can be sold for the lo-
cal and export markets. 
However, he said that 
the monkey problem 
is a deterrent to many 
who would like to try 
their hand at farming.

The permanent sec-
retary also noted that 
while certain islands 
are known for grow-
ing particular crops 
that they export, such 
as Dominica with its 
ground provisions, 
plantain and bananas, 
St. Kitts and Nevis 
can also develop into 
a country that grows 
particular crops for 

export. “We have an 
advantage on a number 
of other commodities,” 
he says. “Because of 
their (Dominica) water, 
their pumpkins never 
taste as good as St. 
Kitts’. These are the 
type of things we have 
to think about as to 
how to get back these 
types of commodities 
to Dominica,” he said.

He said that white 
potatoes and onions 
were once exported 
to Dominica from St. 
Kitts and it is important 
to get back to that stage. 
“Where people see 
challenges, we have to 
look for opportunities,” 
Edwards said, while 
noting that a number 
of farmers only think 
about the local market 
for their supply. He 
said that the ministry 
will be looking at ways 

to encourage farmers to 
think beyond the fed-
eration when producing 
their crops.

He also said the call 
has been made for the 

possibility of acquiring 
a multi-purpose vessel 
that can transport both 
produce and people be-
tween the islands that 
are close neighbours, 
such as Antigua and 

Barbuda, Anguilla, St. 
Maarten/Saint Martin, 
and Dominica, to in-
crease the federation’s 
export reach.

Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Agriculture Alistair Edwards
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Parry supports bills 
passed at the NIA

By Monique Washington

Opposition member 
in the Nevis Island 
Assembly, the Hon. 
Joseph Parry of the 
Nevis Reformation 
Party, has thrown his 
support behind two bills 
read and passed at the 
Nevis Island Assembly 
Chambers this past 
week.

The Nevis Island 
Assembly con-
vened July 3. The 
Tax Administration 
and Procedures 
(Amendment) Bill 
2018, along with the 
Nevis Freedom of 
Information Bill 2018, 
were both read a sec-
ond and third time and 
passed unanimously. 
The object of the tax 
bill is to amend the 
Tax Administration and 
Procedures Ordinance, 
Chapter 6.11 (N), and 
for matters related or 
connected to it.

The Hon. Eric Evelyn, 
minister of information 
and information ser-
vices, moved the sec-
ond and third reading of 
the Nevis Freedom of 
Information Bill 2018. 
It is designed to give 

members of the public 
a general right of access 
to offi  cial documents 
of public authorities 
subject to limited ex-
ceptions and for related 
matters.

In May, the Federal 
Cabinet also success-
fully passed its the 
Freedom of Information 
Bill 2018. The bill is to 
promote maximum dis-
closure of information 
in the public interest, 
to guarantee the right 
of everyone to access 
to information, and to 
provide for eff ective 
mechanisms to secure 
that right and for related 
matters.

According to the docu-
ment, a commissioner 
of information will be 
appointed by the gov-
ernor-general from the 
advice of the premier 
after consultation with 
the Opposition leader.

In giving his remarks 
during the sitting, Parry 
said that he supports the 
bill and recommended 
that whoever is selected 
as the commissioner of 
information is a person 
of integrity. “The com-
missioner of informa-
tion is a very serious 

possession as outlined 
in this document and as 
outlined by the minis-
ter,” he said. “This per-
son will be responsible 
for training, for advis-
ing, and working with 
government leaders, 
civil servants and head 
of cooperation as to 
how to go about imple-
menting this act of

freedom of informa-
tion. This person must 
be of good character, 
experience, record and 
integrity,” Parry said. 
He added that the cho-
sen person must be 
someone “who pro-
tects and treasures his 
character.”

He noted that the two 
bills will help in the 
maintenance of “good 
governance. But words 
on a paper can always 
be undermined by the 
action of a government 
or [people] in govern-
ment,” he said.

Parry urged that the 
right person is chosen 
for the job as the job 
holds a lot of respon-
sibility. “I support 
this bill as it is passed 
into law in this hon-
orable house,” Parry 
concluded.
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St. Kitts Music 
Festival completes 

another 
successful year

By Loshaun Dixon

The St. Kitts Music Festival com-
pleted anther successful showcasing 
of the annual event following three 
nights of impressive performances 
and attendances.

The festival got underway with 
budding soca sensation Nailah 
Blackman, who opened ahead of 
Destra, who was advertised to 
open the festival. Blackman, whose 
grandfather, Lord Shorty I, was 
the pioneer of soca music opened 
the festival in front of a small, yet 
building crowd.

When Blackman finished her 
15-minute set, the crowd had 
more than doubled, eagerly antici-
pating the “Queen of Bacchanal” 
Destra. From the moment she took 
the stage, she had the crowd un-
der a spell through her energy and 
performance. 

Destra performed the full set with 
15 minutes to spare, and teased 
the crowd that her time had ex-
pired, but the people were not 
having any of it, starting to chant 
her name before starting to sing 
the lyrics of her popular “Bonny 
and Clyde” tune she had yet to 
perform. She eventually did and 
since there was time to spare, she 
performed some popular songs 
of Bob Marley that was also well 
received by the record-breaking 
audience.

Following Destra was fellow 
Trinidad and Tobago soca artiste 
Kes, who greeted the audience 

with his popular “Hello” and built 
on the momentum from the ear-
lier artiste. As well as his other 
soca hits, he performed an array 
of Caribbean music, including 
reggae and dancehall in a perfor-
mance he dubbed a “celebration 
of Caribbean music.” At the end 
of his time, he left the stage the 
same as he entered, performing 
the track “Hello.”

Dancehall artiste Spice 
gave a change of pace to 
the Thursday evening with her 
raunchy performance. Spice, ac-
companied by two backup danc-
ers, wowed the audience with their 
moves. She also invited multiple 
men and women to the stage for 
dance offs. She even promised the 
females if they matched her back 
up dancers, one would be flown to 
Jamaica to be in one of her music 
videos.

Finishing the night were two local 
bands in Small Axe Band and Nu 
Vibes Band, who both shared the 
stage to a still very large crowd 
remaining. They rocked the crow, 
performing old and new tunes and 
bringing the opening night to a 
close four minutes after the sched-
uled cut off.

The second evening on 
Friday opened with Shaka Deemus 
and Pliers, who performed several 
old school dancehall tracks and 
they were then followed by Wayne 
Wonder, who injected energy into 
the the audience. Ishawna then 
followed, performing her half an 
hour set with her sexually provok-
ing lyrics and kept the audience 

engaged and got a huge reception 
when she performed her popular 
song “Equal rights and justice.”

Local artistes Dejour and Byron 
Messiah then followed and per-
formed their tunes that had been 
popular over the airwaves in the 
federation. Both young perform-
ers gave commendable perfor-
mances way beyond their youth.

Closing the Friday night was 
Sizzla, whose reggae tunes were a 
popular hit amongst the large au-
dience was on hand.

Curtains came down on the fes-
tival Saturday evening, with 
Rhythm of the Beat rolling back 
the years by performing a selec-
tion of songs from the ‘70s and 
‘80s. Patti Labelle also impressed 
the crowd, performing several hit 
songs from her 54-year-career 
and even tossed flowers into the 
audience, saying that she was so 
in love with the federation and its 
people, she wants to move here.

However, Lauryn Hill was the 
standout performer of the night, 
performing not only her own hits 
as a solo artiste, but also some 
tunes from her time with the 
group The Fugees. Fetty wap then 

brought a close to the three-
night festival with his energetic 
performance.

Fireworks then signalled the end 
of another successful St. Kitts 
Music Festival.

CEO of the St. Kitts Tourism 
Authority (SKTA) Raquel Browne 
indicated that the launching of 
the festival earlier helped with 
the marketing of the festival and 
the destination. “What has been 
done launching the campaign 
six months out has really been 
a tremendous effort for us as a 
destination because it gave us an 
extreme buzz that we never had 
before,” she said. “It added value 
that we had the talent that we had 
this year. Using the music festi-
val is really an opportunity for 
[people] to come experience the 
destination.”

She added that the island also 
received a lot of recognition 
on social media. “I know on 
Thursday and Friday night, we 
were trending really high on 
Twitter and that is a first,” she 
said. “That is tremendous - you 
have no idea the publicity we will 
get for that.”
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SKN offers to be home of Canadian 
Visa Application Centres

By Monique Washington

Minister of Foreign 
Aff airs the Hon. Mark 
Brantley off ered to the 
government of Canada 
for the Federation of 
St. Kitts and Nevis to 
become Canadian Visa 
Application Centres in 
order for nationals and 
other regional islands 
to defray the cost of 
traveling to Trinidad 
after Dec. 31 to apply 
for a Canadian visa.

In November 2014, 
citizens of St. Kitts and 
Nevis lost their visa-
free access to Canada.

Canada implemented 
visa requirement on 
the twin-island federa-
tion “due to concerns 
about the issuance of 
passports and identity 
management practices 
within its Citizenship 
by Investment pro-
gram.” The govern-
ment of Canada’s 
website reads: “Canada 
is acting to protect the 
safety and security 
of Canadians and the 
integrity of our im-
migration system. The 
visa requirement will 
ensure that Canada 
will be able to prop-
erly determine the true 
identity of St. Kitts and 
Nevis passport holders 
and to deny entry to 
those who would oth-
erwise be inadmissible 
to Canada.”

The Canadian gov-
ernment announced 
months prior that 
they will be introduc-
ing biometrics (fi nger 
printing and photo) as 
part of its visa applica-
tion process. Currently 
the location for coun-
try’s application center 
will be in Trinidad.

Speaking at his month-
ly press conference, 
Brantley said that “we 
have off ered St. Kitts 
and Nevis to them. It 
is matter for them to 
consider as to where 
they set up the center, 

some place other than 
Trinidad. In 2014, in 
what I call a break-
down of diplomacy, 
we had a situation 
where Canada decided 
to impose visa require-
ments. A new govern-
ment was elected in 
Canada shortly after, a 
new government was 
elected in St. Kitts and 
Nevis shortly after.”

Brantley said that dur-
ing part of his trip 
to Canada in May, 
he made attempts to 
persuade Canada to 
reintroduce visa free 
access to the federa-
tion. He said that he 
raised concerns that 
the cost to Trinidad 
is extremely high and 
many people may not 
be able to aff ord to 
travel there. “It is real-
ly pricing the visa out 
of the reach of most 
of us,” he said. He 
said the other options 
were discussed such as 
having a mobile unit 
that will come to the 
various territories to 
seek to collect the bio-
metrics or to set up a 
biometric center even 
closer.

He noted that both 
governments, St. Kitts 
and Nevis and Canada, 
have been engaging on 
diff erent levels. “We 
met with the new min-
ister of immigration 
and we had good con-
versations with him,” 
Brantley said. “We 
also had good con-
versations with a half 
dozen members of the 
government and other 
parliamentarians, and 
we really made the 
case as to why St. Kitts 
and Nevis should again 
have the opportunity 
to visit Canada free of 
visa.”

Brantley noted that 
the responses “that we 
got from the Canadian 
government were very 
positive they under-
stood the problem and 
they are working very 
hard at it.”
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Govt. not ready to commit to LIAT
By Loshaun Dixon

The government of St. Kitts and 
Nevis is adamant that it does not 
intend to invest in LIAT until the 
regional airline can show that it re-
main out of the red.

In a statement released Monday, it 
was stated that at the recently con-
cluded 65th meeting of the OECS 
Authority, the matter of LIAT was 
raised in the Caucus session with the 
prime minister of Barbados. “As on 
all occasions when LIAT has been 
discussed, the consistent concern 
of those governments that are not 
currently shareholders of LIAT has 
been the need to ensure the fi nancial 
sustainability of the airline.”

The government said that it has 
been insistent that any participation 
in LIAT must involve measures that 
will guarantee the sustainability and 
profi tability of the airline.

The statement also addressed what 
was discussed the OECS Authority 
meeting, where the issue surround-
ing the airlines was. “All govern-
ments present recognized and 
accepted the importance of LIAT 

as a public good that is essential to 
the free movement of people not 
only in the OECS, but the wider 
Caribbean. All governments agreed 
that it was necessary to take a frank 
and hard look at the current situation 
facing LIAT and agreed to convene 
at the earliest opportunity a meeting 
of all stakeholders and sharehold-
ers to examine the way forward for 
LIAT.”

It also indicated that all the govern-
ments present agreed that a new ap-
propriate business model is needed, 
that could be presented in a draft 
shareholder agreement involving 
Barbados, the current shareholders 
and other interested parties.

The government of St. Kitts and 
Nevis said that it is looking forward 
to the convening of this meeting to 
discuss the way forward for LIAT. 
“It is believed that should those 
discussions be fruitful, they would 
inform further discussions on a new 
shareholding agreement involving 
Barbados and interested parties in 
the OECS.”

The federal government also reit-
erated its stance for fi nancial pru-
dence. “We have been able to pay 

off  the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) indebtedness, which we in-
herited from the former regime, 
reach satisfactory arrangements to 
settle the energy debt left behind by 
the former administration, and put 
the country on track to become the 
fi rst independent state within the 
OECS to achieve a debt-to-GDP ra-
tio of 60 percent way in advance of 
the target year of 2030 established 
by the Monetary Council of the 
ECCU. It is in this spirit of fi nancial 
rectitude and in recognition of the 
importance of LIAT to all of us that 

we have agreed to participate in the 
dialogue that we hope will lead to 
a lasting and sustainable solution.” 

Prime Minister of Antigua and 
Barbuda Gaston Browne recently 
disclosed that Saint Lucia and 
Grenada had agreed to subsidise 
the regional carrier that had fi nan-
cial troubles for years. “The whole 
idea is to spread the burden and the 
benefi ts of LIAT,” he said. “They 
have signalled that they are willing 
to come on board to provide some 
fi nancial subsidies to LIAT.”
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CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS  
REAL ESTATE  REAL ESTATE  EMPLOYMENT  EMPLOYMENT  R

Vacancy

AP  Woodwork

One Carpenter

Tel:668-1514/ 668-3611

Land For Sale

20959 Square Feet 
Land Nugents Heights

Tel: 760 9482 
or 663-6296

Vacancy

Seamstress Needed 

Contact:664-2007

Vacancy

Boat Mate Contact:  
Islander Water Sports 
Tel: 662-7081

Vacancy

Two Cashier Needed

At  Teddies Bar

Telephone# 660-6196

Vacancy

Farm Worker

Tel: 660-6965

Vacancy

Anthony Construction 
Company in St.Kitts 
seeking house-
keeper  6692262

Vacancy

One Joiner                    
Tel: 664-0256 
Enriques Joiner Shop

Vacancy

Eff y Jewelry is seek-
ing a Marketing 
Manager Must be 
experience in Jewelry 
sales  Visit Eff y Port 
Zante for more details

Vacancy

Chris Metal Works

Needs Welder

Tel: 665-2356

LIQUOR LICENCES 

ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’

To the Superintendent of Police.

I, Cliff ord Paris & Ms Marva Paris

Now residing in..............................
...  Street in the town or Village of 
Craddock Road do hereby give you 
notice � at it is my intention to apply 
on June 8th 2018 

Day of 8th June next to the District 
Magistrate

At C/Town for a Retail Liquor Licence 
in respect of my  Premises in Craddock 
Road Street in..................

Dated this 8th  day of June, 2018.

Signed: Clifford Paris

LIQUOR LICENCES 

ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’

To the Superintendent of Police.

I, Marva Parris Now residing in 
Main street in the town or village of 
Craddock Road do hereby give you 
notice  � at it is my intention to apply 
on 14th Day of June 2017 next to the 
District Magistrate At 

Charlestown for a Retail Liquor 
Licence in respect of my Premises in 
Main Street in Craddock Road

Dated this 14th  day of June, 2017.

Signed: Marva Paris

LIQUOR LICENCES 

ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’

To the Superintendent of Police.

I, Damien Pemberton Now residing 
in Hanleys Road Street in the town or 
Village of Holmes Hill do hereby give 
you notice

� at it is my intention to apply on  
Beer LicenceDay of June 19, 2018 next 
to the District Magistrate

Premises in Hanley Road  Street in 
Holmes Hill

Dated this June day of 19, 2018.

Signed: SJeffers

Vacancy                    
Jamaican Bakery 
Assistant Baker   
Tel: 762-1003

Vacancy

Experience      
Carpenter                 
Tel: 663-6296 
or 764-7189

Vacancy 

URGENT

HIRING!                                                 

Solid Ground 
Construction Needs 
Plumber, Electricals, 
Masonry, Carpentry, 
Mechanic, Gardener, 
Heavy Equipment 
Operator

Five years experince

Tel: 762-9150

Vacancy

Green Valley Produce 
Mobile Delivery 
Needs Farmer 
Tel: 668-0612

Forecasters predict a near or 
above-normal 2018 Atlantic 

Hurricane season.  Get 
ready and be prepared. 

For your free quotation on 
our Rolling, Accordion, Panel 

or Bahamian Shutters. Ask 
about our payment plan.

Call us at Conquering Storm 
Shutters at 1 (869)764-7189 

or 

1 (869) 663-6296

VACANCY

  Masons, Carpenters, Dry wall-
ing, Tillers, Plumbers, Labourers

Contact: The Managing Director,

Solid Ground Construction & 
Restoration Services Ltd

14 Petal Street

Wades Garden 
Basseterre St. Kitts

Email:

solidgroundcrs@gmail.com
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Two in police custody following weekend 
robbery Victim points finger at police

By Monique Washington

Two people are currently in custody 
assisting police in Nevis with in-
formation pertaining to two armed 
robberies and one attempted rob-
bery during the weekend in Spring 
Hill. One of the victims, however, 
is pointing a finger at members of 
the Royal St Christopher and Nevis 
Police Force as the perpetrators.

The police reported that on 
Saturday evening they received 
three reports of robbery and at-
tempted robbery. “The first incident 
occurred just after 4 a.m. at a home 
in Spring Hill, where four persons 
were vacationing,” the report said. 
“Preliminary investigations so far 
have revealed that three unknown, 
masked assailants broke into the 
house and held them at gunpoint 
and demanded money. The gun-
men made off with a sum of money 
and two cell phones. No one was 
harmed during the incident.”

The police had also received a report 
shortly afterward from the home 
of another Spring Hill resident. 
According to the report, the vic-
tim heard a noise at the door of the 

home and made a check. The victim 
saw a male figure standing outside 
the glass front door. However, the 
resident managed to scare off the 
perpetrators and saw three individu-
als running away from the property.

Sometime later, police received 
another report of a second home in 
Spring Hill being entered by three 
masked assailants, where they held 
a family of four at gun point and 
demanded money. The assailants 
escaped with a large sum of money.

The victim took to social media af-
ter the police released their official 
statement. He claimed the robbery 
was an “inside job” by the police in 
Nevis. He claimed that a police offi-
cer came to the house on June 28 to 
ask tenants questions  and to check 
out the location.

The Observer contacted the vic-
tim, who denied the request for an 
interview. The Observer also con-
tacted Commissioner of Police Ian 
Queely on the victim’s accusation 
of police officers being involved 
in robbery. The CoP directed the 
Observer to the head of the Nevis 
Division, Superintendent Lydon 
David, but the Observer was 

unsuccessful in contacting David 
after numerous attempts.

On Wednesday, the force revealed 
that two people had been taken into 
custody July 2. “The investigators 
in Division ‘C’ (Nevis) follow ev-
ery lead to find the perpetrators,” 
the report said. “A vehicle was also 
impounded in relation to the robber-
ies as part of the ongoing investiga-
tion. Superintendent Lyndon David, 
who is responsible for District ‘C’, 

said that they would leave no stone 
unturned. The police in Nevis are 
committed to doing all they can to 
find the [people] who have been in-
volved in this type of activity on the 
island.”

To date, no one has been charged in 
relation to these robberies and po-
lice are seeking the public’s assis-
tance in apprehending individuals 
connected to two armed robberies.
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Hamilton calls on 
cooperatives to consider 

environment viability
Minister of Agriculture 
the Hon. Eugene 
Hamilton has called 
on cooperatives in the 
federation to consider 
environmental sustain-
ability as they get set to 
celebrate International 
Cooperative Day on 
the first Saturday in 
July.

In St. Kitts and Nevis, 
the Department of 
Cooperatives, in part-
nership with the local 
cooperative movement 
and allied agencies, 
has put together a 
week of activities to 
promote and highlight 
the work and success 
of cooperatives. The 
week of activities will 
be celebrated under 
the theme “Sustainable 
Consumption and 
Production of Goods 
and Services as guided 
by the United Nations 
and the International 
C o - o p e r a t i v e 
Alliance.”

Speaking to the theme, 
Hamilton said that it 
creates awareness and 
supports environmen-
tal protection. “As 
human beings, we are 
responsible for pro-
tecting mother earth,” 
he said. “It is where we 
live, where we work 
and play, and we must 
ensure that it remains 
habitable for all living 
things.”

He said that human be-
ings must accept the 
protection of the envi-
ronment as their sacred 
social responsibility. 
“We must pass on a 
better earth to succeed-
ing generations of all 
living things if we are 
to live comfortably,” 
he said. “Our theme 
promotes that.”

Hamilton, referenc-
ing a local coopera-
tive, highlighted the 
strides they have 
made is protecting the 

environment. “This 
is carried out by 
the Gideon Force 
A g r i c u l t u r a l 
Cooperative in Old 
Road,” he said. “Its 
members are engaged 
in organic farming; 
they use no chemicals 
to degenerate the envi-
ronment. It is a joy to 
see local farmers doing 
things the natural way.

“Having referred to 
the example of the 
Giddeon Force, I am 
encouraged to invite 
those entrepreneurs 
engaged in agro-pro-
cessing to embrace the 
natural concept and to 
ensure that the various 
fruits that are used for 
value-added products 
were planted by oth-
ers; especially those 
who engage in organic 
production. Plant fruit 
trees so you can have 
future harvests and 
preserve the environ-
ment. Among other 
things, it will expand 
the habitat for birds 
and create foraging for 
bees.”

He added that the 
fisherman’s coopera-
tives are encouraged 

to use their numbers to 
adapt and implement 
strategies to guarantee 
sustainable harvesting 
of fish. “They must re-
sist the urge to harvest 
juvenile fish, which 
has already led to the 
implementation of a 
Marine Management 
Area so that our fish 
will mature, to be 
able to reproduce so 
that their species are 
available for future 
generations.”

Hamilton said fisher-
men are encouraged to 
use their membership 
to adapt different fish-
ing strategies to allow 
reefs to replenish with 
such alternatives as 
fish aggregating de-
vices so that you can 
target ocean pelagic. 
“I encourage all local 
cooperatives to come 
together and organize 
an annual retreat to 
discuss and implement 
collective actions for 
sustainable develop-
ment of the local co-
operative movement,” 
he said.

The agricultural min-
ister said that the gov-
ernment stands ready 

to provide support to 
innovative agendas. 
“I am encouraging all 
cooperative societies 
to actively participate 
in Co-op Week 2018 
so that the public can 
see this sector as an 
anchor for economic 
development,” he 
said.

He then hailed a pio-
neer of the local co-
operative movement, 
Ingle Blackett of 
Nevis, saying “he was 
the first registrar of 
cooperatives who al-
most single handedly 
developed the stra-
tegic framework for 
what we now embrace 
as a thriving society of 
cooperatives.”

Hamilton then opened 
the week-long coop-
erative celebrations. 
“This is the second 
year that Co-op Week 
is celebrated and we 
expect this year to 
be more engaging 
than the first year,” 
he said, “and I have 
high expectations 
for the celebrations 
and look forward to 
the week with much 
anticipation.”
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From the Supervisor of Elections. 
Issue 62: Dialogue vs Confrontation

Given the level of scrutiny of the 
functioning of the Electoral Offi  ce 
since the 2011 NIA elections, and 
especially after 2015; given the 
engagement of the public since my 
appointment; and given the events 
leading up to and after the last NIA 
elections, it certainly should be a 
big surprise to anyone that I would 
try anything devious. But that is 
what is being promulgated. The 
public will eventually decide.

When I took offi  ce on the 25th June, 
2015, (note the date), the register of 
voters for that year stood at 41,930 

as it was in January 31st.  This was 
because the offi  ce was closed to 
registrations for a period of time.  
As of 2018, (January 31), it stood at 
43,957, a diff erence of 2,027.  

Yes, names were removed as al-
lowed by law.  In actuality xxx 
persons, certifi ed to have died 
by the Registrar of Births Deaths 
and Marriages were removed.   
Unfortunately, voters who died 
overseas will still be on the list until 
and unless we get evidence of their 
deaths.  For 2017 and 2018, based 
on the January Annual Register, 412 

persons were objected to, based on 
residency, and 351 were removed 
by virtue of death.  Not all objec-
tions are successful. (Time did not 
allow the analysis of 2016, but the 
information is available for inter-
ested readers)

The law also allows persons who 
have not voted for two consecutive 
elections to be removed from the 
register, but I have NEVER done 
so.  Therefore, other than for deaths, 
allowed objections are the only way 
names have been removed.   Except 
for the overseas voters, the list has 
become relatively clean.  There was 
a 1% error rate in the list as of 2018; 
half of that was dead (local) people. 
It appears that it is the cleanliness of 
the list that is generating concern in 
certain areas

Here are the conditions under 
which an objection can be made. 
The Objector has to be a registrant 
and a resident of the Constituency 
in which the person being objected 
to is registered.  The objection must 
also be made not later than ten days 
after the posting of such Register of 
Voters or Monthly List.

A person to whom an objection is 
made must be notifi ed of the objec-
tion, and invited to a hearing. This 
is a public event, and the person 
objected to is entitled to represen-
tation, even if absent.  Within fi f-
teen days of the publication of the 
monthly or Annual list, the Offi  ce 
must publish a listing of the ob-
jections in two public places per 
polling division. This list must be 
available for 5 days.

The Registration Offi  cer shall con-
sider all objections and shall give 
at least fi ve days notice in writing, 
of which there is evidence that it 
has been received by the addressee, 
or notice by registered post, to the 
claimants or objectors and the per-
sons in respect of whose registration 

notice of objection has been given 
of the time and place at which the 
objection will be considered. When 
these notices are sent by registered 
mail, they often times remain unde-
livered.  That does not mean that the 
person objected to does not know 
about it.

Where the registration of any person 
has been objected to on the basis of 
his or her address, the Registration 
Offi  cer may, before considering the 
objection, carry out an investigation 
and visit the address in question for 
the purpose of ascertaining whether 
the person resides there.

But note section 35(3): Where the 
Registration Offi  cer is satisfi ed 
from the evidence available to him 
or her that any person is entitled to 
remain registered, even if the per-
son objected to or making the claim 
does not appear at the hearing, the 
Registration Offi  cer may determine 
the matter accordingly

There is an appeal process. It is to be 
made to a Judge of the High Court 
sitting in Chambers. Is that appeal 
extinguishable? The law states: no 
appeal shall lie where a claimant or 
objector has not availed himself or 
herself of his or her opportunity as 
provided by this Act, of being heard 
by the registration offi  cer on the 
claim or objection.

Few objectees ever attend hear-
ings, and fewer still, if any, ever 
chose to appeal to the Courts; 
simply because they will have to 
prove matters to the Court. Instead, 
they wait until an election is called 
and then sign affi  davits, claiming 
disenfranchisement.

Dialogue is always better than con-
frontation. Why not work with your 
friendly electoral offi  ce to ensure 
that one man gets his one vote in the 
right place so that fairness is done 
to all?  Wouldn’t that be better?
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NIA seeks to 
strengthen 

Public Works 
Department’s 

tech team
NIA

The Nevis Island 
Administration is seek-
ing to hire a qualifi ed 
quantity surveyor as 
part of its eff orts to 
strengthen the Public 
Works Department 
(PWD).

The Hon. Spencer 
Brand, minister respon-
sible for public works 
on Nevis, made the 
announcement at a sit-
ting of the Nevis Island 
Assembly July 3. He 
said the move is in an 
eff ort to fi ll the void left 
by technical staff  who 
have left the department 
and strengthen the tech-
nical team there.

“Over the years, we 
have lost a number of 
our technical staff ,” 
he said. “We have lost 
three civil engineers, 
[an] architect and a 
quantity surveyor and 
we believe that this 
would have put tremen-
dous strain on the per-
formance of our Public 

Works Department. I 
want to say to the young 
talented quantity sur-
veyor somewhere out 
there [who] is looking 
for a job, it’s an op-
portunity to come and 
talk to us. I must say 
this is a desperate need 
for the Public Works 
Department,” he said.

The minister stated that 
the department would 
be embarking on a 
number of projects and 
wanted to ensure that 
the money spent would 
be accounted for in the 
interest of the people of 
Nevis. Brand expressed 
the view that once the 
people’s money is being 
spent, it should be spent 
properly, cutting down 
waste to ensure value 
for money is achieved.

In the meantime, they 
have been able to attract 
a civil engineer and an 
engineer to the depart-
ment in the administra-
tion’s continuing quest 
to strengthen the depart-
ment’s technical staff  
complement.
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Report on security 
concerns at RLB fake 

news, says Liburd
By Loshuan Dixon

There are no secu-
rity concerns at the 
Robert L Bradshaw 
International Airport 
(RLB), says Minister 
of Transport the Hon. 
Ian ‘Patches’ Liburd, 
who slammed reports 
as “fake news.”

Over the weekend, a 
release disseminated 
by St. Kitts Nevis 
Labour Party’s com-
munication operative 
Erasmus Williams 
stated that the party 
had learned that 
the Transportation 
S e c u r i t y 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
(TSA), an agency 
within the United 
States Department of 
Homeland Security, 
noted numerous seri-
ous lapses in the St. 
Christopher Air & 
Sea Ports Authority’s 
management of the 
airport’s security.

The release added 
that “TSA expressed 
serious concerns 
about persons being 
promoted to higher 
positions without 
having the proper 
qualifications and 
without sitting the 
requisite promo-
tion exams. The US 
agency also noted 
that persons carrying 
firearms were being 
allowed to enter the 
airport compound 
without proper clear-
ance. The agency also 
pointed out that per-
sons had been hired 
as airport security 
personnel without the 
requisite background 
checks and criminal 
record checks being 
first conducted.”

It added that the 
Robert L. Bradshaw 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Airport’s security 
failings also spread 

to the private airport 
terminal, formerly 
the Yu Lounge. It 
also raised concerns 
over the change 
in name of the Yu 
Lounge. “A pass 
along the bypass road 
would reveal that the 
private terminal is 
under new manage-
ment and has been 
renamed ‘Kayanjet’ 
and the backstory to 
this change is most 
concerning,” said the 
report.

Responding to those 
claims, Minister 
Liburd labelled the 
report fake news, 
riddled with inaccu-
racies. “The article 
seem to suggest that 
the RLB Airport’s 
international status is 
under threat,” he says. 
“It is fake news cir-
culated by these sore 
losers in Opposition. 
The only thing in that 
article that has some 
semblance of truth is 
that Yu Lounge was 
operated by two busi-
ness partners, but if 
two business partners 
choose to go their 
separate ways, who 
do you blame - Dr. 
Douglas.”

He said that that the 
report was just anoth-
er attempt at distrac-
tion from the Labour 
Party to try and de-
stabilize the country 
under his Team Unity 
administration. “The 
TSA did its annual 
inspection last year 
between June and 
August, and the next 
inspection is due 
around the same time 
this year,” he said. 

“As a matter of fact, 
during the said visit, 
the TSA approved the 
Yu Lounge operation, 
so too to American 
Airlines and all oth-
er operators at the 
RLB International 

Airport.”

Liburd added that the 
Eastern Caribbean 
Civil Aviation 
Authority (ECCAA) 
carried out its annual 
inspection in 2017, 
as well as a security 
inspection. “The me-
dia ought to be told…
that the International 
Civil Aviation 
Authority (ICAA) 
has just completed its 
security inspection at 
RLB just last month 
as part of its mandate 
under ICAA Annex 
17, which deals with 
security and the safe 
guarding of interna-
tional civil aviation 
against acts of unlaw-
ful interference.”

He admitted, howev-
er, that there was only 
one concern raised at 
the airport. “Be as-
sured, Dr. Douglas, 
that the only criti-
cal issue raised had 
to do with a courier 
sales agent and ab-
solutely nothing to 

do with any airline 
serving the RLB in-
ternational airport,” 
he said. “The RLB in-
ternational Airport is 
well renowned as the 
best mid-sized air-
port in the Caribbean 
and is fully equipped 
with CCTV cameras, 
state-of-the-art bag-
gage screening and 
passenger security 
technology, effi  cient 
baggage handling 
mechanism and fl ight 
display monitors. It is 
modern, easily acces-
sible and clean, with 
other top-notch ame-
nities and it gives all 

travellers a sense of 
place.”

He added that based 
on the report, it shows 
that the Opposition 
is unfi t for govern-
mental offi  ce. “Last 
weekend was one of 
the best weekends as 
it relates to passen-
ger throughput at the 
RLB International 
Airport, but yet they 
bring fake news about 
the TSA security con-
cerns,” he said. “On 
Saturday alone, the 
total throughput at 
the RLB was 1,867 
passengers. Of that, 

some 846 disem-
barked or embarked 
full fl ights from 
American Airlines. 
Two fl ights from 
Delta carried 574 pas-
sengers. There were 
1,420 passengers who 
passed through the 
RLB to and from the 
US mainland.”

American Airlines, 
Delta, United 
Airlines, US Airways, 
Air Canada and 
British Airways all 
have regular fl ights to 
the RLB international 
airport.



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday July 6th, 2018LOCAL NEWS Page:17



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday July 6th, 2018LOCAL NEWS Page:23

Dedicated land registry essential to 
ease of doing business, registrar says

SKNIS 

Registrar of Lands 
Dawn Myers applauded 
the government of St. 
Kitts and Nevis for es-
tablishing a dedicated 
land registry as it is 
essential to the ease of 

doing business, noting 
that one of the central 
pillars of the modern 
system of land law is 
the registration of title 
to land.

She explained that all 
of the processes at the 
registry in St. Kitts 

dealing with land mat-
ters are done manually, 
so the government saw 
it fi t to establish a regis-
try to combat excessive 
“delays in the registra-
tion of land and the is-
suing of the certifi cates 
of title.” “These delays 
have had a disastrous 

eff ect on the ease of 
doing business in St. 
Kitts,” she said. “The 
government of St. Kitts 
and Nevis, through 
the Ministry of Justice 
and Legal Aff airs and 
Communication, de-
cided that something 
needed to be done.” She 

that two activities took 
place to solve the is-
sue: “The fi rst was the 
enactment of the Land 
Registry Act in July of 
2017, which provides 
for the establishment 
of a dedicated national 
land registry, with a 
main offi  ce in St. Kitts, 
and a branch offi  ce in 
Nevis; the staffi  ng of the 
registry; the converting 
of hard copy records to 
and the maintenance of 
records in an electronic 
format, and the avail-
ability of direct and re-
mote access to registry 
services.”

She said that the sec-
ond activity by the 
government was the 
entering into discus-
sions with the Republic 
of China (Taiwan) on 
a St. Kitts and Nevis 
Land Administration 
Information System 
(LAIS) Project, which 
was signed into being 
June 29. This was done 
in order to bring tech-
nological solutions to 
the current land registry 
system. The functional 
modules will include 
land registration, case 
management and sys-
tem management.

She briefl y outlined 
some of the benefi ts of 
the land registry. “With 
the establishment of 
the dedicated land reg-
istry and with all the 
systems in place, no 
longer should there be 
a situation in which one 
parcel of land is sold to 
two diff erent [people]; 

no longer should there 
be a situation in which 
a tax payer is being 
charged for land that he 
or she does not own; no 
longer should there be 
a situation in which the 
fi nancial institutions are 
uncomfortable with re-
gard to whether they in 
fact do have security on 
the right parcel of land,” 
she said.

In keeping with the Land 
Registry Act, Myers was 
appointed as registrar 
of lands in November 
2017. Immediately, she 
set out to accomplish 
two things: address the 
backlog of cases cre-
ated over the years in 
St. Kitts – it is her belief 
that signifi cant prog-
ress has been made, but 
there is more to be done 
– and to establish a Land 
Registry Committee.

She appealed to the gen-
eral public to be patient 
with their attorneys and 
her offi  ce as they work 
assiduously to reduce 
the back log.

The Land Registry, 
which is now separated 
from the High Court, 
works closely with 
the Inland Revenue 
Department in St. 
Kitts and Nevis, the 
Lands and Surveys 
Department, and gen-
erally, the Ministries 
of Sustainable 
Development and 
the Ministries of 
Communications and 
Physical Planning.
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NIA waivers 
duty on 

hurricane 
shutters

NIA

Home and property owners on Nevis are being of-
fered assistance by the Nevis Island Administration 
to help prepare for the 2018 Atlantic Hurricane 
season. The administration is off ering a waiver of 
customs service charge and customs import duty on 
hurricane shutters.

The Hon. Alexis Jeff ers, deputy premier of Nevis 
and minister responsible for disaster management, 
made the disclosure at a sitting of the Nevis Island 
Assembly July 3 as he encouraged people to take 
advantage of the opportunity.

“These shutters can be bought locally, they can be 
bought overseas, they can purchase the material 
that will be used to construct those shutters, but, of 
course, they will receive custom duties waiver on 
the material,” he said. “We are encouraging all of 
our citizens and residents to start preparations since 
we are giving you this relief at this point. It runs 
June 1-Oct. 31. This is an incentive; we are hoping 
that they will take advantage of it to get their prop-
erties or their houses in a state of readiness for the 
upcoming season.”

Jeff ers said the NIA believes the initiative is an im-
portant one and the Cabinet embraced the sugges-
tion to assist home and property owners on Nevis 
to prepare for the season, particularly in light of the 
vigorous and destructive 2017 hurricane season.



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday July 6th, 2018 LOCAL NEWSPage:24 ADVERTISEMENT

CMYK

Printed and Published by The St. Kitts-Nevis Printing and Publishing Association, 1 Observer Plaza, #1 Observer Drive, Hamilton Estate, Nevis, Federation of St. Kitts and Nevis. Tel: 1(869)469-5907, Fax: 1(869)469-5891


