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Alliance Française to 
host fundraising Buffet

By Loshaun Dixon

The Alliance Française is 
organizing a fundraising 
French buffet dinner for 
the celebration of Bastille 
Day Saturday, July 21, at 
Government House to help 
sustain the work done by 
the organisation through-
out the year. The Alliance 
Française is a nonprofit or-
ganisation here in St. Kitts 
and Nevis that aims to pro-
mote the French language 
and French culture on the 
island.

The 7-10:30 p.m. dinner 
will be held under the dis-
tinguished patronage of His 
Excellency Sir S.W. Tapley 
Seaton, with the pres-
ence of the Ambassador of 
France to the OECS H.E. 
Philippe Ardanaz.

Director of the Alliance 
Française Marine Moncaut 
told the Observer as they 

are a nonprofit organiza-
tion, their aim is not to 
have high prices for French 
classes in a need to gener-
ate money. “It is not enough 
because we have to pay 
teachers and administration 
fees,” she said. “We also 
have a team that is working 
here to run the centre. This 
is why we have to raise 
funds in other ways.

She said they are hoping 
to have events that are low 
in cost, accessible and full 
of quality. “We try to offer 
access to the wider popula-
tion,” she said. “We have to 
organise events to fund our 
organization.”

She explained that for the 
past two years, they have 
organised an event for July 
14, which is their National 
Day or Bastille Day. 
“Bastille Day is on July 14, 
but this year we won’t orga-
nise it [then]. We normally 
have dinner with traditional 

French food, but this year 
we want it to be a buffet. 
We have the support of 
the governor-general [and 
he] is our idea of our very 
big move to sustainability 
at the Alliance Française. 
This is the first year that 
we will be at Government 
House.”

She said that the event 
will be held on July 21 be-
cause they want to have the 
French ambassador to the 
Eastern Caribbean pres-
ent at the function and he 
would not be able to attend 
until then.

Moncaut indicated that 
they are hoping to raise 
enough funds for the year. 
“We are hoping to raise 
enough money to sustain 
our organization until our 
next event or until at least 
December ,” she said. “We 
are trying to reach all who 
are willing to help a non-
profit organisation working 

on spreading the learning 
process of a foreign lan-
guage.” They are promot-
ing French studies here in 
the federation, highlighting 
the importance of learning 
French. “French studies 
can also help your career,” 
she said. “You can study in 
France for free in Martinque 
and Guadeloupe. We are 
not only here to promote 
cultural diversity, but also 
to support younger stu-
dent who would like to 
have wider option for their 
career.”

Entertainment will in-
clude French songs by 
Turquoisa Henry, first run-
ner up of a French singing 
competition, the Actors 
and Dj Legal. She said the 
Department of Culture will 
sponsor the appearance 

from the Actors that were 
inspired by the French 
Heritage. Sponsors for the 
event include Spice Mill, 
Poinciana, Sweet & Savory, 
St. Kitts Marriott Resort & 
The Royal Beach Casino, 
Discovery bar, Sprat Net, 
Carib Brewery, Koscab, Ti 
Amo, Timo, Les Grands 
Vins de France, Opus Fine 
Wines and Spirits, among 
others.

The dress code is “Elegant 
in red, white or blue” and the 
ticket prices are EC$125 for 
members and EC$150 for 
non-members. Tickets can 
be booked by WhatsApp 
at 667-9019 (Marine) or 
purchased at the Alliance 
Française de St. Kitts and 
Nevis, 1 Orchid Street, 
from Monday to Friday 9 
a.m. to 4.30 p.m.

1.     To receive the Financial Statements for the year ended December 31st  2017,   

 and the Reports of the Directors and Auditors thereon.

2.     To declare a Dividend.

3.     To appoint a Director.

4.     To appoint Auditors and authorize the Directors to fix their remuneration.

NOTE: A member entitled to attend and vote at this meeting is entitled to appoint a proxy  

to attend, and on a poll, to vote on his behalf. Such proxy need not also be a member.

The Transfer of Books and Registrar of Members will be closed from July 17th to August 

10th, 2018, inclusive.

Marshall House  BY ORDER OF THE BOARD

1 Independence Square West 

Basseterre Charmaine A. Reece

St. Kitts   Company Secretary

West Indies 17th July 2018

  

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Fifty Eighth Annual General Meeting of Carib Brewery

(St. Kitts & Nevis) Ltd. will be held at the Ocean Terrace Inn Conference Room at Wigley 

Avenue, Fortlands, Basseterre, on Friday August 10th , 2018 at 5 o’ clock in the after-

noon for the following purposes:-
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MBA/MBM
Exceptional value — earn an 
accredited UK MBA or MBM for under 
US$10,000 • Can be completed in 18 
months • Specialisations: Banking, 
Entrepreneurship, Events, Finance, 
Health Management, Hospitality 
& Tourism, HRM, Info. Systems, 
Leadership & Innovation, Logistics & 
Supply Chain Management, Marketing 
& Sales, Project Management • Option 
to earn both an MBA and MBM in 24 
months

www.seidegrees.com
Regional Office: 27499 Riverview Center Blvd., Suite 223, Bonita Springs, Florida 34134, USA 

• Tel +1 239 444 4399 • Fax +1 239 444 4398 • info@SEIdegrees.com

Free 

Apple iPad 

Mini 4 

(Conditions 

apply)

APPLY NOW FOR SEPTEMBER 2018 TRIMESTER

100% FLEXIBLE
100% ONLINE  

100% RELEVANT

Top 10 
UK University 

(Graduate Employability)

No. 1 

in the UK 
for Value-added

(The Guardian, 2017)

BA Business Management (Top-up)
Final Year Entry to holders of Associate Degree and/or Diploma

Specialisms: Finance, Hospitality, HRM and Marketing 

BA Business & Enterprise (Top-up)

BA Sales Management (Top-up) 

BSc Nursing Studies (Top-up)

PG Cert. Learning and Teaching

The Edinburgh Doctorate 

in Business Administration 

(DBA) Regional workshops conducted by 

Edinburgh Faculty

MSc HRM (SHRM Recognised)

MSc Data Science

MSc Construction Project

 Management (RICS and ICE accredited)

MSc Transport Planning and  

 Engineering

MSc Health and Social Care

DARTMOOR: DEATH, DESPAIR, AND HISTORY 
IN THE MIDST OF NATURE’S BEAUTY.

TRAVEL: by Eric Mackenzie Lamb

Located in the rolling green hills of 
southern Devon, Dartmoor National 
Park is one of Britain’s most scenic 
and best preserved nature conservan-
cies. Almost every bend in the road re-
veals a spectacular panorama of rocky 
outcrops, grass-covered moorlands, 
or deep, densely-forested valleys. It’s 
not difficult to understand  why Sir 
Arthur Conan Doyle chose Dartmoor 
as the backdrop to his legendary 
Sherlock Holmes story Hound of the 
Baskervilles.

In fact, Dartmoor, at an average eleva-
tion of over  one thousand feet above 
sea level, even has its own unique 
climate. There can be bright sunlight 
one minute, and dense rolling fog with 
almost zero visibility the next-which 
is why road signs warning drivers 
about loose animals on the road are so 
plentiful.

But, just like those bleak, fogbound 
days, Dartmoor also has a darker side 
to it, one that you’d least expect to find 

in such a pastoral setting: its infamous 
prison. 

Initially built in 1809 as a depot to 
hold French prisoners of war during 
Britain’s conflict with Napoleon, it 
didn’t take long for Dartmoor Prison to 
become synonymous with death, dis-
ease, and despair. It would also go on 
to serve another purpose-the relocation 
and confinement of Americans, most-
ly sailors, captured during the War of 
1812. Britain found itself mired in two 
wars, one on each side of the Atlantic, 

and,  as these conflicts dragged on, 
more and more prisoners arrived un-
til it became a virtual flood.  It wasn’t 
long before the authorities were over-
whelmed and, as a consequence, be-
gan to impose increasingly draconian 
punishments on inmates who flouted 
the rules. One of the worst was soli-
tary confinement-usually for ten days 
and with reduced rations-in the no-
torious “Black Hole”, a crude stone 
hut which had no light, heat, bedding, 

or windows, and from where many 
prisoners emerged with hypothermia, 
sometimes fatal. Nevertheless, even 
this did little to dissuade those de-
termined to escape,  particularly the 
Americans. 

And there were ample reasons for 
wanting to flee. To say that living con-
ditions for Dartmoor’s inmates were 
nothing short of abominable would 
be an understatement. Even though 

CONT’D ON PAGE 10
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The never-
ending debate

The debate will not go away. It is being kept alive on radio talk shows, in 
bar shops and in street corners.  It was always a hot topic, but it has become 
hotter ever since it was introduced into our National Parliament: this issue 
of whether nationals who are resident overseas should be allowed to vote.

One caller to a talk show pointed out that the Constitution is silent on the 
matter.  Another described the voters list as a “legally fraudulent” document 
in that these people who RESIDE overseas are attesting that they RESIDE 
at a specific address in the Federation.  He saw this list as institutionalizing 
corruption. To complicate matters further, the issue of voting rights of non-
nationals living abroad was also raised.

One radio host broadened the debate by asking whether illiterates and men-
tally incompetent persons should be allowed to vote. There were no clear 
answers.  The arguments on both sides are compelling.

The Observer is of the view that the matter need not be that complicated. 
We feel that every registrant has a right to vote.  Once we accept that prem-
ise, then the argument becomes easier: does every national has a right to 
REGISTER.  Just as there are restrictions as to who can offer themselves as 
candidates, there are restrictions (beyond the obvious age requirement) for 
registration.  The key to the issue is to PREVENT registration.

The relevant section of the Legislation says that a person is disqualified 
from being registered as a voter and shall not be so registered if he or she 
is certified to be insane or otherwise adjudged to be of unsound mind under 
any law.  A person who has been sentenced to prison for twelve months 
or more or who has been sentenced to death by a court in any part of the 
Commonwealth has not suffered the punishment to which he or she was 
sentenced or has not been pardoned is also disqualified for registration as a 
voter.  But what if that person was already registered?

Is it our intention to stop or de-register persons who migrate; to stop persons 
who migrated from ever registering to vote or to stop persons who have 
never lived here from registering to vote?  

Our Register is based on either residence or on domicile.  Should it be based 
on both? If so, how?  To our mind, these are the questions that the govern-
ment is seeking answers to in the proposed amendment.

Perhaps the Supervisor of Elections, in his weekly articles, can further ad-
dress this debate. 
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SEDU to 
host canning, 

fermenting and 
processing 
workshop

By Monique Washington

Young people and 
single parents are be-
ing urged to register for 
next week’s canning, 
fermenting and process-
ing workshop hosted 
by Small Enterprise 
Development Unit 
(SEDU) in the Ministry 
of Finance.

The two-week work-
shop will be fa-
cilitated by product 
formulator and practic-
ing herbal researcher 
Timothy Prescott of 
Barbados. Prescott facil-
itated the first essential 
oils workshop on Nevis 
in May.

The workshop falls in 
line with the policy ad-
opted by the Ministry 
of Finance and SEDU 
to develop new business 
entities in the agricul-
tural sector, not only in 
farming, but also value-
added products that can 
be created from agricul-
tural products.

Permanent Secretary 
of Finance Collin Dore 

said that the workshop 
will focus on youth with 
a passion for agriculture 
and also on single moth-
ers. “We have some ex-
isting agro-processors 
already processing some 
items, so we really want 
to build on those [peo-
ple] to increase in the 
variety of items that they 
are offering,” he said. 
“However, the bigger 
focus for us is getting 
new [people] into this 
sector. We are focusing 
on our youth [who] have 
an interest in the agri-
cultural produce. We are 
focusing on the ladies as 
well, especially mothers 
who want to form a vi-
brant business entity for 
their livelihood coming 
out of this.”

Dore said that they are 
looking to target 12 
“serious” people. “We 
expect with these 12 
applicants they should 
consider themselves 
a successful applicant 
coming to the workshop, 
with a level of serious-
ness and a determina-
tion that at the end of the 
workshop, they will be 
moving forward to make 

a vibrant business entity 
out of the two weeks of 
training.”

Dore said that the par-
ticipants will be experi-
menting with a number 
of agriculture produce, 
including tomatoes, 
tamarind, citrus fruits, 
garlic and others. All 
material that will be 
used is locally grown. 
He added that SEDU 
will provide some of the 
utensils and participants 
will be asked to bring 
some as well.

He said that in addition, a 
small grant will become 
available post workshop 
“for whichever group is 
the most outstanding of 
the workshop and is pre-
pared to move forward 
immediately to produce 
items and put them on 
the market for sale,” he 
said. 

The two-week work-
shop will be held from 9 
a.m.-3 p.m. daily July 
16- 27 at the Nevis Co-
operative Credit Union 
Complex. Registration 
fee is $100 and registra-
tion closes July 13.
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Economic activity positive 
during music festival

By Loshaun Dixon

Officials with the St. 
Kitts Music Festival 
are confident that eco-
nomic activity gener-
ated in the federation 
during the time of the 
event has positively 
impacted the festival.

In an effort to step up 
the economic activity 
surrounding the fes-
tival, the Ministry of 
Tourism and the Music 
Festival Committee 
took a bold decision 
to end each night of 
the festival at 1 a.m., a 
decision that was 
very unpopular with 
the public. Minister 
of Tourism the 
Honourable Lindsay 
Grant said he was hap-
py with the out come of 
the early ending. “We 
were deliberate in de-
termining when the 
nights were going to 
end and when we get 
out the park, “ We felt 
the festival must not 
only have economic 
activity within the four 
wall of Warner Park, 
but we wanted to get 
people on the Strip and 
spend some money.”

Grant said when he 
left Warner Park each 
night, he went to the 
Strip to see if business 
was booming. “It was 
bumper to bumper, 
wall to wall, jam pack,” 
he said. “Money was 
flowing on the strip 
and that is what we 
want. We don’t want 
to finish at 4 a.m. and 
people decide ‘all I am 
doing is heading home 
to sleep.’ S, the bars 
were flowing and that 
was good for us.”

Addressing hotel oc-
cupancy for the pe-
riod, Grant said that 
it was impossible to 
find a room at any ho-
tel. “We couldn’t find a 
hotel room,” he said.” 
Royal St. Kitts full, 
the Marriott full, Sun 
and Sand full, Park 

Hyatt full, Timothy 
Beach full. You may 
very well say we have 
ANSAR, who brought 
500 people, and the di-
aspora conference that 
also brought people.

“One thing that should 
be noted that we had a 
working relationship 
with the people from 
ANSAR and made sure 
that ANSAR fell just 
about the time with the 
music festival for them 
to be here to join them 
and the forces.”

Music Festival pro-
moter Val Henry stated 
that success of the fes-
tival should be judged 
by economic activity 
in the country. “The 
gauging of the suc-
cess is not based on 
the amount of tickets 
sold and the expendi-
ture from the commit-
tee. It is based on the 
economic activity in 
the country inspired 
by the hosting of the 
festival.”

 He then gave an ex-
ample as to how how 
the festival can have 
economic impact: “If 
we were to look at 
the Sunday event at 
White Sands and in 

terms of the amount 
of work that was al-
located to designers 
and dress maker, that 
ordinarily they would 
not be making. The 
hairstylist, makeup 
artiste, car rentals do 
not gauge the music 
festival, not only this 
year,but the entire 22 
years based on ticket 
sales and the money 
spent on an artiste is it 
did it generate enough 
economic activity in 
the country to make it 
a useful endeavour.”

Chairman of the St. 
Kitts Music Festival 
Committee Damion 
Hobson is of the belief 
that the festival would 
at least break even this 
year. “We certainly 
will be breaking even 
this year,” he said. “I 
think once the final 
numbers come in by 
the end of July, we 
would have realised 
a profit position. This 
is based on the excep-
tional ticket sales we 
experienced this yea, 
as well as the sponsors 
that were on board this 
year.

He disclosed that they 
sold in total 11,000 
general admission 

tickets, which equates 
to $3,500 per night. 
There were about 

1,000 individuals in 
VIP “I’m very happy 
to announce that the 

2018 St Kitts Music 
Festival was one of the 
best editions in the 22-
year history of the fes-
tival,”.he said.” This 
year was excellent! 
The crowd attendance 
for each night was su-
per, the management 
was professional and 
the production overall 
was first class.”

He said that they also 
gave out 800 com-
plimentary tickets 
with the sponsors get-
ting large packages. 
Platinum sponsor’s re-
ceived 50 tickets each

They also conducted 
an economic assess-
ment impact to give 
guidance on the sus-
tainability of the 
festival.
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Jessups’ man sentenced and 
fined for cocaine possession

By Monique Washington

A Jessups’ village resi-
dent has been convict-
ed and sentenced to 
two years in prison and 
faces a fine of $7,500 
after pleading guilty 
to having a little more 
than two grams of co-
caine in his possession.

Berlin “Beast” Woods 
of Jessups faced 
Magistrate Yasmine 
Clarke Tuesday (July 
10) at the Magistrate 
Court in Charlestown 
and pleaded guilty to 
possession of cocaine 
and possession with 
intent to supply.

According to the po-
lice prosecution, head-
ed by Inspector Eurita 
C o l l i n s - P e r c i v a l , 
on April 30 a secu-
rity operation between 

officers of the Royal 
St. Christopher and 
Nevis Police Force and 
soldiers from the St. 

Kitts-Nevis Defense 
Force police executed 
a search warrant on 
the property of Woods. 

There 10 pieces of a 
hard white substance 
found wrapped in foil 
was suspected to be 

cocaine. Upon a con-
tinued search, a sum 
of EC$1,045.85 was 
found.

Woods, the white sub-
stance and the money 
were all taken into po-
lice custody. The sub-
stance later tested as 
cocaine. The Observer 
understands that any-
one found with one 
gram or more of co-
caine is considered a 
trafficker.

Last year, Britany 
Paiola Peets, 19, 
pleaded guilty to hav-
ing EC$498,960 - the 
street value of 2,310 
grams of cocaine - in 
her possession and 
was sentenced to a 
total of five years in 
Her Majesty’s Prison 
in St. Kitts, with 
one year off for time 
spent. She was caught 

making an attempt 
to smuggle the drugs 
through the Vance 
Amory International 
Airport. The mag-
istrate at the time 
noted that a fine can 
be imposed between 
$10,000 or the street 
value of the drug times 
three. Also, a jail sen-
tence can be imposed 
with the minimum 
sentence that the law 
permits of five years, 
while the maximum is 
10 years.

Clarke then sentenced 
Woods to two years in 
Her Majesty’s Prison 
in St. Kitts and fined 
him $7,500 to be 
paid in six months. If 
he fails to pay the fine, 
he will spend an ad-
ditional 12 months in 
prison, which will run 
consecutively.
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CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS  
REAL ESTATE  REAL ESTATE  EMPLOYMENT  EMPLOYMENT  R

Vacancy

AP  Woodwork
One Carpenter
Tel:668-1514/ 668-3611

Land For Sale

20959 Square Feet 
Land Nugents Heights
Tel: 760 9482 
or 663-6296

Vacancy

Seamstress Needed 
Contact:664-2007

Vacancy

Boat Mate Contact:  
Islander Water Sports 
Tel: 662-7081

Vacancy

Two Cashier Needed
At  Teddies Bar
Telephone# 660-6196

Vacancy

Farm Worker
Tel: 660-6965

Vacancy

Anthony Construction 
Company in St.Kitts 
seeking house-
keeper  6692262

Vacancy

One Joiner                    
Tel: 664-0256 
Enriques Joiner Shop

Vacancy

Effy Jewelry is seek-
ing a Marketing 
Manager Must be 
experience in Jewelry 
sales  Visit Effy Port 
Zante for more details

Vacancy

Chris Metal Works
Needs Welder
Tel: 665-2356

LIQUOR LICENCES 

ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A
To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’

To the Superintendent of Police.

I, Clifford Paris & Ms Marva Paris

Now residing in..............................
...  Street in the town or Village of 
Craddock Road do hereby give you 
notice That it is my intention to apply 
on June 8th 2018 

Day of 8th June next to the District 
Magistrate

At C/Town for a Retail Liquor Licence 
in respect of my  Premises in Craddock 
Road Street in..................

Dated this 8th  day of June, 2018.

Signed: Clifford Paris

LIQUOR LICENCES 

ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A
To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’

To the Superintendent of Police.

I, Marva Parris Now residing in 
Main street in the town or village of 
Craddock Road do hereby give you 
notice  That it is my intention to apply 
on 14th Day of June 2017 next to the 
District Magistrate At 

Charlestown for a Retail Liquor 
Licence in respect of my Premises in 
Main Street in Craddock Road

Dated this 14th  day of June, 2017.

Signed: Marva Paris

LIQUOR LICENCES 

ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A
To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’

To the Superintendent of Police.

I, Damien Pemberton Now residing 
in Hanleys Road Street in the town or 
Village of Holmes Hill do hereby give 
you notice

That it is my intention to apply on  
Beer LicenceDay of June 19, 2018 next 
to the District Magistrate

Premises in Hanley Road  Street in 
Holmes Hill

Dated this June day of 19, 2018.

Signed: SJeffers

Vacancy                    
Jamaican Bakery 
Assistant Baker   
Tel: 762-1003

Vacancy

Experience      
Carpenter                 
Tel: 663-6296 
or 764-7189

Vacancy 

URGENT

HIRING!                                                 

Solid Ground 
Construction Needs 
Plumber, Electricals, 
Masonry, Carpentry, 
Mechanic, Gardener, 
Heavy Equipment 
Operator

Five years experince

Tel: 762-9150

Vacancy

Green Valley Produce 
Mobile Delivery 
Needs Farmer 
Tel: 668-0612

Forecasters predict a near or 
above-normal 2018 Atlantic 

Hurricane season.  Get 
ready and be prepared. 

For your free quotation on 
our Rolling, Accordion, Panel 

or Bahamian Shutters. Ask 
about our payment plan.

Call us at Conquering Storm 
Shutters at 1 (869)764-7189 

or 

1 (869) 663-6296

VACANCY

  Masons, Carpenters, Dry wall-
ing, Tillers, Plumbers, Labourers

Contact: The Managing Director,

Solid Ground Construction & 
Restoration Services Ltd

14 Petal Street

Wades Garden 
Basseterre St. Kitts

Email:

solidgroundcrs@gmail.com
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freezing temperatures, gale force 
winds, and occasional deep snow-
falls were the norm over the moors 
during winter months, there was 
no heating in the cell blocks. Most 
prisoners survived only by sleep-
ing next to their neighbors and 
benefiting from each other’s body 
warmth. Cell blocks originally 
built to house 500 prisoners on 
each floor sometimes held more 
than 650. Nor was it unusual for 
an inmate to wake up the next 
morning only to discover that 
the man next to him was no lon-
ger asleep, but a corpse. Suicides 
were also common.

To make matters even worse, food 
was  in perpetual shortage and fish 
and meat often rotten. The quality 
of bread was so poor that many 
prisoners refused to eat it and 
went on collective hunger strikes 
in protest. Proper medical atten-
tion was scarce, hygiene virtually 
nonexistent. Infestations of bed-
bugs and lice were an everyday re-
ality, made even worse by the fact 
that there were few, if any,  op-
portunities for prisoners to wash 
their own clothing. Many wore 
used garments which had been 
bartered for with illegal liquor or 
tobacco, even gambling, or had 
previously belonged to a fellow 
inmate who had since died and 
had his body stripped within sec-
onds of his last breath. Outbreaks 
of measles and even smallpox 
were a regular occurrence, all of 
which claimed hundreds of lives. 
Altogether around 1500 prisoners 
perished  in Dartmoor between 
1809 and 1815, mostly from dis-
ease. Those who died were buried 
outside the prison walls, either in 
cheap wooden coffins, or simply 
wrapped in a shroud, without 
mourners or even a religious 

ceremony. In the years which fol-
lowed, their bones, exposed to 
weather and wild animals, began 
to emerge and litter the landscape. 
Finally, In 1866, the governor 
of the prison ordered them to be 
collected and divided into two 
heaps which were designated ei-
ther French or American remains, 
and which were then interred in 
separate cemeteries at the rear of 
the prison and marked with an ap-
propriate obelisk. There are also 
rows of headstones inscribed 
only with initials and dates, 
many faded beyond recognition. 
The true number of those who 
perished at Dartmoor, or their 
identities,  will probably never 
be known. 

But for the privileged officer 
class, the majority of them 
French,  captivity was a very dif-
ferent story. By a mutual gentle-
men’s agreement  between the 
warring parties, they were al-
lowed to live under parole sta-
tus  in private lodgings outside 
the prison on the condition that 
they gave their solemn word that 
they would not attempt to escape, 
as well as to report to prison au-
thorities once a week. They were 
also permitted to receive money 
from friends and family over-
seas, which, especially for those 
from aristocratic or wealthy 
backgrounds, enabled them to 
live in relative comfort.

After Napoleon’s final defeat at 
the battle of Waterloo, the pro-
cess of repatriating French pris-
oners of war began in earnest. 
However, as the war in North 
America was still ongoing, those 
freed were quickly replaced by 
their American counterparts 
who were transferred from oth-
er prisons throughout Britain. 
Many had been kept in infamous 

hulk ships at nearby ports like 
Plymouth, where conditions 
were even more horrific than 
those at Dartmoor.VThis was 
the pattern of life-and death-at 
Dartmoor during the early 1800s. 
And well beyond. As mentioned 
previously, there have been nu-
merous escape attempts- many 
involving astonishing ingenu-
ity on the part of the prisoners-
during Dartmoor’s two hundred 
years of history. But, in the end, 
less than a handful succeeded. 
Much of this was due to the fact 
that, even after a prisoner had 
managed to flee, there was al-
most nowhere to go. No food, 
no shelter, no relief from driv-
ing rain and biting winds, and 
all the while running the risk of 
being spotted by his pursuers (or 
a local farmer eager to collect a 
£5 reward) while trying to make 
his way across open stretches of 
moorland-which is one reason 
that the present site for Dartmoor 
prison was chosen in the first 
place. With few exceptions, 
most escapees were recaptured 
within forty eight hours. Others, 
exhausted after having realized 
the futility of continuing  into the 
unknown, simply turned around, 
stumbled back toward the prison 
gates, and gave themselves up.

The entrance to Dartmoor prison. 
The Latin inscription Parcere 
subjectus, (barely visible in this 
image of the arch) translates 
to Spare the Vanquished.

Dartmoor is also the site of an-
other important legacy from that 
turbulent era: the only church in 
Britain built by American prison-
ers of war. Today, more than two 
hundred years on, Dartmoor still 

DARTMOOR: DEATH, DESPAIR, 
AND HISTORY ... CONT’D

CONT’D ON PAGE 21

CONT’D FROM PAGE 3
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St. Kitts-
Nevis 

Ministry 
of Tourism 
promotes 

plastic 
pollution 
solutions

SKNIS

Plastic is one of the ma-
jor polluters to the envi-
ronment and to combat 
this growing problem, 
the Ministry of Tourism 
has launched the 
“Plastic Free July” ini-
tiative to promote steps 
for solution to pollution.

While appearing on the 
government’s weekly 
programme “Working 
for You” July 11, 
Assistant Secretary in 
the Ministry of Tourism 
Diannille Taylor-
Williams encouraged 
the public to reduce 
plastic usage by imple-
menting five key steps: 
reuse, refuse, reduce, 
recycle and repurpose.

She also highlighted 
that using reusable 
shopping bags and sim-
ply denying a straw for 
your drink are small 
ways that individuals 
can make a big impact 
in plastic reduction.

“Plastics [was] intro-
duced into the federa-
tion in a big way in the 
1950s and 1960s, so 
that number of plastic 
has been introduced 
into our environment,” 
she said. “What we can 
do is help to remove 
the plastics that are al-
ready there because it 
takes 500 years to dis-
integrate. So we know 

that the plastic from the 
1950s is still out there.”

She also mentioned that 
the ministry and other 
environmental groups 
have been conduct-
ing beach clean ups 
and implementing pro-
grammes to reduce plas-
tic use and to eliminate 
and repurpose some 
of the plastics that are 
presently accumulating 
on the island.

“We can do regular 
clean-ups of these ar-
eas so that we remove 
it,” she said. “These 
are things we can do to 
eradicate the pandemic 
that is plastics.”

Taylor-Williams im-
plored people to be 
creative and find ways 
where they can reuse 
plastics. She gave the 
example of using plas-
tic bottles as a watering 
mechanism for plants. 
She also said that the 
ministry is looking at 
partnering with other 
islands and businesses 
who have alternate uses 
for plastics.

Vanessa Webbe, tourism 
officer in Nevis, agreed 
with Taylor-Williams’ 
suggestions, adding 
that “if we continue to 
spread the word of re-
use, repurpose, reduce, 
and recycle, people will 
respond over time.”
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CARICOM heads consider 
reclassification 

of Marijuana

By Loshuan Dixon

The heads of govern-
ment of CARICOM 
have agreed to review 
the status of mari-
juana with a view to 
reclassification.

Last week 
C A R I C O M ’ s 
M a r i j u a n a 
Commission’s Report 
was discussed at the 
39th meeting of the 
heads of govern-
ment of CARICOM 
in Montego Bay, 
Jamaica. 

According to a com-
munique follow-
ing the completion 
of the meeting, the 
leaders welcomed 
the “Report of the 
Regional Commission 
on Marijuana.” 

“They noted its find-
ings, conclusions and 
recommendations, in 
particular with respect 
to human and religious 
rights; the social and 
developmental impact 
of use among adoles-
cents; the economic 
benefits to be derived; 
and issues related to 
its classification.” The 
communique stated 

the regional heads ex-
pressed appreciation 
to Commission Chair 
Professor Rose-Marie 
Belle Antoine and the 
other members of the 
Committee for their 
very comprehensive 
report. 

The CARICOM heads 
agreed that  the cur-
rent classification of 
marijuana “as an illicit 
drug presented a chal-
lenge in the conduct of 
research to fully under-
stand and ascertain the 
medicinal benefits to be 
derived.

“They agreed that ac-
tion should be taken at 
the national level by 
the relevant authorities 
to review marijuana’s 
current status with a 
view to reclassifica-
tion taking into ac-
count all international 
obligations.”

They also had reserva-
tions about the effect 
of marijuana use on 
young person’s mind, 
given the conclusive 
evidence that existed.

“Heads of govern-
ment recognised that 
member states would 
need to review the 

report in more detail 
to determine action at 
the national level in 
relation to law reform 
models as proposed 
by the Commission,” 
read the communique. 
“Heads of government 
expressed apprecia-
tion to the Foundation 
to Promote Open 
Society (FPOS), which 
provided resources 
for the work of the 
Commission.” In its re-
port to the government, 
the commission recom-
mended the legalisa-
tion of the drug. The 
reports stated, “The 
commission believes 
that the end goal for 
CARICOM should 
be the dismantling of 
prohibition in its total-
ity, to be replaced by 
a strictly regulated 
framework akin to that 
for alcohol and tobac-
co, which are harmful 
substances that are not 
criminalized.”

It added that the com-
mission agreed that 
the current classifi-
cation for cannabis/
marijuana as a dan-
gerous drug with no 
value or narcotic, 
‘should be changed to 
a classification of can-
nabis as a controlled 

substance.

“The commission 
is unanimous in its 
view that ultimately, 
legal policy toward 
marijuana should be 
informed, not by pu-
nitive approaches, but 
by public health ratio-
nales, within a human 
rights, social justice 
and developmental 
perspective.”

It also stated that there 
is consensus that all 
criminal penalties 
from marijuana laws 
should be removed.

“A too-limited ap-
proach to law re-
form, including one 
that focuses only on 
medical marijuana, 
would be counter-
productive and in-
imical to the goals of 
Caribbean develop-
ment, as outlined in 
the SDGs (sustain-
able development 
goals) and endorsed 
by CARICOM.

 “If only decrimi-
nalization is envis-
aged, reasonable 
fines and compul-
sory rehabilitative 
treatment should be 
substituted.”

Thirty 
complete 

prospective 
teachers’ 
training 
course

By Monique Washington

Thirty prospective 
teachers who have suc-
cessfully completed 
a two-week training 
course have been urged 
to have good attitudes 
if they wish to become 
good teachers.

Speaking at the 
closing ceremo-
ny, Kevin Barrett, 
permanent secre-
tary in the Ministry 
of Education, told par-
ticipants to become 
good teachers, they 
need to have good at-
titudes. “There are 
times when you are 
going to be challenged 
and there are times 
when you are not go-
ing to feel so well,” he 
said. “There are times 
when you are going 
to be discouraged, but 
your attitude is what 
is going o help you in 
these situations. The 
better your attitude, 
the better you will 
be able to cope with 
these unfortunate situ-
ations. They are going 
to happen.”

Barrett told the par-
ticipants that they are 
going to have children 
in their classes “[who] 
are going to test you. 
They are going to try 
you and your attitude 
is going to determine 
whether you win those 
battles, or you lose. 
Have a positive at-
titude when you go 
into the classroom,” 
he said.

The annual training 

course is designed to 
prepare participants 
for possible placement 
as teachers at govern-
ment-owned schools 
on Nevis. It was host-
ed by the Department 
of Education on Nevis 
at the Education 
Department in Marion 
Heights June 25-July 
6.

One of the prospective 
teachers, Devonne 
Cornelius, said during 
the closing ceremony 
that though the two 
weeks were short, 
the course has helped 
him in preparing for 
the work ahead. “This 
course did not only 
prepare us for the 
classroom, but it pre-
pared us for the world 
of work,” he said. “It 
prepares us for life 
and its expectations.”

Topics included rules 
and regulations of 
the public service, 
professional ethics, 
classroom manage-
ment, methodology 
assessment and en-
hancing English skills 
and participants were 
expected to have a 
better understanding 
of the structure and 
role of the education 
and public system; to 
interact with the rudi-
ments of learning and 
teaching; to employ 
and develop com-
munication skills in 
writing, speaking and 
work presentation; 
and to get a panoramic 
view of some of the 
theories and practices 
in education.



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday July 6th, 2018LOCAL NEWS Page:13

NASPA receives second 
place for the most 

improved efficiency, 
productivity in region

By Monique Washington

Among seaports in the 

region, the Nevis Air 
and Seaport Authority 
(NASPA) achieved 
second place for “Most 

Improved Efficiency 
and Productivity” in 
2017 from the Port 
M a n a g e m e n t 

Association of the 
Caribbean PMAC.

The award is based on 

a number of port per-
formance indicators, 
including the total cargo 
in and out per revenue 
tonne, total revenue 
generated per revenue 
tonne, total expenses 
per revenue tonne and 
total staff per revenue 
tonne. The port perfor-
mance indicators not 
only compare the per-
formance of the differ-
ent ports in the region, 
but also compare each 
port’s own performance 
with that of the previous 
year.

PMAC’s annual gen-
eral meeting was held 
June 27-29 in Jamaica. 
In 2016, Nevis hosted 
the annual meeting 
at the Four Seasons 
Resort. The major ob-
jective of PMAC is to 
improve the proficiency 
of member ports and 
the quality of services 
offered to their users, 
specifically through 
the facilitation of rel-
evant training designed 
to maximize human 
resources and to effec-
tively meet the ever-
increasing challenges of 
the global environment.

General Manager of the 
Nevis Air and Sea Ports 
Authority Oral Brandy 
said that NASPA’s 
achievement was an-
nounced during the 
annual meeting. Nevis 
received second place, 
along with Jamaica, 
and St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines was 
awarded the prestigious 
“Novaport Cup,” an 
award NASPA won in 

2005. The Novaport 
Cup was also cap-
tured for two consecu-
tive years by the St 
Christopher Air and 
Seaport Authority 
(SCASPA) in 2012 and 
2013.

Brandy lauded the em-
ployees of NASPA for 
their efforts and their 
dedication in helping 
to achieve the such ac-
complishments.  “We 
commend all of the 
hard-working and com-
mitted employees of 
NASPA,” he said. “This 
achievement could not 
have been achieved 
without their great ef-
fort and dedication. 
They have displayed a 
good spirit in perform-
ing their duties.”

Brandy noted that the 
AGM was the biggest 
turnout ever seen at 
the meeting, with more 
than 100 delegates 
from throughout the 
Caribbean, Europe, 
the United States of 
America and Canada. 
He said one of the high-
lights of the event was 
a tour of the Caribbean 
Maritime University.

“It is a very impressive 
and comprehensive 
institution. It is one 
which persons who are 
interested in any aspect 
of marine or maritime 
studies can consider. 
It’s an opportunity for 
young person’s to gain, 
what I consider to be, 
high demand skills in 
the region,” he said.
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Shelagh James rewarded by 
ANSAR for Nevis event

By Monique Washington

Ministry of Tourism Nevis Communications 
Officer Shelagh James received a unexpected 
award from the Anguilla, Nevis and St. Kitts 
Associations Reunion (ANSAR) for her prepa-
ration work in the hosting of the event.

James spoke to the Observer Wednesday, saying 
the award came as a surprise. “I was invited to 
the evening’s event (at the St. Kitts and Nevis 
Marriott),” she said. “I sat and was eating when 
my friend said ‘Shelagh, they just called you,’ 
and I said ‘for what, I didn’t hear my name.’ I got 
up and went to the podium. I didn’t know I was 
receiving an award,” she said. “It was a lovely 
gesture. I couldn’t even give a speech; I was just 
to in shock. I just said ‘thank you so much and I 
really appreciate this.’”

St. Kitts and Nevis held the 18th annual cel-
ebration of the St. Kitts-Nevis and Anguilla 
Association Reunion ANSAR June 22-24 with 
objectives of establishing and rekindling old al-
liances; strengthening the bonds of friendship 
and brotherhood; participating in various social 
activities; discussing matters of mutual inter-
est, including issues of economic development;  
remaining connected by communal heritage, 

history and cultural legacy; and promoting 
greater international awareness of Anguilla, 
Nevis and St. Kitts. The event was held under 
the theme “Renewing and Strengthening our 
Relations, Celebrating our Achievements and 
Uniting our People.”

James noted that she was the host for the ANSAR 

event in 2013-2014 in Leeds, England. She was 
approached by the Honourable Mark Brantley, 
who is now the premier of Nevis, about being 
in charge of the Nevis leg of the event. Nevis 
had never hosted any of the events, which put 
the pressure on. “They wanted to have a day in 
Nevis,” James said. “The chairman lobbied hard 
with the committee members to have a day in 
Nevis. The opening ceremony for ANSAR was 
then scheduled to be held in Nevis.”

She said that the members wanted the event to be 
pure folklore, so she gave them what they asked. 
“We booked NEPAC (Nevis Performing Arts 
Center) for the opening ceremony,” she said. 
“They want pure folklore at the open reception, 
so I booked reigning (Culturama) Junior Calypso 
King Terron Webb, the NEPAC Choir, poets and 
folklore dancers, who did the cake walk with the 
string band. Everyone was culturally dressed. 
After that, we had an island tour.

“I just do my work and that’s it and I don’t ex-
pect anything from it,” James added. “I have got-
ten so accustomed to that that to get an award 
for doing the Nevis leg was, like wow. It was 
solidified by people speaking to me afterward, 
saying thank you for all of what you have done 
in Nevis.”



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday July 6th, 2018LOCAL NEWS Page:15

Hundreds protest Johnson death; 
police investigation ongoing

By Loshaun Dixon

Hundreds of protestors 
took to the streets of 
Basseterre this week in 
protest to demand an-
swers in the death of Tau 
Johnson as police an-
nounce high level inves-
tigations into the matter.

Johnson, who was killed 
in a motorcycle accident 
last Saturday, was cele-
brating his 20th birthday 
when he met his de-
mise. The circumstances 
of his death raised many 
questions, some yet un-
answered in the public 
domain.

According to the po-
lice preliminary report, 
investigations revealed 
Johnson of Buckely’s 
Housing Project was rid-
ing a motorcycle when 
police officers on patrol 
attempted to stop him in 
the vicinity of College 
Street Ghuat. After 
Johnson ignored the of-
ficers’ signal to stop, 
the officers chased after 
him. Police have indi-
cated Johnson contin-
ued fleeing the officers 
pursuing him and he ran 
a red light at Baker’s 
Corner. While driving 
along Wellington Road, 
Johnson attempted to 
manoeuvre between ve-
hicles, lost control of the 
motor cycle and fell. He 
was pronounced dead at 
the J.N.F. Hospital.

Unconfirmed reports 
claimed that the young 
man was struck by a po-
lice vehicle, causing the 
accident, but according 
to the police investiga-
tions conducted thus 
far have revealed that 
the police vehicle main-
tained some distance 
behind Johnson while in 
pursuit. “At no point in 
time did the police ve-
hicle come into contact 
with Johnson or the mo-
torcycle he was riding,” 
the report says.

Many have also ex-
pressed concerns of 

the way Johnson was 
handled by emergency 
responders at the scene.

Scores of friends and 
family members of 
Johnson conducted a 
silent protest through 
Basseterre Monday, 
demanding transpar-
ency on the issue. After 
marching through 
Basseterre, the protest-
ers stood outside the 
Basseterre police station 
chanting “Justice for 
Tau.”

The protesters, who 
remained peaceful and 
respectful, also featured 
two motorcyclists stop-
ping in the middle of 
Cayon Street, just in 
front of the police sta-
tion, briefly halting traf-
fic on the thoroughfare. 
The protesters stood 
there for approximately 
30 minutes, with some 
officers monitoring the 
activity. Some of the 
individuals in the march 
were calling on the po-
lice to let them see the 
alleged vehicle that was 
involved in the accident 
and to return the motor-
cycle Johnson rode.

Teshari Liburd, one of 
the leaders of the protest, 
explained that the pro-
test was in search of jus-
tice for Tau. “We feel an 
injustice has been done 
and there haven’t been 
any explanation,” she 
said. “We feel as though 

what happened is being 
covered up by the au-
thorities and we want to 
know what happened, 
what transpired. We 
need answers.”

She said she hoped the 
protest sends a clear 
message to the police. 
“The support is re-
sounding and it sends a 
clear message that peo-
ple believe the young 
guy was treated un-
fairly and we demand 
justice,” she said.

Liburd added they are 
also expected to pro-
test at the JNF Hospital 
because of the manner 
in which Johnson was 
handled. “We chose it 
for the way the EMS 
personnel handled TJ 
after the accident,” she 
said. “We were unsatis-
fied with that we have 
not heard anything from 
that end and we need to 
hear something.”

She also described 
Johnson’s personal-
ity. “TJ is the sweet-
est little boy you can 
know,” she said. “I 
have known him since 
he was a very little 
child and he had grown 
into the most respect-
able young man, the 
model teenager.”

In a statement Tuesday, 
police stated that the 
commissioner and the 
High Command of the 

Royal St. Christopher 
and Nevis Police Force 
expressed the deep-
est condolences and 
sympathy to the family 
and friends of Johnson 
and that the previous 
release was issued 
based on preliminary 

information. “No con-
clusions have been 
made at this time,” 
the release stated. “As 
information is gath-
ered and more is re-
vealed, the police will 
be guided accordingly. 
However, we have 

found the concerns 
raised regarding this 
incident are very trou-
bling. As the institution 
charged with investi-
gating criminal mat-
ters, we have initiated 
a high-level investiga-
tion into the incident, 
given the serious al-
legations regarding the 
police’s involvement.”

The Federal Ministry of 
Health also advised in 
a statement its sincere 
condolences and that 
an investigation was 
launched Saturday re-
garding the response of 
the EMS team. It added 
that the Executive 
M a n a g e m e n t 
Committee of the JNF 
General Hospital has 
scheduled an emergen-
cy meeting of the entire 
EMT staff today to dis-
cuss the matter.
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SKNLP unbothered by potential 
results of passport case

By Loshaun Dixon

The St. Kitts Nevis 
Labour Party (SKNLP) 

has indicated that they 
are unbothered by the 
current diplomatic pass-
port case currently be-
fore the court involving 

their leader, the Right 
Honourable Dr. Denzil 
Douglas.

The case was brought 

by the Attorney General 
the Hon. Vincent Byron 
Jr., who is asking the 
court to determine if 
when Douglas was is-
sued a diplomatic pass-
port of Dominica in July 
2015 - listing him as a 
national of that coun-
try - Douglas swore an 
allegiance to a foreign 
power and became dis-
qualified from being 
elected as a member of 
the National Assembly. 
Accordingly, Byron 
seeks to find if Douglas 
is required to vacate 
his seat in the National 
Assembly because of 
that allegience. The 
move could see Douglas 
disqualified from serv-
ing in the parliament.

However, the party’s 
deputy leader, the Hon. 
Marcella Liburd, said 
that the party is not 
contemplating Douglas 
being barred, as they 
believe the case is with-
out merit. “Frankly, 
we’re not contemplat-
ing that; we’re certainly 
not contemplating that,” 
she said. “We certainly 
believe that we have a 
very strong case before 
the court and we’re 
very happy with the 
judgment of Justice 
Ward this week, which 
puts it one step further 
in the sense of saying 

that we believe that 
once the evidence from 
Dominica is introduced, 
it will be clear that the 
government really has 
no case,” she said.

She added that the 
whole incident was 
nothing more than po-
litical distraction on be-
half of the government. 
“We know that this case 
is really a distraction 
and is an effort to ha-
rass Dr. Douglas,”  she 
said. “We were told all 
throughout the elec-
tions that they had all 
this evidence, that he 
was going to be in jail, 
that the FBI was com-
ing and everybody was 
coming to put him in 
the blue suit. And three 
and a half years later, 
they couldn’t find that 
and so they’ve come 
up with this passport 
case. We know it’s just 
a distraction; we think 
we have a very strong 
case and we’re not even 
contemplating that.”

She added that the gov-
ernment is carrying out 
a “witch hunt” and the 
target is Douglas. “The 
case itself is a witch 
hunt, as there is no 
merit to the case,” she 
said. “And you would 
see that they are trying 
to delay it even further. 

They know it is a witch 
hunt and they are trying 
to see if they can find 
other things to see if 
they can carry out this 
witch hunt.”

Liburd noted that there 
was a positive side to 
the case. “In a way, it 
has its positive side 
because it makes the 
people of the country 
understand that re-
ally, we have nothing 
against Dr. Douglas 
and [his detractors are] 
trying everything they 
can to see what they 
can bring against him.”

Last week, the court 
sided with Douglas’ 
legal team to introduce 
expert evidence on the 
law of Dominica in the 
matter. Douglas is also 
seeking to have a peti-
tion filed by his constit-
uent, Cuthbert Mills, 
thrown out.

Similarly to the attor-
ney general, Mills is 
challenging Douglas’ 
right to remain as the 
elected representative 
for Constituency No. 
6 after he was found 
to be the holder of a 
Dominican Diplomatic 
passport. A judgment 
has been reserved 
for Friday.
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Bahamas Has 
no Intention of 
Joining CSME

Despite being a 
member of the 
Caribbean Community 
(CARICOM), The 
Bahamas will not be part 
of the CARICOM Single 
Market and Economy 
(CSME).

Prime Minister Dr 
Hubert Minnis made his 
country’s position clear 
when he spoke to lo-
cal journalists on return 
from Jamaica where he 
attended the 39th Annual 
CARICOM Heads of 
Government Conference 
last week.

The Bahamas, the 
only full member of 
CARICOM that has not 
joined the CSME, was 
not among six coun-
tries that adopted the 
Protocol on Contingent 
Rights – which provides 
a framework for the free 
movement of skilled 

labourers and their fami-
lies between member 
states – on the last day of 
the CARICOM meeting.

“The Bahamas is not 
and will not be a part of 
CSME. The Bahamas 
will not allow free move-
ment of people within 
our boundaries so we are 
not a part of CSME. That 
must be clear, so you do 
not feel that because of 
what has happened there, 
that Caribbean nationals 
would be able to move 
into the Bahamas quite 
readily,” Minnis told re-
porters in The Bahamas.

“We have our rules, our 
laws and they will con-
tinue to apply so we are 
not and will not be a part 
of CSME.” Barbados, 
Haiti, Jamaica, Suriname, 
St Lucia and Grenada 
signed the Protocol on 
Contingent Rights which 

speaks to spouses and de-
pendents of CARICOM 
nationals who relocate to 
other member states, be-
ing entitled to access ben-
efits such as health and 
education services, which 
were not previously af-
forded to them.

The protocol applies 
to individuals and their 
families, who move 
across the region to work, 
provide services and es-
tablish companies within 
the framework of the free 
movement regime under 
the CSME.

Addressing a press con-
ference after the signing 
of the protocol host Prime 
Minister and CARICOM 
Chairman, Andrew 
Holness, said the move 
was a crucial step in mak-
ing CARICOM more 
functional and relevant to 
the people of the region. 

“This is a matter that has 
been long outstanding 
and is a major step that 
should encourage greater 
use of the free movement 
regime as it ensures a 
greater level of comfort 
and peace of mind for 
families,” he said.

The Prime Minister noted 
that coming out of the 
meeting, CARICOM 
Heads had also recommit-
ted to the free movement 
of skilled persons.

He said it was agreed that 
by December 31, 2018, 

all states will put in place 
the necessary legislative 
framework to facilitate all 
10 approved categories 
of skills under the free 
movement regime.

The categories of per-
sons are: graduates of 
all recognised universi-
ties, artistes, musicians, 
sportspersons, media 
workers, nurses, teachers, 
artisans with Caribbean 
vocational qualifications 
(such as those issued by 
HEART Trust/NTA), 
and holders of associate 
degrees or comparable 

qualifications.

Barbados Prime Minister 
Mia Mottley welcomed 
the initiative, describing 
it as a fundamental devel-
opment since the intro-
duction of the CSME.

“For this protocol to have 
been signed today is the 
most significant event in 
the history of Caribbean 
affairs since the single 
market was signed here 
in Jamaica and came into 
effect here in Jamaica 
2006,” she said.

PRIME MINISTER HUBERT MINNIS AT A PRESS CONFERENCE AFTER 
HIS RETURN HOME FROM THE CARICOM SUMMIT
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From the Supervisor of Elections. 
Issue 62: Fake news

Let me begin with this old saying: 
cattle minder know cattle temper. 
They who designed the system 
know what it is capable of and 
how to manipulate it …if only they 
could continue.

Last week, my office was under 
attack with allegation after allega-
tion.  Collectively, the alleagotions 
credited me with powers I didn’t 
know existed.  If those allegations 
are true and they are NOT, them 

there would be cause for concern.

In 2018, between January and 
June, 660 registrations took place, 
By month (Jan to Jun), we saw 
122, 85, 95, 102, 135 & 121.  By 
Constituency (1 to 11), we saw 
108, 94, 82, 43, 40, 57, 61, 84, 
52, 14 & 20.  These are the facts 
from which you can draw your 
own conclusions.  To suggest that 
these figures are for one side only 
is to become a stranger to the truth.  
What the data makes clear is which 
constituencies are very active.

After the publication of the Annual 
Register in January this year, ob-
jections on the grounds of incorrect 
residence were received by constit-
uency (1 to 11) as follows: 13, 1, 
121, 107, 1, 0, 6, 0, 124, 55, & 0. 
We have not yet finalized the deci-
sions; meanwhile the lone objectee 
in No 5 subsequently applied for a 
transfer. To suggest malfeasance 
or misfeasance here is just plain 
malicious! 

Then there are allegations of 

involuntary transfers.  There were 
143 applications for transfers from 
January to June as follows: 26, 16, 
19, 13, 10, 9, 9, 26, 11, 2 & 9 in 
respective constituencies. Every 
one of the transfers was requested 
by the applicant.  They said where 
they were and want to be moved 
from to where they are and want 
to be transferred to.  We published 
and investigated each one, twice. 

Let’s move to publication. Exactly 
what is required by law to ensure 
‘publication’? Here is what the 
law says: The Registration Officer 
shall, after entering the name of a 
person as a voter in the Register of 
Voters, Monthly List and Revised 
Monthly List, affix on two conspic-
uous buildings in the respective 
polling division, a certified copy of 
the Register of Voters, the Monthly 
List or the Revised Monthly List 
for that polling division. 

The Register of Voters and Monthly 
List is to remain posted for a period 
of ten days including Sundays.  We 
affix them, admittedly sometimes 

on utility poles, but mostly in 
shops and government buildings.  
That they may not remain up for 
the requisite 10 days is a function 
of vandalism and maybe activists.  
Should we really be held respon-
sible for the actions of misguided, 
maybe paid, vandals? 

We’ve  gone further. We give a 
copy of the lists to the political 
parties although I have found no 
legal requirement to do so, and we 
have the signed receipt books to 
prove it.  I admit that the Revised 
Monthly lists have not been made 
available to the political parties in 
St Kitts as a matter of course, but 
that has been corrected.  

This is going beyond the call of the 
law as there is no requirement to do 
so that I know of.  The only other 
people to whom we are obligated 
by law to give copies are  the diplo-
matic and consular offices of Saint 
Christopher. We have bettered a 

CONT’D FROM PAGE 123
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serves as a prison. But things couldn’t be more dif-
ferent. No prisoners of war, no violent criminals, 
and very few repeat offenders. Convicted mur-
derers and other serious criminals were long ago 
transferred to modern, high-tech security prisons 
in other parts of Britain. Generally, no inmates at 
Dartmoor  have  been convicted of serious violent 
crimes, nor, for the most part,  are they considered 
flight risks. Many are participants  in a government-
sponsored rehabilitation program through which 
they learn skills to help improve their chances of 
employment  after their release back into society. 
They also receive expert psychological counsel-
ing when needed. Good hygiene, dedicated medi-
cal services, healthy food, hot showers, a library, 

access to visiting family members-these are now 
the norm for everyone, not just for Napoleon’s elite 
officers.  Unlike their Nineteenth century prede-
cessors, prison staff in today’s Dartmoor are po-
lite, well trained, and professional. Much of their 
relationship with the inmates is based on mutual 
trust, as well as instinct and past experience. Many 
prisoners pass through the gates each morning to 
perform outside tasks, like tending to the prison 
farm and collecting its fruits and vegetables. There 
are also talented artists and craftsmen among them, 
and a gift shop where visitors can purchase their 
hand-made items . There are even bird cages for 
sale.

Wry humor? One can’t help but wonder.

DARTMOOR: DEATH, DESPAIR, 
AND HISTORY ... CONT’D
CONT’D FROM PAGE 10
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position that we inherited.

I will not dwell on the allegations of 
unfair objections except to say that 
objections come from both sides. 
Am I to understand that some are 
dealt with properly and another set 
are dealt with improperly, and that 
all that are dealt with the other way 
are only from one side?  Really?

Saturday 10 February. Office hours 
are Monday to Friday 8 am to 4 
pm, just like most public offices. 
We have not opened to the public 
on a Saturday for years now. To 
bring material to the building on 
a Saturday is to be picking a fight.  
We prefer to facilitate rather than 
fight.  But we will fight when we 
have to. We did so when we had to 
in Nevis.

The SKNALP has advised that a 
former minister is now a scrutineer, 

adding to the existing ones.  They 
requested and obtained access to 
our “backroom”.  They eventually 
condescended to appoint a member 
to the Electoral Commission al-
most a year after being invited to 
do so. I have sought and received 
guidance from the Commission 
and followed it.  What else is re-
quired of me?

Bullishness is acceptable from 
people who believe in a cause and 
want to push it.  Bullying is not ac-
ceptable.   Notwithstanding that, 
I believe that somewhere in these 
fake allegations, there is a confes-
sion being made.  We  just have to 
be patient. 

We still believe and are working 
towards one man, one vote in the 
right place and fairness to all.  Why 
not join us?

From the Supervisor 
of Elections. 

Issue 62 CONT’D
CONT’D FROM PAGE 20
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