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By Loshaun Dixon

Prime Minister of St. 
Kitts and Nevis, Dr. the 
Honourable Timothy 
Harris, says Team Unity’s 
success at the polls last 
Friday was a vindication 
of their performance in 
the first term and a re-
jection of old ways of 
politics.

“Our outstanding success 
at the polls is a vindica-
tion of our excellent work 
on behalf of the people 
and that our performance 
really lived up to, and 
indeed surpassed, the 
promises we had made.”

Dr. Harris-led Team 
Unity won nine of the 11 
seats, with the St. Kitts 
and Nevis Labour Party 

winning two. 

Dr. Harris was sworn 
in for a second term 
as Prime Minister on 
Sunday at Government 
House, where he said the 
coalition made history 

“We made history as the 
first coalition government 
in the Federation to be 
returned after an election 
with an increased major-
ity. The political pundits 

and those who have a 
better knowledge of these 
things, say that it is a 
rare development that a 
second term administra-
tion is returned with an 
increased majority.”

He said the result of the 
general election was a re-
jection of the old ways of 
doing politics. 

“It was a repudiation of 

government by unsus-
tainable debt and gim-
micks and tricks of the 
old order of politics. It 
was a repudiation of bit-
terness and selfish agenda 
of those who sought to 
dictate to the government, 

not recognizing that ulti-
mately it is to the broader 
electorate to which an 
elected government must 
respond.

He said their campaign 
was about the future of 
St. Kitts and Nevis.

“It was about your future 
and the future of our be-
loved Federation. It is 
now about delivering on 
the promise of the stron-
ger, safer future.”

He thanked all who voted 
for the Team Unity

“I say thank you for lend-
ing me and lending all my 
colleagues in Team Unity 
your vote, we are all hon-
oured and humbled by the 
faith and confidence you 
have reposed in us.”

Dr. Harris said he was 
humbled by the support 
by his constituents who 
have seen it fit to return 
him for a seventh straight 
term. 

“I promise that I will not 
let you down. I prom-
ise the administration I 
would lead will not let 
down the people of St. 
Kitts and Nevis.”

He noted that the work of 
the government elected 
begins right away to 
make St. Kitts and Nevis 
a modern state.

“Today the work of build-
ing more homes, creating 
new jobs and new op-
portunities for our young 
people, and continuing 
to keep our people and 
country safe...today that 
work begins in earnest. 
We shall create the mod-
ern history in St. Kitts and 
Nevis by making it the 
example of the best man-
aged small island state.”

“I promise that I will not let you 
down. I promise the administration 

I would lead will not let down the 
people of St. Kitts and Nevis.”

Prime Minister Dr. the Hon. Timothy Harris takes the oath of office from Resident High Court Judge, His Lordship the Hon. Justice Trevor Ward QC, 
at Government House.

PM Harris:  Election a  
vindication of performance
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By Loshaun Dixon

The CARICOM Election 
Observation Mission to 
the 5 June 2020 General 
Elections in St. Kitts and 
Nevis, has reported that 
the results of the elec-
tions reflect the will of 
the people.The Mission 
said its assessment of the 
Election Day activities 
was that the voters were 
able to cast their ballots 
without intimidation or 
fear.

The three-member 
Mission, led by Gasper 
Jean Baptiste of Saint 
Lucia, met with a cross-
section of stakeholders 
prior to the elections, 
and on Election Day vis-
ited 94 polling stations on 
both St. Kitts and Nevis

The mission, in a prelimi-
nary report, said it visited 
polling stations across 
ten of the 11 constituen-
cies: seven in St. Kitts 
and three in Nevis. “The 
Mission monitored the 
day’s activities by observ-
ing the opening of the 
poll, the voting process, 
the closing of the poll, and 
the counting of ballots.”

According to the report, 
while there were alle-
gations of late starts in 
some constituencies, the 
team observed that polls 
opened on time in the 
polling stations in which 
the opening of the polls 
was observed. 

“The polling stations 
visited were fully staffed 
and had agents present, 
representing the politi-
cal parties contesting the 
elections.  The polling 
stations, for the most 
part, were conveniently 
located and easily acces-
sible to the voters.  The 
Mission observed that the 
materials and supplies on 
hand at the polling sta-
tions were available in the 

required quantities.” 

They noted that no major 
concerns were observed 
at the polling stations. 

“Adequate security was 
in place at all locations 
with the officers display-
ing a very professional 
approach which contrib-
uted to the level of calm 
which accompanied the 
day’s activities.

“The turnout was heavy 
in the morning with a lull 
by midday and a steady 
flow of voters later in the 
afternoon. The poll work-
ers remained diligent and 
steadily carried out the re-
quired procedures ensur-
ing that all electors who 
turned out were able to 
register their vote.”

The Mission said it ob-
served that adequate 
health measures to protect 
voters against COVID-19 
were enforced. “All 
polling stations were 
equipped with additional 
face masks.”

The statement said that 
the Mission’s assessment 
of the Election Day ac-
tivities is that “the voters 
were able to cast their 

ballots without intimida-
tion or fear and that the 
results of the 5 June 2020 
General Elections reflect 
the will of the people of 
the Federation of St. Kitts 
and Nevis.”

The Mission congratu-
lated the staff of the 
Electoral Office, the poll 
workers, the political par-
ties and all candidates, the 
security forces and the 
people of St. Kitts and 
Nevis for the mature way 
in which the Elections 
were conducted, and the 
high level of discipline 
displayed throughout the 
process.”

The Mission said it will 
deliver a comprehensive 

report for submission to 
the Secretary-General of 
the Caribbean Community 
( C A R I C O M ) , 
Ambassador Irwin 
LaRocque, with recom-
mendations to improve 
the process.

“Which will include 
among others, a recom-
mendation on the need 
for the Presiding Officers 
to undertake the prelimi-
nary count at the polling 
stations at the close of 
the poll, and to prepare 

a statement of the poll 
thereafter in an effort to 
reduce the length of time 
it takes to declare the re-
sults, so that this can be 
done within a reasonable 
amount of time.”

“The polling stations visited 
were fully staffed and had 

agents present, representing 
the political parties contesting 

the elections.  “

Observers: Will 
of the People 
recognized in 

June 5 poll
The three-member Mission, led by Gasper Jean Baptiste of Saint Lucia,
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 OUR election last week turned out to be a true prize fight. Among the high-
lights were Akilah Byron Nisbett’s historic victory in constituency number 3, the 
nail-biting flipping of both constituencies 1 and 2, and the Concerned Citizen 
Movement’s stunning success in all three Nevis constituencies. But in the end the 
grudge rematch of Prime Minister Timothy Harris versus former Prime Minister 
Denzil Douglas was a clear and undisputed knockout win for Team Unity.

 So why did Harris beat Douglas so convincingly? We believe questions of leader-
ship and character were crucial on the day and that the contrast between them 
could not have been clearer in four distinct ways.

The first is leadership style. Coalitions of different political parties are difficult to 
forge and even harder to hold together; they can be sustained by fear and threats 
or by mutual respect and trust. Despite his party representing just one seat in the 
2015-2020 assembly - his own - the Prime Minister became the glue that bound 
Team Unity together and led it to become the successful election winning move-
ment it is today. It is clear that Harris-led Team Unity is a coalition of equals, 
where Nevis is given its due importance and every member of Parliament really 
matters.

Contrast that with Douglas who treated, and continues to treat, the St Kitts and 
Nevis Labour Party as a family business and perhaps even treated the country as 
one during his twenty year rule. French King Louis XIV, who ruled ruthlessly for 
much of the 1600s, once said he and France were the same, meaning anything that 
was good for him had to be good for the country. No doubt Douglas used to think 
that way as Prime Minister of our Federation and continues to think that today 
as leader of Labour. The party may talk of democracy and the rights of ordinary 
working people but there is certainly no democracy within the Labour Party. If 
there were, Douglas would have been retired a long time ago and his party would 
have contested last week’s election as a genuine “NextGen Labour” party and 
probably have performed better.
 
The second reason is their very different records as leaders since 2015. Prime 
Minister Harris led our country to greater economic success and stability, more 

jobs and homes for citizens, dramatic crime reductions, improved infrastructure, 
and took decisive measures to protect our country from the COVID-19 pandemic 
sweeping the world. It was leadership that delivered tangible outcomes and raised 
the reputation of our country in the region and further afield.

 Meanwhile, it is hard to see what Douglas has done as leader of the opposition 
other than to indulge in slippery behaviour and complain of persecution when 
he is caught out. The Dominican passport saga - which revealed Douglas had 
held Dominican citizenship, broken the St Kitts and Nevis constitution and was 
ineligible to remain a member of parliament - was one dubious achievement. His 
detention at London Gatwick Airport and the British police seizure from him of 
cash worth USD 80,000, after he failed to declare the money to customs officers, 
was another embarrassment to this country and his party. But these incidents are 
never his fault, he cries, they are the concoctions of his opponents. Many of these 
ridiculous excuses rightly fell on deaf ears last week.

 Which brings us, thirdly, to what Harris and Douglas were offering the country 
by way of leadership for the next five years. Harris and Team Unity put together 
a serious 80 page manifesto, seeking to balance immediate relief for workers and 
small businesses with investments in the economic sectors of tomorrow to safe-
guard our Federation’s future prosperity. It was also an election campaign of hope: 
hope for a bright future built on striving and ensuring that the National Assembly 
is more representative of the country. The championing of Akilah Byron Nisbett 
was evidence of true leadership and a determination to inspire young people, 
particularly young women, in the Federation.

 And what was Douglas’s approach? It was a pitch to the people based on false 
promises   and stunts. His announcement that controversial Greek cannabis oil 
businessman Alki David would give away USD 250,000 worth of hemp seeds to 
farmers to grow cannabis plants only if Douglas won was a disgraceful attempt 
at buying votes. Lord knows what the real price of that promise would have been 
to the Federation had Douglas won the election. His party manifesto was another 
attempt at electoral bribery, promising tax cuts for everyone without the means to 
pay for them. 

And then there was the Sam Condor stunt, where the St Kitts and Nevis ambas-
sador to the UN and former Harris ally - who like Harris had previously served 
under Douglas but resigned from the Labour Party to found the People’s Labour 
Party - turned coat again and returned to the Labour Party during the election 
campaign. It was a move designed to cause maximum damage to Harris in the 
middle of the election but it backfired and simply served to bury Condor’s politi-
cal career.
 
The fourth and last distinction is the way both have gone about their business in 
the days since the election. Harris - whose conduct of the election during COV-
ID-19 was praised by international CARICOM electoral observers - was sworn 
in, got back to work and was congratulated by friendly governments all over the 
world, from the UK to Taiwan, and closer to home. Douglas, meanwhile, merely 
issued a statement days after the election refusing to accept the result and refusing 
to accept reality. He had called for international observers and now refuses to ac-
cept their declaration that the elections were conducted freely and fairly. Douglas 
is the sportsman who goes ahead with a fairly refereed bout and then, when he is 
thoroughly beaten, bitterly refuses to shake the hand of his winning opponent.

 Fortunately we have a Prime Minister who has no time for petty politics when 
there is serious work to do. Well done to the citizens of St Kitts and Nevis for 
making the right choice seven days ago. May that decision hold us in good stead 
for another five years.
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By Loshaun Dixon 

Former Minister of 
Public Infrastructure, Ian 
‘Patches’ Liburd, who lost 
his seat in last Friday’s 
election, says he will 
continue to work for the 
people of East Basseterre.

Supervisor of Elections, 
Elvin Bailey, announced 
Saturday that Labour’s 
Dr. Geoffrey Hanley 
defeated the incumbent 
PAM candidate Liburd. 
Hanley received 1,658 
votes while Liburd re-
ceived 1,634. There were 
six spoilt ballots and 98 
rejected ballots.

Liburd, in a statement 
Saturday, said he was 
grateful for the opportu-
nity to run, but was dis-
satisfied with the result.

“The results of the federal 
elections that were held 
on Friday 5 June 2020 
were announced by the 
supervisor of elections, 
and I do hereby state for 
the record that I am to-
tally dissatisfied with the 

results for St. Christopher 
1.”

He noted his intention to 

head to the courts to chal-
lenge the results.

“I intend to chal-
lenge the results for St 
Christopher 1 in a court 
of law. Accordingly, I 
have already instructed 
my solicitors to proceed 
with the necessary High 
Court action to challenge 
the results of this undue 
return.”

On Monday, Liburd said 
that despite the outcome 
in his constituency, he 
was in good spirits. “I’m 

feeling good despite other 
things, because we have 
defied all the odds, all the 
naysayers, and we have 
come home.”

He noted that he will con-
tinue the work he started 
in the last five years when 
he was the representative.

“In 2013 I sought to im-
prove what I saw was 

wrong in politics here in 
St. Kitts and Nevis, just 
like I saw you wanted 
change too. Since that first 

day being elected, I have 
not stopped working for 
you, you know me and I 
know you, and regardless 
of what the outcome of 
these Elections holds for 
me, I will not stop work-
ing and fighting for you. 

“I was born in East 
Basseterre, never gave up 
on East Basseterre, I never 
left you East Basseterre, I 

never turned my back on 
East Basseterre, and I will 
always be a Newtown boy 
through and through.”

He said the constituency 
will remain his priority. 
“They tried to take away 
my seat, but I will stand 
for you. They tried to 
take away my voice, but 
I will shout for you. With 
the opportunity to serve 
the constituents of East 
Basseterre, and by exten-
sion the people of St. Kitts 
and Nevis, I will continue 
to serve and work hard.”

Liburd claimed that sev-
eral irregularities during 
the counting of the bal-
lots have been brought 
to his attention, the main 
rationale behind his court 
challenge. 

“Accordingly, I and my 
solicitors have proceeded 
with the necessary high 
court action to challenge 
the results of this undue 

return.”

Liburd thanked his sup-
porters and urged them to 
remain optimistic. “Time 
will tell. To those of my 
constituents who were 
brought to tears remem-
ber, weeping may endure 
through the night, but joy 
cometh in the morning.”

Pollster Peter Wickham 
in an analysis of the re-
sults of the constituency 
indicated that the number 
of rejected ballots was 
unusually high, and goes 
against the national trend 
of the election.

“Ninety-six spoilt votes 
in any constituency is 
high. It was the highest 
number of spoilt votes 
in any constituency, the 
reality of their situation is 
on average either one or 
less than one percent of 
the vote in every constitu-
ency were spoiled. In this 
case, three percent of the 
votes in that constituency 
were spoiled. It is a 610 
percent increase on the 
last election.”

liburd thanked his supporters and 
urged them to remain optimistic. 

“Time will tell. To those of my con-
stituents who were brought to tears 

remember, weeping may endure 
through the night, but joy cometh in 

the morning.”

liburd to  
continue  
to fight for  
Constituency  
One despite  
loss Former Minister of Public Infrastructure, Ian ‘Patches’ Liburd
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Former  NrP  leader:  lack  of 
money  hurt  Party’s  chances

By Monique Washington

The Former Leader of the 
Nevis Reformation Party 
(NRP) Joseph Parry, is of 
the opinion that a lack of 
money significantly im-
pacted the Party’s chance 
of success in the June 5 
General Elections.

The Concerned Citizens 
Movement (CCM), made 
history during the general 
election by winning - for 
the first time - the Nevis 
11 seat that has been 
held by the NRP since its 
inception. 

CCM’s leader Mark 
Brantley was delight-
ed that his party had 
achieved something 

unprecedented in the his-
tory of Nevis. “We have 

won ALL 3 Federal seats 
in Nevis taking constitu-
ency number 11 after 20 
long years”. 

The Federal seat was held 
by the NRP candidate 

Patrice Nisbett for those 
two decades.

 “The NRP did not have 

much money. That was 
a major factor, among 

others. In any election, 
money is a factor,” Parry 
told The Observer. When 
asked for a detailed 

explanation as to the 
other factors,  the former 

leader said “all I would 
say money was a major 
factor”. 

Parry did reflect briefly on 
modern-day campaigning 
and elections in compari-
son to “the old days”.

“In the old days, when 
I got into politics it was 
straightforward. You 
ran on the issues. And if 
you lost, you went home 
and you could try again. 
Nowadays, the whole 
idea of campaigning 
and elections requires so 
much more,” he said. 

Parry noted that he still 
has hope that the NRP 
will win the next Nevis 
Island Assembly election 
in about two years. “I 
believe the NRP can win 
the local election, with the 
right candidates.” When 
questioned if he would re-
turn to the political arena, 
Parry said “I’m finished 
with politics.”

 “The NrP did not have much money. That was 
a major factor, among others. In any election, 

money is a factor,” Parry told The Observer. 
When asked for a detailed explanation as to the 
other factors,  the former leader said “all I would 

say money was a major factor”. 

The Former Leader of the Nevis Reformation 
Party (NRP) Joseph Parry
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By Petra Mc Sheene

Days after being de-
clared the winner of 
Constituency 2, Jonel 
Powell has expressed 
gratitude to all in his con-
stituency who went out 
and showed support by 
voting for him to be their 
representative in parlia-
ment for the next five 
years. 

He said, “I am happy, ex-
cited and truly grateful to 
you my constituents for 
the honour that you have 
given to me. This will be 
a memory that will last a 
lifetime.” 

Powell took time to ex-
tend best wishes to his op-
ponent, Marcella Liburd, 
who served the constitu-
ency for ten years. He 
stated that although she 
was defeated, they both 
ran a tough campaign to 
win the hearts and sup-
port of the people. He 
further encouraged her 
that now the election is 
over, she should continue 
to hold her head high and 
not allow this chapter to 
terminate her service to 
the country. 

“I also offer congratula-
tions to my winning col-
leagues: Shawn Richards, 
Lindsay Grant, Eugene 
Hamilton, Dr. Timothy 

Harris, Akilah Byron-
Nisbett, Mark Brantley, 
Eric Evelyn and Alexis 
Jeffers. I also pay tribute 
to Ian ‘Patches’ Liburd 
and Kevin ‘Ninky’ 
Williams, who were not 
successful at this time.”

Powell further sent con-
gratulations to Dr. Denzil 
Douglas and Dr. Geoffrey 
Hanley and noted that he 
was looking forward to 
some good parliamentary 
debates. 

“I fought really hard for 
this victory and opportu-
nity to be elected, but I did 
not fight to create more 
division. I endured so that 
we may all be united to-
wards any challenge that 
may threaten the well-
being of Kittitians and 
Nevisians. It is said that 
a true patriot is a person 
who vigorously supports 
their country, and is pre-
pared to defend it against 
enemies and detractors. I, 
therefore, encourage all 
of us to be patriots.”

Powell hailed the coun-
try’s only living National 
Hero and first Prime 
Minister,

Dr. the Right Excellent 
Sir Kennedy Alphonse 
Simmonds.

“Sir Kennedy, 

finally, after 25 years, 
I have brought back 
home the seat of Central 
Basseterre to the People’s 
Action Movement. I hope 
that this brings you some 
joy and I applaud your 
service from 1979-1995.”

Powell informed the na-
tion that while reading 
the book written by Sir 
Kennedy, he was re-
minded that when PAM 
was founded, it adopted 
the motto ‘Putting People 
First’, and noted this 
will be his guide going 
forward, because as he 
visited and spoke with 
so many, there was one 
important lesson that he 
learned during the cam-
paign, “No matter the 
colour and symbol we 
support, everyone has the 
same dream of a stronger 
and safer future”.

“We all have dreams, and 
I know that you dream 
of easing your burden of 
poverty. I know that you 
dream of the day that you 
will stop living from pay-
check to paycheck. There 
is no doubt that you dream 
of ending your jobless-
ness and poor housing. 
I am convinced that you 
dream of good healthcare 
and opportunities for our 
young through education 
and entrepreneurship.”

“I am happy, excited and truly grate-
ful to you my constituents for the 

honour that you have given to me. “

Jonel  
   Powell  
    Thanks 
Constituency  2 Jonel Powell 
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Rumours confirmed; 
Grant and Powell seek to 
make amends 

A groundswell of public 
rebuke against newly 
elected and re-elected 
Lindsay Grant and Jonel 
Powell, has forced the 
two People’s Action 
Movement (PAM) politi-
cians to go public to voice 
support for Team Unity 
leader and recently sworn 
in Prime Minister, Dr. 
Timothy Harris.

As of press time, it has 
been a full week since vot-
ers in St. Kitts and Nevis 
increased the majority of 
Team Unity from 7 to 9 
of the 11-seat parliament, 
but a cabinet of ministers 
is yet to be named and 

sworn in.

With the issuance of a 
press release on Thursday 
morning by Grant and 
Powell, both success-
ful election contenders 
for The People’s Action 
Movement under Team 
Unity, public speculation 
of problems within Team 
Unity were confirmed.

“It has come to our atten-
tion that certain detrac-
tors who are upset about 
the big Team Unity win, 
continue to spread base-
less rumours about our 
loyalty or otherwise to the 
Team. We wish to make 
it perfectly clear that our 
campaign was run as part 
of Team Unity with a 
view to having the Hon. 
Dr. Timothy Harris as 
our Prime Minister and 
our PAM Party Leader 
the Hon. Shawn Richards 
as our Deputy Prime 
Minister,” is stated at 

the opening of the press 
release.

The release ends with a 
call for Dr. Harris and Mr. 
Richards to move ahead.

“Mr. Prime Minister and 
Deputy Prime Minister, 
let us now move forward, 
putting the detractors be-
hind us, and continue to 
deliver the best for our 
country through our vari-
ous portfolios,” Grant and 
Powell said.

No press releases or 
statements were issued 
by Eugene Hamilton 
or Shawn Richards, the 
other two winning can-
didates for the People’s 
Action Movement.

Social media has been 
abuzz since last Saturday, 
a day after the elector-
ate voted and a prime 

minister hadn’t been 
sworn in.

Allegations ranged from 
The Concerned Citizens’ 
Movement in Nevis being 
in active talks with former 
Prime Minister Dr. Denzil 
Douglas to form a gov-
ernment with the Labour 
Party - if Labour’s Dr 
Terrance Drew toppled 
Eugene Hamilton in St. 
Kitts constituency num-
ber 8 - to The Concerned 
Citizens’ Movement, 
which is also a partner 
in Team Unity, instruct-
ing its PAM sympathiz-
ers Grant and Powell to 
demand that Dr. Harris 
meet with them to outline 
an agreement for which 
ministries they would ob-
tain in return for their sup-
port for Harris for Prime 
Minister. 

Labour leader Dr. Denzil 
Douglas has not denied 
talks with CCM, and 

insists that he was in 
agreement with having 
a coalition government 
with Nevis.

A source close to the 
situation confirmed 
to The Observer that 
Harris received a de-
mand from the two PAM 
Parliamentarians for a 
meeting  and commitment 
of portfolios, but Harris 
refused. The source said 
that PAM leader Shawn 
Richards  would have 
none of it.

According to the source, 
Nevis directed the two 
PAM representatives 
to demand that Harris 
give up the Ministry of 
Finance, claiming that 
Harris had too much pow-
er in the last government.

But the source pointed 
out to The Observer that 
Premier Mark Brantley of 
Nevis, is also the Minister 

of finance, statistics, 
economic planning, edu-
cation, library services, 
human resources, indus-
try, trade and consumer 
affairs, health, tourism 
and information tech-
nology, public utilities 
and energy and foreign 
investments in the Nevis 
government.Along with 
all this, Brantley wants to 
maintain a heavy load of 
ministries in the Federal 
Cabinet, all at the same 
time.

As pressure mounts, 
Powell and Grant, hav-
ing lost an appeal in a 
high court case to do with 
misconduct in their law 
firm on Wednesday, and 
a pending risk of being 
disbarred  from practicing 
law, are now asking for 
a quick resolution of the 
impasse, and a smoother 
transition into cabinet.

Jonel Powell Lindsay Grant 

Rumours confirmed; Grant and  
Powell seek to make amends 

LOCAL NEWS
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The Government of St. Kitts and Nevis (GOSKN) has received financing from the 
Caribbean Development Bank (CDB) in an amount equivalent to USD eight mil-
lion (USD 8,000,000.00) towards the cost of the TVET Enhancement Project (the 
Project) and intends to apply a portion of the proceeds of this financing to eligible 
payments under this contract.  Payment by CDB will be made only at the request of 
GOSKN and upon approval by CDB, and will be subject, in all respects, to the terms 
and conditions of the Financing Agreement. The Financing Agreement prohibits 
withdrawal from the financing account for the purpose of any payment to persons or 
entities, or for any import of goods, if such payment or import, to the knowledge of 
CDB, is prohibited by a decision of the United Nations Security Council taken under 
Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations.  No party other than GOSKN shall 
derive any rights from the Financing Agreement or have any claim to the proceeds 
of the Financing. 

The Project is being implemented by the Government of St. Kitts and Nevis through 
its Ministry of Education has contracted Consultants who will assist the TVET 
Project Coordinating Unit with delivering the Project. The Consultants have pre-
pared designs and contract documentation and will assist in tender administration 
and evaluation and supervise Project activities. 

The Ministry of Education now invites sealed bids from eligible bidders for the 
Construction of Advanced Vocational Education Centre. The works include, but are 
not limited to the following:  

SCOPE OF WORKS  

The project comprises mainly building works including the substructure and super-
structure along with their attendant ancillary components for the proposed two-sto-
rey reinforced concrete building. The project scope including complementary civil 
infrastructure, encompasses: 

• earthworks and excavation; 

• substructure (foundation and ground floor slab); 

• superstructure (columns, beams, walls, suspended floor slabs); 

• roof accessories (drainage and sealing); 

• finishes (tiling, doors, windows, ceilings etc.); 

• built-in furniture (worktops, cupboards, shelving); 

• services (electrical, plumbing, fire and air conditioning); 

• external works (staircases, access ramps, walkways, drainage and 
landscaping). 

 Consideration will be limited to firms or joint ventures of firms, which are legally 
incorporated or otherwise organised in, and have their principal place of business in 
an eligible country and are either: 

a. more than 50% beneficially owned by a citizen or citizens and/or a bona fide 
resident or residents of an eligible country, or by a body corporate or bodies corporate 
meeting these requirements; or 

b. owned or controlled by the Government of an eligible country provided 
that it is legally and financially autonomous and operated under the commercial law 
of an eligible country and otherwise meets the eligibility requirements of the CDB 
Guidelines for Procurement (2006). 

Eligible countries are member countries of CDB. 

Eligible bidders will be required to submit full qualification information with their 
bids establishing their eligibility to bid and qualification to perform the contract 
if the bid is accepted.  Tender and qualification information are to be submitted 
in the English Language on the prescribed forms inserted in the Bid Documents.  
Submissions that do not provide the information required, or do not demonstrate the 

prospective contractor’s ability to perform satisfactorily, will not qualify and will not 
be considered for further evaluation. 

Qualification requirements include, inter alia: 

a. an average annual turnover (defined as certified payments received for 
works in progress or completed) within the last three (3) years of at least one million, 
one hundred thousand United States dollars (USD 1.10mn);  

b. a demonstrable cash flow (including access to credit) of one hundred and 
eighty five thousand United States dollars (USD 250, 000.00); and  

c. experience as prime contractor in the construction of at least three (3) years 
assignments of a nature, scope and complexity comparable to the proposed project 
activity within the last three (3) years (to comply with this requirement, works quoted 
should be at least 80 percent complete). 

Bidding Documents may be obtained by eligible bidders from the address below, at 
no charge.  Requests may be made by written application including email.  Written ap-
plications must be clearly marked: “Request for Bidding Documents for Construction 
of Construction of Advanced Vocational Education Centre (AVEC)”, along with the 
name, address and contact information of the bidder for which Bidding Documents 
are being requested. The bidding documents will be distributed via email. 

Submissions in sealed envelopes clearly marked “Bid for the Construction of 
Advanced Vocational Education Centre (AVEC”, must be received at the address 
below not later than 4:00 pm on 14th July 2020.  Bid opening will take place on 15th 
July 2020, at the AVEC in the presence of bidder’s representatives who choose to 
attend at 11:00 am.  Qualification information only must be simultaneously submit-
ted to the address below. The pre-bid meeting will be held on June 15, 2020, at the 
Advanced Vocational Education Centre at 9:30 a.m.

All bids must be accompanied by a Bid Security of 5% of the Construction Cost. 

The Project Coordinator, TVET Enhancement Project, Ministry of Education, re-
serves the right to accept or reject any bid, and to annul the process and reject all 
bids, at any time prior to award of contract, without thereby incurring any liability to 
the affected prospective bidder(s) or any obligation to inform the affected prospec-
tive bidder(s) of the grounds for Project Coordinator’s, TVET Enhancement Project, 
action. The Government of St. Kitts and Nevis will not defray any costs incurred by 
any bidder in the preparation of bids.

  Address for Correspondence, Qualification Information, Bid Submission 
and Opening

  Attention: Kertney L. Thompson, Ph.D.

Chief Executive Officer 

St. Kitts-Nevis TVET Secretariat 

Project Coordinator: TVET Enhancement Project 

Ministry of Education 

Stanford Building, Golden Rock 

Basseterre, St. Kitts, W.I 

KN0 101 

Email: tvetproject.skn@moeskn.org 

Tel: 1-869-467-1878/1106 

GOVERNMENT OF ST. KITTS AND NEVIS    •   MINISTRY OF EDUCATION 
TECHNICAL AND VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING (TVET) ENHANCEMENT PROJECT  

INVITATION FOR BIDS 
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By Monique Washington

Premier of Nevis and the 
re-elected representa-
tive for Nevis 9, Mark 
Brantley, has committed 
to the people of Nevis 
to represent them to the 
best of his party’s ability 
in the Federal Cabinet. 

On June 5, the 
Concerned Citizens 
Movement (CCM) was 
able to win all three seats 
in Nevis and form part 
of the Unity Coalition 
government with the 
People’s Labour Party 
and People’s Action 
Movement.

Speaking at a rally, 
Brantley pledged his 
party’s commitment to 
working hard for the 
people of Nevis.

“You have sent us to 
work, and now we must 
work and deliver for you. 
I make that pledge to-
night that Eric (Evelyn), 

Alexis (Jeffers) and I will 
represent you to the very 
best of our ability. You 
would not have to worry 
about us, because we are 
none of self but all of 
thee,” he said.

Brantley expressed his 
gratitude to all the per-
sons that would have 
supported the party dur-
ing the campaign jour-
ney, and to those that 
would have voted for 
them. 

“It is my job to say thank 
you from the bottom of 
my heart, as the leader 
of this great party. Thank 
you for having the confi-
dence in us. Thank you 
for giving us all three 
seats. We have had a his-
toric victory here on the 
island of Nevis, and the 
Team Unity colleagues 
on St Kitts have also had 
a historic victory.”

“I want to thank each 
and every voter; each 

and every supporter, 
I want to thank those 
who worked, those who 
prayed, those that gave a 
little money to help, those 
who cooked, those who 
walked and knocked on 
doors. Every one of you 
made this possible. We 
are only the leaders, but 
CCM belongs to you,” 
he said.

Brantley said that the 
CCM Party is now big-
ger than any one person 
and dedicated to making 
the party stronger and 
better.

“Vance Amory and his 
team put this party to-
gether. Vance Amory 
handed it over and now 
we have a new team. But 
the new team is building 
on the foundation and 
is taking the Concerned 
Citizens Movement even 
further, taking it higher 
and higher and higher,” 
he said.

Brantley pledges to work hard for Nevisians 
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By Monique Washington

Ten years after Calvin 
Prentice was injured on 
his job, a judge has or-
dered the person who 
injured him, and his em-
ployer, to pay $1.3 mil-
lion in damages. 

On Monday, Senior 
Master of the Court, 
Rickie Burnett handed 
down his judgment in 
the case brought against 
Jamie Wilkinson and 
Deon & Associates Ltd by 
Calvin Prentice. Attorney 
Robelto Hector represent-
ed Wilkinson, Terrence 
Byron represented 
Deon & Associates Ltd, 
and Robin C. Herbert-
Thompson and Cherese 
Persaud represented 
Prentice. 

Prentice case ends a 10-
year saga. In 2010, while 
working as a foreman 
on the Hamilton Beach 
Villas Project at Nelson 
Spring, he was attacked 
by Wilkinson, who had 
hit him on his head with 
a stone. Prentice suffered 
from major head inju-
ries which caused him 
to be flown to Barbados 
for immediate medical 
attention. 

He suffered from loss 
of sensory and motor 
function, parietal lac-
eration, depressed skull 

fragments, blunt head 
trauma, mild spastic pa-
resis, headaches, leaking 
of cerebrospinal fluid 
through his nose, seizures, 
pain in his right hand, 
neck pains, depression, 
memory lapses, dizzy 
spells and joint pains. 

The court ordered that 
Prentice is to be paid 
for “special damages of 
$667,268.83 with inter-
est at the rate of 3% from 
the date of filing of the 
claim and at the rate of 
6% from the date of fil-
ing until payment in full. 
General damages for pain 
and suffering and loss of 
amenities of $140,000.00 
with interest at the rate 
of 6% from the date of 
judgment until payment 
in full. Loss of future 
earnings $556,920.00 and 
the defendants to pay the 
claimant prescribed cost.”

The Observer spoke with 
Prentice on Wednesday, 
and he that noted the in-
cident did not only have 
a physical impact on 
his life, but financially 
and emotionally as well. 
Prentice said all of this 
could have been avoided 
if safety measures had 
been put in place to pro-
tect all workers on the 
site.

“Accidents on construc-
tion sites will happen. 
Who it will happen to? 
I don’t know, but it will 
happen sooner or later. 
But safety measures 

must be in place, and if 
the workers can’t abide 
by the rules, they should 
not be allowed to come 
on the site. They should 
hire persons to make 
sure workers abide by 
the rules. Workers need 
to wear safety boots, hard 
hats, vests, long pants and 
so on.  A construction site 
is not a play zone. You 
come out to work; you 
abide by all the rules. The 
day of the incident I was 
not wearing a hard hat, 
because none was pro-
vided,” he said.

He added that the govern-
ment should implement 
measures to ensure that 
when someone goes to a 
construction site, the req-
uisite security protocols 
are being observed at all 
times.

Prentice expressed his 
disappointment towards 
his former employer 
whom he feels did not 
take his injury seriously. 
One of his main wishes 
is for his experience to be 
used as a learning one for 
employers.

“In regards to the guy 
who hurt me, I believe he 
made a mistake. He lost 
control of himself and he 
attacked me. I strongly 
believe that he regrets 

that he did attack me. In 
regards to my employer, 
I believe he could have 
done a lot better. I got no 
form of assistance from 
him. He did not even call 
to find out how I was feel-
ing. A phone call from 
him to find out how I was 

doing could have gone a 
long way,” he said.

Prentice said that in the 
past ten years he had 
received a lot of sup-
port from his family and 
friends.

“It was not easy at all. 
My kids were in primary 
school when the incident 
happened and sometimes, 
I just didn’t have any 
money because I could 
not work. My family 
came through for me.” 

Former foreman  
awarded $1.3M 

after being  
injured on  

the job
Calvin Prentice
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Unity candidates emphatically  
deny dissention

By Loshaun Dixon

One week after the gen-
eral election won in a 
landslide by the parties 
that make up Team Unity, 
a Cabinet is yet to be 
sworn in, leaving many 
to speculate the reason 
behind the delay. 

Speculation about the de-
lay varies from disagree-
ments on the makeup 
of the Cabinet, to some 
members may be seeking 
opportunities.

The Observer has learned 
through sources that Mark 
Brantley was maneuver-
ing, trying to become 
Prime Minister, and that 

he had met with Lindsay 
Grant and Jonel Powell 
of PAM, and had encour-
aged them to demand 
what they wanted from 
the Prime Minister, and 
try and form the govern-
ment without Dr. Harris.

Leader of the Concerned 
Citizens’ Movement 
(CCM) Brantley, earlier 
this week posted on so-
cial media that all parties 
in the coalition will have 
a voice.

“For all those who are 
trying valiantly to destroy 
the cohesion of Unity, 
please tell them to go sid-
dung. PAM got 4 seats. 
CCM got 3 and PLP got 

2. And every voice must 
and shall be heard.”

The Observer contacted 
Brantley and questioned 
him if he was aiming to 
become Prime Minister. 
He stated emphatically, 
“That is not on the table 
at all. I don’t know why 
there is that chatter, be-
cause that is not even an 
issue. NO!”

Brantley said that the 
CCM will be a part of 
the Team Unity coalition 
government. “CCM will 
still be a part of the Unity 
government. That is the 
intention.”

Powell and Grant in a 

joint statement denied the 
rumours and indicated 
that they were loyal to 
Team Unity, and noted 
they were in support of 
Dr. Timothy Harris as 
Prime Minister.

“It has come to our atten-
tion that certain detrac-
tors who are upset about 
the big Team Unity win 
continue to spread base-
less rumours about our 
loyalty or otherwise to the 
Team. We wish to make 
it perfectly clear that our 
campaign was run as part 
of Team Unity with a 
view to having the Hon. 
Dr.  Timothy Harris as our 
Prime Minister and our 
PAM Party Leader, the 

Hon. Shawn Richards, 
as our Deputy Prime 
Minister.”

They claim that the vic-
tory at the polls - obtain-
ing 9 of the 11 seats in 
Parliament  - is what 
appears to have the 
Opposition wanting to 
destabilize their construct.

“Please do not allow them 
to do this. We wish to as-
sure our supporters, and 
the country as a whole, 
that we fully support 
Team Unity and its lead-
ership, and look forward 
to continued excellent 
relations that will assist 
us in building a stronger, 
safer St. Kitts and Nevis.”

They said they were 
ready to move forward 
and govern under the ban-
ner of Team Unity

“Mr. Prime Minister and 
Deputy Prime Minister, 
let us now move forward, 
putting the detractors be-
hind us, and continue to 
deliver the best for our 
country through our vari-
ous portfolios.

Jonel PowellLindsay Grant 
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CFBC	Team	Engages	in	Novel	Air	Pollution	Research	with	Yale	University	

‘Ambient	air	pollution	per	specific	land	use	types	and	activities	in	an	urbanizing	Eastern	Caribbean	
Country,	St.	Kitts	and	Nevis’-	S.	D.	Whittaker,	N.	C.	Deziel,	Y.	Zhang,	L.	Jin,	Q.	A.	Edwards,	L.	Naraine,	J.	
Scarborough,	D.	Allen	and	M.	L.	Bell	

“There’s	the	assumption	that	the	Caribbean	
doesn’t	have	any	significant	air	pollution	but	
fieldwork	over	the	past	few	years	has	shown	
otherwise.	This	now	means	we	need	to	start	
gathering	baseline	data	and	looking	at	trends”	
stated	Dr.	Leighton	Naraine	as	he	discussed	
the	Clarence	Fitzroy	Bryant	College’s	(CFBC)	
most	recent	peer-reviewed	publication	with	
Yale	University.	

The	newly	minted	Yale	University	-	CFBC	peer-
reviewed	international	publication	on	air	
pollution	in	St.	Kitts	and	Nevis	was	completed	
in	partnership	with	CFBC	alumnus	Dr.	Steve	
Whittaker	and	his	Yale	University	team.	The	
CFBC	research	team	included	Dr.	Quincy	
Edwards,	Dr.	Leighton	Naraine,	Ms.	J’eneille	

Scarborough	(CFBC	Alumna)	and	Mr.	Darnel	Allen	(RxGen	St.	Kitts	and	Nevis	-	CFBC	Alumnus),	with	
contributions	from	CFBC	Chemistry	and	Environmental	Science	students.	

The	opportunity	to	partner	on	this	publication	was	birthed	through	a	collaborative	research	initiative	
between	CFBC	and	Yale	University,	specifically	through	Dr.	Steve	Whittaker	who	is	an	alumnus	of	CFBC.	
He	saw	the	importance	of	giving	back	to	his	alma	mater	in	the	form	of	scientific	research	development.	
Subsequently,	he	contacted	Dr.	Edwards	as	he	was	interested	in	conducting	air	quality	research	in	St.	
Kitts	and	Nevis	as	part	of	his	doctoral	dissertation.	This	allowed	for	CFBC	students	to	be	involved	in	the	
research	process	and	have	access	to	modern	air	quality	equipment	they	generally	would	not	have	had.		

When	asked	to	expound	on	the	innovativeness	of	this	research,	Dr.	Naraine	explained	that	“while	we	
have	spatial	and	temporal	variabilities	of	urban	air	pollutants	in	St.	Kitts	and	Nevis	that	have	been	
investigated	in	this	research	project,	they’re	mainly	done	in	more	developed	and	industrialized	nations	
in	the	world	such	as	the	United	States	of	America,	the	United	Kingdom,	Canada	and	China.	As	far	as	we	
know,	there	is	no	leading	or	significant	study	of	air	pollution	in	the	Caribbean	and	based	on	our	
literature	search	it’s	the	first	of	its	kind	in	St.	Kitts	and	Nevis.	The	information	gathered	from	this	study	
has	provided	new	information	on	a	range	of	air	pollutants	and	their	sources	are	pretty	understudied	in	
the	Eastern	Caribbean,	so	this	study	is	very	significant,	innovative	and	novel.”	
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“We would like to appeal to the 
general public to take preparation, 

in regards to the 2020 hurricane 
season, serious. We are facing a 

drought; we are facing the  
COVID-19 pandemic, and we are off 

to a rapid start for the atlantic  
hurricane season

By Monique Washington

0Director at the Nevis 
Disaster Management 
Department, Brain Dyer, 
has urged residents to 
start preparing for what 
has been predicted as an 
“above average” hurri-
cane season.

 “We would like to ap-
peal to the general public 
to take preparation, in 

regards to the 2020 hurri-
cane season, serious. We 
are facing a drought; we 
are facing the COVID-19 
pandemic, and we are 
off to a rapid start for the 
Atlantic hurricane season, 
so it is important that we 
get our preparatory ac-
tions to make sure we 
have all our measures in 
place to face this hurri-
cane season,” he said.

Speaking with The 
Observer, Dyer said that 
he has gathered informa-
tion from 31 different 
professional institutions, 
that all suggest that this 
hurricane season will 
be an “above average” 
one, with 18–25 tropi-
cal storms and 10 major 
hurricanes.  

He advised that residents 
should have already 

started shopping for their 

non-perishable food 
items, begun cutting 
down trees and branches 
that are hanging over 
electrical and phone 
wires, not dump trash 
into the Ghaut, start 
stocking up on batter-
ies and flashlights, and 
making sure water is 
stored in catchments.

“This drought will last 
until late July to early 
August.  Even though 

we might get some tropi-

cal storms, the impact of 
the African Sahara dust 
is causing dry air. We 
will get some showers, 
so persons should make 
sure their catchments are 
ready,” he advised.

He noted that people who 
are having financial dif-
ficulties purchasing food 
due to COVID-19 could 
contact Social Services 
for food vouchers and 
food hampers. 

Dyer also pointed out the 

importance of preparing 
homes for the season.

“Persons should have 
started doing repairs 
ahead of July and August 
on their homes. You 
should check on the nails 
in your roof to see if they 
need replacing, or you 
can replace them with 
screws. For extra security, 
you can also purchase 
hurricane straps for the 
roof rafters,’ he said. 

Nevisians urged to start  
preparing for above-average 

hurricane season
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CaDrES  
highlights  

exceptional  
Team Unity victory
By Loshaun Dixon

The Caribbean 
Development Research 
Services Inc (CADRES), 
in a post-election analy-
sis, said that the historic 
victory pulled off by the 
Team Unity Coalition 
was a unique scenario in 
Caribbean politics.

Head of CADRES, Peter 
Wickham, broke down 
the June 5 election in 
which the three-party 
coalition of Team Unity 
captured nine of the elev-
en seats. The incumbent 
Team Unity held seven 
seats going into the elec-
tion with the SKNLP/
NRP coalition holding 
four. 

“It should be noted that 
Team Unity did not hold 
a majority of popular sup-
port going into the elec-
tion; however, it has now 
reversed its fortunes mov-
ing from 7 to 9 seats and 
recording a 6% swing. 
This positive swing puts 
Team Unity in a some-
what exclusive club of 
electoral performances, 
where an incumbent in-
creases its majority and 
seats held.”

CADRES said that the 
improvement is a rarity 
in the Caribbean, as it is 
normal that incumbent 
governments would nor-
mally lose support and 
seats after the first term. 

“The most 

notable exception would 
be that of Dominica, 
where Roosevelt Skerrit’s 
DLP recorded this im-
provement in 2000, 2005, 
2009 and 2019, while in 
Barbados in 1999, Owen 
Arthur performed a simi-
lar feat. It has also hap-
pened elsewhere in the 
region; however, in most 
instances, the collapse of 
a third-party is involved, 
and with no such party in 
this instance, the Harris/
Unity achievement is to 
some extent historic.”

CADRES said it was 
more impressive for a 
coalition government to 
have improved on their 
majority after serving a 
term

“Across the region, coali-
tions have been re-elected 
as has been the case in 
Antigua and St Vincent 
and the Grenadines; 
however, these coalitions 
blended into one party as 
time has passed and sel-
dom increased their seat 
or vote count. In the case 
of St Kitts and Nevis, the 
three parties have main-
tained their individual 
characteristics, as was 
the case with the PAM-
NRP which governed as 
a coalition between 1980 
and1995. 

“The Team Unity achieve-
ment is therefore not a 
first in St Kitts; however, 
it is nonetheless a rarity 

across the Caribbean and 
reflects a vote of confi-
dence in a government 
which has served its first 
term.”

CADRES reported that 
the government’s support 
levels might have been 
influenced by “unnatural 
factors” like the availabil-
ity of an overseas voter, 
who selectively targeted 
certain seats.

“As such, the removal of 
a larger overseas vote in 
Number 3 (which saw 
a record increase in reg-
istered voters in 2015) 
would explain why it 
was easier to deliver the 
272-vote margin than to 
defend the 4-vote margin 
in Number 1.

Other factors they said 
that played a prominent 
role in the election was the 
impact of Sam Condor’s 
return to Labour, along 
with concerns about the 
case involving Grant and 
Powell, but noted that it 
did not have an impact on 
the electorate.

“However, the result sug-
gests that people were not 
negatively influenced, 
and suggests that the 
population of St Kitts and 
Nevis is now less inter-
ested in this type of ap-
proach to politics.”

CADRES also broke 
down the performance of 

the party leaders, noting 
that Prime Minister Dr. 
Timothy Harris had the 
strongest showing of the 
five of them.

“The “Captain’s knock” 
is always a key indicator 
of goodwill, and in this 

regard, Dr Harris turned 
in the best performance 
of any leader with 75.5% 
of popular support in his 
constituency and a 10% 
swing over 2015. Dr. 
Douglas was a close sec-
ond with 75%; however, 
he was the only leader 

who did not register an 
improvement as reflected 
in a 16% swing over 2015. 
Both Shawn Richards and 
Mark Brantley registered 
positive swings, with 
Richards being the more 
impressive of the two.”

Peter-Wickham
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Commissioner of Police Hilroy Brandy

By Loshaun Dixon

No major incidents have 
been reported stemming 
from Election Day on 
June 5 or the celebratory 
activities that followed, 
around the Federation, on 
June 6 and 7.

Commissioner of Police 
Hilroy Brandy, during a 
meeting with senior offi-
cers on  Monday, voiced 
his satisfaction with their 
operations. He said the 
Police were able to carry 
out their mandate pro-
fessionally and their te-
nacity to ensure that the 
events were peaceful was 
admirable. 

He also said the public 
played a significant role 
in ensuring the outcome 
was without violence. He 
thanked all ranks for their 
service and commended 
them for a job well done.

In a statement from 
Commissioner Brandy 
before the elections, he 
had assured the public 
that the Police would be 
out in their numbers “to 
ensure the security of the 
people and that orderly 

voting is maintained”. 

He also urged the public 
to “cooperate with the 
police and other members 
of the security forces in 
a determined effort to 
avoid any mishaps and/or 
breaches of the peace”.

Superintendent of Police, 
Cromwell Henry, praised 
the public’s conduct dur-
ing the elections, that 
“was free of violence 
and any incident capable 
of marring the activities. 
The police wish to thank 
residents for your civility 
and your cooperation”.

He reminded that the 
Federation remains under 
COVID-19 regulations 
that will be continued to 
be enforced. 

The CARICOM Election 
Observer Mission com-
mended the work of the 
security forces and how 
they executed their duties 
on Election Day.

 In their statement, the 
members of the Mission 
stated that “adequate 

security was in place at 
all locations, with the 
Officers displaying a very 
professional approach 
which contributed to the 
level of calm which ac-
companied the day’s 
activities”.

 The statement reports 
that the team visited 94 
polling stations across 10 
of the 11 constituencies 
-seven in St. Kitts and 
three in Nevis. 

The report also states that 
the Mission monitored 
the day’s activities by ob-
serving the opening of the 
poll, the voting process, 
the closing of the poll and 
the counting of ballots. 
No major concerns were 
observed by the team. 

On the day before the 
elections, the mission met 
with a cross-section of 
stakeholders including the 
Supervisor of Elections, 
the Commissioner of 
Police, representatives 
of political parties and 
members of civil society 
and non-governmental 
organizations, according 
to the statement.

Police:  Election  without  
 major incident
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Health  
Ministry 
still  wary  
of  COVID-19

By Loshaun Dixon

Although it has been 
more than seven weeks 
since the last case of 
COVID-19 in St. Kitts 
and Nevis, the Ministry 
of Health is not easing 
in its efforts to fight off 
a potential second wave.

Chief Medical Officer 
Dr. Hazel Laws said that 
although the Federation 
would have contained the 
first wave of COVID-19 

cases, the Ministry of 
Health continues active 
surveillance.

“We are focusing on all 
those patients who would 
be accessing care at the 
various health centres in 
St. Kitts and Nevis, and 
the hospitals who will 
be accessing care for 
respiratory symptoms 
and other COVID-like 
symptoms. Over the next 
one to two weeks, we 
will be looking closely at 
those numbers.”

She said that the borders 
remain closed, and based 
on the fact there are zero 

active cases, they will 
continue gradual relax-
ation of restrictions. She 
said the COVID-19 task 
force met with all the res-
taurant and bar operators 
to discuss the reopening.

Dr. Laws said the risk 
of further cases in the 
Caribbean remains very 
high

“Based on the fact that 
we have zero cases, 
the risk of exposure 

to the virus within our 
closed borders is reduc-
ing. However, based on 
the latest situation re-
port coming out of the 
Caribbean Public Health 
Agency (CARPHA), we 
are being told that the 
risk of further cases oc-
curring in the Caribbean 
region remains very 
high.

“We are aware of the 
risks occurring further 
afield; it is also extreme-
ly high. If and when our 
borders reopen, there is a 
high risk of the virus be-
ing reintroduced into the 
Federation.”

She said the Federation’s 
response to COVID-19 
continues to be guided 
by the World Health 
Organization, the Pan 
American Health 
Organization, CARPHA 
and the Ministry of 
Health. 

“We continue to co-
ordinate, plan and 
monitor our COVID-19 
response, our risk com-
munication continues, 
and we continue to en-

gage the public and share 
the latest information on 
COVID-19.”

Laws said they have 
been preparing for the 
potential of having a sec-
ond wave. 

“The Ministry of Health 
continues to prepare 
itself for the same. At 
present we are review-
ing our response so far 
- what we would have 
done from January to 
present - noting our suc-
cesses, noting the gaps 
and plugging the gaps, 

“Based on the fact that we have zero cases, the 
risk of exposure to the virus within our closed 

borders is reducing. 
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Can COVID-19  
reappear after 
last weekend’s 

gatherings?

By Monique Washington

With the political cel-
ebrations and gatherings 
now over, what impact 
will people not wearing 
face masks or practicing 
physical distancing have 
on Nevis? Chair of the 
Nevis COVID-19 Task 
force, Dr. Judy Nisbett, 

says it depends on num-
ber of factors.

A number of jubilant par-
ty supporters participated 
in motorcades and rallies 
post-general elections 
over the weekend, with 
most people not practic-
ing social distancing or 
wearing a face mask.

Dr. Nisbett was ques-
tioned as to how detri-
mental socializing can be 
without a face mask or so-
cial distancing. She noted 
that “it all depends”.

“It all depends on whether 
or not we have asymp-
tomatic persons or people 
in the pre-symptomatic 

phases that have been 
interacting closely with 
people. If it is a case 
where a person had the 
virus, or has the virus, and 
there is interaction, it then 
means that we can have 
cases,” she said.

Dr. Nisbett explained that 
there are three groups of 
persons who can spread 
infectious droplets.

“The first group is per-
sons who have symptoms 
and are coughing and 
sneezing. These persons 
should be at home and 
they should seek medical 
care, and these persons 

should actually be wear-
ing medical masks. 

“The other two groups 
that can spread infectious 
droplets are persons who 
are not yet symptomatic, 
that is termed pre-symp-
tomatic. They are in the 
incubation period and 
will later have symptoms, 
and then there are persons 
who are infected but will 
never get symptoms, and 
that is, they will always be 
asymptomatic,” she said.

She noted that the last 
two groups may “appear 
healthy”. She pointed out 
that this is the reason why 

they continuously ask 
people to wear masks.

“It is because we, any 
of us, can be pre-symp-
tomatic, not yet showing 
symptoms; or asymp-
tomatic, will never show 
symptoms, and unknow-
ingly spread the virus to 
others. In other words, we 
are protecting others from 
ourselves,” she said.

The last reported case of 
COVID-19 was in April. 
Since then, all 15 cases 
in the Federation have 
recovered. 
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Disney Cruise Line is 
the latest cruise com-
pany to announce the 
suspension of sailings, 
though if it continues 
with its current planned 
p o s t - c o r o n a v i r u s 
(COVID-19) sailings, it 
could be the first major 
cruise line to bring pas-
sengers back to Nassau 
next montUL;

Disney announced 
Monday that it would 
extend sailing suspen-
sions with departures 
from Europe through 
October 2, 2020; with 
departures from Canada 
through September 
14, 2020; and suspend 
Disney Dream and 
Disney Fantasy sailings 
through July 27, 2020.

According to Disney’s 
website, a three-night 

cruise is scheduled to 
visit Nassau and the 
cruise line’s private 
island, Castaway Cay, 
departing from Port 
Canaveral, Florida, on 
July 31.

Much of the subsequent 
2020 sailings are sched-
uled for last quarter of 
the year.

Disney, like all cruise 
lines, continues to final-
ize its protocols to pre-
vent any further spread 
of COVID-19 aboard 
ships.

The cruise line stated 
it has developed a 
“comprehensive plan 
that outlines protocols 
for managing illness 
and closely follows 
the guidance of public 
health officials”.

Disney stated it has put 
in place training for all 
of its crew members on 
how best to prevent the 
spread of COVID-19; 
a health screening pro-
tocol for all guests and 
crew members; ex-
tensive cleaning and 
sanitation of high-traffic 
areas; cleaning of all 
staterooms twice a day 
and additional disinfec-
tion when necessary; 
and the discontinuing 
of self-service at buffet 
locations, among other 
things.

Royal Caribbean 
Cruises Limited 
(RCCL) announced 
late last month that it 
extended its sailing 
suspension to August, 
one month ahead of 
Carnival Cruise Line 
(CCL).

In April, RCCL released 
a statement saying it 
would attempt to re-
sume some sailing itin-
eraries on June 11.

“Given ongoing global 
public health cir-
cumstances, Royal 
Caribbean Cruises 
Ltd. has decided to ex-
tend the suspension of 
most sailings through 
July 31, 2020, with the 

exception of sailings 
from China, which will 
be suspended through 
the end of June,” the 
statement pointed out.

“We are working with 
our guests and travel 
partners to address 
this disruption to their 
vacations and we are 
genuinely sorry for any 
inconvenience.”

On May 4, CCL an-
nounced in a statement 
that it would delay most 
of its operations until 
August 31.

Some Disney Caribbean Cruises Could Be Sailing in July
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