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National Disaster Coordinator Mr. Abdias Samuel 

LOCAL NewS

Disaster Coordinator urges  
hurricane season preparedness

By Loshaun Dixon

As the first month for the 
2020 hurricane season 
comes to an end, National 
Disaster Coordinator 
Abdias Samuel is urging 
all in St. Kitts and Nevis 
to be continually prepared 
in the eventuality the 
Federation comes under 
threat. He reminded that 
it takes one tropical storm 
or hurricane to challenge 
the region and St. Kitts 
and Nevis by extension, 
so preparations are key, 
starting with the develop-

ment of a plan.  
“If this impacts us, what 
are we going to do. Know 
where your shelters are, 
know the emergency 
numbers, know exactly 
who are the volunteers for 
the various non-govern-

mental organizations, and 
also the district managers, 
so that they can assist you 
if you need help.” 
He said it was also criti-
cally important to have a 
‘go-bag’ that one can pick 

up and go to the shelter 
with if necessary. 
“These are some of the 
critical things that you 
have to sit down with your 
family and plan. I want to 
encourage and appeal to 
the general public to take 
10 minutes - sit with your 
family and speak with 
them. If we reach a situ-

ation where we are dis-
placed, where do we meet 
where do we go.” 
He also urged home own-

ers to consult a building 
contractor  to find out 
what are the best shutters 
to build on their homes 
among other prepared-

ness steps. 

“It is also good to have 
cash on hand. We saw 
situations whereby bank-

ing institutions and ATM 
machines go faulty dur-
ing these times. It is very 
good to have during the 
hurricane season an extra 
cache of perishable items, 

where you know you can 
get some extra food if you 
have to go to the shelter.”
Samuel also urged that 
individuals with underly-

ing conditions stock up on 
extra medication.
“If you suffer from any 
underlying illnesses such 

as diabetes, hyperten-

sion or a heart condition, 
make sure you have extra 
medication that you can 
walk with, and can go in 
the go-bag in the event 
that we come under the 
threat of a tropical storm 
or hurricane.” 

He cautioned against late 
preparations.

“Let it not be too late, start 
to prepare now, it is very 
important. I also send that 
message to the business 
community, and also our 
social partners such as the 

churches, who have good 
programmes that support 
our efforts.”
Samuel who also heads 
the Taskforce against 
COVID-19, said mea-

sures will be in place at the 
shelters during hurricanes 

“We have to look at the 
hygiene protocols, social 
distancing protocols and 
the wearing of masks. 
If we are from the same 
households, we carry the 
same risks and can gather 
together as a family from 
the same household. If 
you are going to interact 
with other people, we are 
encouraging you to de-

velop a plan sheltering.”
He said in preparing for 
the hurricane season, if 
one has to go into a shel-
ter, they are going to re-

quire masks and exercise 
hygiene protocols.  
“Any individual enter-
ing a shelter will have to 
go through a screening 
process of temperature 
checks, a questionnaire to 
ensure that you have not 
been in contact with any-

one with the virus, and if 
you have been in contact, 
place you in a different lo-

cation than others who are 
not as high risk as you are. 
We must learn to co-exist 
with the virus.”

Samuels said equally as 
important to preparation 
is mitigation, and putting 
the necessary policies 
in place to reduce the 
impact. 

“We know every year 
we are going to face a 
hurricane. Things like 
strengthening our build-

ing codes, enhancing our 
drainage systems - ensur-
ing they are clean, ensur-
ing the people build their 
roofs to standards, having 
proper insurance for our 
properties and also our 
belongings.” 

Experts at the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration are fore-

casting a likely range of 
13 to 19 named storms 
of which 6 to 10 could 
become hurricanes, in-

cluding 3 to 6 major hur-
ricanes (category 3, 4 or 
5; with winds of 111 mph 
or higher).

He said it was also 
critically important 

to have a ‘go-bag’ that 
one can pick up and go 

to the shelter with if  
necessary. 
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Director of Carnival, Ms. Hazel Webster 

Hazel Webster 
appointed  
Director of 

Carnival

LOCAL NewS

By LoShaun Dixon

One week after Minister 
of Culture Jonel Powell 
promised to activate a 
Director of Carnival, Ms. 
Hazel Webster has been 
appointed to the post.
The Ministry said it was 
taking steps to strengthen 
the administrative opera-

tions of the Secretariat of 
the St. Kitts & Nevis 
National Carnival 
Committee. 
This was  a commitment 
given at a recent town hall 
meeting, hosted by the 
new Minister of Culture 
last week, where he re-

vealed that as part of a 
comprehensive enhance-

ment program, the post of 
Carnival Director was be-

ing activated to help boost 
the management capabili-
ties of the Secretariat and 
the functioning of the 
Committee, generally.
“I have a passion to see 
our carnival grow. There 
certainly is a need for 
some restructuring. I am 
not talking about person-

alities and people. I am 
talking about the manner 
in which we deal with the 
carnival,” Powell said
“I wasn’t planning to say 
it now, but I will let one 
cat out of the bag, in re-

spect of carnival. Having 

gone through the National 
Carnival Act, and having 
reviewed the budget that 
has been made available 
for carnival, one of the 
things that I intend to do, 
is to utilize a provision 
in the Act that allows 
for a full-time Director 
or Executive Director of 
Carnival. 

This is somebody who 
will have a full-time posi-
tion within the Ministry 
of Culture year-round - 
who can facilitate, who 
can man a proper carni-
val secretariat…who can 
work along with the com-

mittee and actually be on 
the committee.” 
On Tuesday, the Ministry 
announced that the va-

cant position of Carnival 
Director, will be filled 
from July 2020 by Ms. 
Hazel Webster.
Webster recently served 
as a Senior Destination 
Management Coordinator 
for TDC Flamboyant 
Tours and has some 29 
years in the private sec-

tor, and also served as 
a Director on the Board 
of the St. Kitts Tourism 
Authority.
In addition to the invalu-

able experience gained 
in the corporate sector, 

Webster, between 2018 
and 2019, volunteered 
her expertise as a mem-

ber of the Operations 
Committee that is respon-

sible for the production 
of the major pageants 
and competitions, in-

cluding the Senior and 
Junior Calypso Monarch 
Competitions, Miss 
Swimsuit Pageant, Mr 
GQ Contest, National 
Carnival Queen Pageant, 
Miss Talented Teen 
Pageant and others.
In her new role as Carnival 
Director, Webster will 
report to the National 
Carnival Committee 
and Chairman, but will 
have lead responsibili-
ties to manage the daily 
activities of the National 
Carnival Secretariat 
office.

She will also supervise 
the office staff, assist in 
coordinating activities of 
all sub-committees, and 
will liaise with various 
other internal and exter-
nal stakeholder groups 
including bands, troupes, 
contestants, calypsonians, 
soca artistes and sponsors.
The Director of Carnival 
will be a full-time em-

ployee of the Ministry of 
Culture.
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Those of us old enough remember may recall the days of the brassy penny 
and ha’penny (half penny), and remember when they were replaced by the 
shiny new one and two cent pieces. We never thought they would lose cur-
rency.

But as of July 1st, they have. They are no longer legal tender; meaning 
they have no value.  To be fair, the Eastern Caribbean Monetary Authority 
(ECCA) announced that this would eventually happen as early as 2015, 
and encouraged people to take them to a Bank of your choice.

In preparation for their removal, The ECCA announced a rounding off 
policy whereby items or bills that ended in anything other than multiples of 
5 cents would be rounded off. Therefore, an item that cost 3 or 8 cents or 
more would be rounded upwards to 5 or 10 cents and items costing 2 cents 
or 7 cents  or less would be rounded off to the nearest 10 cents. 

For some, the rounding off exercise seems complicated, but only because 
businesses continue to price items as “normal” instead of adjusting shelf 
prices accordingly.   We will observe whether any such adjustments will be 
made.

Likewise, those of us old enough to remember and who follow politics will 
remember the days of the St Kitts Nevis Labour Party (Labour) that con-

trolled the affairs of the Trinity, then State, now the Federation of St Kitts 
and Nevis.  From 1967 to current time, Labour was in government for all 
but 15 years.  At one time, all eight seats in St Kitts were held by the La-

bour Party; and even in opposition, Labour still enjoyed the popular vote!
Then in 2015, the people served notice that they were turning away from 

Labour as a government.  In the intervening years, poll after poll indicated 
the people’s determination not to return to Labour. The results of the June 
5th election confirmed that indication; the Labour Party won only two of 
the eleven seats and garnished only 37% of the popular vote. 

This is its biggest defeat ever on two fronts; seats and the popular vote.   It 
comes as no surprise, therefore, that the Labour Party is seeking to have a 
do-over election.  The loss and the magnitude of it is confusing to the party.
Like the one cent and two coins, the St Kitts Nevis Labour Party and its 
surrogate the Nevis Reformation Party are out of circulation.  Neither has 
any currency anymore.

The question is, can they re-invent themselves? Unlike coins, politics has a 
cycle, so only time will tell. 
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Powell Hosts First-Ever  
‘Constituency Connect’  

town Hall Meeting

LOCAL NewS

Hon. Minister Jonel Powell

By Petra Mc Sheene 

N e w l y - e l e c t e d 
Representative for 
Constituency 2 and 
Minister of Education, 
Youth, Sports and 
Culture, Jonel Powell, 
and his team of Central 
Basseterre Executive 
Committee, hosted their 
first-ever ‘Constituency 
Connect’ town hall meet-
ing at the Old Girls’ 
School.
The event had a huge 
turnout of supporters 
and well-wishers of 
Constituency 2, who 
came to listen to what 
their new representative 
had to say, as well as to 
give their input on how to 
move Central Basseterre 
forward. 
Deandra Carey, a resident 
of Central Basseterre, 
delivered the opening 
remarks, in which she 
stated that over the years 

Central Basseterre has 
been left out.
Carey further noted that 
while growing up in Mc 
Knight, there was always 
a stigma attached, as 
people living outside of 
Central Basseterre always 
referred to it as ‘the ghet-
to’, and were warned to 
‘tuck in’ or ‘take off’ their 
jewellery and valuables 
when walking through the 
streets of Mc Knight. 
“These are some of 
the stereotypes that 
have plagued Central 
Basseterre since time im-

memorial. Former rep-

resentatives who were 
elected by us, for us, have 
further reinforced these 
stereotypes by labelling 
us too needy, too lazy, 
or too ‘beggy’, for lack 
of a better word. Our 
young men were labelled 
as gangsters, thugs, and 
discarded.” 

Before finishing her re-

marks, Carey asked the 
audience to raise their 
hands with two fingers 
up and make a pledge 
about their importance 
to Central Basseterre, 
creating a safer Central 
Basseterre, committing 
to revitalizing the com-

munity, and making a 
difference in Central 
Basseterre. 

Powell, speaking at the 
event, stated that since 
he has been elected as 
Minister of Education, 
Youth, Sports and Culture, 
he has been visiting vari-
ous institutions within his 
ministerial portfolio. 
He spoke briefly about 
some of the initiatives 
he has planned for his 
term in office, including 
getting a state-of-the-art 
football facility, and con-

struction of the Irishtown 

boardwalk and public 
market, all of which, he 
said, would take proper 
engineering and design, 
which he would like to 
see the youth and locals 
be made a part of. 
Powell announced that 
he has been discussing 
rebuilding the MIS Hall 
on Market Street, which 
is one of the projects that 
he wants to get started 
first. He stated that the 
Department of Youth has 
been pushing for youth 
centres for quite some 
time, and the MIS Hall 
would be an ideal spot for 
such.
Powell told the audience 
that the centre can be 
used as the home of the 
Department of Youth, as 
well as a true youth cen-

tre, where there will be 
activities such as dancing, 
conferences and other 
classes for youth.

“I never hesitated in 
accepting the ministe-

rial portfolio that was as-
signed to me, because you 
are now seeing that some 
of the plans that we have 
for Central Basseterre can 
be implemented directly 
through my portfolio. 
We must have faith in the 
system, and look at the 
long-term plans to utilize 
the system. We are all 
the minister of education, 
youth, sports and culture. 
I can’t do it by myself.” 

He assured his constitu-

ents that although they are 
eager to move forward 
and take advantage of 
the opportunities avail-
able, things such as that 
take time. He further 
mentioned that he has 
been in discussions on the 
reopening of preschools 
and day care centres, as he 
was aware of the fact that 
there were a lot of single 

mothers who couldn’t go 
to work because of the 
lack of babysitters. 
Powell informed the resi-
dents of Constituency 2 
that he will stick by his 
promises of providing 
opportunities as they be-

come available. 
“When I took the oath, it 
was not on behalf of Team 
Unity, it was on behalf 
of the people of Central 
Basseterre, whether you 
voted for me or not. I will 
stick to that oath of look-

ing out for the people of 
Central Basseterre.”
Powell made it clear that 
persons should not come 
to him and lament about 
who voted for him or not, 
for he was not about that. 
He further stated that it 
was time to move for-
ward as one people, one 
constituency, and ensure 
a better community for 
Central Basseterre. 

The Town Hall audience pledging to make a difference in Central Basse-
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By Loshaun Dixon

The manufacturing sec-

tor in St. Kitts and Nevis 
is on the mend, after the 
coronavirus pandemic 
and lockdowns in the 
federation caused a slow-

down in one of the lead-

ing sectors in St. Kitts and 
Nevis.
Prime Minister Dr. 

Timothy Harris said that 
the manufacturing sec-

tor has always been an 
interesting part of the 
socioeconomic activity in 
St. Kitts and Nevis, and 
that the Federation is the 
largest exporter of manu-

facturing products from 
the OECS and Barbados.
“That reality has been 
in existence for a very 
long time. I am pleased 
to report that our manu-

facturing sector, and our 
enclave manufacturing 
sector in particular, is 
making steady progress 
in putting out people back 
to work.”

Dr Harris announced that 
all seven major export 
manufacturers are now 
back in business, with 
720 employees back to 
work, out of a total of 
982. 
“That is 73 percent of 
manufacturing work-

ers are out to work. We 
expect by October more 
workers will be back on 

the job as their employers 
satisfy the protocols es-
tablished by the National 
Emergency Operations 
Centre (NEOC). “ 
The Prime Minister gave 
a breakdown of the com-

panies that have returned 
to operations, and the 
amount of workers who 
are back on the job.
“Jaro Electronics had a 
total staff of 300, of which 
156 are already at work. 
Jaro is currently oper-
ating one shift. Kajola 
Kristada has a total pool 
of 205 employees; the 
number currently work-

ing stands at 158, with 47 

of its employees at home. 
Kajola Kristada is operat-
ing two shifts.”
He continued, “API 
Harowe Server has 225 
employees. Presently 
183 of them are back to 
work. Carib Brewery 
has an employee base of 
140 people. To date, 135 
are now back on the job. 
Electrofab has 69 em-

ployees, 45 of whom are 
back out to work. St. Kitts 
Brush has 35 employees - 
all 35 are back to work”. 
The Prime Minister said 
people returning to work 
would help the economy 
bounce back following 
the disruption that was 
forced upon the system 
by COVID-19.
“We expect that after 
certain repairs and reno-

vation work, Jaro will be 
back to near full capac-

ity. More people at work 
makes it better for our 
economy, better for our 
families, indeed better for 
all of us.”

the Prime Minister said people 
returning to work would help the 

economy bounce back .

LOCAL NewS

Manufacturing  
          sector  

bouncing 
            back!
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By Monique Washington

The Chair of the 
COVID-19 Task Force 
in Nevis, Dr Judy Nisbett  
has revealed that a num-

ber of nationals have ap-

plied to return home. 
On Monday, she outlined 
the procedure that must 
be taken before being 
granted permission to re-
enter the island.
“We are getting more 
and more applications for 
repatriation. Application 
for repatriation should 
be made to the Nevis 
COVID-19 Task Force at 
drjudy.nisbbett@nia.gov. 
The anticipated time for 
processing and applica-

tion is a minimum of five 
working days. The appli-
cation, she said, should 
outline personal informa-

tion, including full name, 
date of birth, gender, per-
sonal email address, mo-

bile number, occupation, 
proof of citizenship or 
residence, home address 
in Nevis  and telephone 
number.
“Any additional family 
members travelling with 
you, the same information 

applies. We would also 
need travel information 
including port of embar-
kation, proposed carrier 
and proposed date of trav-

el,” she informed.
Dr. Nisbett noted that 
once the application is 
approved by the Task 
Force and the Nevis Air 
and Seaport Authority 
(NASPA), an email will 
be sent along with the 
quarantine or isolation 
contracts to be signed 
and returned to the Task 
Force. 
“Quarantine is for 14 
days and is subject to 
conditions outlined in the 
Quarantine Act and the 
Emergency Powers Act 
2020,” she said .
She explained that upon 
arrival, all persons will be 
transported in an assigned 
vehicle to the quarantine 
site.  She added that there 
will be absolutely no 
visitation to this site by 
family members, as only 
authorized persons are 
allowed at the quarantine 
sites. 
“This site is under police 
guard 24 hours per day. 
Each room reserved for 

applicants at the quaran-

tine site is air conditioned, 
it is self-contained and 
has internet access. Items 
that are needed to be pro-

vided are bedding, toi-
letries, cooking utensils,  
groceries and cleaning 
supplies,” she said.
She said that persons in 
quarantine are monitored 
daily for any symptoms 
of COVID-19.  The 
COVID-19 test is done 
on day 14 of quarantine, 
which will determine 
whether or not a person is 
released from quarantine.
She pointed out that un-

like St. Kitts which has a 
charge of US$500 for re-

turning nationals that will 
be quarantined, Nevis 
does not charge.
“There is no charge for 
quarantine, however 
persons will be required 
to pay for the  test at the 
end of the 14 days.  I am 
speaking for Nevis only.
“More and more people 
are showing an interest in 
returning, so it is better to 
have an idea of what the 
process is,” she said.

No charge to be quarantined  
in Nevis 

More  Nationals  requesting  
to  return  home

LOCAL NewS

Manufacturing  

            back!
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By Monique Washington

A new nonprofit orga-

nization (NPO), ‘The 
Touch of Love’, has of-
ficially been launched, 
and is ready to bring 
awareness and help to 
persons not only in the 
Federation, but around 
the world, that are suf-
fering from autoimmune 
diseases.
The organization was 
launched on Wednesday 
evening via a Social 
Media platform. The 
Observer spoke with the 
brainchild of the project, 
Tamicia Lestrade, who 
gave her vision behind 
the organization.
“The vision of the or-
ganization is to bring 
awareness and support 
to persons suffering with 
autoimmune diseases 
and inflammatory bowel 
diseases. Our mission 
as a nonprofit-driven or-
ganization is dedicated 
to spreading awareness 
about inflammatory 
bowel diseases and other 
autoimmune diseases, 
and providing emotional 
physical and financial 
support when possible, to 
persons that are greatly 
affected by these dis-
eases. Our motto is ‘heal-
ing through hands,’” she 
said.
Lestrade, who suffers 
from the autoimmune 
disease Ulcerated Colitis, 
noted how important 

“healing through hands” 
is. She said that people 
affected by these diseas-
es have many physical 
pains that can sometimes 
be eased by touches. She 
also said that sometimes 
surgical procedures may 
be needed, which require 
a doctor’s touch. She said 
the persons suffering can 
become stressed.
“That is what the Touch 
of Love is here for. To 
ease that extra stress and 
burden off of the fami-
lies, and to say, ‘hey, we 
are going to walk you 
through it,’” she said. 
She pointed out that all of 
the Directors of the orga-

nization also suffer from 
autoimmune diseases.
“There are three 
Directors. They are 
Stedvin Clarke, Jayquan 
M Phillip and myself, 
Tamicia Lestrade.”
“We have been through 
it. We would understand 
what people are going 
through, and be able to 
lend the support that 
people really need in this 
time. If you are sick and 
someone can guide you 
through every door that 
you need to walk through, 
then it makes life look a 
little bit brighter for you. 
But when you are sick 
and having to frustrate 
yourself trying to find 
that door in the midst of 
your sickness, it makes it 
a lot more difficult,” she 

said.
She stated that it is their 
hope that in the future, 
they will be able to pro-

vide the financial sup-

port for some of the 
patients. However, their 
first phase, which is 
the launch, is aimed at 
spreading awareness - 
directing persons to the 
door that they can walk 
through for help.
People can send an email 
to touchoflovenevis@
gmail.com for more in-

formation on anything 
related to the NPO.
“In the future we are hop-

ing that we would have a 
counseling part, and also 
set it up to have doctors 
assigned to us. But we 
have to start small, and 
we have to start some-

where, and that place is 
making people aware,” 
she said.
She advised that the 
organization is not just 
looking to be local, but to 
reach persons suffering 
around the world.
“With technology today, 
we can meet with not just 
persons in St. Kitts and 
Nevis, but around the 
world, that are suffering. 
We can lend that support 
to them as well and give 
that encouraging word. 
We are not just looking to 
be a local organization.”
Lestrade said that she was 

excited about what the 
organization will be do-

ing to assist persons with 
autoimmune diseases.
“I am excited to help 
people, because when I 
got help I was excited. 

This is something that is 
timely and that is needed. 
Everyone could benefit 
from a little assistance in 
terms of awareness, as-
sistance in terms of guid-

ance, and then eventually 
when people start giving 

in to the organization, we 
would be able to do any 
financial helping, but for 
now we are trying to get 
people to donate time 
and spread awareness,” 
she ended.

New NPo 
launches  

‘the touch  
of love’ 

Tamicia Lestrade and Jayquan Phillip at launch of Touch of Love

LOCAL NewS
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By Monique Washington

Frontline workers in the 
Federation will be receiv-

ing a generous donation of 
hand sanitizers that have 
been produced by the 
Carib Brewery Company, 
which is to aid in the fight 
against COVID-19, and 
to maintain the “no active 
cases” .
On Wednesday, Brand 
Manager for Carib 

Brewery Micaiah Sukhu, 
Marketing Manager 
Andre Amritt, and 
Managing Director Mark 
Wilkin, presented cases 
of hand sanitizers to the 
Police, Fire Service, 
Defence Force, Hospital, 
Prison Farm and the 
Flamboyant Home in 
Nevis. 
Speaking with The 
Observer, Wilkin said 
that the project is being 
conducted in Trinidad, 

Grenada and St. Kitts and 
Nevis. He added that the 
product is not for resale, 
and in St Kitts and Nevis 
over 8000 bottles were 
produced, which will be 
handed out to frontline 
workers as well as Carib 
Brewery customers. 
When questioned as to 
why the product is just be-

ing launched, Wilkin said 
they wanted a “perfect” 
product.

“We had to perfect it. We 
are the manufacturers for 
beverages, so this is not 
something we are used to, 
and this was a new ven-

ture for us. We did some 
tests and we perfected it,” 
he said.
Wilkin pointed out that 
they (Carib Brewery) are 
the largest  and the oldest 
manufactures in St Kitts 
and Nevis, and wanted 
to give back to the island 
and people. 

“In order to give back 
to the community that 
we serve in St Kitts and 
Nevis, we decided to pro-

duce a hand sanitizer that 
we will distribute to all the 
front line workers in their 
fight against COVID-19. 
After many trials, Carib 
Brewery perfected the 
hand sanitizers. This is a 
part of our task in giving 
back to the communities,” 
he reiterated.

Receiving for the different 
agencies were Inspector 
Reynold Myers - Nevis 
Division Police Force, 
Officer Chiverton - Prison 
Farm Nevis and Garfield 
Hodge - Fire Services.
All recipients thanked 
Carib Brewery for its 
generous donation and 
urged people to continue 
to wear their masks and 
to practice social distanc-

ing .
Carib Brewery was es-
tablished in St. Kitts and 
Nevis in 1960.  Some of 
the products they produce 
are Carib, Stag, Skol beer, 
Giant Malt, Peardrilla and 
Vita Malt.

When questioned as to why 
the product is just being 
launched, Wilkin said they 
wanted a “perfect” product.

Carib gives back to the community 
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$80M spent 
thus far in  
stimulus  

relief –  
PM Harris

By Loshaun Dixon

$80M of the $120M stim-

ulus package announced 
to offset the financial 
impact of COVID-19 
has been spent, accord-

ing to Prime Minister and 
Minister of Finance, Dr. 
Timothy Harris.
Dr. Harris made this state-

ment at the Leadership 
Matters forum on 
Tuesday. He said that 
since the announcement 
of the package in March, 
some 66% of it has been 
expended.
“Since we have unveiled 
our stimulus package, we 
have in fact had the ben-

efit of nigh $80M of that 
amount already expended 
through the government 
and various public sector 
entities that have been 
part and parcel of this 
process.”
He said that excluded 
from the calculation, was 
the significant number 
of people who would 
have benefited from the 
mortgage moratorium 
arrangements.
Dr. Harris said the gov-

ernment will continue to 
bring an institutional and 
people response to the 

crisis.
“To contain the destabiliz-

ing effect of COVID-19, 
we announced the larg-

est, most comprehensive 
response, on a per capita 
basis, to COVID-19. To 
mitigate the impact on our 
people, we announced 
a $1000 grant by Social 
Security, waived water 
charges for three months 
in the first instance, in-

stituted a moratorium on 
electricity bills for three 
months, a moratorium on 
mortgage payments for 
six months, and we put 
the people first.”
The prime minister re-

minded that they an-

nounced that in the 
medium and long term, 
the government will pri-
oritize agriculture in the 
crop, livestock and fisher-
ies sectors.
“Our interest then and 
now is maintaining food 
security and improving on 
it, and enhancing income 
flows to our farmers and 
fishers. Since that time, 
we can say that 135 acres 
of land have been made 
available from the 400 
acres which we redeemed 
from the land-for-debt 
swap arrangement.”

He said farmers have 
benefited from the free 
Bayticol treatment of ani-
mals, fencing wires, seeds 
and seedlings, and free 
harrowing services. 

“We harrowed over 120 
acres of land, fenced 

many farms, provided 
seeds and seedlings free 
of cost to over 90 farm-

ers. Over 900 trays of 
sweet peppers have been 
provided free of cost, 96 
trays of melons and 192 
trays of squash have been 
distributed to farmers.”
In fisheries, he said fish-

ers have and will continue 
to receive fishing wire, 
hooks rope, fish straps, 

fishing line and safety 
equipment.
Dr. Harris also noted that 
the government aimed to 
use construction as a jump 
start to the economy.
“We also announced that 
for the medium term, we 
would want to jump start 

construction, and in this 
regard we pledged $30M 
to support those interested 
in home financing, via the 
aegis of the Development 
Bank.”
He said they pledged in 
March to provide support 
to small businesses via the 
Fresh Start Programme, 
with a tranche of $5M, 
and are looking to provide 
support in many different 

areas.
“The other areas we are 
looking forward to help-

ing in the jump starting 
of our economy will 
include ICTs, our CBI 
programme, the financial 
services sector - all these 
we wish to become more 
effective as growth driv-

ers, and they will be the 
subject of dialogue with 
critical stakeholders, in-

cluding the Chamber of 
Industry and Commerce. 
“Before the start of 
COVID-19 we had start-
ed that dialogue with the 
chamber of industry and 
commerce, the banking 
and financial stakehold-

ers, and we will widen the 
consultations and discus-
sions to involve the work-

ers’ movement in the near 
future.”

He also hailed Social 
Security for the role they 
played in the COVID-19 
response and national 
development.
“We are delighted that 
Social Security has come 
on board. Social security 
has played a critical role 
in housing development 
and education support 

through the development 
bank and other institu-

tions, and indeed it has 
over time supported the 
development of our eco-

nomic infrastructure.
“We now need social 
security to be a part of a 
new sizable resource mo-

bilization programme to 
get our economy back to 
work again.”
Dr Harris was also pleased 
that commercial banks 
took the recommendation 
from the ECCB monetary 
council to grant a six 
months moratorium on all 
mortgages. 
“I am advised there were 
2,531 beneficiaries of the 
deferral relief or morato-

rium programme across 
member institutions. I am 
further advised deferrals 
were provided on over 
$258M in mortgages. 
This has been a signifi-

cant relief.”

Dr. Harris said the 
government will  

continue to bring an 
institutional and  

people response to 
the crisis.
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By Monique Washington

Premier of Nevis Mark 
Brantley is of the opin-

ion that the twin-island 
federation must reopen as 
soon as possible, to allow 
citizens who have been 
impacted by COVID-19 
to get back to work, and 
the economy to restart.
The Federation closed its 
borders in March 2020 
in light of the global 
pandemic. Thousands 
of persons were laid off 
from their jobs, primarily 
in the hotel and tourism 
industry.
Brantley said that the 
island cannot remain 
closed off from the world 
forever. 
“When you start to add up 
the people not only direct-
ly in the hotels, but those 
in the restaurants, the tour 
operators, the restaurant 
workers, the taxi driv-

ers. We are talking about 
thousands of thousands of 
people impacted. 
“While safety and secu-

rity of our people must be 
our number one priority. 
We can’t ignore the fact 
that we have the hotels, 
we have investors, we 
have people, who are 
out of work and we can-

not continue indefinitely 
with thousands of people 
not working. We are not 
just talking about Four 
Seasons. We are talk-

ing about the Marriott, 
we’re talking about the 
Park Hyatt, Montpellier, 

Nisbet,” he said.
Brantley noted that if the 
borders are not reopened 
and the economy is not 
restarted, it may be detri-
mental for citizens.
“How will the taximan 
pay for his bus? How will 
the tour operator pay for 
the scooters that he has 
just invested in? How 
will the restaurant owners 
pay their rent? All these 
people at Port Zante with 
jewelry stores and pay-

ing high rents, how are 
they going to afford it if 
we continue to keep the 
country closed indefinite-

ly?” he questioned.
He noted that the Federal 
government can take 
examples from islands 
around the region who 
have already reopened 
their borders, but ex-

pressed that “though we 
are COVID-free now 
doesn’t mean we will be 
COVID-free forever”.
“Take from them the best 
safeguards that we can. 
But I believe that we must 
also be straight and prac-

tical with our people that 
being COVID-free that 
we are now, a status that 
we would like to main-

tain, it may be impractical 
to think that we will for-
ever be COVID-free. The 
nature of COVID being 
as it is, I think we have to 
prepare ourselves for the 
possibility in the future 
that we may have cases 
again,” he said.

Brantley said that in his 
own view, a balance 
“must be struck” in a 
way that emphasises that 
safety and security.
“Protocol must be devel-
oped; the airports, the ho-

tels, the arrival program 
etc., to ensure our people 
remain safe.” 
Antigua and Barbuda re-

opened its borders June 
4, and within three weeks 
after opening, the island 
recorded its highest num-

ber people testing positive 
in 24 hours.
 Health authorities in 
Antigua had confirmed 
39 individuals who re-

cently arrived in the 
country have since tested 
positive for COVID-19. 
Among the new imported 
cases are returning na-

tionals who were recently 
repatriated from the 
Dominican Republic. 
Antigua had 69 per-
sons tested positive for 
COVID-19 during the 
first wave.
Brantley said that in his 
own view, a balance 
“must be struck” in a 
way that emphasizes that 
safety and security.
“Protocol must be de-

veloped; the airports, the 
hotels, the arrival pro-

gramme etc., to ensure 
our people remain safe.”
But Chief Medical Officer 
Dr. Hazel Laws has con-

tinuously warned that the 

Federation remains at a 
high risk for the virus.
She had cautioned citi-
zens three weeks ago, 
“based on the fact that we 
have zero cases, the risk 
of exposure to the virus 
within our closed borders 
is reducing. However, 

based on the latest situ-

ation report coming out 
of the Caribbean Public 
Health Agency, we are 
being told that the risk of 
further cases occurring in 
the Caribbean region re-

mains very high.
“We are aware of the 

risks occurring further 
afield; it is also extremely 
high. If and when our 
borders reopen, there is a 
high risk of the virus be-

ing reintroduced into the 
Federation.”

Brantley calls  
for reopening, but 

virus risk still  
“extremely high”
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Shannon Hawley

Powell in the statement said that 
outgoing Chairman, Noah Mills,  “de-
livered yeoman service for over five 

years and has agreed to offer his 
expertise in a consultancy role, es-
pecially in the early stages of the 

transition”.

Mills out,  
Hawley in at 
the helm of 

Carnival 
By Loshaun Dixon

Shannon Hawley is the 
new Chairperson for 
National Carnival, ending 
a five-year tenure by out-
going Chair, Noah Mills
The Ministry of Culture 
announced that the 
National Carnival 
Committee of St. Kitts 
and Nevis  from this 
month, will be under the 
management of a new 
Chairman, who will be 
given the task of leading 
an initiative to build on 
the successes of recent 
years.
Minister of Culture and 
Carnival, Jonel Powell, 
revealed that after a series 

of discussions and care-

ful evaluation on the way 
forward, he has appoint-
ed Hawley to serve as 

Carnival Chairman from 
this month - July 2020.

Hawley is an international 
business executive with 
extensive on-island and 
overseas experience in 

business development, 
marketing and sales. She 
is currently the Managing 
Director of her company, 
Rosamond Consulting 
Ltd, which focuses on 
the Citizenship-by-
Investment industry and 
luxury real estate market. 

Powell in the state-

ment said that outgoing 
Chairman, Noah Mills,  
“delivered yeoman ser-
vice for over five years 
and has agreed to offer 
his expertise in a con-

sultancy role, especially 
in the early stages of the 
transition”.
This will be Hawley’s 

second stint as Chairman, 
after presiding over the 
40th Anniversary of car-
nival in 2011. Following 
that staging of Sugar Mas, 
Hawley resigned. At that 
time, she made double 
history, becoming the 
youngest person and the 
first and only female, to 
hold the post of Chairman 
of National Carnival.
She began her tenure as a 
member of the Carnival 
Committee in 2009, and 
by the following year, as-
sumed the role of Deputy 
Chair, before eventually 
advancing to the top spot 
as Chairman, in 2011. 
She is now the first person 
to ever be appointed as 
Chair of Carnival on two 
separate occasions. 
The statement said the 
new Minister believed 
that her appointment 
will bring exactly what 
is needed now “the 
smoothest pathway to 
continuity.”
Hawley is also the owner 
of Refresh Juice Bar, and 
Xpress Events, an event 
management company. 
Over the past 10 years, the 
name Shannon Hawley 
has become synonymous 
with the Xpress Events 
VIP Experience, hosted 
annually for the St Kitts 
Music Festival. 
Hawley started her 

National Carnival revelry 
as a youth playing Mas 
with Stacy Hobson’s 
“Xpress Youself” Mas 
Camp, and continued 
throughout the years as a 
reveler, most recently for 
Carnival 2019/2020. She 
is best known for her out-
of-the box ideas, brand 
development, and her 
attention to detail in the 
execution of her events. 
The statement said 
her role as Chair of 
the National Carnival 
Committee will focus on 
working in collaboration 
with key Carnival stake-

holders and event pro-

moters to further enhance 
the National Carnival’s 
brand, while maintaining 
and preserving its unique 
traditional aspects. 
In addition, Powell also 
confirmed the re-appoint-
ment of Marissa Hobson-
Newman as Deputy 
Chair, which is a role she 
has had for almost five 
years. 
The Minister said that 
more carnival develop-

ments will be shared in 
coming days.
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$3 million investment  
opens in Nevis

By Monique Washington

Nevis on Wednesday 
welcomed a multimillion 
project from an owner 
who is a ‘son of the soil’, 
Dr Duane Jones, and the 
unveiling of the Oualie 
Funeral Home.
The official opening had 
many friends and fam-

ily, leaders and dignitar-
ies attending. The new 
establishment, located in 
St. James, is a $3 million 
investment. 
Speaking briefly with 
the granddaughter of Dr. 
Jones, Jensia Jones, who 
represented him due to 
him being off island, said 
that from the concep-

tion the project took four 
years, with construction 
taking just 17 months.
Oualie Funeral Home 
is the sister entity to 
Liamugua Funeral Home 

and Crematory based in 
St. Kitts, and both are the 
brainchild of Dr. Jones.
Some amenities that the 
new funeral home has 
available are an embalm-

ing facility, a morgue 
which could accommo-

date up to six individu-

als, lounge area, a casket 
display room, chapel and 
a flower room.
During the ceremony, 
Ms. Jones thanked all 
the “unsung heroes” who 
worked on the project. 
She made special men-

tion of Calvin Archibald 
- the general contractor, 
Vernon Evelyn, who pro-

vided guidance and in-

sight throughout project, 
and Ruby Gardener, the 
project manager. 
“The Oualie Funeral 
home is the beginning 
of a four-year jour-
ney and construction 

development, yet it repre-

sents the beginning of our 
commitment to the people 
of Nevis,” she said.
Premier of Nevis Mark 
Brantley, who spoke at 
the opening, said that the 
establishment signals a 
significant investment. 
He pointed out that “lo-

cal investment is the best 
investment”.
“This investment sends 
a clear signal that the in-

vestment climate in Nevis 
is a climate that is encour-
aging; that you have con-

fidence in the government 
in terms of our ability to 
partner with you in terms 
of making this a reality. 
“I want to send a clarion 
call to persons that are 
equally interested in 
investing, that we are 
opened for business, and 
that the island of Nevis is 
encouraging you to come 

over and invest in Nevis. 
Local investment is the 
best invest. The Jones 
family, they invested, 
and they are here to stay. 
Putting down more roots, 
because here is where 
they are rooted,” he said. 
Brantley noted that per-
sons should invest in 
businesses on both St. 
Kitts and  Nevis. 
“The significant of this 
investment is a realization 
of what I thought of for 
a long time. People who 
are of these two islands 
sometimes forget that we 
are of one country. That 
because we are separated, 
at the closest point, by two 
miles of water, that we de-

velop a certain island-ism 
to our thinking, and forget 
that we are a nation.
“Believe me that there 
are business people in 
Nevis who have limited 

themselves to the four 
corners of Nevis, when 
there are opportunities for 
them in St. Kitts. They 
will still be in their own 
country,” he said.
Representative for St. 
James, Alexis Jeffers, 
said that he was excited 
that such an investment 
had come to the St. James 
area.
“When this particular 
project was brought to 
the cabinet of the Nevis 
Island Administration, it 
came twice. First time it 
was deferred, the second 
time we took it seriously. I 
did indicate to the cabinet 
at that point that I (min-

ister in charge of lands) 
have lands in St. James.” 
He outlined some of the 
advantages of the having 
the project in St. James. 
“The advantage of having 

this investment in Nevis 
is that it gives you that 
special touch. With this 
establishment you are 
now able to interact with 
persons right here on the 
spot when it is the most 
difficult period time a 
family can go through. 
“Now that you are in the 
community, you would 
play your part in ensuring 
that, that community spir-
it and that community-
mindedness is translated 
into all sorts of different 
areas in Nevis, in terms of 
sporting areas, communi-
ty groups assistance, etc., 
where it is all needed,” he 
said
Jeffers wished the busi-
ness success, and said 
he wanted to see it grow 
from strength to strength 
and accomplish all the 
objectives the owners set 
out to achieve.
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COUNTRY: Saint Kitts and Nevis

NAME OF PROJECT: “Saint Kitts and Nevis Third National 

Communication (TNC)” to the United Nations Framework 

Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)

ASSIGNMENT TITLE: To Undertake the Vulnerability and 

Adaptation Assessment (V&A) Chapter for St. Kitts and Nevis 

Third National Communication

PERIOD OF ASSIGNMENT/SERVICES: 7-8 MONTHS

1. BACKGROUND

As a Party to the Convention, St. Kitts and Nevis is required to submit 
National Communications (NCs) to the UNFCCC and Conference of 
Parties every four years. One of the component of this report is to high-

light St. Kitts and Nevis’ vulnerabilities and measures to adapt to climate 
change impacts using the most relevant and appropriate methodologies 
and guidelines.  The Ministry of Environment and Cooperatives will be 
the Executing Agency as the Government of St. Kitts and Nevis prepares 
this report.

2. OBJECTIVES OF THE CONSULTANCY  

The objective of V&A consultancy is to support the efforts of St. Kitts 
and Nevis to meet its obligation under the Convention in providing infor-
mation on its vulnerability to adverse effects of climate change and on the 
adaptation measures being pursued to meet specific needs and concerns 
arising from the impacts. Moreover, it intends on generating the infor-
mation necessary for more effective national and or sectoral adaptation 
decision-making and the designing of adaptation projects for submission 
to various adaptation Funds. 

3. SCOPE OF SERVICES  

The International Firm or Group will work under the guidance of the 
Director of Environment, the Project Management Unit (PMU) and the 
Climate Change Committee. 

In light of the current covid-19 pandemic and the various travel restric-

tions imposed across the borders, the consulting group shall engage the 
services of a national expert person or team to ensure that deliverables are 
produced in timely manner according to planned activities. 

The specific tasks of the firm or group will include, inter alia, the follow-

ing activities: 

a. Submit an Inception Report within one week of signing the 
contract describing:

i. The work plan containing a schedule of meetings, training 
workshops, consultations and other deliverables.

ii. The procedure and arrangements to be taken in the collection 
and compilation of data and information.

iii. The approach to be used to conduct the V& A Assessments.

b. Undertake a stocktaking exercise of previous V & A recom-

mendations and their implementation date

c. Build the technical capacity of key stakeholders  identified by 
the Government regarding the use of methodologies and tools for con-

ducting Vulnerability & Adaptation assessments,

d. Facilitate a project mid-term review workshop   to assess 
progress on work done on Vulnerability &Adaptation chapter.

e. Identify appropriate methodology and tools for use in con-

ducting Vulnerability & Adaptation assessment of St. Kitts and Nevis.

f. Review available pertinent data and information covering all 
relevant sectors and/or areas identified by the Government

g. Undertake impact assessment in key vulnerable sectors and/
or areas including water resources, coastal/marine resources, human 
settlement (including vulnerable groups), agriculture, human health and 
tourism. 

h. Collect, analyze and describe data and information from vul-
nerable sectors.

i. Identify and describe links between climate, and socio-eco-

nomic baseline conditions and/or vulnerable sectors

j. Review and analyse the scenarios for climate change emis-
sions and projections applying the most recent models’ outputs/methods/
tools in the context of the climate projections.

k. Review policy processes and development context for all rel-
evant sectors and/or areas

l. Review and evaluate existing or proposed adaptation strate-

gies and measures and revise/update using results obtained in ‘e.’

m. Identify and describe adaptation strategies and measures with 
highest priority in vulnerable sectors and/or areas

n. Train stakeholders to conduct cost – benefit analysis using 
results of assessments

o. Review and describe results of cost-benefit analysis of pro-

posed adaptation strategies and measures

p. Identify potential adaptation projects with costs

q. Synthesize information into report on vulnerability and adap-

tation assessments and potential adaptation projects.

r. Organize workshop to review, comment on and discuss the 
report resulting from V&A assessment and potential adaptation projects

s. Incorporate review comments to the draft V&A assessment 
and on potential adaptation projects; finalize the V&A assessment chap-

ter for inclusion in the TNC

4. VENUE, OFFICE AND OTHER SUPPORT 

The training to be conducted by the International Consultant Firm/Group 
will take place at a venue to be decided after consultation with all con-

cerned stakeholders. The PMU will provide administrative support to the 
firm/group including the organization of training workshop/s, coordinate 
relevant meetings and assist in the production of reports. 

5. REPORTING 

The firm or group shall report to the Director of Department of 
Environment and the Project Management Unit. Note: The data compiled 
by the Consultant shall become the property of the Government of St. 
Kitts and Nevis.

6. DELIVERABLES 

The firm or group will be mainly responsible for the following 
deliverables: 

a. A work plan at the start of the consultancy, which clearly indi-
cates the methodology for achieving the target outputs;

b. At least two training workshops for national stakeholders.

c. Sector based V&A assessment reports.

d. Adaptation options, strategies and measures assessment and 
evaluation report.

e. A summary report on findings at a validation workshop on a 
date to be agreed by both parties. 

f. The final Vulnerability and Adaptation Assessment Chapter 
for approval by the Ministry.

7. QUALIFICATION AND EXPERIENCE 

 The consultant firm/group must:

• Demonstrate exceptional analytical and quantitative skills, 
alongside strong synthesis and strategic thinking skills.  

• Have a Post Graduate degree in Environmental Science/
Management, or any other relevant qualification in related fields, with 
at least eight years’ experience in Environmental Studies, Development 
Economics or related fields. 

• Demonstrate prior experience (at least five (5) years) in con-

ducting V&A assessments. 

• Prior related work experience in the region would be an asset.

• Demonstrate ability to work with a wide variety of people 
from government, agencies, non- governmental organizations, and re-

search institutions;

8. LANGUAGE 

The reports shall be written in English language.  

9. REMUNERATION

The firm/group is required to submit a Technical and Financial Proposal, 
following which negotiations will be held with the successful applicant. 
In the assessment of submissions, consideration will be given to tech-

nical competence, qualifications and experience, regional and interna-

tional experience on similar assignments, proposed cost and existing 
commitments.  

10. SUBMISSION 

Submissions must be made to the following address or by email by 16:00 
local time on Friday 17th July, 2020: 

Ms. June Hughes

Director 

Department of Environment 

Ministry of   Environment and Cooperatives 

3rd Floor Ursula Amory Building 

Corner of Central and New Street

Basseterre

St. Kitts

Tel: 1-869-466-8536

Email: June.hughes@gov.kn

Cc: Cheryl.jeffers@gov.kn.

Any request for clarification must be sent in writing, or by standard elec-

tronic communication to the address or emails indicated above. 
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 Government of St. Kitts and Nevis

Ministry of Environment and Cooperatives

Department of Environment

NATIONAL CONSULTING SERVICES

COUNTRY: Saint Kitts and Nevis

PROJECT NAME: “Saint Kitts and Nevis First Biennial Report 

(BUR1)” to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 

Change (UNFCCC)  

ASSIGNMENT TITLE: Prepare the Chapter on Any Other Information 
Relevant to the First Biennial Update Report BUR1 process including 
climate information on gender, youth, and vulnerable societies including 
the elderly and persons with disability for St. Kitts and Nevis.  

PERIOD OF ASSIGNMENT/SERVICES: 3 MONTHS

1. BACKGROUND 

The Government of St. Kitts and Nevis through its Ministry of 
Environment and Cooperatives is currently preparing its First Biennial 
Update Report to the UNFCCC. Grant funding from the Global 
Environment Facility (GEF) through the United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP) was received to prepare this report. The purpose of 
BUR1 is to update the most recently submitted national communication 
and to provide additional information in relation to mitigation actions 
taken or envisaged to address the effects and provide the support needed.

2. OBJECTIVE OF THE CONSULTANCY  

The main objective of this Consultancy is to collect, analyze and prepare 
a report on any other information relevant to the BUR process includ-

ing climate change information related to gender, youth, and vulnerable 
societies including the elderly and persons with disability for St. Kitts 
and Nevis.

3. SCOPE OF CONSULTANCIES SERVICES  

The National Consultant will work under the guidance of the Director 
of Environment and in close collaboration with the Project Management 
Unit (PMU) and Climate Change Committee to ensure that deliverables 
are produced in a timely manner according to planned activities. The 
Consultant shall be responsible for:

i. Consolidating all other relevant information to the BUR pro-

cess including climate change information on gender et al.

ii. Preparing the detailed report and chapter on “other informa-

tion relevant to the Biennial Update Report (BUR)

The specific tasks of the consultant will include, inter alia, the following 
activities: 

a. Submit an inception report within one week of contract signa-

ture which describes:

i. The procedure and arrangements to be taken in the collection 
and compilation of data and information.

ii. Methodologies to be used for achieving the outputs.

iii. The work plan containing a schedule of meetings/workshops, 
consultations and other deliverables.

b. Identify, collect, analyse and update any other information 
relevant to the BUR process

c. Collect information on gender and climate change

d. Prepare draft report on any other information relevant to the 
BUR process including information on gender and climate change

e. Organize a stakeholder consultation workshop to consider, 
discuss and gather feedback on the draft report

f.  Incorporate feedback into the draft report

g. Finalize the draft report for inclusion in the BUR

4. REPORTING 

The consultant shall report to the Director of Department of Environment 
and the Project Management Unit. Note: The data compiled by the 
Consultant shall become the property of the Government of St. Kitts and 
Nevis.

5. DELIVERABLES 

The consultant will be mainly responsible for the following deliverables: 

a. A work plan at the start of the consultancy, which clearly indi-
cates the methodology for achieving the target outputs;

b. Presentation of draft report on findings any other information 
relevant to the First Biennial Update Report BUR process including cli-
mate information on gender, youth, and vulnerable societies including the 
elderly and persons with disability.  

c. The final report and chapter any other information chapter for 
the BUR1 for approval by the Ministry.

6. QUALIFICATION AND EXPERIENCE 

 The consultant must:

• Exceptional analytical and quantitative skills, alongside 
strong synthesis and strategic thinking skills.  Minimum of a Master’s 
Degree in Environmental Science/Management international develop-

ment, public administration, development economics, gender/women’s 
studies or related field of expertise.

• Demonstrate experience as a gender specialist on develop-

ment and climate change projects implementing social and gender main-

streaming strategies would be an asset. 

• Demonstrate prior experience (at least five (5) years) in con-

ducting Climate Change work.

• Prior related work experience in the field would be an asset.

• Demonstrated ability to work with a wide variety of people 
from government, agencies, non- governmental organizations, and re-

search institutions.

7. LANGUAGE 

The reports shall be written in English language.  

8. REMUNERATION

The consultant is required to submit a Technical and Financial Proposal, 
following which negotiations will be held with the successful applicant. 
In the assessment of submissions, consideration will be given to tech-

nical competence, qualifications and experience, regional and interna-

tional experience on similar assignments, proposed cost and existing 
commitments.     

9. SUBMISSION 

Submissions must be made to the following address or by email by 16:00 
local time on Friday 17th July, 2020: 

Ms. June Hughes

Director 

Department of Environment 

Ministry of   Environment and Cooperatives 

3rd Floor Ursula Amory Building 

Corner of Central and New Street

Basseterre

St. Kitts

Tel: 1-869-466-8536

Email: June.hughes@gov.kn

Cc: Cheryl.jeffers@gov.kn.

Any request for clarification must be sent in writing, or by standard elec-

tronic communication to the address or emails indicated above.

Government of St. Kitts and Nevis
Ministry of Environment and Cooperatives
Department of Environment

NatioNal CoNSUltiNG SErViCES
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By Petra Mc Sheene

In a prestigious event 
at Tabernacle, the new 
Sylvia Garnette Primary 
Health Care Facility, 
named in honour of a 
former nurse in St. Kitts 
and Nevis, was officially 
commissioned. 
The event was attended 
by health officials, gov-

ernment officials, resi-
dents of Tabernacle and 
other surrounding areas.
In a project overview of 
the facility, Director of 
Public Works, Cromwell 
Williams said that no 
other health centre comes 
close to the amenities 
that are provided at the 
Tabernacle Health Centre.
“In terms of the layout of 
the building, it has two 
waiting areas, a special 
play area for children, 
wash rooms and change 
rooms, doctor’s office, 
nurses’ office, treatment 
room, examination room, 
laundry room, steriliza-

tion and auto-clave room, 
storage and files room, 
meeting room, kitch-

enette and staff lounge, 
environmental health of-
ficer’s room and an isola-

tion unit.” 
Williams pointed out in 
his overview that the only 
thing they had forgotten 
was the basketball court.

Williams said that the 
facility was designed 
not only for the pres-
ent but for the future as 
well, and took time out 
to say thanks to persons 
including Prime Minister, 
Dr. Timothy Harris, the 
Embassy of Taiwan and 
the Ministry of Health. 
His Excellency Tom 
Lee of the Republic of 
China, in his brief re-

marks, congratulated the 
Prime Minister as well as 
former Health Minister 
Eugene Hamilton and 
current Health Minister 
Akilah Byron Nisbett. He 
indicated that his govern-

ment was very pleased to 
provide funding for the 
project, and stated that 
he is confident that the 
people of the area will 
benefit from the services 
provided at the facility. 
Immediate past minister 
of state with responsibil-
ity for Health Senator 
Wendy Phipps, stated that 
the facility was the cul-
mination of five years of 
effort by the Team Unity 
Administration. Phipps 
said that when the site 
was visited in 2015, there 
were a number of things 
that were not pleasing to 
the government.
“Apart from the fact that 
the health centre was tem-

porarily relocated in the 
basement of the day care 
centre, which was not the 
most ideal, when it rained, 

the nurses would have to 
be mopping water, and 
that is not pleasant. We 
also noticed that when 
we visited this site next 
door, we saw crumbling 
architecture; a very tiny 
building, a septic system 
that would implode upon 
itself. We also noticed that 
there was a termite infes-
tation, a number of the 
mature trees also had ter-
mite infections as well,” 
Phipps recounted. 
In response to the facility 
being renamed in her hon-

our, Nurse Sylvia Garnette 
said that she is extremely 
grateful and humbled for 
the recognition. 
“This commission is no-

table, because primary 
health care is an individ-

ual’s first point of contact 
with health services, and 
provides points of en-

try for the entire health 
system.” 
Hon. Minister Byron-
Nisbett pointed out to the 
audience that, “There is 
evidence that access to 
primary health services 
is linked to a better health 
outcome, including im-

provements in self-rated 
health and reduction in all 
costs of mortality.”
She said countries with a 
high ratio of primary care 
facilities per population 
correlate with reduced 
disease, mobility and 
mortality. She further 

pointed out that this prin-

ciple is significant, as the 
federation of St. Kitts and 
Nevis is faced with an 
increase of non-commu-

nicable chronic diseases 
(NCDs). 
The federation sta-

tistics places 83% of 
deaths to complications 
from NCDs that can be 
avoided. 
“The Ministry of Health is 
cognisant that the greatest 
burden of diseases is usu-

ally on the disadvantaged 
and socially marginal-
ized. The ministry reaf-
firms its commitment to 
providing healthcare for 
all the people of St. Kitts 
and Nevis. This will be 
done in a holistic manner, 
thereby reducing our per-
ception of inequalities.” 
She further asserted that 
a campaign will be de-

veloped to ensure that 
the general population is 
aware of services offered 
at primary care facili-
ties and how they can be 
accessed. 
“This campaign must 
also reach our vulnerable 
groups among us, so that 
they are able to access 
care that they require 
and which is available to 
them.”
Byron-Nisbett noted that 
the Ministry of Health 
has engaged purposeful, 
renovated upgrades in all 

of its health centres, and 
they are in the tender-
ing stage of a brand new 
health centre in St. Peter’s 
and the design phase of 
the new Basseterre Health 
Centre.
Some of the services that 
will be provided at the 
new primary health facil-
ity include, but are not 
limited to: child health 
and immunization, anti-
natal, post-natal, family 
planning, chronic diseas-
es management, district 
medical officer consulta-

tions, school health, HIV/
AIDS prevention and 
treatment, and home care 
for shut-ins.
“In addition, we plan to 
expand the programs and 
services at this facility 
as well as the others to 
promote new initiatives 
such as multi-disciplinary 
chronic diseases manage-

ment with expanded nu-

tritional counselling and 
physical activities, partic-

ularly among young peo-

ple to prevent overweight, 
improving diabetic foot 
care through the develop-

ment of a foot clinic, sea-

sonal case management, 
occupational therapy, 
and hearing screening 
clinics.”
According to the Health 
Minister, the new primary 
care facility will also have 
a new and modern con-

ference room and teach-

ing facilities, with the 

intention of being able 
to conduct physical and 
virtual continuing medi-
cal education sessions 
for community health 
practitioners.  
In his feature address, 
Prime Minister Dr 
Timothy Harris, who is 
the Parliamentary repre-

sentative for the area, not-
ed that there has been a lot 
of work done in the health 
care industry, and there 
was still a lot more work 
to be done, including the 
construction of a brand 
new health centre at St. 
Peter’s, and the construc-

tion of a new state-of-the-
art general hospital. 
He sang high praises of 
the honouree, as he remi-
nisced about days of be-

ing in the care of Nurse 
Sylvia Garnette.
“I feel especially good to 
know that someone who 
laboured long and hard in 
the health sector is today 
being honoured by hav-

ing this facility bearing 
her name, and that person 
is none other than Nurse 
Sylvia Garnette.” 

Dr. Harris thanked the 
British-trained registered 
nurse and midwife for 
her excellent service in 
Tabernacle, Molineux 
and Cayon, just to name 
a few. 

Sylvia Garnette Primary Health Care 
Facility Officially Opened

Cutting of the ribbon at the ceremony The Sylvia Garnette Primary Health Care Facility

-Honouree Grateful and Humbled
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Nia to put an 
end to stray 

animals

By Monique Washington

By Monique Washington 
The Nevis Island 
Assembly has passed a 
bill which seeks to amend 
the law as it relates to stray 
animals, and seeks to pro-

vide greater protection to 
farmers and homeowners 
from stray animals. 
Animal farmers will now 
have to make the effort to 
control their animals and 
not having them roam-

ing about the streets and 
communities.
The members gath-

ered at the Nevis Island 
Assembly Chambers on 
Thursday to read for a 
second and a third time, 
the Bill entitled the Nevis 
Animals (Trespass and 
Pound) (Amendment) 
Bill, 2020. 
The Bill was tabled by 
Agriculture Minister 
Alexis Jeffers. Jeffers 
said the objective of this 
bill is to represent the 
principal ordinance that is 

being used on the island 
of Nevis.
“I believe that the amend-

ments that we are making 
to this Bill before this 
honourable house are 
important and essential if 
we are to continue on this 
upward trajectory that 
we are experiencing at 
this time, in terms of the 
growth of agriculture here 
on the island of Nevis,” 
he said.
Jeffers noted that farm-

ers on the island have 
complained about stray 
animals for years.
“Farmers contin-

ue to appeal to this 
Administration and the 
previous Administration 
to do something about the 
difficulties we are having 
here on island of Nevis in 
respect to stray animals. 
These stray animals have 
been wreaking havoc on 
Nevis.” 
The Bill introduces the 
right for police and animal 
wardens who are licensed 

by the Firearms Act, to 
shoot stray or diseased 
animals, and for farmers 
with licensed firearms to 
shoot animals that would 
have trespassed on their 
property and caused 
damage to their crops or 
property.
The Bill also gives the 
Director of Agriculture 
the right to determine if 
any offence has been or 
is being committed by an 
owned animal. Anyone 
obstructing the Director 
of Agriculture is liable to 
conviction and be fined 
$5,000 and/or 3 months 
in prison

Jeffers said that “this 
Administration will seek 
today to rectify some of 
these difficulties, and en-

sure that the residents and 
citizens of this beloved 
island can have that com-

fort, comfort of mind, and 
also the incentives needed 
to pursue with farming 
here on the island, with 
some alacrity.”
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tHE CitY oF FoUr tHoUSaND tEMPlES
    traVEl: by EriC MaCKENZiE laMB 

BAGAN, MYANMAR: 
Looking back at the 
many unusual destina-

tions which I’ve had 
the privilege of visit-
ing, some of my most 
fascinating memories 
are of the relatively 
little-known Republic of 
Myanmar, also common-

ly referred to as Burma. 
Bordered by five 
other countries-India, 
Bangladesh, China, 
Laos, and Thailand-
Myanmar’s population 
consists of more than 
one hundred different 
ethnic groups. Yangon 
(formerly Rangoon) is 
the country’s largest and 
most bustling city, while 
its administrative capital 
is Naypyidaw. And its 
history goes back thou-

sands of years.
Burma, as it was known 
in colonial times, was 
ruled by the British from 
1824 to 1948, who disen-

gaged the country from 
India in 1937. During 
World War II, Burma was 
occupied by the Japanese 
Imperial Army, which 
brutally used the forced 
labor of Allied prisoners 
of war and other captives 
to build the notorious 
Burma-Thailand railway, 
resulting in over a hun-

dred thousand deaths due 
to starvation, disease, 
and maltreatment. (This 

later became the subject 
of David Lean’s classic 
1957 film The Bridge 
on the River Kwai, star-
ring Alec Guinness and 
William Holden-which, 
by the way, was actually 
filmed in Sri Lanka).
Like many Asian coun-

tries throughout the cen-

turies, Myanmar itself 
has had a tumultuous 
history which, sadly, 
continues to this day, 
mainly because of the 
ongoing conflict between 
the country’s military 
establishment and its 
forced displacement 
of the Muslim popula-

tion in Rakhine State. 
Realistically, no one can 
predict what the solu-

tion might be, or even if 
it will ever happen. But, 
for now, let’s put all that 
aside. This article isn’t 
meant to be about con-

flict, it’s about the amaz-

ing city of Bagan.
Bagan, whose origins 
date back to the eleventh 
century, and probably 
much earlier, is located 
on the banks of the 
Irrawaddy River, approx-

imately 430 miles north 
of Yangon. It has the 
largest and most dense 
concentration of temples 
and pagodas in the world 
but wasn’t officially  
designated a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site until 

2019.  Out of more than 
four thousand original 
structures dedicated to 
the Theravada sect of 
Buddhism, about 3,800 
remain standing today. 
Once home to almost 
two hundred thousand 
inhabitants, the settle-

ment collapsed in 1287 
due to repeated Mongol 
invasions. During the 
centuries which fol-
lowed, construction of 
religious structures for 
teaching and meditation, 
including accommoda-

tion for monks and their 
pupils, resumed under 
the orders of regional 
kings and spiritual  rulers. 
Then came a devastating 
earthquake in 1975, and 
another in 2016, which 
destroyed more than 
four hundred temples 
and pagodas.  Still, 
most survived, includ-

ing the famous Ananda 
Temple, the Shwezigon 
Pagoda, and, amaz-

ingly, the Thatbyinnyu 
Phaya, which is more 
than 180 feet tall. The 
Bagan Archaeological 
Museum, housed in a 
structure reputed to be 
almost a thousand years 
old, also survived. Since 
then, the government has 
dedicated considerable 
funds and effort towards 
restoration of damaged 
sites in the hope of creat-
ing a sustainable tourism 
industry. Undoubtedly, 

especially for Bagan’s 
street merchants, this 
can’t happen soon 
enough.

For visitors, there’s no 
shortage of accommoda-

tion, ranging from luxury 
five star hotels to simple 
wooden bungalows 

along the Irrawaddy 
River for those on a lim-

ited budget, as well as 
camping sites. And, com-

pared to other countries 

Image by the author.

Grapefruit??  (Image by the author).

TRAVeL
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in Southeast Asia, prices 
are surprisingly afford-

able. Restaurants and 
snack bars are plentiful, 
and their food is gener-
ally excellent. A note of 
caution, however: drink 
only bottled water. The 
Irrawaddy river, just like 
the Ganges, is severely 
polluted. You don’t want 
to take any unnecessary 
risks and tarnish your 
precious vacation time 
with an unpleasant event.

The best time to visit 
Bagan is between the 
months of November 
and early March, when  
temperatures are still 
comfortable. As far as 
getting around, yes, you 
can walk, bike, or rent 
a scooter. Even a horse 
drawn carriage. But if 
you do, you won’t have 
enough time to see even 
a third of the amazing 
sights which this ancient 
city has to offer. My ad-

vice: take a taxi, whose 
driver will almost cer-
tainly be a most friendly 
and knowledgeable 
guide. And, whatever 
your schedule, be sure to 
visit the Archaeological 
museum, as well as 
the roadside stalls 
where Bagan’s unique 

lacquerware is painted 
by hand. For a different 
viewpoint, buy a ticket 
for a cruise along the 
Irrawaddy and watch the 
fishermen pursuing what 
their ancestors have done 
for thousands of years. 

Or, for the ultimate pho-

to op, take a ride over the 
city in a hot air balloon.
You may also be sur-
prised to learn that 
Myanmar produces its 
own whisky (which, by 

the way, is excellent). 
On the other hand, con-

sidering the fact that 
there are a still a num-

ber of descendants of 
Scottish families who 
settled in Burma’s high-

lands during British 

colonial times and chose 
to stay after the country’s 
independence, is it really 
illogical to want to occa-

sionally remind yourself 
of your ancestral home-

land by having a wee 
dram? It certainly makes 
sense to me. Cheers!

For further informa-

tion about Myanmar, 
please go to their official 
website:
Info@tourism.gov.mm
TRAVEL: by ERIC 
MACKENZIE LAMB

The banks of the Irrawaddy river. Image by the author.

Aerial view from a hot air balloon. Image by the author.

Burmese whisky. Image by the author.

Courtesy of bing.com/alamy
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By Loshaun Dixon 

A new Parliament is set 
to convene in St. Kitts 
and Nevis next week fol-
lowing the June 5 general 
election.
This was announced via 
a proclamation by the 
Governor General Sir 
Tapley Seaton Q.C. on 
Thursday. The procla-

mation says the august 
body will open next 
Wednesday, July 8, at 
the St. Kitts Marriott 
Resort, as opposed to the 
chambers at Government 
Headquarters on Church 
Street.
The parliament will look 
different from the last 
term. This time around 
the government’s side 
will feature nine mem-

bers who were elected on 

June 5, plus the two sena-

tors already sworn into 
cabinet, and the possibil-
ity of another who may 
serve as deputy speaker.
The Opposition bench 
will be more scant this 
time around, with only 
two Labour Party can-

didates successful, and 
none from the Nevis 
Reformation Party. 
They will also have the 
luxury of appointing one 
senator.
The Governor General’s 
statement said, “Whereas 
a general election of 
members of the National 
Assembly was held on 
the 5th day of June, 2020 
and writs therefor duly 
returned. 
“And whereas it is pro-

vided by subsection 

(1) of section 46 of the 
Constitution of Saint 
Christopher and Nevis, 
it is provided that each 
session of the National 
Assembly shall be held 
at such place and shall 
commence at such time 
as the Governor-General 
may by Proclamation 
appoint.

“And whereas it is ex-

pedient that the National 
Assembly should be 
summoned and the time 
and place for the first 
sitting therefor duly 
appointed.”
The occasion will see a 
Speaker and a Deputy 
Speaker elected to serve 
the Parliament.

First Parliament convenes next week
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Steps to Christ          Chapter 11—The Privilege of Prayer

Through nature and 
revelation, through His 
providence, and by the 
influence of His Spirit, 
God speaks to us. But 
these are not enough; we 
need also to pour out our 
hearts to Him. In order 
to have spiritual life and 
energy, we must have 
actual relationship with 
our heavenly Father. 
Our minds may be 
drawn out toward Him; 
we may meditate upon 
His works, His mercies, 
His blessings; but this is 
not, in the fullest sense, 
communing with Him. 
In order to commune 
with God, we must have 
something to say to Him 
concerning our actual 
life. 

Prayer is the opening of 
the heart to God as to a 
friend. Not that it is nec-

essary in order to make 
known to God what we 
are, but in order to enable 
us to receive Him. Prayer 
does not bring God down 
to us, but brings us up to 
Him. 

When Jesus was upon 
the earth, He taught His 
disciples how to pray. He 
directed them to present 
their daily needs before 
God, and to cast all their 
care upon Him. And the 
assurance He gave them 
that their petitions should 
be heard, is assurance 
also to us. 

Jesus Himself, while 
He dwelt among men, 
was often in prayer. 
Our Saviour identified 
Himself with our needs 
and weakness, in that 
He became a suppliant, a 
petitioner, seeking from 
His Father fresh sup-

plies of strength, that He 
might come forth braced 
for duty and trial. He is 
our example in all things. 
He is a brother in our 
infirmities, “in all points 
tempted like as we are;” 

but as the sinless one His 
nature recoiled from evil; 
He endured struggles and 
torture of soul in a world 
of sin. His humanity 
made prayer a necessity 
and a privilege. He found 
comfort and joy in com-

munion with His Father. 
And if the Saviour of 
men, the Son of God, 
felt the need of prayer, 
how much more should 
feeble, sinful mortals feel 
the necessity of fervent, 
constant prayer. 

Our heavenly Father 
waits to bestow upon us 
the fullness of His bless-
ing. It is our privilege to 
drink largely at the foun-

tain of boundless love. 
What a wonder it is that 
we pray so little! God is 
ready and willing to hear 
the sincere prayer of the 
humblest of His children, 
and yet there is much 
manifest reluctance on 
our part to make known 
our wants to God. What 
can the angels of heaven 
think of poor helpless 
human beings, who are 
subject to temptation, 
when God’s heart of in-

finite love yearns toward 
them, ready to give them 
more than they can ask 
or think, and yet they 
pray so little and have so 
little faith? The angels 
love to bow before God; 
they love to be near Him. 
They regard communion 
with God as their highest 
joy; and yet the children 
of earth, who need so 
much the help that God 
only can give, seem sat-
isfied to walk without 
the light of His Spirit, the 
companionship of His 
presence. 

The darkness of the evil 
one encloses those who 
neglect to pray. The 
whispered temptations of 
the enemy entice them to 
sin; and it is all because 
they do not make use of 
the privileges that God 
has given them in the 
divine appointment of 

prayer. Why should the 
sons and daughters of 
God be reluctant to pray, 
when prayer is the key in 
the hand of faith to un-

lock heaven’s storehouse, 
where are treasured the 
boundless resources of 
Omnipotence? Without 
unceasing prayer and 
diligent watching we 
are in danger of growing 
careless and of deviating 
from the right path. The 
adversary seeks continu-

ally to obstruct the way 
to the mercy seat, that we 
may not by earnest sup-

plication and faith obtain 
grace and power to resist 
temptation. 

There are certain condi-
tions upon which we 
may expect that God 
will hear and answer our 
prayers. One of the first 
of these is that we feel 
our need of help from 
Him. He has promised, “I 
will pour water upon him 
that is thirsty, and floods 
upon the dry ground.” 
Isaiah 44:3. Those who 
hunger and thirst after 
righteousness, who long 
after God, may be sure 
that they will be filled. 
The heart must be open 
to the Spirit’s influence, 
or God’s blessing cannot 
be received. 

Our great need is itself 
an argument and pleads 
most eloquently in our 
behalf. But the Lord is 
to be sought unto to do 
these things for us. He 
says, “Ask, and it shall be 
given you.” And “He that 
spared not His own Son, 
but delivered Him up for 
us all, how shall He not 
with Him also freely give 
us all things?” Matthew 
7:7; Romans 8:32. 

If we regard iniquity in 
our hearts, if we cling 
to any known sin, the 
Lord will not hear us; 
but the prayer of the 
penitent, contrite soul is 

always accepted. When 
all known wrongs are 
righted, we may believe 
that God will answer our 
petitions. Our own merit 
will never commend us 
to the favor of God; it is 
the worthiness of Jesus 
that will save us, His 
blood that will cleanse 
us; yet we have a work to 
do in complying with the 
conditions of acceptance. 

Another element of pre-

vailing prayer is faith. 
“He that cometh to God 
must believe that He is, 
and that He is a rewarder 
of them that diligently 
seek Him.” Hebrews 
11:6. Jesus said to His 
disciples, “What things 
soever ye desire, when 
ye pray, believe that ye 
receive them, and ye 
shall have them.” Mark 
11:24. Do we take Him 
at His word? 

The assurance is broad 
and unlimited, and He is 
faithful who has prom-

ised. When we do not 
receive the very things 
we asked for, at the time 
we ask, we are still to be-

lieve that the Lord hears 
and that He will answer 
our prayers. We are so 
erring and short-sighted 
that we sometimes ask 
for things that would not 
be a blessing to us, and 
our heavenly Father in 
love answers our prayers 
by giving us that which 
will be for our highest 
good—that which we 
ourselves would desire 
if with vision divinely 
enlightened we could see 
all things as they really 
are. When our prayers 
seem not to be answered, 
we are to cling to the 
promise; for the time of 
answering will surely 
come, and we shall re-

ceive the blessing we 
need most. But to claim 
that prayer will always 
be answered in the very 
way and for the particu-

lar thing that we desire, 
is presumption. God is 

too wise to err, and too 
good to withhold any 
good thing from them 
that walk uprightly. Then 
do not fear to trust Him, 
even though you do not 
see the immediate an-

swer to your prayers. 
Rely upon His sure 
promise, “Ask, and it 
shall be given you.” 

If we take counsel with 
our doubts and fears, or 
try to solve everything 
that we cannot see clear-
ly, before we have faith, 
perplexities will only in-

crease and deepen. But if 
we come to God, feeling 
helpless and dependent, 
as we really are, and in 
humble, trusting faith 
make known our wants 
to Him whose knowl-
edge is infinite, who sees 
everything in creation, 
and who governs every-

thing by His will and 
word, He can and will at-
tend to our cry, and will 
let light shine into our 
hearts. Through sincere 
prayer we are brought 
into connection with the 
mind of the Infinite. We 
may have no remarkable 
evidence at the time that 
the face of our Redeemer 
is bending over us in 
compassion and love, 
but this is even so. We 
may not feel His visible 
touch, but His hand is 
upon us in love and pity-

ing tenderness. 

When we come to ask 
mercy and blessing 
from God we should 
have a spirit of love and 
forgiveness in our own 
hearts. How can we pray, 
“Forgive us our debts, as 
we forgive our debtors,” 
and yet indulge an unfor-
giving spirit? Matthew 
6:12. If we expect our 
own prayers to be heard 
we must forgive others 
in the same manner and 
to the same extent as we 
hope to be forgiven. 
Perseverance in prayer 
has been made a 

condition of receiving. 
We must pray always if 
we would grow in faith 
and experience. We are to 
be “instant in prayer,” to 
“continue in prayer, and 
watch in the same with 
thanksgiving.” Romans 
12:12; Colossians 4:2. 
Peter exhorts believers to 
be “sober, and watch unto 
prayer.” 1 Peter 4:7. Paul 
directs, “In everything 
by prayer and suppli-
cation with thanksgiv-

ing let your requests be 
made known unto God.” 
Philippians 4:6. “But 
ye, beloved,” says Jude, 
“praying in the Holy 
Ghost, keep yourselves 
in the love of God.” Jude 
20, 21. Unceasing prayer 
is the unbroken union of 
the soul with God, so that 
life from God flows into 
our life; and from our 
life, purity and holiness 
flow back to God. 

There is necessity for 
diligence in prayer; let 
nothing hinder you. 
Make every effort to 
keep open the commu-

nion between Jesus and 
your own soul. Seek 
every opportunity to go 
where prayer is wont to 
be made. Those who are 
really seeking for com-

munion with God will be 
seen in the prayer meet-
ing, faithful to do their 
duty and earnest and 
anxious to reap all the 
benefits they can gain. 
They will improve every 
opportunity of placing 
themselves where they 
can receive the rays of 
light from heaven. 

We should pray in the 
family circle, and above 
all we must not neglect 
secret prayer, for this is 
the life of the soul. It is 
impossible for the soul to 
flourish while prayer is 
neglected. 

Copyright © 2019 by Ellen G. 
White. All Rights Reserved.
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By Petra Mc Sheene 

In an address to the nation 
Thursday, newly elected 
Minister of Education, 
Jonel Powell announced 
that provisions of in-

structions will end July 
10, as was scheduled on 
the academic calendar. 
He said that there would 
be no extensions on the 
academic school year 
and public schools stu-

dents will commence 
their summer break af-
ter the date of schools’ 
closure. 
“As we look towards 
the next academic year, 
the ministry is staunchly 
committed to a course 
of action which will in-

crease teacher-student 
contact time and mini-
mize loss of learning. 
Therefore, the proposed 
2020-2021 school year 
will commence on Sept. 
7 and the first term will 
end Dec. 11.”
Minister Powell said 
that students who are 
scheduled to write over 
CSEC examinations are 
expected at the schools’ 
examination rooms 
an hour early for each 
examination. 

He further stated that it 
is the intention of the 
Ministry of Education 
for student-teacher en-

gagement to be maxi-
mized during the period 
of the new school term, 
thus the processes of 
teaching, learning and 
assessment are expected 
to be accentuated until 
Dec. 4. 
The days of Dec. 7-11 
are designated for grad-

ing and record keeping, 
which allows teachers a 
period for uninterrupted 
marking and updating of 
records.
Parents and guardians 
can begin collecting re-

ports for term one from 
Dec. 14.
The annual summer 
training for teachers 
takes place in August 
and the Ministry of 
Education is planning on 
a series of online training 
sessions for teachers dur-
ing the last two weeks of 
August. All teachers in 
the system are required 
to participate. 
“The Ministry of 
Education continues to 
work closely with the 
National COVID-19 
task force where they 

currently working to-

gether, to address the 
needs of early childhood 
sector and to explore the 
phase of reopening of 
this very critical sector,” 
Powell noted. 
The reopening will be 
done on a case by case 
basis. 
“Proprietors and super-
visors of nurseries and 
preschools are asked to 
contact the early child-

hood development unit 
at 466-2810 for guid-

ance on the application 
process to commence the 
review of your facilities 
in light of the COVID-19 
safety requirements. 
Once an early child-

hood facility has been 
determined to compliant 
with the new safety and 
requirements of the early 
childhood sector, then 
that nursery or centre 
will be able to secure ap-

proval for reopening.”
Powell encouraged all 
education personnel to 
make the most of the up-

coming summer break, 
and expressed hope that 
the period will be a time 
of rest and rejuvenation 
for teachers and school 
administrators. 

online teaching Ends 
July 10; Schools r 

eopen Sept. 7

Minister of Education, Jonel Powell
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