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By Loshaun Dixon

For their contributions to 
National Development, 
10 Nevisians from dif-
ferent walks of life 
were the recipients of 
Independence Awards 
from the Nevis Island 
Administration.

The awardees were rec-
ognized at a ceremony 

on September 19, on the 
grounds of Government 
House at Belle Vue, on 
the 37th Anniversary of 
the Independence of St. 
Christopher and Nevis.

Mr. Vaughn Anslyn 
received the award 
for his contribution in 
the area of Art; Ms. 
Thelma E. Hunkins for 
her contribution in the 
areas of Community 
Service and Business; 
Mr. Oscar “Astro” 
Browne and Mr. Calver 
Lee “Gharlic” Swanston 

for their contributions 
in the areas of Culture 
and Music; Mrs. Althea 
E. Jones for her con-
tribution in the area of 
Education; Ms. Laurel 
Smithen for her contribu-
tion in the area of Health; 
Captain James Greene 
for his contribution in the 
area of Maritime Service; 
Mr. Austin Lescott for 
his contribution in the 

area of Security; Mr. 
Winston Crooke for his 
contribution in the area of 
Sport; and Dr. Whitman 
T. Browne for his con-
tribution in the area of 
Literature. However, 
Dr. Browne, who lives 
overseas, was unable to 
attend the ceremony due 
to the federation’s closed 
borders as a result of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

 Mr. Wakely Daniel, 
Permanent Secretary in 
the Premier’s Ministry on 
Nevis, said the ceremony 

was designed to acknowl-
edge the achievements 
of those who contributed 
to the development of 
Nevis.

 “As part of our indepen-
dence celebrations we are 
gathered to give recogni-
tion to, applaud and salute 
10 outstanding Nevisians 
who have given sterling 
contributions in the area 

of health, education, 
culture, sports, entertain-
ment, art and security.

 “These men and women 
exemplify ‘Country 
above Self’ and have 
meaningfully contributed 
to nation building.”

The awardees had their 
profiles read at the cer-
emony and received 
plaques from Her Honour 
Mrs. Hyleeta Liburd, 
Deputy Governor-
General of Nevis.

“These men and women exemplify  

‘Country above Self’ and have meaning-

fully contributed to nation building.”

LOCAL NEWS

Nine of the 10 Independence awardees. Not in photo is Dr. Whitman T. Browne.  

10 Nevisians receive  
Independence Awards 
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The premier said the NIA was  

committed to maintaining their 

workforce and ensuring that people 

who work for government are paid, 

and paid in time. 

LOCAL NEWS

Brantley  

announces 

necessary 

expenditure 

cuts

By Loshaun Dixon

The financial toll on 
Nevis caused by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
has created a serious bur-
den on the Nevis Island 
Administration (NIA), 
with Premier Mark 
Brantley announcing 
cost-cutting measures that 
are necessary to keep the 
local government afloat.
At his most recent press 
conference on Tuesday, 
Brantley noted that the 
island’s dependence on 
tourism was one of the 
major factors that led to 
the economic downturn.

“I have not sought to hide 
the fact from the public, 
and from the press, that 
we are going through a 
very difficult period on 
the island, financially. 
I think that all of you 
could understand, be-
cause Nevis more so than 
other destinations is heav-
ily dependent on tourism, 
and our tourism plant 
has effectively been shut 
down.”

He said prior to 
COVID-19, Nevis was 
on track to break records 

via the tourism industry, 
but the pandemic foiled 
their plans and resulted in 
seven months of inactiv-
ity in that sector.

“That has resulted in 
layoffs; it has resulted in 
tremendous trauma to our 
people, it has resulted in 
government revenue be-
ing demonstrably down. 
Our revenue has contin-
ued to plummet, and these 
months have not been 
easy. I can assure you we 
are doing our very best to 
see where we can control 
expenditure.”

The premier said the NIA 
was committed to main-
taining their workforce 
and ensuring that people 
who work for govern-
ment are paid, and paid in 
time. 

“We continue to look to 
see what we can do to 
curb expenditure, since 
revenues are not what we 
are accustomed to. This 
has forced us to look at 
expenditure to determine 
where savings can be 
achieved. We have al-
ready revised some con-
tractual arrangements to 
streamline the scope of 

regular payments from 
the treasury.”

He said the NIA has with 
immediate effect, directed 
all overtime to cease, 
amongst other cost-cut-
ting measures.

“People may well look 

at me and say that they 
didn’t know the govern-
ment had overtime, but 
yes, there are occasions 
where people, particular-
ly in public works, water 
department or the main-
tenance teams at schools, 
would be required to 
work overtime, and over-
time pay is something that 
we feel can be looked at 
in terms of cutbacks. We 
have directed that all over-
time must cease, until we 
have an improvement in 
our financial condition.”

He said third-party ar-
rangements with trucks, 
heavy equipment and 
rentals will be looked at, 
and subject to review.

“We encourage our truck 
and heavy equipment 
operators and owners to 
try and be competitive in 

this environment in terms 
of their pricing. I believe 
some of our business-
men and women have 
the attitude that...whether 
we work for one hour or 
we work for 100 hours, 
it is the same price per 
hour, and whether it is 
COVID-19 or not it is the 
same price. “

He continued, “The 
government continues 
to see where we can cut 
expenditure without com-
promising the service. 

Government renders, and 
certainly without com-
promising our workers, 
who are our first com-
mitment. The people of 
the Ministry of Finance 
will say the first question 
is always, ‘are we able to 
satisfy the workers’ and 
once that is done, we then 

look at other things.”

Brantley implored all 
Nevisians to recognize 
the reality that they are 
dealing with on the island, 
and with the main indus-
try tourism still closed, 
there will be more dif-
ficult days before things 
improve.

“Some difficulties lie 
ahead; we continue to 
do all that we can to 
stimulate activity in the 
economy, whether it is to 

incentivize construction, 
incentivize the real estate 
sector, asking individu-
als to avail themselves 
of low-interest loans that 
are available, to try and 
stimulate small business 
development.

“We have continued to do 
what we can do to try and 
stimulate activity, but we 
have the reality that our 
main engine - The Four 
Seasons - is still offline, 
and that has an impact on 
people’s jobs and liveli-
hoods and impacts on 
the government revenue. 
We will continue to make 
those efforts, but we have 
these exigencies that we 
are dealing with.”

He said it was critical for 
the borders to reopen to 
jump start the economy.

“That is why the border 
reopening is so critical. 
We have to weigh the 
risk of reopening against 
the risk of not reopening, 
and continuing to see the 
rapid deterioration of our 
financial situation and the 
local economy.”

Premier Mark Brantley
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Women in Politics

EDITORIAL

EDITORIAL

In article written by the Supervisor of Elections in 2019, entitled 
“Numbers”, he wrote about women in politics.  The recent election of the 
executive of the Nevis Reformation Party brings to mind the contents of 
that article, excerpts f which we present in this editorial.

There are more women voters than men voters, 53% to 47%.  January 
and February 2019 registrations bear out this gender difference. In 
January, 196 persons registered and 53% of them were women, and in 
February, of the 153 who registered, 55% were women.  Incidentally, 
twice as many people registered in those 2 months of 2019 compared to 
the same period in 2018.

Against this background, organisations such as the Commonwealth, in 
its Assessment Mission of 2005, noted the high involvement of women 
in elections, but lamented their representation in elective politics.  They 
were and are right; of the 21 persons who sit in our legislative bodies 
today, only 3 are female, representing 14.3%.  In this regard, we are 
below the UN target of 30% women involvement.  

State/Federal elections from 1961 to 2015 shows that of a total of 309 
candidates, 12 (3.9%) tries have been made by females and six (6) times 
they were successful. 

The first female candidate recorded in our political history was Mary 
Charles in 1971. She lost.  Cynthia Dore contested in Anguilla in 1975.  
She lost.  In 1980, Ermine Queeley contested in Nevis for a general 
election, and lost. It wasn’t until Constance Mitcham contested in 1984 
that we witnessed the first elected female candidate.  Mitcham won again 
in 1989 and 1983.  She was eventually joined in the win column by 
Jacinth Henry Martin (one win in 2000, one loss in 2004) and Marcella 
Liburd (wins in 2010 & 2015).  Jean Harris contested and lost three 
times, 1995, 2000 & 2004; Thelma Phillip Browne contested and lost in 

2004 and Patricia Hanley contested and lost in 2010.

In Nevis’ last Village Council elections held in 1979, there were 18 
candidates for the 9 wards. Of these, a third (6) were female candidates, 
namely Georgette Seabrookes, Janet Robinson, Maria Claxton, Albertha 
Marshall Dore, Paulette Walters and Ermine Queeley.   Mrs. Seabrookes 
was the only winner.  

From 1983 onwards, there were nine 5-seat NIA elections held, with 
81 candidates, total. Here, the first female candidates appeared in 1997; 
Christine Springette, who lost her bid and Jean Harris of CCM who won 
hers.   

In the next five NIA elections, (2001, 2006, 2011, 2013 & 2017), eight 
times females contested amongst a candidate field of 50.  Jean Harris 
won three times, but Olvis Dyer lost (once) and Patricia Hanley lost three 
times.   There were no females in the 2017 election.  

There is nothing in our laws that prohibits women candidates.  The 
system offers equal opportunity. However, only 30 times women 
contested in all elections, and won 10 times, a 33.3% success rate.

Women occupy 8 of the 11 spots on the new NRP executive.  That’s 73%.
The Observer congratulates the executive and wishes them well.
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 Brantley noted the systems that are in place were able to 

diagnose and isolate the individuals, who are nationals.

LOCAL NEWSNEWS

Calls for vigilance after two new 

COVID-19 cases 

By Loshaun Dixon

Premier of Nevis Mark 
Brantley has warned that 
all Nevis ought to remain 
vigilant of COVID-19 af-
ter two cases on the island 
were announced this past 
weekend.

The Federation had 
not had a new case of 
COVID-19 since July - 
with Nevis not recording 
a case since April. 

Brantley noted that 
more cases were always 

anticipated.

“Up until we had this 
news, the island was 
performing very well. 
I have always said that 
we have to prepare our 
people for the inevitable, 
that COVID cases will 
come and will continue to 
come.” 

 Brantley noted the sys-
tems that are in place 
were able to diagnose and 
isolate the individuals, 

who are nationals.

“I am pleased that our 
systems worked and that 
these cases were detected 
immediately, and that 
these individuals were 
quarantined and isolated. 
At this point our health of-
ficials are doing well, and 
there does not seem to be 
any community spread. 
The cases were imported; 
these are individuals who 
came into the island.”

He expressed best wishes 
to those who have been 
diagnosed and hoped 
for a speedy recovery. He 
further urged Nevisians to 
continue to be vigilant. 

“What these two new cas-
es reminds us, however, is 
our need to continue to be 
sensible, and to continue 
to be vigilant. We have 
heard there are no cases 
and we have seen the 
clamour, and I get inor-
dinate pressure from the 

public, who say we want 
to get back to normal and 
do everything as usual. 

“People are being reluc-
tant to wear their mask 
and think that these things 
are unnecessary, but these 
remind us that COVID is 
still with us and will con-
tinue to be with us, and as 
a consequence we have to 
continue to be careful.”

 He said although it does 
not appear to be any par-
ticular danger with these 
two new cases, it should 

serve as a reminder to 
continue to be “sensible” 
and adhere to the various 
protocols as set by the 
health authorities.

“Fortunately, the six cases 
we’ve had on Nevis to 
date, none of them re-
quired hospitalization for 
COVID; none have re-
quired any treatment for 
COVID. We are hopeful 
that the two we have now 
can recover fully and re-
cover speedily.”
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Byron-Nisbett lauds innovative  

independence celebrations

By Loshaun Dixon

With some events scaled 
back, others hosted 
virtually and some 
canceled, Chair of the 
37th Independence 
Anniversary Committee, 
Akilah Byron-Nisbett, 
is delighted with the cel-
ebration activities.

Byron-Nisbett acknowl-
edged it has been an 
unusual Independence 
celebration that started on 
September 4.

“It has been an 
Independence with a dif-
ference due to restrictions 
imposed by COVID-19. 
We do hope the general 
public was able to appre-
ciate what we were able 
to organize for this year’s 
celebration.”

She said the scaled-
back activities were still 
able to identify with the 
theme chosen for the 
celebrations.

“The young Destiny 
Morris put it best in her 
composition of this year’s 
theme, as indeed it was a 
showing of resilience, in-
novation and security for 

Independence 2020.”

Giving a synopsis of ac-
tivities that were success-
fully completed, she noted 
the celebrations started 
with a virtual presentation 
of an Independent Fiesta 
which was organized by 
a subcommittee led by the 
Ministry of Culture.

“This event would have 
showcased quite a num-
ber of local talent and 
paid homage to three of 
our calypso giants, in the 
persons of King Meeko 
of Nevis, who would 
have done a perfor-
mance with his daughter 
Lady Destiny. We also 
paid homage to King 
Starshield, who was un-
able to attend, and also 
paid homage to the late 
Bad Boy King Ayatollah.”

She said the Fiesta would 
not have been possible 
had it not been for the 
hard-working sub-com-
mittee, which was headed 
by Royd Phipps and as-
sisted by the Director of 
Culture Troy Mills, and 
all of the Ministry of 
Culture.

“I would like to publicly 
thank them for all their 
hard work, and for orga-
nizing such a successful 
fiesta… and for all the 
participants who made it 
possible.”

She said they were able 
to successfully host the 
Independence cook-off 
that saw five chefs com-
peting, and being given a 
secret ingredient in which 
they had to make the star 

of the dish they presented.

“This year the secret in-
gredient would have been 
monkey meat. The judges 
saw and tasted each pre-
sentation, and the winner 
of this event was Miss 
Audrey Alleyne.”

She highlighted the Prime 
Minister’s Lecture Series 
that featured a youthful 
element for the first time.
“One of the main and 
most looked forward 
to events, the Prime 
Minister’s Lecture Series, 
was completely a youth 
focus lecture series, 
which saw our talented 
young people taking the 
focal point. 

“The Prime Minister con-
tinues to encourage the 
participation of young 
people in all aspects of na-
tional development, and 
has been very much lead-
ing the charge in cooper-
ating and encouraging as 
many young persons to 
step up and take leader-
ship roles. It was, there-
fore, no surprise when this 
year’s keynote speaker 
was a young mechanical 
engineer in the person of 

Mark Pennyfeather, who 
gave an inspirational and 
motivational lecture on 
the theme for this year’s 
Independence”

Byron-Nisbett thanked 
the other young people 
who participated dur-
ing the Prime Minister’s 
Lecture series. 

“It was a night to remem-
ber, and I wish to thank 
Rita Simpson-Browne for 
leading on this event.”

The Independence 
Church service, she 
noted, was held outdoors 
this year at the Warner 
Park Cricket Stadium, 
and hailed the Christian 
Council and Evangelical 
Association and all the 
pastors who would have 
participated in this year’s 
service.

She said the National 
Heroes’ Day Ceremony 
would have been pre-
sented as normal, with the 
only absence from this 
year’s celebration being 
the guard on parade.

She noted that one of the 

events still outstanding is 
the drill competition that 
will be today (Sept. 25), 
and done virtually. 

“This competition will see 
eight teams participating, 
representing the police, 
who will have a total of 
three teams - one being an 
all-female team, the de-
fence force who will enter 
two teams, her Majesty’s 
Prison, Fire and Rescue 
and the defending cham-
pion St. Christopher Air 
and Sea Ports Authority.”

The other event we have 
pending is the night of 
performing arts slated for 
next month.

“This year we have com-
bined the night of choir, 
the night of dance and 
night of instruments. This 
event would be held on 
October 17 and done in 
a virtual presentation as 
well.”

Missing from this year’s 
celebration were the 
Independence Day 
Parade and the Governor-
General’s Cocktail.

Akilah Byron-Nisbett (File Photo)

“The young Destiny Morris 

put it best in her composi-

tion of this year’s theme, as 

indeed it was a showing of 

resilience, innovation and 

security for Independence 
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Hazel Brandy-Williams, Junior Minister of Health  

By Loshaun Dixon

A new focus is being 
placed on people in 
Nevis who may be suf-
fering from Alzheimer’s, 
with the Nevis Island 
Administration aiming to 
educate residents on the 
disease that is a growing 
concern on the island.

Junior Minister of Health, 
Hazel Brandy-Williams 
in an exclusive interview 
with the Observer, noted 
the activities hosted to 
mark World Alzheimer’s 
Day observed September 
21 annually.

“It is something new that 
we are observing in Nevis. 
I did an address and we 
had an open house aware-
ness, fact-finding, and 
sharing of information at 

the Mental Health Unit. 
People were encouraged 
to go to the unit to get 
information, and were 
asked to take a photo 
with the background be-
ing purple - the colour for 
Alzheimer’s awareness.”

She said they have now 
flagged Alzheimer’s as 
one of the growing con-
cerns that there is among 
people over 65.

“It is a form of Dementia, 

and Dementia is one of 
those progressive diseases 
where persons lose their 
cognitive ability, their 
ability to think straight 
and to remember things, 
and they lose their sense 
of direction.

“We are making it one 
of our priority areas to 
look at this year and go-
ing forward. Over the 
past couple of months, 
I don’t know if COVID 
has anything to do with 

it, and being locked down 
people probably would 
have had time on their 
hand, and thinking of a 
lot more issues. We have 
seen a lot more cases, and 
used this time to highlight 
the importance of persons 
getting information and 
knowing what to look 
for in someone having 
Alzheimer’s.”

She said people are in 

a better position to note 
the signs and symp-
toms to better diagnose 
Alzheimer’s. 

Brandy-Williams said 
although there are no so-
cial programs yet to as-
sist anyone who may be 
living with Alzheimer’s, 
they have a system that 
provides care for elderly 
people.

“The Unit has been 
working with the Social 
Services Department that 
has community healthcare 
workers that go around in 
their respective communi-
ties and visit those elderly 
persons living on their 
own, to provide home 
health care. The Unit has 
been working with these 
persons, arming them 
with information as to 
what symptoms to look 
for and how to handle 

them.”

She said in the future, 
there will be a big push 
going forward to help 
the public become more 
aware of this disease.

“We will make informa-
tion readily available, and 
will have more activities 
to bring across that sort 
of awareness. We must be 
armed with the necessary 
information so we know 
what to look for in older 
persons as it pertains to 
one showing early signs 
of dementia.”

She said in the past, the 
symptoms that came with 
Alzheimer’s were looked 
at as stereotypical prob-
lems that came with age, 
and were not given the 
necessary attention, and 
the aim is to change that 
thinking.

NIA  to  focus  on  growing  

Alzheimer’s  concerns 

“It is a form of Dementia, and  

Dementia is one of those  

progressive diseases where  

persons lose their cognitive ability, 

their ability to think straight and 

to remember things, and they lose 

their sense of direction.
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“Trendsetter” King Ayatollah Gets  

Calypso Send-Off

By Petra Mc Sheene

Dion Geron Stevens, 
fondly known as ‘King 
Ayatollah’ was laid to rest 
on September 21 during 
an impressive ceremony 
held at The Gardens play-
field. The calypso king 
passed away on August 
26 at the age of 53. 

The funeral was well at-
tended by fellow calyp-
sonians, officials from 
the Ministry of Culture 
and fans, friends and 
well-wishers.

Many calypso colleagues 
of King Ayatollah paid 
tribute to him by per-
forming a few of his big-
gest hits such as ‘Kaiso 
Terrorist’ and ‘Robbery 
Again’. Lord Kut, King 
Craig and King Konris 
were just a few of the 
calypsonians who per-
formed at the home-going 
ceremony. Director of 
Culture Troy Mill per-
formed ‘Bad Boy King’, 
on behalf of the Ministry. 

In his tribute to King 
Ayatollah, former gov-
ernment Minister Dwyer 
Astaphan pointed out that 
Ayatollah was not an or-
dinary calypsonian or an 

ordinary human being. 

“Every song he sang had 
meaning to it, and every 
song he sang, he sang 
passionately, every song 
had a beautiful melody 
to it and every song was 
punctuated in movement, 
words and dance that no 

other human being on the 
planet has ever shown 
me.” 

Chairperson of the St. 
Kitts-Nevis National 

Carnival Committee, 
Shannon Hawley, stated 
that it was an honour to 
speak about Ayatollah or 
‘the three-peat stopper’. 
Hawley highlighted the 
fact that the home-going 
service spoke to the huge 
impact that Ayatollah had, 
as his calypsos touched 

many from all walks of 
life.

“Today’s celebration is 
fitting for this king, as it 
truly encapsulates his life 

as a calypsonian and an 
entertainer. It is a joy to 
see how many calypso-
nians, musicians and en-
tertainers have come out 
to pay their final respects 
to King Ayatollah.” 

She went on to note that 
the celebration clearly 

demonstrated what na-
tional carnival is about. 

“A medium to unify us 
all, regardless of our 
political persuasion, re-
ligion, or social status. A 
source of entertainment 
and a catalyst to promote 
our cultural heritage.”

Carnival chairperson 
Hawley noted that King 
Ayatollah began his mu-
sical journey in 1979, 
and among his numerous 
accolades were Junior 
Calypso King in 1981, 
Senior Calypso King in 
1996, 1999 and 2003, and 
Leeward Islands King in 
2004. 

During the eulogy that 
was delivered by Elreter 
Simpson-Browne, it was 
discovered that Deon 
Stevens was the first child 
to be born on Statehood 
Day in 1967, but the 
award was given to an-
other family because of 
who they were.  

She said Stevens was 
not only a calypsonian, 
but a prolific song-writer 
and composer. It was 

during his performance 
at the Senior Calypso 
Competition that he 
earned the name ‘The 
Ayatollah’. 

“Ayatollah was deemed 
a trendsetter, he was the 
first and only three-peat 
stopper of calypso.”

Stevens won his first 
National Carnival crown 
in 1996 by stopping King 
Phonsie from having a 
three-peat. In 1999, he 
stopped the Mighty Pat 
also from a three-peat. 
In 2000, he captured the 
Millennium Crown in 
what was considered one 
of his best performances. 
In 2003, he stopped an-
other three-peat of King 
Pungwa with his out-
standing performance. 

Dion Geron ‘Ayatollah’ 
Stevens leaves to mourn 
his father, step-father, 
grandmother, three sisters, 
four brothers, and many 
nieces and nephews. 

“Every song he sang had meaning 

to it, and every song he sang, he 

sang passionately, every song had 

a beautiful melody to it and every 

song was punctuated in movement, 

words and dance that no other  

human being on the planet  

has ever shown me.” 
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By Loshaun Dixon

A debate in the public 
sphere has emerged, after 
large fetes held in the fed-
eration in recent weeks 
have come under scrutiny, 
with party-goers seem-
ingly not following pro-
tocols that were agreed 
upon by promoters. 

In recent weeks there has 
been an uptick in fetes 
that have been given per-
mission by the police to 
go ahead, with hundreds 
of patrons attending these 
activities. 

In the past month, fetes 
dubbed ‘Tropixx’, ‘Park 
and Wuk Up’  being held 
in St. Kitts, and ‘5 in 1’ 
held in Nevis, were all 
successfully hosted, but 
with the latter occurring 
last Friday sparking de-
bates, following a viral 
photo that showed hun-
dreds of patrons enjoying 
themselves, and some 

members of the public 
questioning the logic be-
hind it, considering the 
long list of COVID-19 
protocols faced while at 
other basic institutions.

Prime Minister of St. 
Kitts and Nevis Dr. 
Timothy Harris and Nevis 
Premier Mark Brantley 
both weighed in on the 
matter, and agreed that 
a more responsible ap-
proach ought to be taken 
by party-goers.

Dr. Harris said the hosting 
of large parties and party 
events has become a mat-
ter of particular concern 
to the general public 

“We would have to re-
visit our approach to 
these events. The cal-
lous approach and cal-
lous behaviour will not 
help St. Kitts and Nevis 
maintain the high stan-
dard of COVID-19 which 
so far has been our good 

fortune.” 

He appealed to all to heed 
the advice of the health 
practitioners and put their 
best foot forward, and do 
the right thing, as difficult 
as it may be.

“The issue of persons 
moving in a crowd with-
out a mask, that is irre-
sponsible behaviour, and 
one which we hope that 
people would change.”

He said the COVID-19 
fight is a fight to which 
people should allow their 
common sense to be their 
guide. 

“Your safety, your pro-
tection requires that you 
do certain things which 
are critical, and which 
the science has shown 
these are the only ways 
we can control the spread 
of the virus. The wearing 
of the mask, the frequent 
hand hygiene, are critical 

tools in the fight against 
COVID-19.”

Brantley acknowledged 
that the question about 
fetes is difficult, noting 
there had been some dis-
cussions about this at the 
federal level, and at the 
local level.

“At the risk of people 
being upset with me, if I 
had my way I would not 
allow any fetes at all. I 
feel if you ask people to 
lock down in their home 
and telling churches they 
must social distance even 
in church...the wine and 
wuk up could wait.

“However, we live in a 
democracy, and under-
stand that different views 
have to contend. The oth-
er side of that view is that 
there are a lot of young 
promoters out there who 
make a living putting on 
these types of functions.”

He said the task force was 
in the unenviable posi-
tion of coming up with a 
middle ground. 

“My understanding is the 
taskforce, at the national 
level, met with the police 
and came up with a proto-
col for these fetes, and it 
is on that basis parties and 
fetes are approved”

He said capacity is a big 
part of the protocol, with 
only a percentage of the 
venue capacity allowed 
,and everyone in atten-
dance having to be re-
corded as they enter.

“I think what has caused 
a lot of consternation is 
a picture that has gone 
globally. I can’t answer 
for people’s behaviour. I 
believe we all have a per-
sonal responsibility to try 
and keep ourselves safe. 
I feel when these events 
are allowed, people must 
understand they have a 

personal responsibility in 
relation to how they con-
duct themselves at these 
particular events.”

Brantley admitted that 
after a rough few months 
of the global pandemic, 
there is a pent-up de-
mand for recreation and 
entertainment.

“People are anxious; hav-
ing been locked down and 
restricted, people want to 
go out and feel a sense of 
normalcy - they want a 
jam, and want to go out 
and enjoy themselves. In 
a way, you have to accept 
some elements of human 
nature at work here.

“I am not going to con-
demn the organizers...
what I would do is urge 
those who get permission 
to host these events to put 
all the protocols in place, 
and most of all, urge peo-
ple to be responsible in all 
that they do.”

Leaders call for responsible 

partying during COVID-19

Photo from the recent ‘5 in 1 fete’ (Courtesy: Mulley Media)
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“We cannot allow a few bad 

apples to spoil the system 

that we have put in place. I 

am firmly of the view that all 
of our members who oper-

ate in this terminal, agree 

with the new system that 

was put in place.” 

LOCAL NEWS

From left: Prime Minister Dr. Timothy Harris, West Line Bus 
Association President Nicholson ‘Rambo’ Webster, Transport 

Minister Lindsay Grant, and Minister Jonel Powell  

Basseterre West Line Bus Terminal  

Officially Opens

Before and after view of the West Line Bus Terminal  

By Petra Mc Sheene

Basseterre West Line 
Bus Terminal officially 
opened Tuesday at a cer-
emony held at the site. 

In his opening re-
marks, Damion 
Hobson, Chairman of 
St. Christopher Air and 
Sea Ports Authority 
(SCASPA) - the entity 
that sponsored the new 
facility - stated that the 
terminal was constructed 
by SCASPA and handed 
over to the Ministry of 
Transport. 

“SCASPA took on this 
project in the last quar-
ter of 2019 as part of its 
corporate social respon-
sibility program, with the 
aim of complementing 
the ferry terminal, and 
to improve the overall 
experience of the users,” 
Hobson pointed out. 

President of the West 
Line Bus Association, 

Nicholson ‘Rambo’ 
Webster, said that af-
ter the completion of 
the terminal, a dry run 
was given, and opera-
tions started at the new 
terminal. He expressed 
gratitude on behalf of the 

association to Minister of 
Transport, Lindsay Grant, 
Permanent Secretary 
Carlene Henry-Morton, 
and the government. 

“It would be remiss of me 
if I didn’t extend apprecia-
tion to the police commis-
sioner, Mr. Hilroy Brandy 
and the traffic department 
for their understanding 
and flexibility in discuss-
ing and collaborating our 

ideas at this juncture.” 

He continued his remarks 
by stating that the bus op-
erators have a tendency 

not to accept change, but 
he gave a stern warning to 
the owners and operators 
who do not want to com-
ply with the system. 

“We cannot allow a few 
bad apples to spoil the 
system that we have put 
in place. I am firmly of 
the view that all of our 
members who operate in 
this terminal, agree with 
the new system that was 
put in place.” 

Webster listed a few ad-
vantages of the new bus 
terminal, which include: 
a tremendous reduc-
tion of congestion in and 
around the bus terminal; 
improved safety for pas-
sengers and pedestrians; 
a much more organized 
system; less wear and tear 
on buses, and much more 
improved efficiency. 
Minister of Education, 
Youth, Sports and Culture, 
and representative for 
Central Basseterre, Jonel 

Powell said that when he 
entered the political arena 
seven years ago, he iden-
tified the bus terminal as 
one of the facilities in his 
constituency that had to 
be upgraded. 

“This facility represents 
not only an infrastruc-
tural upgrade in our 
transport system, but it 
represents part of the in-
tegral upgrade of Central 
Basseterre.” 

Minister Grant stated 
that the Bus Terminal 
Refurbishment Project is 
in keeping with the Team 
Unity Government’s 
thrust to improve the con-
ditions for bus operators 
and the travelling public. 

Minister Grant stated 
that in the final stages of 
the construction of the 
facility, the President 
of the West Line Bus 
Association approached 
him with a graphic design 
and ideas for the eventual 

layout of the terminal. 

Grant said that the deci-
sion was taken to imple-
ment a two-week trial 
from Aug. 26 to Sept. 9, 
and that it was agreed that 
this would test the theory 
of Mr. Webster’s design 
and provide concrete real-
world data needed for de-
cision making. 

“I am happy to announce 
that this approach proved 
to be sound and very use-
ful. Much of what was 
proposed has been imple-
mented, with a few modi-
fications here and there,” 
Grant pointed out. 

.Prime Minister Harris 
urged persons to put 
the beautiful facility in 
the context of the Team 
Unity’s commitment to 
redevelop Basseterre, and 
to ensure that the capital 
city is the best and most 
beautiful anywhere in the 
Caribbean region.  
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BVI Bans Night 

Fishing, Reduces  

Curfew Hours.

ROAD TOWN, Tortola, 
VI- The curfew in the 
Virgin Islands has been 
reduced by three hours 
for the next 14 days, be-
ginning today, Thursday, 
September 24, 2020.

The Cabinet of the Virgin 
Islands has advised the 
National Security Council 
to impose a new restricted 
curfew for a period of 
seven days from 8:00 
p.m. to 5:00 a.m. daily.

The Curfew Act 2017, 
Imposition of Curfew 
(No. 33) Order 2020 will 

take effect on September 
24 to October 1 and will 
be subject to requirements 
in the Public Health 
(COVID-19 Control and 
Suppression Measures) 
Order.

The Cabinet of the Virgin 
Islands also decided that 
persons will be prohibited 
from operating vessels in 
Territorial waters between 
6:00 p.m. to 5:00 a.m. ex-
cept for ferry operators 
who may provide services 
between the hours of 5:00 
a.m. and 8:00 p.m.

Persons will also be pro-
hibited from operating a 
vessel within the mari-
time exclusion zones ex-
cept where authorized by 
the Joint Task Force.

Moreover, no boats or 
ships are allowed to enter 
or leave BVI waters with-
out the express permis-
sion of the Governor.

These decisions come fol-
lowing an announcement 

by the Minister for Health 
and Social Development 
Honourable Carvin 
Malone during the 
Fourteenth Sitting of 
the Second Session of 
the Fourth House of 
Assembly on September 
22.

Malone stated that the 
current phase of the 
Territory’s pandemic re-
sponse ‘Manage It’ called 
for a renewed emphasis 
on personal responsibil-
ity and the protection of 
all communities through 
effective enforcement 

of border control and 
Suppression Measures.

He also explained that the 
Territory’s best defense 
remains to incorporate 
simple yet effective pre-
vention strategies into ev-
eryone’s daily life while 
he updated the public on 
the new recoveries and 
significant decrease in ac-
tive COVID-19 cases.

As of September 23, the 
total number of recorded 
cases of COVID-19 
stands at 71; the to-
tal number of persons 

recovered is 62; the total 
number of active cases is 
8; and just one death has 
been recorded.

Members of the public 
are urged to continue to 
report any suspicious ac-
tivity by dialing 311 and 
to adhere to all safety 
measures such as hand 
hygiene, cough etiquette, 
wearing face masks in 
public, physical distanc-
ing and minimizing so-
cial gatherings. Failure 
to comply may result in 
fines and penalties.
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 “A lot of the ladies that came in February 

were definitely afraid of the water and 
would not get in the water the first day, 
and now they are all floating and start-

ing to move their arms and do a proper 

stroke and having fun.”

LOCAL NEWS

By Loshaun Dixon

After a successful return 
in September following a 
break due to COVID-19, 
the ‘Swim to Win’ pro-
gram is looking build 
on the momentum in 
October.

Terri Andrews, coordina-
tor for ‘Swim to Win’, 
told the Observer that 
the program was a col-
laboration between the 
Department of Sport, 
Department of Youth, and 
the Nevis Yacht Club, and 
the purpose of the initia-
tive was two-fold. 

“Most people in the fed-
eration cannot swim, and 
there is a deep-seated 
fear of the ocean, and a 
lot of that surrounds the 
Christena Disaster. The 
purpose of the ‘Swim 
to Win’ is to develop a 
pool of instructors in the 
federation, and they are 

taught how to teach a 
technically correct way of 
swimming.”

She explained they 

started in January of this 
year and trained up to 
14 instructors, and took 
them through their first 
level of training and 
launched ‘Swim to Win’ 
in February. She said they 
had 60 swimmers that 
went through a month of 

Sundays in February.

“It was well-received, 
everyone had a fabu-
lous time...and then the 

COVID-19 pandemic 
hit.”

She said the program was 
allowed to reopen and 
relaunch in September, 
which they did adher-
ing to all the COVID-19 
safety protocols. 

“We have 48 participants 
in September. October is 
getting ready to start and 
the sign off date for regis-
tration is September 30.”

Andrews said the pro-
gram takes the swimmers 
through beginning levels 
all the way up, as they 
develop their skill sets to 
where they can actually 
swim comfortably.

She said the age range in 

September ranged from 
six to a master’s program, 
with some persons in 
their 50s.

 “A lot of the ladies that 
came in February were 
definitely afraid of the 
water and would not get 
in the water the first day, 
and now they are all float-
ing and starting to move 
their arms and do a proper 
stroke and having fun.”

She warned, however, 
there were limited spots 
within a group because of 
COVID 19.

She also noted the impor-
tance of learning to swim 
for those who may be 
afraid of the ocean.

“We live on an island 
and are one of the very 
few, if not the only island 
where we don’t swim. 

Instead of looking at the 
sea as something fun and 
something to enjoy, most 
people look out there as 
a barrier or something to 
be afraid of.  Swimming 
is the only sport that can 
save your life.

“We live on an island 
and have to be safe in the 
water and know how to 
survive in the water, so 
we can enjoy our beaches 
and kayak sail with busi-
ness opportunities.”

She said their aim is to 
have an island of swim-
mers and end the phobia 
of the ocean.

“Our goal is to have ev-
ery child in Nevis know 
how to swim, but also the 
parents and grandparents 
as well to be able to be 
comfortable to take their 
children to the beach.”

‘Swim to Win’ looking for a strong  

October turnout following return

Participants in ‘Swim to Win’
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Barbados PM Calls For 

Cheap Long-Term Debt To 

Bail Out Budgets Of  

Tourism-Dependent Nations 

Wiped Out By Covid-19.

Prime Minister Mia 
Amor Mottley has again 
highlighted the vulnera-
bilities of middle-income 
countries at an interna-
tional forum, while of-
fering suggestions which 
would give them the 
necessary “elbow room” 
to return to a growth path.

While delivering the key-
note address at Plenary 
8 of the International 
Conference on 
Sustainable Development 
today, Ms. Mottley said 
the middle-income coun-

tries had fought hard to 
lift themselves out of 
poverty but were now 
vulnerable because of a 
number of things, includ-
ing the climate crisis, the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
and international eco-
nomic shocks.

The Prime Minister told 
her online audience: 
“Barbados has been over 
the course of the last few 
months leading a cam-
paign within our region, 
to get persons to recog-
nize that if we can isolate 
the COVID-related debt, 
then we ought to treat it 
in the same way that the 
rest of the world treated 
World War II debt, for 
example, with the British 
bonds that were issued, 

which were extremely 
long tenured [with] low 
interest rates.

“…In our case, we are 
asking in addition to that, 
that we have the elbow 
room from five to seven 
years, in order to be able 
to return to the develop-
ment path and return to 
a growth path…. If, af-
ter COVID, all we can 
do is literally eke out 
an existence by paying 
debt, then we will have 
sentenced ourselves 
back to decades of under 

development, purely be-
cause we have not been 
innovative enough at the 
global level, in order to 
develop instruments that 
can give countries that 
elbow room, such that 
they can be independent 
again with respect to 
their financial manage-
ment …and economic 
management.”

Ms. Mottley expressed 
the view that it was nec-
essary for officials to re-
lax their concept of what 
was an appropriate fiscal 
anchor. She added that 
they needed to look at 
whether the debt to GDP 
ratios that countries were 
being asked to hold to 

might not need to be re-
laxed over the next few 
years.

“Because generally, most 
countries and most devel-
oping states will in fact 
see an increase in debt 
somewhere between 15 
and 30 per cent of GDP, 
largely because most 
small states do not have 
any other option….
“Once you have tour-
ism and travel depen-
dent countries whose 
dependence is in excess 

of 35/40 per cent of 
GDP, the revenue is not 
coming in, the level of 
unemployment has sky-
rocketed, [then]…the 
only ability…to sustain 
the implosion of the pri-
vate economy, is for the 
state to step in and…save 
livelihoods,” the Prime 
Minister stated.

During her address, she 
listed hurricanes, drought, 
and Sargassum seaweed 
as some of the areas of 
concern. She noted that 
the names for this year’s 
hurricane season, which 
ends on November 30, 
have already been ex-
hausted and that officials 
are now using Greek al-
phabet letters like alpha, 
beta, gamma, delta.

The Prime Minister told her online audience: “Barbados has 

been over the course of the last few months leading a cam-

paign within our region, to get persons to recognize that if 

we can isolate the COVID-related debt,

Photo: Derek Hatfield/Flickr. When you are a middle-income nation and 
your credit card is maxed out, then you need to speak to the manager.
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Trinidad and Tobago employers,’ 

workers’ groups commit to find COVID-19 
crisis solutions

PORT OF SPAIN, 
Trinidad and Tobago 
–- Strengthening social 
dialogue between em-
ployers’ and workers’ 
organizations in Trinidad 
and Tobago to build more 
resilient labour markets 
damaged by COVID-19 
was a key commitment 
made during a bi-partite 
dialogue hosted by the 
International Labour 
Organization (ILO) 
Office for the Caribbean.
During the virtual event, 
high-level representa-
tives from employers’ 
and workers’ groups ex-
pressed their solidarity to 
find sustainable solutions 
to the many complex so-
cio-economic challenges 
faced by businesses 
and employees as a re-
sult of the global health 
pandemic.

In Trinidad and Tobago, 
the situation has meant 
significant losses suffered 
by many economic sec-
tors, leading to layoffs 
and business closures. 
Some of the hardest hit 
[businesses] include oil 
and gas, construction, 
tourism and hospital-
ity, civil aviation, retail, 
trade, manufacturing and 
entertainment.

The meeting was part of 
the ILO Office for the 
Caribbean’s ongoing ef-
forts to engage constitu-
ents in social dialogue 
to explore different ap-
proaches to address the 
crisis. It provided a fo-
rum for the Employers’ 
Consultative Association 
(ECA), the National 
Trade Union Centre of 
Trinidad and Tobago 
(NATUC) and the Joint 
Trade Union Movement 
(JTUM) to discuss the in-
terconnected impacts on 
the economy and work-
force, as well as share 
ideas for developing a 
roadmap for a sustainable 

recovery.

“Employers ́ and work-
ers ́ organizations have 
a key part to play in the 
design and implementa-
tion of public support 
measures for the sectors 
most directly affected by 
the pandemic. They can 
ensure that measures to 
protect the livelihoods of 
workers and enterprises 
are implemented effec-
tively and are targeted at 
those most in need,” said 
Dennis Zulu, Director 
of the ILO Decent Work 
Team and Office for the 
Caribbean, during his 
opening remarks.

“This is a watershed mo-
ment if there ever was 
one. As social partners, 
we must therefore be 
reminded of a principle 
that I know my comrades 
from the trade union 
movement will under-
stand and appreciate, and 
that is, ‘there is power in 
community and power in 
agreement.’

In this regard, we must 
commit to putting aside 
our differences and plumb 
the depths of what we re-
ally believe about one an-
other, about Trinidad and 
Tobago, and about the 
value of cooperation and 
dialogue,” said Keston 
Nancoo, Chairman of the 
Employers’ Consultative 
Association (ECA) of 
Trinidad and Tobago, as 
he addressed meeting 
participants.

Participants highlighted 
that the pandemic has 
worsened already exist-
ing socio-economic dis-
parities, particularly for 
the economically disad-
vantaged who are often 
employed in the informal 
economy without social 
protection.

“We must recognize that 
the COVID-19 pandemic 

has triggered the sharpest 
and deepest economic 
contraction in the history 
of capitalism. In Trinidad 
and Tobago, we cannot 
forget that the pandemic 
has exacerbated existing 
structural problems. It 
has exposed the vulner-
ability of the economic 
framework in terms of 
the deep social and eco-
nomic inequalities – the 
old normal, which we 
haven’t even reconciled,” 
explained Ozzy Warwick, 
JTUM General-Secretary.

The importance of greater 
collectivism was also 
recognized to go beyond 
traditional measures and 
mitigate the effects of 
COVID-19 so that gov-
ernment, workers and 
employers can build back 
better for an effective 
recovery.

“Job growth and econom-
ic growth are the pillars to 
get out of this particular 
situation. We need to find 
meaningful ways in or-
der to keep the economy 
afloat. The traditional 
way of sending work-
ers home cannot be and 
must not be the answer” 
said Michael Annisette, 
General-Secretary of 
NATUC. “The tripartite 
approach is needed more 
now than ever. Creativity, 
innovation, and thinking 
out of the box are abso-
lutely necessary.”

Matthias Thorns, Deputy 
S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l 
of the International 
Organisation of 
Employers (IOE) also 
joined the meeting to 
show examples of how 
different countries are 
effectively leveraging 
social dialogue in their 
COVID-19 response to 
preserve employment 
and ease the burden on 
businesses as much as 

possible.

As the meeting closed, 
participants reiterated 
their commitment to 
working together to de-
velop and implement a 
recovery roadmap for 
the labour markets of 
Trinidad and Tobago.

“We welcome the dif-
ferent examples and 
situations communicated 
by our colleagues in 
the labour movement,” 
said Stephanie Fingal, 
Chief Executive Officer 
(Interim) of the ECA.

“We are prepared as far 
as possible to continue 

to advise on the best pos-
sible welfare approach 
for employees, but the 
economic part cannot be 
forgotten. We have to re-
ally sit down and find that 
half-way mark as to how 
we move forward.”

“I trust that we will be 
able to concretize how 
we are moving forward 
after this conversation. 
There must be a level of 
continuity and a level of 
the meeting of the minds 
given what is happen-
ing. We are committed to 
working with the social 
partners and to the prin-
ciples of social dialogue,” 
said Michael Annisette.

“It is a long road ahead. 
Even with the arrival of 
a safe and effective vac-
cine, the social and eco-
nomic fallout will be with 
us for years to come,” said 
Lars Johansen, Deputy 
Director of the ILO 
Decent Work Team and 
Office for the Caribbean. 
“This dialogue is impor-
tant to find joint solutions 
and it needs to continue. 
The ILO is here to pro-
vide support to you, our 
constituents, and despite 
the pandemic, we are 
finding different ways of 
delivering the services 
that are expected of us.”
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St. Kitts and Nevis’ Prime Minister Dr. the Hon. Timothy Harris (left) and 
Japan’s Prime Minister, Yoshihide Suga.

PM Harris congratulates  

Yoshihide Suga, Japan’s 

new prime minister

BASSETERRE, St. 
Kitts –- His Excellency 
Yoshihide Suga on being 
elected the new Prime 
Minister of Japan, has 
been sent a letter ex-
tending congratulations 
from St. Kitts and Nevis’ 
Prime Minister, Dr. the 
Honourable Timothy 
Harris.

Former Prime Minister 
of Japan, Shinzo Abe 
resigned in August for 
health reasons.

Mr. Suga’s election to the 
Office of Prime Minister 
on September 16 follows 

the sudden resignation of 
former Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe in August of 
this year for health rea-
sons. Mr. Abe is Japan’s 
longest serving prime 
minister.

Prime Minister Dr. Harris 
said in his letter to Prime 
Minister Suga:

“While your appointment 
comes at one of the most 
challenging times of the 
modern world, I am con-
fident that under wise and 
astute leadership Japan 
will continue to chart its 
course towards a stronger 

and more prosperous 
nation.”

Dr. Harris noted that St. 
Kitts and Nevis values 
highly the longstanding 
and cordial ties between 
both countries that have 
redounded to the mutual 
benefit of the people.
“Japan is one of the 
Caribbean Community 
(CARICOM) region’s 
strongest supporters,” the 
letter said, “in the areas of 
disaster preparedness and 
risk mitigation, fisheries 
and climate change.

“Even at this time as 
our region is confronted 
by health and natural 
disasters, we are better 
prepared to affect an im-
mediate and coordinated 
response thanks to the 
resources, training and 
expertise Japan has ren-
dered to the region.”

In a separate letter to 
former Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe, Dr. Harris 
thanked him for his years 
of yeoman service to the 
people of Japan, noting 
that Mr. Abe deserves the 
highest commendations 
for his stellar leadership, 

not only in Japan but 
across the Asian region.

Dr. Harris told His 
Excellency Abe that, 
“St. Kitts and Nevis and 
Japan have enjoyed dy-
namic relations built on 
our shared values, de-
mocracy and rule of law. 
Thanks to your vision 
and understanding of the 
challenges faced by small 
island states, you worked 
assiduously to advance 
the CARICOM-Japan 
partnership when you vis-
ited the Caribbean for the 

First Japan CARICOM 
Summit in 2014, which 
was designated “Japan-
CARICOM Friendship 
Year.”

“This partnership has 
improved the technical 
capacity of our people 
and contributed to the ad-
vancement of our climate 
change resilience efforts 
throughout the region. I 
am confident that the rela-
tionship between our two 
countries will continue 
to grow from strength to 
strength under your suc-
cessor,” Prime Minister 
Harris added.
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Arriving RUSVM students to 

follow COVID-19  

quarantine procedures

LOCAL NEWS

BASSETERRE, St. 
Kitts — One hundred 
and sixteen students, 
who will attend the 
Ross University School 
of Veterinary Medicine, 
arrived in St. Kitts and 
Nevis on September 23, 
via a charter flight from 
Miami.

In a few more days an-
other charter from San 
Juan will bring in an ad-
ditional eight students. 
This would be the third 
batch of students com-
ing to the Federation to 
attend the RUSVM.

Speaking at the National 
Emergency Operations 
Centre September 23 
press briefing, Chief 
Medical Officer, Dr. 

Hazel Laws, reminded 
the public that there are 
procedures still in place 
for the arrival of the 
students.

“These students would 
have received their pre-
arrival RTPCR Test in 
Miami. They would 
have been sampled on 
Monday. The results 
would have been re-
turned all negative and 
they would have arrived 
in country. They will be 
tested upon arrival,” she 
said.

Dr. Laws said a Ministry 
of Health team is on 

campus awaiting the ar-
rival of the students for 
testing.

“They will receive a test 
upon arrival,” said Dr. 
Laws. “They will go 
into compulsory quar-
antine for 14 days on 
the RUSVM campus 
and then on day 14 of 
quarantine they will be 
tested again.”

Dr. Laws said it is 
only when the students 
receive a negative 
RTPCR test will they 
be discharged from 
quarantine and will be 
allowed to integrate into 
the general population 
within the Federation.

Windies Women  

Batters Fall Short Again 

In Derby T-20  

Thriller.

DERBY, England–
September 23rd,2020.

England 151 for 8 (Glenn 
26, Taylor 2-12) beat 
West Indies 104 for 8 
(Dottin 38, Villiers 2-10, 
Ecclestone 2-19, Glenn 
2-24) by 47 runs

Valuable runs and cru-
cial wickets for young-
ster Sarah Glenn handed 
England a second 47-run 
victory in as many con-
tests with West Indies and 
a 2-0 lead in their five-
match T20I series.

West Indies had their 
chances in this match, 
with England looking 
beatable, but several 
dropped catches, a failure 
to finish off the England 
tail having done the hard 
yards and then the inabil-
ity of anyone to step up 
with the bat when likely 
stars Dottin and Taylor 
fell left them wanting.

England looked wobbly 
at 96 for 6 when they lost 
Jones for 25 and Knight 
for 17. With no-one in 
the top or middle order 

having posted an innings 
of real note, it fell to Brunt 
and Glenn to get some 
runs for the home team.

And that they did, with a 
46-run partnership from 
just 30 balls.

Glenn slammed 26 runs 
of 19 balls, including four 
fours before she was run 
out by Henry on the last 
ball of the innings. Brunt 
struck 18 off 14 before she 
was bowled by an excel-
lent yorker from Selman, 
bringing in Ecclestone, 

who biffed nine off just 
four balls.

In reply Windies looked 
to be on the pace at 36 
for 1, having lost Hayley 
Matthews – who looked 
to be suffering from back 
pain – for just 3 when 
Brunt got a leading edge 
to fly to Heather Knight. 
That compared with 
England’s 44 for 1 and, 
with Dottin and Taylor 
at the crease, Windies 
looked to be still in good 
shape at this point.

By the time Glenn struck 
Dottin for an LBW on the 
back leg, kneeling down 
as she tried to sweep, West 
Indies had progressed 
to 72 for 2. Off-spinner 
Villiers then had Lee-Ann 
Kirby stumped thanks to 
some swift glovework 
from wicket keeper Jones 
before Glenn won the 
crucial wicket of skip-
per Stafanie Taylor with 
a stumping that had the 
Windies captain immedi-
ately walking even before 
the TV umpire made the 
decision final.

From there, it seemed 
there was simply no-one 
to stand up and wield the 
willow amid a stream of 
wickets which left West 
Indies well short for the 
second game in a row.

What really split the 
teams this time was that 
England bashed 51 runs 
in the last five overs for 
the loss of just two wick-
ets. Otherwise it might 
have been close.
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Pottery made by members of SKNAPD 

LOCAL NEWS

International  Day  of  Sign  

Languages  observed

By Petra Mc Sheene

Each year, the 
International Day of Sign 
Languages is celebrated 
on September 23, as part 
of Week of the Deaf. 
This year, The St. Kitts-
Nevis Association of 
Persons with Disabilities 
(SKNAPD) played their 
part in the recognition of 
the day by having their 
members who are not 
deaf, to be deaf for the 
day, so they could experi-
ence what it feels like to 
not be able to depend on 
their sense of hearing. 

Members of the associa-
tion were observed using 
sign language to com-
municate with each other, 
and all were impeccably 
dressed in the colour yel-
low, which represents the 
deaf. 

Minister of Education, 
Youth, Sports and Culture, 
Hon. Jonel Powell, along 

with Minister of Tourism, 
Hon. Lindsay Grant, 
took time out of their day 
to visit the Mc Knight 
Community Centre. 
Belisha Clarke, a deaf 
member of the SKNAPD, 
shared a few gestures of 
sign language with the 
ministers of government 
and taught them how to 
spell their names in sign.

“It is really good to be 
here today and share the 
volunteer experience on 
the International Day of 
Sign Languages. I have 
learned to spell my name 
in sign, and sometimes 
we take these things 
for granted, but it’s re-
ally good to learn sign 
language.”

Powell encouraged mem-
bers to keep up the good 
work, as he looked for-
ward to another visit. 

Grant stated that he has 
a particular interest to 

the deaf, as his sister has 
been deaf since birth and 
attends a school for the 
deaf, in the United States. 
“I understand the environ-
ment and it is not easy.” 

Grant made contact with 
his sister and allowed 
Clarke to interact with her 
via video call. 

Tamar Kelly, a member 
of the SKNAPD and a 
Sign Language teacher, 
spoke to the Observer 
about what was taking 
place at the Mc Knight 
Community Centre. 

“Today, we are observ-
ing the deaf rights; we are 
having a session where 
there shouldn’t be any 
talking, only signing. This 
is to get other members to 
know what it feels like 
to communicate through 
sign language, and it 
will help us to feel learn 
signs.” 

Leticia Murray is a blind 
member of the SKNAPD, 
and when asked how 
it felt to be deaf for the 
day, she stated that it 
was awesome because of 
the quiet, but in her state 
it would be difficult to 

identify persons trying to 
communicate with her, 
because of her blindness. 

On display at the cen-
tre were items such as 
necklaces, bracelets, pot-
tery and coffee mugs. 

President of the youth 
arm of the SKNAPD and 
Craft teacher, Shodella 
Taylor, told the Observer 
that all items on display 
were made by the mem-
bers of the SKNAPD. 

Minister Lindsay Grant posing with the  
Association’s Belisha Clarke 
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How shall a man be just 
with God? How shall 
the sinner be made righ-
teous? It is only through 
Christ that we can be 
brought into harmony 
with God, with holiness; 
but how are we to come 
to Christ? Many are ask-
ing the same question as 
did the multitude on the 
Day of Pentecost, when, 
convicted of sin, they 
cried out, “What shall 
we do?” The first word 
of Peter’s answer was, 
“Repent.” Acts 2:37, 38. 
At another time, shortly 
after, he said, “Repent, 
... and be converted, that 
your sins may be blotted 
out.” Acts 3:19. 

Repentance includes sor-
row for sin and a turning 
away from it. We shall 
not renounce sin unless 
we see its sinfulness; until 
we turn away from it in 
heart, there will be no real 
change in the life. 

There are many who fail 
to understand the true 
nature of repentance. 
Multitudes sorrow that 
they have sinned and 
even make an outward 
reformation because they 
fear that their wrongdo-
ing will bring suffering 
upon themselves. But this 
is not repentance in the 
Bible sense. They lament 
the suffering rather than 
the sin. Such was the grief 
of Esau when he saw that 
the birthright was lost 
to him forever. Balaam, 
terrified by the angel 
standing in his pathway 
with drawn sword, ac-
knowledged his guilt lest 
he should lose his life; 
but there was no genuine 
repentance for sin, no 
conversion of purpose, no 
abhorrence of evil. Judas 
Iscariot, after betraying 
his Lord, exclaimed, “I 
have sinned in that I have 
betrayed the innocent 
blood.” Matthew 27:4. 

The confession was 

forced from his guilty 
soul by an awful sense of 
condemnation and a fear-
ful looking for of judg-
ment. The consequences 
that were to result to him 
filled him with terror, but 
there was no deep, heart-
breaking grief in his soul, 
that he had betrayed the 
spotless Son of God and 
denied the Holy One of 
Israel. Pharaoh, when 
suffering under the judg-
ments of God, acknowl-
edged his sin in order to 
escape further punish-
ment, but returned to his 
defiance of Heaven as 
soon as the plagues were 
stayed. These all lament-
ed the results of sin, but 
did not sorrow for the sin 
itself. 

But when the heart yields 
to the influence of the 
Spirit of God, the con-
science will be quick-
ened, and the sinner will 
discern something of the 
depth and sacredness 
of God’s holy law, the 
foundation of His gov-
ernment in heaven and 
on earth. The “Light, 
which lighteth every 
man that cometh into the 
world,” illumines the se-
cret chambers of the soul, 
and the hidden things of 
darkness are made mani-
fest. John 1:9. Conviction 
takes hold upon the mind 
and heart. The sinner has 
a sense of the righteous-
ness of Jehovah and feels 
the terror of appearing, 
in his own guilt and un-
cleanness, before the 
Searcher of hearts. He 
sees the love of God, the 
beauty of holiness, the 
joy of purity; he longs 
to be cleansed and to be 
restored to communion 
with Heaven. 

The prayer of David after 
his fall, illustrates the na-
ture of true sorrow for sin. 
His repentance was sin-
cere and deep. There was 
no effort to palliate his 
guilt; no desire to escape 

the judgment threatened, 
inspired his prayer. David 
saw the enormity of his 
transgression; he saw the 
defilement of his soul; he 
loathed his sin. It was not 
for pardon only that he 
prayed, but for purity of 
heart. He longed for the 
joy of holiness—to be 
restored to harmony and 
communion with God. 
This was the language of 
his soul: 

“Blessed is he whose 
transgression is forgiven,

whose sin is covered.

Blessed is the man unto 
whom the Lord

imputeth not iniquity,

And in whose spirit there 
is no guile.” Psalm 32:1, 
2. 

“Have mercy upon me, O 
God, according to

Thy loving-kindness:

According unto the mul-
titude of Thy tender

mercies blot out my 
transgressions....

For I acknowledge my 
transgressions: and my

sin is ever before me....

Purge me with hyssop, 
and I shall be clean:

wash me, and I shall be 
whiter than snow....

Create in me a clean 
heart, O God;

And renew a right spirit 
within me.

Cast me not away from 
Thy presence;

And take not Thy Holy 
Spirit from me.

Restore unto me the joy 
of Thy salvation;
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And uphold me with Thy 
free spirit....

Deliver me from blood-
guiltiness, O God, Thou

God of my salvation:

And my tongue shall sing 
aloud of Thy

righteousness.” Psalm 
51:1-14. 

A repentance such as 
this, is beyond the reach 
of our own power to ac-
complish; it is obtained 
only from Christ, who 
ascended up on high and 
has given gifts unto men. 

Just here is a point on 
which many may err, and 
hence they fail of receiv-
ing the help that Christ 
desires to give them. 
They think that they can-
not come to Christ unless 
they first repent, and that 
repentance prepares for 
the forgiveness of their 
sins. It is true that repen-
tance does precede the 
forgiveness of sins; for 
it is only the broken and 
contrite heart that will feel 
the need of a Saviour. But 
must the sinner wait till 
he has repented before 
he can come to Jesus? Is 
repentance to be made an 
obstacle between the sin-
ner and the Saviour? 

The Bible does not teach 
that the sinner must re-
pent before he can heed 
the invitation of Christ, 
“Come unto Me, all ye 
that labor and are heavy-
laden, and I will give you 
rest.” Matthew 11:28. It is 
the virtue that goes forth 
from Christ, that leads to 
genuine repentance. Peter 
made the matter clear 
in his statement to the 
Israelites when he said, 
“Him hath God exalted 
with His right hand to be 
a Prince and a Saviour, 
for to give repentance to 
Israel, and forgiveness of 
sins.” Acts 5:31. We can 
no more repent without 
the Spirit of Christ to 
awaken the conscience 
than we can be pardoned 
without Christ. 

Christ is the source of 
every right impulse. He 
is the only one that can 

implant in the heart en-
mity against sin. Every 
desire for truth and pu-
rity, every conviction of 
our own sinfulness, is an 
evidence that His Spirit is 
moving upon our hearts. 

Jesus has said, “I, if I be 
lifted up from the earth, 
will draw all men unto 
Me.” John 12:32. Christ 
must be revealed to the 
sinner as the Saviour dy-
ing for the sins of the 
world; and as we behold 
the Lamb of God upon the 
cross of Calvary, the mys-
tery of redemption begins 
to unfold to our minds 
and the goodness of God 
leads us to repentance. In 
dying for sinners, Christ 
manifested a love that is 
incomprehensible; and 
as the sinner beholds this 
love, it softens the heart, 
impresses the mind, and 
inspires contrition in the 
soul. 

It is true that men some-
times become ashamed 
of their sinful ways, and 
give up some of their evil 
habits, before they are 
conscious that they are 
being drawn to Christ. 
But whenever they make 
an effort to reform, from a 
sincere desire to do right, 
it is the power of Christ 
that is drawing them. An 
influence of which they 
are unconscious works 
upon the soul, and the 
conscience is quickened, 
and the outward life is 
amended. And as Christ 
draws them to look upon 
His cross, to behold Him 
whom their sins have 
pierced, the command-
ment comes home to the 
conscience. The wick-
edness of their life, the 
deep-seated sin of the 
soul, is revealed to them. 
They begin to compre-
hend something of the 
righteousness of Christ, 
and exclaim, “What is 
sin, that it should require 
such a sacrifice for the 
redemption of its victim? 
Was all this love, all this 
suffering, all this humili-
ation, demanded, that we 
might not perish, but have 
everlasting life?” 

The sinner may resist 

this love, may refuse to 
be drawn to Christ; but 
if he does not resist he 
will be drawn to Jesus; a 
knowledge of the plan of 
salvation will lead him 
to the foot of the cross in 
repentance for his sins, 
which have caused the 
sufferings of God’s dear 
Son. 

The same divine mind 
that is working upon the 
things of nature is speak-
ing to the hearts of men 
and creating an inexpress-
ible craving for some-
thing they have not. The 
things of the world cannot 
satisfy their longing. The 
Spirit of God is plead-
ing with them to seek for 
those things that alone 
can give peace and rest—
the grace of Christ, the 
joy of holiness. Through 
influences seen and un-
seen, our Saviour is con-
stantly at work to attract 
the minds of men from 
the unsatisfying pleasures 
of sin to the infinite bless-
ings that may be theirs in 
Him. To all these souls, 
who are vainly seeking 
to drink from the broken 
cisterns of this world, 
the divine message is ad-
dressed, “Let him that is 
athirst come. And who-
soever will, let him take 
the water of life freely.” 
Revelation 22:17. 

You who in heart long for 
something better than this 
world can give, recognize 
this longing as the voice 
of God to your soul. Ask 
Him to give you repen-
tance, to reveal Christ to 
you in His infinite love, 
in His perfect purity. In 
the Saviour’s life the prin-
ciples of God’s law—love 
to God and man—were 
perfectly exemplified. 
Benevolence, unselfish 
love, was the life of His 
soul. It is as we behold 
Him, as the light from our 
Saviour falls upon us, that 
we see the sinfulness of 
our own hearts. 

We may have flat-
tered ourselves, as did 
Nicodemus, that our life 
has been upright, that our 
moral character is cor-
rect, and think that we 

need not humble the heart 
before God, like the com-
mon sinner: but when the 
light from Christ shines 
into our souls, we shall 
see how impure we are; 
we shall discern the self-
ishness of motive, the en-
mity against God, that has 
defiled every act of life. 
Then we shall know that 
our own righteousness is 
indeed as filthy rags, and 
that the blood of Christ 
alone can cleanse us from 
the defilement of sin, and 
renew our hearts in His 
own likeness. 

One ray of the glory of 
God, one gleam of the pu-
rity of Christ, penetrating 
the soul, makes every spot 
of defilement painfully 
distinct, and lays bare 
the deformity and defects 
of the human character. 
It makes apparent the 
unhallowed desires, the 
infidelity of the heart, the 
impurity of the lips. The 
sinner’s acts of disloyalty 

in making void the law 
of God, are exposed to 
his sight, and his spirit 
is stricken and afflicted 
under the searching influ-
ence of the Spirit of God. 
He loathes himself as he 
views the pure, spotless 
character of Christ. 

When the prophet Daniel 
beheld the glory sur-
rounding the heavenly 
messenger that was sent 
unto him, he was over-
whelmed with a sense of 
his own weakness and 
imperfection. Describing 
the effect of the wonder-
ful scene, he says, “There 
remained no strength in 
me: for my comeliness 
was turned in me into 
corruption, and I retained 
no strength.” Daniel 10:8. 
The soul thus touched 
will hate its selfishness, 
abhor its self-love, and 
will seek, through Christ’s 
righteousness, for the 
purity of heart that is in 
harmony with the law of 
God and the character of 
Christ. 

Paul says that as “touch-
ing the righteousness 
which is in the law”—as 
far as outward acts were 
concerned—he was 
“blameless” (Philippians 
3:6); but when the spiritu-
al character of the law was 
discerned, he saw himself 
a sinner. Judged by the 
letter of the law as men 
apply it to the outward 
life, he had abstained 
from sin; but when he 
looked into the depths of 
its holy precepts, and saw 
himself as God saw him, 
he bowed in humiliation 
and confessed his guilt. 
He says, “I was alive 
without the law once: but 
when the commandment 
came, sin revived, and I 
died.” Romans 7:9. When 
he saw the spiritual nature 
of the law, sin appeared in 
its true hideousness, and 
his self-esteem was gone. 

Copyright © 2020 by 
Ellen G. White. All Rights 
Reserved.
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Caribbean Hotel And Tourism Association  

Challenges Dominican Republic In Offering  

Travel Protection And Health Insurance To Tourists.

U.S. travelers to the 
Caribbean can breathe 
easier, says the Caribbean 
Hotel and Tourism 
Association (CHTA), 
which is now working 
with Trip Mate to offer 
travel protection for US 
citizens and residents if 
the unexpected happens 

with a visit booked at par-
ticipating member hotels.

Trip Mate, one of the 
global leaders in adminis-
tering protection to travel-
ers and hotels, will now 
lock arms with CHTA so 
that member hotels can 
offer a comprehensive 

Travel Protection Plan 
for covered cancellations, 
interruptions, delays, bag-
gage mishaps and medi-
cal situations that may 
arise during a guest’s trip.

Frank Comito, CEO 
and Director General 
of CHTA, noted that 

“people planning travel 
during these unprecedent-
ed times are concerned 
about the unpredictable, 
but their worries may be 
eased with coverage un-
der our CHTA Member 
Exclusive Travel 
Protection Plan.”

He said the plan helps to 
protect guests as well as 
the health of hotel rev-
enues, and comes at a 
time when more travelers 
are looking for added as-
surances to protect them-
selves before they fly out 
of the US.

CHTA’s Travel Protection 
Plan covers a guest’s ho-
tel booking (non-refund-
able expenses paid for the 
portion of a hotel booking 
that goes unused) and 
additional transportation 
expenses if a guest needs 
to interrupt his or her trip 
due to a covered reason, 
which includes sickness. 
Medical expense cover-
age for Covid-19-related 
illness is included.

The Travel Protection 
Plan is available to mem-
bers of both CHTA as 
well as national and lo-
cal hotel associations. 
Properties that are not 
CHTA members can also 
take advantage of the of-
fer for a limited time. The 
plan is applicable only to 
U.S. citizens or residents.

Comito emphasized 
that hotels which are 
not currently offering 
opt-in traveler insurance 
to further support their 
cancellation policies are 
missing an opportunity to 
generate more business, 

as consumers are increas-
ingly looking for added 
assurances.

A recent survey by Oracle 
and Skift reveals that 
with so much uncertainty 
ahead, consumers are 
also demanding flexible 
cancellation and refund 
policies, which travel in-
surance helps to address.

Most airlines including 
American, Delta, and 
United are now allow-
ing passengers to change 
travel dates free of 
charge, whereas before it 
had been very expensive 
to change a prebooked 
flight.
The tourism chief also 
noted that due to the 
pandemic, “a growing 
number of countries 
throughout the world, 
including several in the 
Caribbean, now require 
travel protection to enter 
their country.”

He said the plan provides 
both guests and hosts “a 
way to protect your in-
vestment when it comes 
to travel planning.”

At time of this report a 
list of those countries re-
quiring ‘travel protection’ 
for entry is not available, 
however, as part of its 
announced Responsible 
Tourism Recovery 
Plan to ensure that the 
Dominican Republic is 
a safe travel destination, 
that country now offers a 
free travel assistance plan 
until 31st December 2020 
to all tourists visiting par-
ticipating hotels.

This plan is open to visi-
tors of all nationalities 
(other than Dominicans) 
up to 85 years old, regard-
less of where they reside.

Previously it was an-
nounced that the plan will 
include emergency cov-
erage, telemedicine cost 
coverage for long-term 
stay, and costs incurred 
for flight changing in the 
event of an infection, as 
well as COVID-19 tests. 
This insurance will be 
provided at no cost to the 
visitor until December 
2020 and will be 100% 
paid for by the Dominican 
State.

The Dominican coverage 
includes:

• Attention by specialists, 
including with a pediatri-
cian, if there are children

• All medications needed 
during hospitalization

• Medical transfers, of up 
to $500

• Health repatriation, of 
up to $2,000

• Air ticket for the transfer 
of a relative

• Fare difference or pen-
alty for return trip due 
to delay, due to medical 
emergency

• Hotel expenses for 
forced rest due to hospi-
talization, daily limit of 
$75

• Repatriation or funeral 
transfers

• Legal Assistance and 
Judicial Bond in case of 
accident

All the services included 
in the insurance operate 
only while the traveler 
remains in the Dominican 
Republic and are coordi-
nated through the Seguros 
Reservas Assistance Line.
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Keeping Youths Together  

Through Basketball

“After the lockdown, nothing much was doing, 

so I decided to get some guys together to  

play basketball and the crowd just kept  

growing bigger every night,”

By Petra Mc Sheene

In the last few months, 
Founder of Ching Sing 
Promotions, Cleo Mc 
Sheene has been doing 
his part in the Cayon com-
munity of keeping the 
youths active and focused 
through basketball. 

Every week night, males 

of varying age ranges 
find themselves on the 
Maynard’s Park either 
playing a game of basket-
ball or enjoying the games 
that are being played.

In an interview with the 
Observer, Mc Sheene 
stated that Ching Sing 
Promotions was started as 
a way to get youths back 
together.

“After the lockdown, 
nothing much was doing, 
so I decided to get some 
guys together to play bas-
ketball and the crowd just 

kept growing bigger every 
night,” Mc Sheene stated.

Ching Sing Promotions 
held a Family Fun Day on 
Independence Day, where 
children and adults alike 
went to the Maynard’s 
Park in Cayon to have 
a fun day out, playing 
games and enjoying the 
basketball games that 

were being played. Many 
prizes were won, includ-
ing under-15 free throw 
and over-20 female free 
throw, which was won 
by Tracy Ann Gaskin. 
Unfortunately no one was 
able to win the half-court 
throw.

Different basketball 
games played for the night 
included five-on-five and 
the main event which 
capped off the evening, 
with a Under-29 team vs 
Over-30, where the Over-
30 side won the game and 
two cases of drinks. 

Upon recognition of his 
love and passion for his 
community of Cayon, the 
members of the Cayon 
Lions Basketball Club 
awarded Mc Sheene with 
a token of appreciation. 

When asked what was 
in store for the future for 
Ching Sing Promotions, 
Mc Sheene stated that 

hopefully, the Family 
Fun Day will be an an-
nual event. He took time 
to express thanks to some 
of his sponsors includ-
ing MASA and Trebless 
Delights.  

The fun day, which had 
strict COVID-19 proto-
cols, drew dozens out of 
the community to witness 
the games and bond on 
Independence Day, after 
the majority of the usual 
independence activities 
had been cancelled.

 Cleo Mc Sheene (basketball in hand) with the Cayon Lions club  
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PM Harris, reflects on 
Federation’s gains in 

several key areas

BASSETERRE, St. Kitts 
— Prime Minister of St. 
Kitts and Nevis, Dr. the 
Honourable Timothy 
Harris, reflected on some 
of the Federation’s gains 
over the last 37 years, 
noting that the country 
ranks top of the class in 
several key areas.

“When we examine the 
World Justice Report 
Rule of Law Index, St. 
Kitts and Nevis over 
the last five years has 
been among the top of 
the class in the majority 
of indicators,” said the 
Hon. Dr. Harris. “For 
two years in a row St. 
Kitts and Nevis was the 
best-performing country 
within the Organization 
of Eastern Caribbean 
States and ranked signifi-
cantly in the top among 
all other countries within 
the Americas.

“Equally, when we ex-
amine the United Nations 
Quality of Life Index St. 
Kitts and Nevis again 
is forging ahead in the 
top of the class among 
our peers. When we are 
evaluated against the ICT 
Index Governance, and 
our partnership in that 
regard by international 
observers St. Kitts and 
Nevis ranks very well.”

Dr. Harris pointed out 
that St. Kitts and Nevis 
ranks high in the export 
industry.

“With respect to the ex-
port of merchandise, for 
many years St. Kitts and 
Nevis has been the larger 
exporter of merchandise 
products to the USA,” 
said Dr. Harris. “This 
continues up to today, 
where St. Kitts and Nevis 
ranks not only the high-
est among countries in 
the OECS and Barbados 
but also in the broader 
region. On per capita ba-
sis our exports are at 11, 
541 against the Bahamas 
which leads away at 11, 
624 per person.”

In terms of per capita 
income, Dr. Harris indi-
cated that St. Kitts and 
Nevis is #1 in the OECS 
and among the top three 
within the wider hemi-
sphere excluding USA 
and Canada. “These are 
significant developments 
of which we can be proud 
of as we celebrate our 37 
years of Independence 
and we look forward to 
the next 10, 20, 30 years 
as a sovereign state.”

Dr. Harris reflected on 
the Federation’s 37 years 
of Independence, noting 

that St. Kitts and Nevis 
has made significant 
strides over the years.

“This month is particu-
larly important for us 
because at this time of 
the year we celebrate our 
Independence. This year 
we mark our 37 anniver-
sary of Independence and 
it tells us that we are near-
ing the age of maturity,” 
said the prime minister. 
“As a small island state, 
St. Kitts and Nevis is 
holding its own and, in 
fact, better than holding 
our own we are punching 
way above our weight, 
our size as a small state. 
We are the smallest sov-
ereign independent state 
in the Americas and yet, 
when we are adjudged 
by independent observers 
without a hidden politi-
cal agenda, we score ex-
tremely high.”

Prime Minister Harris 
noted that while St. Kitts 
and Nevis has gained a 
lot over the last 37 years, 
they can all be lost in an 
instant if citizens and 
residents are not careful 
regarding the COVID-19 
Pandemic that poses a 
significant threat to life 
and livelihoods.
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GENEVA — The dev-
astating losses in work-
ing hours caused by the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
have brought a “massive” 
drop in labour income for 
workers around the world, 
says the International 
Labour Organization 
(ILO) in its latest assess-
ment of the effects of the 
pandemic on the world of 
work.

Global labour income 
is estimated to have de-
clined by 10.7 per cent, 
or US$ 3.5 trillion, in 
the first three quarters of 
2020, compared with the 
same period in 2019. This 
figure excludes income 
support provided through 
government measures.

The biggest drop was in 
lower-middle income 
countries, where the 
labour income losses 
reached 15.1 per cent, 
with the Americas the 
hardest hit region at 12.1 
per cent.

The ILO Monitor: 
COVID-19 and the world 
of work, Sixth edition, 

says that the global work-
ing hour losses in the 
first nine months of 2020 
have been “considerably 
larger” than estimated in 
the previous edition of the 
Monitor (issued on June 
30).

For example, the revised 
estimate of global work-
ing time lost in the second 
quarter (Q2) of this year 
(when compared to Q4 
2019) is for 17.3 per cent, 
equivalent to 495 million 
full time equivalent (FTE) 
jobs (based on a 48-hour 
working week), whereas 
the earlier estimate was 
for 14 per cent, or 400 
million FTE jobs. In Q3 
of 2020, global working 
hour losses of 12.1 per 
cent (345 million FTE 
jobs) are expected.

The outlook for Q4 has 
worsened significantly 
since the last ILO Monitor 
was issued. Under the 
ILO’s baseline scenario, 
global working-hour loss-
es are now projected to 
amount to 8.6 per cent in 
the fourth quarter of 2020 
(compared to Q4 2019), 

which corresponds to 245 
million FTE jobs. This 
is an increase from the 
ILO’s previous estimate 
of 4.9 per cent or 140 mil-
lion FTE jobs.

One reason for the esti-
mated increases in work-
ing-hour losses is that 
workers in developing 
and emerging economies, 
especially those in infor-
mal employment, have 
been much more affected 
than by past crises, the 
Monitor says.

It also notes that the drop 
in employment is more 
attributable to inactivity 
than to unemployment, 
with important policy 
implications.

While many stringent 
workplace closures have 
been relaxed, there are 
significant variations 
between regions. Ninety-
four per cent of work-
ers are still in countries 
with some workplace 
restrictions, and 32 per 
cent are in countries with 

closures for all but essen-
tial workplaces.

The “fiscal stimulus gap”

The 6th edition of the 
Monitor also looks at the 
effectiveness of fiscal 
stimulus in alleviating la-
bour market impacts.

In countries where suf-
ficient data is available 
for Q2 2020, a clear cor-
relation exists, showing 
that the larger the fiscal 
stimulus (as a percentage 
of GDP), the lower the 
working-hour losses. In 
that period, globally an 
additional fiscal stimulus 
of 1 per cent of annual 
GDP would have reduced 
working hour losses by a 
further 0.8 per cent.

However, while fiscal 
stimulus packages have 
played a significant role 
in supporting economic 
activity and reducing the 
fall in working hours, they 
have been concentrated in 

high-income countries, as 
emerging and developing 
economies have limited 
capacity to finance such 
measures.

“Just as we need to redou-
ble our efforts to beat the 
virus, so we need to act 
urgently and at scale to 
overcome its economic, 
social and employment 
impacts. That includes 
sustaining support for 
jobs, businesses and 
incomes.

In order for developing 
countries to reach the 
same ratio of stimulus to 
working hours lost as in 
high-income countries, 
they would need to inject 
a further US$982 billion 
(US$45 billion in low-
income countries and 
US$937 billion in lower-
middle income coun-
tries). The stimulus gap 
for low income countries 
amounts to less than 1 per 
cent of the total value of 
the fiscal stimulus pack-
ages announced by high-
income countries.

This huge “fiscal stimulus 

gap” is even more worry-
ing in the light of the so-
cial protection deficits in 
many developing coun-
tries. Moreover, some of 
these countries have also 
had to redirect public 
spending from other ob-
jectives in order to miti-
gate the labour market 
impact of the crisis.

“Just as we need to re-
double our efforts to beat 
the virus, so we need to 
act urgently and at scale 
to overcome its eco-
nomic, social and em-
ployment impacts. That 
includes sustaining sup-
port for jobs, businesses 
and incomes,” said ILO 
Director-General Guy 
Ryder.

“As the United Nations 
General Assembly gath-
ers in New York, there 
is pressing need for the 
international community 
to set out a global strat-
egy for recovery through 
dialogue, cooperation 
and solidarity. No group, 
country or region can 
beat this crisis alone,” he 
concluded.

COVID-19 leads to worldwide  

massive labour income losses
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