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By Petra Mc Sheene

“We have insisted that 
our citizens and residents 
comply with all health 
protocols, especially 
the wearing of masks 
in public, frequent hand 
washing, physical and 
social distancing. And we 
encourage our citizens 
and residents to avoid 
large crowds and areas of 
heavy congestion. These 
practices have to become 
second nature to us, as we 
work to protect ourselves, 
our families, our friends 
and loved ones.”

This was the most perti-
nent assertion made dur-
ing the opening statement 
by Prime Minister, Dr. 
Hon. Timothy Harris in 
the most recent edition of 
the Leadership Matters 
series, last Tuesday night. 
He said that the focus of 
the show would be pri-
marily on preparation 
for the reopening of the 
borders. 

Harris pointed out that the 
federation is one of eight 
countries approved to be 
part of the CARICOM 
bubble, with the others be-
ing: Antigua & Barbuda, 
Barbados, Dominica, 
Grenada, Montserrat, St. 
Lucia and St. Vincent & 
The Grenadines. Other 
Member States and 
Associate Members will 

be allowed to partici-
pate when they meet the 
criteria.

“Given that all our cases 
of COVID-19 to date 
are travel-related or im-
ported cases, strict com-
pliance with the health 
protocols is the only way 
to contain the spread of 
the virus, thereby mini-
mizing any strain on our 
small health system, 
and loss of employment 
and productivity due to 
quarantine, isolation or 
hospitalization.”

The PM also asked for 
there to be an element 
of practicality in rela-
tion to the reopening of 
the borders, and advised 
what the Federation’s 
populace should ready 
themselves for, as the 
travelling numbers in-
crease substantially.

“It is my fervent hope that 
our citizens and residents 
will prepare themselves 
for a significant increase 
in the numbers of return-
ing nationals and visitors 
between November and 
December. I say signifi-
cant, because with our 
borders now closed, the 
arrival and departure 
numbers are very small; 
these numbers will defi-
nitely climb as the num-
ber of flights in and out 
increases.

“It is probable that new 
infections of COVID-19 
will come, with the open-
ing of our borders. Our 
protocols, which we are 
insisting upon, are in-
tended to minimize that 
risk and to keep us all 
safe. I ask for compliance 
of the protocols by all in 
society.”

Prime Minister Harris 
said that the lessons from 
other countries that have 
already opened their bor-
ders, is that we should 
never become compla-
cent with our efforts to 
contain the COVID-19 
disease. He pointed out 
that the Chief Medical 
Officer (CMO) Dr. Hazel 
Laws has been meeting 
with hoteliers, and so far 
the meetings have been 
constructive. 

In her remarks, Dr. Laws 
pointed out that between 
January and the present 
time, the virus has left 
over 35 million confirmed 
cases in its trail, along 
with over one million 
deaths globally. 

“In the Caribbean region, 
over 232,000 confirmed 
cases have been reported, 
with 136,674 recoveries 
and almost four thousand 
deaths. In the CARICOM 
member states, 42, 217 

confirmed cases, 28 ,855 
recoveries and 831 deaths 
have been reported.” 

In an overview of pro-
tocols for reopening of 
the borders, the CMO 

pointed out that a phased 
approach is being taken. 
In phase one, all inbound 
travellers to the federa-
tion will have to log on 
to the national website to 
complete and submit an 

entry form with required 
details. Phase two will in-
volve an expanded list of 
hotels certified to accept 
inbound travellers or tour-
ists with significant risks 
from hotspots. 

LOCAL NewS

COVID-19  Protocols  Must  Become 
Second  Nature  to  Us – PM  Harris
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“Some of the delays were naturally 
unavoidable, because specialized 

material had to be ordered.”

LOCAL NewS

The new police station vs the old police station

Newcastle Police Station for  
possible opening next month

By Monique Washington

The long-awaited, newly-
constructed EC$3.7 mil-
lion Newcastle Police 
Station is expected to 
be opened in less than 
eight weeks, according 
to the representative of 
St. James, Hon. Alexis 
Jeffers. 

The Project is funded by 
a loan taken by the Nevis 
Island Administration of 
EC$3 million and assis-
tance of EC$1 million by 
the Federal Government.

Speaking with the 
Observer on Tuesday, 
Jeffers said that the project 
that was initially sched-
uled to be completed by 
mid-2019 had a number 
of setbacks.

“The construction of 
the police station be-
gan in January 2018. 
The foundation was dug 
in December 2017. It 
was meant to be about 
an 18-month project. 
Obviously with any con-
struction there will be 
delays and there will be 

setbacks, and we experi-
enced quite a bit of delays 
and setbacks,” he said.

Jeffers pointed out that 
some of the delays were 
as a result of weather, 
and also, the purchasing 
of  specialized material 
that would have needed 
to be ordered in terms of 
the doors, windows, cell 
doors, and a metal, spiral 

stairway that had to be 
specially made.

“Some of the delays were 
naturally unavoidable, be-
cause specialized material 
had to be ordered.”

He noted that the final bit 
of construction that is left 
to be done is the construc-
tion of the perimeter wall. 
He added that some work 
had to be done on a ghaut 

that   borders the property. 

“We had to but some 
boulders along the entire 
length of that ghaut for 
us to secure the property. 
The construction of the 
wall should have started 
last week, but because 
of the weather condi-
tions it has been delayed . 
Construction of the walls 
should take three weeks,” 

he said.

Jeffers projects that by 
mid to late November, 
“we will have an opening 
ceremony.” 

“It was a massive project 
which required a massive 
amount of resources to 
be placed into the con-
struction, as in financial 
resources, manpower and 
otherwise .

He said that the project is 
one “that I am very proud 
of. Reasons being, other 
persons that would have 
expressed their opinion as 
to what should have been 
done in the first place, 
indicated that Newcastle 
didn’t need a police 
station”. 

“One has to understand 
the importance of hav-

ing the police station in 
Newcastle. There are at 
least three hotels in that 
area, numerous guest 
houses, numerous apart-
ments, a university, a 
seaport within the same 
community. There is the 
need of the presence of 
security,” he said.

Jeffers, who previously 
commented on the deplor-
able state of the old police 

station, said that the situa-
tion at the station is very 
vexing. He noted that the 
building was dangerous 
for human habitation.

“I made a commitment 
to the police that were 
housed in the old police 
station  that I will enhance 
or improve their living 
condition by providing 
them with a brand new 
police station,” he said.

In addition to the police 
station, there will also be 
a Fire Station unit that 
will service St. James, as 
well as the surrounding 
areas, an addition the is-
land has never seen .

“In terms of the fire ser-
vices, we thought it was 
visionary and a good idea 
to have included the fire 
section as a part of the po-
lice station. There will be 
fire officers housed there, 
both male and female, and 
a fire tender. It means that 
any incident that develops 
that requires urgent care 
by a fire tender, there will 
be one there in Newcastle  
that will be able to begin 

the work until additional 
back-up comes,” Jeffers 
said.

He noted, however, 
that the fire station in 
Newcastle will have a 
smaller version of the fire 
truck in Charlestown.

“It will not have the size 
of truck like what is in 
Charlestown.”

When questioned about 
the final cost, Jeffers said 
that in every project there 
are variations.  

“There may have been 
some cost overrun.  What 
it is I cannot say right 
now,” he said.

The Police station was 
constructed by Jasper 
Stapleton, the project’s 
general contractor; sub-
contractors, Lawrence 
Brandy for the electrical 
and Theo Wallace for 
the plumbing. Steadroy 
Pemberton is the Project 
Manager.



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday October 9th, 2020 NewSPage:4 NewSPage:4

The case for NHI

EDItOrIal

eDITORIAL

As of the writing of this article, globally, 70% of all persons infected with 
covid-19  had recovered.  Among those who had recovered were three 
illustrious persons: Boris Johnson, Jair Bolsonaro and Donald Trump.  

Despite their initial downplaying of the virus, upon infection, none of 
these three men would have been allowed to die from it.  They are, after 
all, the Prime Minister/Presidents of the United Kingdom, Brazil and the 
United States of America. Two of them lead countries, the USA and the 
UK, which are members of the G7. Thus, every available resource was 
used to ensure their survival.  Trump was cared for by a team of doctors 
and received cutting edge medication. Everything that could have been 
done was done, and rightly so.

Meanwhile, on the flip side of the situation, 3% of all infected persons 
(more than 1 Million) persons have perished.

We are heartened by the numbers who have recovered; and saddened 
about those who died.   But both statistics provide strong arguments for 
the introduction (where it is not available) and its universal access (where 
it is) of National Health Insurance, NHI. 

The introduction of an NHI is one of the promises made by the Team 
Unity Administration, and, as far as we are aware, the preparatory work 
has been done.  It will be expensive and will require a further sacrifice 
out of our pay package and may increase the cost of employment.  That 
is a small price to pay for the assurance that all persons will receive 
according to their needs, and the cost of health care is already high, 
taking almost 20% of the the recurrent budget annually.  Think of NHI 
this way: it is a way to pay forward for medical treatment.  One for all 
and all for one; and you, in your time of need, is the one we are all for.  

That is the essence of NHI.

During the pandemic, the TUG created a $120M stimulus package  that 
has been used for the greater good. That greater good would be enhanced 
with an NHI, and it may require a similar investment.  But Covid has 
taught us that it can be done. Other countries have done it, and so can we, 
drawing on the experiences of those countries that already offer NHI.

While death is inevitable, we can and must all help each other in times of 
medical need.  
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Peter Coury (L) handing over cheque to PS Keith Glasgow

NewS

David  Coury  &  Company  ltd.  
gives  back  to  Nevisians

By Monique Washington

The Alexandra Hospital 
in Nevis, along with 
the Ministry of Social 
Development and 
the Nevis Island 
Administration (NIA), 
were gifted with medi-
cal supplies and cash 
from David Coury and 
Company Limited out of 
St. Kitts.

The brief handing over 
ceremony was held 
on Monday  at the 
Emergency Operation 
Center at Long Point, 
Nevis.

Peter Coury, representa-
tive for the company, pre-
sented Dr Judy Nisbett 
with Oxygen concentra-
tors and non-contact in-
fra-red thermometers that 
will be handed over to the 
Hospital. Three months 
prior, the company donat-
ed cash to the Alexandra 
Hospital to assist in buy-
ing supplies.

Coury said that Nevis and 
its people have always 
been dear to the family, 
“going back to our par-
ents and founders, David 
and Josephine Coury.” 

“We wish you suc-
cess in coping with the 
COVID-19 with your 
medical team and all re-
lated officers who have 
so successfully protected 
our Federation. May God 
bless you all,” he said.

Dr Nisbett expressed her 
gratitude on receiving the 
generous donation. She 
noted that they are always 
grateful when businesses 
and private citizens part-
ner with the NIA in the 
fight against COVID-19. 
“The health sector can-
not do it alone . We need 
everyone. We need every 
single citizen on board 
doing their part, no matter 
how little it is, no matter 
how great it is, to assist 
us in this fight . I there-
fore thank David Coury 
& Company Limited for 
this very generous contri-
bution. Please take back 
our sincere thanks to the 
other members of your 
company,” she said.

Meanwhile, the company 
also contributed the sum 
of EC$2000 towards 
meals for the needy and 

elderly persons on Nevis.

“We have had a long and 
pleasant relationship, 
with both business and 
people in Nevis. We wish 
to extend this gesture at 
this very difficult time 
with COVID-19,” Coury 
said. 

Accepting the donation 
was Permanent Secretary 
in the Ministry of Social 
Development, Keith 
Glasgow. He extended 
thanks to Mr. Coury for 
the “very generous dona-
tion” and said that they 
plan to use it exactly as 
has been requested . 

“We are grateful to the 
company of David Coury 
for this very important 
donation that would go to 
the needy and the seniors. 
We are always happy 
when the corporate sec-
tor steps up to the plate 
and takes their social re-
sponsibility as seriously 
as the David Coury com-
pany is doing,” Glasgow 
concluded.
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Four Seasons (seen here from an aerial view) is set to reopen on November 1

LOCAL NewS

By Monique Washington 

The Four Seasons Resort 
Nevis will officially 
reopen its doors to in-
ternational guests on 
November 1, after being 
closed since late March, 
and promises its custom-
ers a thoroughly enjoy-
able stay, while following 
the COVID-19 protocols.

The hotel was closed to 
guests on March 25 when 
the Prime Minister, the 
Hon. Dr Timothy Harris, 
announced the closure or 
the twin-island borders 
to protect the Federation 
from the global pan-
demic. The hotel was 
able to maintain most of 
their employees up until 
August 1, when 410 of 
them were laid off. 

Mitchell Nover, Director 
of Public Relations and 
Communication at the 
Four Seasons Resort 
Nevis, said that the re-
opening is ahead of 
Thanksgiving and festive 
season. 

“Now, as the Resort pre-
pares to welcome back 
guests once again, they 
can expect the Four 
Seasons experience they 
have come to rely on in 
Nevis: luxury accommo-
dations spanning newly 

designed guest rooms and 
suites as well as more than 
50 spectacular private 
vacation rental homes; 
three infinity-edge pools; 
two miles of sugar-soft 
beaches with compli-
mentary non-motorised 
watersports; a Robert 
Trent Jones II champi-
onship golf course; a 
nine-court Peter Burwash 
International tennis facil-
ity; a variety of gourmet 
dining experiences of-
fering a wide range of 
fresh, locally-sourced and 
delicious food and drink; 
and a wealth of additional 

amenities and infinite 
perfect places to enjoy 
them.” 

Nover gave assurances 
that safety will remain 
the top priority for the 
resort’s guests, residents 

and employees. 

“As a result, Four Seasons 
has embarked on an en-
hanced global health and 
safety program, ‘Lead 
With Care’, providing 
ongoing, real-time guid-
ance on the evolving 
COVID-19 situation. 
While the Four Seasons 
experience may look dif-
ferent in this new envi-
ronment, it will feel the 
same. 

“As part of the new health 
and safety protocols all 
guests, residents and 

employees will adhere to 
a temperature check be-
fore entering the Resort. 
Employees will be wear-
ing personal protective 
equipment and all guests 
are asked to wear a face 
mask when in public 

spaces,” he said.

He added that in accor-
dance with the advice of 
medical experts and in-
dustry best practices, all 
guests (age 10 and above) 
will be required to wear 
a mask or face covering 
when in public indoor 
spaces on property and 
when receiving service 
while in their guest room. 

“Masks are strongly rec-
ommended for children 
age 2-9 years old. In some 
jurisdictions, additional or 
more stringent regulations 

on mask usage are man-
dated and must therefore 
apply. Our hotels adhere 
to the more stringent re-
quirements between Four 
Seasons Corporate Policy 
and local regulations.”

The resort official en-
couraged guests to look 
at the resort as new 
“schoolcations” and/or 
“workcations”

“With many schools and 
offices still on virtual 
schedules, Four Seasons 
Resort Nevis invites 
guests to study and work 
from home in para-
dise with our extended 
stay “workcation” and 
“schoolcation” programs. 

“As an extension of the 
Resort’s ‘Kids for All 
Seasons’ programming, 
the new schoolcation 
offerings provide kids 
remote learning support 
during school hours, fol-
lowed by a daily after-
school program that 
includes a variety of ac-
tive and educational ac-
tivities, including marine 

biology classes, cooking 
classes, tennis cardio, bas-
ketball, scavenger hunts, 
water aerobics, foot golf, 
botanical and monkey-
spotting tours, sandcastle 
building and more,” he 
said.

Yvette Thomas-Henry, 
Regional Vice President 
and General Manager 
of Four Seasons Resort 
Nevis  expressed her ex-
citement on the reopening 
and welcoming guests 
back to the resort.

“Whether simply seeking 
a much-needed change 
of scenery, a comfortable 
place to work or study 
from home, or the oppor-
tunity to come together 
for a missed celebration, 
our perfect paradise pro-
vides flexibility, privacy, 
security and, most impor-
tantly, unparalleled access 
to the authentic warmth 
and charm of Nevisian 
hospitality,” she said.

Four Seasons resort reopens 
November 1

The resort official encouraged guests to 
look at the resort as new “schoolcations” 
and/or “workcations”
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 Minister Brantley and Ambassador Lee collecting garbage 
from the beach

By Petra Mc Sheene 

Volunteers from the 
Taiwanese Embassy, 
Ministries of Environment 
and Tourism, and the 
Destination Council, 
participated in a beach 
clean-up last Saturday in 
an advance event to cel-
ebrate Taiwan’s National 
Day on Oct. 10. 

Volunteers from the em-
bassy cleaned up Friars 
Bay, while all other vol-
unteers cleaned Frigate 
Bay. The event was or-
ganized by the Ministry 
of Environment, Ministry 
of Tourism, Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and the 
Embassy of the Republic 
of China (Taiwan).
Ambassador Tom Lee 
expressed thanks to vol-
unteers who came out 
early to assist with the 
cleaning of the beaches. 
He stated that St. Kitts 
and Nevis is a strong ally 
of Taiwan, and in light of 

the pandemic, decided 
to cancel all other activi-
ties for Taiwan National 
Day except for the beach 
clean-up.

Minister of Environment, 
Hon. Eric Evelyn, gave 
high commendations to 

Ambassador Lee and his 
team for executing such 
an event. He stated that 
the initiative is a good way 
to start a great partnership 
with the Taiwanese, and 
the federal government 
with regards to keeping 
the environment clean. 

“What we saw this morn-
ing was a great opportunity 

to bond together, as dif-
ferent departments came 
together to clean the 
environment,” Minister 
Evelyn pointed out. “I 
have a very dynamic team 
from the Department of 
Environment, and we are 
ready to ensure that the 

environments in St. Kitts 
and Nevis are kept as 
clean as possible.”

Minister Evelyn further 
stated that his minis-
try wants to ensure that 
the entire surroundings 
of St. Kitts and Nevis 
are the cleanest in the 

region, so they have the 
commitment. 

Minister of Tourism, Hon. 
Lindsay Grant was unable 
to attend the event, as he 
was hosting a health walk 
within his constituency at 
the same time. Permanent 

Secretary in the Ministry 
of Tourism, Mrs. Carlene 
Henry-Morton was at 
the event, and gave brief 
remarks on behalf of the 
minister in which she con-
gratulated the Embassy in 
advance on their National 
Day, and stated that the 
ministry looks forward to 
continue partnering with 
them. 

Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, Hon. Mark 
Brantley stated that the 
government is grateful 
for the relationship with 
Taiwan, as it has been 
beneficial to both coun-
tries. Minister Brantley 
encouraged persons to 
continue cleaning up the 
environment as well as 
advocating and educat-
ing each other about the 
environment. 

Prime Minister, the 
Hon. Dr. Timothy Harris 
pointed out that the mat-
ter of planetary health 
is a key focus as far as 
international diplomacy 
and the United Nations is 
concerned. He expressed 
thanks to Sir Kennedy 
Simmonds for having 
established a relationship 
with Taiwan in 1983. 
Harris stated that one of 
the first areas that was fo-
cused on before diplomat-
ic ties were established 
was agriculture.

“Agriculture continues to 
be a critical core of the 
cooperation between our 
two countries. They have 
introduced a variety of 
fruits and vegetables to St. 
Kitts and Nevis. We have 
to continue to build up 
agriculture,” PM Harris 
stated in his remarks. 

He added that when the 
pandemic first hit the fed-
eration in March, one of 
the major concerns was 
the availability of food 
supplies. He pointed out 
that the emphasis on food 
now is not how much we 
eat, but what we eat. 

Prime Minister Harris 
once again congratulated 
Taiwan on their National 
Day. He applauded them 
for living by the values of 
democracy, and for hav-
ing moved from a posi-
tion of colonialism and 
predominance to now be-
ing among the top twenty 
countries in the world. 

Beach Sweep: Massive clean-up to 
celebrate taiwan Day

Minister Evelyn further stated that his 
ministry wants to ensure that the entire 
surroundings of St. Kitts and Nevis are the 
cleanest in the region, so they have the 
commitment. 

Ministers Evelyn and Brantley 
enjoy a light moment with Prime 

Minister Harris

A group photo after the beach 
clean-up
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Birthday Message to My loving 
Grandmother Edna Carty

Birthday Message to My Loving Grandmother 

Edna Carty

I will start by saying All Praise and Honor belongs to Jesus of Nazareth.  
Glory to God. Thank you, Jesus of Nazareth, for what you are doing in a 
time like this. Thank you for the life of my grandmother Edna Carty who 
we call “Aunty” being the rock that holds our family together. Without 
you, we would stumble and fall. You are our strength, and I will always 
be thankful for that. Your love for your family shines on your face every 
day, and that is a uniquely beautiful. You are not just my grandmother; 
you are one of my biggest role models and strongest support systems. 
I thank you for pouring into my life and always telling me to continue 
to rise and soar like an eagle. You glow when you can speak of your 
children, grandchildren, and great grandchildren. You love each and ev-
ery one of us with Pure Kingdom Love. It is a love that can never be 
replaced.

Thank you for showing me how to find strength in struggles and how 
to handle tough obstacles with a sense of grace and dignity. Thank you 
for when I was down, and my soul, so weary your encouraging word 
powered me.  Thank you for standing with me and raising me up, so I 
can stand on mountains. Thank you for raising me up to walk on stormy 
seas. My rock thank you for your shoulders that kept me strong. You 
raise me up more than I can be. All of my accomplishments belongs 
to you because you pour into me and make me the young woman that 
I have become. Your will power and determination to succeed through 
every battle now shines through me. Thank you for loving me for who I 
am. Thank you for believing in your faith. You helped me have a closer 
relationship with God and you always encouraged me to let his pres-
ence shine brightly. Thank you for being my number one fan through 

everything. Although you always know how to put a smile on my face, 
you also know how to put me in check. I am thankful for your honesty 
and always pushing me to achieve my absolute best. 

You are a selfless woman that will do anything for anyone, which is a 
trait that comes with such honor. You selflessly helped to mold me in the 
woman I am today, and I could never be grateful enough to carry some 
of the same qualities as you.

Lastly, thank you for showing me the true power of love. Your uncondi-
tional love taught me that love is the most powerful quality that humans 
can have. Love, and love alone, can heal any brokenness. Love can cre-
ate smiles, laughter, and strength. Thank you, aunty, for giving me a love 
that is so powerful that it is able to move mountains and mold me into the 
young woman I am today. You push me to follow my dreams and when I 
feel like giving up you remind me that they are in arms reach if I just try 
a little bit more. At this time, I would like to wish my grandmother Edna 
Carty a Happy and Wonderful 105 young Birthday and thanking God 
for extending and blessing her life. My scripture for you is Psalm 23. To 
God be the Glory……….

In His Master Services

Rev. Melva Carty
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By Petra Mc Sheene

Among the many events 
that are celebrated in 
the month of October is 
Mental Health Day. 

The St. Kitts-Nevis 
Association of Persons 
with Disabilities 
(SKNAPD) took part in 
the celebrations this past 
Thursday by donning the 
colour green, which rep-
resents mental health, and 
having a guest speaker 
come to discuss Mental 
Health.

Mrs. Mary Nurse-
Clarke, Secretary at the 
SKNAPD, is also known 
as a drama queen, and did 
a short skit about mental 
illness. Nurse-Clarke de-
picted a returning national 
who made a visit to the 

bank to withdraw funds 
which she’d been sending 
and discovered that there 
were no funds on her ac-
count. After realizing 

that all her hard-earned 
money was gone, she 
had a temporary nervous 
breakdown in which she 
attempted suicide. 

Pastor Jeremy Thomas 
spoke to members of 
the SKNAPD yester-
day at the Mc Knight 
Community Centre. In 

his brief remarks, he ex-
plained to the audience 
about the different types 
of mental illnesses. He 
informed them that some 
components of mental 

illness are mental disorder 
and mental distress. 

“We all have mental 
health, which can be posi-

tive or negative,” Pastor 
Thomas informed the 
keen listeners. “Mental 
illness affects how we 
think and how we react to 
situations.”

He further explained to 
them the facts about the 
COVID-19 pandemic, in 
which he stated that no 
one expected to have to 

adapt to the new normal 
of wearing masks each 
and every day. 

Vice President of the 
SKNAPD, Rockliffe 

Bowen, stated that Mental 
Health is a disability that 
no one pays much atten-
tion to, because there is a 
stigma attached to it. He 
stated that persons should 
be more tolerant on issues 
of mental health, as we 
never know what a person 
is going through. 

As part of the Mental 
Health Day celebrations 
with the SKNAPD at the 
Mc Knight Community 
Centre, Co-owner of Irie 
Jerk Restaurant and Bar, 
Mrs. Shaniqua Browne, 
took the opportunity to 
donate a forehead ther-
mometer to the asso-
ciation. The thermometer 
was handed over to the 
association by Browne 
and a supervisor at the 
bar, and received by a 
representative of the 
SKNAPD. 

SKNaPD Celebrates Mental 
Health Day

Irie Jerk restaurant & Bar Donates thermometer

Irie Jerk representatives making a 
donation to SKNAPD

Mary Nurse Clarke performing a skit on mental health
Pastor Thomas delivering his 

presentation

“We all have mental health, which can 
be positive or negative,” Pastor  

thomas informed the keen listeners. 
“Mental illness affects how we think 

and how we react to situations.”
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“the opening of the new school 
year saw teachers taking on 
new roles such as online  
instructors, recess and lunch 
monitors, and health  
screeners. “

LOCAL NewS

Education Minister, Hon. Jonel Powell

“COVID-19 is forcing us 
to rethink the  

education system” 
 - Minister tells  

nation on  
World teachers’ Day

By Petra Mc Sheene

World Teachers’ Day is 
celebrated around the 
world on October 5 each 
year. The theme for this 
year’s celebration is: 
‘Teachers: Leading Crisis, 
Reimagining the Future.’ 
The theme is quite fitting 
in light of the time of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

In his address to the 
nation, Minister of 
Education, Hon. Jonel 
Powell pointed out that 
teachers are recognized 
for their years of service 
during a ceremony held 

each year, and he reas-
sured the nation that the 
ceremony will take place 
in some form before the 
end of 2020.

“Teachers of all levels 
must be highly applauded 
for the many roles that 
they continue to play dur-
ing this time of crisis,” 
Powell said. “The issue of 
teachers stepping out of 
their comfort zones and 
assuming leadership roles 
is not only timely but 
critical, in terms of contri-
butions they have to make 

to provide remote learn-
ing to support vulnerable 
populations, to reopen 
schools safely, and to en-
sure learning gaps have 
been mitigated.”

Minister Powell pointed 
out that hundreds of 
teachers took the initia-
tive to use numerous 
online learning platforms 
as a means of continuing 
to engage students when 
schools were ordered to 
be closed for an indefi-
nite period of time. The 
Minister of Education 
further stated that from 
every school in St. Kitts, 

teachers took the added 
level of responsibility to 
train colleagues to teach 
online. 

“The opening of the new 
school year saw teachers 
taking on new roles such 
as online instructors, re-
cess and lunch monitors, 
and health screeners. Like 
nurses and doctors, teach-
ers have joined the front-
line in helping to contain 
the spread of the corona-
virus,” Minister Powell 
noted. 

He stated that it is diffi-
cult to imagine the future 
of education now without 
technology. St. Kitts and 
Nevis is among the lead-
ing Caribbean countries 
with investments in its 
digital foundation, most 
notably in upgrading its 
digital infrastructure, with 
a capable network to de-
liver broadband to gov-
ernment offices, schools 
and other public service 
facilities. 

“School closures pro-
vided the government of 
St. Kitts and Nevis with 
opportunities to close the 
digital divide between 
those who had internet 
access and those who 
had no access,” Powell 
asserted.  

“As teachers reimag-
ine the future, there is 
no better time to invest 
in courses, digital lit-
eracy and skills, and to 
enhance ICT connectiv-
ity within households and 
communities.” 

The Minister said that 
building digital skills and 
creating a local market 
for teachers will be criti-
cal for St. Kitts and Nevis 
to be competitive as a 
service-based economy. 

“While the country has 
fared well in terms of 
an emergency response 
to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, there remain key 
medium and long-term 
questions that need to be 

addressed in reimagining 
the future of education in 
the federation.”

Powell explained that 
questions include how to 
prepare the digital infra-
structure for an increase 
in demand to move 

education services on-
line; how best to prepare 
parents and educators to 
navigate the digital edu-
cation space, and how to 
transition from face-to-
face education delivery to 
online learning. 

“COVID-19 is forcing 
us to rethink the educa-
tion system, and it is clear 
that automation will play 
a significant role in the 
process of teaching and 
learning in the future.” 
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agriculture 
thriving  on  

Nevis  despite 
 COVID

By Monique Washington

Minister of Agriculture, 
Hon. Alexis Jeffers is 
“proud” of the accom-
plishments that have been 
made by the Department 
of Agriculture on Nevis 
during the COVID-19 
period.

On Tuesday, nine dif-
ferent divisions of 
the Department of 
Agriculture presented 
their quarterly reports to 
the public. The heads of 
the departments high-
lighted their accomplish-
ments, challenges, and 
outlooks for the upcom-
ing fourth quarter.

Speaking with the 
Observer on Tuesday, 
Minister Jeffers said that 
he is proud, and there 
is hope for the island’s 
Agriculture sector.

“Based on the numbers 
we heard, it tells me that 
there is hope. I felt proud 
listening to the accom-
plishments that we have 
had over the last quarter, 
but it doesn’t give me any 
reason to become com-
placent or to be comforted 
in anyway . Because the 
numbers suggest that yes, 
there is hope, also some 
scope or some avenue 
for additional increased 
production to take place,” 
Jeffers said.

Jeffers noted that the 
activity of the day is 
the revitalization of an 
activity that once was 
a frequent occurrence 
in the Department of 
Agriculture. 

Heads of the various divi-
sions under the umbrella 
of the Department of 
Agriculture reported on 
the accomplishments and/
or challenges they would 
have encountered over 
the past quarter, and also 
provided a roadmap to 
provide a report of what 
they plan to undertake, 
with a view of accom-
plishing in the upcoming 
quarter.

“What this was meant to 
accomplish, is to get an 
idea of what we would 
have done over the three 
months given this current 
pandemic situation, and 
given the incentives and 
assistance that was of-
fered to the various farm-
ers,” he said.

Jeffers said that the report 
will continue to take place 
every quarter. He noted 
that it is a way to provide 
accountability, transpar-
ency, and also a level of 
commitment  which is 
being exerted by the dif-
ferent divisions towards 
the overall goal in in-
creasing production and 

productivity. 

“We want the general pub-
lic to know what is taking 
place in agriculture, and 
what the department, and 
more so the Nevis Island 
Administration, is doing 
to boost  agriculture pro-
duction here on the island 
of Nevis. Once persons 
are armed with the infor-
mation, then they will be 
able to make decisions 
accordingly. It ensures 
that the department is ful-
filling its mandate to the 
Nevisian public,” he said. 

“The quarterly reports 
will be streamed world-
wide. Everyone will be 
able to get an idea of what 
quantity of the various 
products that we produce 
on the island of Nevis, 
to gauge and to sense 
whether Nevis is really 
committed to that tagline 
‘growing what we eat and 
eating what we grow,’” he 
said.

When it comes to the 
Agriculture sector, Jeffers 
said that COVID-19 has 
given them a chance to 
reflect, to reinvigorate, 
to reassess, to reestablish 
and retool.

“We need to do this in 
order to make us better 

in the future, as we go 
beyond this particular 
pandemic situation . I will 
say, it should not take a 

pandemic or a particular 
disaster to make us real-
ize that we need to be 
more self-sufficient and 

feed ourselves, and have 
some sustainability in our 
lives and livelihood,” he 
asserted.

Minister of Agriculture, Hon. Alexis Jeffers 
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The thermal equipment donated to SCASPA Retrofitting of the Arrival lounge

By Petra Mc Sheene

With the announce-
ment of borders being 
reopened on October 31, 
the St. Christopher Air 
and Sea Ports Authority 
(SCASPA) and Ministry 
of Tourism are working 
together to ensure safety 
protocols for visitors of 
the federation. 

On Wednesday, a

 media tour was held at 
the RLB Airport in order 
to view the retrofitting 
work being completed. 
Anthony De Silva, 
Chairman of Intertech 
Group of Companies 
based in Barbados, also 
took the opportunity to 
hand over thermal equip-
ment to SCASPA. 

In giving brief remarks, 
Minister of Tourism, 
Transport and Ports, Hon. 
Lindsay Grant, stated that 
the retrofits will be done 
in two phases. 

“Phase one involves the 
refit of the arrival area and 
the installation of sneeze 
guards throughout the air-
port, while phase two will 
focus on the retrofit of the 
departure area.” 

Grant explained that 
works in phase one in-
clude construction of a 
welcome centre to house 
passengers ahead of the 
medical screening, con-
struction of a medical 
centre, reconfiguration 
of the immigration hall, 
refitting of the arrival VIP 
Lounge, and installation 
of Plexiglas and sneeze 
guards throughout the 
airport. 

The Minister pointed out 
that Phase one is expected 
to cost in the region of 
two million EC dollars, 
and took the opportu-
nity to express thanks to 
his cabinet colleagues 
and the Ministry of 
Finance for their financial 
contributions. 

“COVID-19 has un-
doubtedly changed the 
way that we operate. The 
RLB Airport is certainly 
no exception,” Minister 
Grant said. 

In giving brief remarks 
before the handing over 
of the thermal equipment, 
Intertech’s Anthony De 
Silva stated that St. Kitts 
and Nevis deserves to 
be recognized for the 

successful job done, 
in terms of protecting 
citizens from the spread 
of the virus. De Silva 
pointed out that the en-
tire group of companies 
has a vested interest in 
St. Kitts, which is why 
the fifty thousand dollars 
($50,000) worth of equip-
ment is being donated. 

De Silva stated that the 
government has taken 
their time to understand 
the risks of reopening the 
borders, and put strate-
gies in place to minimize 
the risk. 

In responding to ques-
tions, Minister Grant 
pointed out that the 
Ministry of Tourism has 
been in weekly dialogue 
with carriers, and he 
disclosed that the first 
commercial flight will be 
American Airlines, arriv-
ing on November 7.

A trial run of the new 
airport operations will 
be done next Wednesday 
(October 14) with the ar-
rival of Ross University 
students. 

Airport being retrofitted for reopening 
-thermal equipment handed over to SCaSPa

Min. of Tourism, Hon. Lindsay Grant
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Nevis Postal Services 
hosting month of ac-
tivities to celebrate World 
Post Day 2020

 NIA CHARLESTOWN 
NEVIS (October 08, 
2020) -- Nevis Postal 
Services will join the in-
ternational community to 
celebrate World Post Day, 
on October 09, 2020. 

 Mrs. Rhonda Forbes-
Williams, Deputy 
Postmaster General, in-
formed that due to the 
COVID-19 protocols 
and regulations, the an-
nual activities had to be 
curtailed.

 “We usually have a 
month of activities but 
due to the COVID-19 
pandemic we have scaled 
down our activities this 
year. Our usual annual 
awareness march, cricket 
match and road relay 
have all been cancelled.

 

“We would have had our 
Primary School Lunch 
Sponsorship draw on 
October 05, which is to 
assist or sponsor a child 
for lunch. The names of 
primary schools would 
be placed in a draw and 
the wining school would 
be randomly selected 
by a customer. The win-
ning school will select 
the student to receive the 
sponsorship of lunch,” 
she said.

 From October 05 - 09, 
staffers are hosting a 
2020 Vision Radio pro-
gramme, sensitising the 
public on different postal 
tips, and fielding ques-
tions from the general 
public.

 Also on October 09, 
Hon. Spencer Brand, 
Minister responsible for 
Posts in the Nevis Island 
Administration, will 
make an address marking 
the occasion, and Mrs. 
Forbes-Williams will 
read a speech from the 
Director General of the 
Universal Postal Union. 
The Deputy Postmaster 
General further informed 
that the post office will 
have a T-shirt Day on 
October 09, when the en-
tire staff will wear World 
Postal Day T-shirts.

 As part of the usual 
World Post Day celebra-
tions, the post office staff 
will attend a service on 
October 11 at the Church 
of God of Prophecy on 
Craddock Road, starting 
at 10 a.m.

 One of the highlights of 
the slate of activities will 
be the annual nature hike 
on October 17. The hike, 
which is open to the pub-
lic, will start at 6 a.m. at 
the Long Point Port and 
end at the lighthouse.

 The month’s activi-
ties will culminate on 
October 31 with the an-
nual staff appreciation 
dinner.

 

“We’d like to show our 
appreciation to the staff 
for the hard work they 
have done during the year 
2020. During that staff 
appreciation dinner, we’ll 
be awarding the Officer 
and Postman of the Year, 
as well as take the op-
portunity to present the 
Primary School Lunch 
Sponsorship Award to 
the selected student,” 
the Deputy Postmaster 
General said.

For the entire month of 
October, postal items will 
be on exhibition at the 
post office.

 World Post Day is being 
celebrated this year under 
the theme “More than 
mail.”

END

 

Photo caption: Mrs. 
Rhonda Forbes-
Williams, Deputy 
Postmaster General on 
Nevis

Nevis Postal  
Services hosting 

month of activities 
to celebrate World 

Post Day 2020
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 Patricia Mary 
Nurse-Clarke

By Petra Mc Sheene

Recipient of the Medal 
of Honour in the field 
of Community Service, 
Patricia Mary Nurse-
Clarke, took time out 
for an interview with 
the Observer, in which 
she provided interesting 
insight as to where she 
started, where she is now, 
and where she is headed 
in the future. 

Clarke was born in 
Birmingham, England, 
in February 1964, and 
migrated to St. Kitts at 
an early age with her 
grandparents. She grew 
up in St. Peters and at-
tended the St. Peter’s 
Primary School, as well 
as Basseterre Junior and 
Senior High Schools. 

Clarke developed a 
passion for the elderly 
at an early age, as she 
would often go out in 
the community with a 
family member to sing 
along as he played the 
guitar. She also enjoyed 
tagging along with Mr. 
Alvon Parris as he played 
‘Nearga Business’ every 
Christmas.

Mary Nurse-Clarke is 
very passionate about 
many things such as 
community service, vol-
unteerism and helping 
the vulnerable popu-
lation, especially the 
differently-abled. She is 
very involved with many 
different community or-
ganizations, and she loves 
to dramatize as well. She 
is also the President of a 
drama club called Queen 
Bee, which often part-
ners with the St. Kitts-
Nevis Association of 
Persons with Disabilities 
(SKNAPD). 
She is the PRO for Silence 
No More, PRO for St. 

Peter’s Management 
Team, Shelter Manager 
and Asst. Manager for 
District 8 in NEMA, 
Second-in-command 
usher at the St. Peter’s 
Anglican Church and the 
Mayor of St. Peter’s.

Her passion never goes 
unnoticed, as she has re-
ceived many accolades 
over the years. In 1995, 
she was recognized by 
Youth and Community 
Affairs for outstanding 
contribution for humani-
tarian and community 
services. In 2000, she was 
honoured by the Faith 
Seventh Day Adventist 
Community Services, for 
outstanding service in 
areas such as helping the 
sick, feeding the hungry, 
providing self-service 
in times of disaster and 
counselling the youth. I

n 2004, she was pre-
sented with the 
21st Independence 
Anniversary Award for 
invaluable contribution 
to her community. In 
2018 she was awarded a 
certificate of recognition 
for successfully complet-
ing the project design 
and planning training for 
NGOs. 

Mary Nurse-Clarke has 
been working with the 
SKNAPD for over 10 
years and interacting with 
them has made her see 
and feel the love that they 
offer if given the opportu-
nity to. She stated that one 
of her main goals in life is 
to strive for equality and 
acceptance for persons 
who are differently-abled 
in the country. 

When asked what vol-
unteerism means to 
her, Clarke responded, 
“Doing the greatest good 

for the greatest number of 
people.”

Clarke is a strong sup-
porter of the St. Kitts-
Nevis Labour Party, and 
upon knowledge of her 
receipt of the Medal 
of Honour, there were 
few negative comments 
about her receiving the 
award under the Team 
Unity Administration as 
opposed to the Labour 
Administration. When 
asked about this, Clarke 
simply stated, “The only 
place you find success 
before work is in the 
dictionary.”

“It doesn’t matter when 
I received it, the point is, 
I know it is not political. 
I received that award be-
cause it was long overdue 
and well-deserved to me. 
I was not even looking for 
an award. I do things for 
blessings from God and 
not praises from man, but 
I know that there will al-
ways be talk. They spoke 
about Christ, who am I?” 

She expressed gratitude 
to the government on 
the award and feels very 
special and proud when 
persons recognize her 
and the work that she 
does. Clarke pointed that 
love is the main motiva-
tor for her working with 
the differently-abled, and 
wishes everyone could 
think the same.

The month of October is 
the celebratory month for 
a wide range of activities 
and awareness of key is-
sues such as Domestic 
Violence Awareness, 
Breast Cancer Awareness, 
Month of the Elderly, 
Week of the Deaf and 
Mental Health. 

Mary Nurse Clarke 

strongly feels each aware-
ness should somehow be 
incorporated in the school 
curriculum or activities, 
as the children need to 

be educated about such 
issues. She took the op-
portunity to invite per-
sons to be volunteers 
for the St. Kitts-Nevis 

Association of Persons 
with Disabilities, as there 
are many areas in which 
persons can volunteer. 

Medal of Honour  
recipient talks about 

Her Passions
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“The Federation benefits from this Golf Cruise 
programme not only in terms of raising aware-
ness amongst the French golf community, but 

also from features and articles in le Figaro 
newspaper.

LOCAL NewS

St. Kitts and Nevis enticing to  
French golf enthusiasts

Paris — French golf en-
thusiasts interest in expe-
riencing the virtues of St. 
Kitts and Nevis’ golf fa-
cilities is growing in mo-
mentum, according to the 
Federation’s Honorary 
Consul in France, Dr. 
David Doyle.

With international travel 
slowly picking up, the 
leading French weekend 
news anchor, Le Figaro 
Magazine, has launched 
a series of advertisements 
promoting St. Kitts and 
Nevis for its annual Figaro 
Golf Cruise programme 

for the Winter 2020/21 
cruise season.

“The Federation benefits 
from this Golf Cruise 
programme not only in 
terms of raising aware-
ness amongst the French 
golf community, but also 

from features and articles 
in Le Figaro newspaper 

and on its website, men-
tioning about the desti-
nation among Leisure 
travellers,” said the 
Hon. Lindsay F.P. Grant, 
Minister of Tourism, 
Transportation and Ports.

Le Figaro Magazine, part 
of the Le Figaro Groupe 
that publishes the French 
daily newspaper (reader-
ship: 20m per month), 
has operated a dedicated 
Caribbean Golf Cruise 
operation for five years. 
The most recent adver-
tisement features the 18-
hole Robert Trent Jones II 
Golf Course, Four, Nevis.

“We started negotiations 
with Le Figaro many 
years ago, for the inclu-
sion of the Federation 
for their leisure travellers 

who play golf whilst on 
their stay-over vacation 

on this dedicated golf 
cruise,” said Dr. Doyle, 
the Federation’s ambas-
sador to United Nations 
Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization 
in Paris.

This was subsequently 
backed by a successful 
Figaro Magazine media 
trip to St. Kitts and Nevis, 
organized by Dr. Doyle. 
The result was an eight-
page feature in April 
2015 on St. Christophe et 
Nièvés (a former French 
territory between 1625 
and 1713), which ex-
plored the virtues of golf 
activities on the twin is-
land paradise.

Le Figaro will continue 
its Golf Cruise pro-
gramme in the Caribbean 
in February 2021, to 
include the Federation 

of St. Kitts and Nevis, 
Barbados, St. Vincent 

and The Grenadines, and 
St. Martin/St. Marteen. 
The itinerary traditional 
includes a two-day stop-
over for approximately 80 
French golf aficionados 
to play golf at the Thomas 
McBroom Royal St. Kitts 
Golf Course and the 18-
hole Robert Trent Jones 
II, Four Seasons, Nevis.

More recently, Louët 
stated: “The courses of St 
Kitts and Nevis are im-
portant to include for the 
stages of the Figaro golf 
cruises in the Caribbean. 
Their layout and the at-
mosphere that reigns 
there offer what is most 
warm and welcoming in 
the West Indies. We are 
happy to be able to return 
there with French golfers 
from the year 2021.”
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NIA CHARLESTOWN 
NEVIS (October 08, 
2020) -- Work on a filtra-
tion system at Hamilton 
will continue from this 
weekend, seven months 
after the project was de-
layed due to the threat of 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

 Hon. Spencer Brand, 
Minister responsible for 
Water Services on Nevis, 
gave an update on the 
project on October 08, 
2020, when he spoke 
to the Department of 
Information of the latest 
development.

 “I am pleased to an-
nounce that this coming 
Saturday we will see 
some works commenc-
ing or continuing at the 
Hamilton water site. The 
general public would 
be aware that because 
of COVID the technical 
team from Lakeshore, 
one of the companies 
that we have engaged in 
to undertake the filtration 
system at Hamilton, was 
unable to travel to the is-
land of Nevis, and we are 
happy that they would be 
available to commence 
the actual connection 
of some of the filtration 
components starting this 
Saturday...

 

“We are delighted that 
we will be able to have 
these folks on island to 
do the necessary connec-
tion on the water filtration 
system at Hamilton. This 
we expect will last for 

approximately a month 
as a second team would 
follow shortly once they 
would have finished their 
work. Then another team 
would come and do some 
additional connection, 
and then they should be 
able to have this wrapped 
up in about a month’s 
time,” he said.

 Mr. Brand gave an insight 
into the nature of the work 
expected from the visiting 
technical team.

 “We expect them to be 
able to install the media 
for the filtration system 
and we also expect them 
to run the necessary tests 
and make the necessary 
checks to ensure that ev-
erything is functioning 
properly before we can 
connect the system to the 
water for the island of 
Nevis,” he said.

 The minister noted that 
the installation of the fil-
tration system forms part 
of a project to provide 
additional water for the 
people of Nevis. So far, 
a 400,000-gallon water 
tank has been constructed 
and commissioned, and 
flow tests on the Hamilton 
well, which is expected to 
be connected to the filtra-
tion system, have been 
done by the Nevis Water 
Department.

 

He expressed hope that on 
completion of the project, 

thousands of gallons of 
water would be added 
to the system especially 
in the Charlestown area, 
which would allow for 
the retirement of old wells 
in that area.

 

Mr. Brand noted that 
there are also additional 
plans to harvest water to 
satisfy the growing de-
mand for water on the 
island but they have not 
yet materialised due to the 
pandemic.

 “We also hope to embark 
on some new water drill-
ing throughout the island, 
and once again because of 
COVID, because of our 
financial constraints, we 
have not been able to pro-
ceed with that project. It is 
an initiative that we hope 
that we can have going in 
the new year because we 
recognise the demand for 
water continues to rise on 
a month-by-month basis.

 “We also recognise that on 
the island of Nevis there 
has been a significant in-
crease in farming, one of 
the spin offs of COVID, 
one of the benefits, so to 
speak, of COVID that we 
are now seeing more and 
more persons  getting into 
farming, and we have to 
make sure we have the 
necessary water available 
to our farmers to be able 
to produce the necessary 
provisions for the people 
of Nevis,” he said.

Work on water  
filtration system in  

Nevis to recommence
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NaPOlEON’S MINIatUrE 
EMPIrE-FOr 300 DaYS 

traVEl: Eric Mackenzie lamb

Located just over six 
miles from the province 
of Tuscany on the Italian 
mainland, the island of 
Elba has a fascinating his-
tory which, even today, 
few people know much 
about. 

In comparison to its 
neighbouring islands of 
Corsica and Sardinia, 
Elba is barely noticeable 
on maps because of its 
small size. But it’s also 
ruggedly beautiful, rela-
tively uncrowded, and 
easy for visitors to ex-
plore. And there’s much 
to see, from dramatic 
cliffs to tranquil green 
pastures, deciduous for-
ests, isolated beaches, 
small harbours filled with 
private yachts of every 
size and shape, as well 
as five star rated luxury 
hotels like the Hermitage 
Hotel (no relation to its 

historical counterpart in 
Gingerland). For nature 
lovers, almost every turn 
on the road presents a 
photo op. 

Yet, despite the island’s 
many natural attractions, 
few would dispute the 
fact that Elba’s major 
tourist draw is the man 
who, during the infancy 
of his military career,  
was once called Le 
Petit Caporal (the small 
Corporal), and who, 
through sheer determina-
tion, forever changed the 
face of Europe’s history: 
Napoleon Bonaparte.  

Born in Ajaccio, Corsica, 
in 1769, young Napoleon 
joined the military dur-
ing the anti-monarchist 
French Revolution and 
rapidly rose through its 

ranks as an artillery com-
mander. He was then 
promoted to the posi-
tion of First Consul of 
the French Republic, a 
position which gave him 
almost unlimited powers 
to change the constitution 
following a coup d’etat 
on November 9th, 1799 
, which he himself insti-
gated.  In 1804, Napoleon 
finally received his ulti-
mate recognition when 

he was formally crowned 
as Emperor of France by 
none other than Pope Pius 
VII at a ceremony in the 
historic cathedral of Notre 
Dame in Paris.

But, in the end, 
Napoleon’s ambitions 
didn’t come to fruition. 
His attempt to block 
France’s hereditary en-
emy, Great Britain, from 
accessing its colonies in 
India by invading Egypt 
resulted in a humiliat-
ing defeat by Admiral 
Horatio Nelson during 
the naval battle of the Nile 
on August 1st, 1798. 

Then came the Battle of 
Trafalgar on October 5, 
1805. In just five hours, 
the combined French 
and Spanish fleets were 
decimated by the British 

Navy. It was here where 
Horatio Nelson lost his 
life from being shot by a 
French sniper.

By this time, France had 
few friends and many en-
emies, including Britain, 
Prussia, Austria, and 
Russia. But this didn’t de-
ter Napoleon from invad-
ing Russia in the spring of 
1812. It turned out to be 
one of his biggest strategic 
mistakes. Not only did the 
Russian forces respond 
with unexpected ferocity, 
the French troops were ill 
prepared to withstand the 
onset of the Russian win-
ter. Thousands of soldiers 
perished from starvation, 
disease, and bitter cold. 
For Napoleon’s forces, 
retreat soon became 
the only option. After 
yet another defeat for 
Napoleon’s forces at the 

Battle of Leipzig, the final 
curtain was drawn: the 
Treaty of Fontainebleau, 
signed on 11 April, 

1814, whereby Napoleon 
agreed to surrender his ti-
tle and be exiled to the is-
land of Elba. On the same 
date, King Louis XVIII 
was formally restored to 
the French throne.

Nevertheless, Napoleon 
still benefited from some 
surprisingly generous 
conditions provided by 
his former adversaries. 
He could retain his title of 
Emperor, but only of the 
tiny island of Elba, which 
had a population of just 
12,000 inhabitants. He 
would be given an ornate  
palace  and several villas 
where he and his family, 
including his mother and 
sister, could continue to 

One of Napoleon’s residences in Elba, now a 
museum. Image by the author.

Image by the author.

Courtesy of Wikipedia.org
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live in lavish comfort. He 
would even be allowed 
to have his personal ser-
vants, doctor, and a mili-
tary guard of six hundred 
loyal soldiers- none of 
whom, needless to say, 
would be allowed to leave 
the island.

Even during his time in 
exile, and true to his na-
ture, Napoleon still kept 
himself occupied. He 
ordered and personally 
oversaw numerous infra-
structure projects, such 
as building new roads, 
draining marshes, boost-
ing agriculture, building 
mines, transforming a 
church into Elba’s first 
theatre, as well as over-
hauling schools and the 
entire legal system. Even 
today, many Elbans com-
memorate him by holding 

a parade each year on the 
5th of May, the date when 
he died in 1821 during 
his second exile on the 
isolated Atlantic island of 
St. Helena. There’s also a 
statue of him outside the 
Napoleonic Museum.

It was also during this 
period that some of the 
Emperor’s unusual per-
sonal habits came to light. 
He always carried a pouch 
of licorice flavored with 
aniseed which he’d some-
times take in the middle of 
a conversation. Snuff was 
another habit, although 
he never inhaled it. 
Napoleon hated the smell 
of fresh paint and would 
immediately move to an-
other villa if he detected 
even the slightest odor. 
And just as was the case 
during his final years in St 

Helena, he was addicted 
to hot baths and would 
frequently remain in the 
tub for two hours or more. 
Undoubtedly, this was 
Napoleon’s way of un-
winding from the effects 
of almost constant stress. 
At the same time, there’s 
little doubt that he’d also 
be thinking about his next 
move. In his own mind, 
it was his sacred duty to 
make France great again. 
(Sound familiar?)

Impatience and boredom 
weren’t long in coming. 
Napoleon also felt be-
trayed because, contrary 
to what had been prom-
ised, his former adversar-
ies never provided him 
with financial support 
while in exile, which had 
been one of the treaty’s 
conditions. How could he 
continue paying his per-
sonal staff and soldiers? 

The final straw came 
when Napoleon received 
a disturbing message 
through one of his own 
undercover agents in 
Paris: Britain and its allies 
were already making se-
cret plans to transfer him 
to St Helena. 

There was no time to 
lose. Napoleon began to 
assemble a fleet of ships 
which he would use to 
transport himself and his 
loyal followers back to 
France. After confiding 
his plans to his mother, 
she told him “Go, my 
son! Fulfill your destiny!” 

In the early hours of 
February 26, 1815, un-
der cover of darkness, 
Napoleon’s improvised 
fleet left Elba with 
1,150 loyalists onboard. 
Napoleon himself sailed 
in the brig Inconstant, 
which he had ordered to 
be painted like a British 
vessel in order to confuse 
any lookouts from the 
Royal Navy or its allies as 
they approached France. 

And it worked. Two days 
later, Napoleon and his 
followers landed on the 

Côte d’Azur and started 
their march to Paris, 
where they arrived just un-
der a month later.  Along 
the way, Napoleon was 
welcomed as a hero, and 
many more supporters 
joined his caravan. Upon 
hearing of his arrival on 
the French mainland, the 
authorities in Paris went 
into a frenzy and imme-
diately ordered the police 
to arrest him. But instead, 
when they arrived, every 
police officer knelt before 
him. They also revealed 
that the reigning mon-
arch, Louis XVIII, was 
hugely unpopular with 

the French military and 
that almost all of the coun-
try’s population would 
welcome Napoleon with 
open arms because they 
believed that his return 
would bring back much 
needed stability to the 
country. 

Napoleon and his en-
tourage marched trium-
phantly into Paris on 
March 20, 1815, only 
days after Louis XVIII, 
who had been warned in 
advance of Napoleon’s 
imminent arrival, had fled 

to Belgium. Napoleon 
again installed himself 
as Emperor and quickly 
moved to suppress those 
whom he considered his 
remaining enemies.  The 
result was the Hundred 
Days War, which finally 
ended with the battle of 
Waterloo and France’s 
disastrous defeat by co-
alition forces under the 
Duke of Wellington. 

As we say, the rest is his-
tory. And Le Petit Caporal  
will forever be part of it.

Image by the author.

One of many rooms inside Napoleon’s palace. 
Image by the author.
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By Monique Washington

 The Department of 
Agriculture is gearing up 
to host a series of activi-
ties to recognize World 
Food Day 2020, which 
has been dubbed “A Taste 
of Nevis”.

World Food Day 2020 will 
be celebrated next Friday, 
October 16, under the 
theme “Grow, Nourish, 
Sustain. Together.”

According to the Food and 
Agriculture Organization 
of the United Nations 
(FAO) World Food Day is 
a collective action across 
150 countries 

“Hundreds of events and 
outreach activities bring 
together governments, 
businesses, NGOs, the 
media, and general public. 
They promote worldwide 

awareness and action for 
those who suffer from 
hunger, and for the need 
to ensure healthy diets for 
all.

“World Food Day 
2020 and FAO’s 75th 
Anniversary is being 
marked during a very 
exceptional time as many 
countries are dealing 
with the widespread ef-
fects of the COVID-19 
pandemic.”

Director of Agriculture 
on Nevis, Randy Elliott, 
told the Observer that 
Agriculture will be creat-
ing an “experience” for 
patrons.

“The Department of 
Agriculture here on Nevis 
is known for creating ex-
periences for people. We 
will have a number of 
activities that will begin 

today (Friday October 9) 
at Rams, with a cooking 
and tasting demonstra-
tion. We will have our 
local chefs cooking local 
items, and patrons will 
be able to taste the final 
product.” 

Elliott noted that on 
Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday at the Cultural 
Village, various divisions 
of the Department of 
Agriculture will be there 
to serve the public.

“The abattoir will be there 
with 23 of their processed 
goods as well as the 
various meat selections. 
Fisheries will be there 
with fresh fish and lob-
ster; food vendors will be 
there, local nurseries will 
be there. The Department 
of Agriculture will be 

there selling our fruit trees 
and seedlings. So as I said, 
it will be an experience.” 

Elliott also revealed 
information on the 
Mixology class that will 
highlight Bartenders 
from around the island. 
Kamal Brown, Michael 
Hanley, Kurvan Wallace, 
Kendie Williams, 
Romeo Richards and 
Estalita Clarke will be 
particpating.  

Locally-made Clifton 
Rum will be used as the 
base rum, and bartenders 
will be asked to make a 
cocktail using, mango, 
soursop, tamarind and 
star fruit (Carambola) 
from the Nevis Agro 
Processing plant.

“Also on Saturday, we will 

be having the ‘Ministers’ 
Cook Off’.  The senior 
government ministers 
will be preparing mashed 
sweet potato and fish,” 
Elliott informed.

Activities for the week 
are:-

October 12 – Promotion 
at the War Memorial 
Square

- Minister’s address

October 13 –  Outreach 
day 

- Farmers’ Market 
at Beach Road 
(3pm- 5:30pm)
October 14 – Farmers’ 
Market (Government 
Road)
October 15 – Multicultural 
day 

- Farmers’ market 

- Chef masterclass

October 16 – Grill & Beer 
Friday  (Pork, Fish, Beef, 
and Chicken) - all meats 
are produced locally 

- Farmers’ market

- Chef masterclass

- Domino competition 

(all at the Cultural Village)
October 17- Old time 
Saturday (traditional food 
of Nevis)
- Farmers’ market

- Mixology class

- Domino competition

- Ministers’ cook off 

Department of agriculture to host  
“a taste of Nevis”



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday October 9th, 2020NewS Page:25ADVeRTISeMeNTADVeRTISeMeNT



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday October 9th, 2020 NewSPage:26 NewSLOCAL NewS



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday October 9th, 2020NewS Page:27ADVeRTISeMeNTLOCAL NewS



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday October 9th, 2020 NewSPage:28 ADVeRTISeMeNT

BASSETERRE, St. Kitts –- The im-
portance of citizens and residents 
adhering to the established protocols re-
lating to COVID-19, particularly as the 
Federation’s borders are expected to be 
fully reopened to international travel at 
the end of this month, is being reiterated 
by Prime Minister Dr. the Honourable 
Timothy Harris.

Prime Minister Harris said it is impera-
tive that the Federation maintains its sta-
tus as a low risk territory for COVID-19, 
as this will be one of the key attractions 
for persons looking to travel at this time.

In the latest Risk Assessment Level for 
COVID-19 that was updated on October 
5, the United States-based Centres for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
again listed the Federation of St. Kitts 
and Nevis among countries with a very 
low risk of contracting COVID-19. The 
Travel Health Notices advise travellers 
and other audiences about health threats 
around the world.

“Apart from our nationals, one of the 
reasons why tourists would want to 
come to St. Kitts and Nevis is because 
the government and people have done an 
excellent job in managing this country, 
and in that regard the country is a low 
risk destination,” said Dr. Harris. “Those 
who come to St. Kitts and Nevis would 
want to ensure that having come with 
their negative tests and having stayed 
for their planned time, they are able to 
return [home] assured that they would 
not have contracted the virus in St. Kitts 
and Nevis.”

In this regard, the Prime Minister again 
appealed to citizens and residents to ad-
here to the protocols and guidelines that 
are in place, particularly the internation-
ally accepted non-pharmaceutical mea-
sures, that can help prevent or minimize 
the spread of the deadly virus.

“In the COVID-19 environment, we 
have to ensure that persons are able to 
operate in a safe way,” said the Prime 
Minister. “The very actions we are tak-
ing to keep the country safe are also 
intended to keep you safe to be able to 
operate your business…and in order to 
sustain a high demand for tourist ser-
vices in St. Kitts and Nevis we have to 
keep COVID-19 in check and contain it 
so that we maintain our low risk status.”

The borders of the Federation of St. 
Kitts and Nevis will be fully reopened 
on October 31.

Federation’s low-risk 
status will make it  
attractive to visit
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BASSETERRE, St. 
Kitts –- A modern medi-
cal equipment pack-
age to aid in efforts to 
manage COVID-19 
risks was presented to 
the St. Christopher Air 
and Seaports Authority 
(SCASPA) by Innotech 
Services Limited to use 
when the borders of the 
country reopened to wel-
come visitors on October 
31.

The Innotech Group, 
based in Barbados, is 
a leading construction 
company operating in 
six Caribbean countries. 
Dasilva revealed that 
the group also has a lo-
cally registered company 
called Innotech Services, 
(St. Kitts) Limited.
Dasilva explained that his 
company was motivated 
to make the donation 
because they recognized 
the valiant efforts made 
during the past eight 
months, to manage the 
Coronavirus Pandemic, 
and to protect all citizens 
and residents in St. Kitts 
and Nevis.

“Please be assured Mr. 
Minister, that is neither 
the first, nor would it be 
the final testimony of 
our commitment to aid 
the efforts of the coun-
try and the fight against 
COVID-19, in particu-
lar,” said Dasilva.

Also present at 
Wednesday’s handing 
over ceremony were the 
Permanent Secretary in 
the Ministry of Tourism, 
Carlene Henry-Morton, 
Chief Immigration 
Officer, Mrs. Mercylyn 
Hughes, CEO of 
SCASPA, Mr. Don 
James, CEO of the St. 
Kitts Tourism Authority, 
Ms. Racquel Browne 
and senior officials from 
the Customs Department 
and other SCASPA board 

members.

SCASPAIncluded in the 
package are 34 TriMedika 
Non-Contact Medical 
Grade Thermometers 
and one HIK Vision 
Temperature Screening 
Thermographic Handheld 
Camera.

The equipment represents 
the latest technology in 
helping to detect temper-
ature levels of incoming 
passengers, at large facili-
ties such as airports.

Dasilva explained that the 
Temperature Screening 
Camera is designed to 
detect elevated skin-
surface temperatures and 
can be used for rapid and 
preliminary temperature 
screening in office build-
ings, factories, stations, 
airports, and other public 
places, with accuracy up 
to ±0.3°C.

Other features allow the 
camera to avoid direct 
physical contact with 
persons, and will detect 
a person’s skin surface 
temperature in one sec-
ond, while also captur-
ing photo of passengers 
from a safe distance. The 
device uses WI-Fi and 
Bluetooth technology to 
operate unmanned, while 
able to issue audio and 
visual alerts if high tem-
peratures are detected.

The medical grade ther-
mometers offer con-
nectivity and rapid 
transfer of patient results 
to an Electronic Medical 
Record in a range of envi-
ronments. They are oper-
ated without contact with 
patients or passengers.

During April to August, 
Innotech, working with 
other local stakehold-
ers, also donated some 
EC$150,000 in food 

supplies to vulnerable 
groups across St. Kitts.

In addition, Innotech, 
through an entity of 
its group, Prosource 
Limited, designed and 
implemented a project to 
transform the collection 
of solid waste in St. Kitts, 
providing garbage bins to 
all households.

“The Innotech Group of 
Companies has a vested 
interest in the wellbeing 
of St. Kitts and Nevis,” 
said Dasilva. He assured 
the Tourism and Ports 
Minister that his com-
pany is committed to play 
its part in the fight against 
COVID-19 and the over-
all advancement of the 
country.

“Mr. Minister, we are 
equally committed, and 
welcome any engage-
ment with the Nevis 
Island Administration, 
to establish similar lev-
els of cooperation and 
partnership, to provide 
equipment for the Vance 
Amory International 
Airport,” said Dasilva. 
“We are also interested in 
working with you, to pre-
pare Port Zante, when the 
time arrives for the return 
of cruise passengers.”

In recent years, Innotech 
has been involved in ma-
jor construction projects 
in St. Kitts, including the 
construction of the tem-
porary Basseterre High 
School complex, a labo-
ratory at Ross University, 
and the second cruise pier 
at Port Zante.

Innotech Services (St 
Kitts) Ltd has recently 
been appointed as con-
struction management 
consultants for the New 
Basseterre High School, 
to be built at Ponds Estate.

SCaSPa receives 
EC$50k in COVID-19 

monitoring equipment
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ST. GEORGE’S, Grenada–October 
7th,2020–The Grenada Floriculture 
Cluster Project, which was funded by the 
Compete Caribbean Partnership Facility 
(CCPF), began 3 months of horticulture 
webinar training on 1 October 2020.

The webinar training aims at increasing 
and developing the knowledge base of 
all participants to improve the level of 
production and the quality of the flowers 
produced by the sector.

The Flower Arrangers and Growers 
Association of Grenada (FAAGAG) 
and the Grenada Hotel and Tourism 
Association (GHTA) joined together to 
provide the necessary support and struc-
ture to benefit from the CCPF.
In collaboration with the Ministry of 
Agriculture and CCPF, these asso-
ciations are committed to introducing a 
more modern approach to the delivery 
of the horticultural product and also to 
contribute a more significant share of the 
nation’s economy.

In the recent introductory webinar ses-
sion, Anne Campbell, a member of the 
cluster and FAAGAG, expressed her 
happiness for the training, “Thanks for 
all the exploratory work…. the course 
outline has everything everyone wants 
and more!”

The FAAGAG is comprised of grow-
ers and arrangers throughout the length 
and breadth of Grenada. They range 
from micro to medium-sized businesses 
and represent a diverse cross-section of 
Grenadians including both males and fe-
males. The FAAGAG and GHTA have 
also reached out to TAMCC agricultural 
students and included them in this webi-
nar component of the project.

In total, 32 participants are expected to 
benefit from the training by December 
2020.

To improve the Grenadian horticulture 
sector, the Grenada Floriculture Cluster 
Project was started in March 2020. 
The project also received financial sup-
port from the Sandals Foundation and 
technical support from the Ministry of 
Agriculture.

Grenada is an exporter of several differ-
ent spices, most notably nutmeg, its top 
export and depicted on the national flag, 
and mace. Other major exports include 
bananas, cocoa, fruit and vegetables, 
clothing, chocolate and fish.
Being at the southern edge of the hur-
ricane belt, Grenada has suffered from 
only three hurricanes in the last 50 years, 
so is well-suited to growing flowers.

Not Just Nutmeg and 
Bananas: Grenada 

Getting Into Growing a 
Bunch Of Flowers.
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BASSETERRE, St. Kitts — The Cabinet 
of St. Kitts and Nevis is expected to be-
gin discussions on the Discounted VAT 
(Value Added Tax) Rate period for 2020. 
A discounted rate from the 17 percent 
VAT is typically offered in December 
to boost consumer spending during the 
Christmas and Carnival season.

“We will give it some consideration,” 
said Prime Minister Dr. the Honourable 
Timothy Harris in response to a question 
by a caller during the October 6, edition 
of Leadership Matters.

Policymakers have been focused on 
dealing with the ongoing economic and 
social fallout of the COVID-19 global 
Pandemic. October is a key month for 
St. Kitts and Nevis as the borders are 
scheduled to reopen in a phased way 
to regional and international travellers 
since closing seven months ago.

However, the prime minister said that in 
fairness to the public, who have become 
accustomed to the seasonal stimulus 
measure, he will allow formal discus-
sions on a reduced VAT rate at the next 
Cabinet meeting slated on October 12.

“I want to advise that we are in a diffi-
cult time where cash flows are limited 
and therefore the kind of benefits that we 
would have offered in a season of high 
inflows would not normally and could 
not be prudently be made available,” 
said Dr. Harris.

St. Kitts and Nevis enjoyed two 
Discounted VAT Rate Days in 2019. The 
VAT Rate offered on December 13 and 
21 last year was five percent.

Cabinet to 
consider 

Discounted 
Vat rate  

Period for 
this year
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