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By Monique Washington

The Nevis Tourism 
Authority (NTA), the 
Ministry of Tourism and 
the Ministry of Health are 
partnering ahead of the 
October 31 reopening of 
the Federation’s borders, 
to ensure that the island 
of Nevis is safe for both 
locals and visitors during 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

On Tuesday, the 
Ministries and the NTA 
launched a Campaign 
which has been branded 
“Today 4 Tomorrow”. 
The campaign is said to 
appeal to two audiences - 
locals under the theme “A 
Safe Nevis Depends on 
You” and tourists, under 
the theme “Responsible 
Travel Creates Healthy 
Destinations”. 

Billboards will be placed 
around the island, and 
an app will be created to 
inform persons on the 
COVID-19 situation.

Speaking at the launch, 
Chair of the Nevis 
COVID-19 Task Force 
Dr. Judy Nisbett noted 
that quite a lot of work 
has been done behind the 
scenes to get the island to 
this stage. She highlighted 
the fact that there are a 
number of training ses-
sions, preparation works 
are ongoing, training of 
health care workers, in-
creasing stock of personal 
protective equipment, 

and writing and review-
ing of protocols for the 
health sector has been 
undertaken.

“The reason for us col-
laborating with the Nevis 
Tourism Authority on the 
campaign launch is to re-
assure our nationals and 
our visitors that the island 
of Nevis is ready to wel-
come back visitors to a 
safe Nevis. Additionally, 
we treasure our people, 
and the campaign has 
a secondary message 
targeting our nationals, 
reminding them of the 
importance of practicing 
the non-pharmaceutical 
measures that will protect 
themselves and our visi-
tors,” she said.

The Premier of Nevis 
and Minister of Tourism 
and Health, Hon. Mark 
Brantley, also lent his sup-
port to the campaign. He 
noted that COVID-19 has 
caused a negative impact 
on the island’s economy 
and the reopening of the 
borders may be the only 
way to solve the issue.

“Tourism is the bedrock 
on which our economy 
is built. COVID, in ad-
dition to the tremendous 
economic crisis that it has 
created, started out and 
continues to be a health 
crisis as well. We have 
the added task of ensuring 
that we are not just open-
ing but are opening re-
sponsibly, and we have an 

obligation as government 
to our people living here 
and to our visitors, those 
who plan on visiting, to 
ensure that everyone re-
mains safe,” he said.

Brantley said that the col-
laboration between NTA, 
Ministry of Tourism and 
the Ministry of Health is 
“absolutely critical”, as it 
relates to the cross-minis-
terial approach. 

“We have a cross-minis-
terial approach in opening 
our border and a cross-
ministerial approach on 
keeping our people at 
home safe, and also creat-
ing a safe destination for 
those who will come to 
visit,” he said. 

As it relates to the cri-
ses being created by 
COVID-19, Brantley 
questioned “how do we 
get out of it?”

“We have to do so respon-
sibly,” he said. “We have 
to assure our visitors… 
who we hope will come, 
but we have to also assure 
those at home that Nevis 
is a safe destination, and 
that we are conducting 
ourselves in a responsible 
way .We recognize that 
there is no tourism with-
out health, and there is no 
health without tourism. 
Both go hand in hand. 
Both are critical,” he said.

 

LOCAL NewS

Premier Brantley speaking at the launch of the joint campaign 
on Tuesday 

“Today 4  

Tomorrow”:  

Joint campaign  

promises safe  

Nevis for all
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“The objective is to enhance the beach. 

The beach will be longer, wider and more 

appealing to the swimmers who visit the 

beach daily,” 

LOCAL NewS

Regiwell Francis, Gregory Williams, Hon. Grant, PS Carlene Henry-Mor-
ton, Dwayne Hector, Michael Hazel, Alexis Hazel

Officials provide key details about 
Beach Enhancement Project 

By Petra Mc Sheene

Last Friday, the Ministry 
of Tourism invited vari-
ous media houses to view 
the ongoing procedure of 
the beach enhancement 
project currently taking 
place at Frigate Bay. 

Gregory Williams of 
Trans-Global Engineering 
explained that the process 
consists of three phases: 
off-shore break water, on-
shore groins and beach 
nourishment process.

Minister of Tourism, Hon. 
Lindsay Grant informed 
the media that the project 
is an extension of work 
that has been ongoing in 
the past year with the strip 
development.

“The objective is to en-
hance the beach. The 
beach will be longer, wid-
er and more appealing to 
the swimmers who visit 
the beach daily,” Grant 
said. “This is one of the 
more iconic beaches, and 

we must do what we can 
to preserve it.”

Minister Grant further 
stated that after the work 
on Frigate Bay has been 
completed, work at Friars 
Bay will begin. The 

approximate cost for the 
beach nourishment proj-
ect will be 4 million EC 
dollars. 

The Tourism Minister 
pointed out that the big-
gest challenge they have 

had, and were still having 
at the Frigate Bay Strip, is 
the disposal of waste from 
bathrooms, which they 
are still working on. 

Grant stated that his 
ministry has been in 

discussions with the 
Marriott Hotel, and once 
the new bathrooms are 
completed, they want to 
ensure that they are envi-
ronmentally friendly. 

The owners and opera-

tors of the bars at the Strip 
have been informed about 
the works being done on 
the beach, so they could 
be in sync with what is 
going on. 

Alexis Hazel, owner of 

Rock & Dirt is respon-
sible for the beachside 
work of the Frigate Bay 
Beach Enhancement 
Project, in which his 
company is responsible 
for getting rocks from the 
Public Works quarry. 

Members of the media 
inquired about work be-
ing done on the Timothy 
Beach Hillside, and Hazel 
pointed out that a few 
years ago he purchased 
the land that was left, and 
decided to embark on 
implementing a marina 
to house mega yachts, as 
well as smaller ones that 
are owned by foreigners 
and locals who wish to 
have their boats out of the 
water for a while. 

Twenty-five villas will 

be built as well, and will 
be owned by CR Marine 
Developers, a company 
which was formed by 
Hazel and his son. The 
villas will be available 
for rental purposes once 
the tourism season has 
resumed.  

Hazel also took the op-
portunity to give an up-
date on the Old Road Bay 
Rehabilitation Project, 
in which he stated that 
the road is one hundred 
percent safer than it 
was before. He said that 
within the upcoming 
months, the asphalt and 
concrete would be added 
to the road and it will be 
opened, hopefully before 
December. 

Work being done on the strip
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Grow, Nourish, Sustain:  

WFD 75

EDiTorial

eDITORIAL

Today Friday, is the commemoration of World Food Day.  This is a 
day set aside by the Food and Agricultural Organisation of the United 
Nations, to bring attention to food production. In the context of all the 
challenges of 2020, this 75th celebration is particularly significant.

The Minister of Agriculture, Hon Alexis Jeffers, who holds the portfolio 
at the local and federal levels, said that food production, both plant 
and animal based has been increased. This is great news as it helps to 
stabilize our country and helps stem the hemorrhage of foreign exchange 
leakage. It also means that we, as a nation, are eating better and thus 
our morbidity burden could decrease. We say kudos to the farmers and 
backyard gardeners amongst us who have so positively responded to the 
call to feed ourselves.

As we move about the country, we see the evidence of an increased 
focus on agriculture. Several acres of idle lands have been brought into 
production. We witness a resurgence of banana and coconut farms, we 
see sweet potato fields, poultry farms, greenhouses and hydroponics. 
Yes, we still see loose livestock, but they are being corralled for meat 
production. And we still get fresh fish. Notice too, that we have also had 
a second mango season!

Along with its role as a farm, the departments of Agriculture have re-
focused and re-energised its extension role, and there is even talk about 
re-instituting the “Nevis model” of contract farming, except that the 
target is now the groceries as the hotels remain closed.  

Yet none of this success would have been possible without the blessings 
of the Almighty. Despite the overactive hurricane season – which is 

not yet over – we have been spared from the ravages of storms and 
pestilence. 

So as we celebrate WFD under the chosen theme “Grow, Nourish, 
sustain. Together. Our actions are our future”, let us add “ Praise and 
Thanks”.  



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday October 16th, 2020NewS Page:5ADVeRTISeMeNTLOCAL NewS

From left: Alaina Isiah of Saddlers Primary (3rd place), Winner Sanjana 
Bhoojraj of Deane Glasford Primary, and Tavia Williams of Newton Ground 

Primary (2nd place)

NewS

Deane  Glasford  Primary  wins  

Independence  Elocution  Competition
Cayon Primary Dethroned

Mr. Creighton Pencheon with the competition’s winner San-
jana Bhoojraj 

By Petra Mc Sheene

The finals for the 
37th Independence 
Celebrations Primary 
Schools Elocution 
Competition were held 
at the Antioch Baptist 
Church on October 9. 

The schools that com-
peted in the finals were: 
Maurice Hillier Primary, 
represented by Taijah 
Peats; Tucker Clarke 
Primary, represented by 
Shakalia Tatem; Dieppe 
Bay Primary, represent-
ed by Faith Richards; 
Saddlers Primary, repre-
sented by Alaina Isiah; 
Deane Glasford Primary 
represented by Sanjana 
Bhoojraj; ICCS repre-
sented by Reina Martin; 
Newton Ground Primary 
represented by Tavia 
Williams, and Cayon 
Primary represented by 
Mia Isaac. 

Participants were judged 
by memorization, diction, 
and communication, use 
of body, interpretation, 
overall effect and time, 
among other things. 

The guest of honour for 
the night’s event was 
Creighton Pencheon, who 
wrote the piece that the 

participants performed.

The piece titled ‘El 
Dorado’, speaks of how 
Kittitians and Nevisians 
leave their land of birth 
to travel to foreign lands 
- in particular to find ‘El 
Dorado’ in the United 
States. The piece also 
speaks of women leav-
ing their land to give to 
their children, as if they 
are no longer proud to be 
‘Kittivisians’. 

Creighton Pencheon 
gave a brief history of ‘El 
Dorado’ which he pointed 
out was written in 1989. 
He stated that the song 
was from an experience 
that he had in the United 
States. 

Daughter of the late, great 
Washington Archibald, 
Ms. Heather Archibald, 
did a presentation of a 
poem written by her, in 
which she spoke of her 
love for her country. 

Each participant gave an 
exceptional performance 
and was given a certificate 
of participation presented 
by Minister of Education, 
Hon. Jonel Powell. Chief 
Judge, Clair Pemberton 

gave high commenda-
tions to each participant 
for their performances, 
and to the writer of the ca-
lypso song, as it remains 
one of the country’s most 
popular. 

Deane Glasford Primary 
School won with 47 
points, Newtown Ground 
Primary placed sec-
ond with 44 points and 
Saddlers Primary School 
placed third with 43 
points,. 

In his closing remarks, 
Permanent Secretary in 
the Ministry of Education, 
William Vincent Hodge, 
pointed out that years ago 
when he started at the 
ministry, he realized that a 
lot of young persons were 
not actively involved in 
the Independence cel-
ebrations, so he decided 
to form a sub-committee 
for schools, that would in-
volve planning activities 
intended to engage the 
young children. 

The judges for the com-
petition were Clement 
‘Monarch’ O’Garro, 
Carlene Henry-Morton 
and Clair Pemberton. 
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By Monique Washington 

The Nevis Veterinarian 
Service is now planning 
to step into the world of 
artificial insemination of 
goat does (female goats) 
in just a couple of weeks, 
to amend breed improve-
ment on the island.

Though this will be the 
first time Nevis embarks 
on such a project, islands 
throughout the Caribbean 
have already begun to 
artificially inseminate a 
number of their livestock.

 

In 2015, the Food and 
Agriculture Organization 
of the United Nations 
(FAO) took an active role 
in improving the produc-
tion and productivity of 
livestock development in 
the Caribbean. According 

to the FAO, this was done 
“through the provision of 
practical training work-
shops on small ruminant 
breeding technologies, 
with a focus on artifi-
cial insemination (AI) in 

goats.”

“The FAO is also lend-
ing support to the work 
of the Inter-American 

Institute for Cooperation 
in Agriculture (IICA) in 
AI in sheep, in Barbados. 
Many goat and sheep 
farmers in the region 
repeatedly say that they 
face enormous difficulty 

in obtaining high quality 
breeding animals for their 
herds, due to the consid-
erable expense and risk 
involved in importing live 

animals from overseas 
and from other Caribbean 
countries.”

Islands that have already 
began AI are Trinidad, 
Grenada, Barbados and 

Jamaica.

Speaking during the de-
livery of the Department 
of Agriculture’s quarterly 

report, Dr Ambrose James 
of the Nevis Veterinarian 
Service, revealed their 
plans on launching a pilot 
insemination program.

“Breed improvement is 
always a priority in live-
stock production, and one 
way in which this can be 
achieved is through arti-
ficial insemination .We 
propose to select one 
farmer from each district, 
and then carefully select 
five does from each herd 
to be a part of this pilot 
project . Once success-
ful, this project will be 
distributed island-wide, 
and then eventually arti-
ficially insemination in 
goats will be an additional 
service provided by our 
division,” he said.

New Mexico State 
University describes 
the process of artificial 

insemination as: “frozen 
semen from a buck is de-
frosted and inserted into 
the cervix of a doe in heat. 
Goats conceived by AI 
look and act just like other 
goats.”

James told the Observer 
that some of the reasons 
why AI was considered, 
were to reduce the cost 
of maintaining bucks, 
increase the number of 
females that can breed at 
one time, and improve the 
genetics of the goat. He 
added that the project is 
just about 70% ready.

“We are waiting on a few 
more drugs to do what 
we call synchronization 
of the animals and we 
should be ready. We will 
begin within this month,” 
he disclosed.  

Nevis Vet Service moves into 

artificial insemination

“Breed improvement is always a 

priority in livestock production, 
and one way in which this can be 

achieved is through artificial in-

semination 
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By Petra Mc Sheene 

On this week’s edition 
of Leadership Matters, 
Commissioner at the 
Department of Labour, 
Shernel James, assured 
the nation that there 
are jobs available. She 
pointed out that the 
Department of Labour on 
both St. Kitts and Nevis 
are the principal agencies 
responsible for the ex-
ecution and coordination 
of all labour administra-
tion functions, creating 
a harmonious working 
relationship between both 
workers and management 
in a number of ways. 

“The areas in which the 
Department of Labour 
operates include employ-
ment service, occupa-
tional safety and health, 
labour inspection, labour 
research and statistics, 
social protection, inter-
national relations, public 
education, advisory ser-
vice, and administration 

and finance,” James 
explained. 

She noted that the 
Department of Labour 
matches suitable job seek-
ers with employers based 
on their skill set and their 

emotional and social in-
telligence. Jobs presently 
available include a forklift 
driver, landscapers, retail 
replenishers, cashier, re-
tail supervisor, market-
ing agent and cleaner. 
Interested job seekers 
are asked to contact the 
Department of Labour. 

“The other area under 
employment include 

the Canada Caribbean 
Agriculture seasonal 
workers program and the 
agriculture stream.” 

Presently there are 39 
workers in Canada from 
St. Kitts and Nevis, 20 of 

whom are on a two-year 
contract which began in 
2019 and ends in 2021. 
These 20 workers are em-
ployed on a medical mari-
juana farm.  19 workers 
joined the program this 
year on a three-month 
contract, 14 workers con-
tracts’ were extended for 
an additional six months 
to one year, and 7 will 
be repatriated back to St. 
Kitts tomorrow, October 
17. 

Commissioner James 
noted that due to the 
global pandemic and the 
closure of the borders, 
many industries were 
forced to close. The most 
affected areas were the 
Hotel and Tourism Sector 

and the Manufacturing 
Sector. A number of small 
businesses were also im-
pacted and had to close 
operations.

“As of the 12th of 
October, the total number 
of claims received at the 
Department of Labour 
is 1855. The department 
has been working tire-
lessly during the weeks to 
process these claims. To 
date we have processed at 

least 620 of these claims, 
and these are persons who 
were employed in the ho-
tel and tourism sector, as 
they were the most affect-
ed workers and are still 
presently out of a job.” 

The severance payment 
fund was infused by the 
government with 11.1 
million dollars, and to 
date approximately 250 
claims have been paid 
out. 

Commissioner James 
stated that they are still 
going through the process, 
as they would have real-
ized that there is the need 
to ensure there is clarity, 
and also to ensure that the 
claims meet the require-
ments. Additional steps 
were added based upon 
the recommendations of 
the Director of Audit, and 
so it takes a longer time 
to ascertain when a claim 
will be received. 

“The processing of claims 

include documentation of 
claim and case validity. 
The claim is then inves-
tigated, and once that 
is done using the social 
security contribution 
statement it is calculated, 
and after the calcula-
tion process, the claim is 
verified by a verifier at the 
Department of Labour,” 
James explained. 

James further stated that 
once the claim has been 
verified in accordance 
with the law, the claim is 
approved by the Labour 
Commissioner. The 
claims then go through 
further verification by 
the Ministry of Finance, 
then to the Accountant 
General, where it is further 
verified. The claim then 
goes through the ITMS 
System, and payments are 
made by cheque. 

James noted that the pro-
cess is manual and takes 
time, and extended apolo-
gies to persons who were 
yet to receive payments 
from claims made in May. 

“Jobs available” 
- Labour Commissioner assures

“The other area under employment 
include the Canada Caribbean Agri-

culture seasonal workers program 
and the agriculture stream.”

Labour Commissioner Shernel James
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A strong CBI Programme aims to:

• Create job opportunities
• Upgrade the interior airport terminal building
• Complete the construction of the Old Road Bay realignment project
• Install a new runway and lighting at the RLB International Airport
• Construct more hotels
• Construct better roads
• Construct the bus terminals
• Complete the second cruise pier
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PS Carlene Henry-Morton and PS Ron Collins with Minister Lindsay Grant 

By Petra Mc Sheene 

At an event held at the 
Eco Park last Saturday, 
the Ministry of Tourism 
in collaboration with the 
Ministry of Agriculture 
launched the first annual 
backyard garden com-
petition, which stemmed 
from the Best Village 
Competitions. 

The competition con-
sists of three categories, 
namely landscaping, or-
namentals and vegetable 
production. In his open-
ing remarks, Director 
of the Department of 
Agriculture, Melvin 
James, commended all 
the participants. 

Minister of Agriculture, 
the Hon. Alexis Jeffers 
was unable to make the 
event, so Permanent 
Secretary Ron Collins 
delivered brief remarks 
on his behalf. He encour-
aged persons to support 
the initiative and get 
involved in backyard 
gardening. He stated that 
backyard gardening has a 
long tradition of offering 
great potential to improve 
household food security 
and alleviate micronutri-
ent deficiencies. 
“These backyard gardens 
can serve as an additional 
source of food for our 
families, and so we en-
courage involvement by 

all,” Collins said. “The 
initiative is especially im-
portant in this COVID-19 
time of great challenge, 
where income-earning 
opportunities have been 
seriously threatened.”

Honourable Lindsay 
Grant, Minister of 
Tourism, announced that 
the Eco Park was offi-
cially handed over to the 
Government of St. Kitts-
Nevis in January of this 
year, and is co-managed 
by the Ministries of 
Tourism and Agriculture. 
Grant stated that the facil-
ity is another tangible ex-
pression of the generosity 
of the people of China and 
the two nations’ enduring 

friendship, mutual com-
mitment and support. 

Grant explained that con-
tinuing work on the Eco 
Park includes expanding 
on more diverse food and 
production. The restau-
rant is 85 percent com-
plete, and the children 
area with swings, monkey 
bars and slides will be lo-
cated close by. 

“We are in the very early 
stages of constructing 
exhibits that deliver up-
close, immersive expe-
riences for our guests. 
Space has been cleared 
for an enclosed butterfly 
sanctuary, a see-through 
fibre glass fish tank and 

other animal enclosures 
for feeding and petting 
will follow shortly.”

Minister Grant further 
stated that tours of the 
Eco Park will tell stories 
of food security, self-
sufficiency and resilience. 
The design for the replica 
3D sugarcane field exhib-
its are close to comple-
tion, and the layout for 
8-10 retail outlets is being 
finalized. 
Grant announced that his 
ministry is preparing to 
rollout a comprehensive 
marketing plan that will 
ensure that the Eco Park 
will be on practically ev-
ery tour itinerary. 

“The COVID-19 pan-
demic and the subsequent 
closure of our borders 
has underscored the need 
to promote and practice 
basic self-sufficiency 
and to adopt healthier 
lifestyles. Many persons 
have begun home gar-
dening projects, utilizing 
yard and veranda spaces 
to grow fruits, vegetables, 
tea bushes and to enhance 
the surroundings.” 

The competition was 
declared officially open 
by Permanent Secretary 
of Ministry of Tourism 
Carlene Henry-Morton 
and Permanent Secretary 
of Ministry of Agriculture 
Ron Collins. 

Tourism Ministry Launches  
Backyard Garden Competition
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By Monique Washington

The Chair of the 
COVID-19 Task Force on 
Nevis, Dr Judy Nisbett, 
confirmed that the last 
active case of COVID 19  
has tested negative, and 
has been released from 
isolation. Thus, there is 
currently zero active cas-
es in the twin islands.

On Monday, during the 
Emergency Operation 
Centre Press Conference, 
Dr Nisbett informed that 
there are 33 persons cur-
rently in quarantine. 410 
persons tested - 404 tested 
negative, six tested posi-
tive, no results pending, 
no persons in isolation, 
six total recovered cases. 
St .Kitts and Nevis had a 
total of 19 cases with 19 
recoveries.

Dr. Nisbett highlighted 
reasons why they were 

able to control the spread 
of COVID.

“With closure of our bor-
ders, and then with the 

controlled entry of mainly 
citizens and residents, we 
have been able to prevent 
widespread transmission 
in our population,” she 
said. 

Dr. Nisbett said that with 
borders reopening in a 
matter of days, the popu-
lation should protect it-
self, and be reminded of 

what has kept them safe. 

“Our borders will reopen 
(October 31) and I appeal 
to you to continue to use 
the proven tools to protect 
yourselves, and also to 

protect others such as the 
vulnerable amongst us - 
the grandparents, great 
aunts, great uncles and 
other elderly persons in 

our families and our com-
munities. Also persons 
with underlying condi-
tions such as chronic ill-
ness like diabetes, high 
blood pressure etc,” she 
advised. 

Dr. Nisbett cautioned that 
the “young and strong” 
individuals can become 

critically ill from the virus 
and can even die, “as we 
have seen in other coun-
tries around the world.”

“In the health sector we 
will continue to do our 

part. We appeal to you to 
do your part.” 

The Federation has been 
designated by the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC)  as a 
destination with no travel 
health notice and a “very 
low risk” of COVID-19 
transmission. St. Kitts 
and Nevis is among 
10 Caribbean coun-
tries that now have that 
designation. 

The United Kingdom has 
also advised its residents 
that it is safe to travel to 
the Federation. Officials 
advised individuals enter-
ing or returning to the UK 
from St. Kitts and Nevis 
that they may be required 
to follow additional UK 
border measures which 
may include self-isolation 
for 14 days.

Dr. Judy Nisbett

“With closure of our borders, and then 
with the controlled entry of mainly 

citizens and residents, we have been 

able to prevent widespread transmis-

sion in our population,” she said. 

Zero active  
COVID cases 
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Walters’ fate was sealed on 

May 3, 2019, when it took the 
12-member jury just two hours 
to convict the then-26-year-old 
man of the gruesome murder 

LOCAL NewS

Reese Walters leaving court after the decision

Teen’s killer 
to be  

sentenced  

on Monday

By Monique Washington

Convicted murderer 
Reece Walters will face 
Justice Ermin Moise at 
the Theodore Hobson 
QC High Court in 
Charlestown on Monday, 
where he will receive a 
sentence, ranging from 25 
years to life, for his role in 
the death of 15-year-old 
Shante Claxton of Jessups 

Village.

Walters’ case went to trial 
in April 2019, and Director 
of Public Prosecution 
Valston Graham called 
17 witnesses to testify on 
behalf of the prosecution. 
Witnesses included the 
deceased teen’s mother, 
her grandfather, a foren-
sic pathologist, a Medical 
examiner and police of-
ficers. In addition to the 
witnesses, DNA evidence 
was produced, which 
included a used condom 

and DNA from the nails 
of Claxton.

Shante Claxton at-
tended the Charlestown 
Secondary School and 
was preparing to enter 
4a1. In 2014, the teenager 
had left her family home 
and headed to church. 
When she didn’t attend 
service nor return home, 
police and relatives set out 

in search of her.

Walters, of Cotton 
Ground, was later taken 
into custody when he 
admitted to meeting the 
girl at the St. Thomas’ 
Primary School. Claxton 
was found dead on the 
floor of the school’s 
bathroom.

Pathologist Dr Valery 
Alexandrov testified 
that Claxton’s death was 
caused by manual stran-
gulation. He noted that 

this could have only been 
caused by someone plac-
ing their hands around her 
neck and cutting off her 
oxygen. 

Walters’ fate was sealed 
on May 3, 2019, when it 
took the 12-member jury 
just two hours to convict 
the then-26-year-old man 
of the gruesome murder 

On Wednesday, The 
Observer spoke with 
Errol Claxton, the father 
of Shante Claxton, who 
noted it is hard for him to 
speak about his daughter.

“It has been six years 
since she has passed. This 
sentencing is way over-
due. He (Walters) took 
away someone from me; 
that I will never see again. 
He took away someone 
from me. No one knows 
how I feel,” he said.

When questioned if he 
would be in court for the 
sentencing, Mr. Claxton 
said yes, “It might… 
might bring some peace 
for me.”

Walters has been at Her 
Majesty’s Prison while he 
awaits sentencing. 
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Prime Minister Dr. the Hon. Timothy Harris and Commissioner of Police, 
Mr. Hilroy Brandy pictured with officers of the Royal St. Christopher and 

Nevis Police Force.

BASSETERRE, St. 
Kitts — Relative calm 
and peace is continuing 
in St. Kitts and Nevis 
throughout the year, as the 
Federation has recorded 
a significant decline in 
reported crimes for the 
period of January 1 to 
October 13, compared 
with the corresponding 
period in 2019.

Prime Minister and 
Minister of National 
Security, Dr. the 
Honourable Timothy 
Harris, addressed the 
October 15, sitting of the 
National Assembly under 
the section ‘Statement by 
Ministers’ on the Order 
Paper.

“For the period January 
1 to October 13, the total 
reported crimes in the 
Federation stood at 781, 
representing a significant 
27 percent decline when 
compared with the same 
period in 2019,” said 
Hon Dr. Harris. “This re-
duction comes against a 
backdrop of a significant 

decline of 404 crimes 
or a similar 27 percent, 
achieved in 2019, when 
compared with the same 
period in 2018.

“This is good news as 
total major crimes are de-
clining year on year,” said 
the Prime Minister. “Our 
Country is safer thanks to 
the sound policy and hard 
work of the Government, 
the security agencies, the 
judiciary and our people. 
The diminution in gang 
conflict as a consequence 
of the Peace Initiative, our 
build out of the Explorers 
Club and more effective 
policing that is intelli-
gence-based is among the 
factors responsible for our 
dramatic success in law 
and order.”

A breakdown of the crime 
statistics for the year 
shows that the number of 
homicides for 2020 stands 
at seven. This represents 
a reduction of five, or 42 
percent, when compared 

with the same period last 
year.

“There was one incident 
of Shooting At With Intent 
recorded this year,” said 
Dr. Harris. “There were 
four in both 2018 and 
2019, which translates to 
a 75 percent reduction in 
2020 so far. There were 
three reports of Attempted 
Homicides for 2020 — a 
significant reduction of 80 
percent when compared 
with the same period last 
year. Additionally, the of-
fence of Robbery record-
ed a significant decline of 
53 percent for this year 
compared with last year. 
This crime reduced from 
40 to 19.

“The scorecard on ma-
jor crimes provides the 
hard evidence that we 
are making progress in 
law and order,” contin-
ued Dr. Harris. “We still 
have a journey to go Mr. 
Speaker; the Federation is 
experiencing significant 
improvement in law and 
order, safety and security.”

Federation records  

significant  
improvements in law 

and order
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Murder  
accused to 
face judge 

and jury
By Monique Washington

Jamaican national Alston 
Mark Phillips will face 
a judge and jury this 
criminal assizes, and will 
answers to the charge of 
murder of his ex-wife’s 
friend, Lydia Jacobs.

In June of 2017, Phillips 
was charged with murder 
and two counts of at-
tempted murder.

Thirty-seven-year-old 
Jacobs, who lived in 
Church Ground, was shot 
on June 2 by an assailant 
after a friend  dropped 
her home. She was trans-
ported to the Alexandra 
Hospital where she was 
later pronounced dead. 
Phillips was taken into 
police custody the night 
of her death.

Phillips is represented by 
Defence Attorney Brian 
Barnes, and will face 
a judge and jury in the 
Nevis Criminal Assizes 
this cycle. The assizes will 
be held at the Theodore 
Hobson QC High Court 
in Charlestown.

Other cases of mur-
der, rape, possession of 

firearm, embezzlement 
and manslaughter are also 
scheduled to be heard dur-
ing this assizes. A number 
of persons from previous 
assizes will also receive 
their jail sentences. All 
cases will be heard before 
Justice Ermin Moise 

Facing judge and jury this 
assizes will be Loston 
Allan Nisbett, who was 
charged with Possession 
of Firearm in 2017. 
Nisbett was allegedly 
found with a Smith and 
Wesson 40mm pistol in 
April 2017. Eight wit-
nesses are scheduled to 
testify in court

Sherman Sinclair will 
also face judge and jury. 
He was charged with 
Unlawful and Malicious 
setting of fire. Seven wit-
nesses are scheduled to 
testify

Kemo Sancho will have 
his time in court after be-
ing charged with wound-
ing with intent. Kereece 
Archibald was charged 
with Embezzlement by 
the servant and will have 
to answer to her charge. 
Augustus Freeman was 
charged with murder or 

the lesser count of man-
slaughter of 19-year-old 
Cleon Browne in 2018.

Travonne Bryant will also 
face the court after receiv-
ing seven charges stem-
ming from a 2018 drug, 
gun and ammunition 
bust at the Vance Amory 
International Airport. 
Bryant and his brother 
had initially received a 
combined 22 charges 
from both customs and 
police, as it related to the 
bust. Charges have since 
been dropped against the 
brother. 

A collaborative effort 
between The Royal St. 
Christopher and Nevis 
Police Force and Her 
Majesty’s Customs and 
Excise confiscated one 
.357-caliber revolver 
with ammunition inside a 
DVD player, while sever-
al packages of a substance 
suspected to be cocaine 
were concealed in what 
appeared to be a colour-
ing set.

Bryant will be represent-
ed by defence attorney, 
Chesley Hamilton.

Alston Phillp to stand trial for murder
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By Petra Mc Sheene

World Postal Day is 
celebrated annually on 
October 9, and the global 
theme for this year’s cel-
ebrations was ‘We Have 
Always Delivered.’ 

Minister of Public 
Infrastructure, Hon. 

Shawn Richards ad-
dressed the nation in com-
memoration of the day, 
and stated that the cel-
ebration of World Postal 
Day is geared towards 
bringing awareness to the 
related services in the ev-
eryday lives of people and 
businesses, as well as the 
significant contribution 
to social and economic 
development. 

“To commemorate this 
year’s celebrations, the 
St. Kitts and Nevis Postal 

Services is guided by 
the theme, ‘Delivering 
Development through 
Innovation, Integration 
and Inclusion.’ As a re-
sult of the pandemic, the 
international postal sector 
has been disrupted signifi-
cantly,” Minister Richards 
noted. 

“The St. Kitts and Nevis 
Postal Services has been 
preparing itself to adapt, 
innovate and adjust to the 
new realities as we hope 
for the return to normalcy. 
The postal services is an 
essential part to our daily 
lives, and is even more 
evident as we live through 
this pandemic. 

“As we make strides to 
live and co-exist with 
COVID-19, our foremost 
goal must be to work in an 
environment where health 

and safety are prioritized.”

The COVID-19 pan-
demic has revealed some 
untapped opportunities 
for the postal services, 
namely the acceleration 
in the digitization of its 
services for efficiency and 
reduction in paperwork in 
the workplace. 

Minister Richards ex-
pressed thanks to all staff 
of the St. Kitts and Nevis 
Postal Services for their 
hard work and dedication 
throughout the pandemic.

In celebration of World 
Postal Staff, staff of the 
various post offices visited 
some of their long-serving 
retired staff to show ap-
preciation for service and 
contribution to the postal 
services department. 

World Postal Day Celebrated

 A retiree (centre) receiving a gift basket 
from GPO employees

“As we make strides to live and  
co-exist with COVID-19, our  
foremost goal must be to work in 
an environment where health and 

safety are prioritized.”

A few members of staff at General 
Post Office

Minister of Public Infrastructure, Hon. Shawn Richards
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By Monique Washington

The Ministry of Heath, 
in collaboration with 
Pink Lily and the Nevis 
Health Promotion Unit, 
will be recognizing Breast 
Cancer Awareness Month 
with screenings, walks 
and discussions, along 
with other fun activities.

“Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month is an 
annual campaign to in-
crease awareness of the 
disease,” according to 
Breastcancer.org

Shevanee Nisbett, Senior 
Health Educator at the 
Nevis Health Promotion 
Unit, told the Observer 
that in Nevis, Breast 
Cancer Awareness 
Month has been dubbed 
‘Pinktober’, and activi-
ties will be held under the 
theme “Give Hope. Save 
Lives!”

“First off we are encour-
aging persons to wear 
pink for the month of 
October to  raise breast 
cancer awareness. We are 
also encouraging offices 
to do a photo wall, where 
persons can take a picture 
next to the wall to show 
respect to breast cancer 
awareness month,” she 
said.  

Nisbett informed that 

from Monday last 
(October 12) and con-
cluding today (October 
16), there have been free 
breast cancer screenings 
at the public health cen-
tres throughout the island, 
with the exception of 
the Combermere Health 
Centre and the Cotton 
Ground Health Centre.

The remainder of the 
scheduled activities is as 
follows:

Saturday, October 17 – 
Pink Lily walk  - Pond 
Hill to Sunshine Bar and 
Grill.  Registration is free. 
Participants can wear 
T-shirts from past walks 
or any shirt.

Sunday, October 18 – 
Nevis Health Promotion 
Unit and Pink Lily’s 
Church Service at the 
Church of Christ on 
Government Road. 
Begins at 11am, wear 
Pink. 

Wednesday, October 
21 - Breast Cancer fo-
rum called ‘In the Pink 
of Things’. Held at the 
Nevis Performing Arts 
Centre from  9am-12.

Friday, October 23 
- “Pretty in Pink”. 
Everyone is encouraged 
to wear Pink

Saturday, October 24 
- The Junior Minister 
of Health, Hon. Hazel 
Brandy-Williams will 
deliver her Breast Cancer 
Awareness Day speech.

And October 24, 25 and 
31 – Medical Mobil buses 
will be stationed in remote 
areas around the island, 
and free breast screening 
will be offered. 

“We are asking individu-
als to take the screening 
seriously. Individuals 
that have been found to 
have symptoms or signs 
of breast cancer, the 
Ministry of Health is go-
ing to help them to get 
mammograms that will 
then help them to further 
detect if they really do 
have cancer. Just take the 
screenings seriously. We 
are all in this together to 
give hope and save lives,” 
she asserted. 

Nisbett said that they are 
inviting everyone to par-
ticipate in as many of the 
activities as they can.

“Not only show support 
to breast cancer fighters, 
but to also pay respects to 
those who have lost their 
lives due to this Non-
Communicable Disease.” 

Hectic  

schedule for  
remainder of 

‘Pinktober’
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World Bank Approves US$ 
12bn For Developing  

Countries To Buy Covid-19 
Vaccines.

WASHINGTON, DC–
October 14th, 2020–The 
World Bank said the 
financing program will 
include technical support 
to recipient countries so 
they can prepare for de-
ploying vaccines at scale

The World Bank said 
its executive board ap-
proved on Tuesday 
US$12 billion in new 
funding for developing 
countries to finance the 
purchase and distribution 
of COVID-19 vaccines, 
tests, and treatments for 
their citizens.

The financing plan is 
part of US$160 billion 
in total resources that 
the multilateral develop-
ment lender has pledged 
to provide to developing 
countries through June 
2021 to help fight the 
coronavirus pandemic.

The World Bank said the 
financing program will 
include technical support 
to recipient countries so 
they can prepare for de-
ploying vaccines at scale, 
and will signal to drug 
companies that there 
will be strong demand 

and ample financing for 
COVID-19 vaccines in 
developing countries.

“This financing package 
helps signal to the re-
search and pharmaceuti-
cal industry that citizens 
in developing countries 
also need access to safe 
and effective COVID-19 
vaccines,” the bank said 
in a statement.

“It will also provide fi-
nancing and technical 
support so that develop-
ing countries can prepare 
for deploying vaccines 
at scale, in coordina-
tion with international 
partners.”

Access to safe and ef-
fective vaccines “and 
strengthened delivery 
systems is key to alter the 
course of the pandemic 
and help countries ex-
periencing catastrophic 
economic and fiscal im-
pacts move toward a re-
silient recovery”, World 
Bank Group President 
David Malpass said in 
the statement.

The financing “will 
also support countries 

to access to COVID-19 
tests and treatments, and 
expand immunization 
capacity to help health 
systems deploy the vac-
cines effectively”, the 
statement added.

The financing approval 
was expected as Malpass 
had announced the proj-
ect in late September.

While vaccines have yet 
to appear on the market, 
Malpass noted in an in-
terview with the French 
daily Le Figaro that it 
was necessary to prepare 
because of the compli-
cated vaccine distribu-
tion process.

The Bank’s approach, ac-
cording to the statement, 
draws on its “significant 
expertise in supporting 
large scale immunization 
programs for vaccine 
preventable diseases, 
as well as public health 
programs to tackle in-
fectious diseases such as 
HIV, tuberculosis, malar-
ia and neglected tropical 
diseases.”
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There is no date scheduled on 
which the judge will render 

his decision.

LOCAL NewS

Liburd seeks 
election  

challenge 

withdrawal

By Monique Washington

Almost two weeks after 
the High Court exam-
ined the East Basseterre 
(Constituency 1) ballots, 
as it relates to a peti-
tion brought forward 
by the People’s Action 
Movement /Team Unity 
candidate Ian ‘Patches’ 
Liburd, the Observer 

understands that the peti-
tioner has applied to have 
the petition withdrawn.

A highly reliable source 
has told the Observer that 
Mr. Liburd applied to the 
court to have his petition 
withdrawn, and that this 
may have been based on 
the fact that the challenge 
can essentially be consid-
ered an exercise in futility. 

The Observer made at-
tempts to contact Mr. 
Liburd, but these proved 
futile. Efforts were also 

made to contact one of his 
attorneys, Talibah Byron, 
but we were told that she 
was not in office at the 
time.

The Observer also con-
tacted Attorney for 
Dr. Geoffrey Hanley, 
Sylvester Anthony. He 
would only proffer that 
all the things that were 

required of them to file 
were filed. He noted that 
the matter is in the court, 
and “we are waiting for 
directions from the court 
. We have done whatever 
we are required to do .”

The petition was brought 
by Ian Patches Liburd 
following the June 5 
General election. Liburd 
challenged 98 ballots 
that were rejected in 
Constituency 1, an area 
for which he held a seat 
in the National Assembly 
for one term. 

On June 6, the day after 
Election Day, his oppo-
nent Dr. Geoffrey Hanley 
was declared the winner 
by 24 votes. Hanley re-
ceived 1,658 votes while 
Liburd received 1,634. 
There were six spoilt 
ballots and 98 rejected 
ballots.

Earlier this month 

the ballot boxes from 
Constituency 1 arrived 
at the Lee Llewellyn 
Moore Judicial Complex 
under heavy security for 
a court examination. The 
ballots were reviewed by 
High Court Judge Justice 
Trevor Warde, along with 
electoral officials, and the 
legal teams of Liburd and 
Hanley.

There is no date sched-
uled on which the judge 
will render his decision.

Ian ‘Patches’ Liburd
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Bayford’s Livestock Centre of  
Excellence opens its doors

The PM (fifth from right) with officials and staff members of the Ministry of Agriculture

By Petra Mc Sheene

A ceremony held on 
Wednesday last for the 
launching of Bayford’s 
Livestock Centre of 
Excellence, which was 
well attended by gov-
ernment officials and 
stakeholders within 
the Department of 
Agriculture, signalled 
what was described by 
Minister of Agriculture, 
Hon. Alexis Jeffers, as 
“the start of an excellent 
program”. 

Jeffers told the gathering 
that the facility is aimed 
at promoting food secu-
rity by increasing live-
stock production through 
the implementation of 
modern and sustainable 
techniques with a view 
to significantly reducing 
the gap between imported 
and locally-produced 
meat. 

“This program will see 
the establishment of 
breeding programs to 
maintain and support sus-
tainable improvements 
in livestock production,” 
Minister Jeffers stated. 
“Our strategy is to ensure 
sustainable animal agri-
culture and to support the 
day for our food system 

to be sustainable and 
resilient.”

Minister Jeffers also 
pointed out that features 
at Bayford Livestock 
Centre of Excellence will 
include a new abattoir, as 
well as swine and cattle 
breeding programs. 

Director of the Department 
of Agriculture, Melvin 
James in his opening 
remarks cautioned that 
there is food concern be-
cause of nutrition imbal-
ance. He further stated 
that his records show that 
there are 903 persons reg-
istered as farmers, 330 of 
whom are livestock and 
146 are registered both 
as crop farmers and live-
stock farmers. 

“According to data hand-
ed to me from our live-
stock division, we in St. 
Kitts are producing 37% 
of our beef meals, 17% of 
pork, 16% of goat and 8% 
of sheep.” 

James stated that the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
intensified the inter-
est in food growing and 
backyard gardening. The 
department was able to 

give out 7500 seedlings 
to backyard gardeners. 
The farmers received free 
seeds and seedlings on 
three separate occasions. 

Chief Veterinarian, Dr. 
Tracy Challenger stated 
that the Department of 
Agriculture has sig-
nificantly contributed 
to the livestock sector 
over the years. The live-
stock sector is divided 
into two sub-programs, 
namely production and 

maintaining animal health 
and welfare. 

Natasha Daniel, also 
from the Department of 
Agriculture, gave some 
background information 
on Bayford’s Estate, in 
which it was learnt that 
the first known owner of 
the estate was Thomas 
Bridgewater who was 
a member of the Nevis 
Assembly in 1710 and 

Chief Justice in 1715. 

“He occupied 84 acres of 
the plantation after pay-
ing the commissioner 
for it in 1726. After that 
his daughter Margaret 
married David Bayford, 
whose name is still asso-
ciated with the estate up 
to present day.” 

In 1948, Bayford’s was 
acquired by the gov-
ernment from Thomas 
Brownbear through the 

Bayford’s Acquisition Act 
of 1943 and included both 
Rolad Hill (72 acres) and 
Bloice Estate (88 acres). 
The government started 
to run a stock and dairy 
farm under the scheme 
D186. In 1956, the gov-
ernment owned 143 cattle 
and in 1961, Bayford’s 
produced 21,764 gallons 
of milk, of which 3635 
gallons was consumed 
by the Cunningham 
Hospital, and the rest was 
sold to private homes. 

Prime Minister Harris with two livestock farmers
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Prime Minister Dr. the Hon-
ourable Timothy Harris report-
ed that St. Kitts and Nevis has 

joined the COVID-19 Vaccines 
Global Access Facility (COVAX 

Facility).

Federation signs commitment for 
easy access to COVID-19 vaccines

BASSETERRE, St. Kitts 
— The Government of 
St. Kitts and Nevis has 
taken the necessary steps 
and made the neces-
sary commitments to 
ensure the Federation 
is able to gain early ac-
cess to safe COVID-19 
(Novel Coronavirus) vac-
cines when they become 
available.

While making a presen-
tation in the October 15 
sitting of the National 
Assembly on the ongo-
ing preparations for the 
full reopening of the 
Federation’s borders, 
Prime Minister Dr. the 
Honourable Timothy 
Harris reported that St. 
Kitts and Nevis has joined 
the COVID-19 Vaccines 
Global Access Facility 
(COVAX Facility), which 
provides an opportunity 
for member states to ben-
efit from a portfolio of 
vaccine candidates using 
a range of technology 
platforms produced by 
manufacturers across the 
world.

“It provides member 
states with early access to 

safe and efficacious vac-
cines. You will have many 
types of vaccines on the 
market, but the question 
is, are they safe and do 
they deliver? When they 
are determined to have 
delivered, we say we have 
efficacious outcomes from 
the applications, and so 
that is what this COVAX 
Facility is intended to do,” 
said Dr. Harris.

Countries participating in 
the COVAX Facility will 
have access to doses of 
vaccine as a result of the 
advance purchase com-
mitments that the Global 
Alliance for Vaccines and 
Immunizations (GAVI) 
will conclude with vac-
cine manufacturers. As 
doses become available, 
they will be allocated to 
all participating member 
states in accordance with 
the terms and conditions 
agreed.

The Government of St. 
Kitts and Nevis submitted 
the signed commitment 
agreement with the GAVI 
on September 18 and con-
firmed the country’s par-
ticipation in the COVAX 

Facility.

The full down payment 
amount of US$223,660 
became due on October 
9. The Caribbean 
Public Health Agency 
(CARPHA) consented to 
pay US$96,163 on behalf 
of the Federation and the 
Government has paid the 
balance, US$127,497 on 
the due date.

“Your Government, 
thinking ahead and under-
standing the landscape, 
has invested just under 
EC$600,000 to participate 
in a global facility to make 
the vaccine available to 
the people of St. Kitts and 
Nevis,” said Dr. Harris. 
“We are putting your 
health first.”

Prime Minister Harris 
said his Government will 
continue to do all that 
is necessary to keep its 
citizens and residents safe, 
particularly in the face of 
the ongoing COVID-19 
global pandemic.
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ROAD TOWN, BVI–
October 14th,2020–
Officers from around 
the public sector 
and leaders from the 
Territory’s community-
based groups have re-
ceived training on best 
practices when applying 
for grant opportunities.

The group was trained 
to ensure success when 
applying for programs 
such as those offered 
under the Caribbean 
Catastrophe Risk 
Insurance Facility 
(CCRIF SPC) Small 
Grants Program.

The training session 
was facilitated by the 
Department of Disaster 
Management (DDM) 
with funding from the 
Community Disaster 
Risk Reduction 
Fund (CDRRF) 
of the Caribbean 
Development Bank 
(CDB). This was also 
the first portion of the 
workshop series and 
provided information 
on best practices for 
public officers partner-
ing with community-
based organizations 
(CBOs).

It included topics like 
community engage-
ment, advocacy and 
inclusivity and was 
conducted on October 
5 and 6.

C o m m u n i t y 
Development Specialist 
with the CDB’s 
Community Disaster 
Risk Reduction Fund, 
Mr. Richardo Aiken, 
guided the workshop 

remotely and said that 
in the face of increas-
ing threats from climate 
change, COVID-19 
and other hazards, it’s 
important that commu-
nity groups are included 
as part of the region’s 
broader efforts to build 
resilience.

“We recognize that as 
public resources are 
limited, CBOs play an 
important role in the 
overall resilience of all 
the states served by the 
CDB. This workshop 
will help CBOs in the 
British Virgin Islands 
improve their opera-
tions generally and, we 
hope, strengthen their 
activities when it comes 
to disaster risk manage-
ment,” Mr. Aiken said.

The second portion 
of the workshop was 
held on October 7 to 
8 and was geared to-
ward executive mem-
bers of CBOs. The 
session covered areas 
including action plan-
ning, accounting and 
resource mobilization.  
All participants were 
led through the CCRIF 
SPC Small Grants 
Program application 
process.

DDM Planning 
and Preparedness 
Manager, Ms. Sheniah 
Armstrong, said the 
projects proposed as 
potential partnerships 
between community 
groups and the pub-
lic sector during the 
workshop reflect the 
strong relationships 
that already exist in the 
Territory.

ADVeRTISeMeNT

50 Persons Benefit From 
Grant Proposal Training.
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The original allocation of 

$5.387 billion for 2019, was 
revised and funds were re-

allocated to other areas in 

support of measures to help 
the nation deal with COV-

ID-19.

NewS

Trinidad And Tobago ‘Serious’ About 
Public Sector Investment Program.

PORT OF SPAIN, 
T r i n i d a d – O c t o b e r 
1 4 t h , 2 0 2 0 – T h e 
Honourable Camille 
R o b i n s o n - R e g i s , 
Minister of Planning and 
Development is announc-
ing to the public that 
Trinidad and Tobago’s 
Public Sector Investment 
Program (PSIP) alloca-
tion for the 2020/2021 
fiscal year is a slight in-
crease from the revised 
2019 PSIP allocation.

The original allocation of 
$5.387 billion for 2019, 
was revised and funds 
were reallocated to other 
areas in support of mea-
sures to help the nation 
deal with COVID-19.

At the end of the 
2019/2020 fiscal pe-
riod the final alloca-
tion to the PSIP was 
$4,077,516,555.00 bil-
lion.The allocation for 
the 2020/2021 allocation 
is $4,110,000,000.00, 
a difference of 
$32,483,445.00.

The Ministry of Planning 
and Development is 
the lead coordinating 
Ministry through the 

Policy Planning and 
Reconstruction Division 
(PPRD), supporting all 
other Ministries and 

Government Agencies in 
the development of their 
PSIP projects.

>For the upcoming fiscal 
period, ministries devel-
oped their projects to con-
tinue achieving the goals 
set in Vision 2030, as 
well as the Government’s 
objective to attain the 

requirements of the global 
Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs).

During the 2019 Budget 
Presentation, the Finance 
Minister announced the 
$5.387 billion alloca-
tion, which was a few 
months before the world 
and Trinidad and Tobago 
felt the brunt of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  
Final figures indicate that 
over the past 5 years the 

PSIP allocations have av-
eraged approximately $4 
billion.

The PSIP total alloca-
tions with Infrastructure 
Development Fund (IDF)

The PSIP total alloca-
tions with Infrastructure 
Development Fund (IDF) 
allocations included 
from 2016 to 2021are as 
follows:

PSIP YEAR

PSIP TOTAL 
ALLOCATION

( C O N S O L I D AT E D 
& IDF FUNDING) 
(TTMillion)

2016

4,708,723,638

2017

3,571,566,792

2018

3,531,239,182

2019

3,593,446,911

2020

4,077,516,555

Over the course of the fis-
cal 2019-2020 original al-
location of $5.387 B was 
reduced from the PSIP.

2021

4,110,000,000

The Planning Minister 

emphasizes that the PSIP 
is an avenue for this 
Government’s implemen-
tation of Trinidad and 
Tobago’s

National Development 
Strategy; Vision 2030, 
which is also driven by 
the global Sustainable 
Development Goals 
(SDGs).

This year’s allocation 
will assist with the imple-
mentation of projects to 
support programs within 
the sectors of educa-
tion, housing and shelter, 
health/HIV AIDS, com-
munity development, 
water security, roads and 
bridges, drainage, crime 
alleviation, workforce de-
velopment among others.

The Public Sector 
Investment Program 
(PSIP) is a strategic in-
vestment plan of the 
Government of the 
Republic of Trinidad 
and Tobago in the for-
mulation of the National 
Budget which reflects 
public investment against 
national priority areas for 
development.
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B A S S E T E R R E , 
St. Kitts — Glynis 
Wilkes, Manager of the 
Basseterre and Old Road 
Fisheries Complexes, en-
couraged local fishermen 
from across the island to 
supply their fish to the 
relevant complexes to 
meet the protein needs of 
the Federation of St. Kitts 
and Nevis.

“For us to supply the pro-
tein needs of our custom-
ers, bring your fish so we 
can sanitize it better at the 
Basseterre and Old Road 
Fisheries Complexes so 
that we can meet the de-
mands of our customers,” 
said Ms. Wilkes. “We 
have the proper facil-
ity for this so we would 
rather it becomes ours so 
that we can increase the 
protein needs.”

Ms. Wilkes said that the 

Department of Marine 
Resources has rolled out 
an initiative where fish-
ers can purchase ropes, 
wires and all the neces-
sary supplies for fish at a 
discounted price.

She noted that as govern-
ment organizations the 
Basseterre and Old Road 
Fisheries Complexes 
face several challenges, 
with the main one being 
the inadequate amount 
of fish from local fisher-
men to supply customer 
demand.

“We have an inability to 
purchase fish from fisher-
men on demand because 
we are dealing with a 
fixed budget that we 
need to increase,” said 
Ms. Wilkes. “Given the 
COVID-19 Pandemic, 
we have seen an increase 
in demand for fish from 

our customers and fisher-
ies products as well. As a 
result of this, our custom-
ers have been demanding 
more and more fish. So, 
an increase in demand 
would only mean an in-
crease in budget to meet 
the fish protein needs of 
our lovely citizens and St. 
Kitts and Nevis.”

The Department of 
Marine Resources aims 
to contribute to food 
security and nutrition 
in the Federation. The 
Department’s vision is 
“To conserve, manage, 
develop and sustainably 
use fisheries, aquaculture, 
and marine resources in 
the waters of St. Kitts 
and Nevis; and to moni-
tor and control all fishing 
vessels nationally includ-
ing those beyond national 
jurisdiction.”

Local fishermen  
encouraged to  

supply Basseterre, 
old road Fisheries

Glynis Wilkes, Manager of the Basseterre and Old Road Fisheries 
Complexes
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BASSETERRE, St. 
Kitts –- A phased ap-
proach to the regulariza-
tion of STEP workers 
into the public service as 
Government Auxiliary 
Workers (GAEs) was 
discussed on October 
13 by Chairman of the 
Skills Empowerment 
Training Programme 
(STEP) Regularization 
and Pensions Reform 
Committee, Levi 
Bradshaw.

“The regularization of the 
STEP workers would be 
undertaken on a phased 
basis commencing with 
those workers who are 
assigned to ministries and 
departments followed 
by those assigned to the 
Parks and Beaches,” said 
Mr. Bradshaw. “I am 
pleased to report that the 
STEP workers would en-
ter the public service as 
Government Auxiliary 
Employees with an effec-
tive date of employment 
being the first day of July 
2020 as mandated.”

Mr. Bradshaw said that 
there are tremendous 
benefits that would be 
accrued to persons who 
transitioned into the gov-
ernment service from the 
STEP Programme.

“These persons firstly 
would be eligible for 
appointment into the 
public service under the 
Government Auxiliary 
Employment Act,” said 
Bradshaw. “They will 
also benefit from greater 
job security and security 
of tenure consistent with 
the guidelines, terms and 
conditions of employment 
to be established in the 
Regulations of the GAE 
Act, 2020.

“The employees would 
also be eligible for several 
other benefits including 
enrollment in the govern-
ment’s health insurance 
scheme and in the gov-
ernment’s contributory 
pension plan, as well as 
the Long Service Gratuity 
which is paid to work-
ers who would have de-
mitted office at age 62. 
When transitioned into 
government, the employ-
ees would be eligible to 
receive a lump-sum pay-
ment of life insurance 
which would be paid to 
their estate or beneficia-
ries upon their passing.”

During the coming weeks, 
STEP workers will be 
sensitized on the regular-
ization and transition pro-
cess of the sector.

Bradshaw, who is also 
the Accountant General 
within the Government of 
St. Kitts and Nevis, said 
that the relevant stake-
holders are currently in 
the process of carrying out 
an exercise to authenticate 
and verify the accuracy of 
the records of the STEP 
employees who are to be 
assigned to various min-
istries. This, he said, is 
being done to ensure due 
diligence in the regular-
ization process.

“The committee has made 
several recommenda-
tions,” said Bradshaw. 
“As part of the process 
we have recommended 
that an employee perfor-
mance evaluation must 
be conducted for each 
STEP worker to assess 
his or her quality of work, 
job knowledge, produc-
tivity, communication 
and interpersonal skills, 
adaptability initiatives, 
dependability, service 
orientation, attitude and 
behaviour and planning 
and organization. The 
physical verification of 
STEP workers is geared 
towards the elimination 
of any possibility for the 
regularization and transi-
tion into the public sector 
of any ghost workers.”

CASTRIES, St. Lucia–
October 14th, 2020–
Another Saint Lucian 
manufacturer is set to 
further exports within 
the Caribbean Region 
in October 2020.

Chemico (Chemical 
Manufacturing and 
Investment Company 
Limited), a manufac-
turer of a variety of 
domestic/industrial 
cleaning products, hav-
ing been introduced 
to buyers in Dominica 
through Export Saint 
Lucia in 2019, will see 
months-long negotia-
tions bear an astound-
ingly positive result.

The mission was the 
result of a research-led 
initiative for export-
ers who were market-
ready and desirous of 
exploring the regional 
territories.

This shipment to 
Dominica, a first 
for Chemico, will 
consist of a 20-foot 
container filled with 
various Chemico 

branded household 
cleaning products des-
tined for the shelves 
and eventually the 
homes of Dominican 
consumers.

Thomas Roserie, 
O w n e r / M a n a g i n g 
Director of Chemico 
said that despite 
lengthy negotiations, 
he was pleased to see 
that the entire process 
proved to be fruitful 
and the prospects for 
growth in quantity 
seem favorable.

“We know the quality 
of our product and the 
demand that comes 
with it, particularly 
during this COVID-19 
pandemic. Once nego-
tiations were started, 
we were confident that 
it was just a matter of 
time for the deal to yield 
a positive result. A huge 
thank you has to be said 
to Export Saint Lucia 
for being our steady-
hand through the ne-
gotiations and guiding 
us to this success,” he 
remarked.

Sunita Daniel, CEO 
of Export Saint Lucia 
commented: “Our 
Agency has a renewed 
thrust to deliver to our 
clients, and although 
the challenges of 
COVID-19 still exist, 
our goal is to ensure 
that our clients reach 
their desired market.

“CARICOM and the 
OECS are markets of 
focus for us and we 
are doing everything to 
ensure that we capital-
ize on the opportuni-
ties presented in those 
countries.

“This latest export for 
Chemico is a direct re-
sult of CARICOM and 
the OECS are markets 
of focus for us and we 
are doing everything to 
ensure that we capital-
ize on the opportuni-
ties presented in those 
countries. This latest 
export for Chemico is 
a direct result of our 
determination, the per-
severance of our cli-
ent, and an excellent 
product.”

Regularization  
of STEP  

workers planned 
on a phased  

basis

Not Just Tourism In  
St. Lucia,  

Manufacturers  
Succeed In Selling To 

Caribbean Area
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(PEW Charitable Trust–
Holly Binns and David 
Ortiz–October 13th,2020)

Puerto Rico and U.S. 
Virgin Islands are to get 
customized fishery rules.
One size doesn’t fit all, and 
that cliché was at the heart 
of a recent decision to re-
vamp fishing guidelines in 
the U.S. Caribbean.

Island-based fishery 
management plans will 
now guide managers in 
designing policies that 
are specific to the biodi-
versity, culture, and other 
characteristics of different 
locations after the U.S. 
secretary of commerce 
in September approved 
a proposal to allow such 
tailored plans for Puerto 
Rico and the U.S. Virgin 
Islands.

These individualized 
plans will protect corals 
and spawning fish and 
help ensure that some 
popular species, including 
dolphinfish (mahi-mahi), 
are caught sustainably. 
This new way of operat-
ing marks an important 
step toward ecosystem-
based management, a 
more comprehensive ap-
proach that considers the 
larger ocean ecosystems 
when setting fishing rules.
The approach will be 
better for the marine 

environment and the peo-
ple who rely on it. From 
tourism to fishing busi-
nesses, the ocean powers 
the Caribbean economy, 
and these new plans will 
help balance human needs 
with sustainable manage-
ment of the region’s di-
verse ecosystems.

Until now, the Caribbean 
Fishery Management 
Council, which initially 
approved the island-based 
plans in April 2019, has set 
most of its fishing rules by 
treating Puerto Rico and 
the U.S. Virgin Islands 
as a single unit. But that 
approach didn’t account 
for the differences in cul-
ture, fishing practices, or 
the marine environment 
across the communities.

For example, the plans 
for St. Croix, Puerto Rico, 
and St. Thomas/St. John 
(the two neighboring is-
lands share a plan) may 
now each call for a dif-
ferent catch limit for the 
same species, allowing a 
higher limit where the fish 
is more culturally impor-
tant or more abundant.

Additionally, the plans 
will prioritize protections 
on fish-spawning habitat. 
Some species return to 
the same spots to spawn 
for generations—protect-
ing these special places 
will boost healthy fish 
populations and improve 

the recovery chances for 
ocean species in decline.

Island-based fishery man-
agement plans also in-
clude proactive measures 
to promote sustainable 
fishing of 21 species that 
currently aren’t regulated, 
including dolphinfish 
(mahi-mahi)—one of the 
Caribbean’s most popular 
catches.

Plans call for setting an-
nual limits and identify-
ing essential habitat for 
each of the newly man-
aged species. In addition, 
catch limits for parrotfish 
and surgeonfish will be 
reduced to account for 
their essential role in 
maintaining healthy coral 
reefs, and harvesting the 
largest parrotfish will be 
prohibited.

The plans will maintain 
some current rules, such 
as a prohibition on har-
vesting all coral species 
under federal jurisdiction 
or engaging in activities 
that can damage corals, 
such as anchoring boats or 
using certain kinds of fish-
ing gear.

Today’s decision will help 
shape a better future for 
the region’s people and 
ecosystems, a forward-
looking approach that 
should pay dividends for 
decades.

Caribbean  
Blazes New Path 

Toward  

Protecting  

Fisheries and  

Corals.
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