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LGBTQ community discusses issues
of acceptance
The panel that
participated in
the discussion.

By Petra Mc Sheene

The topic of LGBTQ in
St. Kitts & Nevis has always been a ‘hushed’ one,
but in recent times, the
LGBTQ community has
begun to be more vocal
and active in and around
the Federation.
President of SKN Alliance
for Equality, Tynetta Mc
Koy was a guest on the
radio talk show ‘Health
Wise’. The show was
hosted by Dr. Joylette
Woodley, a Consultant
Surgeon. Also on the
show was Archdeacon
of the Anglican Church
Isiah Phillip and Dr.
Sherilyn Ward-Crawford,
a Psychologist.
The LGBTQ Community
in St. Kitts is the elephant
in the room, and has experienced discrimination
that has negatively impacted all of their lives be it, overtly or subtly. It is
painful and cruel to those
on the receiving end.
According to Mc Koy,
the Caribbean HIV/AIDS
Alliance (CHA) provided
HIV services to the key
vulnerable population in
St. Kitts, including peer
animators, a safe space for
the LGBT community to
come and visit, as well as
working with the National
AIDS Programme on providing care and treatment
referral.
“Being a small island
population with a strong
culture and religious influence, persons of the

LGBT community often
find themselves afraid to
access vital services for
the fear of being stigmatized or discriminated
against,” Mc Koy pointed
out.
She further explained
that after CHA closed
its doors in 2014, it was
deemed necessary to
form the SKN Alliance
for Equality, a community organization dedicated
for the Lesbian, Gay,
Bisexual, Transgender
and Queer person, providing a safe space through
advocacy, self-empowerment, promotion of
Human Rights and training services.
“Some of the objectives
of the group are: develop
awareness campaign, provide information material,
host events that educate
the community on human
rights, enhance sexual
well-being, empower persons affected by HIV/
AIDS, and provide LGBT
community-bonding
events to build interpersonal confidence.”
Mc Koy stated that for
her, being identified as an
LGBT person is to be a
part of a group that is abnormal, to have a pride in
who she is, and to accept
that she is a part of the minority group.
Archdeacon Phillip stated
that the gender and natural sex desires are part
of the God-given and
physical existence. When
asked if one can be a part

of the LGBT community
and a Christian, Phillip
answered positively and
said yes.
“Christian commitment
doesn’t mean that each
and every one of us are
sinless being on cloud 9.
Christian commitment is
a people who becoming
in Christ, wrestle with
things that are not considered his teaching.”
Archdeacon Philip stated
that as Christians, persons
need to try and do better
and take the model of
Jesus in saying that as a
community, we have no
right to judge.
Mc Koy stated that she
is one of the lucky ones
when having to ‘come
out’, because she grew
up in church and learned
from an early age to love
and accept herself for
who she is.
Dr. Crawford stated that
in her experience as a
Psychologist, she has
noted that persons of the
LGBTQ community tend
to have twice as much
mental disorder as a heterosexual person.
“LGBTQ persons are 2.5
times more likely to experience depression, anxiety
and substance misuse.
They are also four times
more at risk for suicidal
attempts.”
Crawford further stated
that LGBTQ persons
are in a lot of distress,
for when they decide to

‘come out’ they have to
face fear of rejection,
negative reactions from
relatives, and problems
pertaining to self-perception. She pointed out
that reasons why persons
feel distressed can be the
rejection and negative
reaction from family, and
the social and personal
ramifications.

“Families need to realize
that it takes a lot of courage and strength for persons to come out and say
that they are from a different sexual orientation.”

Dr. Woodley pointed out
that sexuality and orientation begins with the

younger population, and
they need to be trained
to know what it is and
how to go about it, and
that there will be health
issues to be dealt with.
She ended the show by
saying that everyone will
not always be on the same
page, but we all have to
do whatever we do with
respect for each other.
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Vote-where-you-live
legislation passed

File Photos of voters on June 5
Election Day

By Loshaun Dixon

A change in the way
the people of St. Kitts
and Nevis vote has been
made, after the Parliament
approved the National
Elections (Amendment)
Bill 2020, that will require voters to register
where they live.
The bill, introduced
by
Prime
Minister
Dr. Timothy Harris,
will also see citizens of the Federation
and
CARICOM
Commonwealth citizens
have to be resident for 12
months in a constituency
to qualify for registration,
while Non-CARICOM
Commonwealth citizens
have to be resident here
for three years before
being allowed to vote in
elections.
Others already registered
to vote, who move to a
new constituency and
live there for more than
six months, are required
to register to vote in that
constituency.
Dr. Harris said the bill
will introduce some elements of electoral reform.

“Electoral reform has
been the subject of discussions over a very long
time, and the subject of
heated debates after every
election.”
He said who can vote and
the criteria for determining one’s qualification for
voting were critical areas
of electoral reform.
“The bill clarifies the
question of voters registering where they live in
relation to when there is a
relocation from one constituency to another in the
country. It clarifies what
may have been some
degree of ambivalence
with respect to persons
maintaining in areas from
which they have long
ceased to be ordinarily
resident.”
Dr. Harris said the new
law will tidy up the situation where voters move
across the federation.
“This is a right you have,
to move anywhere in the
country. When you become ordinarily resident
in another part for the
purposes of the voting,
we expect that if you are

in a new area for a period sustaining beyond
six months, you would
register in that new area
as objective persons analyze deficiencies in the
processes and procedures
and electoral laws, which
they think should be
improved.”
Opposition Senator Dr
Joyelle Clarke in her presentation questioned the
motive of the bill, noting that at present those
amendments should not
be a priority.
“Why the haste? The government was elected to
serve for five years...why
the rush...in St. Kitts we
rush slowly, consult with
the electorate…have we
done that?”
She said the new legislation will have issues for
residents.
“What
happens
to
Kittitian police officers
who live in Sandy Point
but are stationed in Nevis
for eight months then are
moved to Basseterre and
rent in the Village?”
She questioned why some

Commonwealth citizens
had to have changes to
their eligibility.
“I question the need to
differentiate
between
Caribbean and non-Caribbean citizens. What
are the implications for
non-Caribbean citizens
when the global trend is
to become increasingly
open in the way in which
we approach ethnicity,
race, gender and rights?
Such unwarranted differentiation savors too much
of a discriminatory approach to non-Caribbean
citizens.”

which is due at this point
in time.”
He referenced the move
to change the boundaries
in 2015 by the previous
Labour
administration
one month before the
election. He reminded
that the bill was presented
in September for a first
reading.

Dr. Clarke questioned the
rationale for moving from
12 months to three years.

“All those who are opposite, who are concerned
about constituents or other persons not being able
to register, they should
have read it and informed
those persons that the law
is about to change, and as
such take advantage now
of the opportunity to register to vote.”

Deputy Prime Minister
Shawn Richards said that
there was no rush to the
legislation.

He noted that he lived in
St. Thomas for years and
did not qualify to vote in
that country.

“Only four months after the last election, and
some four years and eight
months before a next
general election is due to
be held in the Federation
of St. Kitts and Nevis.
When persons refer to a
rush, there is no rush, because there is no election

“There are criteria in
place and if you don’t
meet those criteria you
can’t register.”
He questioned why students who are studying in
St. Kitts and Nevis should
be given the right to vote
after one year.

“You come here for the
sake of getting an education, not to establish residency. Should you simply
be able, after one year of
attending classes here, to
go over to the electoral
office and vote, and two
years after you are gone?
“You would have made
a difference in some constituency and voted for
someone people who are
ordinarily resident in that
constituency may not
want, but have to live with
the choice you made.”

Richards said St. Kitts
and Nevis will not be
the only country in the
Caribbean with a residency requirement

“In Antigua, the law says
you must be resident six
months in a constituency
in order to be eligible
to register in that constituency. It also says as
a Commonwealth citizen
you must be resident for
seven long years before
you are registered to
vote.”
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Towards a better electoral system
The election of June 5th 2020 is finally over!
Last week, PAM’s Ian Liburd withdrew the challenge that he brought
as a result of his loss to Labour’s Dr Geoffery Hanley. In that petition,
Liburd had claimed that the majority of the rejected ballots should have
been counted and had they been, enough would have been in his favour
to have had him declared the winner of the seat. For Liburd, it was the
only way – and an expensive one at that – for a review of the results. He
withdrew his case on the grounds that it was unsustainable.
There were seven other petitions, too, but they were challenging on the
issue of unfair influence to cause votes to be cast the way that they were
cast; whether those who voted had a right to vote and whether some who
couldn’t vote should have had the right to do so. These six never went to
trial as they had been withdrawn earlier due to “technicalities”.
Also, last week the government signaled its intention to change the
electoral system. It stratified the commonwealth into CARICOM and
other, and introduced stricter and better defined residency requirements
for persons who intend to register and gave better guidelines for the
management of voting rights.
Taken together, but taken dispassionately, these events could be the start
of what the electorate described during the public consultations of 2006
as a better electoral system.
Voting in election started at 7:00 am and the last result was released to
the public at about 8:30 pm on Saturday 6th June, almost 38 hours later.
This, some said, placed the country on “edge”. When compared with
other countries, this highlights a major flaw in our system that requires
attention.

The petitions in and of themselves, and especially that of No 1, point
to the need for greater attention to be paid to the voter registry. It is
foolhardy to challenge voter rights AFTER polling day. The composition
of the Register does not require reform, just continuous and proper
political attention.
Voters rights brings us to the amendment tabled last week. We are one of
a few countries in which commonwealth citizens access to voting after
residence of only 12 months, regardless of origin. Translated, any of the
2.4 billion citizens of the 54 [British] Commonwealth of nations, students
included, have a right to register and vote, triggered by 12 months of
residency - and remain on the register forever. This is not farfetched;
last election, with a population hovering around 53,000, there were over
48,000 voters.
We believe an improved electoral system is a necessary precondition to
good governance. Therefore we fully support electoral reform.
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SKNYPA Hosts First Youth Forum

Youth Forum Presenters: (L-R): Hon. Geoffrey Hanley, Desi Brown, Roleece Brookes, Pastor Lincoln Connor, Delwayne Delaney, Jonathon Brown
By Petra Mc Sheene

St. Kitts National Youth
Parliament Association
(SKNYPA) has hosted
its first ever youth forum
under the theme ‘Igniting
the Flame today, Building
a Youth for a Whole
Tomorrow.’
President of SKNYPA,
Patrice Harris in her
opening remarks encouraged the youth in the audience to listen keenly to
the presenters, and be the
most exceptional young
persons that they can be.
The speakers for the
forum were Roleece
Brookes who presented
on Education; Hon.
Geoffrey Hanley -Civic
Responsibility; Delwayne
Delaney – Sports; Pastor
Lincoln Connor - Spiritual
Advancement;
Desi
Brown - Creative Industry,
and Jonathon Brown
- Entrepreneurship.
President of St. KittsNevis Athletics and Sol
Island Conaree Football
Club, Delwayne Delaney
in
his
presentation,

encouraged youth to remember athletics in days
of their youth, for as they
get older, the mind is willing but the body is not.
“Bear in mind that although you may not be
athletically inclined, there
are many avenues in
sports that one can chan-

discriminate, and told the
audience to think of education as a relationship
with their minds.
“Education should be
seen as a resource, because it is. Education
is a source one can use
to function effectively
and creatively. We must

and the world at large.
The essence of education
is to help us imagine bigger, think better, and act
our best.”
Brookes pointed out that
education can work in
many ways, such as figuring out your interest, being real with yourself, and

“Education should be seen as a resource, because it is. Education is a source one can use to
function effectively and creatively.
nel into. There is sports
therapy, sports psychologist, sports management,
coach, agent, sports scientist, sports development
officers, just to name a
few.”
Delaney told the keen
listeners that in order to
make it to the finish line,
when attending university
they must stay focused
and prepare their minds.
Roleece Brookes, Owner
of Impact, stated in her
presentation that education should be a norm;
it shouldn’t exclude or

know in order to do, and
we should not pretend
to know that which we
do not know,” Brookes
stated firmly.
Brookes further noted that
education should be seen
as a tool and as a stepping
stone, and as it is, acts as
a catalyst for far-reaching
change.
“It is a spark we need to
ignite our flames as we
build today for a whole
tomorrow.
Education
trains us to be better
people for ourselves, our
communities, our country

not limiting yourself.
Creative Industry presenter, Desi Brown encouraged audience members
to view art as a potential
gold mine. She spoke in
depth on the orange economy, which encompasses
creative and cultural industry, and examines the
immense wealth of talent, intellectual property,
inter-connectedness and
cultural heritage.
Brown pointed out that
the orange economy creates jobs, stimulates economic growth, and has a

social impact.
“Our future is creative,
our now is creative and
our past is creative. One
of the most important
skills you’re going to
have is creativity.”

Described as a cool and
humble youth, Jonathon
Brown of Jay Black
Productions spoke about
his early beginnings,
working as a photographer and slowly climbing
his way up the ladder.
“It was not my skills with
the camera that got me the
job, it was my picture being taken, and that is my
attitude.”
Brown reminded the audience that they were all
photographers, and they
were all there because
their picture was being
taken.
Pastor Lincoln Connor
encouraged those present
to understand that their
identities are not shaped
by society, but by their

understanding of their
values because of their
creation.
“Values acts as guide to
our behaviours, and they
determine what we do in
our spare time.”
The pastor pointed out to
everyone that they were
all created for a special
purpose by God.
Hon. Geoffrey Hanley
spoke of being a founding
member of the SKNYPA,
and emphasised that he
believes in steadfastly
doing good for those in
need. He stated that civic
responsibility means actively participating in the
public life of your community in an informed,
committed, constructive
manner, always with a focus on the common good.
Hanley admonished the
young people in attendance to be committed to
what is right and lawful,
and added that one should
always stand for principle,
and citizens and residents
should know what laws
govern the land.
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‘Hotel/Quarantine site will be safe for
guests’ - COVID Task Force assures
Chair of the Nevis COVID-19 Task Force
Dr. Judy Nisbett

By Monique Washington

quarantine facility.

Chair of the Nevis
COVID-19 Task Force
Dr. Judy Nisbett has given

The Observer questioned
Dr. Nisbett on Monday
during the Emergency

these persons. Because it
is a quarantine site, there
are police on-site, and
there is a particular section of the hotel that is

“Prior to entry, travelers are asked
to log on to covid19.gov.kn and fill
out the entry form. The COVID-19
test must be done within 72 hours
of travel. All arriving passengers
must submit negative COVID-19
assurances that one of the
quarantine sites on Nevis
that has been accepting
guests, and will be accepting tourist when the
borders reopen, is a safe
place to stay.
The Oualie Resort doubles as a government

Operation Centre press
briefing as to the hotel
guests’ safety, given the
fact that the hotel doubles
as a quarantine site.

reserved for quarantine. It
is monitored, and that will
continue even after the
borders are opened,” she
informed.

“Oualie serves as a quarantine site and is accepting local guests. There
are measures to separate

Meanwhile, Dr. Nisbett
informed travelers as to
the procedures when trying to enter the federation.

“Prior to entry, travelers are asked to log on to
covid19.gov.kn and fill
out the entry form. The
COVID-19 test must be
done within 72 hours of
travel. All arriving passengers must submit
negative COVID-19 tests
prior to arrival,” she said.
She emphasized that persons testing positive will
not be allowed to enter
the federation, and noted
that persons who submit
a negative test will still
be screened at the airport
upon arrival.
“There are two categories of inbound travelers:
persons that are coming
from the Caribbean bubble (Anguilla, Antigua
and Barbuda, Barbados,
Dominica,
Grenada,
Monserrat, St. Lucia
and St Vincent and the
Grenadines) and persons
coming from outside of
the Caribbean bubble.”

She
informed
that
people traveling from
a Caribbean bubble
country, and who have
submitted a negative
COVID-19 test and are
found to be asymptomatic
when screened by health
personnel, can leave the
airport and integrate into
society.
“No need for persons
coming from the bubble
to quarantine if they’re not
symptomatic and if they
have produced a negative
COVID-19 test.”
Dr. Nisbett noted, however, that if you are coming
from a country outside
of the Caribbean bubble,
you would need to have
a COVID-19 PCR test
done prior to travel, and
can only come if that test
is negative.
“When they arrive they
will have to go through
screening at the airport and

then proceed to the quarantine sites (Potworks
or Oualie Beach ) or a
pre-approved home quarantine site, or to the Four
Seasons Resort - which is
the only franchised hotel
on Nevis.
“There the tourists will
vacation in place and
will have access to preapproved packages of services on the property that
they are staying. They
cannot leave the hotel
property. Persons will be
tested on day seven and
if negative, they will have
access by appointment
only, through the hotel’s
concierge, to selective
excursions off-property
or select tourist attraction
sites,” she said.
She also stated that if a
tourist is still on the island
on day 14, that tourist
will be tested again and
be able to integrate into
society.
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PM Harris unveils plans for 2021

By Loshaun Dixon

With a global health and
economic crisis having
its impacts in St. Kitts and
Nevis, Prime Minister Dr.
Timothy Harris has identified plans for 2021 that
will form part of the recovery from the negative
effects of COVID-19.
Speaking on his weekly
programme ‘Leadership
Matters’ Dr. Harris said
that thus far the government has paid its employees a total disbursement
of $218M from January
to September, and by year
end, the administration
would have spent about
$300M in payroll-associated costs.
“Importantly, this government has not laid off
one person in spite of
the dramatic reduction in
our tax collections. It has
really been an excellent
example of what a good
employer should do in
times of emergencies and
pandemics.”
He said for the 2021
budget they will have
significantly increased
expenditure on personal

unemployment costs, by
the policy decision to regularize the Government
Auxiliary
Employees
(GAE) and to bring qualified Skills Empowerment
Training
Programme
(STEP) workers, near
3000 of them, as part of
the GAE pool in a phased
way, starting with STEP
workers working with the
central government.
“The associated costs
are not only wages and
salaries, but include social
security costs, one percent
severance levy, three percent social service levy.
This will be one of the
most significant additions
to recurrent revenue in
2021.”
He noted that as they build
out on estimates for 2021,
they will be focused on
costs containment, as well
as efficiency and efficacy
in the delivery of government services.
He announced that public sector reform and
performance-based measures are to be developed by Ambassador His
Excellency Vance Amory,
a former Premier of Nevis

and Senior Minister in the
Federal Government.
“COVID-19 requires us
to be the best that we can
be as citizens, as residents,
people and a country. We
certainly must rise to the
occasion, and I know we
can and we certainly will.
Our customary practices
and approaches to work,
to life, and living in general, cause us to reflect
and reexamine the role of
the executive, the role of
government employees,
the role of the private sector and wider non-governmental community.”
He said the pandemic
has caused them to determine what are the critical
matters that must be addressed to secure a stronger and safer future. Dr.
Harris said it will involve
the protection of the poor
by ensuring continuity
of a large array of social
safety nets
“We shall preserve our
Poverty
Alleviation
Programme, with strict
compliance to the household criteria. We shall
preserve our support to

parents through the stipend to each child in early
childhood. We will continue our social services
support with the voucher
and other programmes.
We will protect our women and girls from abusers
of all types.
“Our school children will
receive support from the
SELF programme, free
dental care, the waiver
of examination fees...
For those with the entrepreneurial zeal, we will
provide through our fresh
start programme support
to micro small and medium sized enterprises.”
He also highlighted plans
for the health sector.
“Support for our health
system for our efforts to
defeat COVID-19 will be
maintained in the 2021
budget. Equally, we shall
introduce measures to
contain and reduce non
communicable diseases,
and shall ensure the provision of enhanced care for
underlying health conditions and heart issues. Our
2021 budget will address
these serious issues.”

Dr. Harris also noted that
in education they will step
up the build out of technical vocational educational
programmes, and will infuse ICTs in schools and
indeed in wider society.

word, and those who are
in the programme will be
evaluated for compliance
with high standards of
behaviour and a contribution to advancement of
our beloved country.”

He also spoke of plans
to maintain safety and
security.

Dr. Harris, who also holds
responsibility for finance,
said they will aim to restore the economy to full
health over the next two
years.

“We shall never shirk
from our responsibilities
to keep our people and
country safe, protecting
our borders and hardening
our resilience to disasters.
We have done very well
in reducing homicides to
record lows over the last
few years...we, of course,
hope this number will go
to zero.”
He promised that the
government will continue
to support law and order
and citizens’ safety and
security.

“We will strengthen programmes of rehabilitation
of prisoners and shall continue the programme of
prison reform. Our Peace
Initiative will showcase
real results from the real

“This starts with the opening of the economy in a
safe way, and that is exactly what we have been
doing. We have a very
targeted approach to the
marketing of St. Kitts and
Nevis in traditional tourism source markets and
in new markets. We shall
prioritize the build out of
capital projects in 2021,
focusing on those with the
highest economic impact.
We shall see innovations
in the transformation of
the CBI program, the
build out of alternative
energy, the expansion of
the agriculture and fisheries programme, increasing opportunities for our
young people to name a
few.”
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‘Taste of Nevis’ deemed
a success

Hon Alexis Jeffers winning the cook-off

Persons participating in the cook-off
By Monique Washington

The Department of
Agriculture’s ‘Taste of
Nevis’ has been deemed a
“success’ by the Director
of Agriculture Randy
Elliott, and has opened
the door for making the
affair an annual one.

of Agriculture, who also
sold seedlings and fruit
trees.
Speaking
with
the
Observer on Thursday,
Director Elliot said that
overall, the venture was a
success.

“We were able to
meet our objective”
The event was held from
October 12 to 17, in recognition of World Food
Day, which was celebrated under the theme
“Grow, Nourish, Sustain.
Together.”
The last three days’ activities were conducted
at the Cultural Village in
Charlestown. The abattoir was well represented,
and provided 23 of their
processed goods as well
as the various meat selections. Fisheries sold
fresh fish and lobster;
food vendors and local
nurseries attended, as
well as the Department

“We were able to meet
our objective, which was
to showcase local produce, local methods of
cooking, local cuisines,
products. A lot of people
came expecting to see
animals and different
vendors and other things
going on, but this was not
the Agriculture Open Day
Fair. This was different,
and overall it was a success,” he said.
Elliott said that there was
a steady flow of people,
but the crowd was not big,
which could have been
due to late advertisement.

“We did not have much
time in terms of preparing. We began planning
about five weeks prior,
and had about a week and
a half to advertise. We
had to seek permission
and then comply with the
COVID-19 rules.”
He said that the highlights
of the event were the master cooking classes and
the Ministers’ Cook-off.
The Ministers’ Cookoff saw Premier Mark
Brantley and Deputy
Premier Alexis Jeffers going face to face in a cooking competition. The men
were asked to prepare
mashed sweet potatoes
and fish. They were both
accompanied by a Chef.
At the end, Minister
Jeffers was judged to
have out-cooked Minister
Brantley.
Though it was the first
time for the Department
of Agriculture to host
such an event, Elliott said
that it will be repeated
next year, around World
Food Day.
“I am just encouraging
the public to join us next
year.”
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A strong CBI Programme aims to:
• Create job opportunities
• Upgrade the interior airport terminal building
• Complete the construction of the Old Road Bay realignment project
• Install a new runway and lighting at the RLB International Airport
• Construct more hotels
• Construct better roads
• Construct the bus terminals
• Complete the second cruise pier
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Judge
sentences teen’s
killer to life
By Monique Washington

Reece Walters, the man
who was convicted in
2019 for the murder
of 15-year-old Jessups
Village resident Shante
Claxton, has been sentenced by Justice Ermin
Moise to the maximum

placing their hands
around her neck and cutting off her oxygen. After
two days of evidence,
Walters was found guilty
by a 12-member jury.
Walters appeared at the
Theodore Hobson QC
Building in Charlestown

the juvenile had made
plans to meet each other
at the St Thomas’ Primary
School to have sex. He
claimed that at that time
Claxton began to tremble
and fell to the floor. He
said he checked for a
pulse and listened for a
heartbeat, but when he

“What you did to this
child was despicable”
– Judge
sentence of life in prison.
Walters’ case
went
to trial in April 2019,
where Director of Public
Prosecution
Valston
Graham called 17 witnesses to testify on behalf of the prosecution.
Witnesses
included
Claxton’s mother, her
grandfather, the forensic
pathologist, the medical examiner and police
officers.

on Monday to be sentenced. The family of
Shanice Claxton were
present in the court as
Walters’ fate was read.
Before Justice Moise
handed down his sentence, he told the court
how he arrived at the
outcome.

“This situation was a
tragedy. She was only 15
years old when she was
found dead in a bathIn addition to the wit- room. She seemed to be
nesses, there was DNA a very promising young
evidence which included lady who had a very good
a condom and DNA from relationship with her parthe nails of Claxton.
ents, siblings and aunts,”
he said.
During the case, the forensic pathologist testi- Justice Moise reminded
fied that Claxton’s death the court that in 2014
was caused by manual when
Walters
was
strangulation. He noted in police custody for
that this could have only Claxton’s death, he told
been caused by someone the officers that he and

didn’t hear one, he took
off the condom and ran.
“She was only 15 years
old and she could not
have consented to sex,
because she was just a
school child. The family,
while they were mourning for Shante, you went
to their house knowing
full well what you did to
the child,” the Judge said.
Moise said that case
was extraordinary and
aggravating.

“The family deserves the
right to know what really
happened,” he said.
He said that during
Walters’ evaluation, it
was discovered that he
never found himself in
trouble. He was a part of

two sports clubs. His family described him as good
and helpful young man,
and they were shocked at
the situation

“What you did to this

child was despicable. You
will remain in prison for
the rest of your life. I will
impose a life sentence
that will be reviewed in
30 years to see if he has
been properly rehabilitated. He will be reviewed
by a psychologist every

four years,” Justice Moise
said.
After the sentencing, an
emotionless Walters was
escorted out of the courtroom in handcuffs to begin his life term.
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Agriculture officials moving apace
to establish chicken business

By Monique Washington

The Federation of St Kitts
and Nevis is now moving
apace in establishing a
broiler business that will
assist in reducing the import bill on poultry.
Floyd Liburd of the
Forestry Services on
Nevis, said the “Forestry
section” of the Department
of Agriculture on Nevis
would have been “heavily involved” in helping
to put together the poultry
industry on the island.
He noted that the idea of
poultry production came
as a result of COVID-19.
“When we look at the
hardship that farmers
were facing in getting
birds out of Barbados.
The hardship of slaughtering birds at the end of six
weeks. We at the Ministry
and the Department decided we wanted to do
something in agriculture
which is big, different and
beneficial,” he said.
Liburd explained that
they have looked at the
data and issues facing the
industry.
“We would have done
our research. We would

have done some letters
of intent on both islands,
and would have met with
supermarket managers,
owners, operators and so
on to feed that sort of information,” he said.

return can be to St Kitts
and Nevis. First of all,
there would be a hold
back of the foreign exchange that would be sent
overseas to purchase these
products,” he said.

Minister of Agriculture
Alexis Jeffers noted that
the Federation’s import
bill for poultry over the
past five years has met
“staggering “and “startling” numbers.

Jeffers noted that with
the addition of a poultry
business on the island,
it will generate employment and also encourage
entrepreneurship.

“Based on the data that
we would have collected from both Customs
Departments, we see that
the Federation of St Kitts
and Nevis has imported
over the last five years
in excess of $43 million
worth of chicken. That is a
huge import bill,” he said.
He added that if the
Federation is able to cut
the import cost by 10 to
50 percent, it would be a
way of holding onto the
island’s foreign exchange.

“If we could cut our importation bill by 10 percent, 20 percent, or even
up to 50 percent over the
next five to ten years,
we understand what the

“The smallest of persons
on the ground here in St
Kitts and Nevis can establish a broiler farm. It will
mirror the same type of
business that we have at
the abattoir in Nevis. Your
job is to raise the birds,
and our jobs will be to
slaughter and then eventually have those products
brought to the market and
sold,” he informed.

Meantime, Liburd said
that the broiler business
“is a timely one, and I
think it is one that will
reap benefits.”

“There are some exciting
things to come, and this is
one of them,” Liburd said.
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Mandarin to be taught in Nevis’
Schools

Chen Chi, professional Mandarin teacher from the Republic of China (Taiwan) Hon Mark Brantley
and His Excellency Tom Lee, Republic of China (Taiwan) Resident Ambassador
By Monique Washington

Students in Nevis will
now be afforded the opportunity to learn a third
language,
Mandarin
Chinese, one of the
world’s most spoken
languages.
This past week, Chen Chi
of Taiwan arrived on the
island to begin teaching
school-aged children the
foreign language. She
has taught in Japan and
Thailand in the past. She
taught
Globalization,
Mandarin and English in
Taiwan.
“Mandarin and English
are the top two most
spoken languages. If you
can speak Mandarin and
English then you can
speak to over 2 billion
people in the world. I

hope the students here can
grab this opportunity to
gain one more ability for

Mark Brantley noted that
the government has continued to champion for

languages. Traditionally
in our schools we teach
French and Spanish, but

village,” he said.
Brantley highlighted the

“Many of our students who have gone and studied in Taiwan
under the long tradition of cooperation that we have with
Taiwan, they have come back and many of them do speak
that language. The purpose for us now is to expand that, and
to ensure that our young people, our school-aged youth, are
equipped with Mandarin skills,” he said.
themselves. I hope they
can build a better connection between St Kitts and
Nevis and Taiwan,” she
said.
Premier of Nevis and
Minister of Education,

education and training.
“We feel that it is a critical approach to national
development, and we
have, as part of that, decided that we must expose our people to foreign

we know that the world
has moved far beyond
those traditional languages. While English is our
mother tongue, as we integrate with the rest of the
world, the world shrinks
and becomes a global

importance of the Island’s
students engaging in other
languages.
“Many of our students
who have gone and
studied in Taiwan under the long tradition of

cooperation that we have
with Taiwan, they have
come back and many of
them do speak that language. The purpose for us
now is to expand that, and
to ensure that our young
people, our school-aged
youth, are equipped with
Mandarin skills,” he said.
Brantley noted that
Mandarin in schools is
a pilot initiative, but he
is hopeful that it will be
successful,
“If our people respond
positively… our schoolaged children respond
positively, we will be
able to continue this
partnership with Taiwan,
to ensure that we have
Mandarin embedded in
our people here, in terms
of a fourth language that
they can learn,” he said.
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Vital role of pharmacists
highlighted in celebratory week

By Petra Mc Sheene

the healthcare sector.”

Pharmacy Week in St.
Kitts and Nevis is being
celebrated from October
18 – 24, and the theme for
this year’s celebrations is
‘Pharmacy For A Better
Tomorrow.’

Minister Byron-NIsbett
stated that although it
would have been apt for
the pharmacies to celebrate with their global
colleagues, the Ministry is
cognisant of the fact that
this year has been vastly
different from other years
due to the COVID-19
pandemic.

Minister of Health Hon.
Akilah
Bryon-Nisbett
in her address to the nation, demonstrated solidarity in celebrating the
week with the Pharmacy

The discipline of pharmacy is very wide, and

Some activities for the week
include a Church Service;
Lectures on Pain Management; The
Importance of Combined Therapy
in Cancer Treatment, and a Fun Day.
Association.
“This theme was adapted
from the 10th International
Pharmacy Week which
was celebrated September
21- 25, executed under
the theme, ‘Transforming
Global Health.’ The
Ministry of Health wishes
to applaud all practising
and retired pharmacists
and technicians for their
enormous contribution to

covers
manufacturing,
research and dispensing, thus pharmacists and
pharmacy technicians are
vital to the effective management of any pharmacy
establishment.

The Health Minister
further stated that in the
context of COVID-19,
in many clinical and

manufacturing settings,
research
pharmacists
are assisting in developing treatment algorithms
and new vaccines in the
fight against the dreaded
disease. She encouraged
all citizens to support the
Pharmacy Association in
the week of activities.
Some activities for the
week include a Church
Service; Lectures on
Pain Management; The
Importance of Combined
Therapy
in
Cancer
Treatment, and a Fun Day.

“The Ministry congratulates all pharmacists for
their achievements and
looks forward to the significant increase of the
number of registered
pharmacists to elevate the
professional standard, and
foster diversity for more
specific and comprehensive patient care in alignment with their theme.”
The Ministry saluted all
pharmacists and continued to wish them well in
advancing their profession
which would redound to
the benefits of the citizens
and ensure quality public
health in the federation.
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Liburd vows to continue service
despite petition blow

Ian Liburd (C) with supporters on Nomination Day
By Loshaun Dixon

Although his hopes have
been dashed for returning to Parliament, former Minister of Public
Infrastructure and former
constituency representative for East Basseterre,
Ian ‘Patches’ Liburd, has
vowed to continue to
serve the people of the
constituency and St. Kitts
and Nevis.

Liburd confirmed that he
gave instructions to his
lawyer that the application must be withdrawn
in relation to the petition
he had filed.
The case filed by Liburd
after the June 5 Elections,
when he lost by 24 votes
in the East Basseterre
Constituency to Geoffrey
Hanley of the St. Kitts
and Nevis Labour Party,
was that there were 98 rejected ballots, 60 of which
Liburd was claiming were
votes intended for him.
On October 2, Justice
Trevor Warde and solicitors for Liburd and
Hanley examined the

ballots that were cast in
that constituency during
the last election and, according to reports, of the
98 rejected votes, only
77 showed clear intent,
with 44 going to Hanley
and 33 for Liburd, meaning that it would not have
been enough to unseat
Hanley and continuation
would be futile.

Given those facts, Liburd
accepted the inevitable,
and subsequently thanked
his well-wishers and
supporters.
“…In particular my warriors from the East, also
my countless number
of supporters. I can still
assure you that I have
faith, and God continues to be merciful to me.
Throughout my lifetime
I have had to face many
challenges, and have
learnt to turn potential opportunities and potential
failures into successes.”
He noted that he will
continue to serve the
Federation and the people
of East Basseterre.

“When I tell you that I am
peaceful, please believe,
as I am at peace with God;
peace with the world and
peace with myself. I will
continue to render service
to my people and to my
country. In the spirit of
our motto ‘Country above
self’, I continue to serve
my country in another capacity. It was never about
me, but service to my
people and to my beloved
country of St. Kitts and
Nevis. I still have a lot of
political work to continue
in Constituency one.”
Since the election, Liburd
has been appointed
by
Prime
Minister
Dr. Timothy Harris as
Ambassador in the Office
of the Prime Minister
and Special Advisor to
the Ministry of Public
Infrastructure.

Both sides had until last
week to file their written
submissions following
the assessment of the ballots. High Court Judge
Justice Trevor Warde is
expected to deliver a decision on October 30.
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Motorcyclist charged in
elder’s death

Conrade Simon of Wellington Road
By Loshaun Dixon

A 29-year-old motorcyclist has been charged by
police after his alleged
reckless riding led to the
demise of an elderly man
from East Basseterre.
Police have confirmed
that on Monday, October
19, Rae Clarke, of
Mattingley Heights, was
arrested and charged with
the offence of Causing
Death by Dangerous
Driving.
Clarke is accused of causing the death of 81-yearold Conrade Simon of
Wellington Road, with
whom he collided in
a traffic accident on
October 15, 2020. Clarke

is currently in police
custody.
The

police

also

Mr. Simon by Resident
Pathologist, Dr. Adrian
Nunez.

of multiple traumatic
injuries due to the traffic
accident.

an-

Police investigations revealed that close to 5
p.m. on the day in question, Clarke was riding
along Cayon Street, and Simon had stepped
down from the sidewalk onto the road in the vicinity of the pedestrian crossing on Pond Road.
When heading east onto Pond Road, Clarke collided with Simon.
nounced that an autopsy was performed on
Monday, on the body of

Dr. Nunez concluded that
death was due to traumatic shock as a consequence

Last week, police confirmed the traffic accident occurred on October

15, 2020, in the vicinity of the Queen Victoria
Roundabout, that connects Wellington Road
and Cayon Street in
Basseterre.

The accident involved
motorbike PB 5341,
which is owned and was
being ridden by Rae
Clarke, and pedestrian
Conrade Simon. Police
investigations revealed
that close to 5 p.m. on the
day in question, Clarke
was riding along Cayon
Street, and Simon had
stepped down from the
sidewalk onto the road in
the vicinity of the pedestrian crossing on Pond
Road. When heading east

onto Pond Road, Clarke
collided with Simon.

Clarke received a cut and
minor bruises on his feet.
The Emergency Medical
Service
transported
Simon to the JNF General
Hospital where he later
died.

This road fatality came a
little over one month after
Jimmy Jules of St. Paul’s
was killed when he was a
passenger on the back of a
truck and was flung from
the vehicle after a motorcycle came out of a side
road in front of the truck,
and the driver lost control.
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New COVID-19
Prevention and
Control Bill to
ensure public
safety
Superintendent of Police Cromwell Henry encourages citizens and residents to adopt non-pharmaceutical interventions.
BASSETERRE, St. Kitts
— The new COVID-19
(Prevention and Control)
Bill, 2020, which received its first reading in
National Assembly on
October 15, will ensure a
more permanent solution
to public safety when it
passes.
“This Bill is intended to

21 National Emergency
Operations
Centre
(NEOC)
COVID-19
Briefing. “The main provisions of the COVID-19
Regulations which we
are quite familiar with
will form part of this new
Bill.”
All ports of entry and
stakeholders in the tour-

that will be implemented
at our air and sea ports
for incoming travellers
and at our hotels and
other tourism sites,” said
Superintendent Henry.
“There will be a strict
regime of COVID-19
inspections and certification for all major sectors
of our economy. This will
include hotels, taxi and

“This Bill is intended to replace the
Emergency Powers COVID-19 Regulations and provide a more permanent legal framework to regulate
the containment of the spread of
COVID-19 in the Federation,”
replace the Emergency
Powers
COVID-19
Regulations and provide
a more permanent legal
framework to regulate
the containment of the
spread of COVID-19
in
the
Federation,”
said
Superintendent
of Police Cromwell
Henry at the October

ism sector will be guided by the COVID-19
(Prevention and Control)
Bill, 2020.

“It will also give legal
effect to all the protocols

tour operators, sea transportation and boating sector, tourism-related sites
and educational institutions. All sectors will be
required to satisfactorily
show that they can safely
operate in a manner that
significantly minimizes
risk to public health.”

Henry touched briefly
on the Compliance Task
Force, noting that they
will ensure a “critical and
important component” to
the Federation’s “efforts
to prevent the spread will
be compliance.”

said Henry. “The compliance team is also empowered to monitor all social
events to ensure that these
events have the necessary approvals from the
Commissioner of Police
and are complying with
the terms and conditions
of such approval.”

“Therefore, the law makes
provisions for a compliance team and has given
this them broad authority to enter businesses,
enterprises and offices to
ensure compliance with
the provisions of the law,”

Equally important, there
is also protection for the
team. As mandated by
law, anyone who obstructs a member of the
National COVID-19 Task
Force or the Compliance
Task Force will be liable

to a fine not exceeding
$5,000.
As St. Kitts and Nevis
prepares for the October
31 reopening of the borders,
Superintendent
Henry
encouraged
citizens and residents to
adopt non-pharmaceutical interventions. These
include wearing a mask;
practicing good hygiene
and sanitization habits;
and observing social and
physical distancing protocols. These, he said,
should keep everyone
safe.
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Minister of Agriculture wants to
rekindle breeding programmes,
increase crop production
BASSETERRE,
St.
Kitts — Minister
of Agriculture, the
Honourable
Alexis
Jeffers, said that he and
his ministry are committed to rekindling
breeding programmes
and increasing crop
production within the
Federation.
“We are in a very difficult period of time, what
we do and the planning
that we put in place will
prepare us fully to roll
out our programmes,”
said Hon. Jeffers.

When speaking about
the budget presentation
by Permanent Secretary
Ron Collins, Jeffers
said, “He did an excellent job, during his
presentation he laid the
platform for what we
do in crop production,
livestock production,
and fisheries.

“He [Collins] spoke
about the launch or the
reopening of Bayford’s
Centre of Excellence,
an area that would
have been a breadbasket in the past when
it came to livestock,”
said Jeffers. “We want
to rekindle that with
breeding programs, and
training. That will get
our farmers some new
breeds and upgraded
and updated animals
with small ruminants or
cattle.
“We hope to increase
our crop production,”
he said. “We have done
an excellent job in beefing up our Propagation
Unit and are hoping to
get our production up
to a point where we can
explore the possibilities of sending products
overseas to our neighbouring islands.”
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‘NIA could have
done more for FS
employees,’ says
NRP Leader
Dr. Janice Daniel Hodge
By Monique Washington

Government.

New Leader of the Nevis
Reformation Party (NRP)
Dr. Janice Daniel Hodge
claims that the leaders of the Nevis Island
Administration
(NIA)
could have done more in
trying to save the jobs of
280 persons who have
been laid off by the Four
Seasons Resort.

“There should have been
negotiations. The government should have
discussed ways in which
persons would have still
been employed. Whether
it is by reducing hours or
days, something could
have been done. I don’t
want to downplay the
impact of COVID-19, but
negotiations should have
been a part of it,” she said.

Last week, Premier of
Nevis Mark Brantley announced that his government had been advised by
the Four Seasons Resort
that notice had been given
to 280 workers at that
Resort, and this was “due
to the delay of the reopening of the borders and resulting loss of business.”

He said that the Resort
has been forced to restructure its operations,
and now requires “only
the minimum staff members necessary to support
significantly reduced occupancy levels”.

Speaking
with
the
Observer, Daniel-Hodge
said that the Government
should have been more
than just “advised” and
negotiations
should
have been held between
the employer and the

Daniel-Hodge pointed
out that when CIBC First
Caribbean decided to
close its doors in Nevis,
“the Premier declared
that we have no control
whether a bank or any
other business decides to
close, because ‘that is a
business decision.’”

“The CCM’s approach
to governing the affairs
of Nevis is entirely unacceptable, especially where
the businesses upon
which Nevisians rely for
their livelihoods can freely decide to close or create mass unemployment,
without intervention from
our Government!”
Meanwhile, the Premier
said that the affected
workers are entitled to
all benefits and payments owed to them,
and this would have

been accessible between
Monday October 19, and
today, October 23.
He revealed that news of
the layoffs was expected
but still tragic news for
the island.

“My government assures
affected workers that we
shall work closely with
the Federal Government
to ensure that they receive
their full severance and
other benefits to which
they are entitled. We are
also committed to partnering with affected workers
and their families to do all
that we can to assist them
in this difficult period for
them, and for our island
home,” he said.

He noted that the government looks forward to the
reopening of the borders
on October 31, 2020, and
the gradual reopening of
the hotel sector, and will
continue to engage in
an aggressive marketing
campaign to attract business to the island.

“As Premier, I give
my
solemn
pledge
that we shall not allow
COVID-19 to defeat us.
This pandemic has been
a health crisis, and has
now become a full blown

economic crisis. But as a
government that has always put our people front
and centre of our decisionmaking, I assure each and
every affected worker that
my government shall not

abandon you in this period of difficulty.
“Our island has thus far
endured the brunt of this
crisis, and are still standing. We have done so

with the grace of God and
the excellent leadership
of our COVID-19 Task
Force, which has guided
us exceptionally well thus
far,” he said.
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Ministry of Health taking
preventative mosquito
measures

By Loshaun Dixon

The Ministry of Health is
warning that the risk of an
increase of dengue fever
on the island is expected
with increased rainfall
and with the borders in
the Federation set to reopen October 31.
Chief Medical Officer Dr.
Hazel Laws said that the
borders reopening poses
a risk of cases popping up
locally.
“There are a number of
neighbouring islands that
are reporting confirmed
cases of Dengue, and
once our borders open,
we run the risk of having
cases locally.”
She said that at present the

vector control officers are
working “very seriously”
in terms of source reduction, and fogging and

terms of preventing a local dengue outbreak. We
are advised to stock up on
good mosquito repellent,

“Yes, we have been getting good rainfall, and
when the water settles in
empty dirty containers in

She urged all citizens to rid
their households of still water
in and around the premises.
spraying to reduce the
mosquito densities.
Dr. Laws reminded of tips
to prevent a dengue fever
outbreak.
“As a means of reminder,
again, we all have a collective responsibility in

and eliminate standing
water in and around our
homes.”
She urged all citizens to
rid their households of
still water in and around
the premises, and observe other tips to prevent
mosquitoes.

and around our homes,
we need to go through
at least once a week and
eliminate standing water.
Ensure screens on windows and doors are intact,
wear protective clothing
in the early morning and
at dusk.”

Earlier this week, the
Ministry of Health in a
statement announced that
they will be doing fogging for mosquito control
at 6:00pm daily.
The statement also asked
households to use or dispose of whatever stored
water they may have, or
to keep water containers
tightly closed or covered
in order to prevent mosquito breeding.
The Ministry also urged
residents to keep their
windows and doors open
in order to allow the fog to
pass through their homes
so that the chemical could
knock down any adult
mosquitoes which may be
present.

“Persons with sinus or
asthma problems are
advised not to stay in
their homes, nor in close
proximity to the fog. If
possible, leave your home
and return about one
hour after,” the statement
advised.
Dengue Fever is a mosquito-borne disease transmitted by the bite of the
Aedes Aegypti mosquito.
Persons infected with the
virus develop signs and
symptoms on average
five days after being bitten by the mosquito. The
most common symptoms
of Dengue Fever include
fever, headache, pain behind the eyes, muscle and
joint pains and a red itchy
rash.
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