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By Monique Washington

The Department of Social 
Services, YES to Success 
(YTS) initiative on Nevis 
has officially opened 
the doors of its new skill 
training and diversion 
site this past week, and is 
ready to continue its ser-
vice to at-risk youths on 
the island.
The YTS program was 
launched in 2015. Its 
focus is on providing 
training and programs to 
at-risk youth in the com-
munity. The construction 
of the building was com-
pleted in August 2020.
Programs for the YTS 
include, among others: 
training in construction-
related skills; training in 
hospitality preparedness; 
job preparedness ses-
sions; paid work intern-
ships; connecting youth 
to one-time short-term 
work while they seek 
full-time employment; 
anger management, and 
crime prevention-related 
sessions for youths.
Sandra Maynard, Director 
of the Department of 
Social Services lauded 
Eric Evelyn, Minister in 
charge of Social Service, 
for helping to deliver the 

completed building.
“How did we get here? 
Our minister Eric 
Evelyn’s commitment to 
youth development has 
embraced this program 
from the time he stepped 
into office. He has been 
and continues to be a stal-
wart of youth and com-
munity work. As such, 
although the program it-
self already started, when 
we needed infrastructural 
setup NIA funds were al-
located for this construc-
tion,” she said. 
Maynard added that 
other persons and institu-
tions were instrumental 
in helping to complete 
the infrastructure, which 
included Permanent 
Secretary Keith Glasgow 
and Social Services 
Directors’ member-
ship, under the National 
Advisory Board of the 
YES project, in collabo-
ration with the OECS 
Juvenile Justice Reform.
“They were instrumen-
tal in helping us to stay 
abreast of, and make 
good use of a wealth of 
training for our staff and 
resources for the site. It 
is an operation that we 
have been working on for 
a year and a half. It is a 

modest setup, but a setup 
for big plans,” she said. 
Evelyn, in delivering 
remarks, said the pro-
gram “is a very good 
demonstration” of what 
the government is do-
ing in investing in young 
people. 
“It looks quite simple, 
but it cost quite a bit of 
money. Anything to do 
with the development of 
our young people, this 
ministry will make sure 
wherever the funds come 
from, we will have the 
funds to continue pro-
grams like these,” he said.
Evelyn encouraged 
young people passing 
through the program to 
take full advantage with 
the assistance of the YES 
to success program.
“Within Social Services, 
within my ministries, 
and within the Nevis 
Island Administration, 
the word failure is not in 
our vocabulary. We are all 
about success. This will 
be another feather in our 
cap in our ministry as we 
continue to push to em-
power our young people, 
and never to leave anyone 
behind,” he said.

LOCAL NEWS

Hon Eric Evelyn cutting the ribbon to signify the opening of the YTS 
building (Pic courtesy NIA)

YTS officially opens doors of  
its new site
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PM acknowledges risks,  
but confident in protocols 

By Loshaun Dixon

The risks associated will 
be manageable, Prime 
Minister of St. Kitts 
and Nevis Dr. Timothy 
Harris has assured, as the 
Federation’s borders are 
set to be reopened.
Speaking on Leadership 
Matters, Dr. Harris said 
that the federal govern-
ment has now focused 
efforts on revitalizing 
the hotel and restaurant 
sectors. 
He admitted that there are 
risks associated with the 
opening of the borders, 
but was confident they 
can be managed with the 
protocols in place.
“These risks however 
are very manageable. We 
have been encouraged to 
wear masks for months...
tonight we revisit that 
particular need and re-
quirement, and ensured 
encouragement.”
He urged all citizens and 
residents that with the in-
crease in risk, more effort 
should be placed on the 
wearing of masks and fol-
lowing other protocols. 
“Let us make sure we do 
wear our masks, especial-
ly after Saturday when a 
new influx of persons 

will come in, some from 
very high-risk areas such 
as the United States of 
America, the United 
Kingdom, Europe, and 
other Caribbean islands. 
We are among the last to 
open up. We were among 
the first to close.” 
Dr. Harris labeled the bor-
ders reopening a “historic 
moment” and noted that 
by utilizing an all-of-so-
ciety approach, the people 
of the country have bond-
ed together.  
“We put our best foot for-
ward; we confronted the 
COVID-19 pandemic and 
we survived to tell the sto-
ry. We have to keep doing 
the sensible thing; follow-
ing the science, comply-
ing with the science. We 
have to do the right thing, 
and we must do all we can 
to keep it safe. I advise we 
must be careful but never 
fearful. We must do all 
the right things and leave 
the rest to an all-powerful 
God.”
He said the government 
had implemented a step-
wise approach follow-
ing the science, learning 
from others, and adapting 
to meet the Federation’s 
unique situation. 
“We opened up gradu-
ally and carefully such 

sectors as agriculture and 
fisheries, manufacturing, 
retail, wholesale, and 
construction.”
He gave the rationale for 
the reopening of the bor-
ders after the Federation 
would have fought 
COVID-19 so well thus 
far. 
“I can answer that ques-
tion again: why are we 
opening up in the follow-
ing ways. We are opening 
up fully now so that our 
citizens and permanent 
residents trapped abroad 
by COVID-19 could re-
turn to our beautiful and 
peaceful country. They 
have family waiting, 
churches, communities 
and jobs waiting for them. 
“We did promise when 
we do regain some nor-
malcy, our people will be 
allowed to return home. 
Things are now relatively 
under control.  After 
seven months in another 
country, it is time for our 
people who want to come 
back, to be able to return. 
After all, we all agreed 
there is no place like 
home, especially when 
that home is St. Kitts and 
Nevis.” 
He said that over the last 
seven months the gov-
ernment strengthened 

the healthcare system, 
expended nearly $3M 
to support the Cuban 
medical brigade which 
was brought in to fortify 
and enhance our capac-
ity to deliver superlative 
healthcare. 
Dr. Harris noted they 
recently expended and 
committed $7M to retro-
fit the St. Christopher Air 
and Sea Ports Authority 
(SCASPA) and to keep its 
workers safe on the job.
“We are opening up too, 
because people want to 
feel a sense of near nor-
malcy in their lives, and 
work is a critical aspect 
of that normalcy. People 
need their self-worth and 
routine, stability, and in-
come that a job provides. 
A reason to get up, and 
something to look for-
ward to doing. Work adds 
a sense of balance, pur-
pose, and helps to anchor 
one’s health.”
He added that they cannot 
keep the economy locked 
down for too long, as 
certain sectors would be 
destroyed. 
“The truth is, we know 
enough to open carefully 
and safely, and that is 
what we are committed to 
doing. We are opening up 
to allow our hotels, guest 

houses and residences 
to eventually re-engage 
those who were laid off.  
Our country is part of 
the world, and we are 
stepping up our efforts 
to restore our economy. 
Allowing tourism to re-
build is a critical part of 
our recovery plan; we will 
open up safely.”
He said the medical ex-
perts have established 
protocols for all to ob-
serve, and “all we need 
to do is follow the guide-
lines and be wise, protect 
ourselves, our families, 
our loved ones, and our 
country.”
Dr. Harris also addressed 
misinformation on the 
cost travelers will face for 
quarantine. 
“There is no adequate 
public venue for quaran-
tine. We started with the 
system of quarantining at 
home; some breached it 
and put many persons at 
risk. As a result, we had to 
secure government-mon-
itored quarantine sites in 
order to keep our people 
safe.”
He said that OTI and 
other hotels have ac-
cepted to provide desig-
nated areas and blocks 
of rooms appropriately 
suited and situated on 

their property to serve as 
quarantine facilities.
The prime minister broke 
down the cost of quaran-
tine in the Federation.
“The cost at OTI was 
negotiated with… its 
owners, the TDC Group 
of Companies. The cost 
is US$500 for 14 days, 
not for one day, and this 
equates to US$35 per 
day. I must repeat, there 
is no profit in this for the 
government. The full 
US$500 goes to TDC. 
Here, our people pay a 
minimum cost for private 
quarantine facilities. The 
government bears the cost 
of electricity and water at 
OTI, and these costs are 
hugely substantial. We 
are, as a government, 
subsidizing the stay of 
those quarantined at the 
hotel. In addition, we pay 
the security there, and we 
have to provide protective 
equipment for all workers 
of the government who 
are put in service.”
He said arrangements at 
the Royal St. Kitts Hotel, 
Sugar Bay Hotel, and any 
other hotel, are privately 
negotiated. Additionally, 
students and persons over 
62 are generally exempt-
ed from these costs, on 
request. 

Passengers arriving at the Robert L. Bradshaw International Airport.
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Opposition and governance.

EDITORIAL

EDITORIAL

On Nevis, the Leader of the Nevis Reformation Party, Dr. Janice Daniel 
Hodge is unhappy with that the Nevis Island Administration allowed 
itself to merely be informed over the position taken by our major hotel to 
layoff staff.  She would have preferred “negotiations” over advisement. 
She also seems to have disliked the way FCIBC was allowed to advise.

Over on St Kitts, Senator Dr Joyelle Clarke of the St. Kitts Nevis Labour 
Party, the is unhappy about government’s behavior in rushing electoral 
reform, saying that the amendments to streamline voting from one’s 
current ordinary residence should not have been a priority action. 

Both statements emanate from the party in opposition, and bring into 
question the role of Opposition in the governance of our country.  We 
believe with the purist position that the primary role of the Official 
Opposition, as well as opposition parties, is to question government 
actions. We believe that an Opposition should see itself as a government 
in waiting and should therefore present alternatives to existing 
government policies.  The business of criticizing just for criticizing sake 
does the country no good. 

In our first-past-the-post system, it is easy to forget that Oppositions, 
even having  lost, still represent significant portions  of the electorate   
Last election, they received a little under half (45.4%) of the votes 
validly cast; and for several elections past, the opposition garnered more 
total votes than the party/parties that formed the government. This is not 
unusual: in the 2016 US elections, Clinton failed to win the presidency 
even with 3 million more votes than Trump.

To be sure, we expect government to promote employment and to set 
protectionism guidelines, but in this Covid environment, did we really 
expect full employment with no or reduced business?  What exactly 

would Dr Daniel-Hodge have done differently?  Is NRP promoting that 
government should play a role in the operation of private businesses?  Do 
we really want “big brother” watching over us?  We think not!

Meanwhile, for Dr Clarke to describe the amendment in the electoral 
law as a rushed job is to ignore the fact that what is being done now was 
proposed about 14 years ago, and under the party that she now represents 
in parliament.  Yet again, we are left to wonder what change, if any, she 
would consider urgent and important to enhance our democracy. 

It is a dangerous fallacy to assume that the 55% of the people (the 
majority) who chose to put the government in office have all the answers.  
It is equally dangerous to assume that the 45% (the minority) who chose 
the opposition have nothing but negative criticism to offer.  It is time to 
break the mold; it is time for all to become involved in governance for 
the common good. 
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Staff at Kare Nursing Agency

By Petra Mc Sheene

Inspired by the need to 
care for people and want-
ing to do more, Nurse 
Keisha Rawlins, also 
known as Nurse Bloice, 
embarked on a journey 
four years ago in estab-
lishing the Kare Nursing 
Agency. She solicited the 
help of a few other ladies, 
and hence the entity was 
borne.
Located at Fort Thomas 
Road, Kare Nursing 
Agency (KNA) offers 
a wide variety of health 
care services, including 
but not limited to home 
care, night and day care 
services, urinalysis, foot 
care, phlebotomy, asthma 
care, personal care and 
hygiene, pregnancy tests 
and SpO2, just to name a 
few. 
Rawlins pointed out that 
at Kare Nursing Agency, 
numerous activities are 
also done including el-
derly drives, and school 
activities - where staff 
members go to schools 
and speak to students 
about the importance of 
taking care of the elderly, 
and what they can do to 
achieve that. 
“The goal of Kare 
Nursing Agency is to 
make a difference, not to 

make money. We put out 
more than we get in, but 
we are happy doing it, be-
cause we see many posi-
tive changes in lives.” 
Rawlins said that on 
Sundays there are a series 
of different topics that are 
usually aired on the na-
tional television to accom-
modate persons who are 
not able to go to the agen-
cy because of COVID-19 
regulations. Some of the 
topics that have already 
been discussed include 
hypertension, kidney fail-
ure, depression, disaster 
preparedness, diabetes, 
elderly care and heart 
attack.
Many more topics are 
in the process of being 
discussed on the Sunday 
series, including head 
trauma, gastroenteritis, 
menopause, and care of 
the newborn, just to name 
a few. 
“We recently did a breast 
screening day, and we 
are still continuing with 
that, but we are open-
ing to different business 
places whose employees 
didn’t get a chance to get 
checked.” 
Kare Nursing Agency 
doesn’t only cater to the 
elderly, but also to the 
whole family setting. 

Antenatal care is sched-
uled to begin in the up-
coming week. 
Irish Town Primary 
School has been adopted 
by the Kare Nursing 
Agency, as Rawlins was a 
former student there. She 
pointed out that a num-
ber of care packages will 
be donated to parents of 
students at the school in 
December. Rawlins also 
mentioned that adoption 
of the school includes a 
KNA Scholarship which 
is still in the works and 
has not been fine-tuned as 
yet. 
As Diabetic Week draws 
closer, the Kare Nursing 
Agency will be hosting 
a walk on Diabetic Day 
on Saturday, November 
14th, which will start at 
the office in Fort Thomas 
Road and travel to Kim 
Collins Stadium and 
back. The walk starts at 
6am and breakfast will be 
served after. 
Kare Nursing Agency can 
be reached at the office 
number: 869-466-8900, 
Cell: 869-663-2273 or via 
their Facebook page: Kare 
Nursing Agency. And 
there is also a YouTube 
channel where persons 
can view videos of discus-
sions and topics from the 
past weeks. 

Kare Nursing Agency 
Remains Devoted to 

Home Care 
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Joycelyn Mitcham is presented with her accolade

LOCAL NEWS

By Petra Mc Sheene 

On October 22, under 
the distinguished pa-
tronage of Dr. the Hon. 
Timothy Harris, the 17th 
Annual Help A Child 
Program was held at the 
Mount Carmel Baptist 
Church. Ninety-five stu-
dents from schools in the 
Prime Minister’s District, 
as well as students from 
the Cotton Thomas 
Comprehensive School, 
were awarded. 
This program has been 
in place for 17 years and 
823 students have been 
awarded thus far. 
In his remarks, Permanent 
Secretary of Education, 

Vincent Hodge informed 
the students that in spite 
of COVID-19 they have 
to dream, and dream big, 
and encouraged them not 
to put their learning on 
the back burner. He stated 
that the length of the pro-
gram shows stability and 
commitment, and that the 
Prime Minister dreamed 
about it even before he 
was Prime Minister. 
Prime Minister Harris in 
his remarks, reminded the 
students that the ‘sky is 
the limit’ but they cannot 
reach their limit unless 
they impose the limits 
on themselves. He stated 
that it is every citizen’s re-
sponsibility to find an op-
portunity to help persons 

in need. 
Harris pointed out that 
his older brother and his 

wife were the ones that 
purchased his school 
uniforms, and when it 
was time to sit the newly 
introduced CXC exams, 
it was a kind friend that 
paid his examination fees. 
The Prime Minister stated 
that the program has been 
ongoing for 17 years, and 
he was impressed to see 
what has become of some 

of the students who ben-
efitted from it. 
“The education which we 

want to have being pur-
veyed in our schools must 
educate and encourage 
our young people towards 
production and produc-
tivity, and of course, 
responsibility.”
He further stated that the 
students were going to 
be the next set of ambas-
sadors, honorary consuls, 

police officers, nurses, 
doctors, businessmen and 
women making a produc-
tive contribution to St. 

Kitts and Nevis. 
“The best gift we can give 
to our young people is the 
gift of a quality education, 
and if the education is 
well suited, then we shall 
never regret what they 
become, because educa-
tion must help them make 
life’s choices.”

Suzette Cannonier, 
Principal of Joshua 
Obidiah Primary, Dale 
Phipps of the Edgar T. 
Morris Primary, Catherel 
Bergan, Principal of the 
Violet Petty Primary and 
Mercia Dore, Principal 
of Estridge Primary, all 
received high commen-
dations from the Prime 
Minister on their hard 
work and dedication. 
Former Principal of 
the Joshua Obidiah 
Primary School Joycelyn 
Mitcham received a spe-
cial award for her many 
years as an educator. She 
expressed her gratitude 
for the award and pointed 
out that she has a genuine 
love for children. 

95 students awarded as 17th  
‘Help A Child’ program held 

“The best gift we can give to our 
young people is the gift of a  

quality education”

Students of Cotton Thomas 
Comprehensive with PS Vincent 
Hodge, Senator Nisbett, PM Har-

ris and Hon. Vance Amory

A visually impaired student of Cotton Thomas Comprehensive 
receives an award
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By Monique Washington 

General Manager of the 
Nevis Air and Sea Ports 
Authority (NASPA), Oral 
Brandy, has announced 
that the ports in Nevis are 
ready to accept nation-
als and tourists when the 
borders reopen tomorrow, 
October 31.
Speaking at the 
Emergency Operation 
Centre briefing on 
Monday, Brandy noted 
that much work has been 
completed at the ports and 
several procedures have 
been put in place for the 
reopening.
“I am pleased to say that 
NASPA will be ready for 
the October 31 reopening 
of the borders. Much work 
has been done at our ports, 
and procedures have been 
put in place for that date. 
We have retrofitted all 
of our counters for easy 
cleaning, and installed 

cough and sneeze guards 
at all areas where there is 
customer interaction. We 
are making greater use 
of technology by using 
self-cleaning surfaces on 
all doors, and automatic 

faucets in all bathrooms. 
We have also installed 
automatic doors in high 
traffic areas,” he said. 
Brandy also informed that 

a health facility has been 
constructed at the Vance 
Amory International 
Airport for passenger 
screening and passenger 
testing, as well as an isola-
tion room, waiting room, 

and additional restroom. 
He said that security fea-
tures have been enhanced 
to allow for less human to 
human contact.

The Observer questioned 
Brandy as to the enhance-
ments at the other ports on 
the island.
“Charlestown will have 
more detailed work done. 

We would have hand san-
itizing stations there. We 
have been putting things 
in place to make sure 
that we are ready not just 
at the airport, but at the 

seaports as well. When it 
comes to mask-wearing, 
we expect that the gen-
eral public would see by 
now the importance of 
doing so, but the security 
there will also enforce the 
mask-wearing,” he said.
“We have done detailed 
cleaning at all ports to 
create a healthier envi-
ronment. There will also 
be scheduled fogging at 
all ports with the use of 
a hospital-grade disin-
fectant. All security and 
cargo personnel will be 
provided with personal 
protective gear. We have 
doubled our hand sanitiz-
er stations across all ports 
to include automatic and 
manual machines.”
Brandy noted that the 
International Civil 
Aviation Organization 
(ICAO) has allowed trav-
eling passengers to carry 
as much as a 12 oz bottle 
of hand sanitizer. He 

noted that all other secu-
rity features will remain 
in place. 
“All incoming cargo and 
airline baggage into the 
airports and seaports will 
be disinfected. The gener-
al public should note that 
only passengers traveling 
will be allowed beyond 
the drop off point at the 
airport,” he said. 
“Over the past few 
months, the NASPA  has 
been working in con-
junction with the Nevis 
COVID-19 Task Force 
to prevent or to reduce 
the risk of the COVID-19 
pandemic affecting our 
country. More recently 
and prior to the an-
nouncement of a date 
of the reopening of our 
borders, we set about put-
ting measures in place 
for the inevitable - that is, 
welcoming nationals and 
visitors once again to our 
shores,” he said.

NASPA “will be ready”

“Charlestown will have more  
detailed work done. We would have 
hand sanitizing stations there. We 
have been putting things in place 
to make sure that we are ready not 
just at the airport, but at the  
seaports as well.

General Manager of NASPA, Oral Brandy (Photo Credit: NIA)
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By Loshaun Dixon 

With the borders set to re-
open tomorrow (October 
31) the federal cabinet in 
St. Kitts and Nevis took 
a tour of the Federation’s 
major port, the RLB 
International airport, on 
Monday, where they were 
briefed on the progress of 
work at the facility and 
the procedures that will 
be in place.
Chief Medical Officer Dr. 
Hazel Laws updated the 
Cabinet on the medical 
screening procedure trav-
elers will face when they 
arrive at the airport.
Dr. Laws told the gov-
ernment ministers that 
incoming passengers 
would be queued ahead 
of approaching the medi-
cal screening unit.
“In the medical screening 
unit, there are four-port 
health counters. The port 
health surveillance offi-
cers will be checking the 
health data which would 

have been submitted prior 
to arrival, and would con-
duct the focus health as-
sessment of the passenger 
along with a temperature 
check.”
She said once the passen-
ger isn’t asymptomatic, 
they will then be allowed 
to exit the medical 
screening area and move 
towards the Immigration 
and to Customs, and then 
will be free to leave the air-
port via free COVID-19 
ground transportation.
Dr. Laws highlighted the 
procedure for passengers 
who are found to have 
COVID-like symptoms.
“The passenger will be 
directed to one of three 
testing booths where the 
appropriate nasal sample 
will be taken and sent to 
the local laboratory for 
testing...the individual 
after having their sample 
taken will be directed to 
one of the two isolation 
rooms in the isolation 
sections on the ramp.

She continued, “Here the 
passenger will be isolat-
ed, evaluated and triaged 
by the medical team. The 
passenger will then be 
transferred directly from 
the isolation room and 
unit via appropriate trans-
portation, either to the 
COVID Ward at the JNF 
Hospital or the accom-
modation site.”
The improvements be-
ing undertaken as part 
of the RLB International 
Airport COVID-19 
Retrofit Project, are being 
done ahead of the October 
31 official reopening.
Phase one involves the 
retrofitting of the arrival 
area and the installation 
of sneeze guards. 
Minister of Tourism and 
Transport Lindsay Grant, 
said that this phase in-
cludes the construction of 
a welcome centre.
“This will house passen-
gers ahead of the medical 
screening process. This 

involves the erection of a 
50×100-foot transparent 
tent on reinforced wood-
en flooring and bathroom 
facilities in the contain-
ers. The welcome centre 
would be air-conditioned, 
equipped with seating to 
accommodate more than 
140 passengers, conces-
sion stands, and TVs 
displaying the relevant 
information.”
According to Grant, other 
aspects of phase one of 
the RLB International 
Airport, COVID-19 
Retrofit Project include 
the newly constructed 
medical centre with an 
isolation unit; the recon-
figuration of the immi-
gration hall; the creation 
of a medical screening 
room (formerly the VIP 
Lounge) outfitted with 
four screening stations, a 
testing booth, and thermal 
scanning facilities; and 
the installation of plexi-
glass as sneeze guards 
throughout the airport, all 
in an attempt to protect 
airport staff.

“Phase one was pro-
jected to cost approxi-
mately $2 million EC 
dollars. However, major 
changes were made dur-
ing the construction to 
augment safety, espe-
cially within the medical 
isolation centre and the 
medical screening area. 
Additionally, the scope 
was extended to include a 
sixth element, which is a 
complete transformation 
of the Customs baggage 
hall area. This was nec-
essary to reorganize the 
processing of passengers 
to reduce the bottlenecks 
while keeping Customs 
officers safe.” 
Minister of Education 
Jonel Powell was confi-
dent that the measures put 
in place will result in the 
safety of residents.
“These are necessary 
measures as we reopen 
our borders in light of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
and to see that we are 
not just talking the talk 
but walking the walk - in 

terms of putting protocols 
and processes in place to 
not only keep our visitors 
safe, but to keep us as lo-
cals and residents safe. 
“The plans have been 
very extensive. I don’t 
think anything has been 
left out. I was actually 
surprised at just some of 
the steps that have been 
put in place to ensure 
that we have a safe and 
smooth process.” 
Last week American 
Airlines and British 
Airways announced trav-
el schedules into St. Kitts, 
with American Airlines 
flying out of Miami on 
November 7, 14, 18, 21, 
22, 25, 28 and 29. 

British Airways Flights 
2157 from London’s 
Gatwick to St. Kitts 
and Nevis, resumes 
November 7, with flights 
scheduled for every other 
Saturday for the month of 
November. 

Cabinet briefed on Airport Protocols 
as reopening nears

Cabinet members being briefed on work at the airport in preparation for borders reopening 

LOCAL NEWS
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By Monique Washington

SKN Moves, Nevis 
Chapter is calling all bike 
riders over the age of 18 
to participate in its relay 
event which is scheduled 
for November 15. 
The Bike Relay was first 
scheduled to be held 
in March 2020, how-
ever, with the threat of 
COVID-19, the event had 
to be postponed until a 
later date. Registration is 
now open, and persons 
can sign up at the Health 
Promotion Unit. The fee 
is EC$25 per person. 
Registration closes on 
November 6. 
SKN Moves, Nevis 
Chapter was official 
launched in October 2019 
with a walk relay along 
the island’s main road, 
which cumulated at the 
Fit Wellness Park. SKN 
Moves, Nevis Chapter 
is a collaborative effort 
between the Ministry 
of Health and Gender 
Affairs, The Department 
of Sports and Fit Wellness 
Centre.
The relay competition 
will consist of ten teams of 
four. The race will begin 

at the Samuel Hunkins 
Drive in Charlestown, 
then go around the base 
of Craddock Road, onto 
Main Street, and end 
back on Samuel Hunkins 
Drive. Each rider will do 
four laps before hand-
ing off their bike to their 
teammate.
All bikes and safety 
gear will be provided by 
Winston Crooke, who is 
a sponsor for the event. 
The Red Cross will be on 
hand, and a bike technical 
team will be traveling.
According to Crooke, 
registrants’ height will 
be taken and participants 
will be teamed with per-
sons close to the height to 
make it easier and more 
manageable for the ex-
changing of the bikes.
Speaking with the 
Observer on Monday, 
Shelagh James, 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
Specialist in the Ministry 
of Health, said that the re-
lay event is all about fun 
and so much competition.
“It’s all about fun. It is 
about getting out.  It is 
about socializing, it is 
about trying something 

different. Not everybody 
is a cyclist, but at least you 
can attempt to do some-
thing, and at least attempt 
to do something that you 
might actually enjoy. It’s 
not a race as such, it is a 
day out to enjoy you,” she 
said. 
James urged more women 
to be a part of the event.
“Currently there are 24 
people already regis-
tered. We need females. 
Females don’t participate 
in most of the activi-
ties we put out there for 
whatever reasons. But 
women ride bikes. We are 
encouraging women and 
everyone to ride bikes,” 
she said.

All participants will re-
ceive a medal, and the 
winning team will receive 
the ‘winner’s trophy’ 
sponsored by the Law 
Office of Ricaldo Caines.

The police will issue a 
bulletin of the traffic ar-
rangements, and control 
traffic on the day of the 
event.

‘SKN Moves’ 
plans event 

to  ‘ride’ 
through 

Charlestown
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A strong CBI Programme aims to:

• Create job opportunities
• Upgrade the interior airport terminal building
• Complete the construction of the Old Road Bay realignment project
• Install a new runway and lighting at the RLB International Airport
• Construct more hotels
• Construct better roads
• Construct the bus terminals
• Complete the second cruise pier
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BASSETERRE, St. 
Kitts — The Honourable 
Lindsay Grant, Minister 
of Tourism, Transport and 
Ports, met with Taxis and 
tour Operators on October 
27 to discuss the way 
forward with the borders 
reopening on October 31.
“

The meeting was very 
important because at that 
time we were able to put 
the position of the state 
of the industry to the 
taxi and tour operators 
as it stands today,” said 
Minister Grant.

Minister Grant said that 
the operators raised sev-
eral questions.
“A big concern was that 
the prescribed protocols 
for their vehicles require 
them to install either a 
Plexiglas or Velcro [par-
tition] but I believe that 
at the end of the day… I 
think they were comfort-
able with that,” said Hon. 
Grant. “At the end of the 
meeting, the understand-
ing was that what we have 
been doing over the last 
seven months is to ensure 
the safety of our citizens 
which is paramount.”

The minister St. Kitts and 
Nevis as “a low-risk des-
tination” will “add value 
to our tourism product.”

Members of the National 
Emergency Operations 
Centre were also present 
at the meeting. According 
to Minister Grant, they 
were successful in com-
municating to the taxis 
and tour operators the 
“reasons for our in-depth 
approach to the matter of 
COVID-19.”

Hon. Grant meets with taxi,  
tour operators to clarify their 

responsibilities
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The Finished Touch provides Air-con-
dition installation, repairs and mainte-
nance service within the Federation.

LOCAL NEWS

Police  
concerned 

with  
intentionally 

set fires
By Monique Washington

The Head of the Nevis 
Division of the Royal St. 
Kitts and Nevis Police 
Force Superintendent 
Lydon David said that 
they are concerned with 
the recent destruction of 
business properties with 
the use of fire.

On October 22, a van be-
longing to The Finished 
Touch was set ablaze in 
the company’s yard in 
Jessups, in what the police 
are calling apparent arson.
The Finished Touch 
provides Air-condition 
installation, repairs and 
maintenance service with-
in the Federation.

Speaking with the 
Observer, Superintendent 
David said that based on 
additional information, 
they have concluded that 
the fire was set intention-
ally between 1:00 and 
2:00 am on the morning 

of October 22.
“The Finished Touch, that 
matter is currently under 
investigation. We are con-
cerned regarding these 
fires, because we realize 
that these are businesses 
that are having their prop-
erty damaged by fire; their 
property is what they use 

to conduct their business,” 
he said. 
A similar incident took 
place in August when 
four of the Islander 
Watersports boats on 
caught on fire. Islander 
Watersports provides 
water taxi service mul-
tiple times daily between 
Oualie Beach in Nevis 
and Reggae Beach in St. 
Kitts. They also provide 
charter services and jet ski 
rentals, as well as other 
water sporting activities.
On August 17 around 1 
am in New Castle, three 
boats that were parked in 
an empty lot across from 
the home of Winston 

Perkins, owner of Islander 
Watersports, went ablaze. 
According to a witness, 
the fire department was 
called but took some 
time to report to the fire 
because a fourth boat that 
was parked at the Oualie 
water taxi pier, owned by 
Perkins, had also caught 
ablaze

David noted that the 
Perkins matter is still un-
der investigation. 
“We have done a number 
of scientific examinations 
at the scene we have per-
sons that were taken into 
custody and questioned. 
No one has been charged; 
however, we continue 
our investigations,” he 
informed. 

David urged persons who 
may have to provide it to 
the police “so that we can 
investigate theses matter 
properly and bring the 
perpetrators or perpetrator 
to justice”

The Fished Touch Vehicle burnt by arsonist 
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COVID-19 
compliance 

set for  

ramp up
By Loshaun Dixon

Officials in St. Kitts and 
Nevis will be ramping up 
COVID-19 compliance 
in the Federation with the 
borders set to reopen.
The State of Emergency 
was recently extended by 
a resolution of Parliament 
until December 31, 2020. 
New COVID-19 regu-
lations have also been 
published and expire on 
December 31, 2020, and 
are an extension of the 
previous regulations.
The government recently 
brought a COVID-19 
Prevention and Mitigation 
Bill  that had its first read-
ing in Parliament, and is 
intended to replace the 
COVID-19 regulations to 
regulate and contain the 
spread of COVID-19. 

Superintendent of Police 
Cromwell Henry said that 
they will ramp up com-
pliance checks across all 
sectors to ensure public 
safety. 

“There will be a strict 
regime of COVID-19 in-
spections and certification 
for all major sectors of 
our economy. Our hotels, 
taxi and tour operators, 
sea transportation and 
boating sector, tourism-
related sites, and edu-
cational institutions. All 
sectors will be required 
to satisfactorily show that 
they can safely operate 
in a manner that signifi-
cantly minimizes risk to 
public health.”
He said a critical com-
ponent to help to contain 
spread would be compli-
ance, where new laws 
make provision for a 
team with broad author-
ity - to enter businesses, 
enterprises, and offices to 
ensure adherence to pro-
visions of the law. 

“The compliance team 
is also empowered to 
monitor all social events, 
to ensure that these 
events have the neces-
sary approvals from the 
Commissioner of Police 
and are complying with 

the terms and conditions 
of such approval.”
Henry also noted there 
was some protection for 
the compliance team in 
the new legislation.

“The law provides that a 
person who obstructs any 
member of the National 
COVID-19 Task Force 
or a member of the com-
pliance team commits 
an offence, and is liable 
on summary conviction 
to a fine not exceeding 
$5000.”
He urged all to abide by 
the regulations, noting 
they were the best mea-
sures currently to fight the 
virus.
“As we prepare for the 
reopening of our borders, 
we hope that our citizens 
and residents appreciate 
what we are doing, and 
adopt the non-pharma-
ceutical interventions as 
a new way of life, as they 
are the only way at this 
time to safely coexist with 
the virus.”

Cabinet members being briefed on work at the airport in 
preparation for borders reopening 
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By Loshaun Dixon

COVID-19 returning 
to St. Kitts and Nevis is 
inevitable when the bor-
ders reopen, according 
to Chief Medical Officer 
Dr. Hazel Laws, who also 
urged individual respon-
sibility to avoid a second 
national lockdown.
Speaking at a press brief-
ing on the borders re-
opening, Dr. Laws said 
that with outbreaks wors-
ening in the major tour-
ism markets, the risk of 
the virus returning to the 
Federation remains very 
high.
“Our borders will be 
opened on Saturday, and 
based on what I would 
have said before, the 
COVID-19 outbreak is 
worsening in our source 
markets. I like to keep it 
real, and so the virus and 
the outbreak is worsening 
in the United Kingdom, 
Canada and the United 
States of America, and we 
are opening our borders. 
The flights are coming in, 
and I think it goes without 
saying that the risk of re-
introduction of the virus 

to the Federation is very 
high.”
She then explained what 
is being done to protect 
citizens from the virus.
“We are doing all that we 
can to reopen safely. We 
must reopen, and so we 
have put in place what we 
think will allow us to do 
so safely.”
In reducing the spread, Dr. 
Laws said all will have a 
responsibility, individu-
ally and collectively, to 
protect themselves from 
the virus, and to prevent 
the spread of the virus.
“We need to continue 
wearing our face masks. 
Some of us may have got-
ten lax or forgotten the 
mask at home, or taken 
a chance to go to a func-
tion without the mask. We 
need to be serious about 
wearing our masks at all 
times, especially when in 
public spaces 

“Physical distancing, 
maintaining six feet from 
others when in public 
spaces, is very impor-
tant. Hand hygiene and 

avoiding crowded places 
is also very important, 
especially after next week 
when the flights would 
have landed.”
Dr. Laws added that all 
citizens and residents have 
a responsibility to prevent 
a second lockdown. 
“We need all of us to do 
our part in adhering to the 
measures that we recom-
mend. It is not just for us 
the health system to pre-
vent a lockdown. Every 
single person in St. Kitts 
and Nevis has a responsi-
bility in terms of prevent-
ing a second lockdown.”
Medical Chief of Staff, 
Dr. Cameron Wilkinson, 
commenting on avoid-
ing another lockdown, 
said during the last seven 
months they have learnt 
a lot about how to deal 
with, and how to live with 
the virus.
“We used the seven 
months to learn about 
the virus and preach to 
the public about personal 
responsibility and the 
things that we have to do, 
individually, to contain 

the virus. When we open, 
we would have hoped 
that the general public 
would have listened to us, 
and abide by the rules we 
spoke about in containing 
the virus.”
He noted that there is no 
plan for a second lock-
down, and gave the cri-
teria that would trigger a 
lockdown.
“It is not our intention to 
have another lockdown, 
because once persons do 
what we have preached 
about social distancing 
and wearing the mask 
and hand sanitizing, we 
should be able to function 
normally. The WHO has 
said we have passed the 
stage of lockdown and we 
have to learn to live with 
the virus, and try to gener-
ate economic activity as 
we move forward. 
“If we get to a stage 
where we have signifi-
cant community spread 
and our healthcare system 
becomes overwhelmed, 
then that would be a 
trigger for us to look to-
wards locking down to 
contain the virus, but I 

am hoping with what we 
have learned over the last 
seven months, that we 
would not be going to that 
stage.”
Dr. Wilkinson reiterated, 
“We should be looking 
forward to the opening 
with a great sense of pride 
that we have contained 
the virus over the last 
seven months, and should 
be looking to do our own 
personal responsibility in 
terms of containing the 
virus.”
The borders in St. Kitts 
and Nevis are set to 
be opened tomorrow, 
October 31, welcoming 
commercial flights to the 
Federation for the first 
time since March.
Work on the retrofitting 
of the RLB International 
Airport is progressing 
smoothly and quickly, ac-
cording to Tuffida Stewart 
of the St. Christopher Air 
and Sea Ports Authority 
(SCASPA).
The arrivals area has been 
completely transformed 
to facilitate the safe pro-
cessing of passengers, and 

SCASPA has confirmed 
that the facilities would 
be able to process the ar-
riving passengers imme-
diately upon reopening.
Stewart noted that some 
deliverables need to be 
completed to fully com-
plete the retrofit works, 
but it is expected they will 
be done by November 6.
She said ample direc-
tional signage would be 
installed, physical dis-
tancing markers would be 
installed on seating, and 
a public address system 
in the welcome area and 
medical screening area.
“Access to the airport 
would be restricted to 
persons with a need to 
conduct business at the 
airport. Travelling pas-
sengers with valid docu-
ments, airport staff, cargo 
customers and brokers or 
persons doing delivery 
and carrying out main-
tenance work, would be 
allowed access. Only 
drop off of passengers is 
allowed. No parking for 
vehicles dropping off pas-
sengers,” Stewart said

With borders reopening…
Health officials urge responsibility 

to avoid lockdowns

Medical Chief of Staff, Dr. Cameron Wilkinson (L) and CMO Dr. Hazel Laws
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We are making 
good progress in  

Geothermal –  
Premier Brantley

By Monique Washington

Contracts are currently 
being renegotiated and 
“good progress” is being 
made as it relates to the 
future use of geothermal 
energy to produce power 
on the island of Nevis, ac-
cording to Premier Mark 
Brantley.
On Thursday, during his 
monthly press conference, 
the Observer questioned 
the Premier as to the situ-
ation with geothermal en-
ergy. He revealed that he 
was moments away from 
having a teleconference 
between the developers 
Nevis Renewable Energy 
International (NREI) 
and the Caribbean 
Development Bank, who 
have come on board to be 
a part of the project.
In November 2015, 
the Nevis Island 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , 
NEVLEC and NREI 
signed a Power Purchase 
Agreement. The agree-
ment provides for geo-
thermal resources on 
Nevis to supply 25 years 
of domestic baseload re-
newable energy supply. 
The first phase of the proj-
ect will see 9 megawatts 
of power that is immedi-
ately expandable to meet 
the ongoing power needs 
of the island, and capable 
of exporting 40-50 mega-
watts of additional power 
to neighbouring islands.

In 2018, the NREI, con-
tracted GeothermEX to 
test the status of the geo-
thermal well at Hamilton. 
GeothermEX provided 
well-testing services, in-
cluding designing well 
tests and specifying instru-
mentation requirements.
In February of this year, 
Mc Leavon Tross, lo-
cal representative for 
geothermal developers 
NREI, said that they 
would be beginning the 
construction phases of the 
plant in March. The proj-
ect, he said, would take 
from 20-24 months and 
about 80 persons would 
be hired over the con-
struction time. The cost 
of the project would be 
between US$65 Million 
to US$70 Million. 
“I believe that we have 
made good progress. 
What we have opted to 
do is to renegotiate our 
contracts with NREI. We 
were able to renegotiate 
under the basis that geo-
thermal is long overdue. 
They were not able to 
honour the commitment. 
Under that commitment, 
we should have had geo-
thermal power on Nevis 
available to the people 
of Nevis since December 
of 2015. So, it has been 
five years in delay. So we 
were able to use that and 
renegotiate,” Brantley 
said. 
He noted that once these 

negotiations are finalized 
he will be able to say 
more.
The Observer also ques-
tioned Brantley on the 
unscheduled power out-
ages the island has been 
experiencing. He noted 
that problem has since 
been fixed, and the only 
outages that the island 
should experience are 
scheduled outages, due 
to maintenance work cur-
rently being undertaken at 
the NEVLEC plant.
“These unplanned out-
ages have now been cor-
rected, and all we have 
to look forward to is the 
scheduled outages that 
we will be advised ahead 
of time, as maintenance 
work will continue
The newest Wärtsilä 
engine is due for mainte-
nance. We could continue 
to run the engine. I think 
that was the practice in 
the past. We could have 
run the engine hundreds 
of hours beyond the stated 
time for maintenance. We 
opted not to do that, but to 
maintain the engine when 
maintenance becomes 
due,” he said. 

Brantley noted that the 
Wärtsilä engine supplies 
40 percent of the load on 
the island. 
He added that COVID-19 

posed an additional prob-
lem to the unplanned 
outages

“In the ordinary course, 
Wärtsilä would have set 
in an expert to assist, but 

because of COVID and 
the quarantine require-
ments, that was not pos-
sible. Persons did not 
want to come and spend 
14 days in quarantine. It 
made the problem worse 

and delayed us in doing 
what we want to do. Once 
the main engine is back 
up, yes we can supply all 
of Nevis, including the 
hotels, as what we are ac-
customed to,” he said. 
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Cayon High 
School Class of 

2020 Says  
Goodbye 

By Petra Mc Sheene

In spite of COVID-19 
regulations, the Cayon 
High School successfully 
hosted its annual gradua-
tion ceremony at the Mt. 
Carmel Baptist Church. 
The event was chaired 
by Senator Dr. Joyelle 
Clarke, a current teacher 
at the school. 
Principal of Cayon High 
School, Ms. Andrea 
James in her remarks de-
scribed the Class of 2020 
as a remarkable one.
“You will forever be ‘that 
graduating class’.” James 
pointed out. “The class 
that missed events such 
as prom.”
James encouraged the 
graduates to revel in the 
milestone moment and 
take time to say thanks 
to all persons who were 
instrumental in getting 
them there, including 
their parents. 
She stated that the stu-
dents were able to ma-
noeuvre over the many 
hurdles of the 2019-
2020 school year and 
secured 100% passes 
in Physical Education, 
Textile, Clothing and 
Fashion, Principles 
of Business, EDPM, 
Office Administration, 
Principles of Accounts, 
English B, Geography, 
Agricultural Science, 
Technical Drawing and 
Industrial Electronic 
Technology.
The students of Cayon 
High School also 
achieved 76% passes in 
Mathematics, a grade 
that is 15 points above 

the nation’s Mathematics 
pass rate and for the first 
time ever in Cayon High 
School history, a student 
obtained 10 Grade 1s in 
one sitting.
James pointed out that the 
faculty and staff at Cayon 
High School were very 
proud of the students for 
returning some of the best 
results in the nation. 
Josanna Williams, gradu-
ating student, was de-
scribed by the principal 
as an outstanding foot-
baller. Williams repre-
sented the St. Kitts-Nevis 
U20 National Team at 
CONCACAF Olympic 
qualifier in Dominica. 
She was also chosen for 
the senior women football 
team and was awarded 
best and youngest player 
in 2018. 
“Sitting with us are stu-
dents who have regained 
titles for the school 
which had not been 
won in decades, namely 
Ms. Avanya Richards 
who won the National 
Carnival Talented Teen 
in 2018,” Principal James 
pointed out. 
James expressed thanks 
to the Cayon community, 
CHS Alumni and stake-
holders. She encouraged 
the graduates to ‘press 
on, nothing in this world 
can take the place of per-
sistence’ as the theme for 
their graduation states. 
She further encouraged 
them to be responsible 
people with a mission; 
people who will be grate-
ful and possess great 
personalities, and people 
who will persist and have 
dreams of excellence.

“This class was resilient, 
this class was tenacious, 
this class was creative 
and resourceful, and a 
class that could handle 
anything that was thrown 

their way, even a pan-
demic. Congratulations 
class of 2020.”
Minister of Education, 
Hon. Jonel Powell in 

giving brief remarks 
stated that Cayon High 
School is a proud institu-
tion and has a legacy for 
producing some of the 
most outstanding scholars 

and statesmen the federa-
tion has seen, and made 
a note that the current 

CONTINUED ON 
PAGE 22

Cayon High School Class of 2020
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By Loshaun Dixon

The St. Kitts and Nevis 
Trades and Labour Union 
last Sunday hosted its 
81st annual conference, 
with the focus of the oc-
casion being on inspiring 
trade union growth in the 
new normal.
The event was held in 
the presence of members 
of the union, as well as 
government officials and 
members of its sister or-
ganization - the St. Kitts 
Teachers Union - and 
others

President of the St. Kitts 
and Nevis Trades and 
Labour Union Sydney 
Bridgewater, said that 
they are conscious of the 
rights and duties to the 
workers of the Federation 
and what they fought for.
He said visits and phone 
calls to their office dur-
ing the pandemic kept the 
organization focused and 
driven 
“We listen to concerns 
and complaints, the 
given advice, and act on 
their behalf respectively. 
During this period of 
layoffs and business clo-
sures, and other related 
areas, our union has been 
busy with workers who 
reach out to us on matters 
of severance pay, calcula-
tions, and the reasons for 
being laid off. Our union 
members have consulted 

us and so, to have other 
workers who know about 
the role of the union.”
He said that their func-
tion and effectiveness 
encouraged workers who 
were not among their 
membership to join the 
organization.
“I am confident and com-
forted that there were 
inspired personal experi-
ences to do so in our han-
dling of grievances.”
Bridgewater explained 
what he role of the Labour 
Union was, noting it was 
to “listen to our voice and 
to be a voice.”
“Our Organization in-
tends on engaging the 
public through specific 
promotional and educa-
tional activities to see us 
expand our membership”
He said they were waiting 
to further its contribution 
to the shaping of the na-
tion’s labour code docu-
ments, spearheaded by 
the competent authorities.
“We have been in discus-
sions with our legal coun-
sel and were able to get 
financial assistance from 
the International Labour 
Organizations for which 
we are grateful.”
Bridgewater noted that 
they were still learning 
from COVID-19 and 
its impact on the labour 

market and their ability to 
function.
“Working from home 
using technological de-
vices is not new, but has 
taken on a special focus. 
Workplaces continue to 
adapt as we now operate 
towards a futuristic out-
look and the functioning 
of the labour market.”
Labour Commissioner 
Shernel James congratu-
lated them on their 81st 
annual conference and 
said the rights of workers 
and employers to form 
and join organizations of 
their choice, contribute to 
a free and open society 
“Freedom of association 
is also considered a basic 
civil liberty, but serves as 
a building block for the 
social and economic pro-
cess. Moreover, freedom 
of association is linked 
to effective work condi-
tions of a right to collec-
tive bargaining. In turn, 
sound, collective bargain-
ing initiatives ensure that 
employers and workers 
have an equal voice in 
negotiations, and that the 
outcome would be fair 
and equitable.
She said the theme was 
timely, as the world grap-
ples with the effects of the 
global pandemic.
“The shock of COVID-19 
is like no other, involving 
simultaneous disruptions 

to both supply and de-
mand in our economy. 
The infections reduce la-
bour supply and produc-
tivity while lockdowns, 
business closure and so-
cial distancing...can also 
cause supply disruption.
“On the demand side, 
layoffs and the loss of 
income from morbid-
ity, quarantine and loss 
of jobs, and worsening 
economic prospects, have 
further reduced house-
hold consumption and 
business investment.”
She highlighted how 
unions such as this can re-
main relevant in the new 
normal.
“Build resilience and 
growth through social 
inclusion, collective 
bargaining, diversity in 
membership, and for-
mation of alliances and 
partnerships. Moreover, 
in the context of labour 
and administration resil-
ience and social dialogue, 
ensure not only worker’s 
rights are adhered to, but 
that working with the 
employer is imperative to 
this ever-changing world 
of work.”
James said going forward, 
unions must be built on 
values, ideals and a clear 
vision in a society where 
workers’ rights are recog-
nized, and where there are 
stability, equilibrium and 
justice for all, that will 

result in the sustainability 
and continuity of decent 
work.
She said unions were 
important for industrial 
society.
“Now more than ever, we 
must change to adapt to 
the new norms of work-
places. There must be 
the recognition that the 
future of work must look 
beyond the formal setting, 
and play into the informal 
sectors.
“Rather than looking 
to expand its scope in 
services, unions must 
have the ability to offer 
something meaningful 
to employees who were 
once the privileged part-
ners of unions. Without 
the ability to resolve the 
issue which gives unions 
recognition, a seat at the 
table, and ensures the 
opportunity for buying 
partite consultation, there 
will not be a scope for 
growth and resilience.”
James added that devel-
oping innovative solu-
tions or selling them at 
increasing membership 
will determine growth 
and allow unions to “not 
merely be another interest 
group trying to preserve 
some collective bargain-
ing practices, but ensur-
ing workers have an equal 
voice in negotiations”.
Leader of the St. Kitts 

Nevis Labour Party, Dr. 
Denzil Douglas, said the 
global crisis ushered in by 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
has created a critical junc-
ture for workers.

“We are at another criti-
cal juncture when the 
merging of streams of 
development in the global 
community is creating 
new shifts that will man-
date that all sectors of 
the economy, including 
the social partners or tri-
partite membership, will 
have to commit to rein-
venting themselves to re-
main relevant, if they are 
to develop resilience and 
survive.”

He said the new normal 
in the workplace as a 
result of the COVID-19 
pandemic will be just as 
difficult but worse for 
workers at the lower end 
of the market, who lack 
genuine representation 

“The present situation 
prescribes the adoption 
of novel approaches. It 
mandates dynamic, bold 
and structured leadership 
that will be able to reach 
frontline workers who are 
at the highest risk on ac-
count of this pandemic, 
and thus would need 
representation for these 
frontline workers for their 
protection.”

 President of the SKN Trades and Labour Union,  
Sydney Bridgewater 

SKN Trades and 
Labour Union 

adapting to the 
new normal

LOCAL NEWS
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By Petra Mc Sheene

Bringing new life into the 
world is said to be one of 
the world’s greatest and 
amazing moments, but 
at times things do not go 
as planned, and for many 
numerous medical or 
unexplainable reasons, 
some mothers lose their 
lives while giving birth.
Such was the case of 
young mother Tessa 
Woodley who lost her 
life while giving birth to 
her baby on October 17. 
Unfortunately, the little 
angel that she gave birth 
to also lost her life the fol-
lowing day.
A candlelight vigil was 
held in their memory on 
October 23. The vigil be-
gan at the home of Tessa’s 
mom and continued onto 
the basketball court at The 
Village, where a short ser-
vice was held. Emotions 
ran high as a picture of 

Tessa was displayed and 
candles lit. 
Tessa’s five surviving 
children each lit a candle 
in her memory. The first 
candle represented grief, 
the second candle rep-
resented courage, the 
third candle represented 
her memory, the fourth 
candle represented the 
light of love and the fifth 
candle represented the 
light of hope. 
During tributes, different 
persons expressed deepest 
condolences to the family 
and shared memories of 
times they had together. 
One person who gave 
a tribute indicated that 
he was the one that took 
Tessa to the hospital with 
her boyfriend, and she 
told him that she would 
be back in a few days. He 
stated that when he got 
the news of her demise, 
it came as a shock to him. 

One other person stated 
that hearing the news of 
Tessa’s passing made her 
cry uncontrollably, be-
cause she had lost a very 
good friend and five chil-
dren had lost their mother, 
and a sister they would 
never know. 
Many persons came out 
to light a candle to hon-
our the memory of Tessa 
Woodley, and many 
described her as having 
a kind heart and joyful 
spirit, and always help-
ing persons whenever she 
could. 
The funeral service for 
Tessa Woodley will be 
held tomorrow, October 
31, at the Apostolic Faith 
Church in the Village, 
and persons are asked to 
continue practicing the 
COVID-19 protocol. 
Tessa leaves to mourn her 
parents, siblings, and her 
five children. 

LOCAL NEWS

Candlelight  
Service Held for 

Young Mother
A small section of the crowd at the candlelight vigil



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday October 30th, 2020 NEWSPage:22 NEWSPage:22 ADVERTISEMENTSLOCAL NEWSLOCAL NEWS

leader of the federation, 
Hon. Dr. Timothy Harris 
received his secondary 
education within those 
walls.

Minister Powell congrat-
ulated Josanna Williams 
on having the best CSEC 
Results on passing 10 
subjects with six Grade 
1s. He charged students 
that were already pursu-
ing studies at the CFBC, 
to continue to work hard 
and be positive; not to 
lose sight of their goals, as 
the world is their oyster. 
“To the students who 
were not extremely out-
standing, do not give up. 
It is often said that thorns 
do not keep a rose from 
blooming, neither should 
obstacles keep you from 
success.”

Powell stated that the 
Ministry of Education 
is concerned about the 
number of dropouts 
and the number of stu-
dents permitted to write 
Mathematics and English 
A at CSEC. He pointed 
out that remedial action 
must be developed to ad-
dress the shortfall. 

Past student of the Cayon 
High School, Ms. Karla 
Berridge was the guest 
speaker at the ceremony, 
and in her remarks en-
couraged the current 
graduates to continue to 
be persistent. 
Some special awards 
were given to several 
students. The Margaret 
Hutchinson Award for 
outstanding performance 
in Mathematics went to 
Deandre Mitcham. The 

Sandra Mitcham Award 
for outstanding results in 
Literature went to both 
Tiquana Proctor and Zoya 
Govia. The Mathematic 
Department Award went 
to Josanna Williams 
and Jonella Edgar. The 
Principles Awards for 
best CSEC results went 
to Josanna Williams 
and Jenee Joseph. 
The Learning Support 
Award went to Christina 
Forrester and the Larry 
Vaughn Award for best 
results in English and 
Literature went to Zoya 
Govia. 
Dr. Terrence Drew took 
the opportunity to present 
his reward for best results 
in Science to graduates 
Genaiah Browne and 
D’Andre Mitcham. 

Josanna Williams in her 

valedictorian speech in-
dicated that although she 
received many awards 
and accolades during 
school for sports, she 
never dreamed of being 
on stage presenting the 
valedictorian speech, and 
stated firmly that 2020 is 

full of surprises. 

“As we look back on five 
amazing years of our lives 
at Cayon High School, it 
is easy to say it was worth 
it. A pathway have been 

made for us, let us make 
the best of it. Let us be 
critical thinkers, let’s 
be law makers, not law 
breakers, let’s be healers, 
not destroyers, and let us 
prepare to run this world 
and make it a better place 
for generations to come.” 

Valedictorian Josanna Williams delivering her speech 

Cayon High School Class of 2020 Says Goodbye 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18
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By Loshaun Dixon

Event organizers and 
promoters in St. Kitts and 
Nevis are being warned 
that failure to comply 
with COVID-19 proto-
cols could lead to their 
events being shut down or 
their permits withdrawn.
Chairman of the 
COVID-19 Taskforce, 
Abdias Samuel, has sent 
out a firm warning to 
party planners and pro-
moters to comply with 

the COVID-19 protocols, 
after a week when some 
promoters saw their per-
mits withdrawn.
Samuel said, “Event or-
ganizers, given prior ap-
proval, failed to comply 
with the stipulated proto-
cols, and therefore with 
the support of the Royal 
St. Christopher and Nevis 
Police Force, the event 
was shut down. Again, let 
this be a warning to all.”
He said although efforts 
are being made to get 
back to normal, coop-
eration was necessary 
by the public and event 

organizers.
“We are doing every-
thing to begin to normal-
ize a way of life again 
in St. Kitts and Nevis. 
However, cooperation is 
needed. The compliance 
team visited this event 
and on several occasions, 
they gave the necessary 
caution, they advised 
what is needed. However, 
the host of the event de-
cided to violate the terms 
and conditions, given to 
him or her, and hence the 

necessary actions were 
taken in the interests of 
public health and safety.”
He pleaded to the pro-
moters to adhere to the 
terms and conditions 
agreed upon to keep the 
entertainment industry 
open in the federation.
“I’m appealing to all 
event organizers who 
continue to break the 
terms and conditions to 
host their events, you 
will be dealt with accord-
ingly during these times. 
We need everybody on 
board, we need your sup-
port. If you to continue to 

break the law you will be 
dealt with”
Samuel added that even 
some businesses have 
failed to comply with 
some of the existing 
regulations as it relates to 
COVID-19.
 “The compliance team 
goes out, and as they go 
out every day, they return 
with reports of the lack 
of compliance by a num-
ber of business places by 
simply not putting mark-

ings to separate persons, 
not even having sneeze 
guards, cough guards to 
protect the staff, and also 
to protect customers. We 
are also looking at not 
having hand sanitization 
stations or even having a 
spray bottle to help with 
hand hygiene.“
Last month Prime 
Minister of St. Kitts and 
Nevis Dr. Timothy Harris 
and Premier of Nevis 
Mark Brantley pleaded 
with party-goers and pro-
moters to adhere to the 
protocols and not drop 
their guards as it relates to 
COVID-19.

Promoters 
warned  

again

“I’m appealing to all event  
organizers who continue to break 
the terms and conditions to host 

their events, you will be dealt with 
accordingly during these times. 

Chairman of the COVID-19 Taskforce, Abdias Samuel, 
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