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By Petra Mc Sheene

In an address to the na-
tion in observance of 
National Youth Month, 
Minister of Education, 
Youth and Sports, Hon. 
Jonel Powell stated that 
the power of youth is a 
perennial wealth for the 
entire world. 

He emphasised that Youth 
Month allows persons 
to come together to rec-
ognize and celebrate the 
contributions and prom-
ise of the youth to nation 
building. 

“It affords each of us an 
opportunity to individu-
ally and collectively rec-
ognize the value of our 
youth to current and fu-
ture St. Kitts and Nevis.”

The theme for this ob-
servance is ‘Celebrating 
Youth Creativity, 
Innovation and 
Resilience.’

Minister Powell pointed 
out that after paying hom-
age to the senior citizens 
during the Month of the 
Elderly celebrated in 
October, it is important to 
note that their contribu-
tions were made during 
their more youthful years. 

“They often regale us 
with anecdotes of days of 
hard work, sparse neces-
sities and absent luxuries, 
yet the spirit of resilience 

and creativity ignited their 
spirit of innovation and 
effort to not only survive 
but thrive.” 

“Due to the global pan-
demic, school age youth 
were introduced to learn-
ing through the online 
platform and an increase 
was seen of videos across 
different social media net-
works. For some young 
persons, social media 
jumpstarted their pursuit 
of new hobbies, some of 
which were transformed 
into profitable business 
ventures. 

“Several of our young 
established entrepreneurs 
saw COVID-19 not as the 
pitfall of their business, 
but as an opportunity to 
innovate and adjust their 
business models to over-
come the challenge while 
satisfying the demands of 
their clients.”

Minister Powell stated 
that young entrepreneurs 
are the embodiment of 
strength, proclaimed in 
the National Anthem, 
as they represent and 
demonstrate what is pos-
sible through creativity, 
innovation and resilience, 
and others should take 
comfort in following the 
example and mirroring 
their efforts. 

He announced that in 
2021, the Department 
of Youth Empowerment 
intends to intensify its 
drive to fully establish 

the youths in ICTs and 
mass media, a program 
that seeks to equip and 
empower young people 
as digital citizens, and to 
incorporate and innovate 
ICT to improve their lives 
and livelihood. 

“The Department of 
Youth is actively engaged 
with several youth stake-
holders and other partners 
to develop and deliver 
programming and servic-
es designed to positively 
engage and empower our 
young people in 2021 and 
beyond. 

“One such initiative is the 
Shine program that en-
gages school age youth in 
a yearlong series designed 
to build up and enhance 
the protective factors 
while reducing their risk 
factors.”

The 25 Most Remarkable 
Teens will be held on 
November 19, however 
due to the social distanc-
ing protocols, a tempo-
rary venue will be used 
as opposed to the usual 
venue. 

Other activities for Youth 
Month celebrations 
include a fun day for 
differently-abled youth, a 
virtual series of youth en-
trepreneurial training and 
a virtual art exhibition. 

“It is important to high-
light that the Ministry of 
Youth intends to forge 
partnerships and col-
laboration with the newly 
established Ministry 
of Entrepreneurship to 
collectively continue 

to empower our young 
people,” Minister Powell 
said.

He urged young people to 
be focused, determined, 
hopeful, empowered, and 
to empower themselves 

with a solid education - 
whether it be skill-based 
or academic - then use 
that education to build 
a nation worthy of their 
boundless promise, cre-
ativity, innovation and 
resilience. 

LOCAL NewS

The power of 

youth is a  

perennial  

wealth  
– Minister Powell

Minister of Youth, Hon. Jonel Powell
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Winner of the T-shirt design competition, 
Akirah Williams

St. Kitts and Nevis Joins In Energy 

Month Celebration 

By Petra Mc Sheene

November is observed in 
the CARICOM member 
states as Energy Month, 
and St. Kitts and Nevis 
joins in the celebration 
which is being held under 
the theme, ‘A RE-silient 
Community: Energy at 
the Centre.’ 

According to Minister of 
Public Infrastructure, Post 
and Urban Development, 
Hon. Shawn Richards, 
the theme was chosen 
to highlight the fact that 
resilient energy infra-
structure is one of the 
critical components of a 
resilient society. He stated 
that making energy infra-
structure resilient makes it 
less susceptible to natural 
and man-made disasters, 
international events, and 

shields the citizens of the 
federation from the uncer-
tainty of fossil fuel prices.

“This can be done by pro-
ducing our energy from 
renewable, indigenous 
resources such as wind, 
solar, geothermal and mu-
nicipal waste, relocating 
our infrastructure under-
ground, and developing 
the local capacity to put 
in place the appropriate 
legal framework, and to 
finance, design, install, 
operate and maintain 
these renewable energy 
projects.”

Richards, in an address 
to the nation, disclosed 
that the ministry will 
collaborate with other 
stakeholders to organize 
several activities aimed 
at informing the general 

public of the develop-
ments done under the 
energy sector. He pointed 
out that the theme will be 
used to highlight the min-
istry’s efforts to make the 
energy infrastructure less 
vulnerable to disasters 
and international events. 

“It will also highlight the 
steps we have taken to 
make energy more afford-
able and cleaner.”

Minister Richards further 
stated that the 33-mega-
watt solar farm with 44 
megawatts of battery stor-
age is in design stages, 
but when completed, 
will supply between 25% 
and 30% of SKELEC’s 
energy. The Ministry 
of Public Infrastructure 
and SKELEC are at 
an advanced stage of 

negotiations for the con-
struction of a windfarm by 
North Star, an American 
company. 

“We are still actively pur-
suing the development of 
geothermal, and waste en-
ergy is being considered. 
The project to replace all 
street lamps with LED 
lamps is ongoing, and 
over 40% of lamps has 
already been replaced.”

Some activities for Energy 
Month include worship at 
Calvary Baptist Church 
- which took place last 
Sunday - where staff of 
the ministry worshipped 
together; a panel discus-
sion on the national radio 
station; an island-wide 
whistle stop; and tours 
of the ECCB Solar Farm 
and Nevis Wind Farm by 

students of the CFBC and 
AVEC.

“In keeping with recent 
fitness trends, and recog-
nizing the importance of 
health in personal resil-
ience, a health fair will be 
a part of the Energy Fair. 
Energize and yoga exer-
cise sessions will be held 
at the FLOW Grounds.” 

Two other activities in 
observance of Energy 
Month are a recently 
concluded T-shirt design 
competition for children 
between the ages of 9 
and 12, and an essay 
competition for teenagers 
between the ages of 15 
and 17. Minister Richards 
pointed out that both 
activities are centred on 
the energy month theme, 
and are intended to bring 

about awareness about the 
importance of energy to 
persons in the age groups. 

“I am pleased to an-
nounce that 3rd place in 
the T-shirt design com-
petition was awarded to 
Thia Ballington of the 
Immaculate Conception 
Catholic School, 2nd 
place went to Zanelle 
Jeffers of the Saddlers 
Secondary School and 
1st place went to Akirah 
Williams of the Nevis 
Montezuri Academy.”

Each student will receive 
an art set and a gift vouch-
er of $100, $200 and $300 
respectively. The essay 
competition is still ongo-
ing, and the results will be 
announced later. 

Staff of the Ministry of Public Infrastructure pose for a photo after church
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Elections and democracy.

EDITorIal

eDITORIAL

In an earlier editorial, we noted that many elections are or were due 
in 2020. In our sphere, the US was held this week, St Vincent and the 
Grenadines, Belize and the Republic of Venezuela are due soon.  The one 
we were most interested in was that of the USA.

We are all aware of how that one unfolded, and for many of us here in 
the Federation, it seemed like déjà vu.  But is this the way democracy 
is supposed to work?  If Sir Saunders is to be believed, according to an 
article that appeared in last week’s print media, elections alone does 
not guarantee democracy.  We agree, but posit that  good, well executed 
elections go a long way to guarantee democracy.  Good elections require 
clarity of process and directions for every and any eventuality. Good 
elections prepare for exceptions to expectations while maintaining 
accuracy and purity of processes at all times. 

It is not cheating to not complete the counting of ballots on the night of 
an election. Indeed, there is a specified time within which the counting 
must be done (within 3 days in the case of the US).  Votes that are cast 
in advance of polling day cannot be counted until after election day. A 
winning candidate cannot be certified until all the ballots validly cast 
have been determined, sorted and counted. (note the word certified and 
not declared – there is a difference!) A candidate cannot declare himself 
the winner (as Trump has done); and certainly not until the full counting 
(and accounting is done).  

By far the greatest expectation of an outcome is created by polls. 
If the polls in the US were to be believed, the GOP had little to no 
hope of competing, because the Democratic Party was ahead by 
“insurmountable” lead, just as in 2016.  The results do not bear out the 
projections.

Now, we wait on the outcome of legal challenges and trust that we do 
not have civil unrest while we wait to see how their interpretation of vox 
populi . 
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By Monique Washington

The head of the Nevis 
Division of the Police 
Force, Superintendent 
Lydon David has sent 
a stern warning to high 
school students, sports 
organizers and business 
owners to follow the 
COVID-19 protocols for 
prevention from the virus.

Speaking at the 
Emergency Operation 
Centre press briefing on 
Monday, David said that 
they have noticed a con-
tinuous trend of teenagers 
not wearing their masks 
in public.

“High school students, 
you have to take the pan-
demic more seriously.  
You are to wear a mask 
in public places. It is ob-
served that many of you 
are not taking it seriously. 
This is the time. Our bor-
ders are now open.”

David also appealed to 
managers and supervi-
sors of businesses, and 
heads of government 
departments, to intensify 

their efforts to ensure that 
persons entering your fa-
cilities are wearing face 
masks covering their 
noses and mouth, and to 
sanitize their hands. 

“I’m also appealing to 
owners of bars and restau-
rants to enforce the proto-
cols of COVID-19. It has 
been observed that most 

of you are just looking for 
the business that you can 
conduct, opposed to the 
safety of our citizens,” he 
said. 

David urged sports orga-
nizers to follow the pro-
tocols not just for players, 
but for spectators as well. 
He noted that if spectators 
are not following the pro-
tocols, then they should 
be booted out of the event.

“We are warning you, if 
you want the sporting ac-
tivities to continue, make 
sure that you are playing 
your part; make sure that 
the coaches and players 
comply. If needs be, sanc-
tion them. If needs be, 
eject persons from your 

facility,” he said.

The Observer questioned 
David as to the enforcing 
of tickets to persons who 
do not comply with the 
protocols in public. 

In September, 
Superintendent of Police 
Cromwell Henry noted 
those people who are 

found not wearing a mask 
in public could receive a 
ticket of $500. 

The rules have been out-
lined in Saint Christopher 
and Nevis Statutory Rules 
and Orders No. 39 of 
2020 Emergency Powers 
(COVID-19) (No. 14) 
Regulations.

David informed, how-
ever, that the ticketing 
process has not fully been 
commissioned as yet.

“We have not ticketed 
anyone for breach of 
not wearing a mask. 

However, we are wait-
ing for certain things to 
be finalized. What we are 

using this occasion to do, 
is to continue to educate 
the public to do so. Yes, 

we can utilize the way of 
summons,” he said.

Students, business and sports  

organizers warned to follow 

 CoVID-19 protocols 

“We have not ticketed anyone for 

breach of not wearing a mask. How-

ever, we are waiting for certain 

things to be finalized. “
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Gospel According to 
Glasford The Integrity 
Principle

Inspired by Psalm 26 and 
Romans 1:20-24. Written 
by Perryette Peets.

With exquisite delight I 
proclaim my privileged 
membership in the histor-
ic 1968 First Form Class 
B, Basseterre High 
School (BHS). Our cohort 
is the first fruits of eman-
cipated Comprehensive 
Education. Also, we were 
the last selection by sec-
ondary school entrance 
examination.

Otherwise known as elev-
en-plus exa m.

Attending High School in 
town, Basseterre, was a 
cultural revolution for me, 
a small country boy from 
Cha llengers Village, a 
nd Trinity Government 
Primary School. That 
everyone wore shoes to 
school was mind blow-
ing. But the most intrigu-
ing upheava l was the 
large number of subjects 
a nd teachers. Even the 
subjects were mixed up. 
Practica l subjects w ere 
morphed into technica l 
subjects.  Arithmetic a nd 
a lgebra joined up with 
other topics to make a 
new subject, mathemat-
ics. In primary school 
free-hand sketching was 
ca lled drawing.  In high 
school it was expanded 
to include painting and ca 
lled art. However, draw-
ing in high school was not 
free hand. It was Technica 
l Drawing which encom-
passed what was geome-
try in primary school a nd 
two new subjects: draft-
ing (graphics in today’s 
lingo) a nd a rchitecture.

Mr. Edwin Glasford was 
Head of the Technical 
Drawing Department. 
And Mr. Sa m Franks wa 
s teacher for my class, 
B. Appa rently, it wa s the 
custom that Mr. Franks 
would grade test papers of 
Mr. Glasford’s st udents a 
nd vice versa.  So it was 
that immediately after a 
particular

test Mr. Glasford sat on 
the edge of the corridor 
adjacent the Technica l 
Drawing Room and bor-
dering the play field.  He 
was there grading our 
test papers. The tech-
nica l drawing room was 
located at the southern 
extreme of the southern 
wing of the main building 
of the Eastern

Ca mpus BHS. In 1967 
the Girls High School a 
nd the Grammar School 
wer e merged into the 
BHS. The premises of the 
former Girls High School 
became Western Campus 
BHS. The premises of the 
former Gra mmar School 
became Eastern Ca mpus 
BHS.

It was there on the south-
ern end, east corridor, 
Eastern Ca mpus BHS 
that Mr. Glasford sat grad-
ing 1B’s performa nces 
on the just concluded test. 
Naturally, we gathered a 
round. Asquith Willia ms 
and Leary Cagey and sev-
eral others. Mr. Glasford 
was no-nonsense, but 
vulnerable to occasiona 
l wry smiles and dry 
chuckles. Sea mless but 
not starched.

Apparently, he utilised 
grading test papers in 
the presence of the can-
didates as teaching op-
portunity. So, he a llowed 
us to observe the process 
and listen his comments 
as he perused our papers. 

Whilst perusing my pa-
per he exclaimed, oh this 
one got it !  He was refer-
ring to an exercise that 
required several dissec-
tions with the compass 
to construct a specified 
a ngle. The task wa s not 
correctly performed on 
test papers prior to mines. 
Who is this, he continued, 
who is Peets.

Asquith pointed a nd Mr. 
Glasford roundly com-
mended me.

I was pleased by his 
praise but I grasped the 
opportunity to enquire 
why he had not awa rded 
full marks for the previ-
ous, much easier task. 
Which was to construct a 
line adjacent and perpen-
dicula r to the horizonta l. 
To my query Mr. Glasford 
firmly retorted, that line is 
not perpendicular. 
But see there, I countered, 
the sign says 90 degr 
ees. Yes, he asserted, 
the sign says right a ngle. 
But it is not, by measure-
ment. Your drawing lacks 
integrity.

I had to shut up. He was 
right. I wa s not diligent 
in ta king due care to 
perfect my drawing. I 
ought to have ava iled 
myself of the fail-safe 
tools and techniques to 
construct the right a ngle; 
a straight edge for draw-
ing lines; a nd, t he compa 
ss for scribing dissections. 
Proper use of tools and 
technique bestows licence 
to insert the sign that flags 
the presence and disposi-
tion of the ca rdinal angle. 
Instead, I presumptuously 
surmised that the flag was 
sufficient. It was not. The 
sign was a fa lse flag.
That cardinal, integ-
rity principle is indelibly 

inscribed in the sa nc-
tum of my human being. 
Applying it works per-
fectly. For instance, a few 
yea rs ago Mr. Glasford 
telephoned for permis-
sion to enter my property 
to assess its va lue in pur-
suance of a claim by one 
of his clients.

Respectfully, I declined 
his request because, I ex-
plained, his client’s claim 
was bogus. It lacked in-
tegrity. He understood.

The following account 
further  illustrates that  
keeping integrity to prop-
erly instituted authority 
is the pragmatic choice. 
Moses, a principal Bible 
cha racter confessed that 
he was uncircumcised in 
lips. Reflect that indeed 
he was un-circumscribed 
in speech and conduct. 
Moses was prone to pre-
sumptuous impetuosity. 
It plagued his life story 
and culminated in failure 
to achieve his ultimate 
objective of entering the 
promised-la nd with his 
people, Israel. God penal-
ised Moses for gross mis-
conduct. Congruently, Mr. 
Glasford penalised me for 
reckless negligence.

Contrast Moses and me 
with Noah, a nother prin-
cipa l Bible cha racter. 
Noah wa s divinely be-
stowed with advanced, 
deta iled knowledge of 
cataclysmic climate cha 
nge a nd a strategic sur-
viva l plan.  Furthermore, 
Noah’s intellectual en-
dowments obliged him to 
employ a ll his resources 
to benefit his fellow 
women and men as much 
as himself. Accordingly, 
he was yoked with both 
the technica l responsibil-
ity of constr ucting the 
vessel of surviva l and 
the moral responsibility 
to broadcast awaeness of 

the imminent danger a nd 
how to access the means 
of surviva l. A third, im-
plied, equally  importa nt 
but personal and private 
responsibility required 
Noah to cultivate poise 
and balance which a re 
essentia l for efficient ca 
rriage of the said yoke of 
dua l public obligations to 
his God and fellow  hu-
man beings. Faithfully, 
Noah shouldered the 
weighty terms of his cov-
enant for survival. The 
Bible relates that a ll that 
Noah wa s instructed, he 
did just so.

Mention of Noah’s dili-
gence invokes the most 
poignant of my integ-
rity lessons, as follows. 
Gospel according to 
Glasford affirms the evi-
dent truth that the numer-
ica l arrangement of the 
conventiona l analogue 
clock-face lacks integrity. 
The figure one (1) is not 
circumspectly positioned 
perpendicula r to the hori-
zonta l. At the top where 
twelve

(12) is. Consequently, a ll 
the figures are misplaced. 
And are not in congruity 
with natura l realty. For 
this reason, conventional 
measurement- science, 
mathematics, is also not 
in congruity with natural, 
digital measure.  Reflect 
that time and timing are 
ubiquitous to a ll mea-
surement theories and 
techniques.

Incredulous as it may 
seem, today’s global 
problems a rerooted in the 
said incongruity. Logica 
lly, it follows that the 
confusion between real-
ity and convention could 
be resolved by circum-
spection of the analogue 
clock- face. This simple 
upward adjustment is li-
cense to flag the cardinal, 

arithmetic logic that there 
a re thirteen (13) hours on 
the

analogue clock. Not the 
conventiona l twelve (12). 
Provided that the method 
of arithmetic circumnavi-
gation complies with nat-
ural logic by sta rting at 
one (1), and ending at one 
(1). Then logically, the 
thirteen  hour clock face 
tra nscribes into twenty 
six (26) hours a day. And 
a yea r tra nscribes to 364 
days; 4 Seasons @ 91 
days; 13 months @ 28 
days; and 52 weeks @ 7 
days.

From the foregoing it 
is safe to conclude that 
for contractual construc-
tive purposes Politics 
and Law, Science and 
Technology are necessa 
ry. But they are defi-
cient and dysfunctiona 
l when they a re not cir-
cumscribed to rational 
Theology and faith-based 
Worship.

Furthermore, given that 
Nature is a super abun-
dance of creative process-
es, tools and techniques 
irrationa l theology a 
nd impure worship are 
inexcusable.

Dedicated to Sirs, Edwin 
and Samuel, with much 
respect a nd love.

Gospel according to Glasford  

The Integrity Principle 

Inspired by Psalm 26 and romans 1:20-24.  

Written by Perryette Peets.
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Investigators at the location where 
58-year-old Oral Coulbourne’s 

body was retrieved

By Loshaun Dixon 

Police are investigating 
two drowning incidents 
- one occurring late last 
week when a teenager 
from Nevis tragically lost 
his life following a ferry 
incident, and a middle-
aged man whose body 
was found floating in the 
sea earlier this week

Last Friday, an inci-
dent occurred at sea in 
the vicinity of the Ferry 
Terminal in Basseterre, in 
which 19-year-old Jesroy 
Mulcaire of Zion, Nevis, 
lost his life.

According to reports, 
Mulcaire, who was a 
crew member on the 
ferry, fell overboard from 
the M.V. Apple Cyder at 
the Ferry Terminal. 

Police state that investiga-
tions so far have revealed 
that Mulcaire went to the 
bow of the vessel on the 
port side, in preparation 
for docking, when he fell 
into the water.

 Police said the St. Kitts 
and Nevis Coast Guard 
responded and searched 
for Mulcaire, with assis-
tance from members of 
Ken’s Diving Centre. His 
body was later retrieved 
close by and brought 
ashore, where he was 
pronounced dead by the 
District Medical Doctor.

 SKN Executive Travel, 
the parent company of 

the M.V. Apple Cyder, 
said they were deeply 
saddened by the loss of 
Mulcaire, more affection-
ately known as ‘TJ’. They 
gave an account of what 
occurred Friday evening.

“While carrying out du-
ties in the Basseterre 
Roadstead on October 
30, 2020, at approxi-
mately 6:30pm, Jesroy 
encountered difficulties 
and fell overboard. Man 
overboard protocols were 
immediately followed 
and a rescue mission was 
called in to assist. Due 
to challenging seas and 
lack of natural light, this 
proved difficult.”

They said their late em-
ployee showed an im-
mense passion for sea and 
for boating.

“Jesroy displayed intense 
passion for love of boats 
and the sea, and com-
municated that passion 
in diverse ways through 
his dedication and com-
mitment. To his family, 
we extend our deepest 
sympathies. It’s a pain 
that we know will not be 
easily overcome, but we 
are committed to stand by 
you, during this difficult 
time. We are also grate-
ful for the outpouring of 
support from the general 

public.”

An autopsy will be con-
ducted shortly to deter-
mine the exact cause of 
death. Investigations into 
the matter are ongoing.

The Police are also inves-
tigating another incident 
at sea in Newtown that 
occurred November 02, 
2020.

 

On Monday, reports start-
ed to circulate of a body 
that was on the beach in 
Newtown, on the end 
closest to the Industrial 
Site near the Basseterre 
Fisheries. 

According to the Police, 
investigations have so far 
revealed that the motion-
less body of a man was 
seen floating in the wa-
ter by a passer-by, who 
brought the body ashore 
with assistance from an-
other individual. 

The body was identi-
fied as that of 58-year-
old Oral Coulbourne of 
New Road. The District 
Medical Officer arrived 
on the scene and pro-
nounced him dead. An 
autopsy will be conduct-
ed shortly to determine 
the exact cause of death. 

Police  
looking into 

two drowning 
incidents Jesroy Mulcaire
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By Monique Washington 

Just about twenty people 
in the Federation have 
experienced fish poison-
ing, and this has caused 
Federal health officials to 
investigate the matter.

On St. Kitts, Chief 
Medical Officer Dr 
Hazel Laws confirmed 
that 15 people had been 
hospitalized following 
fish poisoning. Cases of 
fish poisoning had been 
reported by the Mary 

Charles Hospital and JNF 
General Hospital dur-
ing the last five weeks, 
cases were reported in 
Bird Rock, followed by 
Tabernacle and Phillips’ 
village. Eighty percent 
of the total cases came 

with vomiting, 60% of 
the cases came with di-
arrhoea, and 27% of the 
cases came with lethargy.

Chief Medical Officer for 
Nevis, Dr Judy Nisbett, 
also revealed this past 
week that they had con-
firmed cases of fish poi-
soning reported from the 
Alexandra Hospital. She 
noted that it was “not a 
large number of people”, 
as it was only five for the 
past week. Nisbett said 
that they are investigating 
the matter.

“What we are doing now 
is to determine what is the 
cause. If this is a link to 
any particular source, and 
once we have done that 
investigation, we would 
be able to say for sure if 
there is a particular fish-
ing area, for example, 
where a person should not 
fish,” she said.

The Observer contacted 
Lemuel Pemberton, 
Deputy Director of 
the Marine Resources 
Department, who noted 
that due to COVID-19, 
there had been an upsurge 
of new fishers who may 
not know the proper place 
to fish.
“These men might be 
inexperienced and might 
not know where to fish. 
Fish caught in a pot are 
rarely poisonous, because 
the fishermen set their 
trap closer to shore. But 
fish caught on a line in 
deeper depth can be poi-
sonous. It is important to 
know that any fish can 
be poisonous…Snapper, 
Barracuda, Hind. Persons 
just need to be cautious,” 

Pemberton said that fish 
poisoning is caused by the 
bacteria Ciguatera.

According to the National 
Capital Poison Control, 
“Ciguatera fish poisoning 
is caused by eating fish 
which have themselves 
eaten fish contaminated 
with ciguatera. Neither 
type of fish poisoning can 
be detected by taste or ap-
pearance or prevented by 
cooking or freezing the 
fish. Treatment is avail-
able, but symptoms may 
last for months or years.”

Pemberton noted that 
the bacteria do not affect 
the fish, but will affect 
humans.

Some signs of fish poi-
soning are diarrhoea, 
itchy skin, vomiting, and 
hair loss. He noted that 
persons with these symp-
toms should seek medical 
attention right away.

Federal authorities probe 20 cases of fish poisoning

LOCAL NewS
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Minister of Tourism Lindsay Grant A demonstration passenger going through  
various protocols

Retrofitted 
airport ready 

for first major 
flight

By Loshaun Dixon 

With the first major flight 
set to arrive tomorrow, 
November 7, the Ministry 
of Tourism and Transport 
is satisfied with the retro-
fitting work that will help 
safeguard the Federation.

On Wednesday, days 
before the scheduled ar-
rival of first large tranche 
of visitors, members of 
the media were given a 
guided tour by employees 
of the St. Christopher Air 
and Sea Ports Authority 
(SCASPA), and were giv-
en a live demonstration of 
the protocols a passenger 
would have to undergo 
when departing and ar-
riving at the airport. The 
demonstration included 
tours of the welcome 
centre, medical screening 
unit isolation centre and 
immigration and customs 
protocols.

Minister of Tourism 
and Transport Lindsay 
Grant said that the first 
American Airlines flight 
out of Miami which is 
set to land in St. Kitts on 
Saturday is almost sold 
out.

“I am advised that as 
of today (Wednesday) 
122 passengers. That 
means the flight is tech-
nically full, because it is 
128-seater.”

He said the SCASPA has 
been working diligently 
within a very short period 
to ensure that the airport’s 
infrastructure and facili-
ties are adequate for the 
safe processing of all 
passengers.

“Upgrade to the infra-
structure included re-
surfacing of the Alpha 

Taxiway - the longest 
Taxiway used for the larg-
er airlines - and collection 
of Taxiway Alpha and 
Bravo. As far as the en-
hancement to the facility 
is concerned, a Welcome 
Centre and Isolation 
Centre were constructed. 
The arrivals VIP lounge 
was converted into a 
Medical Screening Unit, 
the customs baggage area 
upgraded, and the park-
ing lot redesigned, all in 
an attempt to reduce the 
spread and the risk of 
COVID-19.”

He reminded that the 
processing of passengers 
arriving at the airport has 
been altered.

“At arrivals the process 
has been augmented, as 
the risks are higher, es-
pecially since we have 
seen an uptick of the 
COVID-19 cases in our 
source markets such 
as the United States, 
the United Kingdom, 
Canada, Europe, and in 
some countries within the 
bubble.

“We simply cannot be too 
careful. With extensive 
input from the medical 
professionals and NEOC 
in the retrofit work and 
protocols, this has given 
us tremendous comfort 
that as a team we can 
certainly minimize the 
spread of COVID-19.”

He said for arrivals that 
upon disembarking the 
aircraft, the airline han-
dlers will direct the ar-
riving passengers to the 
welcome centre where 
they will be greeted by 
the SCASPA’s Customer 
Service Ambassadors. 

“The welcome centre is 

one of the new facilities 
added as a holding area 
with modern convenienc-
es for passengers, just 
before entering the arriv-
als hall. It has a waiting 
area allowing passengers 
to regularize their body 
temperature ahead of the 
thermal screening.”

Grant noted that the for-
mal medical screening 
process begins at the en-
trance to the arrival hall, 
where passengers will be 
queued as they await their 
turn to enter the medical 
screening unit. 

“The medical screening 
unit is outfitted with three 
stations, occupied by 
health surveillance offi-
cers who perform screen-
ing procedures such 
as temperature checks, 
and validate the health 
data such as PCR tests 
previously.”

The unit also houses a 
testing station. 

He said passengers 
deemed to be high risk 
would be escorted to the 
isolation centre where the 
further medical evalua-
tion will be undertaken 
by the medical team. 
The passenger would ei-
ther be transported to the 
COVID-19 Ward at the 
JNF Hospital or quaran-
tine accommodation site 

“If all health requirements 
are met and there are no 
symptoms of COVID-19, 
the passengers are al-
lowed to exit the medi-
cal screening unit to 

immigration and then to 
customs.”

Grant said passengers are 
expected to manage their 
luggage, as red cap ser-
vice will not be available 
at the arrivals. After exit-
ing the customs, baggage 
haul passengers will visit 
the dispatch booths where 
the dispatch officers will 
take their relevant infor-
mation to facilitate con-
tact tracing, and guide 
the passengers via a 
receipt to the respective 

COVID-19-certified taxi 
and tour operators.

The departing process re-
mains relatively the same, 
except for a check of 
documents to be allowed 
entry into the travel area.

 

Grant said the SCASPA, 
health professionals 
and the Cabinet have 
put measures in place 
to protect the people 
of St. Kitts and Nevis, 

and cannot success-
fully tackle the spread of 
COVID-19 without every 
individual taking personal 
responsibility. 

“As a government, we 
have done our best to 
prepare for the reopening 
of our borders safely. We 
are happy to welcome 
visitors to our twin-island 
paradise, and our citizens 
and residents back home. 
It is now up to all of us to 
comply to ensure a suc-
cessful outcome.”
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By Monique Washington

More than 80 percent 
of an EC$5 million 
Entrepreneurship Fund 
is still available for all 
Nevisian women and men 
under 35, and the Premier 
of Nevis, Mark Brantley, 
is urging persons to take 
the opportunity and apply 
for it. 

In January of this year, 
female and young male 
entrepreneurs were al-
lowed to begin or expand 
on their business with 
financial backing from 
the Republic of China 
in Taiwan. The monies 
became available for a re-
lending project, through 
the Small Enterprise 
Development Unit 
(SEDU)

Brantley said that they 
wished for more young 
people and women to be 
involved in business, and 
in developing their entre-
preneurial skills 

“The majority of that 
five million dollars is still 
available. The last report 

that I got suggests that 
only about six hundred 
thousand or thereabouts 
had been disbursed. So it 
means that more of our 
people need to step for-
ward to take advantage of 
this opportunity.” 

He noted that the money 
is being made available 
at four percent interest, 
and the SEDU has very 
generous terms that are 
being offered to small 
businesses.

“There is a ceiling of one 
hundred thousand dollars. 
So really it is for someone 
who is doing a micro-
business,” he said. 

Brantley informed that 14 
persons have completed 
a business boot camp 
hosted by the Ministry of 
Gender Affairs, and those 
persons were able to ac-
cess funding for their busi-
nesses through SEDU. 
He said that most of the 
funds thus far are being 
used for micro-business, 
with most persons taking 

between twenty and thirty 
thousand dollars, while 
a few have received one 
hundred thousand.

“I make the clarion call 
again to our people. In 
these difficult times, take 
advantage of these oppor-
tunities that the govern-
ment is seeking to create, 
to allow you to have a 
small business, to earn, 
and to put your business 
skills, your entrepreneur-
ial skills and innovation 
to work,” the Premier 
asserted.

Angela Delpeche, 
Director at the Small 
Enterprise Development 
Unit in the Ministry of 
Finance, previously said 
that the normal turn-
around for loan applica-
tions is generally about 
one week, once all the 
documentation and re-
quirements are in place. 
Once persons are suc-
cessful with their start-up 
business, the SEDU con-
tinues to offer counselling 
and monitoring sessions 
for at least the first year.

Brantley reveals 80% of fund still available 

over 80 percent 

of  

Entrepreneurship 

Fund  

still available



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday November 6th, 2020 NewSPage:12 NewSPage:12

A strong CBI Programme aims to:

• Create job opportunities
• Upgrade the interior airport terminal building
• Complete the construction of the Old Road Bay realignment project
• Install a new runway and lighting at the RLB International Airport
• Construct more hotels
• Construct better roads
• Construct the bus terminals
• Complete the second cruise pier
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Superintendent 
Cromwell Henry

By Loshaun Dixon

Authorities in St. Kitts 
and Nevis are warning 
that competitive sports in 
St. Kitts and Nevis could 
be played behind closed 
doors, if spectators con-
tinue to defy the protocols 
put in place.

Superintendent in the 
Royal St. Christopher 
and Nevis Police Force, 
Cromwell Henry, gave 
the warning, noting that 
the current iteration of 
the emergency powers 
regulation allows com-
petitive sporting events 
with 50 percent capacity 
in stadium, and spectators 
are required to adhere to 
the COVID-19 protocols 
of wearing the mask, 
sanitization, and physical 
distancing.

“We have used the pe-
riod in the lead up to the 
reopening of our borders 
as a trial period of sorts, 
to test our spectators’ 
compliance with these 
protocols.”

He noted displeasure with 
how spectators have not 
been adhering to such 
protocols.

“I am not very happy 
to report that spectators 
who attended some sport-
ing events have not been 
taking their health seri-
ously and those around 
them, and have treated 
the protocols with very 
scant regard.  The new 
COVID-19 bill will 
therefore be addressing 
whether or not to continue 
to have spectators in sta-
dium during competitive 
sporting events.”

As it relates to ticketing 
for non-mask wearers, 
Henry said they have yet 
to issue tickets 

And have used the time 
to continue to educate and 
sensitize the public.

“We know the wearing of 
masks is a new phenom-
enon for most people. 

A couple months ago it 
was an offence to wear 
a mask. Now in COVID 
it is an offense not to be 
wearing a mask.”

He said people would 
have needed time to ad-
just to the regulations, 

and have discussed just 
recently, reviewing or 
adjusting the fines on the 
tickets. 

“Tickets have not been 
printed yet, but that is in 
process, and hopefully 
once the new COVID bill 

is enacted into law, that 
process would be com-
pleted, and tickets would 
be ready and would be 
issued.

“We hope that we would 
not have to issue any tick-
ets, that is the last thing we 

want to do. We prefer per-
sons to comply with the 
law and wear the mask to 
protect themselves rather 
than to be forced to do it.”

He continued, “We are 
using the time now to 
educate, sensitize and get 

people to be accustomed 
to wearing the mask, so 
that by time we are ready 
to issue tickets we will 
be comfortably in doing 
it, but we hope we won’t 
have to do it.”

Police warning to sports fans: 

Comply or goodbye
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By Petra Mc Sheene 

Over the past seven 
months, St. Kitts and 
Nevis has been in lock-
down mode, but gradually 
reopened businesses. On 
October 31, the borders 
were officially opened, 
and persons are eagerly 
awaiting to return to their 
homeland. 

November is observed 
as Tourism Month, and 
in an address to the na-
tion, Minister of Tourism, 
Transport and Ports, Hon. 
Lindsay Grant, stated that 
the tourism sector will be 
rebuilt better than it was 
before. 

Grant stated that it was 
the collective adherence 
to the all-of-society ap-
proach that helped to 
flatten the curve and 
maintain one of the low-
est rates of COVID-19 in 
the Caribbean, with only 
19 confirmed cases and 
no deaths. He pointed out 
that it will take collective 
cooperation to rebuild 
tourism. 

“Our citizens have shown 
great resilience in the 
face of great adversity, 
especially our tourism 
stakeholders who have 
been challenged by this 
unprecedented event.” 

Since the onset of the 
pandemic, the public have 
been educated about the 
safe and healthy practices, 
including the washing of 

hands, wearing of face 
masks and physical dis-
tancing. These simple yet 
effective measures have 
allowed the infection rate 
to be kept low, and pre-
vent community spread. 

Minister Grant pointed 
out that as the federation is 
now open to receive tour-
ists, these effective mea-
sures must be maintained 
to protect our own health 
as well as that of fam-
ily members, neighbours, 
and the visitors who are 
choosing to visit St. Kitts 
and Nevis because of our 
impeccable record. 

“Stakeholders in ev-
ery sector of the 
industry invested signifi-
cantly in preparations for 
the reopening, including 
destination management 
companies, bars, restau-
rants, accommodations, 
water-based operators, 
tour operators, taxi opera-
tors, vendors, attractions, 
beach rental companies, 
port agents, spas, airport 
and seaport employees, 
airline employees, cus-
toms and immigration 
personnel, wedding plan-
ners and entertainers.”

The Minister stated that 
over two thousand stake-
holders have completed 
the travel-approved train-
ing and certification pro-
gram, receiving extensive 
training in health and safe-
ty protocols. Businesses 

that have completed com-
prehensive inspections 
have received their travel-
approved seal, indicating 
that their businesses have 
met both the St. Kitts 
Tourism Authority and 
the Ministry of Health 
inspection standards, and 
are approved to welcome 
back visitors. 

After months of prepara-
tions for the reopening 
of the country, tourism 
stakeholders have been 
seen as frontline workers, 
as they will be interacting 
with tourists on a daily 
basis. Minister Grant im-
plored the nation to con-
tinue practising healthy 
habits when interacting 
with the public. 

“While the pandemic has 
significantly affected the 
nation, we look forward 
with optimism and de-
termination. And while 
this is an unprecedented 
event, the people have 
taken necessary steps to 
remain resilient and wel-
come visitors.” 

Minister Grant stated that 
the nation’s comprehen-
sive strategy, the determi-
nation of the people, the 
dedication of the stake-
holders, and the ability 
to adapt will continue to 
ensure that St. Kitts and 
Nevis is a destination of 
choice, that “continues to 
inspire visitors to experi-
ence our twin islands now 
and well into the future”. 

LOCAL NewS

Tourism sector 

will be rebuilt  

better than  

before  

– Minister Grant
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“We invited men from 

across Nevis. as long as you 

are a man you are invited 

to register for this cooking 

program. 

By Monique Washington

The Department of 
Gender Affairs on Nevis 
is calling all men to par-
ticipate in its “Men can 
Cook” cooking classes, 
which will be held this 
month in recognition of 
International Men’s Day.  

According to ‘National 
Today’, “International 

Men’s Day, observed on 
November 19, focuses 
on men’s health, improv-
ing gender relations, 
highlighting male role 
models, and promoting 
positive expressions of 
masculinity. It’s also an 
opportunity to recognize 
men who don’t fall into 
traditional manifestations 
of masculinity, such as 
gay and bisexual men, 
transgender, or masculine 
non-binary people.”

Mario Phillip of the 
Department of Gender 
Affairs, this past week, 
said that this year in 
Nevis they will not just 
be celebrating the day, but 
the whole month long.

“We do things in a huge 
way. A day wasn’t good 
enough. We are celebrat-
ing men’s month. One 
of the activities for the 

month is a cooking pro-
gram. This cooking pro-
gram is specifically for 
men. It is called ‘Men can 
Cook. 

“We invited men from 
across Nevis. As long as 
you are a man you are 
invited to register for 
this cooking program. It 
is geared specifically for 
you and you have until 
November 11 to register 
for this program,” he said.

Registration can be com-
pleted at the Department 
of Gender Affairs at 
the GMBD building. 
Registration fee is $50.

Phillip noted that the 
cooking program is not 
intended for advanced 
chefs or for persons who 
are already cooking up 
“master meals” for their 
families.

“This cooking program 
is for the individual who 
cannot cook at all. Some 
people might feel in-
timidated. We want to 
enhance them from not 
being able to cook to have 
them to the point where 
they can cook something 
grand for their family or 
for their friends,” he said.

Phillip said that the cook-
ing class is important, as 
this year, Men’s Month 
is being celebrated under 
theme, ‘Family, Friends 
and Health: Making a dif-
ference in the welfare of 
men and boys’. 

“So we want men to be 
able, through cooking, to 
look after the health of 
their families and their 
friends as well,” he said.

Gender affairs hosts cooking 

classes for men

Mario Phillip of gender 
affairs department  
(Pic courtesy NIA)
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By Petra Mc Sheene

In a well-attended funeral 
service held on October 
31, young mother Tessa 
Woodley and her baby 
son Andre were laid to 
rest. Woodley lost her 
life during childbirth on 
October 17 at the JNF 
Hospital.

Many persons turned 
out to pay their final re-
spects to a mother, sister, 
daughter and great friend. 
Tributes were given by 
the Irish Town Primary 
School, Dr. William 
Connor Primary School, 
close friends, former 
classmates and family 
members, who all gave 
assurances that the chil-
dren will be very well 
taken care of.  

Latoya Marshall in her 
tribute stated that she 
knows how hard it to lose 
someone, as she lost her 

own mother at a young 
age. 

During the reading of 
the eulogy, done by 
Woodley’s niece Tesheda 
Dasent, she pointed out 
that although her aunt was 
not a wealthy person, she 
ensured that her children 
were very well taken care 
of, and always helped 
other relatives whenever 
and however she could. 
She pointed out that Tessa 
was the joy at every fam-
ily gathering, and taught 
her nieces to follow in her 
footsteps with her love of 
dancing. 

Tessa Woodley was de-
scribed as “a loving car-
ing woman who loved her 
children and her family 
members and was always 
proud of them”. Dasent 
stated that when other 
siblings were planning 
a 50th birthday party for 
Tessa’s mom and wanted 

to surprise her with the 
arrival of two daughters 
from overseas, Tessa 
blew the whistle on the 
surprise, stating that they 
will not kill her mother. 

“If tears could have 
brought you back to us, 
I know you would have 
been here but until we 
meet again, rest in peace 
Auntie Tessa.”

Friends and relatives got 
really emotional at the 
gravesite as Tessa’s cas-
ket was lowered down to 
her final resting place. 
Tessa Woodley leaves to 
mourn her parents, her 
stepfather, five children, 
sisters and many other 
relatives and friends. 

Our joys will be greater, 
our love will be deeper, 
and our life will be fuller 
because we shared your 
moment.

Young Mother and Son laid to rest
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‘Foundation for Social Concerns’ expresses 

growing concern on Philo’s death

- a Civil suit might follow
By Monique Washington

Ruth Powell, the 
Chairperson for the 
Foundation for Social 
Concerns, has expressed 
her growing concerns 
in relation to the Philo 
Wallace case - the 
17-year-old who was shot 
dead by a member of the 
Royal St Christopher and 
Nevis Police Force in 
2015.

The Foundation of Social 
Concerns (FSC) is a non-
profit organization that 
recently merged with 
another nonprofit called 
Save SKN, chaired by 
Ruth Powell. The group 
gives crime victims sup-
port, and responds to the 

basic needs of a few ex-
prisoners. FSC also lob-
bies existing structures to 
fight crime in a profes-
sional and transparent 
way.

In 2015, Wallace attended 
a party at Enrique’s night 
club in Charlestown. It 
is alleged that an alterca-
tion between him and an 
off duty member of the 
Royal St. Christopher and 
Nevis Police Force identi-
fied as Constable Zaviel 
Jeffers ensued. Wallace 
was shot in the chest that 
night as he ran toward the 
exit. He was rushed to 
the Alexandra Hospital, 
where he later succumbed 
to his injuries.

Later, a coroner’s in-
quest was conducted on 
the incident in January 
2016. Jurors met every 
Thursday and Friday 
until March 10, 2017. 
The inquest called more 
than two dozen witnesses 
to testify. Magistrate 
Yasmine Clarke gave her 
summation of the inquest 
to a five-member jury, 
which deliberated for 
two hours and rendered, 
4-1, a justifiable homi-
cide verdict in favour of 
Constable Jeffers

In November 2016, the 
DPP Valston Graham 
carried out a review and, 
having considered all 
material before him, was 
satisfied that the actions 

of Constable Jeffers was, 
in fact, disproportionate 
and could not be justified. 
DPP Graham noted 
that he wrote to then 
Commissioner of Police 
Ian Queely and advised 
him that criminal charges 
for the offence of man-
slaughter should be 
brought against Constable 
Jeffers.

In 2018 Constable Zaviel 
Jeffers was charged with 
the death of the teenager.

In March 2020, a 
Preliminary Inquiry was 
scheduled to be held at 
the Magistrate Court in 
Nevis.

On Wednesday, the 
Observer spoke with 
Powell who said that she 
was concerned about the 
status of the case, and 
would like to know why 
the case was not on the 
docket for the November 
assizes.

 “I am extremely disap-
pointed that this case has 
not come up yet. I feel 
really bad for the family 
of Wallace. This is very 
concerning,” she said.

Powell revealed that there 
are plans to file a civil suit 
for wrongful death.

“We have been talking 

and we have been looking 
at other options, which 
includes a civil suit,” she 
said. 

Powell said that she 
has written to Prime 
Minister Dr Timothy 
Harris, the Director 
of Public Prosecution 
Valston Graham, and the 
Commissioner of Police 
Hilroy Brandy on the 
matter, and has not re-
ceived any response.

The Observer made 
attempts to contact 
DPP Graham, but was 
unsuccessful.

“If there is no justice for 
all, then there is no justice 
for none,”Powell said.
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By Monique Washington

A Bath Village resident, 
Judy Williams-Hanley, 
lost her life Thursday 
morning when she at-
tempted to move a wire 
out of her walking path, 
not realizing that it was a 
live wire.

Williams, who is said to 
be in her 40’s, died of 
suspected electrocution 
in an incident that took 
place in front of her hor-
rified father.
The Observer was in-
formed by a close asso-
ciate of the deceased that 
Williams, who regularly 

visited the Bath Springs 
in the mornings, did 
so yesterday morning. 
After leaving the Bath 
Springs area, she went to 
visit her father who lives 
nearby. The Observer 
understands that a wire 
that allegedly fell from 
one of NEVLEC’s poles 
that stands along the way 
to her father’s home. She 
attempted to move the 
wire and high voltage 
surged through her body. 
Her father attempted to 
remove her. He received 
burns as a result, and is 
receiving treatment at 
the hospital. Williams-
Hanley was subsequent-
ly pronounced dead. 

Later on Thursday, 
Premier Mark Brantley 
described her death as 
“inevitable” and “diffi-
cult to comprehend”.

 “We recognise that it 
is a date that most of us 
will have to meet, but 
when it comes suddenly, 
and it comes to people 
who are young or other-
wise in good health, it is 
even more grievous than 
when it comes and we 
are in our old age,” he 
reflected.

Brantley used the op-
portunity to urge the 

community to be kind to 
each other.

 “Perhaps these deaths, 
if there is anything we 
can take from them, is 
to remind us of our own 
mortality and remind us 
of our need, whilst we 
are still alive, to be kind 
to each other, to be our 
brother’s keeper and our 
sister’s helper, and to 
do the very best that we 
can to make Nevis the 
best possible place it can 
be…I trust that the fami-
lies can be comforted by 
all of our prayers in this 
very, very difficult pe-
riod for them,” he said. 

By Monique Washington

The Nevis Community 
Based Rehabilitation 
(CBR) Advocates will 
be continuing its public 
awareness for disability 
rights on World Diabetes 
Day (Saturday14th 
November) with a health 
screening. 

This year the theme of 
World Diabetes Day 2020 
is “Nurses make the dif-
ference in Diabetes”.

CBR Advocates launched 
its day centre in September 
2020. Members of the 
group are Dr Glenville 
Liburd, Charles Ward 
and Keith Lawrence. 
The short term goal of 
the CBR is to have a day 
centre where persons with 
disabilities can spend time 
in a safe environment, 
receive training and skill 
development to help their 
reintegration into society 
and workforce

Speaking with the 
Observer, Charles Ward 
said that on World 
Diabetes Day, they will 
be offering blood glu-
cose and blood pressure 
checks, and will be col-
laborating with the NRP 
St James Constituency 
branch Breakfast Bash 
from 7:30 am to 12:00 
noon at Xpetrol. Ward 
said that the CBR is not 
in any way, however, as-
sociated with any political 
party.

“We are piggybacking 
the breakfast that they 
have every two weeks. 
We are not affiliated with 

any political party. We are 
just a group of individuals 
that want to make peoples 
lives better. We are all vol-
unteering,” he said.

Ward said that he hopes 
persons come out and 
take advantage of the free 
health screening.

“What we plan to do is 
highlight diabetes day. It 
is us raising awareness. 
They are having an event, 
and we just thought that 
we could use the oppor-
tunity to have the screen-
ing, and allow persons 
the opportunity to learn 
more about us and what 
we want to do in the com-
munity,” he said.

Ward previously told the 
Observer that their end 
goal is to have a perma-
nent home for the day 
centre, as currently, they 
plan to use the premises at 
Eureka Health Building in 
Ramsbury.

“Our end goal is to have 
our own premises, so they 
can have like a day centre. 
Right now at the day cen-
tre, persons can garden, 
they can learn to use a 
computer, they will have 
their own little projects so 
that they can actually feel 
good about themselves 
and achieve something 
rather than being home all 
day. We are trying to build 
that community to bring 
them out to give them a 
voice.”

Nevis CBr 
to host 
health 

screening

Woman electrocuted in front of father

Premier and Cabinet offers condolences
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By Loshaun Dixon

St. Kitts and Nevis will 
no longer participate in 
the CARICOM travel 
bubble, Prime Minister 
Dr Timothy Harris has 
announced.

Dr Harris made the 
disclosure during his 
Leadership Matters tele-
vision programme, where 
he said participation in 
the CARICOM Bubble 
with countries of higher 
risk assessment and less 
stringent protocols would 
expose citizens and resi-
dents to elevated health 
risks.

“Having discussed this 
matter at length with 
the Cabinet and our 
National COVID-19 
Task Force and arrived at 
a consensus, I have today 
(Tuesday) advised the 
Secretary-General of the 
CARICOM Secretariat, 
Ambassador Irwin La 
Rocque, that St Kitts 
and Nevis has, in our 
national interest, albeit 
for health reasons with-
drawn from the bubble 
effective immediately. I 
have also requested our 
Chief Medical Officer to 
advise CARPHA of our 
decision.” 

Dr. Harris said that since 
the formation of the 
CARICOM bubble, there 
had been a significant 
change in the risk level of 
several countries within 
the bubble, with Antigua 
and Barbuda, St. Lucia 
and Barbados experienc-
ing a resurgence of new 
cases.

“We have taken note of 
reports about actual or 
potential community 
spread in some member 
states. We cannot there-
fore as a nation with a 
very low-risk category as-
sessment enter a common 
space or ‘bubble’ with 
countries at a higher risk 
level, because we would 
be exposing our people to 
elevated health risks.”

Dr Harris said it would 
be unwise, given SKN’s 
low-risk status, to par-
ticipate in a bubble with 
others with community 
spread.

He announced that all 
travellers coming into 
St. Kitts and Nevis will 
now have to undergo the 
14-day mandatory quar-
antine and a negative 
PCR test 72 hours before 
arrival.

“The 14-day quarantine is 
an international best prac-
tice, taking into account 
the incubation period of 
the novel coronavirus. 
It is the best and safest 
standard, and is in sync 
with our strategy to open 
up while keeping risks to 
our population at a very 
low level. In other words, 
the entry requirements for 
CARICOM nationals will 
be the same as those for 
international travellers.”

Dr Cameron Wilkinson, 
Medical Chief of Staff at 
the JNF Hospital, said the 
decision had to be made, 
with increased cases in 
the other territories par-
ticipating in the bubble.

“Since the last reported 
CARPHA situation re-
port, an additional 7,019 
cases were confirmed in 
27 countries within the 
Caribbean, bringing the 
region’s total confirmed 
cases to 277,170. This 
total represents a three 
percent increase in the 
number of confirmed cas-
es, which is significant, 
and a total of 4,564 deaths 
as of November 02. 

He said that with several 
countries experiencing 
an increase in their cases 
with possible community 
spread, this will pose a 
health risk to the people 
of St. Kitts and Nevis.

 “Once we continue 
to have different entry 
requirements across 
CARICOM countries, we 
will have different levels 
of risk and exposure to 
the virus. Our low-risk 
status that we currently 
hold will be jeopardized 
by any country with a 
less stringent protocol for 
entry than we have. The 
negative PCR test prior to 
arrival and a 14-day quar-
antine and ‘vacation-in-
place’ are what have kept 
us safe thus far, and made 
us a preferred destination 
on the tourism map.

 “Once we keep the health 
and safety of the nation as 
our primary focus, then 
every decision thereafter 
is made much easier. That 
is why after reevaluating 
the situation with regards 
to the increased spread of 
the virus in some of the 
countries in the regional 
CARICOM bubble, we 

decided in the best inter-
est of the nation to exit the 
bubble.”

Travelling within the 
CARICOM bubble 
would have seen travel-
lers from the established 
territories move within 
the countries without hav-
ing to be tested on arrival, 
and not observe a 14-day 

quarantine.

The recommendations 
included that countries 
would be categorised 
ranging from those with 
no cases to those which 
had low, medium, the high 
and very high risk con-
cerning the rate of posi-
tive cases over 14 days; 
the level of risk would be 

determined by the num-
ber of positive cases per 
100,000 of the popula-
tion within 14 days; only 
those countries with no 
cases and those in the 
low-risk category would 
be allowed to participate 
in the bubble. CARPHA 
assessed relevant data to 
advise on participation in 
the bubble.

SKN withdraws 

from CarICoM 

travel bubble
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By Petra Mc Sheene

To bring the curtains 
down on activities held 
in observance of Breast 
Cancer Awareness Month 
in October, the Essence 
of Hope Breast Cancer 
Foundation hosted its 
12th annual Pink Walk. 
The theme for this year’s 
celebrations was ‘Mask 
Up While We Unmask 
Breast Cancer.’

The walk started at the 
Caribbean Cinemas 
parking lot and ended 
at the Frigate Bay lawn. 
Thousands of persons 
including government 

officials, health officials, 
as well as members of the 
opposition, participated in 
the walk.

Pink Walk was among the 
other activities that were 
held during the month of 
October, which included 
a Church Service, break-
fast sale, Socacize – Wine 
for a Cause, a Live Virtual 
Concert featuring Bridget 
Blucher, and Pink Friday. 

Among the walkers was 
Minister of Health, Hon. 
Akilah Byron-Nisbett, 
who encouraged persons 
to remember that they 
need to continue to do 
their own self-exams, 
as prevention is better, 

and early detection saves 
lives. 

“The earlier you detect 
a lump or anything out 
of place, the easier and 
better it will be for them 
to be able to find a solu-
tion to be able to help you 
with whatever medication 
or treatment needs to be 
done,” Minister Byron-
Nisbett pointed out. 

She further stated that 
awareness should not 
end on October 31, and 
people should be mindful. 
She also urged both men 
and women to get early 
exams. 

LOCAL NewS

‘Essence of Hope’ ends Breast Cancer 

Month with Walk

 Photos from the walk
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CEO of SKTA Raquel Browne

By Loshaun Dixon

CEO of the St. Kitts 
Tourism Authority, 
Raquel Browne, has giv-
en an update on the state 
of the industry, and high-
lighted the strategies that 
will be used for the sector 
in the COVID era.

Browne spoke of op-
portunities for the sector 
globally, with the federa-
tion’s economy open.

“We see the destination 
as one that is open and 
uncrowded, and that is 
very essential right now 
for people to feel safe in 
an environment if they are 
planning a vacation. We 
see that our hotels have a 
boutique feel, and that is 
extremely critical to what 
is happening, in terms of 
where they have to stay 
and don’t have to worry 
about overcrowding.”

She said both islands offer 
a lot of activities from the 
rainforest to marine life, 
and are seen as a destina-
tion that has successfully 
managed the pandemic.

“That is a great opportu-
nity; they can go to the 
beach and can do a rain-
forest hike. Most impor-
tantly, St. Kitts and Nevis 

along with the Caribbean 
region, we are seen as 
a destination that has 
exceptionally managed 
COVID-19, and it helps 
us in selling the destina-
tion. We have received 
quite a few accolades 
over the past six months; 
we have been recognized 
by BBC, Sky News and 
Forbes Magazine.

She reminded that the 
CDC ranked the destina-
tion as low level in terms 
of the risk of COVID-19. 

“We will be using this 
as we speak to the press; 
as we speak to the travel 
trade, to educate travel 
agents, tour operators and 
agents about what’s hap-
pening in St. Kitts and 
Nevis.”

As it relates to the fed-
eration’s marketing cam-
paign, Browne said that 
advertisements have been 
all digital, appealing to the 
potential travelers’ senses.

“We are not doing any 
print at this point in time, 
because the world right 
now as it relates to print is 
very expensive, and most 
persons are receiving their 
information digitally.”

Browne added that a new 

focus has been placed 
on yachting - in place of 
cruise passengers - that 
would help to rebuild the 
industry.

“Our branding in terms 
of our marketing strat-
egy has been revised, 
and yachting and above 
leisure travel is going to 
be essential for St. Kitts 
and Nevis as we rebuild 
the Tourism industry and 
this niche market with the 
absence of cruise. At this 
point in time, we are look-
ing for it to assist us with 
opportunities to earn rev-
enue for our stakeholders 
from different services 
that can be provided, in 
addition to our accom-
modations that are open 
in phase one

As it relates to cruise, she 
said they were still unsure 
of when that major part 
of the industry would be 
back on stream. 

“Most recently the CDC, 
even though they said 
they would lift the no sail 
order October 31, they are 
advising US travelers not 
to take cruises. We also 
saw this happening in the 
UK as early as July. As we 
look to the US market for 
cruises, there is that con-
cern, and we do get a lot 

of ships out of the UK. We 
will see how this evolves, 
but as we all know, cruise 
is very important to the 
destination, and we will 
be watching to see as the 
months progress.”

She said that at this point 
in time, their efforts and 
strategies are on stay over 
visitors, and noted that 
there were 1800 rooms 
pre-COVID, but only 620 
would be used in phase 
one

“This is allowing us to re-
build the tourism industry, 
and its important with the 
all-of-society approach, 
everyone understands that 
for us to continue to open 
and provide other oppor-
tunities for other accom-
modations to participate, 
we have to be successful 
in phase one.”

Browne said that the suc-
cess of the tourism sec-
tor is reliant on the entire 
Federation playing their 
roles.

“At this point in time for 
tourism to be successful, 
everyone had to play their 
part. It’s not left up to the 
tourism sector, we are all 
on the front line and it is 

very important.”

She said some practices 
of the past would have to 
be shelved and creative 
ideas developed to re-
build the sector in an era 
of COVID.

“We are not going back 
to pre-COVID and are 
dealing with the COVID 
era, so our operations, the 
services and amenities 
that we offer, we have to 
think of how we are going 
to deliver our services to 
earn our income. It’s not 
going to be how it was 
previously, and it is an 
investment, not a one-off 
investment.

The SKTA also an-
nounced the update 
flight schedule for 
November with flights 
from American Airlines 
and Win Air, and British 
Airways cancelling 
flights. 

American Airlines, 
British Airways and 
WinAir  for  November 
2020 ONLY:

AA MIA-SKB 318

• Saturday 7th 
November, 2020

• Saturday 14th 
November, 2020

• Wednesday 18th 
November, 2020

• Saturday 21st 
November, 2020

• Sunday 22nd 
November, 2020

• Wednesday 25th 
November, 2020

• Saturday 28th 
November, 2020

• Sunday 29th 
November, 2020

WinAir WM-303 
SXM-SKB/WM-304 
SKB-SXM

• Saturday 14th 
November, 2020

• Saturday 21st 
November, 2020

• Saturday 28th 
November, 2020

Fresh tourism strategy for 

CoVID-19 travel
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Little Free Libraries 
Launched on Nevis

FOR INFORMATION, 
CALL Suzanne Gordon 
at 663-8910

 Little Free 
Library, an international 
program designed to 
distribute books in local 
neighborhoods, has been 
launched on Nevis, spon-
sored by Sugar Mill Real 
Estate at Cliffdwellers. 

 There are now 
eight little libraries 
throughout the island, 
each with a supply of 
free books to encourage 
people to “take a book 
and share a book” to keep 
the books in circulation.  

 “It’s a great way 
to find interesting books 
to read and sometimes 
discover something you’d 
never thought you’d 
enjoy,” said Sugar Mill 
owner Suzanne Gordon. 

 “This will be a 
way to get hundreds of 
good books circulating 
around the island to make 
reading easier,” she said.

She got the idea for the 
libraries after she read 
the obituary of the late 

founder, Todd Bol, who 
had established the library 
idea. His first library, a 
little red schoolhouse, 
was built in tribute to his 
mother. After traveling to 
Florida, then London, and 
then New Hampshire, 
Gordon noticed these 
little libraries everywhere 
and thought they’d be ter-
rific on Nevis.
 With the help of 
the talented and creative 
carpenter Vishal Sukh, 
they were able to start 
construction on the little 
buildings.

The libraries are located 
where people often pass 
or stop. All of these are 
now registered and carry 
plaques indicating that 
they are part of the inter-
national association of 
libraries. Nevis will be-
come the third Caribbean 
island to be listed on their 
World Map. There are 
two on Jamaica and one 
on Grenada. www.little-
freelibrary.org

Currently there are 
100,000 libraries regis-
tered in 100 countries 
worldwide.

Residents are encouraged 
to take home books to 

relatives who might be 
housebound and unable 
to get to the library. Also, 
residents who want to 
donate books to keep the 
little libraries may add 
them to their closest little 
library. There are all sorts 
of books, from fiction to 
non-fiction, cookbooks 
and kids’ books, and even 
some music CDs. 

A special thanks to the 
many island businesses 
who have agreed to host 
the libraries: Nevis Car 
Rental (Cocky’s Bar); 
Hillcrest Grocery & 
Bar in Fountain, H&M 
Seafood Bar in Cotton 
Ground, Riviere House in 
Charlestown, Alvena Gas 
Station in Gingerland, 
Rose Stop & Shop in 
Jessups, D’s Cellar in 
Chicken Stone, and 
Cliffdwellers. There are 
two more libraries to be 
added. 

Aside from Sugar Mill 
Real Estate, Art Santelli 
and Todd Miller, both of 
Cliffdwellers helped with 
the construction costs.

For information or 
to donate books, call 
869.663.8910 (What’s 
App). 

For IMMEDIaTE rElEaSE

little Free libraries 

launched on Nevis

Photos: Justin Reid chooses a 
book at H&M Restaurant at 

Cotton Ground. 

Michelle Dore chooses a book at 
Alvena Deli and Gas Station in 

Gingerland.



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday November 6th, 2020Page:24


