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International travelers return to SKN

Passengers wait in the holding area
American Airlines shortly after touching down

By Loshaun Dixon

The first major commercial flight from the United
States since the reopening
of the Federation’s borders
touched down Saturday
at the RLB International,
from Miami, with 111
passengers.
The flight landed just
before 5:00 pm, with all
the passengers having
to go through the new
COVID-19 protocols at
the newly-renovated airport. The passengers were
greeted with masquerades, steelpan music and
beverages in an holding
area, to regularize their
body temperatures ahead
of medical screening.
Minister of Tourism
Lindsay Grant said that
the borders have now
been deemed safe for
travel.
“Today (November 07),
we welcomed the first
commercial airline to our
shores from Miami since
the borders were closed
seven months ago. After
the collective efforts put
forward by the government and the people of

St. Kitts and Nevis to help
contain the spread of the
coronavirus, our borders
are now deemed safe for
travel.”
He however reminded
that the practices the
people have been doing for the past seven
months to safeguard the
country’s record of handling COVID-19 must be
sustained.
“Now as we are welcoming back tourists, it is
critical that we maintain
these practices to protect
our own health, as well as
that of our family members, neighbours, and the
visitors who are choosing to travel to St. Kitts
& Nevis because of our
impeccable record.”
“We urge all nationals and
residents to adhere to all
health and safety protocols, to protect our nationals and residents. We have
to mitigate the risk of the
number of COVID-19
cases, and not have community spread. To achieve
this, we need everyone to
play their part, taking personal responsibility for
our own safety.”

He said it was important
for all to wear masks and
properly sanitize or wash
hands regularly and adhere to physical distancing requirements.
Grant
said
the
Government of St. Kitts
and Nevis has done its best
to prepare for the reopening of the Federation’s
borders safely.
“We are happy to welcome our visitors to our
twin-island paradise, and
our citizens and residents
back home. It is now up to
all of us to comply, to ensure the health and safety
of the Federation.”
On that day, St. Kitts
and Nevis also welcomed back the return
of Seaborne Airlines that
will also make weekly
runs from San Juan,
Puerto Rico to RLB.
British Airways flights
from London have been
canceled as the United
Kingdom observes a national lockdown for one
month due to a rise in
COVID-19 cases.
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Chamber of
Industry and
Commerce
welcomes
second VAT Day
Giselle Matthews, President of the Chamber of Industry and Commerce
By Loshaun Dixon

A second reduced VAT
Day has been added in
December, to reduce
congestion in businesses - a move that
has been praised by the
Chamber of Industry and
Commerce.
Prime Minister Harris
made the announcement
during the latest edition
of Leadership Matters.
“The Government, based
on representation and
consultation with the
Chamber, decided on
Monday that we would
extend VAT Day, which
was originally carded for
Friday, 18th December,
by another day, to
Saturday, 19th. We hope
that the additional day
will help to further stimulate economic activity, assist small businesses with
improved sales and help
spread economic activity
over those two days.”
He gave the rationale for
the additional day, noting that in keeping with
COVID-19
protocols,
the decision was made
by Cabinet to reduce
congestion.
“We hope by extending
the VAT Day offerings

to Saturday, we could
have less congestion
on the Friday and the
Saturday, and behaviours
more conducive to the
COVID-19 environment.
“One of the primary
reasons for extending
VAT Day is to minimize
overcrowding on any of
the two days. We expect
businesses to observe
COVID-19 protocols regarding physical distancing, the mask-wearing,
etc.”
Giselle
Matthews,
President
of
the
Chamber of Industry and
Commerce, said they
welcomed the decision
to extend Vat Day into a
second day.
“The Chamber welcomes
the announcement by the
Prime Minister of another
VAT Day 2020...despite
the limitations in government’s revenue loss over
the last eight months.”
She also noted that the
Chamber anticipates lower spending this year on
the VAT Days from previous years, due to lower
household incomes.
“As household income

is very limited, we do
not expect to have as robust a shopping day as
in previous, but do ask
others and partners in the
business community to
join the government and
within reason, to offer the
best discounts and offers
they can to allow many
in the community to have
simple pleasures for the
Christmas season.”
On the Discounted VAT
Rate Days, all tangible
items currently subject to
17% VAT qualify for the
discount on “VAT Day.”
Eligible items must also
be available for sale and
immediate issuance or
delivery to the customer
on Discounted VAT Rate
Days.
Orders for items that
are not in stock do not
qualify. For vehicle purchases, VAT is exempt on
the first $50,000.00, with
VAT at the standard 17%
charged thereafter.
The Government of
St. Kitts and Nevis has
again approved several
significant duty concessions on food, gift packages and passenger
allowances for the month
of December.

The decision was made
after consultations between the Ministry of
Finance and the Customs
and Excise Department.

Gift packages of foodstuff up to 400 pounds in
weight will be allowed
free of duty and taxes,
and travellers and noncommercial importers

will receive a duty-free
allowance of EC$540
or US$200 off the Cost,
Insurance and Freight
(CIF) value of goods.
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The Basics of Elections

The Observer joins with the rest of the world in congratulating Joseph R
Biden (and his running mate Kamala Harris) on their victory in the 59th
presidential election in the United States.

The historical nature of the US election has been documented; so there
is no need to repeat them. Instead, what we wish to do is highlight some
quirks of “democracy” as we practice it. However, we note that Trump is
the only head of a country who lost a covid year election.
A very high number of persons voted, roughly 160 million. Yet this
represented only two-thirds of an estimated 239 Million eligible voters.
Biden received about 78 Million of the votes cast, while Trump received
about 71 Million. Put another way, Biden’s mandate has come from 32%
of the voting population, although it represents 52 of the “popular” vote.
In democracies, significant portions of the electorate do not vote. In the
US election roughly 33% did not. In our case, our last election 41% did
not – even though this statistic is explainable by fact that our border was
closed.
In democracies, there are safe seats and battleground seats, and
battleground seats are determined by narrow margins. In the US, seven
states were determined by less than 5% points, (three by less than
1%). Here, last elections, two “battleground” seats emerged and were
determined by less than 1% point. It is these margins that often give rise
to judicial reviews.
There is a fallacy in some electoral systems about the value of the

popular vote. Trump won the Presidency without the popular vote. Here,
on several occasions, the holder of the popular vote sat in Opposition.
Even as Biden received 14% more electoral votes than Trump, he only
received 3.4% more of the popular vote than Trump. Popular vote
provides a cushion, but does not give a mandate to govern.
Only Americans can vote in presidential elections, but not all Americans
have the right to do so; it seems to depend on where they were born and
live. Americans born in Guam, Virgin Islands, Northern Mariana Islands,
American Samoa, and Puerto Rico who still reside in these territories
cannot vote. To gain the right, they must reside for a period of time in
one of the 50 states. Here, while all citizens have a right to vote, but
the government is insisting on a period of residency in order to do so.
Unlike the US, voting rights here have been extended to non-citizens.
One major difference between us and USA is the transition period.
Here, it is immediate. There is no waiting period, rather just the “fierce
urgency of now”. To the winner goes the spoils.
Meanwhile, St Vincent and the Grenadines returned Dr Ralph
Gonsalves and his party to Government for an unprecedented 5th term.
Congratulations, therefore to the Unity Labour Party!.
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War veterans duly honoured on
remembrance Day

The Guard of Honour
By Petra Mc Sheene

In remembrance of the
many men and women
who lost their lives dur-

Prime Minister, Leader
of the Opposition St.
Kitts-Nevis Labour Party,
the Rt. Hon. Dr. Denzil
Douglas.

Wreaths laid at the Cenotaph
“Having remembered the
brave men who fought so
gallantly by the laying of
wreaths, we now remember them before God by

“They shall not grow old, age shall not
vary them nor the years condemn. At
the going down of the sun and in the
morning, we will remember them”.
ing World Wars I (19141918) and II (1939-1945),
an annual service was
held at the War Memorial
last Sunday.
The event was well attended, and among the
dignitaries present were
the Prime Minister Hon.
Dr. Timothy Harris and
Governor General Sir
Tapley Seaton, as well as
other government ministers and officials.
The ceremony, which was
chaired by the Christian
Council
Evangelical
Association, was also
attended by persons of
the nursing fraternity,
members of the diplomatic corps, and former

There was the firing of
guns by members of
the Guard of Honour to
start two minutes of silence, and again to end it.
Wreaths were laid by the
Governor General, the
British Representative,
Ambassador of Taiwan,
Police
Commissioner
Hilroy Brandy and others.
The Ode to the fallen was
given by the President
of the Ex-Servicemen’s
Legion, in which he related, “They shall not
grow old, age shall not
vary them nor the years
condemn. At the going
down of the sun and in the
morning, we will remember them”.

their names,” he said
The names of the men
who fought and died in
the War of 1914-1918
were then recited, as well
as those who gave their
lives in World War II, after which the creed was
read.
The Defence Force band
then played a selection
of music, and Pastor
Smith of the Seventh Day
Adventist Church rendered the closing prayer.
World War 2 was one of
the costliest wars ever
fought. It approximated
over one trillion dollars in
damage.
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rising dengue cases in the
Caribbean causing concern

By Monique Washington

Rising cases of dengue
fever in the Caribbean
is causing concern in
neighbouring islands. Of
course, the Federation has
been paying keen attention to this development.
While St. Kitts began fogging in certain parts of the
island this week, health
officials in Nevis, guided
by available data, do not
see it necessary at this
time to begin fogging.
During the last few weeks,
islands such as Grenada
and St Lucia have reported hundreds of cases
of dengue, with the latter recording at least one
death. Other islands that
have reported cases close
to Nevis are Martinique,
Guadeloupe and Antigua.
In St. Kitts this past week,
the Ministry of Health began a fogging schedule in
most of the island.
On
Monday,
Chief
Medical Officer on Nevis,
Dr Judy Nisbett, said that
at this time they do not
have a fogging schedule.

“In terms of a fogging
schedule, we rely on data
to decide where we are
going to fog - that is the
trapping of adult mosquitoes. And if the numbers
are high, then we target
those areas for fogging.
Currently, there isn’t a
fogging schedule, but if
it becomes necessary, of
course we will be fogging
in certain areas of the island,” she announced.
She said that they continue to urge the public to
rid their areas of stagnant
water, a breeding ground
for mosquitoes.
“We have always promoted source reduction,
and have asked persons to
look around their properties for any stagnant water
that may be able to breed
mosquitoes, and therefore
decrease the population
of the Aedes aegypti mosquito,” she said.

the Aedes aegypti adult
mosquito. This mosquito
lives near human lodgings. When a mosquito
bites a person infected
with the dengue virus, the
virus enters the mosquito.
When the infected mosquito then bites another
person, the virus enters
that person’s bloodstream.
The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention
(CDC) notes that symptoms of the fever can be
mild, and can be confused
with other illnesses that
cause fever, aches and
pains, or a rash.

“The most common
symptom of dengue is
fever with any of the following, Nausea, vomiting, rash, aches and pains
(eye pain, typically behind
the eyes, muscle, joint, or
bone pain). Symptoms
of dengue typically last
She also noted that it was 2–7 days. Most people
“unfortunate” that Nevis’ will recover after about a
Caribbean neighbours are week. There is no specific
seeing a rise in dengue medication to treat dengue. Treat the symptoms
cases.
of dengue and see your
Dengue fever is spread by healthcare provider.”
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Wells sentenced to life, liddie gets
30 years for leanna’s killing

Travien Liddie
By Loshaun Dixon

Brandon Lee Wells and
Travien Liddie have escaped the death penalty
for the killing of 17-yearold Leanna Napoleon
between May and June
2017.
The 22-year-old Wells,
the older brother of the
deceased, was sentenced
to life imprisonment for
the murder on November
6. He was also sentenced
to five years imprisonment for the offence of
Attempting to Pervert the
Natural Course of Justice.
Twenty-one-year-old
Liddie of St. Johnson’s
Village was sentenced to
30 years imprisonment
for the murder. He was
also sentenced to five
years imprisonment for
the offence of Attempting
to Pervert the Natural
Course of Justice.
Both young men were
facing the death penalty
after they were convicted
in October 2019. The Jury
returned a unanimous
guilty verdict for Murder
and for Attempting
to Pervert the Natural
Course of Justice for both
of them.
In the court proceedings, Liddie and Wells
were said to have

murdered the Basseterre
High School Student by
hitting her in the head
with a hammer five
times.
Following the verdict,
the Director of Public
Prosecution
Valstan
Graham indicated that
he intended to make
an application for the
death penalty for both
accused.
S e v e n t e e n - y e a r- o l d
Leanna Napoleon had
been missing since May
8th 2017 when she was
last seen with her brother in the Buckley’s area.
Her disappearance had
sparked national outrage, as to how a teen
could just vanish without a trace for so long.
Information reaching
this publication indicated that the teen girl’s
body was found buried in a shallow grave
in a mountainous area
at Buckley’s, and was
wrapped in a white
sheet. She was clad in a
school uniform and had
plastic bags around her
face.
“She was wrapped in
a sheet with a cloth
around her face and
everything, plastic bags

and all things were
around her face, and her
panty in her mouth...
She had on her shoes
and they found her in
her school uniform,” the
source added.”
The Observer was reliably informed that it
took the police hours to
reach the location that
the body was buried, in
the hills, and they had
to rely on flashlights
to light the area. The
authorities had to scale
multiple cliffs to find
the body.
This publication also
understands that the
police had to undertake
a near four-hour trek
into the hills, and would
have never been able to
discover the body in that
large area unless they
were given a tip from
someone with knowledge of the situation.
An autopsy on the body
discovered the teen died
from blunt force trauma
to the head. Days after
her body was found, her
brother and Liddie were
taken into police custody and charged with
murder.
Ivan
Phillip
of
LaGuerite was initially

Brandon Lee Wells
charged for murder as
well, but pleaded guilty
to the offence of being

an Accessory After the
Fact to Murder, and
on September 24 was

sentenced to five years
and nine months in
prison.
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CoVID claims another
Nevisian Festival

By Monique Washington

and STT Festival.

The COVID-19 pandemic has affected yet
another Nevis annual
festival, this time it is
Gingerama, which is held
in December.

On Monday, Minister
in charge of Culture and
Chairman of Gingerama,
Eric Evelyn, announced
the cancellation of the
event.

“We are all aware of the
protocols that have been
in place in direct response
to the pandemic since
March, and it is incumbent on us to continue to
respect and be guided by
these protocols.

COVID-19 has caused the
cancellation of the Gulf

“I am therefore here,
in my capacity as

“It is therefore not prudent for us to attempt to

“We are all aware of the protocols
that have been in place in direct
response to the pandemic since
March, and it is incumbent on us to
continue to respect and be guided
by these protocols.”
Insurance Interprimary
School Championships
in March, the cancellation of the Department of
Agriculture Open Day in
April and the postponement of Culturama 46 in
July.

the Chairman of the
Gingerama Committee,
to make it official that
Gingerama 2020, which
should have been hosted
in early December, has
been cancelled,” he said.

Last year, a new facility was constructed to
host activities, including Gingerama. The facility was named after
the late Gingerlander,
David Freeman, (David
Freeman Centre of
Excellence).

Evelyn
noted
that
COVID-19 has caused
“universal crisis” and
“drastic changes” to festivals across the globe. He
added that the decision to
cancel the festival was a
joint agreement between
him and the committee
members.

Gingerama is one of the
three Parish festivals held
on the island. It is held annually in the St. George,
Gingerland area. The other festivals are Windfest

He said that it was in
the best interest of the
festival, its sponsors and
patrons, that the staging
of the festival will be cancelled for 2020.

initiate large gatherings
at this time. We know that
you will understand why
this decision had to be
made, and we thank you
for your understanding.
It was done in the best
interest of all of us, as we
continue to work with
our health professionals
to safeguard the health,
well-being and safety of
nationals and residents,”
he said.
Evelyn apologized to
the festival’s sponsors,
patrons,
contestants,
vendors, individuals and
organizations who normally partner with them,
for any inconvenience the
cancellation may cause.

NewS
LOCAL
NewS

The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday November 13th, 2020

NewS
LOCAL
NewS

Page:9

roC Taiwan assists Nevis with NCDs

William Chen. Assisting NIA in preventative measures for NCD’s
By Monique Washington

The Republic of China,
Taiwan is lending assistance to the health, education and private sector as
it relates to preventative
measures against NonCommunicable Diseases
(NCDs) on the island.
As the world prepares
to celebrate “World

sent a technical person
to help us deal with noncommunicable diseases.
Three years ago there was
an initial project in which
they looked at chronic
kidney disease, that is the
end stage of the chronic
disease. However, they
have sent a new person in
William Chen who will
be meeting with the stakeholders here on Nevis. He

“He will be collaborating with stakeholders
such as the Ministry of
Education, as they do the
school meals program.
He will be meeting with
persons from the antenatal and the renal society
as well. The stakeholders
will be persons who are in
the business of looking at
non-communicable diseases, as well as persons

“I want to place on record our profound thanks to the government of
China Taiwan, who has sent a technical person to help us deal with
non-communicable diseases”
Diabetes Day” tomorrow (November 14)
Junior Minister of Health
in the Nevis Island
Administration (NIA),
Hazel Brandy-Williams
says that the island is being “plagued” by diabetes
and hypertension. Brandy
announced that Taiwan
is lending technical support in the NIA’s fight to
reduce NCDs.
“I want to place on record our profound thanks
to the government of
China Taiwan, who has

will be based on St. Kitts,
but will actively be doing
work on Nevis. He has
come and will be on a
four-year stint,” BrandyWilliams said.

who are preparing foods
for our young people and
persons that are already
being diagnosed with
these nagging diseases,”
Brandy-Williams said.

She said that Chen will
not be focusing on the
end-stage chronic kidney
disease, but will be looking at early intervention.
He will also be collaborating with other entities
on the island.

As of 2019, Nevis’ Public
Health Centres have on
record 473 diabetic and
522 hypertensive patients,
and those figures are expected to increase.
According to the World
Health
Organisation,

“Non-communicable - or
chronic - diseases are diseases of long duration and
generally slow progression. The four main types

of
non-communicable
diseases are cardiovascular diseases (like heart
attacks and stroke), cancer, chronic respiratory

diseases (such as chronic
obstructed
pulmonary
disease and asthma) and
diabetes.
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How will
boutique hotels
fare during the
festive season?
Hermitage INN (Picture courtsy bookitletsgo)
By Monique Washington

With the Federation of St.
Kitts and Nevis exiting
the CARICOM bubble
last week, Boutique hotels throughout the twinislands will be impacted
both positively and negatively. The Observer was
able to gain some interesting perspective from operators about the possible
effects and the measures
being implemented to
adapt.
Last week Prime Minister
of St Kitts and Nevis
Dr. Timothy Harris announced that the coun-

Bay Club, Timothy Beach
Resort are only permitted
to accept local guests.
The Observer contacted
General Manager at the
Hermitage on Nevis,
Richard Lupinacci Jr.,
who noted that for this
festive season though
they will not be having
any international guests,
they encourage locals to
experience “staycations”.
“We do not have any international reservations
because of the quarantine restrictions. We are
only permitted to receive
guests from St Kitts and

to tap into the Caribbean
market but on the other
hand, we don’t normally
get people from other
Caribbean islands. Plus,
right now airlift within the
Caribbean is very difficult
due to COVID. The bottom line is safety first,” he
said.
The October 31 reopening of the borders gave
franchised hotels the “ok”
to reopen to international
guests that will be required
to quarantine on property.
These hotels include Koi
Resort, Curio by Hilton,

“We do not have any
international reservations
because of the quarantine”
try has withdrawn from
the CARICOM bubble,
meaning all travelers,
including those from the
CARICOM
member
states, are now part of the
“International Traveler”
category, and must present a negative COVID-19
PCR test taken within 72
hours, and must quarantine for 14 days.

Nevis. We are hoping
for local business, and
we are hoping to have a
good time with friends
and neighbours, and for
it to be festive and happy.
We are offering our locals staycations and local
rates. We are trying the
best we can to encourage
local guests to come,” he
said.

Due to this development, boutique hotels
such as The Hermitage
Inn, Hamilton Beach
Villas & Spa, Montpelier
Plantation & Beach
Golden Rock Inn, Sugar

Lupinacci Jr. said that by
the Federation exiting the
CARICOM bubble, it
is both good and bad for
them.
“It would have allowed us

Marriott Vacation Beach
Club, Paradise Beach
Nevis, Park Hyatt, Royal
St. Kitts Hotel and the St.
Kitts Marriott Resort.
The Observer also contacted
the
Mitchell
Nover,
Director
of
Public Relations and
Communication at the
Four Seasons Nevis, who
noted that they are very
excited to have reopened
to international travellers
following the reopening
of the Federation borders.
“In the days since our
reopening, we have seen

a lot of interest from our
guests, and we are looking forward to welcoming
them back to Nevis to celebrate with us this holiday
season,” he said.
Nover did not confirm
the actual number of

bookings the hotel will
have for the festive season. He assured visitors
that Four Seasons continues to ensure that health
and safety remain its top
priority.
“Combining public health
expertise with access to
leading technologies and

tools, ‘Lead With Care’
establishes clear procedures that educate and
empower employees to
take care of guests and
each other. Four Seasons
is leveraging world-class
medical expertise to focus
on enhancing cleanliness,
guest comfort and safety
and employee training.”
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CoNCEPT To
CrEATIoN

A strong CBI Programme aims to:
• Create job opportunities
• Upgrade the interior airport terminal building
• Complete the construction of the Old Road Bay realignment project
• Install a new runway and lighting at the RLB International Airport
• Construct more hotels
• Construct better roads
• Construct the bus terminals
• Complete the second cruise pier

Prosperity for our country, a bright future for our people. ciu.gov.kn
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Application
process for
returning nationals
“a little different”
– Dr. Judy Nisbett

Dr. Judy Nisbett
By Monique Washington

The application process
for nationals returning to
Nevis has been changed a
bit, according to the Chair
of the Nevis COVID-19
Task Force, Dr Judy
Nisbett.
Speaking
at
the
Emergency
Operation
Centre press briefing on
Monday, Dr. Nisbett said
that for nationals wishing to stay at Potworks,
“the process is a little
different.”
“You are required to
send an email to the
COVID-19 Task Force
and request a reservation.
If there is room available,
you would be given a reservation number so that
you can complete your
application. So basically
you must have a reservation number in order for
you to complete your application,” she said.

She noted that a negative
PCR test taken with 72
hours must be uploaded to
the application. If results
are not attached to the application, the application
will be rejected. She added that if applicants are
unable to identify a place
of quarantine, their application will be rejected.
Recently, US$400 has
been imposed on persons
being quarantined in
Potworks for a 14-day period. Nisbett said that this
is in addition to the cost
of the test that is taken at
the end of the quarantine
period, or any test that is
taken in the event that persons develop symptoms,
which costs EC$270, or
approximately US$100.
“Persons who are 12
years and under will be
exempted from paying
for the test, but all other
persons will be required
to pay the fee for the test.”

Nisbett said that at
Potworks, there is a waiting list.
“It is like anywhere else.
If Potworks is full, we can
ask persons to call back
some other time. We can
put their name on a waiting list, and then when the
rooms become available
then we can accommodate persons,” she said.
She revealed that the
Potworks site is being reserved for nationals and
residents of St Kitts and
Nevis only.
International
guests
who test negative for
COVID-19 will be required to quarantine
on franchised property.
These hotels include Koi
Resort, Curio by Hilton,
Marriott Vacation Beach
Club, Paradise Beach
Nevis, Park Hyatt, Royal
St. Kitts Hotel and the St.
Kitts Marriott Resort.
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Hawley
highlights
major events
for Virtual
Sugar Mas
Chair of the National Carnival Committee, Shannon Hawley

By Loshaun Dixon

Chair of the National
Carnival
Committee,
Shannon Hawley, has
highlighted some of the
major events that will take
place for a significantly
scaled-down Sugar Mas
49, that will begin later
this month and roll into
December.
Hawley disclosed that
carnival will be primarily virtual, and noted they
have already launched
one of the events in the
form of a creative arts
competition which is currently running for children from six to 17. The
theme is “COVID-19 and
Carnival”
“We are encouraging
youth between those ages
to submit their expressions, whether it is poetry
or Art Work, to info@
Skncarnival.com.
We
have had a lot of interest
so far, and a lot of people
have come on board and
already started to submit
their expressions. We look
forward to youth expressing themselves and letting
us know what Carnival
means to them in the face
of COVID-19.

Hawley said the competition will be divided up
into different age ranges
from six to 10, 11 to 14
and 15 to 17.
“It gives that opportunity
to not only young primary
school children, but also
high school children.
There is a $1500 prize for
the 15 to 17 age group and
goes down to $600 for the
primary school category
and $1000 for the 11 to
14. It is a good opportunity to be creative and win,
and have some Christmas
money.”
The deadline for that
competition is November
23.
Another
competition
they will be debuting is a
photography competition
called Sugar Scope.
“We have been seeing
beautiful
photoshoots
from our people that are so
creative and we are giving
them the opportunity to
be creative and win with
photography. It is a look
at Sugar Mas through the
lens of a photographer.”
Hawley said there will
be a $2500 grand prize,
$1500 for the first runner

up and $1000 for the second runner up.
Another new event will
be the Icons event to celebrate past Road March
winners
“It is an event you will see
on the Carnival Calendar,
that is celebrating Road
March winners of the
past. Of the past four
decades...a lot of the road
march winners, a lot of
young people don’t know
who they are or ever hear
the songs.”
She explained how the
Icons event will portray
the past carnival hits.
“What we are going to
be doing is having young
artists perform their music. We are going to have
some past Road March
winners who are with us,
perform alongside these
young artists. We are going to have the bands as
well, because for the past
decade or more, mostly
bands have won Road
March. So you are going
to see the performances
of the bands of their Road
March hits. The Icons
events is a celebration of
road march winners of the
past four decades.”

Hawley said they will also
be seeking to organize a
Pan-o-rama competition
in a setting where audiences can participate.
“This year we have eight
steel bands on board
with us...with over 100
participants, so you will
be hearing more on that.
Right now we are ensuring we have a suitable
venue for social distancing etc., and for there to
be some limited audience
participation.”
The Committee Chair
also indicated that there
will be a one-song tworound calypso competition with 16 finalists. She
said this will take place
towards the end of the
season, when you would
have traditionally seen the
calypso show and pageants. She however noted
that virtual calypso tents
will be taking place every
Saturday, with the Proud
Sounds and Legends tents
alternating each week.
Hawley also announced
plans for a Tune for Tune
DJ Competition to help
promote local music to
international audiences.
“We are getting a lot of

interest from DJs. It is a
way of promoting our local music; getting it out
there. One of the rules is,
they have to play a certain
percentage of our local
music.”
Hawley also noted that
the Sugar Mas cost has
been cut by 70 percent
this year, given the dynamic of the COVID-19
pandemic, and has resulted in the cutting of some
events for this year.
“We have drastically reduced the events that we
would be hosting - no
street activities, no pageants which would have
taken a lot of money to
produce in the past - and
we are primarily doing a
virtual carnival. We want
it not just to be having a
camera on a stage, it will
be well produced.
“We have cut costs across
the board for the events
we are producing by
about 70 percent. We are
very cognizant of the fact
that we are in a very financially challenging time on
the side of Government,
and therefore, we have
ensured we have cut a lot
of the fat which we would
have had in the past.”

She noted, however, that
several sponsors are on
board to assist in financing some of the events
they will be producing.
“We are looking forward
to more and more sponsors coming on board,
because they too realize
that it is a great opportunity to capitalize on that
audience that may not
have seen a banner on the
stage, but a virtual audience, ads during the presentation, logos, and we
are allowing our sponsors
to take full advantage of
their investment.”
She added that carnival
this year will be used to
set a foundation for Sugar
Mas 50 in 2021.
“Everything we are doing
is gearing us up for Sugar
Mas 50 next year, and we
are hoping to set the stage,
and hope we have the opportunity to market ourselves, so that come 2021
we would be in a position
to be able to have individuals and heads in beds,
with people coming to St.
Kitts to enjoy the Carnival
festivities.”
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SKN in position
when vaccine
becomes
available
By Loshaun Dixon

Chief Medical Officer
(CMO) in St. Kitts and
Nevis, Dr Hazel Laws,
says St. Kitts and Nevis
will be in position to get
access to a COVID-19
vaccine once one becomes available.
This comes after Pfizer
and Biontech have reported their vaccine candidate
is promising and is being
tested on almost 44,000
people in six countries,
with no safety concerns
raised.
The companies plan to
apply for emergency approval to use it by the
end of November - and a
limited number of people
may get the vaccine this
year.
Dr. Laws explained that
if successful, the vaccine
will have to be given in
two doses, three weeks
apart.
“So far they are claiming
they are seeing a 90%
protection within seven
days of receiving the second dose”
She urged caution, noting
that the developments this
week were based on preliminary information.
“This preliminary information is based on data
on the first 94 volunteers
who would have developed COVID-19. It is still
early days yet, in terms of
confirming the full effect
of this vaccine.”
The two companies say
they will be able to supply
50 million doses by the
end of this year.

Dr. Laws noted that this
vaccine has to be kept in
ultra-cold storage - at below -80°C - and that there
is going to be some challenge in maintaining the
cold chain in distributing
this vaccine.
The CMO added that 12
other vaccine candidates
have reached Phase Three
of development.
Dr. Laws said that if a
vaccine becomes available, St. Kitts and Nevis
will be in position to have
access to doses.
“The Federation is participating in the COVAX
Facility, which is a global
facility open to every
country in the world, and
we have paid our down
payments. This will afford us access to a successful vaccine.”
She reiterated caution until the full report becomes
available.
“We need to be cautious
- because researchers are
still trying to determine
all the facts about this and wait until the full report becomes available.”
Medical Chief of Staff
at the JNF Hospital, Dr.
Cameron Wilkinson, said
once a vaccine is available, it will be available
everywhere.
“The World Health
Organization
believes
that everyone everywhere
should get a vaccine once
it becomes available.”
He noted that when one
becomes available, it will
be prioritized to those
who need it most.

“When it becomes available, it will be prioritized, so those who need
it first will get it. It will
be prioritized to the first
responders, because they
are at the greatest risk for
exposure, then those who
have the greatest risk of
dying from the vaccine the elderly and those with
pre-existing conditions.”
Addressing facilities to
store the vaccine, Dr.
Wilkinson said that they
will ensure the necessary
facilities are in place.
“Once the vaccine becomes available, we will
make sure we have the
necessary cold chain to
keep the vaccine viable.”
Pfizer earlier this week
said that the analysis
found that their vaccine
was more than 90 percent
effective in preventing
the disease among trial
volunteers who had no
evidence of prior coronavirus infection.
According to the New
York Times, “If the results hold up, that level of
protection would put it on
par with highly effective
childhood vaccines for
diseases such as measles.
No serious safety concerns have been observed,
the company said.”
It added that Pfizer plans
to ask the Food and Drug
Administration for emergency authorization of
the two-dose vaccine
later this month, after it
has collected the recommended two months of
safety data.
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Medical Chief of Staff at the JNF Hospital Dr. Cameron Wilkinson
and CMO Dr. Hazel Laws
According to the World
Health Organization, 172
economies are now engaged in discussions to
potentially participate in
COVAX, a global initiative aimed at working
with vaccine manufacturers to provide countries
worldwide equitable access to safe and effective
vaccines, once they are
licensed and approved.
COVAX currently has the
world’s largest and most

diverse COVID-19 vaccine portfolio - including
nine candidate vaccines,
with a further nine under
evaluation.
COVAX, the vaccines
pillar of the Access to
COVID-19 Tools (ACT)
Accelerator, is co-led by
the Coalition for Epidemic
Preparedness Innovations
(CEPI), Gavi, the Vaccine

Alliance, and the World
Health
Organization
(WHO) – working in
partnership with developed and developing
country vaccine manufacturers. It is the only global
initiative that is working
with governments and
manufacturers to ensure
COVID-19 vaccines are
available worldwide to
both higher-income and
lower-income countries.
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And The Word of
The Year Is…

‘lock
down’.

LONDON,
England–
November 10th, 2020–
Collins Dictionary said
on Tuesday that “lockdown” is its Word of The
Year in 2020 following a
dramatic increase in usage during the spread of
COVID-19.
Lexicographers said they
picked the word because
it had become synonymous with the experience
of populations across the
world as governments
look to curb the coronavirus pandemic.
“It is a unifying experience for billions of people
across the world, who
have had collectively to
play their part in combating the spread of
COVID-19,” publisher
Harper Collins said.
Apparently, the word is
of North American origin
and originally referred to
“a piece of wood used in
the construction of rafts
when transporting timber
downriver,
consisting
of a strip or branch bent
around the horizontal
poles and secured into
holes in the logs. Later: a
peg, pin, or similar device
used to fasten something
in place”.
The first example of this
usage is, apparently, from
1832: “That it shall be the
duty of said corporation
to raft all lumber in said
boom without any unnecessary delay, securely and
faithfully with suitable
poles and lock-downs.”
The word is still used in
that sense phrases like

‘lockdown frame’ and
‘lockdown device’.

the longer list of 10 words
of the year.

However, it may be that
the term ‘tie-down’ is
now used more commonly in that context.

“Key worker” alone has
seen a 60-fold increase
in usage reflecting the
importance attributed in
2020 to professions considered to be essential to
society.

It would take another
century for the modern
sense of ‘lockdown’ (related to ‘to lock down’) to
emerge, as in: “The confinement of prisoners to
their cells for an extended
period of time, usually as
a security measure following a disturbance;
the time at which such
confinement begins. Also
used in the context of a
psychiatric hospital or
other secure unit.”
The first use listed is
from 1973: “A full-scale
lockdown was imposed
immediately after the
knifing”. One can almost hear the prison stuff
shooting the bolts in the
prison cells… or indeed
pegs or pins or similar
devices …
Collins registered more
than a quarter of a million
usages of “lockdown”
during 2020, against only
4,000 in 2019.
Because of the way the
pandemic has affected the
daily use of language, six
of Collins’ 10 words of
the year in 2020 are related to the global health
crisis.
“Coronavirus,” “social
distancing,” “self-isolate”
and “furlough” as well
as “lockdown” and “key
worker” were included in

“2020 has been dominated by the global pandemic,” Helen Newstead,
a language consultant at
Collins, said.
“Lockdown has affected
the way we work, study,
shop and socialize.
“With many countries
entering a second lockdown, it is not a word of
the year to celebrate but it
is, perhaps, one that sums
up the year for most of the
world.”
Collins defines “lockdown” as “the imposition
of stringent restrictions
on travel, social interaction, and access to public
spaces.”
According to the dictionary, coronavirus is,
“Any one of a group of
RNA-containing viruses
that can cause infectious
illnesses of the respiratory tract, including
COVID-19.”
Significant social and
political developments
beyond the virus have
also been reflected in the
list, which has already
made its way into online
editions of the English
dictionary.

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson leaves 10 Downing Street for Prime
Minister’s Questions at the Houses of Parliament in London, Britain, on
Nov. 4, 2020. British lawmakers voted in favor of the government’s a
month-long lockdown for England by 516 votes to 38, a majority of 478.
Photo: Xinhua
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World Diabetes Day celebrated during
period of intense focus

By Petra Mc Sheene

World Diabetes Day is
observed each year on
Nov. 14 and the Diabetes
Association of St. Kitts
will be having their annual week of activity
celebrations.
Minister of Health Hon.
Akilah Byron-Nisbett,
but in her address to the
nation to commemorate
the start of the week,
stated that this is the time
of year when there is substantial focus on diabetes.
“I am quite cognisant that
the condition of diabetes
is an extremely serious
matter. The concern is
universal and statistics
have revealed its escalating prevalence globally,
with the most poignant
and devastating increases
seen in the developing
countries such as ours.”
Diabetes is a chronic
progressive non-communicable metabolic disease
characterised by elevated
levels of blood glucose
sugar that occurs either
when the pancreas does
not produce enough of the
insulin hormone or when
the body cannot use the
insulin it produces. When
diabetes is not detected
early or not properly controlled, the consequences
are dire.
Minister Byron-Nisbett
stated that the World

Health Organization and
the International Diabetes
Federation are recognized
international entities that
are working with countries to advance the fight
against diabetes, when
there is a sobering realization that the number of
persons living with diabetes worldwide has almost
quadrupled since 1980 to
approximately 4.5 million
adults.
“The World Health
Organization has revealed diabetes to be
the 7th leading cause
of death worldwide. It
is therefore appropriate
and commendable that
the local diabetes association is joining with the
International
Diabetes
Federation to bring awareness to diabetes utilizing
the theme: ‘The Nurse
and Diabetes – Nurses
Make the Difference.”
The Health Minister
pointed out that the theme
brings into focus, the crucial role that nurses play
in preventing and supporting persons diabetes.
She said that the theme is
also relevant, as the WHO
has declared 2020 the
International Year of the
Nurse and Midwife, being cognisant that nurses
and midwifes are indispensable to the health care
sector, and are often the
first and only point of care
in many communities.

“The Ministry of Health
applauds the St. Kitts
Diabetes Association for
undertaking an essential mission to promote
diabetic education in the
federation and empower
persons with diabetes
to appropriately selfmanage their condition,
develop and disseminate
education materials to
improve knowledge, and
facilitate free exchange of
knowledge with respect
to diabetes.

health sources have
warned of the increased
risk of COVID-19 to
persons with underlying
chronic conditions such
as diabetes.”

“Additionally, the ministry is in strong support
of the association’s proclaimed ‘diabetic gospel’
utilizing the acronym
‘TEEM’ which means,
test regularly, exercise
regularly, eat wisely and
comply with the recommendations for prescribed
medication.”

A new four-year project
on capacity building for
the prevention and control
of chronic metabolic diseases in St. Christopher
and Nevis has commenced, based on a WHO
chronic care model.

Minister Byron-Nisbett
said that if the principle
of TEEM is embraced
by persons with diabetes
there would be a monumental decrease in the
incidence and severity of
complications.
“The Ministry of Health
is intensifying efforts to
ensure the well-being of
this vulnerable group of
persons particularly at this
juncture when non-communicable diseases remain a potent threat to our
country and authoritative

The
Minister
announced that there is a
notable cadre of trained
personnel who graduated from the Stanford
University Diabetes SelfManagement Program.

“The Ministry of Health
secured the vital service
of a volunteer diabetes
educator from Taiwan
who is working closely
with nurses and is engaging in outreach at community health centres to
empower persons with
diabetes to successfully
manage their condition.”
The prime purpose of
the week of activities being held by the St. Kitts
Diabetes Association is
to fundamentally promote
and increase awareness
of diabetes, and to highlight persons living with
diabetes, to garner greater
societal support and
mitigate against negative
consequences.

The association’s activities surround the variables of good health and
wellness, and included
a church service at ProCathedral of St. Georges,
round table panel discussion, annual diabetes screening day and a
health walk.
Minister Byron
-Nisbett encouraged citizens and residents to support and participate in the
association’s week of activities and to wear blue.
She paid homage to the
executive and members
of the association, particularly President Nurse
Christine Wattley.
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Nevis’ Junior Minister
of Education reports
school’s successful
transition to
CoVID-19 era
NIA CHARLESTOWN
NEVIS
(November
12, 2020) -- Hon. Troy
Liburd, Junior Minister
of Education in the Nevis
Island
Administration
(NIA) says all schools
on Nevis reopened in
September into an era of
COVID-19 and from all
reports it has been a successful response.
The Junior Minister was
at the time delivering a
report on the status of
the education system on
Nevis at a sitting of the
Nevis Island Assembly
on November 05, 2020.
“Our schools were able
to restart and from all of
the reports that we would
have gotten from each
and every school it has
been mostly smooth. It
has not been without its
up and downs but we are
thankful that we are able
to keep our students in
school physically when
so many other territories
are not able to do that.
“In our primary schools
the students are back at
school all day, that’s from
8:30 in the morning until
3:30 in the afternoons…
Our day care centres and
our preschools they are
back in operation and
we are very thankful for
that… In terms of our
high schools, the public
high schools on Nevis,
both of them are in operation and are operating on
a shift system,” he said.
Mr. Liburd noted that the
Ministry of Education
and the Nevis Island
Administration had made
major changes at schools
in keeping with the
COVD-19 protocols.

“We have had to put a lot
of protocols in place – the
wearing of masks, the
sanitization of students,
the hand sanitizer when
they come in the morning,
and we have had to procure some new furniture
to accommodate the social distancing rules that
we have had to implement in our schools…The
government had to open
a second segment of the
Charlestown Preschool
because we had a large
number of students to
accommodate…
“We have implemented
a shift system. Some
students come in the
morning and some in the
afternoon but it does not
mean, that the students
are not getting that learning and teaching experience while they are not in
school doing online classes. We have had to do that
for the social distancing
because of the space in
the schools,” he said.
The Junior Minister indicated that as far as the
shift system at the government-owned secondary schools is concerned,
the NIA employed fulltime sanitising workers
to increase the level of
health safety.
“We have had to implement a strict sanitising
protocol where the classes are cleaned before the
next shift starts. So when
the morning shift moves
out, we clean the classrooms before the afternoon shift comes in.
“That means that the
government has had to
employ full-time cleaners
at all of the government
schools,” he said.

Sanitization of the school
buses has also been upgraded, and bus attendants have been hired.
“For the students who
travel on the school bus,
we have had to employ
bus attendants to be on
each bus…they sanitise
the buses before students
come on and they sanitise
them after students leave
to accommodate the next
shift,” he said.
Mr. Liburd used the opportunity to announce that
the NIA had taken steps
to address the restrictions
created by social distancing as directed by the
COVID-19
protocols,
with regards to the school
buses and the number of
students who could travel
on the buses at any given
time.
“Through a partnership
with a private entity, we
have also procured four
additional school buses,
two of which should be
on island before the end
of the year.
“So hopefully when the
new school term starts in
January, we will have the
services of two additional
school buses and then
sometime in the not-toodistant future from then,
we are going to have the
services of an additional
two school buses,” he
said.
Photo caption: Hon. Troy
Liburd Junior Minister of
Education in the Nevis
Island
Administration
making his presentation at a sitting of the
Nevis Island Assembly
in chambers at Hamilton
House in Charlestown on
November 05, 2020

Hon. Troy Liburd Junior Minister of Education in the Nevis Island Administration making his presentation at a sitting of the Nevis Island Assembly in chambers at Hamilton House in Charlestown
on November 05, 2020
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