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By Loshaun Dixon

The Basseterre Fisheries 
Complex (BFC) has re-
opened, following several 
fish poisoning incidents 
that led to the closure of 
the facility in October, but 
officials have noted that 
the poisonous fish were 
caught outside of the wa-
ters of St. Kitts and Nevis

The Basseterre Fisheries 
were reopened last Friday, 
with new food safety 
measures to ensure the 
safety of the fish brought 
to the facility.

The closure was done as 
a precautionary approach, 
and to provide an oppor-
tunity for the testing of 
fish, as well as to institute 
remedial, corrective and 
preventative actions to 
ensure the efficiency of 
the complex.

Director of Marine 
Resources, Marc 
Williams, said that the 
area where the fish were 
caught, in terms of the 
recent fish poisoning in-
cidents, was outside the 
territorial sea of St. Kitts 
and Nevis.

“We have not been able to 
pinpoint the area, howev-
er because of the test that 
was done, there were low 
levels of cadmium and 
lead. Cadmium and lead 
are normally associated 
with the volcanic Islands. 
What we have deduced is 

that the fish were caught 
outside of the territorial 
sea which can be the ex-
clusive economic zone of 
St. Kitts and Nevis and 
beyond.”

 The Ministry of 
Agriculture, in a release, 
said fish samples were 
sent to the Bureau of 
Standards for testing, to 
determine the type of 
poisoning, and that the 
fisheries has revised its 
operational procedures 
and standards, and has 
enhanced its food safety 
measures to ensure it min-
imizes any contamination 
of its products. 

“All members of staff 
have been re-trained and 
re-tooled in these new 
systems. The Complex 
has also been sanitized, 
and a schedule of regu-
lar sanitizing has been 
implemented. In addition, 
the Management of the 
BFC conducted a forum 
with fish suppliers on the 
revised procedural and 
operational standards, to 
provide awareness of the 
fishing sites that are of 
concern with regards to 
the fish poisoning.”

The release also noted that 
there had been a change 
in the management of the 
Basseterre Fisheries.

“It was also found that 
some of the problems 
at the fisheries were a 
result of managerial 

deficiencies. A new Acting 
Manager has been as-
signed, and staff develop-
ment sessions have been 
conducted.”

The Bureau of Standards 
indicated that there were 
no issues relating to the 
fish handling or food 
preparation process. 

“However, there were 
elevated levels of arsenic 
in the fish samples. The 
Bureau of Standards has 
advised that inorganic 
arsenic in fish should be 
0.043 mg/kg at maxi-
mum; while the total for 
arsenic (organic and inor-
ganic) should be 1.48mg/
kg at maximum. The re-
sults underscore the need 
to maintain clean marine 
environments with mini-
mal pollutants which can 
cause adverse effects on 
human health.”

The Bureau of Standards 
concluded that the sam-
pled fish did not come 
from the waters of St. 
Kitts and Nevis 

“In an effort to ensure 
food safety, the Ministry 
has terminated both the 
arrangements made by 
the previous BFC man-
agement for imported 
fish sold to the BFC and 
for private fish processing 
done at night. As part of 
the revised protocols, all 
fishers supplying fish to 
the BFC must apply to 
the BFC. This application 

will be reviewed by the 
Department of Marine 
Resources to verify that 
the supplier is in compli-
ance with the fisheries 
laws of the Federation. 
Upon successful review, 

the supplier will be issued 
a permit to supply fish to 
the BFC in accordance 
with conditions outlined 
in the application.”

The Ministry thanked 

the general public for 
its patience and support, 
and assured all that the 
Complex will remain 
vigilant in ensuring food 
safety and food security.

LOCAL NEWS

Fisheries reopens; officials  
positive fish is safe

Director of Marine 
Resources  

Marc Williams 
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Prime Minister Dr. Timothy 
Harris and Financial  

Secretary Hillary Hazel

PM: “2021 Budget 

is for the 
people”

By Loshaun Dixon

The 2021 budget in St. 
Kitts and Nevis is be-
ing described by Prime 
Minister and Minister 
of Finance, Dr. Timothy 
Harris, and Financial 
Secretary, Hillary Hazel, 
as a budget for the people, 
as they set to lead the re-
bound from COVID-19.

Speaking at his monthly 
press conference, Dr. 
Harris said that they were 
advanced in the finaliza-
tion of the 2021 budget 

“As we have done since 
2015, it is our intention 
to deliver the 2021 bud-
get way in advance of the 
statutory deadline, which 
is 60 days after the com-
mencement of the finan-
cial year”

He announced Tuesday, 
December 15, 2020, as 
the day he will deliver 
the budget address to the 
parliament.

In answering a question 
from The Observer, the 
Prime Minister highlight-
ed some of the priorities 
of the budget. 

“The main priority areas 
for the budget, largely, we 
will ensure that we would 
keep the social safety nets 
intact - that is, social sec-
tors such as health and 
education, and that they 
are adequately resourced. 
We would want to pay 
attention to the economic 
infrastructure...the com-
pletion of certain capital 

projects - all of these that 
are already at an advanced 
stage will continue.”

He said they had provided 
funds this year for the 
construction of the health 
facility in St. Peters, that 
will be ongoing work into 
2021.

He added that the social 
infrastructure programs 
that can help with the 
economy’s growth will 
also be among the priority 
areas.

Dr. Harris said that in this 
year’s budget address, he 
will outline programs to 
chart the recovery effort 
made necessary by the 
impact of COVID-19.

“COVID-19 is still with 
us, the entire world has 
been scarred by it. Its 
impact has been brutal 
on health systems and 
people around the world. 
Here in St. Kitts and 
Nevis, we have fared bet-
ter than most, in terms of 
COVID-19 cases and as-
sociated deaths.”

“The economic impact 
of COVID-19 has been 
severe all over. Here in St. 
Kitts, thousands lost their 
jobs. Some persons and 
businesses are experienc-
ing financial difficulties, 
and we shall respond ap-
propriately in the 2021 
budget.”

He said this year they had 
to prioritize what to do as 
a people and as a country. 

“Had it not been for our 
prudent financial man-
agement starting in 2015 
leading up to the ad-
vent of COVID-19, the 
economy of St. Kitts and 
Nevis would have been 
destroyed, and our people 
overwhelmed. Our strong 
fiscal buffers then, gave 
us the financial space to 
respond. Thankfully, we 
responded quickly and 
decisively; we announced 
a $120M stimulus pack-
age - the biggest and the 
most comprehensive 
package in the region. 

“This helped to lessen the 
suffering in our country, 
and helped many to keep 
their heads above water, 
as we work assiduously 
to reopen all areas of the 
economic sector over 
time, while recognizing 
the health and safety of 
our people first.”

Financial Secretary 
Hillary Hazel said that in 
the budget, they will aim 
to be positive in the out-
look, as well as “making 
sure we spend the energy 
focusing on people”. 

“The budgets over the 
past five years have been 
people-oriented, and so 
we would continue to 
keep that focus. We will 
continue to invest in areas 
as we respond to the issues 
related to COVID-19. 
However, we have taken 
the decision that we will 
be tending towards look-
ing forward, and towards 
recovery and transforma-
tion, rather than looking 

backwards.”

She said that heavy focus 
will be placed on expendi-
ture related to infrastruc-
ture development, to spur 
on the transformation 
process that has started, 
and to recover from the 
shortfalls experienced in 
2020. 

“National security will 
continue to be a focus, 
our social safety net pro-
grammes will be priori-
tized and we would also 
be looking to strengthen 
our partnership with our 
international partners, as 
well as strengthening the 
environment for spurring 
entrepreneurship. The 

government has taken a 
determined decision to 
create a new ministry, and 
so we look forward to see-
ing that ministry would 
be put in place to support 
our creative and talented 
persons who would need 
assistance in building that 
type of business.”
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 Wanted: people of courage
EDitorial

EDITORIAL

The world is watching, some in fascination, some in horror, as events 
continue to unfold in the USA, a country considered the bastion of 
democracy, especially in the western world.  President Trump continues 
to insist that he has won, and challenges the results in Court even as he 
loses legal challenge after legal challenge. 

Sadly, this episode is more than a challenge of election results; it is really 
a challenge to democracy everywhere.

At its most basic, democracy can be considered as the imposition of the 
decision of the majority as determined after everyone has had a say on 
the matter.  The key word there is majority; majority of what? Globally, 
there is no single acceptance to this answer.   In some jurisdictions it is 
the majority of parliamentary seats or constituencies, in some it is of the 
total number of votes cast while in others it is the number of electoral 
college votes. Whatever is the system, the position of the majority must 
prevail.

After an election, three critical things must happen for the election to 
lead into governance. There must be a transition of power, there must 
be performance output and there must be institutions and resources 
to execute the governance agenda.  In their book, “Elections in 
Hard Times”, authors  Flores and Nooruddin explain describe these 
as contingent legitimacy, performance legitimacy and institutional 
legitimacy 

In the USA, there is a 3 month transitional period that allows for the 

required institutions and resources are identified and put in place, 
readying the administration for its performance. It is this that is being 
hindered by the behavior of the outgoing administration.  Here, we saw 
something similar, except that the transition is effectively immediate.

These “soft coups” can be destabilizing, are divisive and are expensive 
in and of themselves; and detract from the business of governance. They 
also invite unwarranted attention: how can there be widespread fraud, 
but only in areas where the complainant lost. That is what makes some 
election challenges so comedic.

Elections should strengthen – not weaken - democracy and enhance 
governance, but can only do so when they are free and fair.  Anything 
else weakens democracies everywhere. Therefore, given how our 
fortunes are so intertwined with the USA, we would wish for a speedy 
resolution. 

For democracy and governance to be at their best, we need men and 
women of courage and humility.  May each country find its share. 
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Hurricane  
season ends,  
NEMa urges 

 vigilance
By Loshaun Dixon

The 2020 Atlantic 
Hurricane Season has 
officially come to an 
end, but the National 
Emergency Management 
Agency (NEMA) is im-
ploring the people of St. 
Kitts and Nevis to remain 
vigilant, as storms con-
tinue to form.

NEMA in a statement 
said that tropical cyclones 
still pose threats along 
Hurricane Alley even 
now, as systems con-
tinue to emerge and rage 
through the end of the 
season. 

“This phenomenon has 
been growing from year 
to year, since seasons 
have been monitored and 
documented by meteo-
rologists, with trends that 
show development be-
ginning earlier and end-
ing later than previously 
chronicled. According 
to the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Agency 
(NOAA) between 1950 
and 2019, 35 storms, an 
average of one storm 
every other year, have 
formed in November.”

In the past 70 years, 
NEMA said 10 storms 
formed in December, and 
four storms formed in ei-
ther January or February. 

“The last storms to form 
after the official hurricane 
season’s end of November 
30 were Hurricane Alex 
in January 2016, and an 
unnamed tropical storm 
in early December 2013.”

National Disaster 
Coordinator (NDC) 
Abdias Samuel, urged 
residents to remain 

vigilant, as he reiterated 
that November 30th does 
not necessarily mean that 
tropical cyclones will 
cease to develop.

“History is replete with 
examples of sub-tropical 
and post-seasonal storms 
and hurricanes,” he said, 
“and 2020 has shown 
itself to be an extremely 
abnormal year in terms 
of ongoing threats to 
the safety and protec-
tion of us all. However, 
the National Emergency 
Management Agency 
along with our stakehold-
ers, stand ready to move 
our beloved Federation 
from danger to safety.”

NEMA also recapped the 
2020 season, which it de-
scribed as hyperactive.

“2020’s hyperactive 
storm formations began 
before the start of the 
season with Tropical 
Storm Arthur. Tropical 
Storm Bertha quickly 
followed on May 27, off 
North Carolina’s shore; 
then a record nine storms 
between May and July 
ramped up the season, 
with July presenting the 
first hurricane of 2020, 
Category 1 Hurricane 
Hanna, which made land-
fall in south Texas.”

They noted that although 
the Caribbean dodged 
major storm impact this 
year, other parts of the 
region were not as lucky.

“Florida’s Gulf Coast 
was lashed by six 
storms: Tropical Storm 
Cristobal, Hurricane 
Hanna, Hurricane 
Laura, Hurricane Marco, 
Hurricane Sally and 
Hurricane Delta, as the 

regular names crumbled 
under the frequency of 
weather systems, giv-
ing way to Alpha, a 
Subtropical storm named 
from the first letter of the 
Greek alphabet.

“Having reached the end 
of the alphabetical list of 
21 Atlantic tropical storm 
names for 2020 with 
Tropical Storm Wilfred, 
the naming protocol for 
all subsequent storms are 
taken from the Greek al-
phabet, as decided by the 
World Meteorological 
Organization. To date, 
nine of the 24 Greek 
names have already de-
veloped, with Eta and 
Iota wreaking havoc on 
the Gulf and southern 
states in the USA, just 
weeks ago.”

The NEMA statement 
indicated that in St. Kitts 
and Nevis, although there 
was no major impact, 
torrential downpours led 
to soil saturation during 
the rainy season (July 
to November) and this 
pattern was repeated 
throughout the region, 
causing massive land-
slides and land slippages 
elsewhere. 

“In the area of Fort Tyson 
in Frigate Bay, a house 
gave way to the impact 
and slid off its foundation 
down the hill. Similar im-
pacts were witnessed and 
recorded in Antigua and 
Barbuda and Jamaica, 
during the same timeline. 
2020 is the fifth consecu-
tive year with an above-
normal Atlantic hurricane 
season, comprising 18 
above-normal seasons 
out of the past 26.”
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By Monique Washington 

Four students of 
the Ceceley Brown 
Integrated School (CBIS) 
are extremely excited to 
lend their expertise to a 
collage mural that has 
been painted on the fence 
of the Pinney’s Park wall 
in the “Art at the Park” 
project.

More than ten Nevisian 
artists answered the call 
to lend their talents and 
paint the fence that is cur-
rently securing the prop-
erty where Pinney’s Park 
is being built.

“Art in the Park” is an 
initiative undertaken by 
the Ministry of Tourism, 
and local artists who 
will paint the expanse of 
the Galvalume fence at 
the entrance of Pinney’s 
Beach. The project aims 
to access local experts and 

other individual artists.

The artists that will be 
participating in “Art at 
the Park” are Vaughn 
Anslyn, Gary Wade, 
Jimmy Simmons, Dinzey 
Ryan, Lukiano “Luke” 
Freeman, Leon Silcott, 
Biemcy Change (Haitian 
Artist and Alliance 
Française Teacher), 
Deborah Tyrell, Clayton 
Huggins, Nevis Academy, 
Sylvester Mead and 
team, along with Anairah 
Hendrickson, Glen 
Hensley, Unique Parris, 
and Hildreth Tross, all 
of the Ceceley Brown 
Integrated School.

CBIS’s Anairah 
Hendrickson said that she 
was excited to be a part of 
the experience.

“I was excited to go, but 
then I realized it was hard. 
But it is going to look nice 

when it is finished,” she 
said.

“The other students 
thought the experience 
was “cool”. My parents 
are going to be super ex-
cited. I am happy to do 
it.”

Principal of the CBIS, 
Violet Clarke, told The 
Observer that the oppor-
tunity to participate was 
presented and they took 
it, because it was an im-
portant one.

“We are not just doing it 
for the school, but we are 
doing it for the commu-
nity.  The theme for the 
painting is ‘Where there 
is a will there is a way’. 
The picture depicts chil-
dren playing football; one 
is in a wheelchair, one on 
crutches, one normal, but 
their all playing together. 
That is the message that 

we want to get across, that 
there is always a way to 
the solution, you just have 
to find it,” she said.

Clarke noted that some 
of the students previ-
ously participated in 
a Taiwanese drawing 
competition. 

“Being creative is a big 
part of what we do. When 
you think of students we 
just don’t think of our stu-
dents as one-dimensional, 
we think of our children 
as multi-talented. We are 
looking for every oppor-
tunity in order to develop 
their skills that are very 
important. We don’t just 
focus on academics. We 
focus on every skill they 
have,” she said.

During the launch of “Art 
at the Park,” on Tuesday, 
Premier of Nevis and 
Minister of Tourism Mark 

Brantley said that this ini-
tiative will allow artists to 
display their talents.

“It is my hope that this 
‘Art in the Park’ project 
goes well. It is my hope 
that it inspires our artists 
who are having their art 
displayed; those who are 
established will have their 
art better displayed, and 
those who are upcoming 
will have the opportunity 
to show what they can 
do as their art develops. 
All of our people are in-
volved, and I hope that all 
of you - the artists - will 
feel proud when you 
drive by with your family 
and point and say, ‘I was 
the one who did that,’” he 
said.

He said that the youths 
who will be participating 
should also feel proud, 
because they would have 
“created a fantastic mural 

that will adorn this par-
ticular fence line”.

Brantley noted that the 
project means a lot to the 
NIA, and it means a lot to 
Nevis.

“It involves local partici-
pation on a local project. 
It allows local artists to 
demonstrate their skills 
and their creativity, and of 
course, it means the beau-
tification of this particular 
area, which we intend to 
be a showpiece for the 
island of Nevis. And last 
but not least, it will be a 
permanent reminder of 
the lasting relationship 
that Nevis has enjoyed, 
and St Kitts and Nevis 
have enjoyed, with the 
government and people 
of Taiwan. Today we can 
see this park unfolding in 
front of our eyes,” he said.

Where there’s a will there’s a way…
CBIS students among artists beautifying Pinney’s Park

Premier Brantley and Taiwan Ambassador Tom Lee, painting

Donkeys by Gary, 

Students of the CBIS painting their portion of the fence

People  looking as 
premier and  

ambassador paint 
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By Loshaun Dixon 

Twenty-five teen-
agers were duly 
celebrated by parlia-
mentarians last week 
Thursday (November 26) 
for their work in differ-
ent areas of society in St. 
Kitts and Nevis.

The 25 Most Remarkable 
Teens of 2020 were rec-
ognized at a special sit-
ting of parliament, where 
MPs read and introduced 
them to the august body, 
and presented them with 
plaques.

Minister with respon-
sibility for Youth 
Empowerment, Jonel 
Powell, said that the oc-
casion was to pay hom-
age to outstanding and 
upstanding young people 
who “illuminate our 
Federation”. 

“These are young inspi-
rations who have in their 
unique ways demonstrat-
ed their value and contrib-
uted to the growth of both 
self and community.”

He said that the recogni-
tion was testimony that 
regardless of the circum-
stances, the young people 
of St. Kitts and Nevis 
possess the creativity, in-
novation and resilience 
not only to make a differ-
ence, but to effect needed 
change in the face of 
adversities.

“I am therefore honoured 
to celebrate these remark-
able young individuals.”

Powell noted that this was 
the tenth occasion when 
the citizens of St. Kitts 
and Nevis were sharing 
common ground in this 
regard, “…where we 
stand unified in our ap-
plause and celebration of 
our young people. Young 

people who are creative, 
principled, industrious, 
well-educated, skilled, 
empathetic, community-
spirited, service-oriented, 
and so much more”.

He hailed the teens for 
their resilience, noting 
they were not isolated 
from the ills and pres-
sures of society. 

“Coping in an ever-
evolving world as a 
changing physical, emo-
tional and social being 
has never been easy. As a 
result, many succumb to 
the lure of peer pressure, 
anti-social community 
influences, the strains of 
poverty, and the pains of 
abuse.

“Our modern world, 
though it presents our 
youth with amenities and 
opportunities that will 
relieve them of several 
hardships that their par-
ents faced as youths, it 
also bombards them with 
significant distractions 
and having to get used to 
amplified negative and 
destructive influences.”

Powell said it was re-
markable that despite the 
difficulties of 2020, the 
young people have re-
mained firm and focused.

“What is most excep-
tional is that many of 
them are Phoenixes who 
rose from the ashes of 
bleak circumstances and 
overcame personal trag-
edies to achieve this rec-
ognition. This, in and of 
itself, is a clear indication 
of their innate ability to 
harness their intrinsic and 
available extrinsic moti-
vators as they create their 
niches in life.”

He also hailed the other 

teenagers who fell short 
of recognition in this 
year’s ceremony.

“Permit me to offer en-
couragement and uplift-
ment to those young 
persons who have also 
contributed significantly 
to their communities and 
society, but were unfor-
tunately not selected this 
time around. Their con-
tributions are not any less 
valuable. I urge them to 
continue to be self-aware, 
and to continue their pur-
suit of a purpose greater 
than themselves.”

Powell noted that the out-
standing young people 
are products of strong 
and supportive environ-
ments, and lauded the 
villages that nurtured ev-
ery young person.

“We must recognize the 
villages, where the par-
ents, assisted by siblings 
and extended family 
members, laid the solid 
foundation, with teach-
ers, coaches, community 
leaders, mentors, peers 
and acquaintances as 
equally strong pillars of 
support, and were their 
empowering sources of 
encouragement, both tan-
gible and intangible. This 
unearthed the optimal-
ity of the praiseworthy 
awardees.”

He said the ceremony 
is an integral part of the 
government’s commit-
ment to principles of pos-
itive youth development  

“This is an approach to 
youth development that 
recognizes the intrinsic 
value of young people as 
assets and partners in our 
country’s development.”

The awardees for the 
25 Most Remarkable 
Teens of 2020 are: 
Devoncya Clarke for 
Spiritual Commitment; 
Tijuanique Morton 
for Sports; Genaiah 
Browne for Academics; 
Mariqua Cumberbatch 
for Technology; Julian 
Francis for his work in 
Volunteerism; Ayddan 
Tuckett for Culinary 
Arts; Teyra Penny for 
Coping Positively With 

Challenges; Keijarie 
Huggins for Spirit of 
Hope; Karyl Woods for 
Writing; Ahjania Battice 
for Personal Decision to 
Change; Nykeisha Henry 
for Environmentalism; 
Elyse Thomas for Youth 
Activism; Taina French 
for Volunteerism; Ajane 
Bristol for Dance; 
Danrick Robinson as a 
Scholar-Athlete; Mauriel 
Knight for Leadership; 
Gregory McGrath for 

Coping Positively With 
Challenges; Vanessa 
Simon for Courage to 
Overcome; Sientanicia 
Thomas for Academics; 
Roddena DaCosta for 
Academics; Maleah 
Erskine for Academics; 
Terron Webb for Music; 
Shai-Ann Tyson as 
Most Promising; Khaela 
Hanley for Courage to 
Overcome; and Khadijah 
Egen for School Pride.  

Remarkable Teens

25 young people 
hailed for their  

accomplishments
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By Monique Washington 

After pledging to deliver 
a brand new police station 
in Newcastle, the repre-
sentative of St. James, 
Hon Alexis Jeffers, along 
with the Premier of Nevis, 
Hon. Mark Brantley, 
Prime Minister, the Hon. 
Dr. Timothy Harris and 
the Deputy Governor-
General, Hon. Hyleta 
Liburd, on Thursday, 
sealed delivery of that 
commitment with the cer-
emonial cutting of the rib-
bon, signalling the official 
opening of the station.

Also present at the 
unveiling of the new 
structure were mem-
bers of the Nevis Island 
Administration Cabinet, 
Permanent Secretaries 

within the NIA, Former 
Premier, Hon. Vance 
Amory, Leader of 
the Opposition Nevis 
Reformation Party, Janice 
Daniel-Hodge, and other 
well-wishers.

Construction of the 
Newcastle Police Station 
and Fire Station began 
in December 2017. The 
completed building is 
9009 square feet. The 
police station consists 
of a Corporal’s of-
fice, Inspector’s of-
fice, Sergeant’s office, 
Secretary’s office, lobby, 
lunchroom, interroga-
tion room, recreation 
room, processing room, 
two holding cells, three 
bathrooms and one hand-
icapped-accessible bath-
room, four-vehicle space 

garage, living quarters, a 
dining area and deck.

The Police Station was 
constructed by Jasper 
Stapleton, the project’s 
general contractor; 
along with subcontrac-
tors Lawrence Brandy 
(electrical) and Theo 
Wallace (plumbing). 
Steady Pemberton was 
the Project Manager

Premier Brantley lauded 
Minister Jeffers for ex-
ecuting a project that he 
planned for, but initially 
had no money.

“Honourable Jeffers had 
his plans drawn up, but did 
not know where the mon-
ey was coming from. But 
he knew he would have 
completed this building. 

He started with $50,000 
from Nevis Housing and 
Land Development. We 
borrowed moneys from 
First Caribbean, and re-
ceived some from the 
Federal Government. 
The last figure I saw with 
the amount of money 
we have spent thus far is 
$5,542,910.72.” 

Brantley noted that at the 
end of 2020 “we needed 
some good news.”

“We needed the people to 
have a little success story, 
and this building in my 
view is a success story for 
the people of Nevis,” he 
said 

Representative Jeffers, in 

delivering his remarks, 
said that it was a momen-
tous and proud moment 
for the people of Nevis

“Today is a historic day 
for us. Today bears testi-
mony to the fact that we 
as an administration here 
on the island of Nevis, are 
charged with the respon-
sibility of carrying out the 
mandate of looking after 
the affairs of everyone on 
Nevis, including our secu-
rity forces, police and fire 
officers. This morning’s 
proceeding is one that I 
am personally proud of.”

 

Jeffers said that he had 
committed to take the 
police out of the deplor-
able conditions they were 

living and working in, and 
to put them in more com-
fortable surroundings.

“I committed to the po-
lice that were housed in 
the old police station that 
I would enhance or im-
prove their living condi-
tion, by providing them 
with a brand new police 
station. This was not an 
easy project to undertake. 
It had its challenges from 
day one until today. We 
had our challenges, but 
despite our challenges, 
we are here today to cel-
ebrate a momentous occa-
sion,” he said

“I am extremely proud, 
because we would have 
achieved this project 
against all odds.”

Newcastle  Police  Station…
Commitment  made.  Commitment  delivered! 

New Castle police station
Prime Minister on Second 
floor of new police station

The cutting of the ribbon Holding cell Contractor Jasper Stapleton

Former premier Hon 
Vance Amory

Well wisher  
Cassandra Jeffers

Hon Jeffers coming down 
from the lookout
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By Monique Washington

Caldre Chapman of 
Gingerland, Nevis, 
has been awarded over 
EC$80,000 in damages, 
after he won a wrong-
ful arrest suit against the 
State.

Chapman’s case was 
against the Attorney 
General of Saint 
Christopher and Nevis, 
who was represented 
by Eshe Hendrickson-
Johnson. Chapman was 
represented by Sherry-
Ann Liburd-Charles. The 
case was heard before His 
Lordship Justice Ermin 
Moise.

The suit derived after 
Chapman was taken into 
police custody in April 
2017 for suspicion of 
having guns and ammu-
nition. He was detained 
for seven days before the 
police officially charged 
him for firearm posses-
sion and smuggling of a 
firearm and ammunition. 
Chapman was remanded 
before later receiving bail.

According to the court 
document, in February 
2018, Chapman was pres-
ent at the Charlestown 

Magistrate’s Court, where 
the charges were with-
drawn by the prosecutor 
for “lack of evidence”. 
Certain items includ-
ing his cellphones were 
returned to him, but he 
did not recover his gold 
chains and silver bracelet 
from the police – items 
that were taken on the 
night of his arrest. 

Chapman noted in his suit 
that his reputation had 
been ruined as a result of 
the publicity which was 
derived from the charges 
levelled against him. 

“He provided evidence of 
the charges being broad-
cast on social media and 
the internet.  He stated 
that he was thereafter per-
ceived as a gunman, and 
that persons were look-
ing and pointing at him. 
He felt emotionally trau-
matized,” the document 
reads.

To support his suit, 
Chapman said that he had 
been able to find employ-
ment as a bus driver after 
the charges were dropped, 
but was eventually fired 
after numerous ‘stop and 
search’ by the police, 
caused the owner of the 

mini-bus to release him 
from his employment. 

He claimed that the charge 
has also made it impos-
sible for him to return to 
the farming program in 
Canada.  

Justice Moise said that he 
found that not only was 
Chapman’s arrest unlaw-
ful, but his ‘continued 
detention for 7 days was 
also unlawful and not for 
reasonable and probable 
cause.  He is therefore 
entitled to damages as a 
result of this infringement 
of his liberty and the con-
ditions he had to endure 
during this time.”

He was awarded 
$31,000.00 in damages 
for loss of earnings, and is 
entitled to restitution of his 
jewellery and other items 
taken from him at the time 
of his arrest and deten-
tion.  If his gold chain is 
not returned to him within 
21 days from the date of 
the order, he is to be paid 
damages of $5,000.00. 
He will also receive 
$23,600.00 in general 
damages for wrongful ar-
rest and $30,000.00 in ag-
gravated damages. 

Gingerland man awarded over 
$80,000 in wrongful arrest suit
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 HPU duly  
recognizes 

those  
affected by HIV

“I encourage one and all to continue to stand with 
 us in the elimination of HIV/AIDS,’ the Programme 

Coordinator said.

By Monique Washington

The Health Promotion 
Unit (HPU) in collabo-
ration with the Ministry 
of Health, on Monday, 
erected a five-foot HIV/
AIDS ribbon, along with 
18 stars that symbolize 
the 18 persons in Nevis 
that have passed away 
due to the disease.

World AIDS Day is 
observed on the 1st of 
December every year. 
The theme for 2020, is 
‘Global Solidarity, Shared 
Responsibility’. The day 
was first celebrated in 
1988 to bring awareness 

to HIV (human immuno-
deficiency virus) as well 
as to commemorate those 
affected by the disease.

Staff of the HPU and the 
Ministry of Health, who 
were all dressed in red, 
gathered at the bottom of 
the bypass road to reveal 
the Ribbon.

Assistant Permanent 
Secretary in the Ministry 
of Health, Latoya Jeffers, 
in her brief remarks, said 
that the sign and stars 
were erected in honour of 
those that have been af-
fected by the disease, and 
those that have  died from 
“this dreadful disease”. 

“I want to urge you the 
public to lime respon-
sibly. This is our civic 
duty,” Jeffers said.

After the sign was re-
vealed, the staff and other 
individuals travelled to 
Chrishi Beach at Cades 
Bay. There, the individu-
als formed a human HIV/
AIDS ribbon on the sand. 
Junior Minister of Health, 
Hon. Hazel Brandy 
-Williams also took part 
in the day’s activity.

Nadine Carty-Caines, 
Programme Coordinator 
of the HIV Unit in the 
HPU, noted that every 

year, Nevis joins the 
world in recognizing 
World AIDS Day.

“On December 1 we 
come together as a com-
munity to bring awareness 
about HIV and AIDS. We 
formed a human ribbon in 
solidarity with the aware-
ness activity that has been 
happening for many years 
now. We speak on the best 
prevention methods. We 
also speak about treat-
ment and care. We also 
encourage persons to take 
these diseases seriously, 
and to encourage every-
one to be responsible and 
to honour those that have 
left us because of this 
disease. We also remind 

persons to think about 
their brothers and sisters 
who are currently living 
with HIV and need our 
support,” she said.

Carty–Caines said that 
the HPU stands with the 
world in trying to end 
HIV/AIDS, and has ini-
tiated several activities, 
inclusive of outreaches, 
testing and promotions. 

“I encourage one and all to 
continue to stand with us 
in the elimination of HIV/
AIDS,’ the Programme 
Coordinator said.

Federally 

Minister of Health, Hon. 
Akilah Byron Nisbett said 
although worldwide there 
has been significant prog-
ress in the management 
and containment of HIV, 
the condition remains a 
major public issue 

“The theme reminds us 
that individuals, families, 
organizations and coun-
tries must come together 
in solidarity to mitigate 
against HIV and AIDS.”

She said in St. Kitts and 
Nevis over the period 
1984 to October 2020, 
458 new cases for HIV 
were reported, with 145 
deaths, and between 2015 
and October 2020, there 

were 81 new cases, of 
which 56.6% are male 
and a “startling” 42% are 
under 30 years. 

Byron-Nisbett said the 
Federation have made 
significant progress in 
reducing the incidence of 

AIDS and its deaths. 

“In 2017, six CARPHA 
states including St. Kitts 
and Nevis, were certi-
fied by the World Health 
Organization for having 

eliminated mother to 
child transmission of HIV 
and congenital syphilis. 
We must exert intense 
efforts to maintain this 
status, and create positive 
life outcomes for future 
generations of children 
born to infected mothers.”



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday December 4th, 2020 NewSPage:12 NewsPage:12

A strong CBI Programme aims to:

• Create job opportunities
• Upgrade the interior airport terminal building
• Complete the construction of the Old Road Bay realignment project
• Install a new runway and lighting at the RLB International Airport
• Construct more hotels
• Construct better roads
• Construct the bus terminals
• Complete the second cruise pier

CoNCEPt to
CrEatioN

ST KITTS-NEVIS CITIZENSHIP BY INVESTMENT PROGRAMME

Prosperity for our country, a bright future for our people. ciu.gov.kn
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Richard Lupinacci (NHCS) Janet Maloney ( St Thomas Improvement 
club) Jennifer Lowery (NHCS)

Pond at Cotton Ground  
to be rehabilitated

By Monique Washington 

A group of individu-
als from the St. Thomas 
Parish, with assistance 
from the Nevis Historical 
and Conservation Society, 
is undertaking the reha-
bilitation of the pond at 
Cotton Ground, by re-
moving the invasive grass 
to bring it back to how it 
once was.

“The St Thomas improve-
ment group has come 
together to assist with the 
restoration of the Cotton 
Ground Pond,” mem-
ber of the group Janet 
Maloney said.

The Observer visited the 
site on Wednesday, and 
spoke with Maloney, who 
noted that the pond was 
once referred to as “an 
oasis.” 

“It was very resource-
ful. It provided water 
for domestic uses for St. 

Thomas’ residents. People 
used to use the water for 
washing their clothes, 
washing their dishes, 
cleaning their house and 
bathing. Those were the 
days when the water sys-
tem was not as developed 

as it is now. Water was 
scarce,” she said.

Maloney pointed out that 
the pond could be credit-
ed for teaching the young 
men in the village how to 
swim, and also as a source 
of food.

“It was also used to pro-
vide food, because we had 
a fish that we called “pan 
bass” that people used to 
come and fetch it. It was 
the habitat for crabs, so 
people used to come here 
and catch the crab and sell 

their crab. It was very re-
sourceful,” she said. 

She said that over time 
the pond began to lose 
its beauty, shrink in size, 
and an invasive species 
of grass began to grow, 
which “totally took over 
the pond”. 

Maloney thanked the 
Nevis Historical and 
Conservation Society for 
assisting in the project.

 “They are doing the 
feasibility study, where 
they would be able to 

know what is happening 
with the pond in terms of 
what remediation work 
we need to do for the 
pond to be restored. We 
are planning on writing a 
project. We have already 
contacted GEF (Global 
Environment Facility) to 
see if we can get funding,” 

she said. 

The Observer also spoke 
with Jennifer Lowery, of 
the Nevis Historical and 
Conservation Society, 
who said that they came 
on board after they were 
approached by people in 
the community who were 
concerned about how the 
pond looked and what 
was happening.

She noted that they were 
able to receive fund-
ing from the Integrating 
Water, Land and 
Ecosystems Management 
in the Caribbean Small 
Island Developing States 
(IWEco Project). She said 
that the total funding that 
they have received thus 
far is about US$8000, but 
several volunteers have 
come on board.

She highlighted the im-
portance of the pond, and 
revealed the native trees 
that will be replanted.

“The pond has a lot of 
significance to the com-
munity. These people 
knew it in their childhood. 
Thirty to forty years ago 
this pond was much big-
ger, the beach was much 
further out. The coastline 
has come in. We plan on 
replanting coconut trees; 
bringing back native spe-
cies that have died out,” 
she said.

 Example of plants that 
will be replanted are 
swamp fern, mangroves 
and sea grape. 

“The invasive grass was 
killing the eco-life,” 
Lowery said.

She added that she hopes 
that funding will come in, 
and persons will be hired 
to keep the pond clean. 

“We are just putting back 
the pond the way it used 
to be.”

“It was also used to provide food, because we 
had a fish that we called “pan bass” that people 
used to come and fetch it. It was the habitat for 
crabs, so people used to come here and catch 

the crab and sell their crab.  
It was very resourceful,” 

Working being done at pond in Cotton Ground

Working being done at pond in Cotton Ground
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Image courtesy of Lugano Tourism Authority

WHErE PalM trEES GroW iN a FiNGEr 
oF SWitZErlaND

TRAVEL: by Eric Mackenzie Lamb

Sandwiched between 
Italy’s northern bor-
ders and the mountain-
ous Swiss region of 
Graubunden, the Kanton 
(district) of Ticino is un-
like any other part of 
Switzerland.  For one, it’s 
the only area in the coun-
try where Italian is used 
as a common language 
by the vast majority of 
its inhabitants. It also has 
its own unique climate 
and is often referred to 
as the Mediterranean in 
the Alps. In fact, Ticino 
has more sunny days 
per year than anywhere 
else in Switzerland. So 
much so that many visi-
tors from the country’s 
German-speaking ar-
eas even have a special 
name for it: sonnenstube, 
which translates to sun 
porch. So it’s no surprise 
that Ticino is the chosen 
destination for hundreds 
of thousands of visitors, 
both Swiss and interna-
tional, as well as some of 
the world’s wealthy elite, 
many of whom have 
luxurious second homes 
overlooking the crystal-
clear lakes of Maggiore 
and Lugano. And there’s 
no shortage of four and 

five star luxury hotels, as 
well as restaurants. The 
area is also renowned 
for its UNESCO World 
Heritage sites which 
include spectacular me-
dieval castles and de-
fensive fortifications in 
Bellinzona, the Kanton’s 
capital. And that’s with-
out mentioning Morcote, 
voted as one of the ten 
most beautiful villages  
in Switzerland.

But Ticino wasn’t always 
as busy and prosperous as 
it is today. In fact, until the 
opening of the Gotthard 
Railway in 1882, which 
finally enabled tourists 
from the country’s north 
to cross the Alps with 
relative ease, Ticino was 
the poorest region in 
Switzerland. Its main-
stay was farming and 
fishing. However, this 
wasn’t enough to support 

its population, many of 
whom relocated to Italy, 
with some families even 
moving as far away as 
Australia. The real break-
through (literally) was 
the completion in 1980 
of the Gotthard road tun-
nel which finally enabled 
travelers from Northern 
Europe to access Ticino 
by car or bus.

According to histori-
cal records, Ticino was 
originally settled by 
the Lepontii, a Celtic 
tribe, and was part of 

the Roman Empire. 
Switzerland itself came 
into existence in 1291 
as an alliance of small 
Kantons. Over the fol-
lowing centuries, it was 
joined by other regions 
which, together, became 
part of today’s Swiss 
Confederation. In the late 
15th century, Ticino was 
the last to break away 
from its Roman masters 
and join, but only  after 
suffering through hun-
dreds of years of feuding 
and warfare between the 
Lords of Como and the 
Dukes of Milan over its 
territory. Even after gain-
ing its independence from 
its southern neighbour, 

life in Ticino was still 
difficult. Many of its iso-
lated settlements had no 
electricity until the early 
1900’s. Essential food, 
like meat and cheese, as 
well as locally produced 
wine, had to be stored 
inside grottos and caves, 
where temperatures were 
cooler. (The same grottos 
now serve as popular res-
taurants and snack bars 
catering to both locals 
and tourists). 

Today, Ticino’s troubled 
past is hard to imagine. 
The city of Lugano is 
the third largest financial 

The village of Morcote. Image by the author.



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday December 4th, 2020NewS Page:15TRAVEL

Image by the author.

center in Switzerland, 
after Zürich and Geneva. 
One of its main thor-
oughfares, Via Nassa, 
is known as the Fashion 
Valley due to the abun-
dance  of luxury stores, 
which include world 
renowned brands like 
Hugo Boss, Gucci, 

Louis Vuitton, the VF 
Corporation, and many 
others. Lugano is also 
home to one of the 

world’s largest gold re-
fineries, whose specialty 
is the manufacturing of 
gold bars which end up 
in banks and private in-
stitutions from New York 
to Beijing. There’s also 
an annual Film Festival 
in Lugano, as well as 
the Moon and Stars live 

musical event in nearby 
Locarno featuring inter-
national stars like James 
Blunt and Lionel Ritchie. 

And when it comes to 
accommodations, there’s 
something for everyone, 
from five star hotels to 
Air B&Bs.

Nor has the beauty of 
nature been overlooked. 

Nearby, on the islands 
of Brissago on Lake 
Maggiore, you’ll find a 
spectacular botanical gar-
den with over 1,600 dif-
ferent plant species from 
five continents. And it’s 
easily accessible by lake 
cruiser, chartered yacht, 
or rented sailboat or din-
ghy.  For hikers, there are 
dozens of trails, all offer-
ing spectacular views of 
lakes, forests, and snow-
capped mountains. All in 
a single glance.

And palm trees? Plenty 
of those. 

Sorry, no Caribbean co-
conuts. At least, not yet. 
But, with global warm-
ing, we may see them 
soon.View of Lake Lugano from the balcony of the 

Villa Principe Leopoldo. (Image by the author).

The Villa Principe Leopoldo, once a private castle, now one of Lugano’s 
Five Star luxury hotels. (Image by the author).
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Some of the action from the third round of the Super Six playoffs 

Village, Cayon lead as  
Super Six ramps up

By Loshaun Dixon

The inaugural St. Kitts 
and Nevis Football 
Association Super Six 
Playoffs kicked into high 
gear in the second and 
third round of games with 
goals galore, upsets and 
dramatic collapses.

In the first round of 
games, all three encoun-
ters finished in 0-0 draws, 
but on Saturday the tide 
changed when the sixth 
seed HE Garden Hotspurs 
had a quick start, taking a 
2-nil lead over the third-
seeded Sol Island Auto 
Conaree, thanks to a goal 
from Everette Ritchen 
in the 3rd minute and 
Diandra Challenger’s 8th 
minute strike. 

However, after taking the 
lead, they seemed happy 
to sit back and allow pres-
sure from Conaree, who 
eventually dominated 
the remainder of the first 
half, and were eventu-
ally rewarded with a goal 
through a header from 
Jazzil Francis in the 36th 
minute. Although the 
second half followed in 
a similar vein, Conaree 
could not find the equalis-
ing goal, thanks to superb 
keeping from Brendan 
Tuckett in goal for Spurs, 
who held on to win 2-1.

In the second game, 
fourth-seeded Flow 4g 
Cayon Rockets recorded 
the second upset of the 
night, defeating second-
seeded SL Hosfords 
St. Pauls 3-1. Vinceroy 

Nelson was the star man 
for Cayon, recording two 
goals and an assist, as he 
led the team to a big vic-
tory. Scoring for St. Pauls 
was Keithroy Freeman, 
who tucked away a 
penalty.

On Sunday, in the final 
game of that round, top-
seeded Rams Village 
Superstars smacked St. 
Peters 3-nil in a one-sided 
encounter. Goals from 
Lawrence Jeffers, Austin 
Henry and Kimaree 
Rogers were enough to 
hand Village the easy vic-
tory, and moved them to 
the top of the Super Six 
standings.

In the third round that 
started Tuesday, top scor-
er in the league Keithroy 
Freeman scored two goals 
and provided an assist in 
a 3-0 demolition job on 
Conaree. Freeman struck 
in the 36th and 60th min-
ute, while Mahlik Clarke 
scored in the 40th minute. 

St. Pauls had to play the 
entire second half with 
10 men, after Jovaughn 
Leader was sent off for 
a bad tackle in the 45th 
minute. They coped 
well in the second half, 
however, and managed 
to keep a clean sheet. 
Freeman won the Man of 
the Match Award. 

Manager of the St. Pauls 
team, Derionne Edmeade, 
said the win was a result 
of the urgency with which 
his team played, know-
ing the importance of the 

match.

“We came into this game 
with our back against the 
wall...The guys came in 
ready to play, and I am not 
surprised with the result 
tonight.” 

He commended play-
ers like Jamal Jeffers, 
the goalkeeper, who was 
injured in the previous 
match, and came back 
and played well.

Wednesday evening saw 
the most exciting game 
of the playoffs - between 
St. Peters and Spurs. 
Kirkland Harris opened 
the scoring to give St. 
Peters the lead on 18 min-
utes. Spurs then fought 
back to equalize through 
a free-kick from Dajal 
Kelly in the 32nd minute. 

In the second half, St. 
Peters found themselves 
ahead again through 
Elandre Govia’s 51st min-
ute strike. Spurs quickly 
put themselves ahead 
with a rapid double salvo 
from Steven Archibald 
and Diondre Challenger, 
who struck in the 58th and 
59th minute respectively. 

When it seemed like 
Spurs were heading for 
victory St. Peters kept 
their hopes alive, first 
with a strike from Tyquan 
Terrell in the 88th minute. 
Following Terrell’s’ goal, 
many at Warner Park felt 
that the game would finish 
as a 3-3 draw, but this was 
not to be. St. Peters again 
found the back of the net 

via Oszani Purcell’s shot 
in the 90th minute to 
complete a dramatic turn-
around and their first win 
of the playoffs.

In the second game on 
Wednesday, Village 
Superstars and Cayon 

Rockets played out a nil-
nil draw, in a game that 
featured Village being 
foiled by poor finishing 
and a goal-line save for 
Cayon.

At the end of three rounds 
of action in the Super Six, 

Village sits top with five 
points - tied with Cayon, 
but with a better goal 
difference. St. Pauls sits 
ahead of Spurs and St. 
Peters on goal difference, 
with all three tied on four 
points. Conaree are at the 
bottom on one point.
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Everson W. Hull 
Ph.D. 

By 

Everson W. Hull Ph.D.

On June 5th, 2020, the 
People of St. Kitts and 
Nevis will go to the polls 
to render their judgment 
as to who would lead the 
Nation for the next five 
years.  They will exercise 
their fundamental right 
to be “Free to Choose” 
who best serves their in-
terests.  Many will make 
their decisions based 
on pocketbook issues 
that affect their ability 
to feed and clothe their 
families and pay their 
mortgage or rental rates 
on time.  Professionally 
trained in the discipline of 
Econometrics, I consider 
it my duty to report to the 
Nation that, “The State of 
the Union is Good.”  To 
this end, a comparative 
appraisal of the perfor-
mance scorecard of St. 
Kitts and Nevis relative 
to its 34-member peers 
in the OAS Western 
Hemispheric region is 
instructive. 

It is with enormous pride 
that I report that St. Kitts 
and Nevis, the smallest 
independent state in the 
Western Hemisphere, 
stands close to the Head 
of the class and ranks 
third in GDP per capita.  
Setting aside the USA 
and Canada, which are 
not in our peer group, 
the World Bank reports 
that in 2018, only the 
Bahamas (US$32,088) 
and Trinidad and Tobago 
(US$32,015) had a higher 
level for GDP per capita 
than St. Kitts and Nevis 
(US$30,208).  Put differ-
ently, St. Kitts and Nevis, 
in pursuit of its announced 
“Prosperity Agenda” 
stands tall among the 
vast majority of coun-
tries in South America 
and Central America and 
the Caribbean in provid-
ing for the welfare of its 
people.

The performance record 
is substantially influ-
enced by discretionary 
fiscal policies that have 
shunned punitive taxes, 

creating a business envi-
ronment that fosters an 
inflow of revenues that 
support household and 
business expenditures, 
the two dominant pillars 
on which our economy 
stands.  The eight years of 
punitive and largely con-
tractionary US fiscal poli-
cies stunted the growth of 
the U.S. economy, con-
straining its growth to 1.6 
percent per annum, the 
lowest of any presidential 
term of the last 66 years.  
This contractionary U.S. 
policy has been replaced 
by an expansionary fiscal 
policy of non-punitive tax 
cuts and reduced levels of 
burdensome government 
regulations.    

The resultant effects have 
been extraordinary.  The 
pre-pandemic benefits 
are revealed in an all-time 
record low rate of unem-
ployment in the U.S. of 
4.0 percent, the lowest 
rate recorded in 66 years 
with all minority groups 
of Blacks and Hispanics 
reporting the lowest rates 
of unemployment ever 
recorded for these cohort 
groups.

In response, US dispos-
able income and, in turn, 
household and business 
expenditures which com-
bined to account for 85 
percent of the U.S. econo-
my in 2019, do what they 
have always done when 
they receive a windfall 
gain in income.  They 
either spend it, save it, or 
give it away in the form of 
charitable donations.  We 
in St. Kitts and Nevis are 
the direct beneficiaries of 
increased U.S. spending 
on leisure travel. 

The Eastern Caribbean 
Central Bank reports that 
the number of visitors to 
St. Kitts and Nevis soared 
to 1.3 million in 2018.  
There was a record num-
ber of stay-over visitors 
with the vast majority 
coming from the USA, 
as households seek op-
portunities for unloading 
their surplus tax-induced 
windfall gains in in-
come and wealth.  These 

developments in the tour-
ism sector augur well for 
the future. The revenues 
generated by tourism 
are complemented by a 
strong export sector that 
is breaking new records 
each year. The World 
Bank reports that in 
2018, per capita exports 
for St. Kitts and Nevis 
were roughly tied with 
those of the Bahamas at 
(US$11,541).  It is the 
highest per capita level 
of exports ever-recorded 
among all 14 CARICOM 
member states; and dem-
onstrates the potential for 
our small island develop-
ing state to diversify its 
economy as it remains 
under threat from a num-
ber of very damaging ex-
ogenous forces.

The combined effect 
of these expansionary 
income flows coupled 
with the best year ever 
recorded for our citizens 
by investment program 
have resulted in a current 
account budget surplus of 
EC$306 million in 2018.  
To its enormous credit the 
government, fully cogni-
zant of the ever-present 
threats from the annual 
hurricanes et al to which 
our small island state is 
exposed, managed its sur-
plus with enormous care.  
Because of its prudent 
fiscal management, the 
Government found itself 
in the enviable position 
of not having to reach 
out for assistance from 
the IMF et al for aiding 
workers who have been 
displaced because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

By imposing a 24-hour 
lock down, termination 
of access to air flights and 
cruise ships and the very 
early daily appeals to the 
masses of the importance 
of taking deliberate steps 
to contain the virus have 
all  proven to be a huge 
success. And, the world 
is coming to understand 
that although we may be 
small in size, but there are 
important lessons that we 
have learned regarding 
reducing our once record 
high and unconscionable 

public debt and living 
within our means.  

Notwithstanding these 
achievements, there re-
mains one troubling area 
that warrants attention.  
Our import bill consti-
tutes a substantial share 
of the nation’s gross 
domestic product. It is 
a negative number that 
serves as a deadweight 
loss that drags the system 
down.  We may not be 
able to do much about our 
imports of manufactured 
products; but we can do a 
great-great deal about our 
imports of food products.  
Every dollar that does 
not leave the country for 
imports of food products, 
if replaced by increased 
DOMESTIC produc-
tion and expenditures for 
food-related products has 
the desirable effect of 
increasing our GROSS 

DOMESTIC PRODUCT, 
with the potential for fur-
ther expanding the lead 
that the Nation now en-
joys in per capita GDP, 
relative to our peers in the 
region.

 

The outlook for St. Kitts 
and Nevis is inextricably 
linked to the outlook for 
the USA, our largest trad-
ing partner. The stimulus 
that has been injected 
into the US economy is 
unprecedented in magni-
tude and scope.  Trillions 
of dollars of fiscal stimuli 
have been injected to miti-
gate the harmful econom-
ic effects of COVID-19.  
Additionally, the mag-
nitude and scope of the 
monetary stimulus pro-
vided by the independent 
Federal Reserve has driv-
en the discount rate down 

to near zero percent (0.25 
percent), together with the 
trillions of dollars (M2) 
with which the Federal 
Reserve has flooded the 
U.S. economy. The mag-
nitude and scope of this 
joint stimulus has never 
happened before in the 
U.S. 

No one of sound mind 
hides his or her money in 
a mattress. This monetary 
largesse will be spent. 
And, to the extent that it 
is spent, will have a sig-
nificant effect on creat-
ing jobs, recalling those 
who have been displaced, 
increasing employment, 
and driving down rates 
of un-employment.   And, 
because of our close ties 
with the U.S, we in St. 
Kitts and will receive a 
heathy share of the ben-
efits, as was the case in 
2018 and 2019.

THE ST. KITTS AND NEVIS ECONOMY –  
A RECORD OF OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENTS
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ROYAL SOLAR ENERGY IS LOOKING FOR A  SOLAR 
INSTALLATION TECHNICIAN TO JOIN OUR TEAM.

QUALIFICATIONS:
-EDUCATION/CERTIFICATION IN SOLAR PANEL INSTALLATIONS
-VALID DRIVER’S LICENSE

EXPERIENCE:
RESIDENTIARESIDENTIAL SOLAR INSTALLATION EXPERIENCE RECOMMENDED
ELECTRICAL EXPERIENCE STRONGLY RECOMMENDED

SCOPE OF WORK:
-CLEARLY COMMUNICATE START TIMES WITH THE CREW.
ATTENDS SAFETY MEETINGS DAILY, BEFORE ANY WORK IF PERFORMED ON 
SITE.
INSINSTALLS RACKING SYSTEM PER MANUFACTURER'S SPECIFICATIONS AND 
SOLAR PLANS ON DIFFERENT ROOF TYPES.
INSTALLS DC AND AC EQUIPMENT PER PLANS AND LOCAL CODES
-COMMISSIONS PV SYSTEMS SAFELY
-TESTS SYSTEM COMPONENTS WHILE THE SYSTEM IS OPERATIONAL. 
REPORT ALL FINDINGS/ISSUES TO THE PROJECT MANAGER
-ASSISTS IN SYSTEM DESIGNS-ASSISTS IN SYSTEM DESIGNS AND PROCUREMENT FOR RESIDENTIAL SYS-
TEMS

SPECIAL KNOWLEDGE/SKILLS
-KNOWLEDGE OF LOCAL ELECTRICAL CODES
-KNOWLEDGE OF RESIDENTIAL PV DESIGN AND COMPONENTS
-KNOWLEDGE OF BASIC TRADES: ROOFING, CARPENTRY, PLUMBING, AND 
METAL FRAMING
-ABILITY TO READ AND UNDERSTAND BLUEPRINTS, WIRING SCHEMATICS, 
AND ELECTRICAL INSTRUCTIONS
-ABILITY TO MAKE FIELD CHANGES AND COMMUNICATE WITH PROJECT MAN-
AGER
-ABILITY TO TEST VOLTAGES FROM 120 - 240 / 490 VOLTS
-ABILITY TO RECEIVE AND DISTRIBUTE INSTRUCTIONS
-ABILITY TO COMMUNICATE PROBLEMS TO PROJECT MANAGER
-ABILITY TO DRIVE A TRUCK SAFELY

JOB TYPE: FULL-TIME
PLEASE SEND ALL RESUMES TO INFO@ROYALSOLARENERGY.ORG
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In the years between elec-
tions, the electoral office 
produces 26 lists, but in 
an election year it produc-
es 28. This year, the elec-
toral office is on track, 
we have produced and 
published 24 lists; four 
more will be produced to 
complete the year.

Each month, the office 
produces a Monthly List 
(ML) and a Revised 
Monthly List (RML).  
The ML is the list of all 
persons who enrolled for 
that month and is pro-
duced by the 15th of the 
month following. Thus, 
those who enrolled in 
January will be produced 
on a list in mid February. 
The people on that list are 
subject to objection by 
other registered voters. 

The RML is the list of 
persons who previously 
enrolled and who were 
subject to public scrutiny 
for a month. It contains 
the names of persons who 
had enrolled two months 
prior.  This list is to be 
published between the 
15th and end of the ap-
propriate month. So those 
who enrolled in January 
who passed public scruti-
ny would appear on a list 
published any time after 
mid-March. 

In January 2020, an 
Annual Register of 
Voters (ARV) was also 
produced. It contained 
the names of ALL the 
persons who had enrolled 

and been confirmed – or 
activated to vote - up to 
the end of November 
2019. The law requires 
that this list be issued 
by January 31st of each 
year.  So the list that was 
produced in 2020 con-
tained everyone who had 
registered years ago as 
well as those who reg-
istered from December 
2018 up to November 
2019.  Each and every 
name on that list is again 
subject to inspection and 
objection, and each ob-
jection must be pursued 
and processed.  After 
this processing is done, a 
Revised Annual Register 
of Voters (RARV) is pub-
lished.  This year, it was 
published on September 
30th. 

Meanwhile, an election 
was called that required a 
list of its own, the Voters 
List (VL).  This was pro-
duced on 22nd May.  This 
list, by law, contained all 
the names on the ARV 
that was produced in 
January plus the names on 
the RML for December 
2019, January, February 
and March 2020. Persons 
who enrolled from April 
onwards could not have 
been included as they had 
not yet been fully pro-
cessed, and the process-
ing period ends on the 
15th of the month.

To accompany the VL, 
a Voter Verification List, 
VVL, also known as a 
picture list is produced, 

but its distribution is 
restricted by law to the 
Presiding Officer and the 
Agent of each candidate.  

This VL and the VVL are 
issued by constituency. It 
is further divided into one 
per polling station. Each 
polling station would 
have one posted on the 
outside and the Electoral 
Officials would have the 
other. 

An astute and enraged 
member of the public en-
quired how her name did 
not appear on the ARV of 
January nor the RARV 
produced in September 
although she registered 
in December 2019 and 
her name appeared on 
the VL used on June 5th.  
She demanded to know 
who removed her name.  
We welcome this level of 
scrutiny, but thankfully, 
this only happens every 5 
years or so.

Her vote was not illegal 
and her name was never 
removed.  Her registra-
tion, having occurred 
in December 2019 will 
appear on the Annual 
Register of Voters that 
will be produced in 
January 2021. 

There would be many 
such persons, none of 
whom have anything to 
fear.  This is simply part 
of the process to ensure 
one person gets one vote 
in the right place so that 
there is fairness to all. 

From the  
Supervisor of 

Elections
Vol II Issue 3: 

lists



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday December 4th, 2020Page:24


