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By Monique Washington

One hundred families 
on Nevis will be gifted 
with food and other sup-
plies that have been do-
nated by caring citizens, 
through the Department 
of Community 
Development (DCD) 
Christmas initiative.

Director of the DCD, 
Janet Maloney, had made 

a public plea to Nevisians 
to help those persons who 
would have been, and are 
still being impacted by 
COVID-19.

The initiative is aimed to 
make Christmas brighter 
for those in need.

“We are encouraging 
you to be a part of this 
giving back to your own 
community. We know 
that there are people in 
our community that have 
been impacted by COVID 
-19. Some persons have 
lost their jobs, they have 

financial commitments.

“I know when things are 
happening overseas; for 
example, some country 
overseas being impacted 
by a hurricane, Nevisians 
come together and they 
help, and that is good, but 
I want you all to now give 
back to yourself, by giv-
ing back to your brothers 
and sisters who live on 
this island; to make their 

Christmas brighter and 
cheery to know that we 
care,” she said. 

On Tuesday, The 
Observer contacted 
Director Maloney, who 
said that they are well on 
target to supplying 100 
families with the gift. 

“We already started to 
distribute. We wanted 
persons to have the items 
before Christmas. Our 
aim is 100 persons, and 
we are well on the way,” 
she said.

She noted, however, that 
persons who wish to con-
tribute after Christmas 
can still do so. Food items, 
cleaning supplies and toi-
letries  are widely accept-
ed, and can be dropped 
off at the Department 
of Community 
Development in 
Charlestown . 

The Nevis Air and Sea 
Ports Authority (NASPA) 

had a similar exercise 
on Monday, when they 
recognised four street 
cleaners at the Ministry of 
Health. Donald Browne, 
Raoul Archibald, Joseph 
Prince and Lester Nisbett 
were awarded at a cer-
emony at the Charlestown 
Sea Port, as part of 
NASPA’s annual commu-
nity outreach programme. 
They were each presented 
with a certificate of ap-
preciation and a gift bas-
ket for their contribution 
to keeping Charlestown 
clean. 

“We already started to distribute. 
We wanted persons to have the 

items before Christmas”. 

LOCAL NEWS

100 families in  
Nevis to benefit 

from Community 
Development  

initiative
Janet Maloney, Director of Community Development.  

Department leads charge in giving back to the community 
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Minister of Environment, the Honourable Eric Evelyn.

Hon. Evelyn 
warns, illegal 

dumping,  
littering are  

illegal: damage 
the environment

BASSETERRE, St. Kitts 
— It is illegal to dump 
waste outside of an offi-
cial waste station, as well 
as litter the streets and 
other surrounding areas, 
because such practices 
cause great environmental 
issues and harm to human 
health. In light of this, 
Minister of Environment, 
the Honourable Eric 
Evelyn, issued a warning 
to anyone involved in the 

illicit acts.

Minister of Environment, 
the Honourable Eric 
Evelyn.

“We can do better. We 
need to exhibit more na-
tional pride. We need a 
change of attitude when 
it comes to littering,” 
said Hon. Evelyn during 
the Budget Debate on 
December 18. “I hope that 
in the future we can have 
our litter wardens activat-
ed and they can work to 
charge people when they 
litter.”

“People must treat gov-
ernment and public prop-
erties like their own. If 
you are not going to litter 
your home, why litter the 
streets? Why are you go-
ing to litter the beaches? 
Treat it like your own.”

Minister Evelyn cautioned 
bus drivers and encour-
aged them to encourage 
their passengers not to 
litter.

“I want to make a special 
appeal to the bus drivers,” 
said Evelyn. “When you 
have passengers, don’t let 
them throw any bottles out 
of the window. When you 
are driving on the road 
and are drinking water 
don’t just throw the bottle 
outside. Keep the bottle in 
your vehicle until you get 
home or to a garbage bin.”

He said that as a tourist 
destination, the public 
must always take pride in 
their country and ensure 
that it is kept clean at all 
times.

“We are a tourist destina-
tion,” he said. “I want the 
time to come when St. 
Kitts and Nevis can be the 
cleanest destination in the 
region and the world. If 
we want to have a healthy 
destination, we must have 
a clean destination and 
so I am making this ap-
peal now. Everything that 
we do, every decision we 
make hinges on the envi-
ronment is going to affect 

the environment whether 
positively or negatively, 
we want to live in a desti-
nation that is healthy.”

The minister added that 
the ministry will cham-
pion the cause to ensure 
that the illegal dumping 
and littering comes to an 
end. He said that in 2021, 
the ministry will con-
tinue to dialogue with key 
stakeholders and the gen-
eral public regarding the 
environment and the way 
forward.

He said that as a tourist destination, the public 
must always take pride in their country and 

ensure that it is kept clean at all times.
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Re-imagining Merry Christmas, 
EDitorial

EDITORIAL

Everybody is familiar with the expression that says the more things 
change, the more they remain the same. Well, it isn’t always true.  
The grinch of the novel Corona Virus - and all its mutations - has 
forced us into change, and almost stole Christmas 2020.  Almost, 
but not quite.  The human spirit has proved to be indomitable.  

The virus forced cancellation of our Music Festivals, of Culturama 
and our Independence celebrations as we knew them, and even our 
major sporting activities.   And until recently, it almost caused a 
cancellation of Christmas. 

Thankfully however, we have found ways this year to re-imagine 
Christmas celebrations, even as we are mandated to avoid crowds, 
and as families continue to stay apart. 

As we move around the country, we see evidence of the kindling 
of the Christmas spirit. Business places (including government 
headquarters) are gaily decorated as usual; town and village 
community squares are being decorated, and even some private  
homes are nicely lit and coloured, nativity concerts, programmes 
and scenes are playing out in the churches, and people have taken 
to caroling in public places instead of the traditional wassailing.  
We’re meeting virtually instead of physically.

Besides, preparations for the sumptuous Christmas dinner – with 
ham and turkey – are well underway. It really is beginning to look a 
lot like Christmas!

True, our Carnival celebration has changed in that some activities 
have become virtual, and other have been cancelled, notably queen 
shows and street jamming, activities that did not fully allow for 
social distancing and for which quarantine time would have proved 
costly (like the regional Talented teen show).  But others like the 
calypso show, and folklore cultural groups are prominently on 
display.  And no-one can stop you from dancing at home.

So, as we celebrate  this year, let us do so in a spirit of thankfulness 
that we have not fared as badly as others.

The Observer takes this opportunity to wish all of its subscribers 
and readers and indeed the entire Federation and beyond, a very 
Happy Christmas in spite of the times in which we find ourselves.
 
Happy Christmas everyone!
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New MPs spread Christmas cheer  
in Constituencies

By Loshaun Dixon 

With the Christmas sea-
son now upon us, we of-
ten see politicians engage 
with members of their 
constituency to spread 
Christmas cheer through-
out the communities.

The Observer caught up 
with two parliamentarians 
in St. Kitts, Jonel Powell 
and Geoffrey Hanley, 
who were at the time in-
volved in such activities.

Powell, who is a first-
time parliamentarian 
and currently represents 
the Central Basseterre 
constituency, and is the 
Minister of Youth, Sports 
and Education, spoke of 
some of the activities that 
he will be engaging in, 
highlighted by a gift dis-
tribution to children of the 
area. 

“I will be having a gift 
distribution for the chil-
dren of the constituency. 
Normally you would have 
a Christmas party, but it 
would not be in keeping 
with the protocols for us 
to do so. We thought that 
we could at least get gifts 
for the children, and do a 
distribution, where they 
will collect the gifts and a 
party bag and leave.”

He also indicated that 
he would be hosting 
a walkthrough of the 
constituency.

“I will also be doing a 
series of walkthrough 
throughout the entire 
constituency. We already 
started that to touch base 

with individuals and offer 
greetings for the season, 
and have a chat with them 
and see what is happening 
on the ground.”

He also spoke of plans to 
improve the constituency 
in 2021

“There are a number of 
projects my team and I 
are looking to start. We 
are looking at small proj-
ects that don’t require 
tremendous resources. 
Obviously, financial re-
sources are limited at this 
time.

“We are looking at a num-
ber of cleanup campaigns, 
beautification campaigns, 
for example there is a 
green space in the new 
Pine Gardens Housing 
Development that we are 
going to have cleaned and 
levelled and put in a com-
munity area there, as a 
playground, and benches 
for residents of that area. 
That is just one of a num-
ber of projects we are go-
ing to be doing.

LOOKING OUT FOR 
OUR NEIGHBOURS

Geoffrey Hanley, who 
also is a first-time parlia-
mentarian, representing 
East Basseterre, noted 
that with Christmas be-
ing a time of merriment, 
joy and sharing, the 
East Basseterre Labour 
Branch decided to host a 
series of caroling, where 
they would be going 
around to senior citizens 
and shut-ins, singing for 
them and bringing that 
joy of Christmas.

He said it has been well 
received thus far.

Hanley said they are also 
giving out Christmas 
packages to people in the 
constituency.

“These are varied; from 
foodstuff to toiletries to 
adult pampers, whatever 
are the needs our shut-ins 
would have requested. I 
am happy we were in a po-
sition to assist in this area. 
This is an initiative that I 
would have been engaged 
in for many years, so it is 
just a continuation.”

He said the package dis-
tributions became more 
significant this year fol-
lowing the plights caused 
by the pandemic.

“I recognize it is even 
more important for us 
to be looking out for our 
neighbours during this 
pandemic, in particular. 
We also had our tradi-
tional Christmas party for 
our children, where they 
came out in their numbers 
and also received their 
gifts from Santa.”

Hanley said they were 
doing a one-night bak-
ing for persons interested 
in doing fruit cakes. He 
said they were going to be 
demonstrating how tradi-
tional rum cake is made. 

On Christmas Day, he is 
expected to go around 
greeting the constituency 
and personally trying to 
deliver as many Christmas 
cards as possible.

He said 2021 will be an 

exciting year, with several 
programmes being rolled 
out.

“We would have started 
doing some training via 
Zoom, in Leadership. 
That will continue, and 
after the graduation 

period, there are many 
other opportunities that 
we would be focusing on, 
in terms of skills such as 
tiling, auto mechanics, 
and the basics of taking 
care of your vehicle.

“Also some legal clin-
ics to teach the law, but 
also what they can do to 

safeguard their future and 
protect their inheritance 
and assist in the writing of 
wills.”

He said he will be aiming 
to do more community 
outreach next year.

“Will be spreading wings 
within the constituency.”

Geoffery Hanley (R) gives git to young child



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Thursday December 24th, 2020 NewSPage:6 NewsPage:6 LOCAL NEWS

Brilliant, distinguished 
and selfless… 

renowned Urologist, Dr. 
Dwayne thwaites, is our 

‘Person of the Year’

Our person of the year is 
an illustrious and accom-
plished individual, who 
has saved and prolonged 
the lives of many in St. 
Kitts, Nevis, Tortola, 
Antigua and Barbuda, 
British Virgin Islands 
(BVI), and more than 
likely every other territo-
ry that he has set foot in. 
His itinerant practice has 
in essence afforded him 
legendary status, par-
ticularly in the Eastern 
Caribbean, where he is 
now permanently based 
and operates.

For good measure, on 
the 38th anniversary of 
Antigua’s Independence 
in 2019, he was awarded 
the Order of Merit (OM) 
for a distinguished career 
in medicine and commu-
nity service. Five years 
earlier, he received The 
Pine Apple Award for 
contribution to health 
care.

To say that he is invalu-
able would be an under-
statement. He is brilliant. 
He is unassuming. He is 
one of the special gifts 
that the Almighty blessed 
this Earth with, and we 
in the Federation can 
attest to being among 
the fortunate to have 
had him grace us with 
his presence, but more 
importantly, impart his 
knowledge and selflessly 
use his expertise to heal 
the infirm, and help those 

whom only experts can.

And yes, there was that 
time at the race track 
when a man cut his 
brother-in-law’s throat, 
and this medical genius 
went into action immedi-
ately – placing the victim 
in the front seat of a car, 
and applying the required 
pressure on the victim’s 
neck from the back seat, 
as the vehicle raced to 
Alexandra Hospital…
passing the ambulance 
on the way! Upon reach-
ing the hospital, he 
performed emergency 
surgery on the victim – 
fixing his carotid artery – 
and saved the man’s life.

The aforementioned is 
why the choice we have 
made to honour this per-
son has been one of our 
easiest to date.

A MAN ON A MISSION

The practice of medi-
cine is informed by one 
of the promises within 
the Hippocratic Oath: 
First, Do No Harm! And 
the person who we duly 
recognize, a renowned 
Urologic Surgeon (urolo-
gist), is guided by this 
sacrosanct principle. 
He is a man on a mis-
sion with a transforma-
tional approach in the 
delivery of health care. 
He has shown a strong 

commitment to the criti-
cal issues of quality and 
access in the provision of 
health care. His primary 
professional goal and ob-
jective has always been 
“to be the best urologist”.

Dr. Dwayne Thwaites, 
MD, FACS, OM, was 
born and raised in the 
community of Otto’s 
located in Antigua and 
Barbuda. He attended St. 
Martin’s Primary School 
as a young lad, where 
he was under the leader-
ship and guidance of the 
principal, Ms. Martin of 
Bethesda Village - the 
same person that taught 
his father, and also the 
Honourable V.C. Bird, 
Antigua’s first Prime 
Minister.

He furthered his studies 
at Otto’s Comprehensive 
School, but then com-
pleted his high school 
education at St. Joseph’s 
Academy Secondary 
School.

He continued his stud-
ies abroad by attending 
Saint Leo University of 
Florida, from 1981-1985, 
where he succeeded in 
academics - (Bachelor 
of Arts in Premedical 
Science (Biology) - and 
also performed excep-
tionally well at sports as 
a soccer player.

During that period, 
he somehow found 

the time to return to 
St John’s, Antigua, 
where he selflessly as-
sisted as a Counselor for 
8-15-year-old students at 
the YMCA (1982), and 
worked as a Customer 
Service Representative at 
the Bank of Nova Scotia 
two years later.

In 1985, the final year 
of his degree pursuit, he 
also did some construc-
tion while in the United 
States, with a company 
based in East Orange, 
New Jersey. 

Continuing on this scho-
lastic journey to excel, 
the young Thwaites fit-
tingly received another 
scholarship (Dr. Herbert 
F. Wolf Academic 
Scholarship) that later 
helped him to complete 
his studies. 

Although he was seem-
ingly preoccupied men-
tally, he still had that 
passion to be physically 
active and he continued 
to play soccer until he 
graduated, where he was 
also called to Delta Nu 
National Honor Society. 

Additionally, he was 
recognized in Who’s 
Who among Students in 
American Universities 
and Colleges, and during 
his undergraduate educa-
tion, was on the Dean’s 
List every semester (all 
seven) until graduation.

He did a Post 
Baccalaureate in Biology 
at the University of 
South Florida in late 
1987, and then on an 
academic scholarship, at-
tended Medical School at 
the University of Miami 
(1988-1992) where at-
tained his Doctorate 
in Medicine (MD). He 
went on to a General 
Surgery Residency at 
State University of New 
York in Brooklyn, from 
1992-1997.  

PERFORMING MANY 
FIRSTS

He worked as a General 
Surgeon, attending at 
St. Vincent’s Hospital 
in Staten Island before 
taking up a position as 
Chief General Surgeon 
in Nevis, where he per-
formed the first success-
ful Laparoscopic surgery 
in the Eastern Caribbean, 
as well as the first radia-
tion treatment for cancer 
in the federation and the 
Eastern Caribbean. He 
also screens over a thou-
sand men yearly in the 
federation. 

Dr. Thwaites returned 
to the USA to special-
ize in Urology at Emory 
University (2002-2003) 
and also the University 
of Miami, where he 
was a Resident at 
the Miller School of 

Medicine, Department 
of Urology (2003-2007) 
- Chief Resident from 
2006-2007. 

He subsequently set 
up practice in North 
Carolina for five years 
and continued to work 
in the Caribbean, do-
ing Prostate Screening 
yearly for both his home 
country of Antigua and 
Barbuda as well as St. 
Kitts and Nevis. He then 
proceeded to do the first 
green light Prostatectomy 
in the Eastern Caribbean, 
and also performed the 
first Artificial Urinary 
Sphincter and the first 
Penile Prosthesis in the 
Eastern Caribbean. He 
has also performed kid-
ney transplants, and of 
course was the first in the 
Eastern Caribbean. 

In 2013, he made history 
in the BVI by successful-
ly conducting the island’s 
first double surgery to 
correct severe erectile 
dysfunction and a urinary 
problem. 

During his extensive 
training over the years, 
Dr. Thwaites distin-
guished himself by win-
ning many academic 
awards and honours. 
He has done important 
research and published 
several articles related 
to the field of urology, 
among them, a chap-
ter on Transurethral 
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Resection of the Prostate 
in the textbook:

Transurethral Resection 
of the Prostate: Medical 
Management of 
Surgical Patients: 4th 
Edition (132):787-790. 
Cambridge University 
Press, 2006.

He has also contributed 
to Journal Articles in-
cluding: ‘Differential 
Selectivity of 
Hyaluronidase Inhibitors 
Towards Acidic and 
Basic Hyaluronidases. 
Glycobiology.’ 2006 Jan; 
16(1):11-21.

‘ A s y m p t o m a t i c 
Follicular Lymphoma of 
the Prostate Discovered 
by Abnormal Digital 
Rectal Examination.’ J 
Urol. 2004 Feb; 171(2 
pt1):795-6

‘ICV Infusion of 
C o r t i c o s t e r o n e 
A n t a g o n i z e d 
I C V- A l d o s t e r o n e 
Hypertension 

American Journal 
of Physiology.’ 258 
(Endocrinol. Metab. 21) 
– E649-E653, 1990.

‘Central Mineral 
Corticoid 9 Receptor 
Antagonism Blocks 
Hypertension in Dahl 

S/JR Rats.’ American 
Journal of Physiology; 
Endocrinology of 
Metabolism

Dr. Thwaites has been a 
member of the American 
Medical Association 
(AMA) since 1998, and 
the American Urological 
Association (AUA) 
(Urology Resident) since 
2001. He certifications 
include: Diplomate of 
the American Board 
of Urology; Fellow 
of The American 
College of Surgeons 
and Cardiopulmonary 
Resuscitation and First 
Aid Advance Trauma 
Life Support (ATLS).  

WARM AND 
E N G A G I N G 
PERSONALITY

In an effort to translate 
his concern about men’s 
health into action, he pio-
neered the annual pros-
tate screening in Nevis 
in December 2007. He 
partnered with the Four 
Seasons Resort Estates, 
so that the service could 
be delivered free of cost 
to the men. This has 
had a revolutionary im-
pact on men’s health as 
the screening numbers 
reached a record 675 in 

2019, while in January 
of this year, it was an im-
pressive 614. 

The warm and engag-
ing personality of Dr. 
Thwaites has helped to 
allay the fears of many 
men who hitherto have 
avoided such medical 
examinations. The long 
lines at the annual screen-
ing testify to the high 
level of interest among 
the male population.

Dr. Thwaites makes him-
self available throughout 
the year to follow up on 
critical cases. The suc-
cess of this imaginative 
programme over the last 
fourteen years reflects 
his outstanding leader-
ship qualities, marked by 
teamwork and the ability 
to motivate his support 
staff of nurses, doctors 
and medical technicians.

We have to consider 
the financial impact of 
the Prostate Screening 
Programme. It has re-
duced hospitalisations, 
facilitated early treat-
ment, and reduced time 
lost from work due to 
illness.

This annual screening 
has saved numerous lives 
and averted major ill-
ness, and thereby saved 

money and productive 
time. Poor health corre-
lates with poverty. When 
a man is healthy, he can 
hold a job, earn money, 
feed his children and sup-
port his family.

The screening pro-
gramme is best described 
by PAHO in a 2015 
report where it notes: 
“Non communicable 
diseases represent a huge 
cost to the society and 
contribute to social and 
economic inequities. 
The cost reflects a large 
and growing burden to 
individuals and families. 
Without adequate pre-
vention and early detec-
tion, the cost will rise as 
they require expensive 
treatments, surgeries and 
medications.”

This underscores the 
exemplary work of Dr. 
Thwaites.

It is apt to reiterate that 
the Annual Screening 
Programme has led to 
behaviour change among 
the men of Nevis. They 
have moved from being 
unaware to being knowl-
edgeable, and motivated 
to change. 

Dr. Thwaites came to 

Nevis in the 1990s when 
the island was facing ma-
jor challenges to secure 
the services of a surgeon. 
Many in the federation 
remember him treating 
a young man with a ma-
jor hand injury. The man 
had no money to pay for 
the surgery and was very 
worried, but Dr. Thwaites 
said to him: ‘You owe me 
nothing! Go home and 
take care of yourself and 
family’. 

His commitment to pro-
viding quality health 
care in Nevis was further 
demonstrated when he 
worked with the Ministry 
of Health to establish 
a Cystoscopy Suite at 
the Alexandra Hospital 
to treat diseases of the 
Urinary Tract. The suite 
is equipped with a Green 
Light Laser to vaporise 
the prostate and pre-
vent bleeding, an EHL 
Machine to break up kid-
ney stones and a Stones 
Basket to remove kidney 
stones. 

With a Nevis-born 
mother, Dr. Thwaites is 
very comfortable in the 
Federation. He has been 
able to help us de-mys-
tify doctors by engaging 
in a range of social and 

community activities. 
He enjoys a good party. 
He helped to boost horse 
racing in Nevis by en-
hancing the competitions 
and drew participation 
from Antigua. His horse 
‘Thunder’ was very 
competitive. 

He was one of the per-
sons who redid the horse 
race track in Nevis. 

His other interests in-
clude Sailing, golf, trav-
el, tennis, and cricket.

Though recognized as 
a highly trained medi-
cal doctor, Dwayne 
Thwaites is first and fore-
most a humble human 
being who delivers world 
class medical care in a 
humane way. He makes 
an effort to build relation-
ships in order to ensure 
the seamless delivery of 
such care. 

We at the Observer salute 
his indomitable will and 
zeal to turn his passion 
for men’s health into his 
profession. We are also 
thrilled to have been able 
to present this humble gi-
ant as our ‘Person of the 
Year’.

At his order of Meritus for service in medicine

Dr. Thwaites’ niece and Mother His daughter in Nevis

Dr. Thwaites’ family
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a glimpse into 
Christmas past.
a Nevis perspective

By Monique Washington 
and Loshaun Dixon 

Sixty-five years ago on 
this day, families on both 
St. Kitts and Nevis would 
be making preparations 
for the most festive 
time of the year, which 
brought together families 
in happiness.

In the 1960s, the families 
in the federation cel-
ebrated Christmas much 
differently to how we do 
now. Villagers paraded 
the streets with masquer-
ades, giant despair, Red 
Cross, Big Drums, steel 
drums, blue ribbons, and 
not forgetting the many 
groups of carolers.

The Observer spoke with 
two former educators 
who gave a glimpse into 
Christmas past, in the 
Federation.

One of them who pre-
ferred to remain un-
named, and who hails 
from St. James parish, 
noted that Christmas in 
the ’60s was different.

“Around the first week 
in December you had 
masquerading, you 
had the serenading, the 
Red Cross with Gladys 
(France), blue ribbon big 
drum with Miss Anne 
Mills and Nearga busi-
ness. We had carolers 
too. They (Villagers) 
used to go around, but 

they didn’t tell you 
that they were coming. 
Homes weren’t fenced 
back then, so they used 
to just walk in and you 
would hear them sing-
ing,” she said.

She said that the Carolers 
would come, (in a child’s 
mind) in the ‘dead of 
night’ with nothing but a 
flashlight or an oil lamp. 
Because of the dark-
ness, the leader of the 
carolers would greet the 
occupants of the home 
and extend Christmas 
greetings.

She noted that in those 
days the performers 
never asked for much. 
Persons would give them 
money, a piece of cake, 
tarts, or Bryson (soda) or 
some locally made wine.

“In the ’60s, children 
use to follow the mas-
queraders or big drums 
or persons with nearga 
business for miles into 
other villages. In those 
days parents didn’t worry 
about their children like 
that, especially around 
that time of year,” she 
recalled.

She noted that in these 
days, villagers are hardly 
greeted by Carolers, and 
it might be that they are 
fearful.

“Carolers are lacking. 
You don’t hear them. But 

people are scared to go 
out at nights. You walk-
ing at nights and you 
don’t know who might 
ambush you,” she said.

She reflected that family 
dynamics have changed 
since the ‘60s and ‘70s. 

“People used to live bet-
ter in those days. You no 
longer have the extended 
family relationship, 
where grandparents, chil-
dren, grandchildren live 
together,” she said.

The Observer also spoke 
with a former educa-
tor in Charlestown, Mrs 
Nathaniel.

She noted that at 
Christmas it was fun for 
them to look for a job and 
earn their own money.

“At Christmas time you 
would look for a job, 
whether at the post office 
or at a store.  It would be 
for two or three weeks, 
or it might have been 
on the weekends, like a 
Friday or Saturday. But 
you had a job, because 
you were looking for 
your Christmas money. 
We looked forward to it,” 
she said.

She noted that in those 
times they didn’t have 
the luxury of buying a 
new mattress or furni-
ture, so they used to dry 
grass, coconut husk and 

banana bush.

“There was no TDC or 
Horsfords to buy a new 
mattress, so we had to cut 
grass and dry the grass to 
stuff the mattress. The 
mattress was stuffed very 
high. As time went, it 
got flatter and flatter and 
flatter. You couldn’t wait 
until Christmas to get 
new grass to put in. Some 
used banana flagging or 
coconut husk. But with 
the coconut husk, you 
had to take them out and 
air them and fluff them, 
so that it wouldn’t be so 
hard.  There was a lot 
of cleaning and freshen-
ing up of everything. 
Giving everything that 
“new look”. Times were 
hard; we didn’t know 
the luxury of today,” she 
reminisced.

She said that Christmas 
Eve night was exciting, 
because they were able 
to go to town to socialize 
and stay out until late.

“We used to go out with 
our older cousin, because 
we didn’t want to go out 
with our parents. But 
it was always a family 
thing.” 

She said that for dinner, 
it was a lot of locally 
grown meat and ground 
provision.

“We had Johnnycake, 
dumpling, doving-down 

pork, peas and rice, co-
conut tart, sorrel, some-
times a yard fowl (A 
chicken you raised and 
isolated it for the occa-
sion, purged and slaugh-
tered), sometimes there 
was a ham, but it came 
in a bag. It came dry. 
Christmas Eve you had 
to soak it and boil it on 
a coal pot. It took a long 
time to cook,’ she said.

She said that in those 
days everyone in the fam-
ily had to assist with the 
tart- and cake-making.

“In those days there was 
not any blender, so you 
had to grate the coconut, 
and you would grate un-
til you grate your finger. 
You didn’t like to do it, 
but you knew that there 
was the tart at the end of 
it.  When you were mak-
ing a cake, you would 
beat the butter and sugar 
until you shoulder would 
hurt, but you didn’t mind, 
because cake-making 
wasn’t an all-year event, 
just for Christmas and 
birthdays,” she said.

When questioned about 
leftovers, she said, “how 
much leftovers do you 
think we had?” 

“If you killed a pig this 
week, someone else in 
the village would kill 
a pig the next week. 
So most of the pork 
was shared. We visited 

persons in the village and 
brought them what we 
had. So we didn’t have a 
lot of leftovers,” she said. 

She said that many 
Christmas traditions have 
changed, and things now 
are much more modern, 
but through the decades, 
Christmas remains a time 
for family, friends and 
togetherness. 

THE ST. KITTS 
EXPERIENCE

In St. Kitts, the Observer 
spoke to Winston Zack 
Nisbett on what were 
some of the traditional 
aspects of Christmas 
celebration.

“In those days we used 
to have the roast pork. I 
could recall getting the 
pig and putting the pork 
up on the shed with a lot 
of salt. That was when 
you had the salt pond, so 
we used to use the coarse 
salt.”

He said every year his 
family would visit the 
salt pond and pick a sig-
nificant amount of salt to 
use for the occasion.

Nisbett explained how 
the pork was prepared.

“Sometimes you would 
also hang up the pork 
on the side of the house, 
wash it  with salt and let 
it stay there for a while, 

The masked individual on stilts represents a mock  
“Jumbie” or departed spirit



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Thursday December 24th, 2020NewS Page:9LOCAL NEWS

and when you are ready 
for it, you dove it down 
in your doving pot. When 
you finish with that pork 
it was the best thing in 
the world!”

He made mention of 
some of the traditional 
drinks that were con-
sumed around that time 
as well.

“The other things were 
the sorrel, although we 
have that tradition still 
ongoing it is not at the 
extent. More people used 
to focus a lot on the sor-
rel, the ginger beer and 
the lemonade.

He said that around 
Christmas time, groups 
would go around in the 

communities and ser-
enade households and 
other activities.

“What we observed in 
those days was the ser-
enading. You sang your 
carols and that sort of 
thing. The Red Cross 
regiment - that was a 
long time thing with the 
nurses and their crosses 
on them, and the soldiers 
singing various songs.”

He said that back in the 
day, folklore groups 
would perform in com-
munities in what came to 
be known as “Christmas 
Sports” from which 
National Carnival was 
eventually born.

“Christmas Sports is 

our folk tradition that 
brought out the beliefs 
and legends. You had 
the secular parts and 
the Christian Segments. 
Some of them are bibli-
cal and some came out of 
the plantocracy system. 

“The clowns came from 
the cakewalk; you have 
the various characters 
like the Uncle Sam, the 
American Stars and 
Stripes, the John Bull, 
which is the British in 
leggings, top hat and 
scissors waistcoat. There 
was also the bull that 
came out of Belmont 
Estate which was a true 
story.”

 He was asked why they 
came out at Christmas 

time.

“Christmas is the cel-
ebration of Christ, and 
this was the time of mer-
riment signifying that 
Christ came forth…and 
the joy and the happen-
ings, and bringing it to 
fruition. It was revealing 
true stories and bring-
ing merriment to fami-
lies, and coordination 
amongst the families, 
and bringing spiritual 
and other awakenings.”

He said the traditional 
celebration was more ap-
preciated than the mod-
ern style of carnival.

“We are in a modernized 
age so these things would 
happen.”

Nisbett opined that with 
COVID-19 bringing a 
halt to many carnival ac-
tivities, “it is a blessing in 
disguise” to revive some 
of the traditional aspects. 

“It gives the traditional 
aspect of the sports that 
were known in those 
days, and it brings back 
that sort of sentiment 
to the respective fami-
lies like the David and 
Goliath.”

He said he is presently 
working with the schools, 
through the cultural 
department, imparting 
knowledge of folklore 
to a new generation. He 
said for the first time in 
a long time there were 
David and Goliath from 

Molineaux performing 
at Folklore Avenue last 
weekend. 

“We had a new one from 
Joshua Obadiah Williams 
Primary School, with the 
children David, the Jesse, 
Goliath and King Saul 
- that was the first time 
they went on stage and 
they did well.”

Nisbett said the maypole 
dancers, mock-jumbies 
and the actors are all 
making a re-emergence.

He said from next week 
he will start an exhibi-
tion at his museum high-
lighting Christmas and 
Carnival folklore and 
culture from long ago. 

“Around the first week in December you had 
masquerading, you had the serenading, the 
red Cross with Gladys (France), blue ribbon 
big drum with Miss anne Mills and Nearga 
business. We had carolers too. they  
(Villagers) used to go around, but they didn’t 
tell you that they were coming. Homes weren’t 
fenced back then, so they used to just walk in 
and you would hear them singing,” she said. Big Drum out of bricklyn
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CCM, NrP’s  
ladies give  

back to  
various  

communities

By Monique Washington 

The Women’s Arms of 
the Concerned Citizens 
Movement (CCM) and 
the Nevis Reformation 
Party (NRP) are actively 
engaged this season in 
giving back to the vari-
ous communities on the 
island of Nevis.

Because of the impact 
of COVID-19 and the 
numerous necessary reg-
ulations that had to be en-
forced, many annual kids’ 
parties, constituency par-
ties and food drives were 
cancelled by constitu-
ency representatives this 
year. One such was the 
Premier of Nevis Hon. 
Mark Brantley’s children 
party which he hosted for 
the past 15 years.

The CCM Women’s 
Arm is mandated by the 
Constitution of the Party 
and is governed by a 
committee comprising 
not less than three women

The objectives of the 
NRP Women’s Arm are 

focused on increasing 
membership, women 
empowerment, providing 
emotional support, pro-
moting women’s partici-
pation in policymaking, 
and providing political 
and financial support to 
the advancement of the 
Nevis Reformation Party

The NRP Women’s Arm 
will be gifting a family on 
Nevis with a new paint 
job.

The Observer spoke 
with the newly elected 
president of the arm, Dr. 
Andrea Bussue, who 
revealed that they will 
be painting the home of 
a senior citizen in the 
community.

“We will be doing some 
community work.  The 
person was chosen based 
on needs. We feel that 
they will benefit from it. 
The women of the arm 
will be leading the charge 
in this initiative,” she said.

She noted that for the last 
quarter of the year, the 
group has recognized its 
supporters, lent tangible 
support, contributed to 
victims of domestic 
violence, and recognized 
eight women in Nevis 
during World Women’s 
Day. 

The CCM Women’s Arm 
hosted their Christmas 
social and gave back 
to two families in each 
constituency.

“Our Christmas social 
was truly amazing. We 
were able to spread the 
love for the season by 
giving $150 each to ten 
families (two from each 
parish). Members were 
thrilled by their gifts re-
ceived from our secret 
Santa gift exchange. We 
had a splendid evening,” 
a statement reads.

The group also took the 
opportunity to wish love, 
joy and happiness for the 
season to all residents. 

Gifts distributed by the CCM women arm
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A strong CBI Programme aims to:

• Create job opportunities
• Upgrade the interior airport terminal building
• Complete the construction of the Old Road Bay realignment project
• Install a new runway and lighting at the RLB International Airport
• Construct more hotels
• Construct better roads
• Construct the bus terminals
• Complete the second cruise pier

CoNCEPt to
CrEatioN

ST KITTS-NEVIS CITIZENSHIP BY INVESTMENT PROGRAMME

Prosperity for our country, a bright future for our people. ciu.gov.kn
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 PM Harris and TDC Chairman/CEO Earle Kelly break ground for the new housing development

tDC  Group  launches  new  
housing  development

By Loshaun Dixon

TDC Group of Companies 
on Tuesday broke ground 
on a project dubbed 
the Dewar’s Gardens 
Housing Development, 
in which 30 homes will 
be constructed and sold, 
starting in January. 

The development, which 
is situated on an estate 
that dates back to the 18th 
century, sits on 5.69 acres 
of land.

Dewar’s Gardens boasts 
spectacular panoramic, 
unobstructed views of the 
Caribbean Sea, the South 
East Peninsular, the sister 
island of Nevis and the al-
lure of Mount Liamigua. 

The homes offered at 
Dewar’s Gardens will be 
contemporary-styled, of-
fering impeccable work-
manship, comfortably 
blending modern conve-
niences with the historic 
charm of surrounding 
Buckley’s and Dewar’s 
Estate. 

TDC Chairman/CEO 
Earle Kelly said the resi-
dences at Dewar’s is a 

project that is very im-
portant to the TDC Group 
of Companies, noting 
that those discussions 
with Government started 
in 2017, and the parties 
came to an agreement in 
May 2018, with the com-
pany purchasing the land. 

“We don’t think that we 
will have a problem sell-
ing this development, 
because it is so beautiful. 
We have developed the 
5.69 acres of land into 30 
lots - ranging in size from 
6020 square feet to 7241 
square feet. We also have 
a green area which is just 
over 6000 square feet.”

He said the cost of the 
project has reached just 
over $3.3 million. The 
costs include the purchase 
of the land (incl. transfer 
taxes), the construction of 
the roadway – the design 
and installation of the 
water distribution system, 
the electricity supply, 
the fibre infrastructure 
for cable, television and 
telephone.  

Eight models will be 
on offer - three two-
bedroom models, four 

three-bedroom model, 
and one four-bedroom 
model. Prices will 
range from $540,000 to 
$560,000 (two-bedroom), 
$630,000 to just over $1 
million (three-bedroom) 
and the four-bedroom be-
ing $960,000

Kelly said prospective 
buyers can make adjust-
ments to the plans at their 
own cost.

“We make the plans avail-
able to prospective buy-
ers, and they can make 
adjustments at their cost, 
and we encourage them 
to add options. We want 
to make sure that people 
are comfortable.”

He said all that will be 
necessary for buyers is 
to furnish the home. The 
company will also be of-
fering packages for the 
furniture, appliance and 
furnishings.

“So far the response has 
been overwhelming. Up 
to today, we have had 
a total of 143 interests. 
So far we have had four 
sales that we’re working 
on, and so we should start 

construction in January, 
on those four. Then we 
have another four which 
we are working on, which 
we expect to conclude 
within the next couple of 
months.”

Kelly indicated that TDC 
engages in a wide range 
of businesses from selling 
building supplies through 
its Home and Building 
Depot, through the St. 
Kitts Masonry Products 
where they sell concrete 
blocks and concrete, 
to home insurance and 
home financing.

“So far, I think we have 
provided financing for 
three of the four proper-
ties…at least two of the 
four properties that we are 
about to construct early 
next year…and after the 
construction is finished, 
we’re hoping that the 
purchasers of the homes 
will take their insur-
ance services from TDC 
Insurance. We are lever-
aging the synergies that 
exist within the group.”

The total cost of the entire 
project will be $16.5M 
when all 30 homes are 

completed

Prime Minister Dr 
Timothy Harris said the 
project was “wonderful” 
and was TDC’s Christmas 
gift to the people of St. 
Kitts and Nevis. 

“I want to commend 
TDC, because it has been 
a dynamic group of com-
panies that have always 
been looking for oppor-
tunities, seizing them, 
and advancing the qual-
ity of life in St. Kitts and 
Nevis.”

Prime Minister Harris 
said that the market for 
housing at this time is 
great, noting the amount 
of interest shown in the 
project.

“The Government 
wants to focus on the 
low income and the low 
middle-income market 
in providing affordable 
houses. We want the pri-
vate sector to partner with 
the Government, as the 
largest owner of land in 
the country, to facilitate 
the housing demands in 
our country.”

Dr. Harris commended 
the vision shown by 
TDC, and said that the 
project would be suitable 
for the national economy, 
as the government aims 
to rebuild the continuing 
negative impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

“Construction is the lead 
growth driver in St. Kitts 
and Nevis, and as Mr 
Kelly spoke, he gave you 
a sense of the wider array 
of mobilisation across 
sectors, the professional 
services, architects, engi-
neers, contractors, labour-
ers, insurance, financing 
- all these sectors, apart 
from the obvious - the 
quarry products, the ma-
sonry products, the build-
ing materials - all of them 
are impacted.”

He continued, “The more 
construction we have in 
the major growth area 
of the country which is 
construction at this time, 
clearly that would push 
us closer to realizing and 
surpassing the predic-
tion of the IMF, that this 
country can be the fastest 
growing country coming 
out of the pandemic.” 
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SKN  suspends  travel  from 
United  Kingdom

By Loshaun Dixon

The St. Kitts Tourism 
Authority (SKTA) has 
announced that the 
Federation has tempo-
rarily suspended British 
Airways flights from the 
United Kingdom, effec-
tive Saturday, December 
26, 2020, to January 2, 
2021.

This comes after the UK 
has reported a new strain 
of coronavirus which, 
according to the World 
Health Organization, 
has “increased transmis-
sibility.” As such, sev-
eral nations around the 
world have suspended 
travel from the UK, until 
more is known about the 
COVID-19 variant. 

The Federation of St. 
Kitts & Nevis will con-
tinue to monitor the de-
veloping situation in the 
UK, and will update the 
protocols accordingly.

The SKTA said that an 
update will be given con-
cerning the Federation 
resuming the service. 

“In addition, any 
International Traveler 
who arrives from the 
UK will be required to 
quarantine at their ho-
tel and not “Vacation in 
Place” for the duration 
of their stay or manda-
tory 14-day quarantine 
in the Federation, for 
December 26, 2020, to 
January 2, 2021.

 “All persons who have 
arrived in St. Kitts from 
the UK to-date were 
required to present a 
negative RT-PCR test 
upon arrival, underwent 
a health screening at the 
airport, and will remain 
at their approved hotel 
and undergo serial test-
ing for the duration of 
their stay in St. Kitts & 
Nevis.”

Chief Medical Officer 
Dr Hazel Laws said that 
a few days ago they 
got word that there is a 
variant of the virus that 
causes COVID-19 

“It was identified in the 
United Kingdom, and 
preliminary reports tell 
us that this variant may 

be more transmissible, 
with estimated increase 
transmissibility of be-
tween 40% and 70%. The 
scientists are still evalu-
ating this new variant of 
the SARS-CoV-2 virus. 
Initial analysis suggests 
there is no change in the 
severity of the illness or 
mortality rate.”

Dr. Laws said that at pres-
ent, the thinking is that 
the clinical outcomes are 
not poorer with this new 
variant, and no increase 
in mortality associated 
with it.  No specific pop-
ulation groups have been 
affected.

On suspension of flights 
for the next two weeks, 
she said the decision was 
made on Wednesday.

“The Cabinet made a 
decision whereby the 
British Airways flights 
between the United 
Kingdom and the 
Federation will be sus-
pended from Saturday, 
December 26 to January 
2, 2021. Until then, the 
Ministry of Health will 
continue evaluating the 
situation as it unfolds.”

She said cases have 
already been reported 
outside the United 

Kingdom in Denmark, 
Netherlands, Belgium 
and Australia 

“It is a bit early to say 
if the occurrence of this 
new variant will affect 
the efficacy of either of 
the two vaccine candi-
dates that are being uti-
lized and rolled out.”

She however noted that it 
was important to remain 
vigilant and adhere to the 
prevention measures.

“More and more people 
are wearing their face 
mask, and we are par-
ticularly pleased about 



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Thursday December 24th, 2020NewS Page:15LOCAL NEWS

republic of China (taiwan)  
supports the lodge/ottley’s  

Community Centre

BASSETERRE, St. Kitts 
— The Government of 
the Republic of China 
(Taiwan) has again come 
to the support of the 
Government and people 
of St. Kitts and Nevis. On 
this occasion, Taiwan, 
through its Embassy 
in Basseterre, has pro-
vided financial support 
towards the construction 
of the Lodge/Ottley’s 
Community Centre.

At a brief ceremony 
held on December 23, 
Resident Ambassador 
of the Republic of 
China (Taiwan) to 
the Federation, His 
Excellency Tom Lee, 
said as a longstanding 
ally, his Government 
stands ready to assist the 
Federation in any way 
possible.

The near complet-
ed Lodge/Ottley’s 
Community Centre.

“There is no doubt that 
the Lodge/Ottley’s 
Community Centre “is a 
very important project,” 
said Ambassador Lee. 
“It can be used not only 
as a centre for people to 
get together but also as a 
hurricane shelter to pro-
tect people’s lives. We 

are very happy to hear 
that the project is near 
completion.”

Financial Secretary Mrs. 
Hilary Hazel used the 
occasion to express pro-
found gratitude to the 
Government and people 
of the Republic of China 
(Taiwan) for their contin-
ued support in the overall 
development of St. Kitts 
and Nevis.

“Taiwan has been known 
to be a true and solid part-
ner,” said Mrs. Hazel. “In 
the past and currently, we 
have experienced your 
government’s support 
for our build out of our 
social infrastructure. This 
is a critical infrastructure 
that is required for us to 
achieve our goals of im-
proving the lives of all 
Kittitians and Nevisians 
and for that we are eter-
nally grateful.”

Prime Minister Dr. the 
Honourable Timothy 
Harris hailed the excel-
lent work of contractor 
Dwight Berry and his 
team for their work on the 
multipurpose centre that 
is now at an advanced 
stage in its construction.

“I think it’s one of the 

better executed projects 
I’ve seen in a long while in 
Government,” said Prime 
Minister Harris, who is 
also the Parliamentary 
Representative for the 
area.

“Notwithstanding the 
COVID-19 challenges, 
the contractor managed 
to execute in a way that 
all of us are satisfied with. 
There were occasions 
where I visited and was 
in awe of how far they 
had gotten. So it’s a trib-
ute to local talent because 
in fact he is a contractor 
known in the community. 
Certainly, the manner 
in which Mr. Berry has 
executed this project is 
a good reflection and he 
has now made it big in 
my own books.”

Director of Public Works, 
Cromwell Williams, was 
also present at the cer-
emony, said the contrac-
tor is now at the stage of 
installing the necessary 
electrical fittings which is 
expected to be completed 
within the next week or 
two. After the electrical 
work, the contractor will 
do his final clean up be-
fore the keys to the facil-
ity are handed over.

The near completed Lodge/Ottley’s Community Centre.
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‘Christmas is the celebration of 
Christ, not a celebration of us’  

- SDa Pastor 

By Monique Washington

“A celebration of Christ 
and not a celebration of 
self, is the true meaning 
of Christmas,” accord-
ing to the pastor of the 
Seventh-day Adventist 
Church in Charlestown.

The Observer spoke with 
Pastor Otis Browne, 
who said that for him, 
Christmas is a time of 
year that most people 
look forward to.

“When I think about 
Christmas, it takes me 
back to pleasant child-
hood memories, which 
include cleaning the 
house on Christmas Eve, 
looking forward to re-
ceiving gifts, and spend-
ing time with extended 
family. I also remember 
watching Christmas mov-
ies and listening to carols 
throughout the season”.

The Observer asked the 
pastor about “the true 
meaning of Christmas”

“What is the true meaning 

of Christmas? Christmas 
is the time of year when 
many Christian believ-
ers pause to reflect upon 
and celebrate the birth 
of Jesus. Christmas 
is a compound word 
formed from ‘Christ’ 
and ‘mas.’ Christ refers 
to Jesus, the Messiah, 
and Mas mean cel-
ebration. Fundamentally, 
Christmas is the celebra-
tion of Christ, particu-
larly the birth of Christ. 
Christmas is not the cele-
bration of the birthday of 
Jesus. It is the celebration 
of the fact of his birth,” 
he said.

Pastor Browne noted 
that the birth of Christ is 
“too significant” not to 
acknowledge. 

“According to biblical 
teaching, Jesus was born 
in Bethlehem, he lived a 
perfect life and died on 
Calvary’s Cross, so that 
humanity could be saved 
from sin. Had he not been 
born, then we would not 
have lived and died to se-
cure our salvation. 

“The birth of Christ is 
the climax of many mes-
sianic prophecies found 

in the Old Testament. 
Believers of old longed 
the birth of this prom-
ised Messiah, and in 
the “fullness of time,” 
he was born. This is the 
good news of Christmas. 
The Bible records in the 
Gospel of Matthew 1:21 
“She will give birth to a 
son, and you are to give 
him the name Jesus, be-
cause he will save his 
people from their sins.

”

Pastor Browne encour-
aged persons to remem-
ber that Christmas is the 
celebration of Christ,” 
not a celebration of us”.

“This thought should 
inform the way we cel-
ebrate. Christmas is not 
about getting drunk and 
reveling. It is not about 
Santa Clause and his 
elves. It is not about ex-
cessive eating. It is not 
even about shopping and 
house decorating. It is 
all about Jesus, who was 
born to bring the hope of 
salvation to humanity,” 
he concluded.
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By Loshaun Dixon

A family in Sandy Point 
this past Sunday received 
the gift of a new home 
for their Christmas, after 
a community effort led 
to the restoration of a 
government-owned prop-
erty for them to use going 
forward.

Last Sunday, members of 
the Sandy Point commu-
nity gifted a new house 
to Rhonda Warner and 
her three children - an 
upgrade from the deplor-
able conditions they were 
living in prior.

The structure took just 
four weeks to be restored 
and renovated, with the 
assistance of dozens of 
citizens and residents, and 
businesses, all chipping in 
to assist the single mother 
of three. 

The idea was formu-
lated by Robelto ‘Tango’ 
Glasgow, who first 

witnessed the terrible 
conditions a month ago 
and sprung into action, 
receiving contributions 
from fellow business-
men and people across St. 
Kitts and Nevis. 

Glasgow said that the 
building was built through 
a community effort, and 
implored the authorities 
to get her a title for the 
property.

“It was built because 
of her situation, and I 
would like for whatever 
to be done for her to get a 
title...and have this young 
lady come out of her 
eight years of poverty-
stricken situation, living 
like an animal. This is 
her time to shine and feel 
comfortable.”

He called on the govern-
ment to put something in 
place to allow her to earn 
the property. 

He said he was happy to 

know that she and her chil-
dren will be moving into a 
different environment.

Glasgow hailed all who 
were involved in making 
the project a success.

“I cannot take all the 
praise, there are people 
out there who even de-
serve more praise than me 
for this. I alone couldn’t 
do it.”

He singled out 
Leroy Powell for his 
contribution.“When I 
called upon you, you 
jumped on board one time 
without hesitation.”

He said when he saw 
Warner’s situation, he 
jumped straight into ac-
tion to have it corrected.

“Today, this is the result. 
Tonight, Rhonda and her 
children will sleep in a 
comfortable bed.” 

The structure was restored 

by Darren Lawrence.

P a r l i a m e n t a r y 
Representative, Deputy 
Prime Minister Shawn 
Richards, said that during 
the roofing program, the 
government had looked at 
her situation, but because 
of some challenges they 
were not able to under-
take the necessary repairs 
to her home.

He said after speaking 
with Glasgow, he identi-
fied a home in the Farms 
Sandy Point area, but it re-
quired some repairs, and 
he promised to spearhead 
any support from the gov-
ernment, while Glasgow 
would lead the effort to 
improve the home.

“I want to extend my own 
gratitude to Tango for 
leading and spearheading 
the effort to get this beau-
tiful home erected.”

He said the project 
spoke well of Tango’s 

willingness to help others 
within the Sandy Point 
community. He said the 
ceremony represents 
community participation 
- generously coming to-
gether to help people.

“A number of people 
would have made a sig-
nificant contribution to 
bringing this project to 
reality. While it is that the 
land is in the ownership of 
the government, it shows 
how when we come to-
gether we are able to do 
things on our behalf, and 
on the behalf of others.” 

Richards continued, 
“Rhonda today becomes 
the beneficiary of the 
home, but you also see 
how the community has 
been uplifted by the addi-
tion of this home. The call 
was already made by the 
persons here to live well 
amongst each other, and 
certainly that is hoped by 
all of us that they would, 
as the community comes 

together to further uplift 
the community they are 
living in”.

He said a submission 
would have to come be-
fore the cabinet for the 
project to be effected. He 
charged the permanent 
secretary to bring the sub-
mission forward.

The Deputy Prime 
Minister also handed over 
a cheque for $3000 to a 
community supermarket, 
so that Warner and her 
family can take groceries 
for the next 12 months.

Rhonda Warner said that 
she overwhelmed with 
excitement, and was 
keeping her head high 
through it all

“I want to say thanks to ev-
eryone who contributed.”

She then cut the ribbon 
to her new home and 
was given a tour of the 
building.

LOCAL NEWS

Sandy Point single mom blessed with  
new home from Community

Warner cutting 
the ribbon to her 

new home

Warner and her children previously lived 
under these conditions

Rhonda Warner’s new home 
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By Monique Washington

The Dominican commu-
nity in Nevis and St Kitts 
are currently searching 
for one of their members 
who has gone missing for 
over a month, but the po-
lice on Nevis say he “has 
a history of going missing 
and just turning up”.

Mario “Minguito” 
Florentino of the 
Dominican Republic was 
officially reported miss-
ing on December 10 by 
restaurant owner Maria 
Rosario. According to 
a statement, Rosario 
claimed to have seen 
Florentino two weeks pri-
or to making the report.

Officers of the Royal St. 
Christopher and Nevis 
Police Force, Nevis 
Division, launched an in-
vestigation into the man’s 
disappearance.

The Observer under-
stands that Florentino’s 
apartment was searched 
by the police at Old 
Hospital Road, and there 

the police found that all 
his items were gone. The 
landlord claimed that he 
removed his items, and 
was not seen since. His 
cellphone number was 
also given to the police, 
but numerous attempts 
to call Florentino were 
unsuccessful.

The Observer con-
tacted a member of the 
Dominican community, 
who noted that Florentino 
has no family in Nevis, 
and moves about the is-
land, residing at various 
locations. He works in 
Prospect as a stone cutter.

“When I went to inquire, 
they said that he went to 
church the Sunday, but 
he was drunk, but no one 
saw where he went after 
he left the church,” she 
claimed.

The Observer made sev-
eral attempts to obtain a 
description of the miss-
ing man, such as his age, 
height and complexion, 

but no one has the correct 
information, including 
the police.

The Observer spoke with 
Inspector Myers who 
noted that the police, the 
Spanish community in 
Nevis and in St Kitts, 
are currently doing the 
groundwork in search 
of the missing man. 
He said that the police 
cannot ascertain if the 
picture circulating on 
social media that claims 
to be Florentino is cor-
rect.  He noted, however, 
that Florentino has been 
known to go missing and 
retuning.

“He was reported missing 
on different occasions. 
One time he was miss-
ing for over a month and 
turned up in St. Kitts. He 
again went missing for a 
week and then turned up 
behind of Sunshine Bar 
at Pinney. Right now, we 
will continue to do the 
groundwork looking for 
him,” he said.

Dominican man 
missing for over a 

month
- Has history of “going 
missing and just turning up”- 

Police

Mario “Minguito” Florentino 
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