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RUSVM
student
wounded in
shark attack
By Loshaun Dixon

A female student from
Ross University School
of Veterinary Medicine
(RUSVM) has been left to
nurse significant wounds,
following a shark attack
near Booby Island on
Saturday.
In a release, the school
confirmed that a group of
seven individuals affiliated with RUSVM were
kayaking and swimming
near Booby Island, St.
Kitts, when one of them,
a current student, was attacked by a shark. They
said the incident took
place at approximately
10:25 am local time.
“One of the individuals called 911, the Coast
Guard was dispatched,
and the injured student
was taken to Alexandra
Hospital, Nevis.
“RUSVM is grateful for
the quick-thinking community members and students present at the scene,
the Coast Guard, the
Royal St. Christopher and
Nevis police force, the
island Incident Command
Team, and the entire
RUSVM team for their
support throughout this
event.”
They said the student
is in stable but critical

condition following surgery, and in a memo to
students cautioned them
to stay away from Turtle
Beach.
“All RUSVM community members are advised
to stay away from Turtle
Beach, St. Kitts, until further notice, and exercise
caution while swimming
in general”.
The Observer has learned
that the injured female
student was in her final semester of didactic
learning at the RUSVM,
and was attacked while
on an exercise swim with
a Saturday Swim Group.
She sustained injuries to
her left leg and her right
hand, that she used to
fight it off - punching it
in the nose and trying to
gouge its eyes.
According to information
gathered, the student was
initially assisted by other
kayakers and swimmers,
and was transported to the
Alexandra Hospital by
the coast guard for emergency surgery.
She has since left the
Federation for Houston,
Texas, where she is set
to undergo more treatment. A GoFundMe page
was set up to assist her
financially.

Director of Marine
Resources
Marc
Williams, in a media interview, disclosed that
the student had not lost
her leg, and that they had
requested DNA from the
incident to identify the
type of shark responsible
for the attack.
“The Marine Resources
Department has asked the
doctors to see if they can
take a DNA swab from
the leg to identify the type
of shark, to see if it is the
same species that caused
the death of the female
tourist in December in St.
Martin.”
The Department of
Marine Resources said
they noticed an increase
in shark activity in the
marine waters of St. Kitts
and Nevis, and cautioned
beachgoers and swimmers in the Federation.
“The Department of
Marine Resources of St.
Kitts and Nevis is experiencing an increase in
reports of shark and human interaction within
our exclusive economic
zone. The Department of
Marine Resources is asking all users of the ocean
to be extremely cautious
when using the marine
environment.”
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St Thomas’ Primary celebrates
golden anniversary

By Monique Washington

After fifty years of educating children across Nevis,
St. Thomas’ Primary
School celebrated its
golden anniversary on
Monday last (January 11),
and Principal Norlene
Smithen used the momentous occasion to highlight
that over the years, the
school has produced great
leaders.
“How can we measure
the success of our students? The true measure
of our students’ successes
is often measured when
we see how well they
are thriving in different
areas of society. We see
bankers, lawyers, teachers, politicians, managers,
farmers, fishermen, doctors, chefs, counsellors,
businessmen, builders etc.
“St. Thomas’ Primary
School has produced
great leaders for the past
fifty years, and this we
are extremely proud
of,” Smithen proudly
reflected.
She noted that education has evolved over the
years, but the learning
institution had equipped
itself to embrace the
changes.
“Each

person

has

a

pivotal role to play. These
include the Teachers,
Guidance Counsellors,
Sports
Officers,
Librarians, Secretaries,
Parents,
Students,
Cooks, Crossing Guards,
Security Officers and
Cleaners. With renewed
energy and momentum,
let us continue to serve
with passion and enthusiasm, so that our children
will continue to learn today to earn tomorrow.”
During the celebration
programme,
Smithen
lauded past principals
who would have made
their sterling contributions to the advancement
of education.
“It would be remiss of
me if I did not acknowledge the various Head
Teachers who made their
sterling contributions to
the advancement of education. A legacy of hard
work, dedication, passion
for learning, and always
going the extra mile was
passed on from one generation to the other.
“We thank these awesome leaders who were
a part of the noble profession of teachers and
became great leaders. We
salute them today. Mrs
Violet Nicholls, the first
principal; the late Ms.

Rovita Butler; Mr Oban
Lawrence; Mr. Melford
Ward; the late Mr Autnell
Swanston and Ms Earlene
Maynard.
“Ms. Maynard would
have passed on the baton to yours truly, Ms.
Norlene Smithen, in 2009.
We thank Ms. Maynard
for her unwavering support and the indelible
mark she has left behind.”
Junior
Minister
of
Education, Hon. Troy
Liburd, also congratulated
the school on its golden
anniversary. He said that
though the school would
have changed, and will
change physically, the
“rich legacy” will always
be there.
“We are celebrating fifty,
and we are looking to
grow stronger and to
move forward for many
years. You who are here
today, are standing on
the hard work that those
who have come before
you would have put in. I
know that sometime in
the future when it is time
to celebrate the 75th or
100th, some of us would
not be here, but the legacy
of those that are here now,
would be there for those
who come in the future.”

The principal of the St Thomas school, Norlene Smithen
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Good news, bad news

We have bad news and we have good news as it relates to the state
of health in the Federation.

The good news is that vaccines have been developed against the
corona virus and is being distributed to high risk groups. The bad
news is that the distribution is going more slowly than anticipated.
The further bad news is that the vaccine – at least one of them
- has to be stored and transported at between -80°C and -60°C,
temperatures that require specialized equipment (by comparison,
water freezes at 0°C). Once that hurdle is overcome, the vaccine
can be administered at room temperature (up to 25°C).
The bad news is that the virus is mutating into strains that are more
effective at spreading. More bad news is that these new strains have
caused the imposition of “lockdown” measures in parts of Europe,
Great Britain, Canada and the USA. Expect therefore our 14-day
quarantine requirement to continue for an most of the year. But
the counter news is that these new strains are not as deadly as the
original strain and it appears that the vaccine is effective against
them. Also, happily, we know that non-medical interventions do
help.
The good news is that, according to our Government, we have
prepaid – at least partially - for the vaccine [to WHO/PAHO],
and even more money has been set aside for further purchases as
necessary. We have even noted that Taiwan has donated US $600K
to assist with the procurement of the vaccine. The bad news is

that we will have to wait as the developed world is hoarding the
vaccines, snapping up as much as 3 times their requirement as
a buffer against a market shortage. We imagine the justification
for this hoarding is their extremely high rates of infection and a
recalcitrant population.
The bad news is that we now have recorded 30+ cases in the
Federation, and of course that’s 30+ cases too many. The further
bad news is that presumably all of these cases, though testing
negative at the point of embarkation, were clearly infected –
meaning that the tests are not foolproof. The good news is that all
cases were imported and not due to community spread. There have
not been any deaths.
While it may seem that there is more bad news than good news,
that is not so. The fact that you are alive to read this editorial is
proof of this.
If we truly believe that our health is our wealth, then despite the
bad news, we must continue to do all that we can to protect both.
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LETTER
TO THE
EDITOR
From: Calvin Beach
Subject: Shark Attack
On behalf of many
Kittians and Nevisians I
pray for a speedy recovery of the young person
who was severely bitten
by a shark off the SKN
COAST.
Hopefully,
she recovers from what
must have been a very
frightful experience.
I suggest to our St. Kitts
and Nevis authorities
that some action should
be taken on behalf of our
residents and visitors
who enjoy our excellent
sea bathing, “para sailing”, snorkelling and
sea diving activities.
Our beaches and related
sea going activities are
important to our tourism businesses.
I am no expert on predatory fish, animals or
birds. However, from
the very little that I have
read, predatory animals,
birds or sea creatures

tend to return to areas
where they have had
successful feeding.
This shark could possibly be patrolling
the area where it had
success.
I suggest to our governments that an effort be made to “fish”
for sharks in the area
that the shark attack
occurred.
Every effort must be
made to capture any
shark that may frequent
the area and it’s surrounding areas for the
good of our residents,
visitors and tourists.
I am certain that their
are animal lovers who
will find my idea abhorrent, but, we have
to place our bathers......
residents, tourists and
students ahead of the
criticism that may come
from my suggestion.
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Fourth female
candidate
confirmed
for NRP
Dr. Patricia Bartlette new candidate for the NRP
By Monique Washington

A fourth female candidate
has been confirmed to run
for the Nevis Reformation
Party (NRP) in the next
Nevis Island Assembly
elections, which will be
held by 2022.
In less than one year, the
NRP has named four
women as candidates,
with one being chosen as
leader of the Party.
Dr. Patricia Bartlette announced on Thursday
(January 14) that she will
be the NRP’s candidate
for St. Johns.
“Sharing the good news
with my family, friends,
associates, well-wishers;
It is a pleasure to inform,
that I have been confirmed as the St John’s
constituency candidate
for the newly transformed
NRP. I have graciously
accepted this opportunity
which would allow me
to continue my lifelong
work in service to my
community,” she said.
“Your continuing support
and encouragement of my
efforts, in helping to effect
transformational change
in our society, is sincerely
appreciated.”
As the NRP’s new candidate, Bartlette will challenge for the St John’s
seat against Premier
of Nevis and leader of
the Concerned Citizens
Movement (CCM) Hon.
Mark Brantley, who has
held that seat for over a
decade.
Bartlette

will

be

joining NRP’s recently
announced
candidate
Jeadee Caines (who replaced the party’s most
recent leader Robelto
Hector), Janice DanielHodge - daughter of the
late Sir Simeon Daniel
- who was chosen as
the leader of the party
in September 2020 during the Party’s convention, and the party’s lone
Nevis Island Assembly
parliamentarian Cleone
Stapleton-Simmonds,

who replaced outgoing
representative and former
leader of the NRP, Hon.
Joseph Parry.
In March 2020, StapletonSimmonds was successful in a by-election in St.
Thomas. She beat her
opponent Keith “Dis and
Dat” Scarborough of
the Concerned Citizens
Movement.
Bartlette said that there is
“much work to be done”,

and she has “utmost” confidence that “together we
can do it”.
“We can create a Nevis
where ALL (not just a
favoured minority) of
our people can live dignified and fulfilling lives; I
would be depending on
you to make it happen!”
Currently, the NRP has
not named any candidate
for St. George’s.
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New Hotel for Nevis?
By Monique Washington

Premier of Nevis and
Minister of Tourism Hon.
Mark Brantley has revealed that there will be
a new hotel coming to
Nevis, but says he will
“leave the details until a
later time”.
This past week, Premier
Brantley said he was
“happy to sign deal
for luxury One&Only
Resorts in Nevis after
lengthy negotiations. We
look forward to the start
of construction this year” .
According
to
the
One&Only Resorts and
Private Homes website,
the resorts and hotels
“are havens of outstanding style and service that
place you in the heart of
every fascinating environment. With incredible tailored experiences across
beach, nature, and urban
locations, and spectacular spaces to simply ‘be’;
unforgettable moments
begin at One&Only”
Currently,
One&Only
Resorts have locations
in Palmilla, Los Cabos;
Reethi Rah, Maldives; Le
Saint Géran, Mauritius;
Palm, Dubai; Mirage,
Cape Town, South Africa;
Wolgan Valley, Australia;
Gorilla’s Nest, Rwanda;
Desaru Coast, Malaysia;
Mandarina and Mexico.
A location in Portonovi,
Montenegro will be opening in March this year,
while Kéa Island, Greece
and Za’abeel, Dubai will
also be opened soon
The Observer contacted
Premier Brantley who
said that he will reveal
more information about
the new, proposed hotel at his monthly press
conference. He further
stated that he was “not
saying too much, as the
developers and the hotel
brand want to handle the
announcement”.

This new development
will join some 26 others
that have been proposed
for Nevis since 2011, including two for St. Paul’s;
nine for St. Thomas’; 12
for St. James; two for St.
George’s and one for St.
John’s.
Projects that have commenced include Candy
Resort, Mount Nevis
Expansion,
Hurricane
Cove
Bungalow
Development, Cove and
Butler’s Estate Resort.
St. James, and Tamarind
Cove in St. Thomas’.
One of the more recent
developments
being
planned is the US$160
million project in St.
James, that will be the
Wyndham Hotel Group,
the world’s largest hotel
company, based on number of hotels, and one of
three hospitality business units of Wyndham
Worldwide
Phase one of the two-year
project and construction
was proposed to begin
in mid-2017. The resort
is expected to have 170
suites, condominiums and
villas ranging from 900 to
5,100 square feet; a private beach club; five dining areas; infinity pools;
more than 10,000 square
feet of meeting space; a
spa; and more. This project has not begun as yet.
The Observer has learned
that the hotel will be constructed at Indian Castle
that was supposed to be
the Aman Hotel, but it
seems like Aman Resorts
has backed out.
This publication has
learned that they plan
to begin construction in
August, and part of the
deal is that government is
putting up the land. Colin
Dore and Wakely Daniel
are government representatives on the company’s
board.

Premier of Nevis and Minister of Tourism Hon. Mark Brantley signing hotel deal

Vacancy Advertising
Talent Acquisition
Interview Services
Employment Reference
Checks

Performance Management
Policy Drafting
Operational HR Support

Open Enrollment Courses
Customised Training
Psychometric Assessments

Job Search
Résumé Booster
Interview Preparation
Career Advice

TALENT+ is the brainchild of Camara C. Lee, who founded the company
in June 2020 in St. Kitts and Nevis. Camara recognised a need for
independent, expert career advice for job seekers as well as human
resource support services for businesses. TALENT+ seeks to bridge this
gap by offering an array of services to both job seekers and businesses.

We help candidates secure employment opportunities by portraying their best and
truest selves through professional résumé editing and interview preparation
services.
Similarly, we strive to develop a talent pipeline to meet the needs of employers for
short-notice vacancies, temporary support or full-time roles, and long-term, talent
acquisition strategies. Our unique 360-degree approach means that the people
you are looking for are already talking to us.
As your strategic HR business partner, we also provide unparalleled support
services to align your organisation with HR best practices, improving workplace
productivity and unlocking long-term firm value.

TALENT+ operates a first of its kind applicant tracking platform, in St.
Kitts and Nevis. This allows businesses to connect with applicants:
P: +1 869 663-7266
E: info@talentplushr.com
W: www.talentplushr.com

facebook.com/talentplusskn
instagram.com/talentplusskn

Post jobs directly to the candidate job portal
Direct access via our client portal
Review applicants
Perform candidate screening questionnaires
Track applicants throughout the recruitment process
Schedule interviews
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Taiwan Embassy
seeks increased
participation for
scholarship
programs
Resident Ambassador of the Republic of China Tom Lee
By Loshaun Dixon

The Embassy of the
Republic
of
China
(Taiwan) is encouraging
citizens of St. Kitts and
Nevis to apply for the
scholarship opportunities
their country is offering,
and hoping for an increase
in such applications.
The Embassy announced
that the 2021 MOFA
Taiwan
Scholarship
and
Taiwan
ICDF
International
Higher
Education Scholarship
Programs are open for application. Persons who are
from St. Kitts and Nevis,
and interested in seeking
a Bachelor’s, Master’s
or doctoral degree in
Taiwan, are encouraged
to apply through the
Ministry of Education of
St. Kitts and Nevis.

regulations as it relates to
COVID-19 and incoming
passengers, so a new student would have to quarantine for 14 days if the
global situation remains
the same in August

nationality; photocopy of
the highest-level diploma
or certificate of equivalent
educational level, and a
complete grade transcript,
along with two letters of
reference.

He also explained why
Taiwan would be a good
environment for learning
for a citizen of St. Kitts
and Nevis.

Incomplete documents
and belated applications
will not be processed.
Scholarship-granting
approvals will be made
by a joint committee in
Taiwan.

“We are doing very well
in terms of physical learning and the quality of our
education system is very
good.”
He said students from
St. Kitts and Nevis in
Taiwan use social media
to connect, and have created a strong Kittitian and
Nevisian community.

The MOFA Taiwan
scholarship requires a first
In an interview with year Mandarin learning in
Resident
Ambassador Taiwan before a degree
Tom Lee, he said that last program starts. All the
year, 34 applicants were courses in Taiwan will be
chosen for the MOFA conducted in Mandarin,
scholarship, while only and qualified recipients
10 were chosen for the should be over 18 years
old and possess a high
ICDF.
school diploma or above.
He said they were hoping
more students can apply Applicants must apply to
so that more can have the the Ministry of Education
before March 31st, 2021,
opportunity.
for onward further review
Ambassador Lee said, and forward to Taiwan.
currently, the learning
environment is normal, Applicants are required to
and students go to school present a completed apphysically. He said in plication form; photocopy
Taiwan, the govern- of their passport or other
ment has imposed strict documents that prove

For the Taiwan ICDF
International
Higher
Education Scholarship,
all courses in Taiwan will
be conducted in English.
Qualified
recipients
should be over 18 years
old and possess a high
school diploma or above.
Applicants are required
to finish applying procedures with the Ministry of
Education of St. Kitts and
Nevis before March 15th,
2021, for further review
and forward to Taiwan.
Applicants should submit a completed application form (completed
online：http://web.icdf.
org.tw/ICDF_TSP/
WelcomeStart.aspx,
printed out and signed；
photocopy of applicant’s
passport or other document showing proof of
nationality, a photocopy
of applicant’s highest-level diploma and academic
transcripts and two letters
of reference. The online
application system will
be closed on March 14,

2021.
For this program, the applicant must also visit
the individual program
website, provide all enrollment
application
documents (print out

and sign it) and mail to
the chosen university in
Taiwan. The applicants’
enrollment application
should be received by the
chosen university before
the deadline set by that
university.

Incomplete documents
and belated applications
will not be accepted or
processed. The admission
decision will be made
by a joint committee in
Taiwan.
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Liburd is new Permanent Representative to the UN
By Loshaun Dixon

Former Minister of
Public Infrastructure Ian
‘Patches’ Liburd has been
named as the Federation’s
new
Permanent
Representative to the
United Nations, replacing
Sam Condor, who vacated the position ahead of
the June 5, 2020 election.
Liburd, who served as a
Minister of Government
from February 2015
to June 2020, lost his
East Basseterre seat to
St. Kitts-Nevis Labour
Party’s Dr Geoffrey
Hanley. He was also
unsuccessful in an election petition to challenge
the seat, and had since
been appointed by Prime
Minister Dr. Timothy
Harris as Ambassador in
the Office of the Prime
Minister and Special
Advisor to the Ministry of
Public Infrastructure.
The news was disclosed
by Dr Harris, who said
that Liburd was “well
suited and experienced to
take up the mantle”.
“The United Nations is
the premier global organization, with over
193 member states and
a large number of entities accredited to it.
Ambassador Liburd has
served the Country well
as its Minister of Public
Infrastructure, et al. He is
well versed in a range of
public and private sector
matters, and will be an asset to our Country.”
Dr Harris also announced
Foreign Service Officers
that are being transferred
to postings at Embassies
and Missions abroad.
They include Sheldon
Henry, who will join
Ambassador Liburd at
the Permanent Mission
to the United Nations as
the Second Secretary;
Shanelle
Simmonds,
who has been approved
for assignment to the
Permanent Mission to the
OAS in Washington D.C.
as First Secretary; and
Denaula Laplace, who
will now serve in the High
Commission in Ottawa as
Second Secretary.

Minister
Eugene
Hamilton congratulated
Liburd on his appointment to the post.

a fantastic job in that
position and the country
would be proud of his
representation.”

“I know that he will do

The post became vacant

when on May 21, 2020,
Condor announced his
resignation, while alleging that Team Unity had
not “fulfilled the Good
Governance Agenda.”

Ian Liburd (File Photo)
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St. Kitts and
Nevis developing
a National
Gender Policy
BASSETERRE,
St.
Kitts — In keeping
with the United Nations
Sustainable Development
Goal #5, which is to
achieve gender equality
and empower all women
and girls, St. Kitts and
Nevis is currently developing a National Gender
Policy, according to Celia
Christopher, Director of
the Department of Gender
Affairs.

further highlighted the
need for a National
Gender Policy.
“The country needs
as a matter of priority to develop a National
Gender Policy,” said Mrs.
Christopher.
Mrs. Christopher said
that the objective of the
National Gender Policy
is to provide an institu-

have equal access to
all of the resources in
the country, participate
equally in every area of
national endeavour, and
that cultural barriers to the
realization of equality are
addressed.”
Mrs. Christopher noted
that although St. Kitts
and Nevis has enshrined
in its Constitution nondiscrimination on the

“The need therefore for a comprehensive
gender policy to assist with the mainstreaming
of gender in all sectors of government and
civil society is evident,”
Mrs. Christopher said
that since 1999, the
Federation has attempted
to address the integration
of gender into its policies
and programmes.
“The need therefore for
a comprehensive gender policy to assist with
the mainstreaming of
gender in all sectors of
government and civil
society is evident,” said
Mrs. Christopher.
The
recommendation
from the 2014 Gender
Equality Study funded by the Caribbean
Development
Bank

tional framework that will
assist the Government
of St. Kitts and Nevis in
facilitating gender equality and empowerment in
keeping with Sustainable
Development Goals and
other international instruments, which the state is a
signatory.
She said the policy will
ensure that men and
women have equal access
to resources.
“This is key because in
society we have all sorts
of groups out there, men
and women,” she said.
“They must be able to

grounds of sex, and is a
signatory to several international conventions
such as the Convention
on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination
Against Women (1979)
and the Commonwealth
Plan of Action for Gender
Equality (1995), there is
still a significant disparity
between the de facto and
de jure Equality.
Since 1999, St. Kitts and
Nevis has attempted to
introduce the full definition of gender while also
addressing the integration
of gender into its policies
and programmes.
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Celia Christopher, Director of the Department of Gender Affairs.
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ST KITTS-NEVIS CITIZENSHIP BY INVESTMENT PROGRAMME

CONCEPT TO
CREATION

A strong CBI Programme aims to:
• Create job opportunities
• Upgrade the interior airport terminal building
• Complete the construction of the Old Road Bay realignment project
• Install a new runway and lighting at the RLB International Airport
• Construct more hotels
• Construct better roads
• Construct the bus terminals
• Complete the second cruise pier

Prosperity for our country, a bright future for our people. ciu.gov.kn
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Alexander Hamilton’s birthday
celebration downsized

“We’ll be back bigger and better next year” - NHCS
By Monique Washington

The
celebration
of
Alexander
Hamilton’s
birthday in Nevis this
year had to be downsized
because of COVID 19
regulations, but members
of the Nevis Historical
and Conservation Society
(NHCS) are not deterred,
as plans for next year
might be the biggest yet.

but this year that was unable to happen. This year
they had a scaled-down
version of the tea party,
where 25 people attended
due to the COVID-19
regulations. We toasted,
we sang happy birthday
and we had cake; that was
all we were able to do,” he
said.

The Observer spoke
with one of the members
of the NHCS, Richard
Lupinacci, who noted that
this year they had a downscaled birthday event.

Lupinacci revealed that
they are “planning a
big event next year for
Hamilton’s birthday”. He
said that they have erected
a “bigger than life statue”
of Hamilton, which he
said stands 9 feet high.

“Normally we have a live
link between the Mayor
of New York and also
downtown New York,

“The statue is already
made and is sitting in
storage, and is waiting to
be shipped to Nevis. It

was donated by a private
donor,” he said.
Lupinacci noted that they
are still raising funds for
the scholarship
Every year, NHCS hosts
the Alexander Hamilton
Scholarship Fundraising
Tea Party on the lawns of
the Hamilton Museum.
The scholarship began
over 50 years ago, and is
awarded to four first form
students to assist them in
their academic endeavours throughout secondary school. It was initiated
by the Trott family to raise
scholarship funds for deserving students, in the
tradition of Nevis-born
American founding father, Alexander Hamilton.

The fundraising endeavour, which is geared
towards assisting needy
students at public secondary schools each year,
is a collaborative effort
between the Ministry of
Social Development, specifically the Department
of
Community
Development and the
Nevis Historical and
Conservation Society

The recipients will receive
a cheque for $500 annually. As part of the scholarship, students are required
to contribute some hours
of community service at
the Hamilton Museum of
the Nevis Historical and
Conservation
Society,
maintain academic eligibility, and submit report
forms and other documentation required for the

scholarship programme.
Last year’s recipients
were Stephan Leader and
Noella Maynard from
Gingerland Secondary
School,
and
Kaya
Williams-Mulraine and
Jae-Ele Swanston from
Charlestown Secondary
School.
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Trump’s Senate Trial Will Continue into the Biden Administration
Donald Trump faces
trial in the Senate after
becoming the first US
president to be charged
with misconduct in office
for a second time.
Mr Trump is accused
of inciting a mob that
stormed Congress last
week after he repeated
false claims of election
fraud. Five people died.
The trial will be held after the president leaves
office next Wednesday.
If Mr Trump is convicted,

senators could also vote
to bar him from ever
holding public office
again.

the vote, he called on
his supporters to remain
peaceful, without mentioning his impeachment.

The
trial
follows
Wednesday’s vote in the
House of Representatives
that formally charged –
or impeached – the president with “incitement of
insurrection” for his role
in the riot.

Can Trump be removed
or banned from politics?

The Republican president has rejected responsibility for the violence.
In a video released by
the White House after

The FBI has warned of
possible armed protests
planned for Washington
DC and all 50 US state
capitals in the days before

‘Symbolic but necessary’: US voters react
What happens to impeached presidents?

Joe Biden, a Democrat,
is inaugurated as the new
US president.
What happens next?

or serious trial” could
conclude given “the
rules, procedures, and
Senate precedents” that
govern trials involving
presidents.

The Senate – the upper house of the US
Congress – will hold a
trial to determine the
president’s guilt but this
will not happen during
Mr Trump’s remaining
week in office.

A two-thirds majority
will be needed to convict Mr Trump, meaning
at least 17 Republicans
would have to vote with
Democrats in the evenly
split, 100-seat chamber.

Republican
Senate
leader Mitch McConnell
said there was “simply
no chance that a fair

As
many
as
20
Republicans are open to
convicting the president,
the New York Times

reported on Tuesday. In
a note to colleagues, Mr
McConnell said he had
not made a final decision
on how he would vote.
If Mr Trump is convicted,
senators could then hold
another vote to block him
from running for elected
office again, which he
has indicated he planned
to do in 2024.
Mr Trump was impeached by the House in
2019 over his dealings
with Ukraine, but acquitted by the Senate.

Page:15

The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday January 15th, 2021

News
LOCAL
NEWS

Hawley: Pageants to return
bigger and better than ever
By Loshaun Dixon

in participation.

Chair of the National
Carnival
Committee,
Shannon Hawley, is
promising a return of the
major pageants for Sugar
Mas 50, after they were
scrapped for the previous
edition held in December.

“The pageants will be
back; we opened and
closed registration for
pageants for the 50th
anniversary.”

Sugar Mas 49 did
not have the National
Carnival Queen Pageant,
the National Carnival
Talented
Teen
and
the National Carnival
Swimwear Pageants.
In an interview with state
media, Hawley said that
the pageants will return
for Sugar Mas 50, and
have seen large interests

She continued, “We have
a number of individuals
who have applied. We are
going to shortly be doing
auditions because of the
sheer number of prospective participants, and we
are going to be launching
pageant contestants hopefully in the first quarter of
this year.”
Hawley said that with
the earlier than normal announcement, the
public would have an

opportunity to follow and
connect with the participants throughout the year.

said efforts were made to
see how they could improve the final product.

“Individuals will be able
to follow them on the road
to the National Carnival
Competitions, and have
an experience, and sponsors are going to be able
to have their participants
participate in any marketing activities.

“For the soca monarch,
we felt it was important to
take a step back, analyze
where the competition
has gone over the past ten
years, and see where we
could build on it.

“The pageants will be
back and you will be
hearing very shortly who
will be participating.”
Also making a return for
Sugar Mas 50 would be
the Soca Monarch - that
was also not held for
Sugar Mas 49 - and she

“I think it was very important not just to have a
knock-up soca monarch.
A number of artists we
spoke to leading up to the
December period, said
they didn’t think that was
the year to have the soca
monarch, let us look at
ways we can re-engage
the soca artists and make

this one of the biggest
competitions for the 50th
anniversary.”
She said they were looking forward to the 50th
anniversary, and the challenge is to surpass Sugar
Mas 49.
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Double
homicide rocks
McKnight
community
By Loshaun Dixon

clues into the matter.

Two families in the
McKnight community
are left to mourn after two
of their relatives - young
men, aged 19 and 20 were shot dead Monday
night on Thibou Avenue.

The Police said in a
statement, “Upon arrival,
the motionless body of
20-year-old
Lamont
Heyliger of McKnight
was met laying on the
ground with what appeared to be multiple gunshot wounds about the
body. A second individual, 19-year-old Jahquan
Merritt of Fort Thomas
Road, sustained a gunshot wound to the head
and was transported to the
JNF General Hospital via
the Emergency Medical
Service ambulance.”

The incident left their
mothers searching for
answers as the two childhood friends were mercilessly gunned down - one
dying at the scene and the
other in hospital later that
evening.
At about 7:00 pm shots
rang out on Lower Thibou
Avenue, sending that area
and nearby communities into panic. When
the smoke had cleared,
the body of 20-year-old
Lamont Heyliger of
McKnight was seen lying
on the ground. Nineteenyear-old Jahquan Merritt
of Fort Thomas Road,
who had also been shot,
was then rushed to the
JNF General Hospital
where he later succumbed
to his injuries.
The Police confirmed the
incident, and said they
were investigating the
matter that was responded
to by several units. A barricade was erected on the
western side of the Bay
Road, and police vehicles
could be seen driving
through the community,
as the officers sought

Merritt was pronounced
dead just before 10:00
pm.
The police said investigations have so far revealed
that Heyliger, Merritt and
other persons were in a
shed, when an individual shot both men. The
District Medical Officer
subsequently arrived at
the scene and pronounced
Heyliger dead.
Personnel from the
Forensic Services Unit
processed the scene and
collected items of evidential value. Investigations
into the matter are ongoing. One person is in custody assisting Police with
investigations.
Parliamentary
Representative for the

area, Jonel Powell commented on the double
homicide, noting that the
community was robbed
of two young men in the
prime of their lives.
“Every single act of
violence is one too
many. We cannot afford for our McKnight;
for our Federation, to be
robbed of young people
with so much potential.
Especially to the grieving
mothers, my constituents,
Shawna and Jovanna.
and their families that
have been torn apart by
this senseless violence.
Please accept my heartfelt condolences. No parent should be left grieving
their child.”
Powell, who is also the
Minister of Youth, said
the loss of young lives
is a loss not only for
the McKnight community, but for the entire
Federation.
“We cannot and will not
go back to a community
where people feel fearful for themselves and
their loved ones. It is a
difficult time for Central
Basseterre, but we will
remain
‘McKnight
strong’ and fix this problem, together.”
These are the first homicides in St. Kitts and
Nevis for 2021.
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New Dealers: Cabinet green-lights
board t o guide medical marijuana

By Loshaun Dixon

Prime Minister of St. Kitts
and Nevis, Dr Timothy
Harris, has announced
that his Cabinet has
agreed to the establishment of a board to guide
the Medicinal Cannabis
Authority.
Speaking at his monthly
press conference on
Thursday, Dr. Harris did
not disclose who will
make up the membership
of this board, but said that
its composition is being
actively pursued. He said
that the board shall be responsible for the policy,
strategic direction, and
governance of the new
authority.
The Medicinal Cannabis
Authority,
established
under the Cannabis Bill,
2020, will provide for
the lawful access to medicinal cannabis as an
alternative treatment for
persons who are suffering from a qualifying

medical condition, and to
provide for a comprehensive licensing scheme to
regulate the cultivation,
supply, possession, production and use of medicinal cannabis.
“In performing its func-

the management and development of an efficient
and regulated medicinal
cannabis industry; ensure that the Authority
receives and manages its
funds in a prudent manner, and do all such things
as the Board reasonably

In February 2020, the
National
Assembly
passed legislation giving
the green-light to a suite
of legislation, aimed at
decriminalizing marijuana for medicinal purposes, as well as establishing
a new authority to oversee

update the law even further, resulting in it being a
ticketable offence for possession of up to 56 grams
of cannabis or up to 15
grams of cannabis.

The Medicinal Cannabis Authority, established
under the Cannabis Bill, 2020, will provide
for the lawful access to medicinal cannabis
as an alternative treatment ...
tions, the Board shall
monitor the administrative operations of the
Authority; submit recommendations to the Cabinet
in relation to the issuing
of licenses and other authorizations; advise the
minister on matters of
general policy relating to

considers necessary or expedient for the purpose of
carrying out its functions
under this Act.”
The Board is expected to
consist of representatives
from various Government
ministries, as well as
members of civil society.

the industry.
When Prime Minister
Harris introduced the
Cannabis Bill, 2020, he
also introduced the Drugs
(Prevention & Abatement
of the Misuse and Abuse
of Drugs) (Amendment)
Bill, 2020, which seeks to

The possession of 15
grams or less of cannabis
or 5 grams or less of cannabis resin is a ticketable
offence - an amendment
that was written into the
parent bill by the Team
Unity Government, and
passed by the assembly
on July 31st, 2019.

During
that
sitting,
Attorney General Vincent
Byron
had
moved
the second reading of
the Criminal Records
(Rehabilitation
of
Offenders) (Amendment)
Bill, 2019, dealing with
the expungement of
records for possession
of small amounts of
marijuana.
Byron emphasised that
the bill was an important
piece of legislation that
“would affect many of
the young people in the
Federation, and give them
a new breath of life, and
we will move forward in
a way so they have hope
and optimism”.
He said that in 20 years,
808 people had been
convicted with small
amounts of cannabis, and
they would now be able to
apply for, and have their
records expunged.
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Nevisian scholarship awardee appreciative of
opportunity to study Graphic Design in Romania
NIA CHARLESTOWN
NEVIS (January 13,
2020) -- Miss Kianna
Lawrence of Nisbett
Settlement in Newcastle,
Nevis, says she is proud
to be the first Nevisian
awarded a scholarship to
study in Romania.

Degree in Graphic Design
at the West University of
Timisoara. I am both
humbled and ecstatic
to be one of the first recipients of this Romanian
Scholarship as I have always dreamt of studying
in Europe.

The scholarship was
awarded by the Romanian
Government to pursue
studies in Graphic Design
at the West University of
Timisoara. Ms. Lawrence
expressed appreciation
for the opportunity to further her studies.

“Europe is known for its
architecture and design,
hence gaining knowledge
and experience from this
region would be a steppingstone in advancing
my career. Research is
an open door to success,
however, to be successful
you must take advantage
of every opportunity that
can help you achieve your
goal,” she said.

“I am a proud recipient of the Romanian
Scholarship which affords me the opportunity
to pursue a Bachelors’

The scholarship recipient

also urged others to take
advantage of opportunities to advance their career goal.
“Many persons have
asked me ‘why are you
going so far?’ My simple
reply is ‘the USA is also
far.’ Never turn down an
opportunity to achieve
your goals, regardless of
how far you must go to
achieve them. Trust in
God and he will direct
your path,” she said.
Ms. Lawrence was
awarded the scholarship
by the Romanian state
through the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs.

Miss Kianna Lawrence of Nisbett Settlement in Newcastle, Nevis
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Women urged to
attend free pap
smear screening

By Monique Washington

The Community Nursing
Service is gearing up
for its annual pap smear
screening
drive
on
Saturday, January 30, as
part of Cervical Cancer
Month, and urges all
sexually active females to
attend, and to know their
health status.
The free pap smear
screening will be held at
all of the health centres

the surface of the cervix
to become cancer cells.”
The Observer spoke
with Shelagh James,
Communications
Specialist with the Health
Promotion Unit, who noted that all sexually active
women, and women who
may have related issues
and a history of cancer
should attend, as early detection saves lives.
She added, “if you can-

results are ready, a nurse
will contact the patient. If
there are any abnormalities, the patient will be
referred to a doctor
James pointed out the
importance of having the
screening done on an annual basis.
“Women who are sexually active and would
have had children, they

“if you cannot make it on Saturday (January 30)
you can call the health centre in your
community and make an appointment”.
- Charlestown, Brown
Hill, Gingerland, Butlers,
Combermere and Cotton
Ground - from 8 am – 11
am.

not make it on Saturday
(January 30) you can call
the health centre in your
community and make an
appointment”.

According to the Mayo
Clinic “cervical cancer
is a type of cancer that
occurs in the cells of the
cervix — the lower part
of the uterus that connects
to the vagina. Various
strains of the human
papillomavirus (HPV),
a sexually transmitted
infection, play a role in
causing most cervical
cancer. When exposed to
HPV, a woman’s immune
system typically prevents
the virus from harming.
In a small group of women, however, the virus
survives for years, contributing to the process
that causes some cells on

James advised that those
people who wish to attend the screening should
avoid sexual intercourse
for 72 hours before having a pap smear; are not
to use vaginal douches,
spermicidal or jellies, 24
hours before a pap smear,
or schedule pap smears a
week after the menstrual
cycle.

should go and get it
done. Remember, your
cells change all the time.
When you get older they
do change as well. You do
not know what is going
on down there,” she said.
James said that all information given will be
dealt with in the strictest
confidence, and patients
should trust their medical
professional.

“All information is confidential. The informaThe examination lasts tion will be shared with
for about five minutes. A the client’s doctor, and a
nurse examines the cervix specialist if it comes to
then inserts a speculum, that. You have to trust the
uses a swab and take doctors, because it is they
a smear and that’s it. It who would have to deal
takes three to four weeks with it. Again I say, early
for the results. When the detection saves lives.
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From the
Supervisor of
Elections.

Vol II. Issue No 7:
The Objection Process
As we prepare to release
the Annual Register of
Voters due out by 31st
January, it is timely to discuss the process of objections that this list may give
rise to. It is important to
do so as, under my watch,
the office was challenged
twice at the High Court in December 2017 and in
June 2020. Both times
the challenge was not the
rightness or wrongness
of the decision, but rather
whether the process was
followed.
Objections result in hearings. They are magisterial
in nature in that they are
evidence based. Notice I
said evidence, i.e. information provided under
oath, and preferably via
affidavit. In fact, until recently, hearings were only
conducted at the magistrate’s courts.
An objection to a registration must be made on
Form 8/9, available at the
Electoral Office. It would
help if the objector state
more than that the voter
“never lived” at the address given. It is preferable to add the address
where the person is said
to live. This statement
that must be elaborated at
the hearing, under oath.
He who objects has 10

days from the posting of
the list to do so.
Notwithstanding, whatever cause is presented
for the objection, the
person being objected to,
the objectee, is notified
of the objection on Form
12. This form advises the
registrant of the time and
place where the hearing
is to be held and invites
him/her to attend. The
notice ends by giving the
Registration Officer the
authority to make a decision one way or the other,
even if the objectee does
not attend.
The form does not require
the identity of the objector. This notice, by law,
must be sent out, either
by registered mail or in
writing of which there is
evidence that it has been
received by the objectee.
We have started to deliver
these specific notices by
Bailiffs, who provide
notice of delivery via a
sworn affidavit of service. Also, by law, these
notices must be delivered
within 15 days of the receipt of the objection.
These timelines are critically important as they
can be a determining factor in court challenges.
This was so the case(s) of

2013.
On Form 13, the objector
is also notified of the date
and time of the hearing,
and advised that unless
the objector appears, the
matter shall be determined in his/her absence.
The law gives the
Registration Officer an
option of verifying the information presented. The
language is instructive:
“the Officer may, before
considering the objection,
carry out an investigation
and visit the address in
question for the purpose
of ascertaining whether
the person resides there.”
Like any other court case,
the law places the burden
of proof on the objector;
the objectee has no obligation to defend but can
do so if he/she wishes.
Upon hearing the objection and a decision is
reached and communicated, the aggrieved party
has the right of appeal to
a Judge in chambers, but
must do so within 7 days.
These steps are prescribed
to ensure the hallmark of
our electoral system; that
is one person pne vote in
the right place and fairness to all.

Page:21

Page:22

The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday January 15th, 2021

ADVERTISEMENTS
News
LOCAL
NEWS
INTERNATIONAL
NEWS

News
LOCAL
NEWS

The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday January 15th, 2021

Page:23

Page:24

The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday January 15th, 2021

