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By Monique Washington

The One Love Rastafari 
Movement’s tyre recy-
cling and organic farming 
school project, which was 
piloted at the St. James 
Primary School, is well 
on its way to benefiting 
the students, families, and 
the community.

The project began at the 
school three years ago. 
The students recycle tyres 
and use them as planters. 
Each student of the school 
is responsible for their 
tyre.

Speaking with the 
Observer on Thursday, 
Co-Chair of the One Love 
Rastafari Movement, Ras 
Iroy, revealed one of the 
aims of the project is the 
recycling of the tyres 
that are currently causing 
problems with the landfill.

“We know that tyres do 
not disintegrate like that, 
it takes quite a long time. 
Using the tyres as planters 
will enable the children 
to own a tyre and be able 
to manage it, in terms of 
weeds and watering,” he 
said.

Continuing, he said that 
they have “basically 
been establishing an or-
ganic vegetable garden.  
This project will provide 
hands-on training. The 
teachers can incorporate 
the garden into their les-
sons. Parents would have 

reported that their chil-
dren are coming home 
and planting a garden, 
and parents have been 
able to benefit from the 
produce that the students 
would have taken home,” 
he said.

He said that they have 
added a herbal garden as 
well, that contains lemon-
grass, rosemary, tarragon, 
basil, and paracetamol 
bush. While the vegetable 
garden contains string 
beans, sweet corn, lettuce, 
season pepper, sweet po-
tatoes and herbs  

Ras Iroy highlighted the 
benefits of the project not 
just for the students but 
for the entire community.

“One of the aims of the 
project is to give back to 
the community. We hope 
that the children will de-
velop a love for farming, 
whether it is on a large 
scale or a home garden. 
We have seen during 
these times, having a hand 
of bananas or breadfruit 
or pumpkin, some string 
beans coming out of your 
yard, helps tremendously 
on the budget.  And of 
course, it is better food 
to eat. Food that is home-
grown, local and not full 
of chemicals. 

“With the students go-
ing home with what 
they grew, we hope that 
it will spark the interest 
in the parents. Students 

will benefit, the school’s 
meal program will ben-
efit; teachers, parents and 
the whole community at 
large,” he said.

He said that in the be-
ginning, the One Love 
Rastafari Movement was 
the sole funder of the 
project. But with the suc-
cess of the initiative, other 
sponsors have come on 
board.

“We would have funded 
this project on our own 
when we started. Interest 
grew and we wanted to 
expand. We went out into 
the community and would 
have gotten support from 
TDC, Development 
Bank, Nevis Car Rental, 
and Department of 
Agriculture. We were able 
to expand and add another 
section. In that section is 
where the teachers would 
do their planting, but we 
would plant general stuff 
that would aid the kitchen. 
It has been successful. We 
have seen a lot of school 
gardens pop up here and 
there,” he said.

He noted that some of 
the challenges of sustain-
ing such a project are 
the maintenance of the 
garden. 

“Teachers must be a part 
of the project. They must 
be able to take the chil-
dren down there and have 

a session, so that they 
would be able to maintain 
their crops,” he said.

He noted that they hope 
to partner with the various 
Ministries of government 

in being able to get re-
sources that will help 
them in the maintenance.

“We see it as a very 
important project, and 
pledge our support to the 

school.  We will continue 
to try our best to lobby 
and partner with other 
stakeholders in moving 
forward, so that this could 
be successful and sustain-
able,” he said. 

LOCAL NEWS

Community benefits from Rastafari 
Movement’s recycling and farming 

Students at the st james primary school garden
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Despite  
COVID-19 impact, 

IICA promises 
continued  

support 
By Monique Washington 

The new Coordinator 
for the Inter-American 
Institute for Cooperation 
on Agriculture (IICA) 
in St Kitts and Nevis, 
Sharon Jones, has assured 
the Agriculture sector in 
the Federation of IICA’s 
commitment, despite be-
ing negatively impacted 
by COVID-19.

 “Last year was really hard 
for IICA, because most 
of our funding comes 
from the Latin American 
countries which were hit 
by COVID-19. Because 
of this, a lot of the proj-
ects that had been previ-
ously accepted had to be 
squashed for St Kitts and 
Nevis, because we didn’t 
have the funding,” Jones 
reflected.

Continuing, she informed 
that this year is “no ex-
ception”, as IICA still has 
a deficit. She noted that 
what they are doing is 
collaborating with some 
of the other Caribbean is-
lands to get projects. 

Jones said that IICA has 
approved several proj-
ects that she describes as 
“small” but, “we are hop-
ing that we can have the 
linkages that we can learn 
from the other islands, so 
we don’t have the same 
mistakes and have an 
easier dissemination of 
information.”

Jones who took the post 
in March 2020, after for-
mer IICA Coordinator 

Augustine Merchant 
retired after serving 19 
years with the organiza-
tion, however highlighted 
the achievement of IICA 
in 2020 in Nevis.

“2020 was an exceptional 
year. Two weeks after (the 
lockdowns) the director 
(of Agriculture Randy 
Elliott) in Nevis called 
up, and we began meeting 
and visiting farms. That 
was a very good time for 
me to see what was hap-
pening in St Kitts and 
Nevis. It was very good 
for me to get a good un-
derstanding of what was 
going on. We did a lot of 
virtual meeting, training 
and surveys, and con-
nected with stakehold-
ers. We had face to face 
meetings with the back-
yard farmers. That was in 
conjunction with Gender 
Affairs and Community 
Development,” she said.

Jones added that in the 
early months of her 
tenure, farmers who 
had been impacted by 
COVID-19 were also af-
fected by drought at that 
time of the year.

“That brought the rel-
evance of water security 
that is needed within St 
Kitts and Nevis. Working 
with a project that was 
started first by my 
IICA predecessor, Mr. 
Merchant, he boosted 
a project that goes to-
wards the Green Climate 
Fund - where a consul-
tant was hired to write a 
concept note to look at 

water security in lieu of 
climate change, and to 
build resilience within the 
agriculture sector, looking 
at both field farming and 
greenhouse farming,” she 
said.

Jones promised that in 
2021, IICA will continue 
to seek funding from the 
Green Climate Fund, 
and hopes to receive it 
by the first quarter of this 
year. One such funding 
is for “strengthening the 
foundation of a climate-
responsive agriculture 
sector in the Caribbean”.

“It will be focusing pri-
marily on the Department 
of Agriculture, and trying 
build up the competencies 
within the department - 
and with the allied coop-
eratives, and even for the 
private sector -  so that 
projects can be written 
and geared towards the 
Green Climate Fund. This 
project is $1.2 million 
amongst nine countries,” 
she said.

 Jones reconfirmed IICA’s 
pledge to continued 
support.

“We are always available. 
We are working with you. 
We want to partner with 
you as much and as fruit-
ful as possible. Our doors 
are always open. I look 
forward to 2021, working 
with you to help build St. 
Kitts and Nevis’ agricul-
ture production.” 

.” 

Sharon Jones of IICA



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday January 22nd, 2021 NewSPage:4 NewsPage:4

Walls
EDItORIAl

EDITORIAL

Metaphorically, America built several walls, and Mexico did not 
pay for any of them. These walls were not on the border with a 
foreign country, rather they were mostly in Washington DC, and 
created separation between the government and the people.

In a strange aftermath to the election, Trump insisted that he won 
although approximately 83.5 million persons did NOT vote for 
him. He continued to insist he’d get a second term even after the 
electoral college and Congress agreed that Biden’s popular win 
(with over 81 million votes) converted to 306 votes vs the 234 
for Trump.  Trump lost any which way it was tabulated. And in 
politics, there is no prize for second place: the winner takes all!

In insisting that he won when he lost, Trump has built himself into 
his own personal wall.  With impeachment, he could be prevented 
from challenging for and holding public office ever again.  That’s 
what walls do: they limit possibilites.

Republican Senator Lankford, one of Trump’s supporters, had an 
epiphany. He said that he did not realise that his questioning of the 
results in the way he did was a questioning of the value and validity 
of the votes of people of colour. He accepted Black votes for 
Trump, but challenged the Black vote against Trump.  Put another 
way, he was unhappy that black people had broken out of the wall 

of silence, of fear, of apathy, and having thought through the issues 
(of covid, of racism, of poverty, of deprivation), cast their vote the 
way they did in states that “turned” blue. Lankford, and people like 
him, by their actions, have built themselves another wall.

There was yet a third wall built, this one with Trump’s own words.  
Trump was beaten into submission by “sleepy” Joe, the “worst 
candidate” ever; and by a coloured woman, whose parents are from 
“s***hole countries”; who never entered a beauty pageant and who 
cannot be grabbed.  Those words have walled the Donald into a 
corner.

It appears that there are persons (Republicans) who truly believe 
that they were ordained to be in authority and sent by God.  Many 
of these persons are evangelicals.  Why do they need us mortals to 
ratify His decision via an election? What does it mean to them that 
God allowed the Democrats to win not only the Presidency but also 
the House and the Senate?

As America engages in serious post-riot soul searching, may they 
reflect on the words of the hymn which states, paraphrased: give 
praise to the Lord who when darkness of sin is abounding, who 
when the godless triumph all virtue confounding, sheds his light 
and chases the horrors of night, saints with His mercy surrounding.  
God’s speed to President Biden and team!
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Authorities make  
concerted effort to  

address vending issues 
By Monique Washington 

The issue of street 
vending, or improper 
placement of vending 
facilities, has once again 
been placed on the front 
burner by the authorities, 
and decisions are be-
ing made to alleviate the 
problem.

On Wednesday, Premier 
of Nevis Mark Brantley 
revealed that Market 
Street will soon be as-
signed for vendors and 
traffic will no longer be 
able to access that road.

“That street will become 
pedestrian-only for ven-
dors to sell,” he said.

Brantley pointed out that 
vendors can also access 
the market, which can ac-
commodate 24 vendors. 
He noted that currently 
there are only seven ven-
dors that are there every 
day, while on Saturdays, 
there is an additional 
seven vendors. 

“I am saying to our peo-
ple, from a position of 
fairness, it is unfair for 
some vendors to be asked 
to go into the market and 
pay $5, and be respon-
sible and do the right 
thing. And others who de-
cide that they are not go-
ing into the market, they 
are going to set up a tray 
right outside the market 
door on the street or they 
are going to go on Main 
Street, Charlestown, or 
they are going to go on 
the square and sell the 
same as the person in 
the market. It puts those 
people who are respon-
sible and in the market, 
in a difficult position. It is 
unfair to them.” 

Brantley assured that the 
NIA is not banning vend-
ing in Charlestown, but 
simply asking vendors to 

relocate.

“We cannot allow 
Charlestown to descend 
into chaos,” he said.

The Observer was ap-
proached on Wednesday 
by a farmer/vendor who 
expressed his concerns 
about the issue. He noted 
that last Friday (January 
15) he was informed by 
the Police that they would 
no longer be allowed to 
vend in Charlestown or 
the surrounding areas.

“I was shocked when they 
asked us to leave from up 
by IGA Valu Mart (Pump 
Road). But I guess that is 
around Charlestown,” he 
said.

He said that with the im-
plementation of the rule, 
many people will lose 
money, and some will 
lose their job.

“I had a young lady work-
ing for me; she has her 
work permit, but after 
we were asked to move, 
I had to terminate her. I 
don’t have any work for 
her right now anymore,” 
he said.

He noted that he made 
an attempt to get into the 
market, but the market 
was filled.

“Everywhere you go in 
the Caribbean you have 
vendors on the street side. 
But now…I don’t know. 
You would have thought 
that because we are in 
COVID time, and every-
one is trying to hustle, that 
they would have given us 
a chance but, no. Street 
vendors help the econo-
my,” he said.

The Observer visited the 
market on Wednesday.  
One vendor who once 
sold her goods by a store-
front said that she now 

walks Charlestown with 
her produce in a basket 
selling to people.

“That is what I have to 
do. In the market is slow. 
There is no parking down 
here, so no one wants to 
stop. Up in Charlestown, 
a person might be passing 
see something they want 
on my stall and buy it. 
But nothing is happening 
in the market,” she said.

In St. Kitts last week, 
Prime Minister Dr. 
Timothy Harris called for 
control of the improper 
placement of vending fa-
cilities in Basseterre 

“The matter of vending 
has been a source of con-
cern for quite some time.”

He said that these vend-
ing facilities overcrowd 
the streets of Basseterre, 
and expose the different-
ly-abled and elderly to 
risks and hazards, by their 
nature of being improp-
erly placed.

He said that what is tak-
ing place in Basseterre 
is not consistent with the 
government’s vision of 
a beautiful and friendly 
city, which allows pe-
destrians and motorists 
orderly, easy and safe ac-
cess through the city.

He announced that the 
Cabinet has approved 
an Inter-Ministerial 
Committee to examine 
and report on the matter 
of street vending.

“The Committee will 
include representatives 
from the Building Board, 
Ministry of Sustainable 
Development, Justice 
and Legal Affairs, two 
vendors, the Royal St 
Christopher and Nevis 
Police Force, Ministry of 
Agriculture, Chamber of 
Industry and Commerce, 

the Transportation Board, 
the Inland Revenue 
Department and the 
Ministry of Health,” said 
the Prime Minister. 

Street vendors in the 
Federation had again 
been warned to cease 
vending on the streets, 
sidewalks, public squares, 
and any other public areas 
in the island’s capital, or 
be slapped with a $1000 
fine.

In 2018, Premier Brantley 
had warned “illegal ven-
dors” to adhere to the 
warning issued by the po-
lice, to stop selling their 
products on the streets, 
sidewalks, public squares 
and any other public areas 
in Charlestown.

Section (3) of Chapter 
8.01 of the Vending 
Prohibition Ordinance 
prohibits vending on 

the streets, sidewalks, 
public squares and any 
other public areas in the 
island’s capital. A stiff 
fine of $1,000 or a prison 
sentence of three months 
may be imposed on per-
sons who break the law.

The Premier previously 
said that his administra-
tion would not allow 
Charlestown to “degener-
ate or disintegrate”. 
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Heartbreak as farmers’ 
crops vandalized 

By Monique Washington 

A farmer on Nevis who 
lost over EC$30,000 
worth of crops on 
Tuesday, said that he will 
not retaliate, but will re-
plant and rebuild his farm.

Keith “Keybo” Barzey 
of Bath Village had his 
farm in Westbury van-
dalized. He is one of 
many farmers who is 
farming on Government-
owned lands in Westbury. 
Speaking with the 
Observer on Wednesday, 
Barzey said he thinks that 
he knows who committed 
the crime, but he will not 
strike back.

“I have an idea about 
who did it. I know what 
can happen if I retaliate. I 
could, but where would it 
end? How far will it go?  
Well, I am ending it here. 
What I am going to do is 
to clean up my farm and 
replant my crops. There 

are no other plans. I have 
no retaliation over wick-
edness,” he said.

He recounted that on 
Tuesday morning when 

he first saw the condi-
tion of his farm, he was 
shocked. 

“Yesterday, (Tuesday) 
morning when I went 
to the water as usual, 
I just saw the whole 
farm destroyed. Banana 
trees chopped flat to the 
ground, papaya trees, 
mango trees, coconut 
trees, chopped down. 

When I first saw it was 
shocking,” he said.

Barzey valued the lost 
crops at EC$30,000. He 
added that he lost over 
1500 feet of pipe that was 
also chopped up.

The man said that he had 
been around farming for 
many years, but fell in 
love with farming when 
he met his wife, who is 
also a farmer.

“I grew up in farming. I 
got married to a woman 
who is into farming, and I 
helped her with farming. I 

got interested in it. I have 
had my farm for seven 
years,” he said. 

Barzey suspects that he 
was targeted because he 
cleaned a piece of land 
that another farmer want-

ed to occupy.

“All of this destruction 
is over land that I have 
already cleaned and they 
feel that they can occupy 
it. We live in a good and 
bad world. There are peo-
ple who do bad things, 
and that is what happened. 
Someone did something 
to me that is very bad. I 
am not worried about it. 

I leave those people to 
God.” 

Barzey said that he will 
continue to farm to pro-
vide for himself and 
others.

“I can’t buy three bananas 
for $7. How can I afford 
three bananas for $7? I 
can afford to plant it. I can 
afford to wait and watch it 
grow and produce. I will 
sell, give away and eat 
some,” he said. 

“I have an idea about who did it. I know 
what can happen if I retaliate. I could, 

but where would it end?  
How far will it go?  
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Minister of Agriculture, Hon. Alexis Jeffers 

By Monique Washington 

Minister of Agriculture, 
Hon. Alexis Jeffers has 
revealed that during 2020, 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
presented Agriculture in 
Nevis with “unexpected 
opportunities.”

Jeffers was speaking at the 
opening ceremony of the 
Ministry of Agriculture’s 
Agenda 2021 forum on 
Tuesday, at the St. Paul’s 

Anglican Church Hall. 

The forum provided 
stakeholders in the sec-
tor with data on the per-
formance in the various 
areas in the sector from 
the previous year, and 
outlined projections and 
plans for 2021.

Jeffers highlighted the op-
portunities that were pres-
ent towards  Agriculture 
in Nevis.

“COVID-19 would 
have presented us 
with some unexpected 

opportunities and re-
alities. Opportunities to 
increase production. 
Opportunities to engage 
stakeholders in a way we 
have never done before. 
Opportunities to engage 
local representative and 
allied agencies. 

“We were able to work 
in a harmonious fashion 
to ensure that some of 
the difficulties that we 
envisioned as a result of 

COVID-19 were some-
what mitigated, because 
we were able to make 
sure our farmers receive 
the necessary seeds and 
seedlings we offered, free 
ploughing we offered, 
free fertilizers we offered, 
and assistance in terms of 
workers from the depart-
ment of agriculture,” he 
said.

Jeffers said that they start-
ed 2020 with high hopes, 
as they laid the ground-
work for what they felt 
“would have been a suc-
cessful year” not knowing 

what COVID-19 would 
have presented. He noted 
that because of the plan-
ning, the department was 
able to manage and assist 
farmers on the island.

Jeffers said that mov-
ing forward, it is time 
that the Department of 
Agriculture and the farm-
ers on Nevis do more to 
ensure food security.

‘Now is the time to plant 

more; now is the time to 
engage more; now is the 
time to ensure that we are 
providing the nutritious 
food that our people need, 
to ensure we are cultivat-
ing healthy communities. 
Now is also the time for 
us to ensure that we are 
putting ourselves in a 
position to eliminate any 
difficulties and stress that 
may be caused, if we were 
to have a similar situation 
or a more acute situation 
that could develop in the 
future,

Jeffers said that enough 

food needs to be pro-
duced so that citizens can 
feed themselves for an 
extended period.

“It therefore means that 
we are moving to what 
we consider import 

substitution. We cannot 
go about our business 
depending on other coun-
tries to feed us anymore. 
We have to find a way to 
feed ourselves, and that is 
why these activities are 
important, to engage our 

stakeholders, to engage 
the general public, and to 
ensure that all of us are on 
board in our effort to en-
sure that we are providing 
a strong and vibrant agri-
cultural economy here in 
Nevis,” he said.

COVID-19 presented  
us with unexpected  

opportunities  
– Agriculture Minister

Opportunities to increase production.  
Opportunities to engage stakeholders in a 
way we have never done before.  
Opportunities to engage local  
representative and allied agencies. 
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Joe Biden was sworn in 
on Wednesday as the 46th 
president of the United 
States, capping a wind-
ing political career and 
marking the beginning of 
a new administration.

Biden, surrounded by his 
family, was given the oath 
of office by Chief Justice 
John Roberts at 11:49 
a.m. outside the west side 

of the U.S. Capitol. Biden 
was sworn in using the 
Bible used by his late son, 
Beau Biden, and has been 
in the family since 1893.

Biden campaigned on a 
pledge to unite the na-
tion, and he takes office 
at a tumultuous time in 
American history. He will 
be tasked with navigat-
ing a raging pandemic, 

a lagging economy and 
deep divisions that were 
on display on Wednesday 
as former President 
Trump declined to at-
tend the inauguration 
proceedings.

“This is America’s day. 
This is democracy’s day. 
A day of history and 
hope, of renewal and re-
solve,” Biden said in his 

inaugural address.

Biden’s inaugural speech 
lasted about 20 minutes 
and included repeated 
calls for unity, as well as 
a moment of silence to 
acknowledge the more 
than 400,000 people in 
America who have died 
from the coronavirus.

“This is our historic mo-
ment of crisis and chal-
lenge. And unity is the 

path forward. And we 
must meet this moment 
as the United States of 
America,” Biden said. “If 
we do that, I guarantee 
you we will not fail.”

Biden, 78, previously 
served as vice president 
under Barack Obama and 
spent decades represent-
ing Delaware in the U.S. 
Senate. He won the 2020 

election, though former 
President Trump refused 
to concede. Former Vice 
President Mike Pence 
attended Wednesday’s 
ceremonies as a represen-
tative from the outgoing 
administration.

Biden Takes Oath as 
46th President, Vows to 
Unite the Divided States 
of America

Biden takes Oath as 
46th President, Vows  
to Unite the Divided 

States of America
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Govt. still committed to  
Universal Health Insurance

“We know the cost of this project will be  
somewhere between $143M to $181M. It is a  

significant project. Cabinet has therefore been 
apprised of this, and we have made the decision 

to put in place a committee to advise  
Cabinet on its implementation.”

Eugene Hamilton

By Loshaun Dixon

The government remains 
committed to a Universal 
Health Insurance scheme 
for the people of St. 
Kitts and Nevis, noting 
that it would be a sig-
nificant undertaking that 
would need deliberative 
decision-making.

Minister with responsibil-
ity for the programme, 
Eugene Hamilton, in re-
sponse to the Observer 
question on the status of 
the programme, said that 
before the World Health 
Organization encour-
aged Nation-states to in-
troduce National Health 
Insurance, St. Kitts and 
Nevis has been advocat-
ing - through many docu-
ments issued in terms of 
elections and manifestos 
- that it will approach 
the concept of introduc-
ing universal health 
insurance.

“When we became the 

government in 2015, it 
is one of the things we 
embarked upon. At this 
point in our history, we 
have had the help of the 
University of the West 
Indies Health Economics 
Unit, doing an exercise 

that has produced a blue-
print for the implementa-
tion of Universal Health 
Insurance.”

He said they have had the 
assistance of Morneau 
Shepell, a human resourc-
es services company that 
have done a costing of 
this programme to be in-
troduced in the federation.

“We know the cost of 
this project will be some-
where between $143M 
to $181M. It is a signifi-
cant project. Cabinet has 
therefore been apprised 
of this, and we have 
made the decision to put 

in place a committee to 
advise Cabinet on its 
implementation.”

He continued, “That 
would mean that consid-
eration would have to be 
given to salary deduc-
tions from individuals 
and how it is going to 
be funded; what benefits 
would be provided; when 

will it start; the legislative 
framework upon which 
this would stand. Those 
are the things that would 
come from the new com-
mittee put in place this 
year to ensure Universal 
Health Insurance be-

comes a reality.”

Hamilton said it would be 
implemented soon after 
the committee has done 
its work.

“We have to be cognizant 
also that we are coming 
out of a period where 
we had COVID, that has 
stripped away significant 

revenue, and so we are 
very cautious and very 
careful and deliberative in 
implementing Universal 
Health Insurance. When 
more is known about 
timing for its commence-
ment, its costing, more 
will be told to you, so you 
can be assured that the old 
person in the home or a 
young person who is need 
of support can get it...I 
have seen many persons 
who have, but for want of 
resources, suffered very 
harshly and died.”

He said that Universal 
healthcare is one of those 
things that the country 
would be embarking 
upon, and it compares 
to many watershed mo-
ments in the history of St. 
Kitts and Nevis.

“It compares to when we 
acquired land in 1975, 
when it was paid for in 
the 1980s. It compares 

to putting a road to the 
southeast peninsula that 
has become the road to 
everywhere. It compares 
to social security being 
implemented in 1978, 
which is the only revenue 
income that some persons 
that have now retired 
have. Significant deci-
sions ahead of their time 
that have come to serve 
the people of St Kitts and 
Nevis. 

“Universal Health 
Insurance is in that cat-
egory. It is one of the 
significant developments 
taking place in St. Kitts 
and Nevis that will be a 
benefit to the people of St 
Kitts and Nevis.”

He said the government 
would want to provide it 
for free, but said: “let us 
all have a stake in what is 
taking place.”
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A strong CBI Programme aims to:

• Create job opportunities
• Upgrade the interior airport terminal building
• Complete the construction of the Old Road Bay realignment project
• Install a new runway and lighting at the RLB International Airport
• Construct more hotels
• Construct better roads
• Construct the bus terminals
• Complete the second cruise pier

CONCEPT TO
CREAtION

ST KITTS-NEVIS CITIZENSHIP BY INVESTMENT PROGRAMME

Prosperity for our country, a bright future for our people. ciu.gov.kn
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By Loshaun Dixon 

St. Kitts and Nevis’ new 
Permanent Representative 
to the United Nations, Ian 
Liburd, says he is ready to 
promote the interest of the 
federation on the interna-
tional stage.

On Monday, Liburd said 
he received a pre-accep-
tance briefing in New 
York, ahead of taking up 
the post.

“It went pretty well, and 

I want to say things are 
going well and are look-
ing up for St. Kitts and 
Nevis, as we continue to 
promote the interests of 
St. Kitts and Nevis on the 
international scene.”

Last week, Prime 
Minister of St. Kitts and 
Nevis Dr. Timothy Harris 
announced to the nation 
that Liburd would take up 
the role vacated by Sam 
Condor, who left the post 
in May last.

Speaking to the appoint-
ment, Liburd said he 
was grateful to continue 
to serve the people of St. 
Kitts and Nevis.

“I am humbled to accept 
this appointment, and I 
look forward to continu-
ing my public service, 
albeit on the international 
scene.”

“St. Kitts and Nevis has 
earned the distinction 
of being the smallest in-
dependent nation in the 

Western Hemisphere, but 
like many countries, in 
the United Nations body, 
St. Kitts and Nevis has 
always shown support 
for, and full commitment 
to democracy and good 
governance all around the 
world.

“My role will be to con-
tinue to promote and 
safeguard the interests of 
St. Kitts and Nevis, and in 
particular to advance the 
needs and interests of the 
diasporic community.”

Liburd also made a pledge 
to the constituents of East 
Basseterre, whom he 
represented from 2015 to 
June 5, 2020, and where 
he lost narrowly to Dr 
Geoffrey Hanley.

“Wherever you lead me, 
I would follow. I want to 
assure my constituents 
of East Basseterre that I 
will never leave you or 
forsake you, and you will 
hear much more as the 
days go on.”

Liburd also served as 
the Minister of Public 
Infrastructure, and since 
the June 5 election was ap-
pointed by Prime Minister 
Harris as Ambassador in 
the Office of the Prime 
Minister and Special 
Advisor to the Ministry of 
Public Infrastructure.

Sheldon Henry will join 
Ambassador Liburd at 
the Permanent Mission to 
the United Nations as the 
Second Secretary.

LOCAL NEWS

Ian Liburd

liburd ready to advance  
interests of St. Kitts  

and Nevis at UN
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“Not even the restrictions of 
COVID-19 can reduce my joy 
and appreciation.” 

Sir Kennedy Simmonds

By Loshaun Dixon

The First Prime Minister 
of St. Kitts and Nevis 
and only living National 
Hero, Dr. The Right 
Excellent and Right Hon. 
Sir Kennedy Alphonse 
Simmonds, is calling for 
a unified Caribbean ap-
proach in dealing with 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
after he was presented 
with an Honorary Doctor 
of Science degree from 
the University of the West 
Indies.

Speaking at the University 
of the West Indies (UWI) 
2020 graduation ceremo-
ny, Sir Kennedy said that 
he was “humbled, greatly 
honoured and thankful” 
to have been selected by 
his alma mater “to receive 
this very special and sig-
nificant award of honor-
ary Doctorate.” 

Dr. Simmonds thanked 

the entire University hier-
archy for the honour and 
congratulated the graduat-
ing class. 

“Not even the restrictions 
of COVID-19 can reduce 
my joy and appreciation.” 

He said he lived a 

blessed life, filled with 
achievements.

“I have experienced 
achievements and rec-
ognition that I never 
envisaged, and through 
it all, I never cease to be 
amazed that a poor boy 

who played football bare-
footed in the dirt road of 
Rosemary Lane, and cried 
because he was hungry; 
who every Monday be-
fore school carried seem-
ingly endless buckets of 
water from the standpipe 
to fill an enormous iron 
copper with water, and 

who had to make sure he 
had to take out the ‘lojens’ 
for which he had slept to 
be washed...That he could 
aspire to such a life. I am 
thankful that I was able 
to document it all in my 
autobiography.”

He recounted his time at 
UWI Mona Campus that 
helped to shape not only 
his medical career, but 
also his political exploits.

“My memoirs are replete 
with stories which reflect 
the significant impact of 
the UCWI, UWI on my 

life.”

Sir Kennedy pursued 
medicine at the University 
of the West Indies from 
1955 to 1962. He graduat-
ed as a physician in 1962. 
He did his internship in 
1963 at the Kingston 

Public Hospital, Jamaica, 
and his post graduate in 
1966.

Speaking to the chal-
lenges faced by the region 
during the pandemic, he 
said it demands that all 
sectors of Caribbean soci-
ety must combine collec-
tive intellects.

“Our University must 
be right in the midst of 
the effort, and share with 
other stakeholders the 
responsibility to help our 
Caribbean people to rise 
to the awesome and com-
plex challenge facing our 
region and the world.”

He implored UWI to 
reach out more to the or-
dinary man and woman 
who may never cross its 
portals. 

“It must become obvious-
ly involved in the search 
for answers to very real 

problems that beset the 
West Indian farmer, fish-
erman, the entrepreneur, 
or the worker just trying 
to stay alive and eke out 
a livelihood. We need our 
inventions and discover-
ies that can revolutionize 
the West Indian agricul-
ture industry, business or 
healthcare. Improving the 
healthcare of our people 
will undoubtedly improve 
their productivity.

Dr. Simmonds led St. 
Kitts and Nevis as Premier 
from 1980 to 1983, before 
being appointed Prime 
Minister on the attain-
ment of Independence 
in September 1983. He 
served until 1995. In 
2015, he became the fifth 
person to be named a 
National Hero in St. Kitts 
and Nevis.

Sir Kennedy receives  
UWI honour

- calls for unified Caribbean approach  
in dealing with pandemic
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 From L-R:  President of Basseterre Synergy, Cante Bowry; Vice  
President Dwight Frederick and CEO and Head Coach, Earl Jones

Basseterre  
Synergy  

disappointed  
in  response  for 
FA  membership

By Loshaun Dixon 

A new football club 
named Basseterre 
Synergy is lashing out 
at the St. Kitts-Nevis 
Football Association 
(SKNFA), after they 
have been yet to approve 
provisional membership, 
and missed the deadline 
to register for the 2021 
season.

The club that was formed 
last year, said they applied 
for provisional member-
ship on November 16, 
and that would have to be 
approved by the SKNFA 
Executive Committee be-
fore being okayed by the 
football congress at a later 
date.

President of the Basseterre 
Synergy Club, Cante 
Bowry, said that having 
applied in November, 
the SKNFA commit-
tee met on January 11th 
where they passed some 
new regulations to deal 
with the matter of new 
membership.

He said following com-
munications with the 
SKNFA, they said they 
were still reviewing the 
application, and the club 
responded by asking how 
long this would take, and 
are currently awaiting a 
response from the FA.

Bowry explained that 
he believed based on the 
rules, the SKNFA gave 
the executive committee 
the power to provide a 
provisional membership, 

“…where we would get 
all rights and privileges 
like the other clubs, but 
won’t have voting rights 
unless the congress ac-
cepts you. So, a club can 
be a provisional member 
until the next congress”.

“We are seeking provi-
sional membership and 
wanted to take part in 
this upcoming season, 
and the deadline for reg-
istration of teams was 
January 15… we are still 
in waiting; still in ups and 
downs.”

He said the club has not 
attempted to register, and 
questioned the need for 
the FA to approve new 
regulations two months 
after they applied for 
membership.

“They first have to accept 
us as a club. We are still 
waiting; we don’t know 
why it is taking so long 
for them to review our 
application. I don’t want 
to jump the gun and say 
these new regulations are 
to affect us from getting 
new membership, see-
ing that we wrote some 
two months ago. I don’t 
know if the new regula-
tions would affect us. 
We are waiting for a re-
sponse from the General 
Secretary.”

If not accepted, he said 
the club was willing to 
wait until the congress to 
allow members to vote on 
their approval.

“All hope is not gone, we 

still can wait on congress. 
The SKNFA will have to 
put it to the members, and 
the members will vote on 
whether to accept or not 
accept.”

He said there was a strong 
relationship between his 
club and others. 

“I think we have a good 
relationship working from 
the Newtown United 
Club, so I think we have 
a good relationship with 
all the other clubs. The 
support is tremendous, 
especially in speaking to 
Earl Jones, the CEO, he 
reached out to a number 
of clubs who are willing 
to support us.”

President Bowry also 
commented on not being 
able to participate in the 
upcoming season 

“It won’t affect us, seeing 
that the time is so close. 
What we will do is put 
our heads together and 
get ready for next season, 
once we get accepted by 
congress.”

Earl Jones, CEO and 
Coach of Basseterre 
Synergy, said that with 
or without acceptance in 
the upcoming season they 
would move forward, be-
cause it is all in the inter-
est of development.

“So we will keep going.”

He said the impasse has 
left them in limbo from 
a sponsorship standpoint, 
as potential sponsors 

won’t invest. 

“That will definitely will 
hurt us, because sponsors 
out there want to be sure 
that it is serious business. 
The sponsor entails a lot 
of things; but it is not just 
a simple sponsor, it is all 
about making people’s 
lives better, so it would 
hurt us.  Perhaps we 
would have to go back to 
the drawing board and see 
if we work something out, 
seeing that we have the 
interest of people in our 
Federation at heart, using 
football as the vehicle.

Jones said that players are 
also left in uncertainty, 
and the club would not 
stand in the way of any 
player who would want to 
move on to a club that will 
participate this year in the 
SKNFA competitions.

“We see in the new regu-
lations, it is required to 
provide a list of players, 
and we could go clearly 
and give them our list, but 
again, we can’t hold play-
ers hostage and we won’t 
hold players hostage, so 
they will have to venture 
into other clubs and take 
part in the competition. 
But if we could find a 
way to get them in, we 
will, because we want to 
ensure they are developed 
the right way. If we could 
now have a relationship 
with the clubs that they 
are going to, we could 
probably negotiate some-
thing and see how we can 
best work together. 

He said he believes that if 
they had not applied for 
membership, the regula-
tions for registration may 
not have changed.

“We won’t stop here, 
we will try to get all the 
stakeholders involved 
and see how we can pro-
ceed, because we know 
other clubs are trying to 
be members, but we are 
the only club that pres-
ents the necessary docu-
ments to the SKNFA. We 
need help in this matter, 
because it was all about 
development.”

President Bowry high-
lighted the plan going for-
ward, having missed out 
on the upcoming season.

“The club is broad; we 
have our youth academy 
that has started again, and 
if when we are accepted 
we will be at the top 
fighting.”

The club is currently 
based at the Bronte Welsh 
Primary School play-
ground, but will be based 
at Boyd’s playground in 
the future. They said they 
have almost 50 children 
set to participate in their 
academy, and many more 
want to get involved.

The SKNFA in a statement 
said that its Executive 
Committee at its meeting 
on Monday 12th January 
2021 “approved a set of 
regulations for new mem-
bership application in ac-
cordance with Article 11 
of the SKNFA Statutes”.

The SKNFA said that new 
Membership Regulations 
establish the standards 
for prospective clubs to 
become members of the 
Association.

“…Which is critical in 
ensuring that all SKNFA 
clubs are able to meet the 
Concacaf Club Licensing 
Criteria for participating 
in domestic competi-
tion.  In 2015, Concacaf 
mandated all of its 41 
member associations to 
implement the Concacaf 
Club Licensing System, 
which provides a licens-
ing criteria for all clubs; 
professional and ama-
teur, participating in their 
respective domestic 
leagues. The new regu-
lations ensure that the 
SKNFA is able to con-
tinue to develop and pro-
fessionalize its football 
ecosystem based on inter-
national standards.”

The new regulations 
require new clubs to in-
dicate the purpose of the 
club, the history of the 
club, home field, football 
activities, membership, 
registered players, finan-
cial sustainability and 
protection of the right of 
existing members.

Bowry said that the new 
regulations spoke more to 
club licensing, and do not 
address the registration of 
new members.
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C H A R L E S T O W N , 
Nevis — McLevon 
‘Mackie’ Tross, one of the 
island’s leading farmers 
in the use of greenhouse 
technology on Nevis, has 
underscored the need for 
farmers on the island to 
be treated with greater 
respect.

Tross, the featured 
speaker at the Ministry 
of Agriculture’s Agenda 
2021 forum at the St. 
Paul’s Anglican Church 
Hall on January 19, spoke 
on the issue while deliv-
ering the feature address 
before stakeholders in 
the agriculture sector on 
Nevis.

“The landscape of our 
farmers is changing,” said 
Tross. “Farmers are en-
trepreneurs, yes, business 
people who are responsi-
ble for feeding our nation 
and must be treated with 
dignity and respect.”

“There is also a need to 

educate farmers to better 
position them to achieve 
greater yields and returns 
on their investments,” 
said Tross, the owner and 
manager of A-1Farms at 
Gingerland. “There is a 
need to educate our farm-
ers on the use of proper 
record and bookkeeping; 
crop yield estimation, 
cost of production and 
return on investment 
calculations.

“This can be achieved 
through the Small 
Enterprise Development 
Unit (SEDU) and 
the Department of 
Agriculture,” he con-
tinued. “We must uti-
lize our allied agencies 
the Inter-American 
Institute for Cooperation 
on Agriculture 
(IICA), the Caribbean 
Agricultural Research 
and Development 
Institute (CARDI) and 
the Taiwanese if we do 
not have the skill set in 
house.”

Tross expressed the need 
for greater knowledge 
on the importance of 
agriculture, not only for 
farmers but the entire 
nation including every 
preschooler.

He also said technology is 
significant in the agricul-
ture sector. He acknowl-
edged that opportunities 
to enhance productivity 
can be found in new and 
emerging technologies 
which can help farmers 
adapt to an ever-changing 
environment.

“Technology can provide 
the agricultural industry 
with tools and information 
to make more informed 
decisions and improve 
productivity.” explained 
Tross. “Technology 
includes Digital 
Agriculture, Green House 
Production, Hydroponic 
practices, and exploring 
tissue culture.

“Digital Agriculture,” 

explained Tross “is the 
use of digital technology 
to integrate agricultural 
production from the farm 
to the consumer.

“Digital technologies 
have the potential to pro-
vide farmers with the 
information and ability 
to meet these challenges 
and seize opportunities 
for growth,” he said. “It 
also enables improved 
traceability of agricultural 
products, providing peace 
of mind for consumers 

and increased value for 
farmers.”

The forum was the third 
in a series hosted by the 
Ministry of Agriculture 
for stakeholders in the ag-
riculture sector to enable 
the ministry to report on 
the past year and to chart 
the course for the ensuing 
year.

Among those pres-
ent at the forum were: 
Hon. Mark Brantley, 
Premier of Nevis; Hon. 

Alexis Jeffers, Deputy 
Premier and Minister 
of Agriculture; Randy 
Elliott, Director of 
the Department of 
Agriculture; Floyd 
Liburd, Deputy Director; 
Steve Reid, Chief 
Extension Officer; Ron 
Dublin Collins, Federal 
Permanent Secretary in 
Ministry of Agriculture; 
Sharon Jones, IICA 
Representative; and 
Kistian Flemming, 
CARDI representative.

levon ‘Mackie’ tross calls for greater respect,  
education for Nevis farmers
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students perform

LOCAL NEWS

Fraites interacts

Businessman assists community 
primary school’s folklore group

By Loshaun Dixon 

Geoffrey Fraites, the 
owner of Fraites and 
Sons Bakery and a popu-
lar businessman in the 
Molineaux area, has 
continued to assist the 
primary school in that 
community, this time as-
sisting the school’s folk-
lore group, David and 
Goliath.

In December, students 
from the Joshua Obidiah 
Williams Primary School 
in Molineaux, made 
waves when they put on 
a splendid display of the 
David and Goliath at the 
Folklore Avenue, orga-
nized during carnival.

The December presenta-
tion was made possible 
by Fraites, who contrib-
uted to the group and was 
recognized Thursday with 
a special performance at 
the school.

Principal of the Joshua 
Obidiah Williams 
Primary School, Ms. 
Suzette Cannonier, hailed 
Mr. Fraites as a strong 

supporter of the school.

“Mr. Fraites has been a 
significant contributor 
to the school, not only 
in terms of sports, but he 
also contributed to the 
computer lab, and now 
he has contributed to 
culture.”

She thanked Fraites 

and Winston ‘Zack’ 
Nisbett for their efforts 
in giving the children the 
opportunity.

“We understand the im-
portance of culture, and 

passing on from one 
generation to the other. I 
would like to thank Mr. 
Fraites for this initiative, 
and ‘Zack’ Nisbett for 
preparing the students. 
Mr. Nisbett has been inte-
gral in terms of culture in 
our society 

She said that they were 
grateful that Fraites came 

on board and helped the 
school.

Nisbett said that the pre-
sentation was simple, but 
effective. 

“It is a privilege and 
pleasure to do something 
of such magnitude. It is 
imperative we preserve 
our culture and our heri-
tage for posterity, and to 
motivate and instill the 
cultural heritage amongst 
our youth, which is 
important.” 

He reminded that the 

Ministry of Culture has 
embarked on a project 
that is significant in the 
schools to impart some 
aspects of culture, and 
noted that this school had 
shown a keen interest to 

get involved.

“I want to thank Mr. 
Fraites in a big way, be-
cause the cultural devel-
opment has embarked on 
all the schools. I went to 
speak to Mr. Fraites rather 
waiting on the Ministry 
of Culture, and instanta-
neously, he said yes.

He said that Mr. Fraites 
paid for the clothing and a 
banner for the school.

Speaking to the media 
after the performance, 
Fraites said that he did en-
joy the presentation from 
the students.

“After seeing David, how 
he acted with the poetry 
and the movement was 
wonderful…the entire 
troupe amazed me, be-
cause they are so little.”

He also commented on 
what influenced him to 
get involved.

“When it comes to the 
Molineaux Primary, I 
have benefited from this 
institution. My schooling 

started here, as well as my 
siblings. I do not hesitate 
once it is Joshua Obidiah, 
or Molineaux Primary as 
we know it, I am in it. I 
have been contributing for 
years to this institution.”

Fraites also noted the 
importance of keeping 
the cultural aspects in the 
schools. 

“I do think it must get 
started in the schools. If 
we can get it started in the 
Primary schools it will 
go on, and can stay alive, 
but I must compliment 
Winston ‘Zack’ Nisbett 
for what he has been do-
ing. I have spoken to him 
about having someone 
trained, so it can go be-
yond us.”

He also had a word of 
encouragement for the 
students

“I want to congratulate 
them on their perfor-
mance, and to tell them to 
keep the faith and go from 
strength to strength.”

“We understand the importance of  
culture, and passing on from one  

generation to the other. I would like to 
thank Mr. Fraites for this initiative, and 

‘Zack’ Nisbett for preparing the  
students. Mr. Nisbett has been integral 

in terms of culture in our society” 



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday January 22nd, 2021 NewSPage:20 NewsPage:20



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday January 22nd, 2021NewS Page:21

From the Supervisor  
of Elections

Vol II Issue No 8:  
Continuous  

Registration

Over the years, the 
Annual Register of Voters 
has grown considerably. 
The numbers moved from 
32,103 voters in 2010 to 
46,953 voters in 2020.  
That’s a growth of 14,850 
persons. [Remember that 
these totals may have 
been higher if dead per-
sons were not removed 
from the register].

For the 2019 register, we 
found that 0.6% of its reg-
istrants (over 200) were 
younger than 20 years.  
We Last year, 2020, we 
saw 1,710 persons com-
plete registration for the 
first time, and were added 
to the register.  We have 
not analyzed the 2020 
register and we await the 
one for 2021, but we ex-
pect to see similar trends.  
A lot of people are reg-
istering including young 
people.

We believe that these 
numbers are a result of 
the continuous registra-
tion that we enjoy. That 
means that a person may 
register at any time unlike 
what previously trans-
pired when a person could 
only register in February, 
the shortest month of the 
year.  Now, since 1983, 
registration is possible 
any month of the year, 
up to the time of the issue 
of a Writ of Elections by 
the Governor General.  
Register once, and you 
are registered for life 

except when if it is suc-
cessfully challenged.

What are the require-
ments for registration?  
The applicant will be 
required to provide a) a 
qualifying  address and 
one of the following: b) 
birth or baptismal cer-
tificate, c) certificate of 
citizenship, d) deed poll 
e) passport or driver’s li-
cense, f) any other form 
of identification contain-
ing a photograph g) any 
such other documenta-
tion as may be required 
by the Chief Registration 
Officer to authenticate the 
identity of the applicant.

The qualifying address is 
critical to determine the 
constituency to which the 
applicant belongs. For 
many 18 year olds, for 
some foreign citizens and 
for some (mostly female) 
spouses, proof of address 
may not be as straightfor-
ward as it seems as they 
may not have a bill in his/
her name. In such cases, 
the applicant may come 
with a parent, the land-
lord or the spouse who 
has proof of the address 
or bring an authenticating 
letter from the last school 
(in the case of a school 
leaver). The parent/land-
lord/spouse may also 
send such a letter.  

In some instances, 

applicants are brought by 
politicians. That is quite 
acceptable.  What is not 
acceptable is when the 
companion attempts to 
answer on behalf of the 
applicant. We have had 
to ask political activists to 
“stand back”, a situation 
that resulted in recrimina-
tion in many instances.  In 
any case, the companion 
has to step aside in order 
for the picture to be taken.

 

Notice that ownership of 
property is not a require-
ment for registration.  If 
registration were tied to 
property ownership, as it 
was at one time, then very 
few of us would qualify 
to register.  Yet there are 
persons who even today 
want to argue for registra-
tion on the basis of owned 
property.

In its placement of regis-
trants, the office is guided 
by descriptions that are 
legally defined and pub-
lished in Statutory Rules 
& Orders. But some-
times, we have had is-
sues on clarity of address 
when the boundaries are 
defined using imaginary 
lines that split dwellings 
in two. 

We do our best at all 
times to place a registrant 
in the right place; and we 
depend on the public to 
help with this.
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Excerpted from 
Footnotes to an article 
written by Perryette 
Peets entitled Stitching 
Times @ Island Thyme 
Cricket Politics Science 
and Christianity.

2This cricket analogy is 
based on actual events. 
Names have not been 
changed to protect the 
guilty. Sincere apolo-
gies to Stuart Williams 
for whom this commen-
tary will be agonizing. 
During the match in 
discussion he declared 
hurt his second in-
nings due to a broken 
wrist caused by hostile 
Barbadian pace bowl-
ing in fading light. His 
injury probably cost the 
Leeward the match, the 
Red Stripe Cup and de-
layed his selection to the 
West Indies Test Cricket 
team.

 The incident in discus-
sion occurred during a 
first class Barbados vs 
Leeward Islands four-
day cricket match at 
Kensington Barbados, 
February 7-10, 1992. 
Noel Guishard, captain 
of the Leeward team 
lead his team off the field 
of play to protest the 
illegal, malicious inter-
vention by umpire DM 
Archer who called fel-
low Barbadian, batsman 
AC Cummings back to 
the wicket to bat again 
after he, Cummings, 
had removed his batting 
gloves whilst voluntari-
ly walking away from 
his wicket towards the 
pavilion. By this action 
he certified by law and 
tradition his own ac-
knowledgement that he 
was out caught behind 
the wicket. Cummins 
went on to score 45 
not out thereby en-
abling Barbados to win 
the closely contested 

encounter by three 
wickets.

To my knowledge nei-
ther DM Archer nor 
AC Cummings, nor the 
Barbados team were 
censured for their abom-
ination. To the contrary 
Cummings was el-
evated to represent the 
West Indies test team 
ahead of other more 
merited Leeward play-
ers. Particularly Hamish 
A.G. Anthony who was 
by far the most eligible 
candidate for the fast 
bowling all-rounder 
position that was pre-
sented on a plateau to 
Cummins.

The day following the 
incident in discussion 
HAG Anthony was 
pictured in a Barbadian 
newspaper politely re-
monstrating with the 
umpire in question, AC 
Archer, just prior to de-
parting the field of play 
with his teammates in 
peaceful protest of the 
barbaric atrocity. I can-
not recall publication in 
the Barbadian press of 
a picture of Cummings 
putting on his batting 
gloves whilst walking to 
the wicket to commence 
his third innings.

Such unsavoury inci-
dents are rife in West 
Indies cricket. They 
underscore persistent 
widespread contempt 
for West Indies Cricket 
Administration. Its un-
bridled demagogy is 
blameworthy for the 
demise of West Indies 
cricket. Indeed, the 
history of West Indies 
cricket confirms that 
unbridled demagogy is 
unsustainable. Euphoric 
at first, circuitous at best 
but an inevitable, ig-
noble dead-end.

It is unconscionable that 
poverty stricken taxpay-
ers and struggling genu-
ine businesses are being 
victimised like was AC 
Cummins. In that they 
are coerced into forsak-
ing the dictates of their 
innate good sense; and 
to suffer further indigni-
ty by being saddled with 
the cross of their own 
chagrin, shame and des-
ecration. Enslavement 
of body, mind and soul 
aptly describes the 
mistreatment meted 
out to West Indians, 
particularly Kittitians 
who bear the brunt of 
domestic, Leeward, 
and West Indies cricket 
demagogic malicious 
incompetence.

 Consider, organised 
cricket is being played 
on St. Kitts for close 
to 150 years. Yet no 
Kittitian player has been 
allowed the opportu-
nity of selection to the 
West Indies Test Cricket 
Team. This failure is not 
for lack of ability.  

In this regard, what 
more must young Kyle 
Louis do to be allowed 
his hard earned opportu-
nity to represent the first 
class Leeward Islands 
cricket team. This is the 
fourth year of asking.

 Kittitians, defend your 
dignity! Love God. 
Love yourself. Love 
your neighbour as 
yourself.

5Demagoguery is de-
fined by google as 
political activity or prac-
tices that seek support 
by appealing to the de-
sires and prejudices of 
ordinary people rather 
than by using rational 
argument.

Just here is a point on 
which many may err, 
and hence they fail of 
receiving the help that 
Christ desires to give 
them. They think that 
they cannot come to 
Christ unless they first 
repent, and that repen-
tance prepares for the 
forgiveness of their 
sins. It is true that re-
pentance does precede 
the forgiveness of sins; 
for it is only the bro-
ken and contrite heart 
that will feel the need 
of a Saviour. But must 
the sinner wait till he 
has repented before he 
can come to Jesus? Is 
repentance to be made 
an obstacle between the 
sinner and the Saviour? 

The Bible does not 
teach that the sinner 
must repent before he 
can heed the invitation 
of Christ, “Come unto 
Me, all ye that labor and 
are heavy-laden, and 
I will give you rest.” 
Matthew 11:28. It is the 
virtue that goes forth 
from Christ, that leads 
to genuine repentance. 
Peter made the matter 
clear in his statement 
to the Israelites when 
he said, “Him hath God 
exalted with His right 
hand to be a Prince and 
a Saviour, for to give re-
pentance to Israel, and 
forgiveness of sins.” 
Acts 5:31. We can no 
more repent without the 
Spirit of Christ to awak-
en the conscience than 
we can be pardoned 
without Christ. 

Christ is the source of 
every right impulse. He 
is the only one that can 
implant in the heart en-
mity against sin. Every 
desire for truth and pu-
rity, every conviction 
of our own sinfulness, 
is an evidence that His 
Spirit is moving upon 
our hearts. 

Jesus has said, “I, if I be 
lifted up from the earth, 
will draw all men unto 
Me.” John 12:32. Christ 
must be revealed to the 
sinner as the Saviour 
dying for the sins of the 
world; and as we behold 
the Lamb of God upon 
the cross of Calvary, the 
mystery of redemption 
begins to unfold to our 
minds and the good-
ness of God leads us to 
repentance. In dying for 
sinners, Christ mani-
fested a love that is in-
comprehensible; and 
as the sinner beholds 
this love, it softens the 
heart, impresses the 
mind, and inspires con-
trition in the soul. 

It is true that men some-
times become ashamed 
of their sinful ways, 
and give up some of 
their evil habits, before 
they are conscious that 
they are being drawn to 
Christ. But whenever 
they make an effort to 
reform, from a sincere 
desire to do right, it is 
the power of Christ that 
is drawing them. An 
influence of which they 
are unconscious works 
upon the soul, and the 
conscience is quick-
ened, and the outward 
life is amended. And 
as Christ draws them to 
look upon His cross, to 
behold Him whom their 
sins have pierced, the 
commandment comes 
home to the conscience. 
The wickedness of their 
life, the deep-seated sin 
of the soul, is revealed 
to them. They begin to 
comprehend something 
of the righteousness of 
Christ, and exclaim, 
“What is sin, that it 
should require such 
a sacrifice for the re-
demption of its victim? 
Was all this love, all this 
suffering, all this humil-
iation, demanded, that 
we might not perish, but 
have everlasting life?” 

The sinner may resist 
this love, may refuse to 
be drawn to Christ; but 
if he does not resist he 
will be drawn to Jesus; 
a knowledge of the plan 
of salvation will lead 
him to the foot of the 
cross in repentance for 
his sins, which have 
caused the sufferings of 
God’s dear Son. 

The same divine mind 
that is working upon 
the things of nature is 
speaking to the hearts 
of men and creating 
an inexpressible crav-
ing for something they 
have not. The things of 
the world cannot satisfy 
their longing. The Spirit 
of God is pleading with 
them to seek for those 
things that alone can 
give peace and rest—
the grace of Christ, the 
joy of holiness. Through 
influences seen and 
unseen, our Saviour is 
constantly at work to at-
tract the minds of men 
from the unsatisfying 
pleasures of sin to the 
infinite blessings that 
may be theirs in Him. 
To all these souls, who 
are vainly seeking to 
drink from the broken 
cisterns of this world, 
the divine message is 
addressed, “Let him 
that is athirst come. 
And whosoever will, let 
him take the water of 
life freely.” Revelation 
22:17. 

You who in heart long 
for something better 
than this world can give, 
recognize this longing 
as the voice of God to 
your soul. Ask Him to 
give you repentance, to 
reveal Christ to you in 
His infinite love, in His 
perfect purity. 

Steps to Christ          
Chapter 3—Repentance
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