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Pond clearance…
NHCS, St Thomas’ Improvement Group
seek Nevisians’ help

By Monique Washington

pond.

With plans to make the
Cotton Ground pond
a tourist attraction, the
Nevis Historical and
Conservation
Society
(NHCS) along with the
St Thomas’ Improvement
Group, are calling on all
Nevisians to assist in removing an invasive grass
that threatens to take over
the pond once again.

The Observer spoke with
one of the members of St
Thomas’ Improvement
Group, Janet Maloney,
who highlighted the importance of the pond, and
what role it has played in
the community.

In December 2020, major
work began at the pond to
remove the grass, as well
as invasive trees, and to
restore it to what it once
was.
The NHCS received
funding of US$8000
from the Integrating
Water,
Land
and
Ecosystems Management
in Caribbean Small
Island Developing States
(IWEco), to assist with
the restoration of the
pond.
The NHCS and St
Thomas’ Improvement
Group
are
urging
Nevisians to come out on
Saturday (January 30) to
assist them in ridding the
pond of the grass, and to
help remove shrubs and
trees from around the

“The feasibility study was
done. The grass is an invasive species that is killing the pond and the life
of the pond. The pond is
the habitat for birds and
fish and crab and things
like that. The problem
is that the grass is now
growing back. So what
we will be doing, rather
than just cutting the head
off, is to dig them out at
the root before it gets out
of control. Anybody can
volunteer. The bottom
line is that it is Nevis,
even if you are not in the
St Thomas’ parish, every
Nevisian should be a part
of it. Come on and help,
because it is preserving
our heritage,” she said.
Maloney urged persons
to “come together and do
as much cleaning as they
can”.
“There are some bush and
shrubs. The clearing was

not completed, so they
will see if they will be
able to get some more of
the clearing done, so that
the whole pond will be
made more visible,” she
said.
Maloney said that there
is a rich history that the
pond provided, and in
time it will become a tourist attraction.
“There is a history to the
pond. That was the pond
that Lord Nelson used.
Apart from that, the beauty that it has. Hopefully, in
the future it can become
a tourist attraction,” she
said.
On Saturday, volunteers
are asked to bring their
drinking cup and tools
(picks, forks, spades,
trowels, cutlasses (marked
with your name!); ‘ready
to eat’ foods: cooked
meats, baked goods, fruit;
compostable plates or
food containers; Plants:
coconuts, seagrape, seaside almond and mangrove, slips of beach bean
and beach morning glory.
And parents are being
advised that for safety
reasons, children should
be accompanied by a responsible adult.

Cotton Ground pond

Brantley to Hotel
Developers:
Start your
projects within
12 months or go!
By Monique Washington

intentions.”

Premier of Nevis, Hon,
Mark Brantley has once
again made a clarion call
to proposed hotel developers to start their projects within 12 months, or
their agreement will be
terminated.

He revealed that in the
NIA’s most recent agreement with One&Only
Resorts, the developers
were given a 12-month
window to start their
project.

Brantley, who was addressing the Observer
during his monthly
press
conference
at
the
Government
Headquarters at Pinney’s,
said that he is not “running
after hotel development.”
“As Premier, I am not
running after hotel development. That seems to be
the Holy Grail for some. I
am looking for development in the most holistic
way that we can have.”
Brantley noted that governments over the years
have signed a lot of hotel
agreements, and only have
few have materialized.
“It begs the question as
to whether we are taking
the right approach. That is
why one of the things that
we have done as a government, is that we have said
that we will limit the time
frame in which you have
to deliver. If you can’t
deliver within this specified time frame, you must
come back to the table and
explain why. Whether it is
just speculative or whether you are a real developer
with real money and real
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One&Only will be constructed at Indian Castle.
That location that was
supposed to be for the
Aman Hotel, but it seems
like Aman Resorts has
backed out.
This publication has
learned that the developers are out of England,
and they plan to begin
construction in August,
and part of the deal is that
the government is putting
up the land. Colin Dore
and Wakely Daniel are
government representatives on the company’s
board.
According
to
the
One&Only Resorts and
Private Homes website,
the resorts and hotels
“are havens of outstanding style and service that
place you in the heart of
every fascinating environment. With incredible, tailored experiences across
beach, nature, and urban
locations, and spectacular spaces to simply ‘be’;
unforgettable moments
begin at One&Only
Brantley said that with the
over two dozen proposed
developments for Nevis,

there are a couple “still
on the books”. He said
that recently they would
have been in contact with
the developers for the
proposed Wyndham development, who said that
they had setbacks due to
COVID-19.
“The truth is, as a government we continue to try.
Some of these do not materialize for one reason or
the other, but we continue
to try, and we will continue to try,” he said.
Brantley emphasised that
he has “no preoccupation
with hotels”
“There is a sense it
seems in some quarters
of Nevis, that only if
you bring a hotel have
you done something for
the Nevisian economy. I
think that is short-sighted.
If Nevis had another two
or three resorts, how
would we have fared
during this pandemic?
All of them would have
been closed. And all the
people working there
would have been at home.
I am not persuaded that
that is the only form of
development.”
Brantley said that the NIA
is looking at developments, other than hotels,
for the island of Nevis;
developments that take a
more holistic approach.

Premier of Nevis, Hon, Mark Brantley
“That is why you hear
me talking about agriculture; you hear me talking
about small business; you
hear me talking about
construction; you hear
me talking about the film

industry; you hear me
talking about financial
services.
“I feel development
comes in different ways.
There may not be a single

development that brings
300 jobs, but there might
be 10 that bring 30 jobs
each, and you end up with
the same 300 jobs. That is
why we are taking a holistic approach.”
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Relief at last!

It has been almost two weeks since America placed itself under
new management, and the world is already feeling better. January
20th ushered light into a period of darkness, not only with the
inauguration of the Presidential team, but also the staging of the
poet laureate!
America has re-entered the world arena. It rejoined the World
Health Organisation and the Paris Accord on climate change. It
re-embarked on environmental conscious with the cancellation of
the Keystone Pipeline project, it became more tolerant with the
reversal of the ban on Muslims and it became more welcoming to
immigrants, with no talk about the Wall. It is also proposing to
use softer language, replacing the word “alien” with “non-citizen”
when referring to immigrants.

We are struck, though, that so many persons responded to Trump’s
call to travel to Washington and to march, mostly mask-less to the
Capitol. And now that they are being arrested and charged, they
have been disavowed by the leader for whom they risked so much.
Not even the pardon that they asked for has been granted.
The Trump supporters should realise by now that the former
president cannot and will not help them; they have all been thrown
under the bus. But only after he bilked them out of $70M.
President Biden has offered to be the president of all Americans.
He has no choice. The question is whether all Americans will allow

him to be their president, up to accepting the covid relief money
that some of them so desperately need.
Buses, political ones, are all over the place. There one in St Kitts
ran over the 2015 Supervisor of Elections. He is the only one facing
Court charges arising out of the 2015 elections while his supposed
manipulators walked away free.
The is a way to avoid such vehicular incidents. Employees must
know and understand their role and do their job without favour and
according to law.
At the end of the day, politicians – especially those who lost – are
powerless, and often unwilling to help. They often walk away
unscathed.
For many of us, it is a hard lesson to learn.
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Farmer loses
entire flock
to savage
dogs
By Monique Washington

Cotton Ground livestock farmer Malcolm
Wilkinson received an
unpleasant surprise for his
birthday when he went to
his sheep pen and found
all of the 15 animals there,
mortally wounded - some
already dead - with bite
marks about their bodies.
They had been attacked
by two savage dogs.
On Wednesday, the
Observer
contacted
Wilkinson, who said that
when he got to the difficult-to-access location
in the mountain, he saw
his entire flock mangled,
and the two dogs walking
around in the pen.
“When I got there, there
were two dogs…people’s
dogs. The dogs were in
the pen. I went to call the
police and I didn’t expect
them (the dogs) to come
out, but when I came back
up they had gotten out of
the pen,” he said.
Wilkinson
explained
that his pen is not easily
found, as it is located in
the mountain, and lacks
a proper road to get there.
“The pen is not easy to
reach,” he said. “I had to
create a path to get to the
land where the pen is. It
cost me a lot of time to
make a way to the land,
and cost a lot of money.”
When questioned if he

feels that the dogs were
maliciously thrown into
his pen, Wilkinson said
that he was unsure.
He said that of the sheep
which died, most of the
females were close to
lambing.
“What wasn’t down on
the ground, were bite
up so bad that you can’t
even count them as living. When I opened some
of them up you could see,
two lambs in some of
them; some had in one,”
he said.
He said that one of his
rams is still missing, and
noted that his sheep were
special breed, with one
of them coming from
Barbados. He added that
the cost of one of his
sheep could run between
$300-$400.
Wilkinson expressed his
concerns about persons
attacking his animals.
He said that he also has
a herd of cows, but persons continuously poison
them, and despite making numerous complaints
to the police, the attacks
continue.
“I had about 20 cows in
the Lowlands area, and
people started to poison
them. I moved them and
took them close to the
beach, and people will
go there and cut up their

ropes and poison them.
They would cut the rope
in pieces. I have been
complaining for years,
but nothing has come out
of it,” he said.
Wilkinson said that despite his losses, he still
will continue to farm.
“I have to clean up. I have
to cleanse the pen, because if any other sheep
or goats get in there they
might feel that dogs are in
there still. I have to try to
get it cleaned up. When it
comes to this agriculture
thing, I am dead serious
about it. I am going to
clean my pen and I am
going to do it again.”
On Tuesday, Wilkinson’s
daughter had taken to
social media about the
incident.
“Now you see, there is
some Satan-like people
roaming this earth with
the intention to steal, kill
and destroy. My father’s
birthday is tomorrow, he
should be jovial, excited,
and happy at peace...but
that is not the case. You
see, recently he has been
dealing with people interfering with his animals,
and just tonight someone
destroyed his entire flock
of sheep. Now this man
wakes up at 4 am and
doesn’t rest until about 11
pm, just to make sure his
animals and home receive

the best care,” she wrote.
At this point of time,
it cannot be confirmed
whether this was a malicious act, but in the past,
livestock farmers have

complained about people
conducting dogfighting
rituals - by throwing dogs
into sheep and goat pens,
and having them feast on
the blood of the animals
to warm up their bodies

for a fight.
Previously, a livestock
farmer who farms in New
River lost $3500 worth of
livestock to vicious dogs.
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Carnival Committee honours three icons
with combined 135 years of service
Powell and Carnival
Chair Shannon Hawley.
Following the presentation, Lala said he never
thought that he would
be recognized for his
contributions.
“I never believed I would
have gotten this in my
life after so much knock
‘bout. I have been singing for over 50 years, but
God bless the Carnival
Committee...who is looking after us.”
He also thanked his entire family, friends and
supporters.

King Lala

By Loshaun Dixon

Three of the longestserving entertainers in
St. Kitts and Nevis were
acknowledged for their
combined 135 years of
service by the National
Carnival Committee, during a virtual prize-giving
ceremony for Sugar Mas
49.

as a reggae artist and later
forming a two-man group
called ‘Lala and Iroy’. He
also joined forces at one
point with De General,
another entertainer from
St. Johnston Village.

He also had one of the top
hits from Sugar Mas 49
“Keeping We Carnival
at Home”, which many
have said is the unofficial Road March tune for
2020.

‘King Lala’ (Clement
Williams), ‘Mr. World’
(Royston Wigley) and
‘Lord Kut’ (Devon
Liburd) were all recognised for their sterling
contributions to National
Carnival since the 1970s,
and still remain relevant
to Carnival.
All three entertainers
have had first-rate influences on the development
and promotion of carnival
for decades, producing
memorable hits that have
become classics, cherished by loyal fans.
‘KING LALA’
The carnival committee
in a release noted that
it was back in the early
1970s when King Lala
launched his career in
music, performing first

Lord Kut
In the 1970s, he was a
regular feature with bands
such as Grand Ash Two,
Val Morris Orchestra,
Heatwave, and is currently a main attraction
in the Grand Masters
Calypso Tent. His hits
include “I Ain’t In No
Hurry”, “Hold On” and
“Buy Local”.

According to the release, “During the 50
plus years of his career,
Lala has never missed
a carnival celebration
and has always made his
contribution.”
King Lala was presented
with his special award by
Minister of Culture Jonel

“Water came out of my
eyes when they said that
they were going to honour me.”
‘MR. WORLD’
‘Mr. World’ has been a
vocalist for the Small
Axe Band since 1985 and
has been a key cog of the
band’s success in winning
a record 12 Road March
titles.
According to the communique, “During his time
in the band, Mr. World
has contributed either as
a writer or vocalist, to
hits such as Bottom in
de Road, Drop de Soap,
Hardware and others, and
has the enviable record of
being the longest-serving
lead vocalist of any band
in St. Kitts and Nevis”.
After collecting his reward, he dedicated it to
his mom in Texas, his
children, and to all members of the Small Axe
Band.
“For keeping the adrenaline flowing every time...I
want to say to you a big
thank you and look out for
us in 2021; it is going to
be bigger and better.”

Mr. World
He also indicated that
retirement is not yet on
the table, and that he has
plans for Sugar Mas 50,
where he plans to return
to the Soca Monarch.
“I am going to be entering
into the Soca Monarch
competition, and it is going to be fabulous, and I
am going to tear this place
apart.”

Monarch in 1976 and
was “Best of the Rest”
Monarch in 2019.
Some of his hits include
‘Only in St. Christopher’,
‘De Iron’ and ‘Sucking
Labour Breast’.
He also qualified for the
Sugar Mas 49 Calypso
Finals, but had to withdraw due to illness.

‘LORD KUT’
‘Lord Kut’ started singing calypso in 1973 and
was Junior Calypso

His nephew Loftus
Bridgewater accepted the
award on his behalf.
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The Cable
launches free
Wi-Fi for
Community
Centres
By Loshaun Dixon

The Cable St. Kitts has
embarked on a bold
initiative to outfit community centres across
St. Kitts with free Wi-Fi,
through its Island-wide
Community Centre Wi-Fi
Initiative.
The program will see
the telecommunications
company provide wi-fi
service to 16 Community
Centres. The Initiative
was
launched
last
week at the St. Johnson
Community Centre, that
has already been outfitted
with free Wi-Fi.
Speaking at the launch,
Chief Executive Officer
of The Cable, Patricia
Walters, said that they are
soon to roll out the initiatives across all the community centers.
“Within the next two
months, we will be rolling
out to McKnight, Victoria
Road, East Basseterre,
St. Peter’s, Conaree,
Keys, Cayon Lodge,
Tabernacle, St. Paul’s,
Sandy Point, Fig Tree,
Half Way Tree, Trinity
and
Challengers…16
Community centres.”
Walters said that access
to technology is one of
the great dividers left
of the world, and noted
that her organization and

other stakeholders were
resolute to ensure the
populace are connected
digitally.
“We The Cable, together
with other internet providers, the government,
the Ministry of ICT;
we’re all determined to
leave no citizen behind
in our quest of digital
transformation.”
Minister of Information
and
Communications
Technology
(ICT),
Akilah Byron- Nisbett,
hailed The Cable for
helping to digitally transform St. Kitts and Nevis
through this initiative.

centers transform into a
resource that allows programs geared towards
business development,
education
assistance
through after school programs, a meeting venue
for small businesses, a
place for virtual presentations or meetings.”
She continued, “This type
of access in our community centers has the potential to transform our
community centers into
mini-innovation hubs, a
place where we can see
the emergence of new
tech businesses or any
type of business.”

“It is through partnerships such as these that
our country will be able
to continue on a path of
growth and development,
and be able to realize our
fullest potential.”

Othniel
Hyliger,
Chairman of The Cable,
implored the public to not
destroy or steal the equipment, or they will be
robbing the entire community of the opportunity
to use it.

She said it is pleasing
when businesses hear of
their plans and visions,
and step forward to contribute towards achieving
the visions and plans laid
out by the government.
And added that the initiative will now give access
to those who would not
normally have, and could
transform the community
centers.

“One thing that we need
to do when we put this
equipment inside here
is…I am asking the people of the village community to take care of the
equipment. You cannot
vandalise it, or allow one
person to come in and
steal it, because then you
would deprive all the other persons who are willing and ready to use it.”

“This level of access
can see our community

“We The Cable, together with other internet
providers, the government, the Ministry of
ICT; we’re all determined to leave no
citizen behind in our quest of
digital transformation.”
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Cuba Hopes Biden Will Quickly Reverse Trump’s Hard-line on the Island
The Cuban government
hopes that the new US
president, Joe Biden, will
“quickly” reverse the hard
line towards the island of
his predecessor, Donald
Trump, and resume the
thaw initiated by Barack
Obama in 2014.
This was stated to Reuters
by Carlos Fernández de
Cossío, the top Cuban
Foreign Ministry official
in charge of relations with
the the US..
“Everything could be reversed in the short term if
that is the will of the government,” he says in an
interview with the British
agency. Havana is open
to dialogue, he says, but
acknowledges that it will
not make “political concessions” in exchange for
a relaxation of sanctions.
Fernández de Cossío
points out that Biden’s
promises suggest he will
restart the process where
he left off when he was
Obama’s vice-president.
Fernández de Cossío
is also optimistic that
Biden’s team will include
officials with experience
in relations with Cuba,
“who would not be
swayed by simplified narratives…This team has
more experience than any
other in the last 60 years,”
he said.
The last measure against
the Island’s regime by
the Trump administration
came just five days before leaving office, with
the sanctions imposed on
the Cuban Ministry of
the Interior and its head,
General Lazaro Alberto
Alvarez Casas, for “serious human rights abuses.”
Earlier that same week,
the US included Cuba
in the list of countries
sponsoring terrorism; it
had been removed from
the list in 2015 during the
Obama Administration.
Last May, Washington
included the island in
the list of countries that
“do not fully cooperate”

with US anti-terrorism
efforts, and, among other
sanctions, banned the

sending of remittances to
Cuba through companies
controlled by the Cuban

Armed Forces, and included in its black list
companies “controlled”

by the military, such as
Gaesa, Fincimex and
Kave Coffee.
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Customers owing thousands in water bills

asked to pay NOW!
By Monique Washington

Individuals and businesses in Nevis that have
racked up thousands of
dollars for unpaid water,
are being asked to pay
now to avoid disconnection, which is scheduled
in just a couple of weeks.
Premier Mark Brantley
revealed that some companies and individuals
have large, unpaid water
bills of up to $30,000.
“The numbers are simply
staggering. And the kind
of people and businesses
that are on the list for
not paying for water will

make the hardest heart
cry. When I see on the
list, important companies
and important individuals

Brantley said that the water department will begin
disconnection of delinquent customers shortly.

disconnection program
due to non-payment starting March 1st.”

“The water department is asking all persons, entities and
businesses who are in arrears to settle all outstanding
debts as soon as possible. The department will implement
a disconnection program due to non-payment starting
March 1st.”
in the community owing $19,000, $20,000,
$30,000. How you get
to $30,000 if the water is
$40 for 10,000 gallons? It
means you haven’t paid in
years,” he said.

“The water department is
asking all persons, entities and businesses who
are in arrears to settle all
outstanding debts as soon
as possible. The department will implement a

When questioned by the
Observer as to why customers were allowed to
be indebted to the water
department without disconnection, Brantley said
he doesn’t know.

“I am not sure that we
have a satisfactory answer, but it happened, and
I am saying that it has to
stop. Whatever the reasons were that some people were able to rack up
large bills in terms of water and electricity without
being disconnected, we
are now saying to these
people, you have had a
free ride for long enough.
Come in now and make
an arrangement to pay
your bill. If you can’t pay
in full, pay in part.”
“It cannot be fair that
a single mother who is
currently unemployed is
trying to find her money

each month to pay for water, while big companies
and wealthy people in the
community are refusing
to pay,” he added.
Brantley called on individuals to be “responsible
citizens “and pay their
bills.
“I believe that all of us
must play our part. We are
saying it is time for us to
get serious, and for people
to be responsible citizens.
Do the right thing and
pay.”
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FA promises even more incentives
as footballers duly rewarded

By Loshaun Dixon

Outstanding footballers
from the 2019-2020 St.
Kitts-Nevis
Football
Association
(SKNFA)
season across the various
leagues were rewarded
with their prizes this
week, and were promised more incentives
by officials as they aim
to make the sport more
professional.
The SKNFA held an
awards ceremony on
Monday to acknowledge
the top male, female and
youth performers
General Secretary of the
SKNFA, Stanley Jacobs,
said the presentation
came about because of
2020 being a challenging
year.
“The executive committee decided to provide further incentive to
the member clubs and
players in the various
leagues - that was by the
way of making special
presentations and monetary awards and various
awards.”
He said because of the
global pandemic, a number of the items that were
earmarked and ordered
for the competitions did
not arrive on time.
“We thought it was fitting to bring everybody

together and do a presentation of the winnings. It
is historic, because this
has never been done. This
year, before the kickoff
of the new season, we
will ensure that all the
monetary awards from
2019-2020 are paid out,
including the historic
payout to the Super Six
winners.”
Winners of the Super Six
Playoff, SL Hosfords St.
Paul’s, were awarded a
historic figure of $50,000
EC - the largest payout in
winnings in football history in St. Kitts and Nevis.
Jacobs said that St. Kitts
and Nevis has been fortunate to be one of the
few territories in the
Caribbean to complete all
of their leagues during the
pandemic.
“This was no easy feat
during the pandemic, but
with the support of our
member clubs and the
support of the government
of St. Kitts and Nevis and
the COVID-19 task force,
we were able to pull off
what was deemed to be a
very daunting season, to
make it a historic event.”
President of the SKNFA,
Anthony Johnson, said it
was a tough task to finish the season during the
pandemic. He praised

the inaugural Super Six
playoffs, noting they are
trying to at least semiprofessionalise the local
leagues
“One has to be realistic
about it. The reality is that
it is not sustainable. We
have seen examples in
other countries that have
more resources than us,
where it has failed, so we
are not going to promise
pie in the sky, but what
we are saying is let us do
it gradually.”
He said they can begin
to take gradual steps, so
that at the climax of the
season, there can be more
incentives that will eventually lead to the kind of
sponsorship needed on
board.
“It is a start what we are
doing now, and tonight,
and what we have done
in terms of increasing
the prize monies is towards ensuring that one
day we may be able to
have a tournament that is
semi-professional.”
He thanked all who
worked hard to ensure
completion of the leagues,
and congratulated the
winners, saying that a
foundation had been set
for the expansion of football tournaments.
“We have seen the
SKNFA contribute to

each member club - a
grant of $5000 to each
of the Premier Division
Clubs and a $2500 to the
Division 1 clubs. That
was a promise made and
kept. We have seen the
SKNFA contributing to
insurance policies to all
of the Premier League
clubs -these are very
important and a critical
development.
“Long gone are the days
when players got injured
on the field of play and
they didn’t have the resources to get the necessary medical treatment.
We thought it was important to provide that
insurance.”

putting players first.”
The prize winners were as
follows:

• Division One Final
MVP - 40” TV – Dejal
Myers – Bath United F.C.

Youth Leagues:

Premier League Super
Six 2019-2020

• U13 Boys MVP - One 7”
Tablet – Trevino Charles
– Village Superstars F.C

• 6th Place – Conaree
F.C’ - $3,000.00

• ATIBA HARRIS U15
Boys MVP - One 7”
Tablet – Shervin King –
Village Superstars F.C
• KEITH GUMBS U17
Boys MVP - One 7”
Tablet – Shervin King –
Village Superstars F.C
Elvis
Star
Browne
Women’s League:

Speaking
to
the
EC$50,000 prize for the
winning Premier Division
Club, Johnson said it is a
significant improvement
on what obtained when he
took over the association
12 years ago.

• Women’s League
Runner-up – Newtown
United F.C. – $ 3,000.00

“The prize money for the
winner was $8,000 and
today it is $50,000. We
felt that it was important
to have that added incentive. We did not stop there,
we went on and awarded
each player of the Match
for the Premier Division
$500, and also awarded
player of the match in
the Female and Division
One. I believe that the
record of this executive
is one that is clearly about

• Women’s League
Final MVP - 40” TV –
Lavern Francis – Village
Superstars F.C

• Elvis Star Browne
Women’s League Winner
– Village Superstars F.C.
- $5,000.00

• 5th Place – St. Peter’s
F.C. - $4,000.00
• 4th Place – Garden
Hotspurs F.C. - $6,000.00
• 3rd Place – Cayon F.C.
- $8,000.00
• Runner-up - Village
Superstars
F.C.
- $20,000.00
• Round Robin Playoff
MVP - Beats Headphone
– Keithroy Freeman – St.
Paul’s United F.C.
• Super 6 Final MVP - 50”
TV – Keithroy Freeman –
St. Paul’s United F.C.
• Super Six Winner St. Paul’s United F.C.
- $50,000.00
In addition to the above:

Division I League:

FA Cup

• Division One Runnerup - Dieppe Bay Eagles
F.C. - $3,000.00

Runner up - St. Peters
- $3,000

• Division One Winner
- Bath United F.C.
- $6,000.00

Winner - S.L. Horsfords
St. Paul’s - $5,000
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ST KITTS-NEVIS CITIZENSHIP BY INVESTMENT PROGRAMME

CONCEPT TO
CREATION

A strong CBI Programme aims to:
• Create job opportunities
• Upgrade the interior airport terminal building
• Complete the construction of the Old Road Bay realignment project
• Install a new runway and lighting at the RLB International Airport
• Construct more hotels
• Construct better roads
• Construct the bus terminals
• Complete the second cruise pier

Prosperity for our country, a bright future for our people. ciu.gov.kn
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Upcoming fishing
tournament
promises to be
lucrative

By Monique Washington

A day of excitement
has been promised to
the public on February
5, as the Department of
Agriculture and the Nevis
Fishermen Marketing and
Supplies Cooperatives
Limited host their Fish
Festival and fishing tournament in Charlestown.
The event is planned
for next Friday at the

“The Fisherman that
catches the most fish, the
greatest weight, will win
a cash prize of $500. The
fishermen will go out at 6
am, but have to be back
by 3 pm for the weigh-in.
All fishermen will be doing line fishing,” she said.
She added that when the
competition is completed,
persons will be able to
purchase the fresh catch
from the fishermen.

day of the event, the different fishing associations
will display their ability by grilling various
catches from the seas.
An information stall will
also be available through
the
Department
of
Agriculture and Fisheries.
National Bank will be
there with an information
stall as well.
She revealed that Seafood
Supply SKN “will also be

One of the objectives of the Fish Festival is to
promote and to recognize the island’s fishermen.
Charlestown waterfront
from 10 am, with the
Platinum sponsor being
St. Kitts-Nevis Anguilla
National Bank.
Speaking
with
the
Observer on Wednesday
last, Melissa Allen,
manager of the Nevis
Fishermen Marketing and
Supplies Cooperatives
Limited, advised that
registration for the tournament is currently open
She noted that cash prizes
along with other prizes
are up for grabs.

One of the objectives of
the Fish Festival is to promote and to recognize the
island’s fishermen.

on board for all the seafood lovers with mussels,
crab, shrimps and scallops for purchase”.

“The objectives of this
activity are to recognize
and promote fishermen
around the island, and also
help them to apply their
craft. With this in mind,
we here at the department will be allowing the
fishermen and the fishing
association to exhibit their
talent,” she said.

Allen encouraged the
public to attend the fishers’ event.

Allen noted that on the

“There will be a wellstocked bar and entertainment by local DJ’s. I’m
urging the general public
to come on out and to
partake in our fish festival
and fishing tournament,”
she said.
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LOFTY APPEALS FOR EMPATHY SNUFFED
OUT BY DAMAGING POLICY ACTIONS
By Everson W. Hull, Ph. D.

It is not very often that
this author departs from
the very thoughtful views
expressed by one very
distinguished analyst on
the full range of policy
issues of great national
importance that affect our
region. Of special concern is the claim that:
“…leaders and ordinary
citizens in every corner of
the globe exhaled the collective breath of trepidation they had held for four
troubling years. …… and
gave reason for optimism
about the future…...”
With all due respect, the
empirical data does not
reveal a sufficient basis
for this optimism. The
World Bank and other
reliable data sources tell
quite a different story.
The polar extreme “lofty
appeals for empathy”
come into conflict with a
barrage of contractionary
fiscal policy actions that
will not only be harmful
to the US. economy; but
will yield a slew of harmful spill-over effects on
St. Kitts and Nevis and
the CARICOM member
states whose economies
are highly dependent on
the performance of our
hospitality centers.
Although the lofty “appeals for empathy” are
necessary in maintaining
the peace; they are by no
means sufficient. They
have little or no effect on
the little Man on the Street
who is hustling daily from
sunrise to sunset, trying to
feed his family and make
his rental payments on

time. What also matters
to Joe Sick-Pack are the
proceeds that derive from
his work effort that allow
him to proudly hold his
head high and step up
to the counter at Mem’s
Pizzarea and proudly lay
on the table hard cash
in exchange for a slice
of Pizza. Cash and the
varying forms of “nearlymoney” are recognized,
universally, by buyers and
sellers in exchange for
goods and services.
It

With the exception of
Dominica, which was
hard hit by Hurricane
Maria, all other OECS
member states, as well
as
tourism-dependent
states like the Bahamas,
each recorded all-time
performance levels in
their own hospitality sectors. In the special case
of the Bahamas, located
a mere 110 miles and a
50-minute flight from
Miami to Freeport, the
number of tourism arrivals soared to 1,633,000

per capita income of the
Bahamas, Panama and St.
Kitts and Nevis surged to
the head of the class of the
34 Western Hemispheric
states of the OAS.
These unprecedented record-breaking outcomes
across the tourist-centric
region did not occur by
accident. These effects
go beyond appeals for
“Empathy”. They are the
result, in substantial measure, from the expansionary low-tax fiscal policies

Dr. Everson Hull is a business
economist. He currently serves as
Permanent Representative for St.
Kitts and Nevis to the Organization
of American States (OAS). He
graduated from Howard University
in 1977, becoming the first-ever
recipient of the University’s Ph.D.
award in Economics. For more
than 20 years, he served as Adjunct
Professor in the Department of Economics. In the private sector,
he has served as Senior Economist for the American Petroleum
Institute, TRW Inc. and Fannie Mae. Dr. Hull also served at the
Congressional Research Service as Head of Money and Banking.
This latter tour of duty led to a U.S. Presidential Appointment as
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy and Research at the U.S.
Department of Labor.

If the US economy is to
prosper and make any
contribution to the development of its neighbors
in the CARICOM region, those spillover effects must come from
the two dominant sectors

“…leaders and ordinary citizens in every
corner of the globe exhaled the collective
breath of trepidation they had held for four
troubling years. …… and gave reason for
optimism about the future…...”
turns out that access to
cash played a most important role in both the
USA and St. Kitts and
Nevis during the PRECOVID-19 years of
2017, 2018 and 2019.
The US. experienced
its best-ever performing
years, in tourism expenditures for leisure travel.
In 2018, Americans spent
an all-time record high
US$186.5 billion on leisure travel. A significant
portion of the spillover
benefits arrived on our
shores. In 2018 St. Kitts
and Nevis stood proudly
at the head of the OECS
class with 1,297,385 visitors, with the dominant
share arriving from the
USA. And, the number of
stayovers from the USA
for St. Kitts and Nevis
reached 80,509 in 2019,
the highest level ever
recorded.

in 2018 and its tourism
receipts reached a staggering US$3.383 billion.
Its stellar performance
thrust the Bahamas to the
head of the 34-member
OAS regional class, with
a per capita income of
US$37,921.
The flow in receipts
from our CBI programs
largely moved in tandem
as investors sought a
safe haven for unloading
their surplus income and
wealth. In the case of
St. Kitts and Nevis; we
were able to provide for
the welfare of our people
without having to show
up at a commercial bank
or the IMF to borrow
funds to address the high
cost of minimizing the
spread of the COVID-19
pandemic. Setting aside
the USA and Canada, the

put in place in the U.S.
during the 2017 thru 2019
interval; as well as discretionary measures aimed
at reducing excessive and
burdensome government
regulations.
Based on the campaign
promises and pronouncements made by President
Biden, it is anticipated
that the same contractionary fiscal “punish
the rich” taxes, coupled
with burdensome government regulations which
crippled the growth of the
US economy during the
earlier Biden years will
be re-introduced. During
that eight-year interval,
the average annual rate of
growth for the U.S. was
1.6 percent per annum,
the slowest rate of growth
of any US presidential
term in 67 years.
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– household consumption
expenditures and business
capital investment which
form the fundamental
pillars that undergird the
growth and expansion of
the U.S. economy. All
other stimuli combined
account for a mere 1.5
percent of the U.S. economy. Any slowdown in the
U.S. economy will lead to
a reduction in US. expenditures for leisure travel;
which will, in turn, lead to
harmful spillover effects
on our region.
We are to be reminded
that there are 435 representatives in the U.S.
House of Representatives
and 100 members in the
U.S. Senate. They have
been sent to Washington
to “bring the bacon
home”. The U.S. does
not have a strong record

of support for Caribbean
causes. When the US.
prospers, St. Kitts and
Nevis does well. By contrast, if we are served the
same lofty rhetoric and
menu of promises that
are not highly-valued in
exchange for money, as
was dispensed in the first
Biden terms, I fear that
we will see outcomes
that are not very different
from those that occurred
under Biden’s first term.
Biden has revealed his
intent to apply the same
contractionary
fiscal
policies that he learned
during his tenure at the
White House as Vice
President. I expect to see
the same harmful effects
on our region; unless the
new president is persuaded differently and very
early on. It is not too late
to change course.

Page:16

The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday January 29th, 2021

News
COMMENTARY

News

The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday January 29th, 2021

Page:17

Page:18

The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday January 29th, 2021

SPORTS
News
news

COVID restraints present dilemmas
for imminent World Cup Qualifiers

SKNFA General Secretary, Stanley Jacobs
By Loshaun Dixon

With
CONCACAF
World Cup Qualifiers
set to kick off in March,
the St. Kitts Football
Association
(SKNFA)
and their counterparts
throughout the region,
face dilemmas of strict
national laws for international travellers regarding COVID-19 in place,
ahead of the fixtures.
In St. Kitts and Nevis,
all travellers entering the
borders of St. Kitts and
Nevis are required to
quarantine for 14 days,
meaning the same may
be applied for travelling
teams for the home games
of the qualifiers.
General Secretary of the
SKNFA Stanley Jacobs
told the Observer that on
Monday the matter came
up when CONCACAF
had a Zoom meeting,
that brought the member
countries up to date as to
what pertains as it relates
to World Cup qualifiers.
He said in St. Kitts and
Nevis the situation is
“very challenging” and
a realistic approach is
necessary.
“We do have a 14-day
quarantine period for incoming travellers, and
that is going to be very
challenging for St. Kitts

and Nevis to host our
home matches. Also, we
have to consider that after
our away matches, the
team would have to return
home, and that would
mean another 14 days
away from their families.”
Jacobs said that although
it is a difficult situation,
FIFA and CONCACAF
are determined that they
would move forward.
“The World Cup is next
year and the qualifiers
need to get done. We
would have to meet with
our stakeholders, the
Government of St. Kitts
and Nevis, CONCACAF
and FIFA to discuss what
all the teams in the various groups can do. In the
Caribbean, all the teams
are in a similar situation;
all the countries have
some form of quarantine or restrictions in
relation to international
travel and the hosting of
Tournaments.”
He said that while some
may have a shorter quarantine period, “we in St.
Kitts and Nevis, and they
will have to sit down
and discuss what may
be the best option for the
Caribbean”.
“Right now, nothing is
off the table, because the
situation is very serious
and very dire because of

the 14-day quarantine in
St. Kitts and Nevis. It is
very unlikely that a team
which will arrive in St.
Kitts and Nevis would
quarantine for 14 days
to play one match. We
would be meeting with
the COVID-19 taskforce
and the government of
St. Kitts and Nevis to
plan the best route going
forward.”
CONCACAF
in
December
announced
the schedule of matches for the World Cup
Qualification, with the
First Round set to be
played in March and June
2021. The draw for the
Concacaf Qualifiers for
FIFA World Cup Qatar
2022 took place in August
2020.
The 30 men’s national
teams were drawn into six
groups of five. St. Kitts
and Nevis are in Group
F with Trinidad and
Tobago, Guyana, Puerto
Rico and the Bahamas.
In round one, each team
is expected to play every
other team in their group
once, playing a total
of four matches; two
home and two away.
According to the schedule, the ‘Sugar Boyz’
will open their campaign
with a home game against

Puerto Rico on March
24. Three days later they
travel to The Bahamas.
On June 4, they welcome
Guyana to Warner Park,

then travel to Trinidad
and Tobago for a game on
June 8.
The Second Round will

be played between the six
group winners from the
first round, with the predetermined matchups.
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Taiwanese
Volunteers
assist SKN in
several areas
By Loshaun Dixon

Four volunteers from
the Republic of China
(Taiwan) are currently
here in St. Kitts and Nevis
assisting the Federation in
several areas, while experiencing living and working outside of their home
country.
The four volunteers are
Lin Ya-Chen (Chen or
Ya Chen) whose specialised area is nutrition and
public health, and will be
placed in the Ministry of
Health; Chiou Wen-Chi
(Ivan) who specializes in
Information Technology,
and will be in the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs; Wu
Tzu-Han (Mavvis) will be
placed in the Department
of Agriculture, St. Kitts,
and Tsay Pei-Hsuan
(Wendy) who specialises in Nutrition, will
be in the School Meals
Programme, Ministry of
Education, Nevis Island
Administration.
Ambassador Tom Lee
said that alongside the
cordial relationship between the governments of
Taiwan and St. Kitts and
Nevis, they are working
hard to further ties between people of the two
countries.
“Hence we introduced
the scholarships and volunteer programme. All

four of the volunteers are
coming to the Caribbean
for the first time. Ya Chen
is in her second year,
and the others have just
arrived for a couple of
months. They are willing
to spend time contributing to SKN here without
a salary. They are like

relay to us.
“After we submit the
applications from SKN
to Taiwan ICDF, they
process it and satisfy as
much as possible. But not
all demand can be met.
For example, ICT workers are very demanded in

chickens rarely fly, but
here they do! And here I
got to see the ocean every
day. Back home I couldn’t
because I live in the central part of Taiwan, which
is farther away from the
sea.”
Ivan said that during the

Ambassador Tom Lee said that alongside the cordial relationship between
the governments of Taiwan and St. Kitts
and Nevis, they are working hard to
further ties between people of the
two countries.
cultural ambassadors. In
doing so, they also gain
experience of living and
working outside Taiwan.”
Lee explained the process
of how the volunteers
were chosen to serve in
St. Kitts and Nevis.
“Every year there are
two recruiting seasons.
When it’s time, Taiwan
ICDF
(International
Cooperation
and
Development Fund) informs our Embassies and
overseas offices, and our
embassy passes the message to MFA, who will
gather all requests and
applications from different ministries of SKN and

Taiwan, so it’s not easy to
find someone in the industry who will come abroad
as a volunteer. This means
that Ivan has made quite a
sacrifice.”
Mavvis highlighted what
inspired her to become a
volunteer.

“I saw the opportunity on
the website of ICDF, after
some research, I become
fascinated by the beauty
of St Kitts and Nevis, so I
applied right away.”
She also spoke of the experiences she has had in
the Federation thus far.
“For example, in Taiwan

pandemic, this opportunity offers a rare chance
to leave the country and
go work and live abroad.
“Being here surrounded
by beautiful scenery and
great and friendly people,
I’m having a great time.
Besides my IT job in
the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, I also teach
Mandarin to staff in the
Ministry.”
He also discussed his
time working thus far in
the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs.
“I found people from
Taiwan and SKN have
a strong link. When I

arrived in the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, I was
greeted in Mandarin and
surprised. It turned out
some officers have studied in Taiwan before, and
in the Ministry where I
work, I’ve made a lot of
good friends. Some invite
me to local activities on
weekends, like Hash.

She noted that it was a
blessing to see the ocean
every day and was one of
her favourite aspects of
being in the Federation.

He said he has enjoyed
the hospitality thus far.

“I found this volunteer
job. It has been a great
time. I already renewed
the contract, and enter the
second year of service. In
my work, I found that a
lot of food is wasted here,
so I have been trying to
change that, working with
the Health Promotion
Unit to promote healthy
cuisine using many local
ingredients.”

“On last Christmas Day,
I was invited to an officer’s house. I was the
only one from outside the
family. People are all very
friendly here. They smile
at me. One time a young
boy approached me in
the street and wanted to
have my phone number.
Unfortunately, I was in a
hurry and couldn’t talk for
long.”
Wendy, explaining her
decision to volunteer, said
she was eager to experience a different culture.
“So when I saw the post
I felt interested, and I
wanted to apply what I
learnt in university here in
SKN. I am now working
on Nevis’s school meal
programme. We are doing
a “Tour of Caribbean”, introducing different dishes
from our neighbours such
as Anguilla, Montserrat
etc.”

Ya Chen, who is a retired
nurse, said that since her
retirement three years
ago, she wanted to find
something to do.

She said that in Taiwan,
organic food is costly,
but not so much here, so
people should be encouraged to eat organic.
“I have hosted two episodes of a cooking show,
but they are not yet released. The show teaches
people how to cook using
simple but tasty local ingredients, such as Chinese
Violet, a very common
plant here. It can be used
in fried eggs. In my experience, it’s a surprising delight to many locals when
they learn that this plant is
edible.”
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National Day of Prayer
held for continued
blessing of St. Kitts
and Nevis
By Loshaun Dixon

Thursday was observed
as National Day of
Prayer, where all were encouraged to say a prayer
for the continued blessing
of St. Kitts and Nevis.
All churches were asked
to open their doors to
the public from 8:00 am
to 8:00 pm to allow the
general public to enter,
throughout the day, for
individual prayer.

to pray. Prayer helps all
of us, and when the spirit
of prayer is there in our
churches and in our families and in our communities, it certainly draws
good people.”
He said the National Day
of Prayer occurs at a critical moment in the history
of the Federation of St.
Kitts and Nevis and the
global community

He urged all to have confidence in the faith and
love.
Minister of Ecclesiastical
Affairs,
Eugene
Hamilton, said that the
Nation had been blessed
to be in the current
state, given the global
pandemic.

He urged all in the
Federation to find some
time throughout their day
to pray.

“I feel blessed...I am
privileged to be alive in
a world that is facing a
“Never in history has a pandemic that is unprecgeneration been so tested, edented in our time. I feel
and not in living memory privileged to be alive to
have we relied so deeply be able to share with you
on faith for guidance words of wisdom, and to
and strength in the midst hear from you words of
of COVID-19. We give wisdom.I know that this
thanks to God to date, nation is blessed...and our
that our beloved fed- people in this nation have
eration has been spared been blessed ever since
the worst of the virus’ independence.”
wrath, when compared
to other nations. We pray Hamilton said between
for continued blessings 1983 and the turn of the
on our Federation of St. century, St. Kitts and
Kitts and Nevis and that Nevis has been between
He continues to keep us many challenges, with
safe.”
hurricanes in particular,
but has come out of all of
He said the day also al- them stronger and more
lowed them to gather un- resilient than before.
der the light of hope
“As we travel to the 38th
“Hope that we are win- anniversary of our indening the battle, and hope pendence, we should all
that brighter days lay give thanks. We should
ahead of us. We pray give thanks for all of the
that the worst of the goodness that we have
Coronavirus disease will had from heaven above.
soon be behind us, and We must always embrace
in the very near future our achievements and
our lives can return to the must embrace our plans,
way they were or close to and we must be humble.
that.
It is a powerful attribute,
and it is one we should
Dr Harris said COVID-19 encourage and train our
has taught the importance children to embrace and
of relationships and the to grow.”
central role these play in
our lives.

“My wish as prime minister is that every family,
every community in St.
Kitts and Nevis would
devote some time today

“We pray too that with
God’s help, those relationships with our families and our friends, and
with God may endure.

There was also a National
Day of Prayer Service
held Thursday morning
at the Antioch Baptist
Church, attended by
Governor-General
Sir
Tapley Seaton, Prime
Minister Dr. Timothy
Harris and other high
ranking
government
officials.
The service featured a
scripture reading by PM
Harris and prayers by
clergymen in St. Kitts and
Nevis, as well as gospel
selections and the singing
of hymns.
At the service, Dr. Harris
said that the Federation
celebrates the day with
the fact that within the
constitution “we proclaim that we are a nation
under God”.
“We come today in humility to recommit to
pray fervently to God for
our people and our beloved nation.”

He said he was confident that the humility of
the people of St. Kitts
and Nevis is “what has
brought us thus far”.

National Day of Prayer
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Flu season takes on added
importance during pandemic
By Monique Washington

The Ministry of Education
in Nevis has advised parents and guardians to keep
sick children at home, or
they will be sent home
once they enter the school
compounds. A release issued by the Ministry this
past week was specific
about individuals displaying flu-like symptoms.
“The
Ministry
of
Education is monitoring increased cases of
flu-like symptoms in students within our schools.
Parents are reminded that
students who develop flulike symptoms should not
be sent to school. Parents

are asked to collect students immediately from
school who display these
symptoms,” the statement
reads.
The flu season, in different parts of the world,
normally sets in from
December to February,
but can last until May,
according to the Centers
for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC).
The Ministry also advised
parents that medical intervention may be needed.
“Parents and guardians
are further advised to
seek medical attention
or advice should these

symptoms
develop.
These symptoms include
cough, fever, runny nose
and muscle pains.”
The Observer previously spoke with Chair
of the COVID-19 Task
Force in Nevis, Dr. Judy
Nisbett, who noted that a
COVID-19 test may be
the only way to differentiate between the flu and
COVID-19, once there
are severe symptoms.
“It all depends on what
the symptoms are. If the
symptoms are very severe
and we can make the differentials, for example in

COVID-19, then we can
do the testing for that. In
most cases, I am sure we
will do testing to differentiate. That is the only
way we can differentiate
between influenza and the
COVID-19.
“It may be a little bit more
expensive, but you can’t
put a price on health. But
we will just have to do
that - test for both influenza and COVID-19 - to
ensure what we are working with,” she said
The Ministry of Education
encouraged all to “continue to practice protocols
implemented which can
mitigate any potential

transmission of the virus,
such as seasonal influenza
or the COVID-19 virus.”
Chief Medical Officer in
St. Kitts and Nevis, Dr
Hazel Laws, noted that we
are currently in the middle
of the influenza season,
and that several persons
throughout all age groups
seem to be impacted by
the flu, whereby they may
have runny noses, puffiness, coughing, sneezing,
headaches, etc.
“It is very important if
you are experiencing
symptoms of regular influenza, we ask you to

remain at home; to not
go to work. If your child
is impacted and is experiencing any of these
flu-like symptoms, please
keep your child at home.
Make contact with your
primary physician; make
a call; share what you are
experiencing, and you
will be directed as to how
to receive the relevant
care,” Dr Laws said.
She also reminded the
citizens and residents
that wearing a face mask,
hand hygiene and physical distancing, also prevent you from picking up
the regular influenza.
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