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By Loshaun Dixon 

“Eleven months after 
the declaration of the 
pandemic, St. Kitts and 
Nevis is bruised but far 
from beaten. We still have 
some fight left in us, and 
we shall not let up until 
the battle is won. It is the 
people of our beloved 
Federation who have 
unified during this time. 
It is because of your ef-
forts, your sacrifices, that 
we have realized real 
gains in this fight against 
COVID-19.”

This was the reassur-
ing assertion of Prime 
Minister of St. Kitts 
and Nevis, Dr. Timothy 
Harris, during his opening 
remarks on last Tuesday’s 
‘Leadership Matters’, 
when he also pledged that 
over $100M will be spent 
on support programmes.

Dr. Harris expressed 
confidence that the 
Federation will bounce 
back from the challenges 
of the COVID-19 pan-
demic this year, and will 
remain resilient in this 
difficult period. He said 
that to date, St. Kitts and 
Nevis still has the lowest 
numbers of COVID-19 
confirmed cases of all in-
dependent countries in the 
Americas, and remains 
the jurisdiction with the 
least risks of COVID-19.

“We have no deaths and 
our health system, thank-
fully, is operating nor-
mally. By our continuing 
vigilance, discipline and 
sacrifice, we can and we 

must save lives, protect 
our small and fragile 
health system, and put 
our country on a path to 
growth, realizing the eight 
percent economic growth 
projected for St. Kitts and 
Nevis by the International 
Monetary Fund.”

“Of course, this growth 
will not come by our hop-
ing and waiting for the 
best, it will take discipline, 
industry and ingenuity.”

He said compared to 
other countries of the 
world, St. Kitts and Nevis 
is better off than some ad-
vanced countries around 
the world, including the 
United States of America.

“Our society here in St 
Kitts and Nevis is op-
erating as a functional 
unit. No lockdowns; our 
schools are open, our 
churches, our centres of 
praise and worship, every 
sector of society including 
government, the private 
sector, the NGO sector, 
are functioning - some 
not at pre-COVID-19 lev-
els, but progress is being 
made.”

He noted that the farmers 
and fishers are contribut-
ing to food security, aided 
by budgetary support 
from the government.

“January, I am advised, 
has seen an increase in 
the production of several 
crops, and we welcome 
this.”

The prime minister said 
that manufacturers in St. 

Kitts and Nevis are open 
and are creating jobs for 
the populace.

“Carib Brewery is show-
ing an increase in the 
number of employees. 
We are hopeful that with 
the approval of two of its 
buildings as being fit for 
purpose in the COVID-19 
environment, Jaro will 
recruit an additional 75 
persons by mid-year, tak-
ing its employee count to 
300-plus.”

He said all but one of the 
hotels are open, but occu-
pancy is relatively low.

“The occupancy is at a 
modest level, but given 
the reality of lockdowns 
and disorder in our main 
source markets - the USA, 
Canada, Europe and the 
Caribbean - we are indeed 
grateful.” 

Dr Harris said that though 
there are people, unfor-
tunately, who have been 
impacted, they have not 
been left behind. He dis-
closed the government 
plans to spend $100M 
in safety net support this 
year.

“Our social safety nets are 
the most comprehensive 
in the region… In 2021, 
we will spend over $43M 
to help the vulnerable, 
the indigent and at-risk 
members in our society. 
We could add to this an-
other $60M which will 
help maintain over 3000 
persons on the STEP 
programme. When you 
do the calculation, over 

$100M in social safety 
net support; in empow-
ering our people; in en-
hancing their dignity, you 
begin to understand how 
much my government has 
done to protect our people 
from abject poverty, and 
to empower them.”

He indicated they were 

committed to creating an 
environment that is con-
ducive for increased em-
ployment opportunities. 

“We will always look af-
ter workers, because work 
gives people enhanced 
dignity and confidence 
in themselves. We will 
redouble our efforts to 

expedite the processing of 
severance claims. To date 
from claims received as 
at January 31, 2021, 1121 
have been processed, 
1093 have been paid out. 
Claims are processed on 
a first-come, first-served 
basis.”

LOCAL NEWS

PM: St. Kitts and 
Nevis is bruised,  

but far from  
beaten 
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Social Security at 43: Minister  
underscores present-day importance 

By Loshaun Dixon 

Social Security in St. 
Kitts and Nevis celebrat-
ed 43 years of existence 
this week, with Minister 
Eugene Hamilton high-
lighting the importance 
of the Fund, and hailing 
the contribution it has 
made to Kittitians and 
Nevisians during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Hamilton said that since 
its inception on February 
1, 1978, Social Security 
has remained true to its 
mission - to serve all citi-
zens and residents of the 
Federation of St. Kitts and 
Nevis. 

“In 2020, Social Security 
played a vital role in sus-
taining the economy of 
St Kitts and Nevis, dur-
ing the crisis brought on 
by the COVID-19 pan-
demic, with its rollout 
of the COVID-19 Relief 
Initiative. Over 8500 per-
sons were provided with 
COVID-19 fund grants, 
which served as stimulus 
payments in respect of 
the period, April to June 
2020 in the first instance, 
and again in September 
2020.”

He said that was part of the 
“significant complement 
to the overall stimulus re-
gime orchestrated by our 

Team Unity Government, 
as its initial early response 
to the financial challenges 
facing so many of our 
people, when internation-
al and local commerce 
and industry, began to 
buckle under the weight 
of the pandemic”.

“This support, unmatched 
by any other institution, 
was instrumental in keep-
ing our economy afloat, 
and provided much-need-
ed support to the insured 
populace. To date, a total 
of $22.74 million has 
been disbursed to regis-
tered insured employees 
and the self-employed.”

“It underscores the impor-
tance of Social Security 
as a critical social safety 
net and the fundamental 
economic pillar of our 
society. Indeed, it also 
bears out our mantra that 
Social Security touches 
lives from the cradle to 
the grave.”

He added that “despite 
the challenges we face as 
a country, as a region and 
globally, we are resolute 
nonetheless in our quest, 
to ensure that our Social 
Security Fund, which has 
been cited as being the 
strongest in the OECS, 
continues to stand firmly 
and reliably in the gap, 
as it assures guaranteed 

protection for our people, 
as well as being a source 
of economic resilience for 
our country, as a whole.”.

He said the fund has a re-
serve of $1.6B.

“It remains a strong and 
resilient safety net for 
the thousands of work-
ers who contribute to the 
fund weekly, and month-
ly, as the case may be, 
in preparation for timely 
responses to their various 
contingencies, and very 
importantly, for the assur-
ance of a secure source of 
income in their retirement 
years.”

Hamilton added that they 
were mindful that “the 
time is now upon us, to 
effect those changes that 
will support the Fund’s 
long term viability”.

“There is a common-
sense obligation upon us, 
to look at the best models 
of benefits and contribu-
tions, the best model of 
investment and the best 
model of administration; 
to implement reformed 
models of contributing to 
the fund base and of pro-
viding benefits.

“Needless to say, this 
will entail continuing 
consultation with all 
stakeholders; with the 
various sectors among 
our people; with experts 
in the field, and of course 
with our hard-working 

practitioners. The goal is 
to develop and implement 
the best model: ....one 
that will serve the people 
who benefit now, and 
one that will serve those 
who will be relying on 
Social Security for future 

benefits.” 

Hamilton said that as the 
year progresses, Social 
Security will ramp up its 
discussions on matters 
pertaining to reform.

Minister Eugene 
Hamilton
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Twelve Months 
EDitorial

EDITORIAL

A few weeks ago, the Nevis Island Administration signed an 
agreement with the One & Only Hotel Chain. Such signings are not 
unusual. What was unusual is that it was signed at a time like this.  
It takes great faith to discuss hotel development at a time when 
travel is being so severely restricted, and when existing hotels are 
either laying off staff, closing or relying on quarantine as a source 
of revenue.

A most unusual aspect of the signing was the announcement by the 
Premier that he has given the developer twelve months to begin the 
development – and we assume he meant more than just breaking ground.

Why would the Government do that?  It may have been frustration 
with previous developers.  Recall that Indian Castle was earmarked 
for hotel development during the Parry led term of the NRP, 
and resurfaced during Brantley’s term as Premier.  Maybe it is 
frustration from broken  promises like the Ritz Carlton and other 
resorts that were similarly promised but never delivered.  Maybe 
there is a bit of jealousy that St Kitts has had several developments 
that have come to fruition while Nevis has had none – except 
Candy Resort.   We all know what happened with Candy.

Hotels in Nevis have had a checkered history.  We boast of the first 
hotel in the region, the Bath Hotel and Spring House, built in 1778.   
But that, along with at least four other hotels are in disrepair or 
closed: Old Manor Hotel, Zetlands Plantation Inn, Hurricane Cove 
and Rest Haven .

In fact, since the arrival of the Four Seasons Resort in 1991, there 

has not been any new hotel built on Nevis with direct foreign 
investment. Increased hotel capacity has come via expansion of 
existing hotels. 

It takes a competitive edge to successfully attract a hotel. To 
create this edge requires offering all kinds concessions, up to and 
including alienation of some of the best lands on the island.  This 
can have its own backlash, even court litigation.

St Kitts has done better, but it too has its share of broken promises 
and dis-repaired hotels, just look at Fort Thomas Hotel for example. 
Also, the underwater hotel that Minister Grant announced sometime 
ago has not yet materialized.
The Premier may have been in a difficult spot.  If he passed on the 
offer, the developers would go to another country, and he would 
face political backlash. That would not be good, especially in an 
this world economy that is craving meaningful jobs.

Whatever was the motivation, we have to support his action – even 
if we do so grudgingly, and will wait to see how it works out.
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21,600 CoViD-19 vaccine 
doses arriving this month  

- Chief Medical Officer
By Monique Washington 

Over 21,000 doses of 
COVID-19 vaccines will 
arrive in the Federation 
as early as this month, ac-
cording to Chief Medical 
Officer, Dr. Hazel Laws, 
who indicated vaccina-
tions can begin as soon as 
March.

Dr. Laws said they re-
ceived a letter from the 
COVAX facility office, 
providing information re-
garding the first tranche of 
the assigned COVID-19 
vaccines.

“We were informed that 
St. Kitts and Nevis can 
expect to be distributed 
an indicative number of 
doses of the AstraZeneca 
and Oxford University 
vaccine.”

She said St. Kitts and 
Nevis has been allocated 
21,600 doses, and that 
will provide coverage for 
approximately 20% of the 
population.

“The start date of deliv-
ery is as early as mid- to 
late February. However, 
this is subject to WHO 
listing approval process 

and completion of the 
next steps. The next steps 
include things like imple-
mentation of our vaccina-
tion deployment plan and 
regulatory preparedness.

The estimated supply 
schedule indicates that 
25 to 35% of this amount 
will be supplied in the first 
quarter, and 65 to 75% in 
the second quarter of this 
year.”

Dr Laws added that the 
Federation is seeking 
access to COVID-19 
vaccines through two 
other mechanisms, 

emphasizing that access 
is crucial to curbing the 
spread of infections and 
restarting the economy in 
the federation, as well as 
regionally and globally.

 She also highlighted the 
plan for the rollout of the 
vaccines.

“We have a National 
Vaccine Deployment and 
Implementation Plan that 
would provide the road 
map for this. The ap-
proach would be like all 

other vaccinations; it is 
not mandatory, but will 
provide the public with all 
the information, and for 
individuals to make an in-
formed decision in terms 
of taking the vaccine “

She cautioned that the 
demand for the vaccine 
far exceeds the supply, 
and the Federation will 
be getting the vaccines in 
tranches. 

“We are going to have 
to prioritize in the ini-
tial phase. The plan will 
clearly stipulate who will 

be prioritized first.”

Dr Laws said the timeline 
they are thinking to start 
the rollout is “probably 
March.”

Dr. Cameron Wilkinson 
said that the WHO guide-
lines indicate that the per-
sons at-risk be vaccinated 
first.

“So the frontline health 
care workers are usu-
ally first, then the vulner-
able and those in nursing 
homes who may succumb 
to the disease.”

CMO Dr. Hazel Laws
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Calling all  
actors!! New film 
to inject US $1M 

into Nevis  
economy Phillipe Martinez producer

By Monique Washington 

Producers and directors 
of the UK production and 
sales firm, MSR Media, 
are preparing to host a 
casting call for actors in 
the Federation to be part 
of a comedy feature, ‘One 

Year Off’, the filming of 
which is scheduled to be-
gin this month. The film is 
expected to inject approx-
imately US$1 million into 
the economy. 

CEO of the Nevis 
Tourism Authority, 

Jardine Yarde, confirmed 
to the Observer that by 
the end of this week, the 
film officials will open a 
casting call, but she was 
unable to provide specific 
details at the time.

‘One Year Off’ is a film 

that will follow a woman 
who rekindles an old 
flame on the island, only 
to discover that ‘para-
dises’ have their own 
challenges.

The proposed film is 
set to begin shooting on 
February 25. According 
to a press release from 
MSR media, a cast and 
crew of about 50 people 

have started to arrive in 
Nevis, amid what the pro-
ducers describe as “strict 
protective measures.”

“The film will be pro-
duced with Alan Latham 
from Highfield Grange 
Studios. The film’s fi-
nancial partner is Kirsty 
Bell from Goldfinch 
Entertainment, who 
serves as executive pro-
ducer, alongside Lee 
Beasley and Karinne 
Behr from MSR Media. 
MSR Media International 
is handling worldwide 
sales for the film.”

Premier of Nevis, Mark 
Brantley said that film 
will inject around US$1 
million into the economy.

“The amount that will be 

spent is in the region of 
US$1 million. It is not a 
huge sum in the context 
of a local economy, but it 
is significant enough, be-
cause we are hopeful that 
that spending will remain 
here on the island.” 

Brantley said that the film 
is a very noteworthy de-
velopment for the island 
of Nevis. 

“It is significant because 
it is the first time that we 
will have a feature film 
being produced on the is-
land. It is the first time we 
have not one, but two fea-
tured films that we have 
partnered and negotiated 
to have happened here. 
The media and the expo-
sure for Nevis from this, 
I think, could be a game-
changer. And the fact that 
people internationally 
will now see Nevis as a 
film destination, is for us, 
a very important coup,” 
he said.

Brantley said that he 
hopes the film is not a 
one-off, and expressed 
the desire for a film indus-
try in Nevis.

The film will be under a 

two-picture production 
deal that MSR Media has 
negotiated with the Nevis 
Island Administration. 

“Under the deal, the 
Nevis government is of-
fering access to multiple 
locations across the is-
land and hotel support for 
visiting cast members. In 
turn, MSR Media has an-
nounced the creation of 

an education program to 
train local people in a va-
riety of on-set roles in an 
effort to boost the island’s 
production infrastructure. 
A plan to create an acting 
academy on the island is 
also underway.”

The producers are cur-
rently looking to cast the 
speaking role of “Robyn 
30-40 years of age, 
Joseph 25-30 years, and 
Farah 30-35 years old. 
The persons must have 
modelling or acting ex-
perience. Supporting cast 
will also be needed for 
men and women 30- 60 
years of age of diverse 
background and also local 
men and women farmers 
and customers for the 
market scene. 

‘One Year Off’ is a film that will follow a 
woman who rekindles an old flame on 
the island, only to discover that ‘para-

dises’ have their own challenges.
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SUPERINTENDENT CROMWELL HENRY

By Loshaun Dixon 

A mix-up related to 
COVID-19 protocols 
has left many in St. Kitts 
and Nevis on edge, after 
a positive case was dis-
charged from quarantine. 
Fortunately, the issue was 
quickly rectified.

This was disclosed by 
Superintendent Cromwell 
Henry, who said there 
were “some lapses which 
have led to some uncom-
fortable situations”.

Henry said that over 20 
people were placed into 
quarantine over this last 
weekend as a result of one 

of such lapses in adher-
ence to the protocols.

“This particular lapse of 
which I speak, resulted 
in a positive COVID-19 
case being discharged 
from quarantine into the 
community via public 
transportation. As soon as 
this incident came to our 
attention, the COVID-19 
Task Force activated its 
response mechanism 
immediately. The posi-
tive case was identified 
and quickly placed in 
isolation.” 

He indicated that a vigor-
ous contact tracing ex-
ercise followed, and all 

identified contacts were 
immediately quarantined, 
“including the public 
service driver, who was 
not observing the basic 
COVID-19 prevention 
protocols”.

Henry said the protocols 
at the quarantine accom-
modation in question 
were reviewed, and reme-
dial action taken to pre-
vent a repeat of this. 

“Contact tracing is still 
ongoing, along with a 
police investigation to de-
termine whether criminal 
charges will be filed.”

He noted that the situation 

serves to reinforce the 
importance behind the 
advertised COVID-19 
protocols.

“This drives home the 
point that we are to al-
ways observe the proto-
cols and provisions of the 
law which are intended to 
prevent the spread of the 
virus.”

The officer said that they 
will now be limiting so-
cial gatherings, and adher-
ence to social distancing 
and physical distancing 
protocols will be further 
enforced.

This week there was 

also talk of all sporting 
events going forward 
without fans. According 
to reports, the Ministry of 
Sports met with sporting 
organisations to discuss 
the matter.

The SKNFA football sea-
son was set to kick off 
Wednesday evening, but 
was postponed due to on-
going negotiations.

“The SKNFA Executive 
Committee has taken the 
decision to postpone the 
2021 President’s Cup 
scheduled for February 
3, 2021 to a future date, 
due to ongoing consulta-
tions with the National 

COVID-19 Task Force. 
The SKNFA is cogni-
zant of the challenges of 
the global pandemic and 
its impact on the host-
ing of sporting events, in 
particular, as it relates to 
spectators.”

They continued “St. Kitts 
and Nevis continues to be 
at risk from this global 
pandemic and as such the 
need for us, as a country, 
to continue to exercise 
precautionary measures 
to mitigate these risks. 
The health and safety of 
all our stakeholders are of 
paramount importance to 
the SKNFA”. 

CoViD-19 protocols  
mix-up creates momentary  

uneasiness
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SKNFa says only its congress can  
approve new members

By Loshaun Dixon

The St. Kitts-Nevis 
Football Association 
(SKNFA) has acknowl-
edged that it is in receipt 
of multiple applications 
for new members, but 
has indicated that deci-
sions to welcome new 
clubs rest with congress.

This is in light of the 
situation involving 

Basseterre Synergy’s 
disappointment with the 
handling of their appli-
cation for provisional 
membership.

In January, Basseterre 
Synergy lashed out at 
the SKNFA after they 
were not approved for 
provisional membership 
and missed the deadline 

to register for the 2021 
season.

The club which was 
formed last year, said 
they applied for provi-
sional membership on 
November 16, and that 
it would have had to 
be approved by the St. 
Kitts-Nevis Football 
Association (SKNFA) 
Executive Committee 
before being approved 

by the football congress 
at a later date.

President of the 
Basseterre Synergy 
Club Cante Bowry said 
that having applied in 
November, the SKNFA 
committee met on 
January 11th where they 
passed some new regu-
lations to deal with the 

matter of new member-
ship. He said that follow-
ing communications with 
the SKNFA, the asso-
ciation had indicated that 
they were still review-
ing the application, and 
the club had responded 
by asking how long this 
would take. A timely re-
sponse was not received.

Bowry had explained 
that he believed, based 

on the rules, that the 
SKNFA gave the execu-
tive committee the power 
to provide a provisional 
membership.

General Secretary of the 
SKNFA, Stanley Jacobs, 
confirmed the associa-
tion to be in receipt of 
multiple applications 
from new prospective 
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members. 

“The SKNFA is in re-
ceipt of a number of ap-
plications in 2021, not 
just one. The executive 
committee is looking at 
those regulations.”

However, he noted that 
only the SKNFA con-
gress can approve new 
members.

“I must point out that the 
SKNFA statues provide 
that only the congress 
can accept members. 
The executive com-
mittee cannot approve 
membership.” 

The next congress is 

August 2021.

Jacobs disclosed that the 
applications are being 
reviewed. 

“The applications are be-
fore the executive com-
mittee for review, and 
the executive committee 
is doing its due diligence 
in going through that re-
view process. However, 
the acceptance of a 
member club rests with 
congress.”

Earl Jones, CEO and 
Coach of Basseterre 
Synergy, said that with or 
without acceptance in the 
upcoming season they 
would move forward, 

because it is all in the in-
terest of development.

“So we will keep going.”

He said the impasse has 
left them in limbo from a 
sponsorship standpoint, 
as potential sponsors will 
not invest.

Jones said players are 
also left in uncertainty, 
and that the club would 
not stand in the way of 
any player who would 
want to move on to a 
club that will participate 
this year in the SKNFA 
competitions.
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A strong CBI Programme aims to:

• Create job opportunities
• Upgrade the interior airport terminal building
• Complete the construction of the Old Road Bay realignment project
• Install a new runway and lighting at the RLB International Airport
• Construct more hotels
• Construct better roads
• Construct the bus terminals
• Complete the second cruise pier

CoNCEPt to
CrEatioN

ST KITTS-NEVIS CITIZENSHIP BY INVESTMENT PROGRAMME

Prosperity for our country, a bright future for our people. ciu.gov.kn
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By Monique Washington 

The Department of 
Agriculture experienced 
devastating losses during 
the past weekend, when 
three of its Angus bulls 
died on the Madden Stock 
Farm.

On Sunday, Permanent 
Secretary in the Ministry 
of Agriculture, Huey 
Sargeant; Director 
in the Department of 
Agriculture, Randy 
Elliott, and Government 
Veterinary Officer 
Ambrose James visited 
the farm, after a worker 
reported that two of the 
bulls on the farm were 
dead.

“The worker at our stock 
farm reported that when 
he arrived to work at 7:00 
am, two of our breeding 
bulls would have passed. 
We would have re-
sponded, inclusive of the 
Director of Agriculture 
and our Veterinary Officer 
Ambrose James, and 

sadly since we are here, 
one other animal would 
have passed,” Sargeant 
said. 

He disclosed that the 
Veterinary Officer would 
have determined that the 
cause of death was due to 
bloating.

According to The Cattle 
Site, bloat is simply the 
buildup of gas in the 
rumen. 

“This gas is produced as 
part of the normal process 
of digestion and is nor-
mally lost by belching. 
Bloat occurs when this 
loss of gas is prevented. 
There are two sorts of 
bloat. The least common 
type is gassy bloat, which 
occurs when the gullet is 
obstructed (often by for-
eign objects such as pota-
toes) or when the animal 
cannot burp (such as with 
milk fever or tetanus). 

“The second type of bloat 
is frothy bloat, which 

happens as the result of 
a stable foam developing 
on top of the rumen liquid, 
which blocks the release 
of the gas. This is by far 
the most common form 
of bloat, and unlike gassy 
bloat, it is highly seasonal 
with peaks in the spring 
and autumn. This is be-
cause the foam is formed 
by breakdown products 
from rapidly growing 
forages (particularly le-
gumes such as clover and 
alfalfa). These increase 
the viscosity (stickiness) 
of the rumen fluid and 
prevent the small bubbles 
of gas formed by rumen 
fermentation from com-
ing together to form free 
gas that can be belched 
off.”

Sargeant further related 
that “the (Veterinary) 
Officer is also closely 
monitoring the other 
animals that are here, to 
make sure that they do not 
suffer the same fate”.

He said that the death of 

the bulls has occurred 
at a particularly bad 
time. He noted that the 
Ministry and Department 
of Agriculture are seek-
ing to expand the herd 
at Madden, to contribute 
to food security and the 
production of beef on the 
island.

“Luckily, we would have 
had offspring from these 
animals that we would 
have lost. We are sad that 
this situation would have 
occurred, but we are also 
optimistic and positive 

that we still have some 
saving grace, and that we 
can continue on our pro-
gram to improve on food 
security, and to increase 
the herd here on Madden, 
so that we can also dis-
tribute to our farmers, and 
contribute to the overall 
decrease of beef import 
on the island of Nevis,” 
he said.

The Observer spoke to 
Director Elliott, who 
noted the bloat in cattle is 

something that has been 
seen not only on the gov-
ernment’s farms, but with 
private farmers as well. 
He said that if they catch 
the bloating in time, they 
would treat it with cal-
cium carbonate tablets, to 
try to release the air from 
the animal’s stomach.

He said that the stock farm 
now has two breeding 
bulls and two offspring 
from the lost Angus bulls.

agriculture Department loses three special breed cattle 
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 The Hotel Rubinstein. Image by the author.

aUSCHWitZ: WHErE WorK oNCE SEt YoU FrEE.  
BUt oNlY UPoN DEatH.

WARNING: Some readers may find this article disturbing.

traVEl: by Eric Mackenzie lamb

Usually, my travel 
pieces feature destina-
tions which consist of a 
combination of stunning 
natural beauty, an off 
the beaten track loca-
tion, as well as things to 
do and see- all of which, 
one hopes, leaves read-
ers with a positive sense 
from learning at least 
something they hadn’t 
known before. Of course, 
one  of the most impor-
tant goals of any such 
story is to also share the 
location’s history. But, 
sadly, it may not always 
turn out to be what you 
really want to know. 
This is one example. To 
read through to the end, 
you will have to sacrifice 
some emotions. As for 
myself, I have to admit 
that writing this wasn’t 
easy. 

A few months ago, 
when Covid-19 related 

lockdowns in Europe 
weren’t as strict as they 
are today and driving 
across borders was still 
relatively easy,  I de-
cided to take a shortcut  
through Poland on my 
way back from Eastern 
Europe to Switzerland.  
My first overnight stop 
was in the Polish city of 
Kraków.   

After breakfast the fol-
lowing morning, I 
booked a taxi and asked 
the driver to take me to 
one of the city’s lesser 
known attractions: the 
birthplace of Helena 
Rubinstein, who founded 
a global cosmetics em-
pire and, while doing 
so, became one of the 
world’s richest women 
of her time.

Dedicated to Rubinstein, 
( whose original first 
name was Chaja and 

who had lived next door 
before leaving Poland 
for Australia to escape 
an arranged marriage) 
the Hotel Rubinstein 
was originally a 15th 
century tenement build-
ing which fell into severe 
disrepair after World 
War II. Following years 
of extensive and pains-
taking renovations, it’s 
now a Four Star hotel 
located in the heart of 
Kazimierz, once known 
as Kraków’s Jewish 
Ghetto district.  As for 
Helena Rubinstein’s own 
life, her extraordinary 
adventures and accom-
plishments, as well as 
her travels, would make 
an unforgettable story in 
itself. (A renowned busi-
nesswoman, philanthro-
pist, and art collector, she 
died in New York City in 
1965, at the age of 92). 

When I walked back 
to the taxi, the driver 
asked me whether I’d 
like to continue on to the 
Auschwitz Holocaust 
Museum. It was less than 
an hour’s drive away, 

he added, and still early 
enough to join one of the 
museum’s escorted tours. 
At first, I hesitated, un-
sure of whether I wanted 
to undergo an experience 
which would darken 
what otherwise would 
have been a normal day 
of sightseeing, taking 
pictures, and scribbling 
down notes. (Some years 
ago, I had briefly visited 
Birkenau, another camp 
only a few miles from 
Auschwitz, where hun-
dreds of thousands of 
Holocaust victims, in-
cluding women, children, 
disabled persons, and the 
elderly, had been trans-
ported in brutally-packed 
trains from all parts of 
Nazi-occupied Europe to 
an infamous place where 
their lives would be 
snuffed out like a candle. 
But more on that later). In 
the end, my answer was 
Yes.  And that’s when 
an overwhelming feel-
ing of apprehension be-
gan. How does one even 
begin to contemplate a 
place where more than 
1.1 million human beings 

were exterminated?

As things turned out, 
tours of the concentration 
camp were arranged in 

separate groups accord-
ing to languages spoken 
by their participants. At 
no time was there even 
the slightest hint of com-
mercialization. It was all 
about history and what 
each of us could learn 
from it. Many of the mul-
tilingual guides, we later 
learned, were themselves 
descendants of those who 
had survived the horrors 
of Auschwitz. As we 
walked in silence from 
building to building, each 
with its own exhibit, I 
couldn’t help but think of 
the number of people in 
the world who still deny 
that the Holocaust ever 
happened. In fact, many 
of today’s younger gen-
eration have never even 
heard of it. What we were 
now seeing with our own 
eyes made that fact even 
more incomprehensible. 

Jews were not the only 
people targeted by the 
Schutzstaffel, commonly 

The main entrance to the Auschwitz concentration camp, now a  
Holocaust Museum and a UNESCO World Heritage Site.  

Image by the author.

An exhibit of shoes forcibly taken from arriving 
prisoners who were later sent to the gas  

chambers. Image by the author.



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday February 5th, 2021NewS Page:17TRAVEL

known as the SS.  Other 
groups included - but 
were not limited to any 
particular nationality- 
dissidents who opposed 
the Nazi regime, 
Christians (particularly 
those of Catholic faith), 
Roma (Gypsies), people 
of color, and Soviet pris-
oners of war.

After about an hour and a 
half, our group re-board-
ed our tour bus and con-
tinued on to the adjacent 
camp of Birkenau, about 
three miles away. It was 
here where the trains ar-
rived with their human 
cargo, and where their 
fate would be decided 
by the simple wave of an 
SS officer’s hand. To the 
left if you were judged 
fit to work. To the right 
for anyone deemed unfit, 
including women and 
children, who were im-
mediately marched into 
what they were told was 
a shower-but was in fact 
a gas chamber. Doors 
were locked, after which 
cans of lethal Zyklon-B 
would be dropped into 
the room through the 
ceiling. Less than twenty 
minutes later, everyone 
was dead.  This was fol-
lowed immediately by 
collection of the bodies 
and their transportation to 
the crematoriums.  (But 
not before items consid-
ered to be of value, like 
jewelry, wedding rings, 

and even gold teeth, had 
been removed). 

Then came the next wave 
of unsuspecting victims.

Prisoners arriving at 
Birkenau, awaiting ex-
amination by SS doctors 
(foreground)  who would 
determine each individu-
al’s fate: Life (at least for 
a while). Or death.

Finally, as an ending to 
this grim story, I’ll return 
to what I mentioned in 
the beginning of this arti-
cle:  this was not my first 
visit to Birkenau.  Years 
ago, long before the rail-
way yards were included 
as part of a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site, I 
stopped here while driv-
ing from Sweden to what 
was then East Germany 
-officially called the 
German Democratic 
Republic-and eventu-
ally on to West Berlin. 
I remember it as clearly 
as it were yesterday. The 
place was totally desert-
ed. It was a chilly over-
cast November morning, 
with not a single person 
to be seen. All I could 
hear was the screeching 
of crows as they dipped 
and bobbed overhead.

 Straight ahead of me lay 

a platform with railway 
tracks on each side. To 
my left I could see rows 
of small buildings, each 
about the size of a ga-
rage, which, from what 
I’d already learned,  had 
served as temporary shel-
ters for those incoming 
prisoners who’d  been 
selected as fit to work. 
Overcome by curiosity, 
not to mention a strange 
sense of foreboding, I ap-
proached the nearest hut, 
found its door unlocked, 
and cautiously stepped 
inside.

The first thing I saw were 
eight crude bunks, four 
on each side, each built on 
top of the other.  A rusted 
metal bucket, which had 
almost certainly served 
as a primitive toilet, stood 
in a corner. The stench of 
mold was almost over-
whelming. But what re-
ally got my attention was 
the graffiti scribbled on 
the walls. Most were in 
languages I didn’t under-
stand, but one faded mes-
sage in particular, written 
in what appeared to be 
Italian, was clear: God 
Almighty, please save us. 

It was at that moment 
that I heard a strange 
sound . At first, I thought 
that it was wind making 
its way through cracks 
in the wooden shutters.  
But then, standing by 
the door, I realized that 
there was no wind at all 
outside. But the sound 
only increased and grad-
ually began to fluctuate 
between low and high 
pitches, like the desperate 
moaning of human voic-
es. Then, as suddenly as 
it had begun, it stopped. 
For a few seconds, ev-
erything was dead quiet. 
Then it started again. And 
that’s when I finally real-
ized what I was hearing. 
I quickly walked back to 
my car and drove off.

Do I believe in ghosts? 
Not until that moment. 
But I do now. 

May God rest their souls.

Photographs, along with names, of some of the 
camp’s victims. Image by the author.
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By Monique Washington 

The Premier of Nevis 
Mark Brantley’s re-
cent choice of a Special 
Advisor, with duties that 
are specific to commu-
nity matters, has caused 
quite a stir within the op-
position party.

Last week, Premier 

Brantley announced the 
appointment of 30-year-
old Latoya Jones.

“We have decided to em-
ploy one Latoya Jones as 
a Special Advisor to the 
Premier on community 
matters. I would wish to 
welcome Ms. Jones, and 
hope that she will provide 
excellent service to the 

people of Nevis, as we 
put the community front 
and centre; as we seek to 
develop and bring to the 
fore concerns emanating 
from our community,” 
Brantley said.

Kelvin Daley, former 
candidate of the Nevis 
Reformation Party 
(NRP), claims that Jones’ 

appointment is nothing 
but a political move.

“I see nothing wrong if 
this was a normal ap-
pointment. It is not. It is 
a blatant abuse of power 
by the Premier. It is a cal-
culated approach in mak-
ing sure they finance the 
young lady’s campaign 
with the public purse 

when she announces her 
candidacy,” he claimed.

Hensley Daniel, for-
mer representative for 
the NRP, noted that the 
NRP when in power 
had a number of special 
advisors, but they were 
experienced.

“Our advisors were 

persons with records, ex-
periences and training in 
that area,” he said.

The Observer contacted 
Premier Brantley who 
said that he believes that 
Miss Jones as a young, 
educated Nevisian wom-
an, will allow her work to 
speak for itself.

Special advisor appointment stirs 
the opposition
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“We should never be 
unhappy to see our 
Nevisian people get an 
opportunity in their own 
island. The NRP position 
demonstrates that they 
neither support our youth 
nor our women,” he said.

Jones holds a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Accounting, 
with a concentration 
in Finance. She gradu-
ated summa cum laude. 
She has been a teacher, 
a senior Tax Officer, an 
Auditor, an Assistant 
Regulator in Insurance, 
and her involvement in 
the community is very 
well known. She is cur-
rently President of the 

Rotaract Club of Nevis, 
and has been involved 
in athletics, Culturama 
and a host of community 
activities.

Brantley said that St. 
Thomas Parish has been 
without representation 

since 2013 and “has been 
left out for the most part, 
and we hope that hav-
ing someone appointed 
from that constituency; 
someone who is active 
in that community, the 
concerns, the needs of 
that community will 
be brought more force-
fully to the attention of 
the government and the 
Cabinet”.

He emphasized that 

Jones’ duties would be 
for the entire island and 
not just  St. Thomas.

“I think, of course, of 
the people of Craddock 
Road, the people of 
Jessups, the people 
of Barnes Ghaut and 

Cotton Ground, the peo-
ple of Westbury. Those 
(people) have been with-
out any formal represen-
tation for a very, very, 
long time in Cabinet, and 
so having someone who 
could come and report, 
and direct and advise as 
to concerns, we feel it is 
an important initiative 
which ought to be wel-
comed by the people of 
Nevis.” 

“i see nothing wrong if this was 
a normal appointment.  

it is not. it is a blatant abuse  
of power by the Premier.” 
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LONDON (Reuters) – 
The world faces around 
4,000 variants of the virus 
that causes COVID-19, 
prompting a race to im-
prove vaccines, Britain 
said on Thursday, as 
researchers began to ex-
plore mixing doses of the 
Pfizer and AstraZeneca 
shots.

Thousands of variants 
have been documented 
as the virus mutates, 
including the so-called 
British, South African and 
Brazilian variants which 
appear to spread more 
swiftly than others.

British Vaccine 
Deployment Minister 
Nadhim Zahawi said it 
was very unlikely that the 
current vaccines would 
not work against the new 
variants.

“Its very unlikely that the 
current vaccine won’t be 
effective on the variants 
whether in Kent or other 
variants especially when 
it comes to severe ill-
ness and hospitalisation,” 
Zahawi told Sky News.

“All manufactur-
ers, Pfizer-BioNTech, 
Moderna, Oxford-
AstraZeneca and others, 
are looking at how they 
can improve their vac-
cine to make sure that we 
are ready for any variant 
– there are about 4,000 
variants around the world 
of COVID now.”

While thousands of vari-
ants have arisen as the 
virus mutates on replica-
tion, only a very small 
minority are likely to be 
important and to change 
the virus in an appreciable 
way, according to the 
British Medical Journal.

The so called British 
variant, known as VUI-
202012/01, has mutations 
including a change in the 
spike protein that viruses 
use to bind to the human 
ACE2 receptor – mean-
ing that it is probably 
easier to catch.

“We have the largest ge-
nome sequencing indus-
try – we have about 50% 

of the world’s genome 
sequencing industry – and 
we are keeping a library 
of all the variants so that 
we are ready to respond – 
whether in the autumn or 
beyond – to any challenge 
that the virus may present 

and produce the next vac-
cine,” Zahawi said.

VACCINE RACE

The novel coronavirus – 
known as SARS-CoV-2 
– has killed 2.268 million 

people worldwide since it 
emerged in China in late 
2019, according to Johns 
Hopkins University of 
Medicine.

Israel is currently far 
ahead of the rest of the 

world on vaccinations 
per head of population, 
followed by the United 
Arab Emirates, the United 
Kingdom, Bahrain, the 
United States and then 
Spain, Italy and Germany.

Britain on Thursday 
launched a trial to assess 
the immune responses 
generated if doses of 
the vaccines from Pfizer 
and AstraZeneca are 
combined in a two-shot 
schedule.

World Faces 4,000 CoViD Variants as New Vaccine Combinations tested
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